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Education and Qualifications: 

Postgraduate Certificate in Academic Practice, University of Edinburgh (2011–2013) 

PhD Politics Department “Explaining policy making in the PRC: The Case of the Urban Resident 

Minimum Livelihood Guarantee,” University of Glasgow, Glasgow, UK (2005–2009: Defended 

08/02/10) 

Master of Chinese Studies (with dissertation on “Environmental NGOs in the PRC.”) Universities of 

Edinburgh and Glasgow, UK; and Nankai University, PRC (2002–2004) 

MA (Honours) History and Politics 2.1, University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, UK (1998–2002) 

 

Publications: 

Politics and Policy in China’s Social Assistance Reform: Providing for the Poor. Edinburgh: 

Edinburgh University Press, forthcoming. 

“Social Welfare,” in Weiping Wu and Mark Frazier, eds. Sage Handbook on Contemporary China. 

London: Sage Publications, forthcoming. 

“Social Welfare in China”, for Tim Wright, ed. Oxford Bibliographies: China. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, forthcoming. 

With Jing Jing, “Weak Politics – Depoliticization as Strategic Choice: an Analysis of Chinese Priorities 

in Sino-EU Relations,” in Jan van der Harst and Tjalling Halbertsma China, East Asia and the 

European Union: Strong Economics, Weak Politics? Ledien: Brill, 2016, pp73-90. 

 “Historical Continuities in Social assistance in China, 1911 – 2011,” in Jean-Marc F. Blanchard and 

Kun Chin Lin (eds), Governance, Domestic Change, and Social Policy: 100Years after the 

Xinhai Revolution. London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2016, pp21-43. 

“Enough to get by?: A discussion of China’s Minimum Livelihood Guarantee as social stability 

mechanism,” in Gaenssmantel and Lamont (eds), Non-Western Visions of Democratization: 

Imagining Democracy after the Arab Spring. Farnham: Ashgate, 2015, pp163-180. 

“Policy Entrepreneurship in China’s Response to Urban Poverty,” Policy Studies Journal.41:1, 2013, 

pp.119-146. 

“Social Assistance in China 1993-2002: Institutions, feedback and policy actors in the Chinese policy 

process,” Asian Politics and Policy, 3:1, 2011, pp. 69-93. 

“Local Variation in Urban Social Assistance Policy: The Community Public Service Agency in Dalian 

City,” in Beatriz Carrillo and Jane Duckett (eds), China’s Changing Welfare Mix: Local 

Perspectives, London: Routledge, 2011, pp 64 – 81. 

 

Funding: 

Research Centre Synergy Grant with Universitas Indonesia Research Centres Internationalisation 

Acceleration Programme, 2015: £10600 (IDR 220 million) 

Principals Teaching Awards for Ways of Thinking and Practising in Chinese and Japanese Studies, 

2012/13: £1410 

Universities China Committee London for fieldwork, 2006: £1200 and 2010: £1265 

Department of Politics, University of Glasgow for APSA 2009 attendance, 2009: £550 

Department of Politics, University of Glasgow for fieldwork, 2006: £400 and 2007: £400 

Department of Politics, University of Glasgow, PhD Teaching Bursary, 2005 – 2008: £14,850 

 

Professional Recognition 

Fellow of the Higher Education Academy, 2013  

 

Papers: 

“China’s urban social assistance, development and governance.” Urban Development of China 

Workshop, City University, Hong Kong (14 – 15 January 2017). 

“Managing (Mis)perceptions: China, social media, and maritime Asia.” United Nations – The Nippon 

Foundation of Japan 2016 Alumni Meeting, Bali, Indonesia (28 November – 1 December 2016). 

“The Favourable Partner: An Analysis of Singaporean media perceptions of China in Southeast Asia.” 

JEASC 2016, SOAS, London (6 – 9 September 2016). 



