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Well, despite 
all evidence 

to the 
contrary, we 
have finally 
arrived at a 

reasonable 

facsimile of 

summer and 
our thoughts can turn to outdoor 
activities.  On June 8 we hope 
you’ll join us for our AGM 
(alfresco) followed by our second 
lawn-bowling event.  Amateur and 
novice lawn-bowlers are welcome 

and actively encouraged – there 
really is very little chance of injury, 
which makes it a very appealing 
sport. 
 

We’re also very excited that the 
University will be holding its 2014 
Alumni Weekend Abroad here, in 

Toronto from June 19-21.  Look for 
more information at: 
www.ed.ac.uk/alumni/toronto-
2014  
 

On July 26, we’ll continue to enjoy 
the outdoors with a Barbecue at 
Graham and Fionna Ferguson’s 
home in Caledon. 
 

At the AGM I will be passing on the 
President’s mantle to Alan Pearson 
and I can’t think of a better 
candidate to take on the role.  It’s 
been an honour to serve on the 
EDUCT Board with a group of 

alumni who are dedicated to 

supporting the University and who 
devote a lot of their time to 
organising our many events.  
Please continue to come out and 
support us.  It has also been a 
pleasure to meet so many of you 
and to see the camaraderie that 

has been fostered by EDUCT. 
 

And since we are into a Provincial 
election, do vote on June 12. 
 

Toni McGregor 

Upcoming Club and Alumni Events 
 

Annual General Meeting 

When Sunday, 8 June 2014, 12:15 pm 

Where The Etobicoke Lawn Bowling Club, on the East side of Islington, just south of Dundas St. 
West, Toronto. 

Details There is no charge for the AGM. 

Questions Toni McGregor, tonimcg@cogeco.ca, 905-637-9015 
 

EDUCT’S Second Lawn Bowling Championship 

When Sunday, 8 June 2014, 1:30 pm 

Where The Etobicoke Lawn Bowling Club, on the East side of Islington, just south of Dundas St. 
West, Toronto. Phone: 416-239-5315. 

Details Mike and Linda Mason will be our hosts for this chance to get some gentle, healthy exercise 
and competition in a relaxed social atmosphere. It is perhaps the only outdoor sport where 
men and women, young and old, ex-jocks and ex-loafers, can all compete on an equal 
footing. It is easy to learn. Dress is casual. All you need are flat-soled shoes or sneakers 
(with no heels). 

Cost $10 for members and guests; $15 for non-member alumni and guests. 

RSVP Toni McGregor, tonimcg@cogeco.ca, 905-637-9015 

Meeting of The General Council of the University of Edinburgh in Toronto 

When Thursday to Saturday, 19 to 21 June 2014. 

Where Various central Toronto locations. 

Details The University is honouring Toronto by holding its June 2014 General Council meeting here 
on Saturday 21 June.  By now, you should have received an invitation and more details on 
the programme for the three days of associated events from the University.  If you have not, 
then please try this link for information and booking arrangements: 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/alumni/services/news/events/toronto-2014/accommodation-
booking/booking  

If you experience any difficulty in making a booking online, do contact Eilidh Campbell, at the 
University, at Eilidh.Campbell@ed.ac.uk or phone her 011-44-131-650-2242.  Eilidh can 
make your bookings for both the free events and those for which there is a charge. 

 

EDUCT’S First Barbeque: Hosted by Graham and Fionna Ferguson 

When Saturday, 26 July 2014, 4:00 pm 

Where The country home of Graham and Fionna Ferguson, in Caledon. 

Details 

 

The Fergusons will be our hosts for this late afternoon and early evening party in a beautiful 
setting near the head of the Humber River which is literally at the bottom of the garden.  
Children are welcome. 

Steak, salmon, salad, dessert and soft drinks are included.  To satisfy your particular 
preferences for alcohol, please BYOB.  Musicians are encouraged to bring their instruments. 
Dress is casual.  If it is hot, a swimming pool is available.  In the event of rain, there is plenty 
of space inside.  Arrangements for car pooling and lifts will be made.  Let us know your 
needs.  More details to follow.  If you have not received your invitation by 26 June, please let 
us know. 

Cost $25 for members and guests; $15 for children under thirteen (and BYOB as per your 
pleasure). 

RSVP Toni McGregor, tonimcg@cogeco.ca, 905-637-9015 
 

Message from the President 

 

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni in 

Toronto? Please pass this newsletter on  

to anyone who might be interested. 

Membership fees for 2014 were due in January.   

If you have not yet renewed, please see page 30 for details. 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/alumni/toronto-2014
http://www.ed.ac.uk/alumni/toronto-2014
mailto:tonimcg@cogeco.ca
mailto:tonimcg@cogeco.ca
http://www.ed.ac.uk/alumni/services/news/events/toronto-2014/accommodation-booking/booking
http://www.ed.ac.uk/alumni/services/news/events/toronto-2014/accommodation-booking/booking
mailto:Eilidh.Campbell@ed.ac.uk
mailto:tonimcg@cogeco.ca
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New Performers Debut at EDUCT’s Burns Night  

by Simon Miles 

 

This year, EDUCT celebrated the 255th birthday anniversary of 

Robert Burns with its own tenth anniversary of the EDUCT Burns 

Nightcap.  Once again, the Duke of Kent provided a splendid space 

and two charming assistants who looked after our every need.  

