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Feedback on Workshop 2 
Children’s emotional attachment to pets: the implications for vulnerable children 
 
We received 28 feedback forms in total. 
 

How people heard about the workshop: 
 

Social work practice teacher = 6 Online (Eventbrite/caar website) = 2 
Own organisation/colleague = 5 Facebook page = 1 
Email invitation/Caar mailing list = 3 Word of mouth = 1 
Other university = 3  Not answered = 1 
Email from CAMHS/Edinburgh CPD bulletin = 2 
 

How people felt about the workshop: 
Participants responded on a 5-point scale - We had no ‘poor’ or ‘very poor’ ratings for any of our questions. 
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Responses to the question: What, in your opinion, would make the workshop better? 
 

 Expected it to be great, but it was even better! Loved the mix of listening and then discussing, really well set up! 
Looking forward to the next one! 

 Really helpful (no suggestions) 

 NOTE – caar should provide an opportunity to have membership (for a low fee) so that interested parties can be 
entered in a database and other members can network within caar members 

 Less statistics, more qualitative input 

 More time – to not rush at the end. Share our opinions with all the other groups 

 Possibly a little more time 

 More visual activities. Have a dog present! 

 Air conditioning! 

 N/A. Loved more photos! Makes it more visually engaging. Cute images too! 

 Shorter. Shorter discussions 

 More time 

 More of it! 

 Would be interested to know more about current research in caar department 

 More time to go into the topic in more depth 

 Nothing I can think of! It was very good! Maybe provide delegate list before the event? 

 Too long for discussions (5 mins max) 
 

Responses to the question: Has the workshop made you think about anything 
differently (in a new light)? How? 
 

 Great to have more papers/research to look into in more detail. It was a good opportunity to reflect on the 
risks/downsides to child-animal interactions, as we so often focus on the positives 

 Importance of pets for looked after children and trying to maintain contact with pet if the child moves 

 Yes – through the research presentations and discussions 

 I am going to focus again on the importance of child/pet relations – and how these play a role in the 
management of child placement, etc., (i.e. on child plan – contacts, etc.) 

 The ethical dilemmas involved with children/adults and pets whilst working with social work 

 The use of pets and possibility of assisted use 

 Yes, I was very surprised at the self-harm aspect when the child self-harmed, they might self-harm the pet 

 How important pets are in children’s lives 

 I’ll be discussing pets more with children in my practice 

 Also made me think about potential risk/harm that could surface with having a pet/animal 

 More concerned about the welfare of pets in the company of children with Autistic Spectrum Disorder 

 Think more about both sides of a situation 

 Yes. How to support students. Attachment difficulties 

 Helped explore areas 

 Yes, more about working with families and vulnerable children 

 Has made me think more about human-animal interactions in comparison with human-human interactions 

 Yes, it has been a very useful reflection on the complexity of child-animal interactions 

 Interesting to consider negative possible outcomes of LAAC/ASD children having pets – wasn’t aware of this 

 Yes, I have learned about transitions that children go through and how pets can help these situations 

 Young people’s relationships with animals and the positive/negative impact this can have 

 Yes. Being more understanding of transitions and how pets may support these 
 

Number of people who know about: Number of people who have accessed: 
Our website = 12 10  
Facebook page = 11 7  
Twitter page = 9 4  
 


