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Message from the President Upcoming Club and Alumni Events

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni in 
Toronto? Please pass this newsletter on to 

anyone who might be interested

Membership fees for 2015 were due in January. If you have not yet 
renewed, please see page 26 for details.

By the time you read this, EDUCT’s 
annual meeting will have taken 
place.  The annual meeting is an 
opportunity to review the past year 
and outline the plans for the next.  
It is also the time for members 
to elect a Board of Directors.  
Two long-standing members are 
resigning this year and both are 
former Presidents - Jim Hunter and 
Toni McGregor.  EDUCT has been 
fortunate to have these two highly 
skilled and enthusiastic alumni 
devote so much of their time to our 
activities.  Although stepping down 
from the Board, both have indicated 
they will continue to be involved in 
EDUCT activities.

To bring the Board back to the 
six-member team we think is 
appropriate, Christine Saunders has 
been nominated to join.  We look 
forward to her contribution.

This newsletter’s front page includes 
an outline of some of the activities 
planned for the next year.  We are 
also considering a monthly pub 
night as well as an informal Scottish 
country dance evening (perhaps 
combined?).  If either of these is of 
interest to you, please let me know. 

For those who have not yet renewed 
your membership in EDUCT, please 
take a moment to send in your $35 
(see page 26 for details).  Stay in 
touch. 

Alan Pearson 
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Well, despite 
all evidence 
to the 
contrary, we 
have finally 
arrived at a 

reasonable 
facsimile of 
summer and 

our thoughts can turn to outdoor 
activities.  On June 8 we hope 
you’ll join us for our AGM 
(alfresco) followed by our second 
lawn-bowling event.  Amateur and 
novice lawn-bowlers are welcome 
and actively encouraged – there 
really is very little chance of injury, 
which makes it a very appealing 
sport. 
 

We’re also very excited that the 
University will be holding its 2014 
Alumni Weekend Abroad here, in 
Toronto from June 19-21.  Look for 
more information at: 
www.ed.ac.uk/alumni/toronto-
2014  
 

On July 26, we’ll continue to enjoy 
the outdoors with a Barbecue at 
Graham and Fionna Ferguson’s 
home in Caledon. 
 

At the AGM I will be passing on the 
President’s mantle to Alan Pearson 
and I can’t think of a better 
candidate to take on the role.  It’s 
been an honour to serve on the 
EDUCT Board with a group of 
alumni who are dedicated to 
supporting the University and who 
devote a lot of their time to 
organising our many events.  
Please continue to come out and 
support us.  It has also been a 
pleasure to meet so many of you 
and to see the camaraderie that 
has been fostered by EDUCT. 
 

And since we are into a Provincial 
election, do vote on June 12. 
 

Toni McGregor 

Upcoming Club and Alumni Events 
 

Annual General Meeting 
When Sunday, 8 June 2014, 12:15 pm 
Where The Etobicoke Lawn Bowling Club, on the East side of Islington, just south of Dundas St. 

West, Toronto. 
Details There is no charge for the AGM. 
Questions Toni McGregor, tonimcg@cogeco.ca, 905-637-9015 

 

EDUCT’S Second Lawn Bowling Championship 
When Sunday, 8 June 2014, 1:30 pm 
Where The Etobicoke Lawn Bowling Club, on the East side of Islington, just south of Dundas St. 

West, Toronto. Phone: 416-239-5315. 
Details Mike and Linda Mason will be our hosts for this chance to get some gentle, healthy exercise 

and competition in a relaxed social atmosphere. It is perhaps the only outdoor sport where 
men and women, young and old, ex-jocks and ex-loafers, can all compete on an equal 
footing. It is easy to learn. Dress is casual. All you need are flat-soled shoes or sneakers 
(with no heels). 

Cost $10 for members and guests; $15 for non-member alumni and guests. 
RSVP Toni McGregor, tonimcg@cogeco.ca, 905-637-9015 

Meeting of The General Council of the University of Edinburgh in Toronto 
When Thursday to Saturday, 19 to 21 June 2014. 
Where Various central Toronto locations. 
Details The University is honouring Toronto by holding its June 2014 General Council meeting here 

on Saturday 21 June.  By now, you should have received an invitation and more details on 
the programme for the three days of associated events from the University.  If you have not, 
then please try this link for information and booking arrangements: 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/alumni/services/news/events/toronto-2014/accommodation-
booking/booking  
If you experience any difficulty in making a booking online, do contact Eilidh Campbell, at the 
University, at Eilidh.Campbell@ed.ac.uk or phone her 011-44-131-650-2242.  Eilidh can 
make your bookings for both the free events and those for which there is a charge. 

 

EDUCT’S First Barbeque: Hosted by Graham and Fionna Ferguson 
When Saturday, 26 July 2014, 4:00 pm 

Where The country home of Graham and Fionna Ferguson, in Caledon. 
Details 
 

The Fergusons will be our hosts for this late afternoon and early evening party in a beautiful 
setting near the head of the Humber River which is literally at the bottom of the garden.  
Children are welcome. 
Steak, salmon, salad, dessert and soft drinks are included.  To satisfy your particular 
preferences for alcohol, please BYOB.  Musicians are encouraged to bring their instruments. 
Dress is casual.  If it is hot, a swimming pool is available.  In the event of rain, there is plenty 
of space inside.  Arrangements for car pooling and lifts will be made.  Let us know your 
needs.  More details to follow.  If you have not received your invitation by 26 June, please let 
us know. 

Cost $25 for members and guests; $15 for children under thirteen (and BYOB as per your 
pleasure). 

RSVP Toni McGregor, tonimcg@cogeco.ca, 905-637-9015 
 

Message from the President 

 

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni in 
Toronto? Please pass this newsletter on  

to anyone who might be interested. 

Membership fees for 2014 were due in January.   
If you have not yet renewed, please see page 30 for details. 

Annual General Meeting and Tour of House in the Style of Frank 
Lloyd Wright 
When: Sunday, 7 June 2015, 2:00 pm for AGM; 3:00 pm for talk, tour + 

wine and cheese
Where: The home of Pat and Jim Main, 2 St. Leonard’s Avenue, Toronto, 

M4N 1J9. 
Details: The house is built in the style of Frank Lloyd Wright. At 3:00 pm a 

talk on the architecture of Frank Lloyd Wright will be given by Edwin 
Rowse, President of ERA Architects and an Edinburgh graduate.  
Pat Main will then conduct tours of the house and we will enjoy 
wine and cheese in the garden until 5:00 pm.  We are limited to 24 
people for the talk, tours and drinks, so do let us know well ahead 
of time if you are interested.

Cost: There is no charge for the AGM; $15 for members and guests for 
the talk, tour and drinks.

Info: Alan Pearson, apearson@bell.net  416-237-9874 or Simon Miles, 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca 416-466-8793 

Cuba: In Transition or Not?
When:  Sunday, 18 October 2015, 1:30 pm to 4:00 pm 
Where:  The Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto.
Details:  Our speaker will be José Latour, internationally acclaimed, award-

winning author and keen observer of his natïve country.  His most 
recent non-fiction book is “Cuba: Revolution, Involution, Evolution”.  
He will talk about the past, present and future of his country. 

Cost:  $15 for members and guests; $20 for non-members and guests.
Info:  Chris Valley Ban, chrisban@bell.net 416-289-2011

EDUCT Whisky Tasting                                     
When: Thursday, 3 December, 2015, 7:00 pm.
Where: Party Room, 1177 Yonge Street, Toronto. Use entrance on 

Summerhill Avenue, on north side of building.  
Details: We will taste a variety of Scotch whiskies and enjoy cheeses to 

complement them.  
Cost: TBA – about $30 for EDUCT members; $35 for members’ guests 

and non-member alumni.  
Info: Paul Bradley,   pauljfrbradley@gmail.com  416-464-9771

The 2016 Burns Nightcap                             
When:   Thursday, 21 January 2016, 6:30 pm to 10:00 pm (4 days before 

Burns). 
Where:  The Duke of Kent, on Yonge Street, east side, at Roehampton 

Avenue, just north of Eglinton Avenue East.  Parking underground 
across Yonge, or surface lot on Roehampton.

Details:   All are part of the entertainment. 
Cost: TBA – about $40 for members and guests; $45 for non-member 

alumni.
Info:   Toni McGregor, tonimcg@bell.net   905-637-9015 or Victoria Crewe-

Nelson, vcn117@gmail.com  416-750-4424
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EDUCT’S  Burns Night Enters Its Second Decade
by Toni McGregor
    
No snow nor any other catastrophic weather kept our members away, 
although we had a number of no-shows which is a cause of concern.  Once 
again, the Duke of Kent was the venue and they treated us very well, 
serving up haggis and fixings for all those brave enough to order it.

The event had a few snags before we even got started.  Our favourite piper 
had gang aft aglay and left us naught but grief and pain for promised joy 
(apologies to Rabbie).  But our wonderful alumni stepped in and we were 
inundated with offers to connect us to pipers.  We were very lucky to hear 
from Jim MacMillan in Collingwood, a piper of some fair acclaim and an 
Edinburgh alumnus (Medicine, 1963), who came into Toronto with his lovely 
wife, Pat, to help us out.

After Kim Bradley had recited The Selkirk Grace, Jim did a splendid job of 
piping in the haggis, assisted by Anne McKellar who served as Poosie Nancy 
and paraded a platter of haggis slightly larger than herself.  Jim then led off 
by reciting the first verse of the Address to the Haggis, followed by verses 
in Canadian, Jamaican and Greek accents from a star-studded cast including 
Madeleine Lefebvre, Mark Garlin (who deserves special mention
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home books of Essential Trivia with 
which to study up for next year.

Alan composed an admirable 
rendition of The Immortal Memory, 
asking us to consider the source 
of genius and proposing many of 
the early figures in Burns’ life as 
contributors to the bard’s unique 
perspective.

Jonathon Baker delivered his Toast 
to the Lassies in style, reminding 
us that Burns loved them all.  Robin 
McLernon replied sweetly, as all 
lassies are wont to do, and much 
admiration of the opposite sex was 
spread around the room.

My Love is Like a Red, Red Rose 
was the first song of the evening 

and Anne Abrahams charmed us with her dulcet tones.  Kelly Orr followed 
with verses from Burns’ Address to Edinburgh and then Barry sang Now 
Westlin’ Winds, followed by Andrina Skuterud’s recital of To a Mouse.  

Just before the night drew to a close, Simon Miles pulled a rabbit out of 
his hat.  Or, more aptly, several Rabbies (large, chocolate rabbits) out of a 
bag.  It was decided that we, at EDUCT, have our own stars who deserve 
recognition up there with the Grammys and the Oscars and we launched our 
own awards...the Rabbies.

Four Rabbies; the Scotch, the 
Irish, the Welsh and the English 
were awarded.  The theme for the 
evening was the reuniting of the 
Kingdom and the welcoming back of 
the Scotch Rabbie into the warren by 
the English, Welsh and Irish Rabbies.

The Scotch Rabbie, or Long-taled 
Rabbie, for the most long-winded 
tale, went to Alan.  The Irish Rabbie, 
or Rarebit O’Rabbie, went to Robin, 
for creativity and charm.  The Welsh 
Rabbie, for the best Toast or the 
Cheesiest performance, went to 
Jonathon.  And the English Rabbie, 
or Pretend Rabbie, went to Barry.  
Barry is a pretender to Edinburgh 
alumni status, but his contribution 
every year is always welcomed and 
he has earned honorary status.

for enthusiastically stabbing the 
haggis with Barry MacKay’s sword), 
Andrina Skuterud, Wayne Lewis, 
Anna Voineskos, Dana O’Born, and 
Victoria’s mother, the Rev. Nola 
Crewe. 

Fionna Ferguson’s dastardly quiz 
once again stumped many of us, but 
the team of Alan Pearson and Ian 
McGregor won in a play-off and took 

Anna Voineskos addressing the 
haggis: “it’s all Greek to me”

Dana O’Born: ready to eat the haggis

Winner of the Welsh Rabbie: 
Jonathon Baker toasts the lassies 

Victoria Crewe-Nelson: Our MC and 
winner of the Director’s Lifetime 
Achievement Rabbie.

