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I’m a graduate of Edinburgh University, I got a zoology degree, I’ve worked throughout my career on medical entomology, the study of insects that transmit disease. I spent a lot of my time in the tropics, I lived in Brazil and Colombia for many years and I've worked in countries worldwide on a disease called leishmaniasis.

I came back to this country a few years ago and set up a business to look at developing different methods of insect control, alternatives to chemical insecticides, not just for disease transmitting insects but also for crop pests, anything basically. But the whole idea is to work with people in completely different fields to come up with new ideas to control insects that would replace, or supplement conventional chemical insecticides.

The course has given me information that I will be able to use, the whole climate change topic, and global environmental challenges comes up, in conversation and in my work for example, to justify some of the methods we are using to control insects. So it gives me more information, very useful in those sort of situations. So it does increase my knowledge, I’m not a climatologist, I’m someone who is tangential to it, but it is certainly linked to what we do.

The Skype chat gave me the sense of actually being involved in a course with other people were, whereby you can discuss the readings–discuss the work that was set, I think that's a good idea. I think the readings have been very interesting, and the talking points have been very interesting, a nice mix of things. I think the course is basically something that people should do to assist them in getting the message out, it's something that everybody… everybody needs to know. The course will give people the information they need to get the message out there, it's very important, something that affects everybody, every single person on the planet really.