“Non-decisions in the design of urban social assistance.” Policy-Making in China: Adaptive Capacity 

Distinctive Patterns, General Patterns, Mercator Institute for China Studies (MERICS), Berlin 

(15 – 16 January 2015). 

“The Enemy Unseen? The Appearance and Significance of China and the Chinese in the Fallout 

Series.” British Association of Chinese Studies Annual Conference, Newcastle University (3 – 5 

September 2014).  

With Jing Jing, “Weak politics – A Strategic or Cultural Misunderstanding? An Analysis of Chinese 

Priorities in Sino-EU and Sino-ASEAN Relations under the Xi and Li regime.” CEASG Launch 

Conference: East Asia and the European Union, strong Economics, weak Politics? University of 

Groningen (8 - 9 May, 2014). 

“Getting the city to comply: Enforcement of the urban resident Minimum Livelihood Guarantee system 

between 1997 and 1999.” China’s Urban Environment, Past and Present, BICC Chinese Urban 

Studies Network Conference, University of Aberdeen (16-18 January, 2014). 

With Chris Perkins, “Ways of Thinking and Practising in Chinese and Japanese Studies: An Initial 

Study.” Joint East Asian Studies Conference, University of Nottingham (5-7 September, 2013).  

"Enough to get by? A discussion of China's Minimum Livelihood Guarantee as social stability 

mechanism." Imagining Democracy: Arab Spring, Asian Visions and Western Lessons. 

Department of International Relations and International Organisation, University of Groningen, 

(28-29 November, 2012) 

"Rural social assistance: Learning from the urban experience?" European Association for Chinese 

Studies, Paris, (5-8 September 2012) 

"Policy entrepreneurs in China's response to urban poverty." British Association for Chinese Studies 

Annual Conference, Oxford, (3-5 September 2012)  

“Innovation and diffusion of policy in the People’s Republic of China: The case of social assistance,” 

British Association of Chinese Studies Annual Conference, University of Edinburgh, UK 

(September 2011) 

“Social Assistance in China, 2011: End of the Project or Ongoing Challenge?” Association of Chinese 

Political Science International Symposium, King’s College London (June 2011) 

With Ariel Hui-min Ko, “Looking for Linkages: Tying domestic policy outcomes in the PRC to 

external events,” British Association of Chinese Studies Annual Conference, University of 

Bristol, UK (September 2010) 

“Limited by design? An early comparison of China and new member’s social assistance policy 

response to the economic crisis 2007 – 2010,” 8th ESPAnet Annual Conference, Budapest, 

Hungary (September 2010) 

“Social Assistance in China 1993-2002: Accommodating Institutions and Sponsors,” American 

Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Toronto, Canada (September 2009).  

“Feedback in Chinese Social Assistance Policy: the 2007 Intervention in the Minimum Livelihood 

Guarantee,” BRIDGE Conference: Public Policy in East Asia, University of Bristol, UK (July 

2009) 

“Local Variation and Failure to Transfer Nationally in Urban Social Assistance Policy: The 

Community Public Service Agency in Dalian City,” Provincial China Workshop, held at Nankai 

University, Tianjin, PRC (October 2008).  

 “China, Policy Sponsors and Institutions: The Case of the MLG.” Scottish Centre for Chinese Social 

Science Research Postgraduate Network Launch, University of Glasgow, UK (June 2008) 

“Is it broken? Does it need fixing?: Fragmented Authoritarianism and Urban Social Assistance in the 

PRC.” Northern PSA Graduate Network Conference, University of Glasgow, UK (May 2007) 

 

Teaching Experience: 

Lecturer in Chinese Politics and Society, Asian Studies, University of Edinburgh (September 2011 - 

present): 

 Programme Director: 

 MSc East Asian Relations (2016 – Present) 

Courses convened and taught: 

 East Asian International Relations (PG) 

 Politics and Economics in Post 1978 People’s Republic of China (PG) 

China and South-East Asian International Relations (PG) 