Winner of the Irish Rabbie: Robin 
McLernon replies to Jonathon’s toast
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Edinburgh’s Prospective Students Receive Another Star 
Briefing
by Simon Miles

As is now the custom, in March this year staff from the University of 
Edinburgh’s International Office provided prospective students from 
Ontario with an excellent introduction to the University and the city, at 
an information session in Toronto.  On 4 March, to be exact, about 80 
prospective students, supportive parents and helpful alumni witnessed 
another star performance by Scott McQuarrie and his colleague Tessa Birley.  
They were ably supported by Alan Brown, a senior lecturer at the Business 
School.  As ever, the visual materials seem to improve each year. They are 
now outstanding in their clarity, comprehensiveness and attractiveness.  I 
encourage you to check out the presentation on the web site.  It is very 
informative. Go to: www.ed.ac.uk/studying/international/info/applicant

Tessa, who was relatively new to the job when she arrived in Toronto, 
did an excellent job of setting the scene with an overview of the city and 
the University.  Edinburgh is now ranked as the best university to attend 
by international students in the UK.  In terms of overall rankings for 
universities, Edinburgh has retained its spot at number 17 in the world, 
according to the QS World University Rankings for 2014-2015.  As a 

true university, with 
a very broad range of 
disciplines – some 119 
in all, within the 22 
schools – Edinburgh 
offers a choice of 500 
undergraduate degrees, 
327 postgraduate taught 
programmes and 130 
postgraduate research 
degrees to pursue.  
Some 83 per cent of the 
research activities are 
rated world leading or 
internationally significant.  
Over 270 million pounds 
was awarded to the 
University for research in 
2013-14.

For the benefit of her 
Canadian audience, 
Tessa explained how 
the Scottish university 
system is positioned 
between that of the 
English system, with its 
focus on one subject 
for the duration of the 
three-year undergraduate 
degree, and the very 
broad approach found in 
the American system.  In 
Scotland, with a four-
year first degree, one 
can pursue optional 
majors for the first two 
years, before declaring 

All recipients thanked their Mummies 
and Daddies, but kept their 
acceptance speeches very short.

Simon Miles, as Purveyor of Rabbies, 
topped it off by awarding Toni 
and Victoria Rabbies of their own.  
Victoria won the Director’s Lifetime 
Achievement Rabbie for her masterly 
direction of recent Burns’ nights 
and Toni received her Producer’s 
Lifetime Achievement Rabbie for the 
resourceful production of numerous 
entertaining Burns’ nights back to 
longer than any of us can recall.

Thanks also go to Ian McGregor and 
Simon for camera work for which 
there were no Rabbies this year.  But 
we are working on breeding some.

The night ended with us all singing 
Auld Lang Syne and looking forward 
to next year.

EDUCT thanks Toni McGregor for 
having produced another masterful 
creation.

The Edinburgh team: Scott McQuarrie, Tessa 
Birley and Alan Brown

EDUCT members Brittany Howlett and Tom 
Card with Tessa Birley …Yes, Hanna Nowers 
escaped before the EDUCT paparazzi could 
catch up with her.

The EDUCT Rabbie
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hooked with her opening lines on how she had already decided upon 
Edinburgh as she was circling overhead prior to conducting her on-ground 
research with her mother.  She conveyed the delight of being able to study 
in the same space as one of her heroes, Charles Darwin, and be able to rub 
shoulders with the likes of Dolly the Sheep.  She highlighted some of the 
things students really care about: the safety of the city, the cheap travel 
around Europe, the chance to meet this lovely chap, Patrick, who returned 
with her to Canada; and, the cachet of the Edinburgh degree that helped 
her and Patrick enormously in securing their first jobs here. 

Tom also spent five years in Edinburgh, in his case pursuing an Honours 
LL.B. and then a Diploma in Legal Practice (Dip.L.P.).  He spoke of the 
advantages of a Canadian studying law at Edinburgh, in the European 
Union, in that he was well ahead of his friends from his school days when 
returning to start practising in Toronto.  He then spoke briefly about his firm, 
Card Immigration Law, and his services as an immigration lawyer assisting 
persons who wish to come to Canada and those who wish to move to the UK 
from Canada.  This led to several prospective students lining up to talk with 
him afterwards.

Brittany offered a brilliant summary of her 365 days at Edinburgh in three 
minutes.  She came back with an M.Sc. in English Language but had also 
found time to join many student societies, attend a few, enjoy the fabulous 
gym, volunteer to teach French, perform at a part-time job, and travel 
around Scotland and Europe.  Most impressively, the day she graduated 
she received an offer of a very good job back in Toronto.  While the job 
had nothing to do with linguistics, there were plenty of transferable skills 
involved. 

A new feature of the evening this year was that we arranged for the parents 
of a current student to be on hand to offer insights into the application 

one’s choice for one’s two final years.  
Tessa illustrated how she had taken 
full advantage of the flexibility of these 
first two years to explore her interests 
before settling on geography and 
anthropology.    

Scott introduced the audience to 
the web site and how to use it to 
answer the many questions that any 
prospective student will have with 
respect to the application process, 
including, for example, when to apply 
for a place in a student residence and 
getting a visa.  Since there is now a 
requirement for some biometric data 
to obtain a visa, this prompted some 
questions.  One new development this 
year is that the UK Immigration Act 
of 2014 has introduced a fee of £150 
a year for undergraduates to use the 
national health service.  If one stays 
for six months or less, the fee is £75. 

After noting that there are over 17,000 
alumni who are known to be in North 
America and that the University has 
recently established an office in New 
York, Scott called on Alan Pearson, 
the President of EDUCT, to introduce 
our alumni club: the benefits it 
offers returning alumni in terms of 
opportunities to network and obtain 
advice on careers; its full calendar of 
events; and, its role in fundraising for 
the University.  I then followed Alan 
with an introduction to a new EDUCT 
initiative of interest to prospective 
students – that of identifying sources 
of financial support for Canadians 
wishing to study at Edinburgh, with an 
emphasis on those sources not known 
to the University.

Next up were three EDUCT members, 
all recent graduates, to give their 
perspective of student life in 
Edinburgh.  As in previous years, this 
brought added utility and credibility to 
the evening as a whole. This year, we 
again heard from Hanna Nowers and 
Tom Card, and added Brittany Howlett 
to the roster.

Hanna gave her usual scintillating 
performance.  She had come away 
from Edinburgh with two degrees - an 
Honours B.Sc. in Neuroscience and 
an M.Sc. in the same field - after five 
years there.  She had her audience 

Joanne Chmara and Karl Loszak, whose daughter Laura is currently a 
student at Edinburgh, were on hand to advise parents on the application 
process.  
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process from the perspective of 
the parent.  Joanne Chmara and 
Karl Loszak, whose daughter Laura 
is pursuing an M.A. (Hons.) in 
Cognitive Science, at Edinburgh, 
kindly offered to join us.  It proved 
to be a very helpful addition to the 
programme. 

As ever, a lively reception followed 
with lots of questions for Scott, 
Tessa, Alan, Joanne, Karl and the 
alumni present.

Reid Morden, Former Head 
Of Canada’s Foreign Service, 
Talks To EDUCT
by James Hunter

EDUCT’s 2015 Annual Dinner 
took place on Friday 17 April in 
the Great Hall of the Arts and 
Letters Club in Toronto.  EDUCT’s 
President, Alan Pearson, acted as 
a most able master of ceremonies 
for the evening.  Notable guests in 
attendance included Fern Horine, 
the British Deputy Consul General, 
Joanna Storrar, the New York-based 
Executive Director of the University’s 
North American Office, and our most 
far-flung member, Niraj Varma, who 
travelled from Cleveland, Ohio, to be 
at the Dinner.

A feature of this Dinner is that 
everyone changes places after 
each course, and thus gets to meet 
more alumni and guests than would 
otherwise be possible.  This is no 
random exercise.  The musical 
chair routine is worked out ahead 
of time with military precision by 
the Dinner’s organiser, Simon Miles.  
(If Simon ever tires of his day job 
as a public policy consultant, he 
clearly has a bright future as a 
choreographer.)

The after-dinner speaker was 
Reid Morden.  Mr. Morden has 
had an illustrious career in the 
public service of Canada.  Past 
appointments include: Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Head of 
the Canadian Security Intelligence 
Service (Canada’s spy agency) and 
President and CEO of Atomic Energy 
of Canada.

Mr. Morden’s topic was: Canada – Global Citizen or Village Scold?  What he 
delivered to his audience was a tour de force summary of Canada’s current 
role in global issues:

On the Middle East: Canada’s unwavering support for Israel comes at a 
price: the loss of a seat on the UN Security Council was a result, at least in 
part, of this policy.  The closure of the Canadian embassy in Tehran serves 
no purpose.  As Churchill said: “Jaw Jaw is better than War War”.

On Europe: Ukraine is a European problem, not Canada’s.  On the other 
hand, support of our US and UK allies in this conflict (and in places like Iraq 
and Syria) will “check a box” in Washington. 

On America: Our most important relationship lies south of the border: it is a 
24/7, 365 day per annum concern.  This will always be the case.  America is 
our best friend: “whether we like it or not, and whether the Americans know 
it or not”.

On India: It’s time to turn the page on India after Mrs. Gandhi exploded a 
nuclear bomb 40 years ago.  Canada’s policy on India is now more business-
driven, less principle driven.  Certainly, deploying Canadian troops in 
Kashmir to keep the peace between two nuclear-armed powers would not be 
contemplated today.

The speaker, Reid Morden (centre), is welcomed by Alan Pearson (left) and 
Jim Hunter 

The setting: The Great Hall of the Arts and Letters Club



EDUCT News May 2015

7

Edwin Baynes’ Research Covered by the BBC 
by Simon Miles

Edwin Baynes is in the final stages of completing his doctorate at Edinburgh.  
Edwin is one of the postgraduates who has received some financial support 
from the EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund.  In his case, it was for his work 
on the impact of megafloods in shaping the landscape in Iceland.  

One of his recent papers caught the eye of a BBC reporter and that led to 
his being interviewed on 10 February 2015.  You can find the full story on 
the BBC’s web site at
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-31356229

In essence, Edwin and his colleagues have been able to show that the 
massive amounts of water, that are created from the rapid melting of 
glaciers as volcanoes erupt under them, have enormous powers of erosion.  
In the canyon Edwin was focusing on, he found that with just a few days of 
such floods, on three separate occasions separated by thousands of years, 
major waterfalls have been moved up to 2km upstream on each occasion.  
Given that Europe’s highest waterfall, at Dettifoss, with a current height of 
54 metres, is one of the waterfalls so affected, this erosive force is truly 
remarkable.

Edwin says that the paper that attracted the BBC’s attention will form one 
of his ‘results’ chapters in his thesis.  The title of the thesis is ‘Constraining 
bedrock erosion during extreme flood events in Iceland’.  He has again 
expressed his gratitude to EDUCT for having funded his trip to Potsdam 
where he was able to conduct the analysis of rock samples that enabled 
him to put fairly precise dates on the exposure of the rocks to the 
atmosphere, and thus calculate the dates and the rapidity of the major 
periods of erosion of a major river valley.  The full reference for the paper 
is: Baynes E.R.C., Attal M., Niedermann S., Kirstein L.A., Dugmore A.J., 
Naylor M. (2015) ‘Erosion during extreme flood events dominates Holocene 

On Asia: Japan and China should be 
our partners, but trouble looms in the 
South China Sea.  

Mr. Morden quoted from a speech 
in the British House of Commons 
by nineteenth-century British prime 
minister (and Edinburgh alumnus) 
Lord Palmerston:  “We have no 
eternal allies and we have no 
perpetual enemies.  Our interests 
are eternal and perpetual, and those 
interests it is our duty to follow.”  Our 
speaker added that he subscribed to 
this dictum.

In response to questions:
On Sub-Saharan Africa: the apogee 
of the influence of Canadian foreign 
policy in this region came when Brian 
Mulroney led the charge against 
apartheid in South Africa in the face 
of opposition from Mrs. Thatcher and 
President Reagan.

On South America: Canada has 
big investments in Chile.  We are 
currently helping central American 
countries build democratic 
institutions supported by the rule 
of law.  However, we should not 
overlook the fact that not many 
Canadians speak Spanish.  Since the 
articulation of the Monroe Doctrine, 
the United States has been, and will 
always be, the major foreign player 
in South America.

On Mexico: Mexico wants visa 
relaxation but seems deaf to 
Canadian concerns about illegal 
Mexican immigration to Canada.  
Friendship is a two way-street.

On the civil service as a force in 
shaping and integrating policy: 
current civil servants are very able, 
but perhaps less allowed to speak 
truth to power than under previous 
political leaders.  The Prime Minister 
seems to have taken over the 
management of the more important 
foreign affair issues.

The brief summary set out above 
does not do credit to the deft and 
authoritative overview of Canada’s 
place in the world set out by Mr. 
Morden.  This was a masterly 
exposition, well-calibrated for the 
after-dinner audience, and greatly 
appreciated by all present.

Looking upstream towards Hafragilsfoss in the Jökulsárgljúfur canyon, 
northeast Iceland. The canyon was formed during extreme flood events in 
the last 10,000 years, eroded by the upstream migration of waterfalls
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canyon evolution in northeast 
Iceland’. Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences 112 (8), 2355-
2360.  The paper can be found 
at http://www.pnas.org/content/
early/2015/02/04/1415443112

The photograph, by Edwin’s colleague 
Mikael Attal, shows the Hafragilsfoss 
waterfall in the Jökulsárgljúfur 
canyon.  The much larger Dettifoss 
waterfall is about 2km upstream.   

Edwin expects to receive his 
doctorate this summer.  His preferred 
career path is to remain in academia, 
in the same general field that he 
is currently working in.  However, 
he is looking to diversify away 
slightly from the specifics of large 
floods and into different aspects of 
understanding how rivers affect the 
evolution of landscapes.  Anyone with 
a lead to a post-doctoral research 
position in this field who may be in 
able to help Edwin is urged to contact 
him at e.r.c.baynes@ed.ac.uk

EDUCT wishes Edwin the very best 
for his future career.

EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund: Now for the Next 
Milestone
by Simon Miles

EDUCT has two good news items to report with respect to the EDUCT 
Geography Centenary Fund.

First, we were delighted to learn that the research findings of Edwin Baynes, 
one of the post-graduate students whom the Fund has been able to support 
in a small way, have caught the attention of the BBC.  Details can be found 
in the preceding article.    

Secondly, the Fund has enjoyed further growth.  When we reported last, the 
Fund’s total investment stood at £52,013. At the end of March, the latest 
data we had at the time of writing, the total investment stood at £57,555. 
We are clearly well on our way to our next milestone of £60,000.

The next J. Wreford Watson Lecture is scheduled to be held in 2016.  For 
those who have yet to catch up with the last two lectures, please go to 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/geosciences/research/research-
institutes/geog-lived-environment/open-lectures/overview
 
There, you will find a link to the 2014 lecture, by Professor Danny Dorling, 
which is on a podcast, and you will see a link to the YouTube video of the 
2012 lecture by Will Self. 

On that same page you will find information on the research of some of the 
students who have been supported by the EGCF.

All interested are reminded that the Fund remains open for further 
contributions.  Any assistance you can give to help us get to the next 
milestone of £60,000 would be much appreciated by all in Edinburgh.  

EDUCT Decennial Endowment Fund: Update
by Simon Miles

As was reported in our January 2015 newsletter, EDUCT has been successful 
in raising the initial £100,000 which has created a permanently endowed 
fund to provide an annual grant to four students (undergraduate or 
postgraduate) who might otherwise struggle financially to attend Edinburgh.  
As of 31 March 2015, the latest data we had at the time of writing, the total 
investment stood at £119,278. It is anticipated that the first four awards will 
be made this September.  The fund remains open.

Edinburgh’s	Plans	To	Restore	Three	Magnificent	Buildings
by Simon Miles

On Friday, 13 February 2015, EDUCT’s Board had the pleasure of hosting 
two senior staff members from our University.  James Clayton-Jones is the 
Development Manager of University Projects, and Joe Marshall is Head of 
the Centre for Research Collections and Rare Books Librarian.  We took 
them to lunch (as our personal guests, we must emphasize) at Osgoode 
Hall – a splendid setting for the theme of our meeting.  James’s remit seems 
to embrace the raising of funds for all projects that do not fit comfortably 
within the portfolios of the three Colleges.  We wanted to hear more on what 
this entails.

The University is the second largest landowner in the City of Edinburgh, 
after the City itself.  Raising money to maintain the many buildings that 
comprise the University’s estate is not nearly as easy as funding bursaries 
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terms.  Most of the funds have been raised.  But another £2M is still needed.  

If you would like to help, there are various ways in which you can do so.  If 
you can spare £115,000 to match Sir William’s original sum, then you will 
be honoured by being welcomed into The McEwan Circle.  Alternatively, later 
this year the University will be launching the Pathway To Enlightenment, 

and scholarships.  And yet it is just 
as important.  All of us have heard 
tales of other universities with 
leaking roofs and closed rooms.  
Edinburgh has had its share of such 
experiences. 

James introduced us to three 
campaigns that he is overseeing 
now: The McEwan Hall Restoration 
Project – Bridging the Centuries; 
The St Cecilia’s Hall Project; and The 
Old College Law Campaign. 

The McEwan Hall Restoration 
Project.  For many of us, our first 
and last moments as a student were 
spent at McEwan Hall.  This is where 
one matriculated and where one 
received that well-deserved degree.  
One may have been nervous or 
downright relieved on each occasion, 
but both were memorable.  And 
doubtless you will remember the 
ornate ceiling and the sheer scale 
of the main hall.  Designed, at the 
behest of its benefactor, Sir William 
McEwan, the brewer, to be a hall 
for public use, the building is well 
known to all in Edinburgh.  And, 
whatever one’s taste in architecture, 
the building’s role in student life has 
meant that it had to be a priority 
for the University to restore it when 
it eventually succumbed to the 
elements.

Built between 1887 and 1897, the 
Hall is sadly beginning to show its 
age. Its foundations now need to be 
checked and its ageing limestone 
exterior is to be restored.  Its 
basement has enormous potential 
and is to be renovated and opened 
up to make the Hall more accessible.  
The main hall will be rendered 
more versatile in its use.  Bristo 
Square, onto which it faces, is to 
be landscaped and made more 
welcoming.  While this work is 
proceeding, graduation ceremonies 
will be held in the Usher Hall.  

The total cost of the restoration is 
estimated to be £33M.  Given that 
Sir William donated £115,000 for 
the erection of the building, that 
may seem a lot.  However, bear in 
mind that today’s equivalent of that 
£115,000 is £46M in real income 

Lunch at Osgoode Hall: (from left) Chris Valley Ban, Victoria Crewe-Nelson, 
Alan Pearson, James Clayton-Jones, Toni McGregor, Joe Marshall and Simon 
Miles

McEwan Hall: artist’s rendering of a cross-section of the new entry pavilion 
and basement of the Hall
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where alumni will have the 
opportunity to have their name 
recognized within in the building 
for a donation ranging from £150 
to £5,000.  Whatever you give will 
be much appreciated.  For more 
information go to   

http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-
departments/development-alumni/
fundraising/projects/mcewan-hall

The St. Cecilia’s Hall Project.  
This delightful building is quite 
possibly something you never 
stumbled across while in Edinburgh.  
It is tucked away on the north-
east corner of Niddry Street and 
Cowgate.  One can look down on 
it from South Bridge as one walks 
above Cowgate.  Designed by 
Robert Mylne, and erected in 1763, 
today the building is in a sorry state 
externally.  However, it is home 
to what has become one of the 
world’s best collections of historical 
musical instruments.  These are 
on display in three galleries that 
surround the actual concert hall.  
This beautiful, oval-shaped hall is 
the oldest purpose-built concert hall 
in Scotland.  It has a magnificent 
skylight.  Paul Bradley and I were 
fortunate enough to enjoy lunch 
amid the musical instruments in one 
of the meetings that launched the 
University’s Fund-raising Campaign 
in 2006.  One can enjoy tours of 
these musical instruments, and 
hear them played.  Remarkably, 
St. Cecilia’s Hall is the only place 
in the world where one can hear 
18th century music played on 18th 
century instruments in an 18th 
century hall. 

The University’s vision is to restore 
and extend the building, ensure 
the preservation of the collection, 
and improve both public access and 
public enjoyment of the experience 
of visiting the concert hall and the 
collection.

The total cost of the restoration 
and related work is estimated to 
be £6.5M.  There is still £1.9M 
to be raised.  If you feel inspired 
to contribute a few notes to help 
the campaign end on a high note, 

your generosity 
will indeed be 
noted!  For more 
information on all 
of the instruments 
in the collection, 
the building and 
the campaign, go 
to: http://www.
stcecilias.ed.ac.uk/

One wonderful 
attribute of this 
web site is that 
you can listen to 
the sound of each 
of the instruments.

The Old College 
Law Campaign.  
We introduced 
this campaign 
in our January 
2015 Newsletter.  
However, James 
was able to tell 
us more about 
the financial 
details of the 
campaign.  It will 
cost approximately 
£2M to complete 
the work on the 

building and strengthen the capacity of the School of Law to offer bursaries 
and to support a law clinic through which law students practise their 
profession by offering pro bono assistance to needy persons seeking legal 
advice.  There is still £1.8M to be raised.  

One way you may wish to be 
remembered, while making a valuable 
contribution to the restoration of Old 
College, is to donate £1,789 towards 
the restoration of the octagonal 
Lecture Theatre 270, with the 
beautiful skylight, designed by Robert 
Adam.  For this sum, your name will 
be placed on one of the seats in the 
room.  We understand this offer is 
also open to the non-lawyers among 
us!  Why 1789?  That was the date 
the foundation stone for the College, 
then New College, was laid.

More can be read about each of these 
buildings in the new book on our 
University written by Jean Grier and 
Mary Bownes, Private Giving, Public 
Good, The Impact of Philanthropy at 
the University of Edinburgh, which 

St Cecilia’s oval-shaped concert hall

Naturhorn, circa 1822 to 1843, from the 
collection in St. Cecilia’s Hall
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we reviewed in our September 2014 
newsletter.  (For more information 
on how to obtain this book, see p. 
25 of this newsletter.)

If you would like to find out how you 
can help your University with the 
restoration of any one of these three 
buildings, please contact James 
Clayton-Jones at ++ 44-131-651-
7131 or James.CJones@ed.ac.uk

All donations receive a charitable 
donation receipt recognized by the 
Canada Revenue Agency for tax 
purposes.

Although we spent most of our lunch 
talking about these projects, we 
did touch upon Joe’s work on the 
preservation of special collections.  
The special collections at Edinburgh 
are used very frequently: they 
have to earn their keep.  One of 
Joe’s recent projects is one in which 
EDUCT played a key role in making 
it a reality.  This is the creation of 
the much-expanded collection of 
the works of John Macmurray, the 
Scottish philosopher. We covered 
it in the January 2015 newsletter.  
We expect to be bringing you more 
news on Joe’s work in a later issue.

Edinburgh’s Internships 
Initiative: Up and Running
by Elisabeth Peterson

Each spring in Edinburgh brings 
a flurry of coursework, exams 
and, for many second- and third-
year students, summer internship 
applications.  Internships are 
undeniably attractive to students in 
their promise to develop skills, give 
résumés a competitive edge, and 
give insight into what the day-to-day 
experiences of jobs truly are.  In 
addition, for American and Canadian 
students at Edinburgh, internships 
are an invaluable opportunity to 
cultivate a personal and professional 
network in the places that many of 
us plan to return to after graduating 
from McEwan Hall. 