Chinese History and Thought (Modern) 4B (UG Honours) (2011-2015) 

 Politics and Policy in Contemporary China (UG Honours) 

Courses taught: 

Introduction to Chinese Society and Culture (PG) 



Modern East Asian History (UG Pre-Honours) 

Supervision: 

Honours dissertations (Chinese and Chinese joint honours) 

Masters dissertations (Chinese studies, politics/ IR and translation studies)  

PhD (Chinese studies) 

Temporary Lecturer and Graduate Teaching Assistant, University of Glasgow (2005 – 2011): 

 Courses taught: 

 China’s International Politics (PG) 

Contemporary Chinese Politics (PG) 

China: Social Security from Plan to Market (PG) 

Politics 1B: Comparative Politics (UG)   

Comparative Politics and Introduction to Liberal Democracy (UG) 

Supervision: 

Honours dissertations (Politics UG honours) 

 

Administrative Experience: 

Lecturer in Chinese Politics and Society, Asian Studies, University of Edinburgh (September 2011 -

present): 

Deputy Senior Tutor – School of Literature, Languages and Cultures (2016 – present) 

Head of Undergraduate Chinese (2016 – present) 

Convenor of Board of Examiners – Chinese (2013 – present) 

Programme Director MSc East Asian Relations (2016 – present) 

Impact Officer – Asian Studies (2015 – present) 

Board of Studies Representative – Chinese (2016) 

Widening Participation Officer – Asian Studies (2013 – 2015) 

Peer Support Programme – Chinese Studies (2012 – 2015) 

Convenor of Staff Student Liaison Committee – Chinese (2012 – 2015) 

External Examiner, Chinese Studies, King’s College London (December 2014 - present): 

 MSC China and Globalization 

 MSC Governance in Contemporary China 

 

Service and Research Experience: 

Member of Advisory Panel for Wang Yuchen, “Counting every child in: Promoting inclusive and 

quality ecucation for disabled children in China,” ESRC GCRF Postgraduate Fellowship 

Scheme (Jan 2017 – Jan 2018) 

Exam Setter, Chinese Studies, Cambridge International Examinations (Dec 2016 – present) 

Mentor, Edinburgh Teaching Award (Dec 2016 – present) 

Treasurer, British Association of Chinese Studies (Sept 2015 – present) 

UI RESOLV Fellow, Universitas Indonesia, Jakarata, Indonesia (March 2016) 

Peer reviewing for: The China Quarterly, Policy Studies Journal, Policy and Society, The Journal of 

Social Policy, Journal of Current Chinese Affairs, Perspectives, JBACS. 

Editorial Board Member, Diaspora and Cultural Criticism (Nov 2014 – present) 

Expert Referee, Evaluator Panel for research panel on Welfare, Working life and Migration (VAM), 

Research Council of Norway (November 2012) 

Research Associate, Scottish Centre for Chinese Social Science Research, University of Glasgow 

(2010-Present) 

School engagement on behalf of Confucius Institute for Scotland (2012 – present), Ricefield Arts and 

Cultural Centre, Glasgow (March 2010; December 2011; December 2012), Lawhead Primary 

School, St. Andrews (2005, 2009 and 2010) 

Committee Member, Scottish Centre for Chinese Social Science Research Postgraduate Network (2007 

– 2010) 

Organising Committee Member, Scottish Centre for Chinese Social Science Research Postgraduate 

Network Workshop on Publishing in Chinese Studies, University of Glasgow (May, 2010) 

Organising Committee Member, Scottish Centre for Chinese Social Science Research Postgraduate 

Network Launch Conference, University of Glasgow (June, 2008) 

Organising Committee Member, Scottish Centre for Chinese Social Science Research Public Launch 

Event, University of Glasgow (June, 2008) 

Research Assistant (Chinese medical insurance project), Department of Politics, University of Glasgow 

(2004-05) 