My internships at the European 
Parliament and in the University’s 
own North American Office allowed 

me to see the application of my English Literature degree from Edinburgh, 
in that to succeed in both was to communicate clearly and effectively.  Both 
opportunities also introduced me to people, many of whom were Edinburgh 
graduates, who would inspire and influence my professional aspirations.  My 
main responsibility in the North American Office last summer was to identify 
and develop internship opportunities in six cities across the continent, one 
being Toronto.  This role allowed me to speak with an array of fascinating 
and supportive members of the Edinburgh community, members of the 
alumni clubs and beyond, without whom the internships initiative would not 
be nearly as successful. 
On my return to Edinburgh I was pleased to be able to continue my work 

Old College in 1900. The drinking fountain shown here was installed in the 
19th century and removed in the 20th century. With the lawn now in place, 
perhaps an ornamental fountain would provide a fine focal point.

Elisabeth Peterson
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on this project alongside my 
studies.  It was an adjustment to 
contact employers with the time 
distance in mind, and I must admit 
that I missed the view from the 
North American office, looking 
out upon St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
from the Rockefeller Center in 
New York.  Overall, though, it has 
been very encouraging to see 
the conversations that I had last 
summer begin come into fruition.  
There is an immense range of 
sectors and roles represented in 
these internship opportunities, which 
is certainly reflective of our diverse 
alumni body. 

However, we are always interested 
in learning about more internships 
or starting the conversation about 
what a new internship opportunity 
could look like.  The University of 
Edinburgh is now the top destination 
for North Americans studying in the 
UK, and supporting international 
internship and professional 
opportunities is one of the most 
effective ways to give back to the 
community, and to ensure that 
our university continues to be as 
competitive as possible.  Although 
I am graduating this summer, my 
replacement, Sarah Manavis, will be 
continuing to source opportunities 
for the future, and would welcome 
the opportunity to speak with you 
about internships at your company 
or organisation.
Sarah will be based in New York 
for the latter half of the summer.  
As I write this, Sarah has yet to 
start work and thus has yet to 
be assigned an e-mail address.  
However, any ideas or questions 
you may have for her, even before 
she starts work, can be sent to 
the generic e-mail for internships, 
at employ.ed@ed.ac.uk   Since 
this e-mail is overseen by Jenni 
Dixon, the Internships Manager in 
Edinburgh, and her team, you can 
be assured of an answer at all times. 

The internships already identified 
are indicative of a tremendous 
collaborative effort between the 
Development and Alumni office 
and our alumni clubs, the Careers 
Service, the North American office, 

and our student presence, the North American Society.  EDUCT members 
who have graduated over the past couple of years will remember the North 
American Society (EUNAS) as a new group that has quickly become the 
second-largest students’ society on campus.  In 2013 it was recognized 
as EUSA’s Best New Society.  By including EUNAS as a stakeholder of this 
project, I am confident that we are not only supporting the professional 
endeavours of students, but also supporting the future health of the regional 
alumni clubs, which many current EUNAS members will doubtless join 
upon their return to North America.  As we approach the summer, I am 
eagerly anticipating seeing the results of the combined efforts of all of these 
stakeholders in the form of summer internship opportunities in Canada and 
the United States.  To all who have helped me and my colleagues, in New 
York and Edinburgh, in getting this new initiative off the ground, I extend a 
big thank you.

Letter From Ottawa
by Kirsty Duncan, M.P.

Hello and warmest wishes to everyone in our terrific club!  It is 
tremendously exciting to see how EDUCT has flourished; and even though I 
do not always get to attend and to see you all, I do follow all your activities!

Our Editor, Simon Miles, has asked if I might send another update from 
Parliament as we approach another election and, of course, I am happy to 
oblige.

It is hard to believe we are in the fourth year of this Parliament, and that 
an election will be coming soon.  Currently, I am pleased to serve as the 
Liberal critic for consular affairs, international development, and the Status 
of Women, and have recently had sport added to my duties during the Year 
of Sport in Canada.  As a former gymnast, marathoner, and triathlete, and 
as a diving coach and judge, I was delighted to be at the Canada Games to 
cheer on our outstanding athletes, and am very much looking forward to 
Toronto’s hosting of the Pan and Parapan American Games.  I do hope you 
will all have the opportunity to enjoy the Games.

I love my critic roles, and have been very busy with the responsibility to 
protect - as well as critical issues such as addressing the Ebola crisis, and 
fighting for more humanitarian aid in areas such as Iraq, South Sudan, and 
Syria, and particularly for the protection of children.

There have been some special joys over the last two years.  One was being 
able to give back to Scotland, as I served on Scotland’s Council of Economic 
Advisers.  And another was being one of eight parliamentarians chosen from 
around the world to serve as a champion for disaster risk reduction for the 
United Nations.

With respect to the Status of Women, I was pleased to go to Burma, and 
have the opportunity to work with women Parliamentarians, and to learn of 
their work, and the challenges they have overcome.  More recently, I was in 
New York City for meetings of the UN Commission on the Status of Women 
(CSW).  This year is very special for CSW, as it was twenty years ago, in 
Beijing, that countries signed on to a global blueprint for gender equality 
and women’s empowerment.  According to a senior United Nations’ official, 
achieving that goal remains “humanity’s biggest project.”  In fact, Canada 
currently ranks 19th among 142 countries regarding the gender gap, 42nd 
in female parliamentary representation, and a shocking 100th on health and 
survival.
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In addition to my national roles, I 
love serving our Etobicoke North 
community.  We are proudly the fifth 
most diverse riding in the country; 
my Hindi, Punjabi, Somali, Tamil, 
and Urdu are all improving, and 
our office makes a concerted and 
continuing effort to learn languages.  
We proudly do politics differently in 
Etobicoke North!  My youth group 
has run a free weekly homework 
club, I run a clothing bank from 
downstairs, and I have a group of 
wonderful women who knit warm 
woollen goods for the community.  
This year we delivered over 700 
Christmas and New Year’s toys to 
the community.  We are one of the 
busiest constituency offices in the 
country, seeing about 100 families 
per day.

Although I left a job I loved at 
the university, with students I 
appreciated and research I found 
stimulating, it is hard to beat serving 
the community where I was born 
and raised.

My friends, I hope to see you all 
soon, and catch up in person.  Know 
you are always in my thoughts, that 
I follow your good work, and that I 
am an email away should you need 
anything.

Slàinte mhath!
Kirsty

Editor’s Note: Kirsty Duncan (Liberal Party) is the M.P. for Etobicoke 
North.  She was first elected in October 2008. Kirsty graduated from 
Edinburgh with a Ph.D. in Geography in 1993, and was a founding director 
of EDUCT.  She was a member of the Canadian team of scientists that, 
along with other teams from other countries, contributed to the work of 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change when it was named as a 
co-recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize in 2007.  It shared the prize with Al 
Gore for their efforts to build up and disseminate greater knowledge about 
human-made climate change and to lay the foundations for the measures 
that are needed to counteract such change.  Kirsty’s own contribution was 
on health impacts of climate change.

Calgary Sunset: Painting by Hiroshi Shimazaki 
by Leonard Evenden 

Editor’s Note: Len Evenden is a Friend of EDUCT.  He graduated from 
Edinburgh with a Ph.D. in Geography in 1970. His particular interest is in the 
geography of urban areas.  Now retired, he was a Professor of Geography 
at Simon Fraser University, in British Columbia, where he also served as 
the Director of the Centre for Canadian Studies.  Hiroshi Shimazaki was 
Simon Fraser’s first doctoral graduate in Human Geography, in 1975, and 
later became a Professor of International Management at the University 
of Lethbridge.  He, too, is now retired and lives in the Sechelt area north 
of Vancouver, where he devotes his time to painting.  Len drew to the 
attention of your Editor the ongoing collaboration he and Hiroshi have had in 
capturing the images of places in Canada, with Hiroshi painting a scene and 
Len, later, visiting the same place and capturing it in words.  This portrait 
of Calgary illustrates this collaboration at work.  Their series is known as 
Canadian Landscapes by Brush &Pen Series.  The paintings are not for sale.  
More information on Hiroshi’s work can be found by going to   
www.hiroshishimazaki.com

High and dry.  Ambitious and prosperous.  Confident and energetic.  But 
vulnerable.  With about 1.2 million people, Calgary is now the largest of 
the prairie cities. Yet it appears from a distance as a tiny interruption in 
the enveloping plains, the view to the west visible as the variegated line 
of the distant Rocky Mountains.  Where the Elbow and the Bow Rivers join 

Kirsty Duncan, M.P.
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to flow eastward to Hudson Bay, 
a strategically located fort once 
provided the focus for early non-
native settlement. Now, from a 
densely built-up central area, the 
modern city’s suburbs spread out 
across the prairie.

Writing of Alberta for the Centennial 
year of the Canadian Confederation 
in 1967, poet and novelist Robert 
Kroetsch highlighted summer and 
winter, the plains and mountains, 
First Nations and the ‘boom’ of the 
petroleum economy; but he said 
nothing about the urban centres, 
great and small.  If his image then 
was one of extensive space, we 
must now include the sophisticated 
and fast-developing centres of 
research, education, finance and 
government.  All this is implied in 
how Hiroshi interprets intensity: of 
summer heat and pace of activity; 
of the concentration of corporate 
towers, as though spawned from the 
Calgary Tower, that slender stem in 
the centre with the bulb of viewing 
platforms opening at the top; of 
the dominant Saddledome, home to 
professional hockey in winter and 
anchoring the Calgary Stampede 
in summer, that celebration to 
mark the living history of the 
region – ranching, First Nations, the 
‘booming’ oil economy and more.

If the Calgary summer is intense 
and hot, winter is its match in the 
intensity of cold.  But the weather is 
also highly variable.  In this semi-
desert ‘short-grass region’, snow 
falls lightly and is often swept up 
by the intermittent ‘Chinook’ winds 
that blow from the west. The arch 
of high cloud that forms across the 
sky limns the Chinook, the warming 
wind that evaporates moisture from 
the lower atmospheric layers.  The 
arch frames the region and positions 
the city in the wider environment.  
But the city is vulnerable in that 
the waters from the mountains, 
the source of life, will diminish as 
glaciers shrink and as the distant 
high-elevation snow pack declines.  
For all the prosperity and optimism 
there remains the need for both 
short and long term consideration of 
the implications of climate change.

Health, The Built Environment And Active Transportation
by David Mowat

Editor’s Note: David Mowat received his MBChB from Edinburgh in 1972 and 
his MPH from the University of California, Berkeley, in 1980.  Currently, he 
is the Medical Officer of Health for the Region of Peel.  He has also served 
as Chief Medical Officer for Ontario and Deputy Chief of the Public Health 
Agency of Canada.  Recently, he told me of his work with colleagues across 
the country in pulling together research on the links between health, the 
built environment and active transportation.  He kindly agreed to provide us 
with an introduction to this research, which is so central to our health and 
well-being.   

Canadians value their health care system highly, and have high expectations 
concerning the care they will receive should they become ill.  Providing this 
care for the sick is, however, a challenge:  in Ontario the Ministry of Health 
consumes 42% of the provincial budget, and whether increases of health 
expenditures can be constrained over the long term is still an unanswered 
question.  This is a complex problem, so I will consider here only the issue 
of obesity, its relationship to physical activity, and its consequences.

In 2011/12, 27% of males 
and 23% of females reported 
heights and weights which 
placed them in the obese 
category; adding in those who 
are overweight it’s 71% and 
54 % respectively.  Obesity in 
children has tripled in the last 
25 years, and their physical 
fitness has deteriorated.  

Obesity and a sedentary 
lifestyle are causally related to 
type II diabetes.  At present 
about 11% of adults in 
Ontario have diabetes.  That is 

predicted to increase to one in six adults within the next 15 years, with most 
of the increase due to aging.

Why?  We know that Canadians eat more calories than in the past, and 
our levels of physical activity have dropped.  Unfortunately, the response 
has largely concentrated on telling people to eat less and to take more 
“exercise”.  But who doesn’t know that already?  We don’t exercise because 
we are too busy – and we don’t like it.  Only 15% of Canadians regularly 
engage in recreational activity and, among those who are most active, only 
about 10% of the energy they expend is related to recreation.  As a society, 
we use less and less energy at home, at work, and getting to and from 
work.  Ironically, energy expended in recreation has not changed.  What 
matters is not recreation but utilitarian physical activity - going about one’s 
daily business and getting from A to B.

Larry Frank has shown that, in Washington State, each additional hour 
spent in a car per day was associated with a 6% increase in the odds of 
being obese, whilst each additional kilometer walked per day was associated 
with a 4.8% reduction in the odds of being obese.  Rick Glazier and Gillian 
Booth’s work in Toronto has shown that people who live in neighbourhoods 
that are more walkable are more physically active, less likely to be obese 
and less likely to have diabetes.  There is a large and growing body of 
literature with similar findings.  Walkability is created by a built environment 

David Mowat
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that has a high residential density, 
mixed use (a mix of residential, 
retail, employment, etc.) and 
connectivity (an old-fashioned 
highly-connected street plan rather 
than the crescents and cul-de-sacs 
of the suburbs). Health-supporting 
communities are also complete 
communities, with good access 
to housing, employment, schools, 
shopping, public transportation, 
cultural activities, parks and 
recreation; complete streets are 
safe and convenient for all ages 
and abilities, and for all modes 
of transportation, particularly 
pedestrians, cyclists and transit 
users. Active transportation (i.e. 
using muscle power) has been 
found to be an important variable 
predicting physical activity and 
the prevalence of obesity and 
diabetes in populations.  Walking 
and cycling are two forms of active 
transportation.  Less obviously, 
using public transportation is also 
active, in that one must walk to or 
from the bus stop or train station 
at each end of the journey.  The 
average walk is about 19 minutes 
each way.  This means that using 
public transit alone is enough to 
meet the minimum recommended 
daily levels of physical activity.

Work undertaken last year by 
medical officers of health in the 
Greater Toronto/Hamilton Area 
took the “Big Move” proposed 
by Metrolinx and examined its 
predicted health effects.  From a 
health perspective the $2 billion 
annual expenditure would result 
in the annual prevention of 184 
premature deaths and 1061 cases of 
diabetes through increased physical 
activity, and 154 premature deaths 
and 90 hospitalizations through 
reduced traffic-related air pollution.  
This analysis does not include the 
costs of disability and reduced 
productivity, or the costs of chronic 
diseases other than diabetes, or 
excess injuries or poor mental health 
related to commuting.  And these 
health benefits are in addition to 
reduced traffic congestion, better 
quality of life, and environmental 
sustainability.

We usually think about health care 

in terms of making sick people well again.  But we can also think about why 
people get sick in the first place.  We can stop asking people to do things 
for their health that are too difficult, if not impossible, and we can recognize 
that our health depends upon how – and where – we live.

Phew!
by Simon Miles

Whatever your political stripe, as an Edinburgh alumnus you will doubtless 
be pleased to know that the cabinet of the new British government has two 
Edinburgh graduates in its ranks.  Congratulations go to the Rt. Hon. David 
Mundell, for having just squeezed back into his Westminster seat, and to the 
Rt. Hon. Amber Rudd, for having increased her majority considerably.  

David graduated in law at Edinburgh.  He had been active in politics since 
the age of 14, when he joined the Young Conservatives.  As a student he 
defected to the Social Democratic Party and represented that party on local 
councils from 1984 to 1987.   He moved back to the Conservatives and by 
1999 he had become a “list” member of the Scottish Parliament.  In the 
2005 he was elected as MP for Dumfriesshire, Clydesdale and Tweeddale and 
in December that year became the Shadow Secretary of State for Scotland.  
Since that time, he has been the only Conservative MP representing a 
Scottish constituency in Westminster. In the 2010 elections, the large 
number of Liberal Democrats from Scotland understandably meant that 
the office of Secretary of State for Scotland went first to Danny Alexander 
and latterly to Michael Moore (another Edinburgh graduate).  David was 
appointed to the non-cabinet post of Under-Secretary of State for Scotland.  

This time around, despite the overwhelming tide of votes for the Scottish 
Nationalist Party, David still managed to top the poll, but with a margin of 
just 758 votes.  Again, he was the only Conservative to go to Westminster.  
Phew indeed! 

This time, with no coalition 
government, David was appointed to 
the cabinet post of Secretary of State 
for Scotland.

Amber Rudd graduated in history 
from Edinburgh.  Her early career 
was in banking with J. P. Morgan 
in London and New York and in 
venture capital in London.  A stint 
as a financial journalist followed.  
She then built on this experience 
by establishing an executive search 
and human resources company 
specializing in the financial services 
and business media sectors.  Her 
first run at being elected, in 2005, 
was in Liverpool.  As is so often the 
case in Britain, candidates are given 
tough seats to fight for the first time 
around.  She lost.  Not discouraged, 
she went on to win at Hastings and 
Rye in 2010 with a majority of just 
under 2,000 votes.  This time around, 
given the polls, she had been ready 

for defeat.  She was reportedly mightily 
relieved at having been re-elected.  

The Rt. Hon. David Mundell,
Secretary of State for Scotland 



EDUCT News May 2015

16

And delighted to learn that she had 
increased her majority substantially.  
Phew, again!

Amber’s parliamentary career has 
seen her rise from her first major 
post, of Parliamentary Private 
Secretary to the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer (2012 to 2013), to 
Parliamentary Undersecretary of 
State for Climate Change (2014 to 
2015), and now, as a member of the 
new cabinet, to Secretary of State 
for Energy and Climate Change.  

Both David and Amber are literally 
in a couple of hot seats.  Keeping 
Scotland happy will be a major 
challenge, but so, too, will be the 
task of providing a leadership role 
in the negotiations to achieve a 
global agreement on the necessary 
collaboration to bring down global 
emissions of greenhouse gases. 

EDUCT wishes both Amber and 
David the very best for their time in 
office.

EDUCT thanks Geoffrey Rose for 
the lead for this story and wishes to 
acknowledge Wikipedia and the UK 
Government as the prime sources of 
information.

FAMOUS ALUMNI

James Hutton: Geologist, Physician, Chemical Manufacturer, 
Experimental Agriculturalist 
by Simon Miles

In recognition of the University of Edinburgh having launched a campaign to 
finance the GeoSciences Undergraduate Fieldwork Fund, we have selected 
James Hutton to be the famous alumnus profiled in this issue of EDUCT 
News.  For more information on the campaign, see the article following this 
one.

James Hutton was best known as a geologist.  However, his education and 
his curiosity led to a life of continuous exploration in many fields, which 
doubtless contributed to the groundbreaking nature of his publication on the 
theory of the formation and evolution of the Earth.  He was in every sense 
of the term a man of the Scottish Enlightenment.  

An alumnus of the University of Edinburgh, his name lives on in such forms 
as James Hutton Road, which is, most appropriately, where one finds the 
much of the University’s School of GeoSciences at King’s Buildings.  Then 
there is the James Hutton Institute, in Aberdeen, which is renowned for its 
work in innovative agricultural practices and its mission of linking agriculture 
and environmental sciences.  And the students at Edinburgh have their 
Hutton Club, which is a forum for weekly seminars featuring visitors from 
universities around the UK and from abroad on a wide range of issues within 
geosciences.

James Hutton was born in Edinburgh in 1726.  His father, who was the City 
of Edinburgh’s Treasurer, died when James was three.  His mother ensured 
he had a good education.  He attended the Royal High School when it was 
located in the Blackfriar’s Monastery and he went on to the University of 
Edinburgh at the age of 14 to study Latin and Greek.  As was often the case 
in those days, he did not graduate.  On leaving the University when 17 he 
entered a law firm, but stayed only a year.  He then became a physician’s 
assistant while also attending lectures in medicine at the University.  He 
continued this for about three years but again did not graduate.  The next 
stop was the University of Paris for about a year and then the University of 
Leiden for another year.  In 1749 he did graduate, from Leiden, as a Doctor 
of Medicine.  His thesis was on blood circulation.

Hutton returned to Edinburgh, but not to practise medicine.  Instead, he 
joined forces with an old friend, James Davie, and together they became 
successful at manufacturing crystalline salt.  Previous to this, the chemical 
had to be imported from Egypt.  He also became an urban property owner 
at this time.

In the mid-1750s, when he was about 28, he moved back to the family 
farms in Berwickshire.  This was about the time when the agricultural 
revolution was beginning in other parts of Britain.  Hutton was part of this 
new movement and began experimenting in animal and plant husbandry.  
He recorded his ideas in his unpublished work, The Elements of Agriculture.

Through his work on the land he became fascinated by soil and rock 
formation.  In 1764 he joined George Maxwell-Clerk on a tour of northern 
Scotland.  By 1768 he had moved back to Edinburgh.  He retained 
ownership of his farms and continued with occasional experiments in 
agriculture, but by this time his theories of the formation and evolution of 
the Earth were beginning to gel.  He built a house overlooking Salisbury 
Crags and became involved with other leading intellectuals of the day 

The Rt. Hon. Amber Rudd, 
Secretary of State for Energy and 
Climate Change
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through the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh.  Although he held no 
post at the University, it was through 
his network of friends that his ideas 
and thinking found their way into 
the teaching at the University.  With 
Joseph Black, the chemist, and 
Adam Smith, the economist, he 
founded the Oyster Club for weekly 
debates on all manner of issues.  
David Hume, the philosopher, and 
John Playfair, the natural philosopher 
and mathematician, were other close 
friends.

Hutton’s landmark book, published 
in 1788, was his Theory of the 
Earth; or an Investigation of the 
Laws observable in the Composition, 
Dissolution, and Restoration of 
Land upon the Globe.  In essence, 
he was arguing for what later 
became known as a theory of 
uniformitarianism, that is, that the 
Earth had evolved from having 
gone through many long cycles 
of change that exhibited a certain 
uniformity.  Central to his thinking 
was an appreciation that below the 
surface a source of enormous heat 
was changing the nature of rocks 
and creating an expansive force 
sufficient to lift rock from the bottom 
of the ocean to the heights that he 
was able to observe it at.  

Until his time, the predominant 
thinking was that the Earth was only 
a few thousand years old and had 
emerged from sediments laid down 

on the sea. The overtones were more religious than scientific.  This is known 
as the Neptunist theory.

It was Hutton’s observations in the field that led him to realize that the there 
was something that became known as igneous rock.  In one remarkable 
location, right near his home, on Salisbury Crags, in what is now known as 
Hutton’s Section, and as is shown in the photograph, he saw the evidence 
of a rock formation that had come about by the injection of molten magma 
into older, sedimentary rock.  He reasoned that the igneous rock must be 
younger than the sedimentary rock and that it had come from the deep 
interior of the Earth and had not been formed through the laying down of 
sediments in an ocean.  His theory is sometimes referred to as the Plutonist 
theory.  We now know that this particular igneous intrusion is some 25 
million years younger than the surrounding sedimentary rocks. 

Hutton also contributed much to our appreciation of geological time.  His 
reasoning was based on his estimates of the time it takes to erode rock 
and lay down sediments.  The process of erosion and deposition was part 
of his cycle of rock formation.  A famous quotation from his 1788 work is: 
““with respect to Human observation, this world has neither a beginning nor 
an end”.  This, plus the notion of cyclical formation of the Earth, led him to 
claim that “from what has actually been, we have data for concluding with 
regard to that which is to happen thereafter”.  Interestingly, this tied in with 
David Hume’s observation, in 1777, that “all inferences from experience 
suppose ... that the future will resemble the past”.

It was this new thinking on the formation of the Earth and on geological 
time that earned Hutton the recognition as the “Founder of Modern 
Geology”.

Hutton did not stop at geology.  By 1792 he had published Dissertations 
on Different Subjects in Natural Philosophy.  In this book he focused on 
meteorology, phlogiston (fire-like matter released during combustion), 
and the theory of matter.  And by 1794 he had published a three-volume 
treatise on metaphysics and moral philosophy entitled An Investigation 
of the Principles of Knowledge and of the Progress of Reason, From 

James Hutton, by Sir Henry Raeburn

Hutton’s Section, perhaps the most famous geological site in Edinburgh.  
Note how the molten igneous intrusion pushed up the slab of sedimentary 
rock (to the right).
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Sense to Science and Philosophy.  
Recognizing the challenges his 
thinking had posed for religious 
authorities in his time, it may be 
somewhat surprising to learn that 
in this work he introduced his belief 
that in nature there is abundant 
evidence of benevolent wisdom and 
design. 

Hutton died in 1796, in Edinburgh.  
He will be remembered for 
many things.  That he is also 
remembered by today’s students of 
the geosciences, who meet under 
the aegis of the Hutton Club, is 
very moving.  Lizzie Dingle is one 
of the postgraduate students who 
organizes the Hutton Club’s weekly 
seminars that enrich the learning 
environment for geosciences at 
Edinburgh.  Lizzie also happens to be 
one of the students benefitting from 
support from the EDUCT Geography 
Centenary Fund, in her instance 
for work on landscape formation 
at the foot of the Himalayas (see 
EDUCT News January 2015).  As 
Lizzie observes of the Hutton Club, 
“our weekly meetings during the 
academic term, with speakers from 
throughout the UK and beyond, give 
us an opportunity to talk about some 
new or interesting aspect of our 
visitor’s research.  These talks focus 
mainly on glaciology, geomorphology 
and physical geography. The Club 
provides a relaxed atmosphere 
for academics and postgraduate 
students to meet and share their 
work and facilitate some quite lively 
discussion!”

If you would like to learn more about 
the Hutton Club’s programme for the 
coming year, go to http://www.geos.
ed.ac.uk/geography/hutton/

Much of what Hutton contributed 
to society’s knowledge came from 
his remarkable ability to learn from 
his observations in the field.  This 
underscores the value of support for 
today’s GeoSciences Undergraduate 
Fieldwork Fund and makes Hutton 
a particularly apt subject for our 
Famous Alumni column as we assist 
the University in promoting that 
Fund, about which you can read 
more in the next article.

EDUCT acknowledges the value of several sources of information for 
this article, most notably various parts of the web site of the School of 
GeoSciences at the University of Edinburgh, and Wikipedia.

The GeoSciences Undergraduate Fieldwork Fund at Edinburgh
by Simon Miles

As we reported in our January issue of EDUCT News, in 2014 the School of 
GeoSciences was rated the best in the UK for the second consecutive time 
according to the Research Excellence Framework (REF) assessment.  The 
previous assessment, in 2008, was conducted under a slightly different 
name: the Research Assessment Exercise.  

One of the factors that makes for a really successful enabling environment 
for learning in the geosciences is the ability of the institution to offer access 
to challenging and stimulating learning experiences in the field.  Edinburgh 
University recognizes that spending time in the field is an integral and 
valuable part of every GeoSciences student’s degree.  During the course 
of their studies, today’s students carry out fieldwork both in Scotland 
and abroad - in places as varied as Iceland, the Cairngorms, Spain, 
Inchnadamph and Jamaica.  In my day, I recall being bogged down in the 
Southern Uplands and stimulated beyond belief with our work in southern 
Italy.  

Although the University works hard to keep costs down for students, there 
is still a student contribution to be made and this can be significant in some 
years of the various degree courses.  The School feels strongly that no 
student should have to struggle financially in order to take part in these 
field courses.  Hence the Geosciences Undergraduate Fieldwork Fund has 
been created as a vehicle to allow graduates of these same courses to help 
support current students.

Any donated funds are distributed to those students who are most in 
need of a helping hand. These will often be students from less affluent 
backgrounds in the more expensive fieldwork years.  

The Fund is in its early days.  Sanne Dijkstra-Downie, who administers the 
Fund, wrote in mid-March 2015 that the initial response has been most 
encouraging.  In her words, the School has “just awarded 57 fieldwork 
bursaries of up to £340 to students across the School’s degree programmes.  
Amazingly, this year we were able to support every single eligible 
student with a contribution to their fieldwork costs. This is a tremendous 
achievement - and a great credit to the generosity of our alumni.  Helping 



EDUCT News May 2015

19

our students with the cost of their 
undergraduate fieldwork is a key 
priority for the School, and we are 
immensely grateful to know that 
so many graduates recognize the 
importance of keeping excellent 
fieldwork affordable for all.”

As Sanne notes, “by ‘eligible’, we 
mean students who have previously 
been identified by the University 
as deserving of additional bursary 
support due to their financial or 
family backgrounds, or any other 
circumstances pointing at greater 
financial need”.  Thus, at present, 
it is a relatively small number of 
all students who are able to enjoy 
this support.  However, as Sanne 
observes, “It is our hope that our 
Geosciences alumni will get behind 
this fund and ensure that all of 
our current and future students 
continue to get the invaluable skills 
and experiences that field trips can 
provide”.

Currently, the Fund is not endowed; 
each year the support available to 
students is dependent upon the 
generosity of the donors. 
If Edinburgh is to continue to 
produce famous leaders in the 
Geosciences, such as James Hutton, 
who is featured in our Famous 
Alumni profile in the preceding 
article, then we must do our best to 
give today’s students the opportunity 
to make the most of their time at 
Edinburgh.  Do consider a donation 
to the GeoSciences Undergraduate 
Fieldwork Fund, whether or not you 
are a GeoSciences graduate.

For more information on the Fund 
and one option for making a 
donation, go to: 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-
departments/geosciences/alumni/
support-us

A second option for donating, 
is to send a cheque or money 
order, payable to The University of 
Edinburgh Development Trust, with 
a covering letter, to: 
Sanne Dijkstra-Downie
Development Officer, School of 
GeoSciences

The University of Edinburgh 
Charles Stewart House
9-16 Chambers Street
Edinburgh EH1 1HT
Scotland

For Canadian donors the CRA will recognize your receipt from the University 
as a charitable donation.  Donors from elsewhere should contact Sanne’s 
colleague, Paula Stevenson, for more information on how to receive a 
charitable tax receipt at paula.stevenson@ed.ac.uk

Welcome To Our New Members
by Simon Miles

Emily MacIntosh
Emily MacIntosh is a market research analyst with MaRS Market 
Intelligence.  This team is a component of the provincially-funded Business 
Acceleration Programme that serves all 17 regional innovation centres 
(RICs) throughout Ontario.  Each RIC provides support services (advice, 
mentorship, research, etc.) to entrepreneurs within its region.  Although 
Emily’s team is coordinated by (and housed in) MaRS, it serves the entire 
province.  Her particular focus is on entrepreneurs in the life sciences and 
health care sectors.  It is an amazing service.  Whether you have just the 
germ of an idea, or maybe a business that is generating up to $1M in annual 
revenue, but with less than $2M investment, you can qualify for assistance 
from Emily and her team of about a dozen colleagues.  At no cost, they will 
help you to understand your market potential and assist you in transforming 
your idea into a product, or take your start-up company to an efficient scale 
of operation.

Emily’s team also produces well-researched, easy-to-read Market Insights 
http://www.marsdd.com/marketinsights papers on issues and developments 
relating to the three sectors they serve: health, clean technologies, and 
information and communications technologies.  They are fascinating to read.  
If you are curious about the latest developments in transforming health 
care, take a look at the following. 
Transforming Health: Toward decentralized and connected care
http://www.marsdd.com/news-and-insights/transforming-health-
decentralized-connected-care/

Transforming Health: Ontario startups in decentralized and connected care
http://www.marsdd.com/news-and-insights/transforming-health-ontario-
startups-decentralized-connected-care/

Transforming Health: Made-in-Ontario solutions for diabetes care
http://www.marsdd.com/news-and-insights/transforming-health-ontario-
solutions-diabetes-care/

If that whets your appetite, there is a longer list of articles by Emily and her 
colleagues on the Market Insights link given above.  The papers are very 
relevant to persons of all ages, albeit perhaps for different reasons.  It is not 
hard to imagine, for example, that, as Ontario’s population ages, along with 
the populations of all developed countries, there will be increasing demand 
for devices that enable older people to care for themselves or to be reached 
remotely by health care specialists, thus taking some of the burden off their 
children.  The potential for export is also enormous.  

How did Emily arrive in this fascinating job?
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Emily grew up in Ottawa.  At 
Merivale High School she was 
already practising the art of 
leadership.  As Co-president of 
the Student Council she was 
active in organizing events.  As an 
enthusiastic ballet dancer since the 
age of three, she was able to eschew 
sports.  However, she did try her 
hand as a star in a musical.  

At Queen’s University leadership 
took a back seat to scholarship.  
Emily had been accepted for degrees 
in both commerce and biology.  At 
first she thought she had to go for 
just one of these two.  Then she 
found out that she could actually 
pursue a dual degree and, indeed, 
after four and a half years she had 
earned both a B.Comm. (Hons.) and 
a B.Sc. (Biology).

Emily’s time in Edinburgh, in 2008, 
was her second semester of her 
third year at Queen’s.  Studying 
commerce at Edinburgh was a very 
different experience from the way 
one did it at Queen’s.  Edinburgh 
consisted of more lectures, a major 
paper and exams.  Queen’s was 
more projects-based.  She found the 
experience of another approach was 
edifying in itself.  While at Edinburgh 
Emily and some fellow students got 
involved in a marketing competition 
run by Oxford University Press.  Her 
team was focusing on understanding 
the perceptions of olive oil in the UK.  
They won! 

Life in Edinburgh was great fun.  She shared a flat in the university 
residence on Robertson’s Close, which runs down to Cowgate from Infirmary 
Street.  She loved its central location.  Lots of friends from Queen’s 
who were studying at other European universities would come through 
Edinburgh.  Her parents used the excuse of her being there to pay a visit 
too.  Dad was born in Edinburgh and had attended Napier College, the 
precursor of Napier University.  He doubtless enjoyed having an excuse to 
go back.  

After graduating from Queen’s Emily returned to Ottawa for a short but 
significant stopover.  That summer she met Stéphane, who later became her 
husband.  He is a mechanical engineer, currently working as a Construction 
Liaison for Kiewit.  At the end of the summer Emily moved to Toronto for her 
first job in market research, at Millennium Research Group.  The company is 
known for its work on medical devices, and she was assigned to the dental 
and aesthetics team.  It gave her a good start and she had the added bonus 
of being able to attend some international conferences.  The next stop was 
a small management consulting firm, nD Insight, where she was again 
focusing on health care.  When she decided it was time to take a break, it 
didn’t last long enough!  The post at MaRS came up and she went for it.  
She has been there almost two years now and is enjoying it immensely.

Emily also volunteers with the Royal Ontario Museum’s Hands On 
Biodiversity programme.  Children, and adults, get to enjoy a tactile 
experience with the exhibits.  One recent display had the visitors touching 
skulls and jaws of various animals and learning how to discern more about 
their diet and feeding habits.  Emily has the freedom to select specimens to 
create her own display cart.  For more information, go to
http://www.rom.on.ca/en/exhibitions-galleries/galleries/hands-galleries/
patrick-and-barbara-keenan-family-gallery-hands

EDUCT welcomes Emily.

Marillene Allen

Marillene Allen is a doyenne of market research in Canada.  She heads her 
own company, Allen Research Corporation, and has devoted considerable 
time to the development of the profession and its institutions.  She has 
served as President of the Professional Marketing Research Society, and 
is a Fellow of its successor body, the Market Research and Intelligence 
Association.  She enjoys the challenges associated with creating a brand 
image or developing a new product.  Much of her work is with financial 
institutions and the health care sector.

If marketing is about communicating, then Marillene has the perfect 
background with four degrees in English.

Marillene grew up in Louisville, Kentucky, surrounded by horses, blue grass 
and bourbon.  Yes, there was a family farm; it had been in the family for 
200 years.  But her father was in business and her mother worked at Touche 
Ross in accounting and so they lived in Louisville.  Marillene did well at 
school, enjoying all the sports on offer and graduating as valedictorian at 
the age of 17.  The University of Louisville was her first stop in her tour of 
universities.  She earned her B.A. in English in three years and registered 
at Louisville for her M.A., but, having been awarded a Fulbright Scholarship, 
decided to pursue the actual studies at the University of Leeds, where D.W. 
Jefferson was a leading guru on Henry James.  Marillene’s thesis was on 
the New York Edition of James’ Prefaces.  She was, and still is, particularly 
interested in how imaginative writing reflects the society and culture it 
springs from.  James rejected the American landscape, which he saw as 



EDUCT News May 2015

21

much too bare, in favour of a 
residence in England.  He, however, 
in the landscape of his mind, dwelled 
somewhere mid-Atlantic.
For Marillene, Leeds was quite a 
culture shock after the quiet of 
Kentucky.  It was 1963 and Leeds 
was still carrying the scars of the 
Second World War.  However, it 
was also where she met her future 
husband, Patrick.  He had been 
serving with the British Council in 
far-flung spots around the world and 
had decided to return to university 
to study applied linguistics.  At the 
end of that year Marillene returned 
to Louisville to receive her M.A.  
The next stop was Yale, where she 
intended to pursue her Ph.D.  It was 
a wonderful learning environment: 
small classes; a very courteous and 
accessible faculty; and stimulating 
discussions.  She would have stayed 
but that wonderful chap Patrick 
had now got his own Fulbright and 
had decided to take up his studies 
in applied linguistics at Indiana 
University, Bloomington.  She 
decided to join him; so Yale awarded 
her another M.A.  

After Indiana, she and Patrick 
headed for the new University 
of Essex, in Colchester, where 
Patrick earned his Ph.D. in applied 
linguistics.  On the strength of this 
he was awarded a tenured position 
teaching linguistics at the University 

of Edinburgh.  Marillene got a non-tenure position teaching school.  Her 
first experience was quite a challenge.  Bo’ness (a.k.a. Borrowstounness) 
is about 17 miles north-west of Edinburgh on the Firth of Forth.  The 
language barrier had her flummoxed!  She moved to a secondary modern 
in Edinburgh.  As the new teacher she was given the tough children.  She 
survived!

She and Patrick then moved to a lovely, but very cold, country house in 
Duns, the county town of Berwickshire, on the borders.  She was about to 
give birth to their first boy.  Then came the second.  The plan to pursue her 
doctorate again was put aside.  But then came the oil shock of 1974.  It 
drove up the petrol prices sufficiently to make the move back to Edinburgh 
sensible and the pursuit of the doctorate feasible.  Marillene had the good 
fortune to have Professor Alastair Fowler as her adviser. Alastair later 
became Regius Professor of Literature at Edinburgh from 1972 to 1984.  He 
is recognized as one of the world’s foremost authorities on Edmund Spenser, 
iconography and numerology.   Not surprisingly, Marillene’s thesis, “Literary 
and Historical Gardens in Selected Renaissance Poetry from Spenser to 
Milton”, reflected their mutual interests.  Again, Marillene was fascinated by 
the relationship between art and nature, in this case as found in the history 
of the idea of a garden.

She was well into the doctorate when Patrick had the opportunity to take a 
two-years leave from Edinburgh to teach at the Ontario Institute for Studies 
in Education (OISE) in Toronto.  Eventually, that led to their decision, and 
it was a tough one, to forego the tenure at Edinburgh to take up a new life 
in Toronto.  The family moved to Toronto, where Marillene was fortunate 
to receive a Fellowship in Renaissance Studies at Victoria.  She returned to 
Edinburgh to sit her viva and receive her Ph.D.

With all those degrees one would think that getting a job in academia would 
be easy.  But the universities were cutting back in the early Eighties.  So 
Marillene went to the Schulich School of Business at York University and 
acquired an M.B.A.  It was there that she became fascinated with marketing 
and its underlying discipline, the understanding of human behaviour.  She 
worked for a number of market research companies before founding her 
own company.  Indeed, Marillene founded and developed three research 
companies, two of which she has sold.  You could say she is now in the 
business of marketing marketing!  

EDUCT welcomes Marillene.

Bryan Jenkins

Bryan Jenkins has recently completed an internship with the Research 
Programs Team at the Ontario Brain Institute.  Yes, it was a paid 
internship!  And yes, it provided him with extraordinary opportunities 
to learn.  The O.B.I. has five core research programs structured around 
cognitive disorders. They focus on: epilepsy; cerebral palsy; depression; 
neurodegenerative disorders (such as dementia, Alzheimer’s disease and 
Parkinson’s disease); and neurodevelopmental disorders (such as autism, 
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, and obsessive compulsive disorder). 
The O.B.I. offers an internship in each of these five fields. In addition, 
there is one available for work across all five fields.  Bryan was extremely 
fortunate to be offered this cross-cutting post. 

What is even more remarkable about the O.B.I. and how it acts as a true 
catalyst for innovation is that, in each of the five fields, the virtual research 
institute is bringing together research scientists, clinicians, patient advocacy 
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groups and industry professionals in 
a multidisciplinary process to move 
from research to action. 
How did he come to light upon such 
an opportunity?

Bryan was born in Toronto and 
attended high school in Port Perry.  
He excelled at Math, Science and 
English and on graduation was 
awarded the Port Perry Medical 
Associates Bursary to support 

his studies for a B.Sc. (Hons) 
specializing in Biology at Western 
University, in London, Ontario.  His 
undergraduate thesis focused on the 
filtering of sensory information by 
mice. He was particularly interested 
in the role that one protein had 
in facilitating a measurable 
response to auditory stimuli.  It 
was an impressive study for an 
undergraduate.  Building on this, 
with three colleagues he produced a 
paper that was published in the June 
2013 issue of the peer-reviewed 
online journal, Genes, Brain and 
Behaviour.  You can find his study 
at: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
pubmed/23521765

After graduating from Western, 
Bryan took a year off to think about 
what it was that he really wanted 
to do for a career.  He looked into 
opportunities in neuroscience and 

decided to pursue a graduate degree. He was interested in Edinburgh 
partly because of family connections with Scotland, but also because of 
the excellent reputation that the University has in the field of neuroscience 
and academic research.  He readily admits that he found the University’s 
session for prospective students in Toronto very helpful, and notes that the 
enthusiasm of Hanna Nowers – a former neuroscience student in Edinburgh 
– really sold him on the University. 

Edinburgh certainly lived up to his expectations.  He was in the Ratcliffe 
Terrace residence, which was great for meeting other students.  He enjoyed 
the experience wholeheartedly and would not change a thing.  His only 
advice to the University would be with respect to welcoming new students; 
he felt there could have been more attention given to organizing events 
within the residences that facilitate interaction between new students.  
Academically, he found Edinburgh very stimulating.  The research that he 
performed whilst obtaining his M.Sc. in Integrative Neuroscience enabled 
him to explore the neural network in rats that works to discriminate spatial 
locations, and he produced a thesis entitled “Place field repetition and 
spatial cognition: neural correlates of discriminatory behaviour“. His work is 
currently being reviewed for publication. 

He did very well academically and was tempted by several positions offered 
by the faculty to remain in Edinburgh, to pursue a Ph.D. or work as a 
research associate.  However, on graduating, he decided to confront the real 
world and returned to Toronto.  In very short order he landed his internship.  
He had already heard of the O.B.I. and was delighted to find the internships 
through its website.  Two interviews later he was hired!  

Bryan’s internship ended in March.  As of the beginning of April, he 
was already fully employed: firstly, in continuing his work as a tutor for 
secondary school students in the GTA, teaching both Math and Science 
for grade 9 and 10 and, secondly, in a new job working for the national 
charitable organization Let’s Talk Science.  In this latter role, he is 
developing neuroscience-related content and learning resources for high 
school students and educators.  For the future, he is looking to complete a 
Ph.D., and both Toronto and Edinburgh are possibilities, amongst others.  He 
would like to explore how the environment can influence our genetic make-
up (a burgeoning field of science called ‘epigenetics’) and the effect that this 
may have on our ensuing behaviour and health.

Bryan has also done a remarkable amount of volunteering.  While at 
Western University he volunteered for two years at the Mount Hope 
Centre for Long-Term Care.  Among other services, this care centre offers 
opportunities for people with brain injuries to participate in sports and other 
social activities.  Bryan was involved with helping residents participate in a 
weekly wheelchair floor hockey event.  In Edinburgh he volunteered with 
the ‘Hope Beyond Hype’ project, a Wellcome Trust initiative which focuses 
on informing people about current stem cell research and the potential for 
therapies.  Overall, this initiative aims to bring better information to the 
public about stem cell research.  His role was to attend public events, such 
as sporting and musical events, and speak to the passing public.  He very 
much enjoyed the challenge of communicating with varied segments of 
society, including kids.  

All these activities are both building upon and enriching his understanding of 
neuroscience.

EDUCT welcomes Bryan.
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Ryan Li
Ryan Li is an Associate at Trolleybus 
Urban Development Inc.  In this 
capacity he is working with a team 
of about ten people involved in land 
acquisition and assembly.  This is 
his first job after graduating from 
Edinburgh with an LL.B. (Hons.) in 
2014. 

Ryan chose Edinburgh for his 
undergraduate studies in law in 
large part because, as a Canadian, 
one can acquire one’s professional 
qualifications in a far shorter time 
by attending a law school in the 
UK than it would take in Canada.  
In Canada one has to undertake 
an undergraduate degree in 
something other than law and then 
sit the LSAT exams before taking 
a three-year law degree.  Thus 
it can take one seven or more 
years to qualify as a practising 
lawyer.  By attending Edinburgh, 
Ryan was able to complete his 
LL.B. in four years.  There is a 
catch, of course.  On return, one 
has to apply to the Federation of 
Law Societies of Canada for its 
instructions on precisely what one 
has to do to receive one’s Certificate 
of Qualification that states that 
one’s legal education is equivalent 
to the J.D. degree one strives for 
in Canada.  And one needs that 
certificate to practise law in Canada.  
Ryan was told he had eleven exams 
to pass.  That takes some students 
three years, but Ryan is working 
hard to get through all eleven by 
January of next year, if not earlier.  
He already has four under his belt!

Ryan was born in Unionville and 
attended Unionville High School.  He 
graduated with the right honours: 
an Ontario Scholarship and he 
made it onto the Dean’s Academic 
Roll.  He had been active in sports, 
winning a medal in badminton 
and participating in competitive 
swimming and volleyball.  He had 
also taken piano lessons for 14 
years and earned his Grade 10 
Certificate for Piano from the Royal 
Conservatory of Music.  When it 
came time to select a university, 
his father was very understanding 
of Ryan’s desire to see another part 

of the world.  Edinburgh was one of 
several he applied to in the UK, and 
it was the first to accept him. 

His first impressions of Edinburgh 
were of extremely friendly people 
and a very nice room in Pollock 
Halls.  If there could be one thing 
that could be improved, it could be 
the quality of meals in the cafeteria 
at the John McIntyre Conference 
Centre.  After the return home of the 
visiting parents at the start of the 
autumn term the quality seemed to 
deteriorate.  

Ryan found the Law School very stimulating.  In his second year he was 
one of the few to be given the opportunity to intern at a law firm.  He spent 
an invaluable two days a week over a three-month period in the firm of 
Dickson Minto W.S.  His dissertation was titled “Biotechnology and Patents: 
An In-depth Analysis of Gene Patenting and the Debate of Invention 
vs. Discovery”.  As he was leaving Edinburgh he submitted an article 
for publication in the Edinburgh Students Law Review.  Entitled “Organ 
Donation: Should the Rest of the UK Follow the Lead of Wales and Change 
to an Opt-out System?”, it will be published this June. 

Ryan liked the fact that one is meant to undertake more self-directed 
study at Edinburgh than would be the case in Canada.  This enabled him 
to work part-time for the University as a Student Ambassador for much of 
his four years there.  This involved him in a variety of administrative jobs, 
assisting with the introduction of prospective students and their parents 
to the University’s facilities, occasionally attending a higher education 
convention to talk to prospective students, and one activity that he enjoyed 
very much - the Widening Participation Initiative, which involved preparing 
prospective students from under-represented groups for a possibility in 
higher education.

Ryan must have done a good job; in 2013 he was the recipient of the 
Edinburgh Award.

Ryan continued his badminton at Edinburgh, playing on the University’s 
second team.  He was also active in the Law Students Council and in the 
newly-formed Edinburgh University North American Society.  The Society 
had a reputation for great social events and seemingly attracted a lot of 
non-North Americans.  Another favourite was the Whisky Society.

Being fluent in Cantonese, in the summer of 2012 Ryan managed to arrange 
a summer job in the Hong Kong office of BoardRoom, a corporate and 
advisory services company operating throughout south-east Asia.  Other 
travel opportunities took him to such places as Dublin, Budapest, Vienna, 
Barcelona and Lisbon.

Back home, he is still contemplating various options for the longer term.  He 
is considering a course at Columbia University, on real estate development, 
in a couple of years time.  One thing that attracts him to it is its extensive 
reach into such questions as the sustainability of development. 

EDUCT welcomes Ryan and wishes him every success in those remaining 
exams.
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BOOK REVIEW

Lewis MacKinnon: A Lad O’ 
Pairts
by Donald J. Gillies

Intangible Possibilities: Poems 
by Lewis MacKinnon; Rudan Mì-
bheanailteach is an Cothroman: Dàin 
le Lodaidh MacFhionghain, Sydney: 
Cape Breton University Press, 2014, 
pp. xii + 114, $14.95 

Lewis MacKinnon – though he prefers 
to be known by his Gaelic name, 
Lodaidh – is a man of many talents, 
a lad o’ pairts.  He is the only non-
Scot to have won the Bardic Crown 
as poet laureate of An Comunn 
Gàidhealach, the Gaelic Society of 
Scotland, keeper of the flame of 
Gaelic around the world since 1891.   
With two degrees in Celtic Studies 
from St. Francis Xavier University in 
Antigonish, Nova Scotia, as scholarly 
credentials, he is executive director of 
the Office of Gaelic Affairs, a division 
of the Nova Scotia Department of 
Communities, Culture and Heritage.  
As well, he is a professional musician, 
Gaelic teacher  – he has taught at 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, the Skye campus 
of the University of the Highlands 
and Islands – and an enthusiastic 
promoter of all things Gaelic.  I first 
experienced his lively activism in 
2009 at a conference held at Sabhal 
Mòr Ostaig when the concluding 
banquet began to fade into the Celtic 
twilight in a rather desultory fashion.  
Lodaidh decided that this was no 
way for the international delegates 
to end their time together and took 
over as fear an taighe, man of the 
house – master of ceremonies.  He 
began to sing well-known Gaelic 
songs, soon accompanied by two 
fellow musicians from Cape Breton 
who knew the tradition of singing the 
chorus, to be joined by the Gaelic 
speakers among us. Before long a 
full-scale ceilidh was underway. When 
in 2013 the Scottish Studies Society 
of Canada honoured him as Canadian 
Scot of the Year, he spoke in English 
and Gaelic and again sang a festive 
closing to the celebration in his rich 
baritone voice. 

Our University of Edinburgh is home to the department of Celtic Languages, 
Literature, History and Antiquities, Scotland’s oldest professorial chair in 
Celtic studies, including Gaelic.  (The incumbent is Canadian Rob Dunbar.)  
Lodaidh was invited by the department recently to celebrate the publication 
of Intangible Possibilities, his third book of poems, with faculty, students, and 
guests.  Since the Edinburgh University Club of Toronto has from time to time 
addressed aspects of Scotland’s Gaelic language, members may welcome the 
opportunity to sample the work of this outstanding Canadian artist with his 
links to Edinburgh and enjoy his latest book of poetry. 

Each of Lodaidh’s poems is shown in Gaelic with an English translation of 
it on the adjacent page, a fitting format given that he works in a bilingual 
world that he strives to grow and enhance.  About this format the editor 
writes, “These poems were composed (i.e., made) in Gaelic.  The reader will 
see an English translation for each poem.  Though translations of the poems 

are provided in English, 
it is worth noting that 
in the translation, 
every effort was made 
to be as faithful as 
possible to the intended 
meaning found in 
the original Gaelic.  
Readers and writers of 
Gaelic will be quickly 
aware that the printed 
word in Intangible 
Possibilities varies from 
the formal Scottish 
Gaelic Orthographic 

Conventions [of 1980].  These poems are composed using the spelling and 
punctuation that the author was exposed to and which has been part of the 
Gaelic literary expression in Nova Scotia for generations.”  

It will be evident that this brief review of Intangible Possibilities cannot 
admit of ready précis or settled generalization.  The challenge arising from 
the richly polysemous imagination and bilinguistic brilliance of Lodaidh 
MacKinnon sends the reader back and forth through his daring and sincere 
“intangibilities.”  At best I can offer a brief summary of the 43 poems, 
organized into seven themed sections.  The seeming vagaries of Gaelic 
capitalization, letter spacing, and punctuation are evident in the following 
section titles.

Daoine Ar Gaoil/Beloved comprises elegies for the writer Alistair MacLeod, 
best known for his award-winning novel No Great Mischief; the Irish Nobel 
laureate in literature Sheumas Heaney; the East Coast Music Awards singer 
Rita MacNeil; and other contributors to the Gaelic world of Nova Scotia, along 
with some abstract reflections on anonymous and generic cultural figures.

Obair ‘s an leth a-staigh/Internal Workings provides eight variants on daily 
work and living in a world of emotional complexity, from the simple through 
the shared to the highly charged. 

Lewis MacKinnon wearing the Bardic Crown of 
An Commun Gàidhealach, presented at the Royal 
National Mòd, Stornoway, 2011
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Tha gach rud ùr a-rithist/All is new again is characterized by political 
considerations such as marketing Nova Scotia, the memory of the Mi’kmaq, 
the Acadians, and the early black immigrants, and the curiously provocative 
Light-houses: For Princess Anne. 

Chan eil a’ saoghal leinn/The World Isn’t With Us is an unusual blend of 
eulogy, sensory emotional specificity, and the only Gaelic haiku I have ever 
read.

Na tha do-fhaicsinneach/The Unseen celebrates humanity, past and present, 
here and now, Celtic and beyond, with secular prayers that smack of divinity.

Eagal: Am biadh Easbhuidheach/Fear: the Dysfunctional Food invokes the 
fear of Hallowe’en – Oidhche Shamhna – a powerful night in the lore of 
the Highlands of Scotland, and calls up along with it the fear to be found 
in caves, darkness, the cold of winter, and “the horrific fear of my own 
insignificant oblivion.” Prepare to be thrilled and chilled. 

An t-anam: Combaist ann an dorchadas agus solust/Soul: A Compass In 
Darkness and Light reflects on the impact of soul storms, soul friends, a soul 
connection, all in the setting of spirituality, materiality, and love directed 
inward but illuminating outward expression.

In addition to these groups of poems, an appendix lists Lodaidh’s other books 
of poetry and his CDs.

For Gaelic scholars and students, the parallel texts provide an opportunity 
for research and study, particularly of those historical variants in Gaelic to be 
found in Nova Scotia, centred in the historically Gaelic regions of Cape Breton 
and the county of Antigonish on the mainland.  For readers curious about the 
Gaelic language, among whom we may count some EDUCT members, a scan 
of each page may serve not only to satisfy some of that curiosity but also 
to stimulate further probing of what after all is one of Scotland’s two official 
languages.   For those who wish to learn more about the work of Lewis 
MacKinnon in advancing Gaelic language and culture, go to the following: 
Gaelic Affairs Video | G#97447C
https://gaelic.novascotia.ca/video

And for a video of Lodaidh at the Royal National Mod in 2011, click here:
2011 Mod International C#97274F
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QaoO39sleX8

There is good footage of Lodaidh between 1’40” and 2’48”.  That is followed 
by the new Bard being serenaded by a Gaelic choir from Ottawa.

Tell us your news

EDUCT News is always looking for interesting alumni stories and news. 
We are happy to hear about what’s new with you! Whether you have just 
returned from an interesting trip or have a memory you wish to share with 
your fellow EDUCT Members, we would love to hear from you.

If you have something you would like to share, please contact the EDUCT 
News Editor, Simon Miles at simon-miles@sympatico.ca

A SPECIAL OFFER TO EDUCT 
MEMBERS
Would you like to own a copy of 
the latest book on the University of 
Edinburgh?

Jean Grier and Mary Bownes, 
Private Giving, Public Good: 
The Impact of Philanthropy at 
the University of Edinburgh, 
(Edinburgh: University of Edinburgh 
Press, 2014), 224 pp., £30.

EDUCT would like to make it 
possible for every member to own 
a copy of this magnificent book on 
our University.  We have arranged 
for a slight discount to be offered 
to members.  Just how much we 
can offer off the market price of 
£30 depends on our shipping costs.  
If you would like to purchase a 
copy, or if you are planning to visit 
Edinburgh soon and can help with 
the transport of a few copies at no 
charge, please contact Simon Miles 
at 416-466-8793 or 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca
 
For a review of the book, see EDUCT 
News, September 2014, p.19.
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Friends of EDUCT

Friends of EDUCT are recognized 
by virtue of the generosity they 
demonstrated when, as non-
members, they donated to the 
University of Edinburgh through an 
EDUCT-initiated special fund.

Carlyle Circle Members in 
Canada

EDUCT wishes to acknowledge the 
generosity of alumni and friends 
of the University of Edinburgh who 
have decided to leave a bequest to 
the University in their wills. They 
are recognized by the University as 
Carlyle Circle members. We extend 
our gratitude to each of them. If you 
are a member of the Carlyle Circle 
or know of such members, you are 
encouraged to contact us.

Promoting	Your	Event

If you are organizing an event or 
participating in an activity that 
would be of interest to fellow alumni 
in the GTA, please get in touch with 
our Communications Officer, Paul 
Bradley: pauljfrbradley@gmail.com.

You may also join us on LinkedIn or 
Facebook to submit your information 
directly to participating members 
through these networks.

The Story Behind EDUCT 

“EDUCT” is intended to form 
the acronym for the Edinburgh 
University Club of Toronto. “Educt” 
is a word which means, in the 
language of chemists: “A body 
separated by decomposition from 
another.” In addition, there is 
“e-duct”, an electronic channel, 
which seems appropriate for all of 
our members receiving EDUCT News 
via e-mail.

Treasurer’s Report

Our Treasurer reports that EDUCT’s 
accounts, as of 30 April 2015, show 
a balance of $9,356.35

Board of Directors 

We invite your comments and 
suggestions at any time. Please 
feel free to contact any member 
of the Board of Directors with your 
comments and suggestions: 

Alan Pearson, President, (LL.B. Hons 
1971), 416.237.9874 apearson@
bell.net 

Victoria Crewe-Nelson, Vice-
President and Membership 
Secretary, 
(LL.B. 1999), 416.750.4424 
vcn117@gmail.com 

Chris Valley Ban, Treasurer, 
(M.Sc. 1990), 416.489.2011 
chrisban@bell.net 

Toni McGregor, Immediate Past 
President, 
(BA 1978), 905.637.9015 tonimcg@
bell.net

Simon Miles, Past President and 
Editor of EDUCT News,
(MA Hons 1962), 416.466.8793 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca

Paul Bradley, Past President and 
Communications, 
(BSc Hons 1982), 416.464.9771 
pauljfrbradley@gmail.com 

James Hunter, Past President, 
(MA Hons 1973), 416.236.2595 
jameshunter236@rogers.com

MEMBERSHIP DUES
Annual membership fees are due 
in January of each year. If you 
have not yet renewed for this year, 
please send your cheque, for $35, 
payable to EDUCT, and marked 
“membership”, to our Treasurer, Mr. 
Chris Valley Ban, at: 205-100 Oriole 
Parkway, Toronto, ON M5P 2G8. Your 
promptness in this regard greatly 
lightens the load on our volunteer 
Board and is thus much appreciated. 
Thank you, in advance, for your 
payment.  

Our thanks go out to :
Julia Smachylo for graphic design 
and layout

Are	You	On	Our	List?
We know of over 240 alumni in 
the Toronto area. As of  15 May 
2015, we have 139 members. If 
you would be interested in joining 
EDUCT, please do not hesitate to 
contact the EDUCT President or the 
Club Treasurer. 

EDUCT News is published three 
times a year in January, May 
and September. Please send 
submissions or ideas for articles 
to the Editor: simon-miles@
sympatico.ca