Thanks to splendid organizing by Toni McGregor and Victoria Crewe-

Nelson, some 41 alumni and friends made it a night to remember.  

Most remarkable was the large number of new performers.  Indeed, 

there were so many anxious to take to the airwaves that this tale is 

best told in pictures.  Some running commentary will be provided 

too but, while we were busy snapping some, others managed to get 

their two cents worth in…so do forgive us if we may not have 

recorded everyone for posterity.  

 

Victoria, our 

Master of 

Ceremonies, 

ably took us 

through the 

evening.  

Graham 

Ferguson 

was 

persuaded 

to return 

from abroad 

to pipe in 

our haggis, 

adeptly 

borne by Julia Card.  With the haggis in its final resting place, The 

Selkirk Grace was delivered by Kim Bradley.   

 

Then things got a little hectic.  Every verse of the Address to the 

Haggis was delivered by a different orator.  I know we started with 

Linda Mason, and then, but do I have the order right, we heard 

Off to a good start…Our two lawyers, Victoria Crewe-Nelson, far 

left, and Thomas Card, wonder about those who are called to the 

bar these days. 

Stephane LeBlanc, Claire Buré, Erin Atchison, 

Cameron Fryer, Sonja Nikkila, and Emily 

MacIntosh 
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from Alan Pearson, who was 

bribed with a bottle by his dear 

wife, Cynthia, to take her place, 

Jim Hunter, who gleefully did 

the honours of stabbing the 

haggis, Claire Buré, Victoria, 

Alanna Wallace, Margaret 

Werniuk and Paul Bradley.  

 

After the break for dinner we set off again.  Fionna Ferguson, our 

resident teacher of all things Scottish, administered one of her 

feared quizzes and then proceeded to divide the Scots from the rest 

on the basis of our knowledge of 

things Burnsian.  Jim Hunter, our 

man in forensics, who really should 

know better, always manages to be 

on the winning team, and is now 

under investigation.  His co-

conspirators this year were Barry 

McKay, Alanna Wallace and none 

other than Victoria.  As President 

Toni declared: “Clearly the fix is in!”  

And the beautiful losers were the 

Bradleys and the Cards.  They were 

let off school early to play in a box 

of Smarties! 

 

The Immortal Memory was a 

masterpiece crafted by Alison 

Coventry.  She has kindly given us 

some insights into what was going 

through her mind as she was 

working on this piece.  This follows 

in the next article below. 

 

Delivering the Toast to the Lassies was thoroughly enjoyed by Scott 

Bedard.  However, as one of our photos shows, he seemed to enjoy 

the actual toasting even more!  The dutiful Reply to the Toast was a 

splendid performance by Robin McLernon who, unfortunately for 

me, could not keep still for long enough to capture this on camera.  

She says she was inspired to put 

on this outstanding performance in 

the hope of being invited back next 

year.  Needless to say, she has 

been signed up already.  She 

promises to perform The Reply to 

the Toast as rap, and thus find an 

excuse to channel her inner Jay-Z!  

So book your places now!  To 

encourage such performances, 

EDUCT will be instituting its new 

awards: The Rabbies. 

 

Barry McKay, with the 

spontaneously recruited Alanna 

Wallace, gave us a fine rendition of 

Burns’ To a Louse.  Alanna, who 

had dropped in while on a holiday 

visit from South Africa, promises to 

return.   

Graham Ferguson pipes in the 
haggis 

It says here…pierce along 

the dotted line. 

Margaret Werniuk…“But 

mark the Rustic, haggis-

fed”…administers another 
twist of the blade. 

Scott Bedard loves Toasting 
the Lassies 
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Cameron Fryer then delivered a 

star performance of Tam 

O’Shanter.  Cameron, who has 

had the opportunity to observe 

our famous Ian Duncan 

perform this work, was not in 

the least bit awed by the bar 

Ian had set.  He was in fine 

form.  Since Ian has made us 

so sad by his having to cut 

down on his travels for Burns’ 

nights in Toronto, unless we 

are prepared to hold them in 

the summer, we are delighted 

to have Cameron join our 

ranks.  

Further impromptu offerings of 

poems and songs followed by 

Alison, Barry, and Erin Atchison.  

Graham wound up the evening 

with his fine guitar playing.  He 

sang us two of his favourite 

songs, Ye Jacobites by Name and 

My Love is Like a Red Red Rose.  

And then, as tradition would 

have it, Auld Lang Syne.  

Another splendid evening, 

summed up very well by Emily 

MacIntosh: “it felt more like a 

family event than the usual pub-

run Burns’ nights we go to.  We’d 

love to attend again next year!” 

 

 

 

Musings On the Immortal Memory  

by Alison Coventry 

 

What makes a person so special that we remember their life 

centuries after their death?  To deliver a decent Immortal Memory, I 

simply worked through the answer. 

My first thought was that it helps to be a colourful character.  In the 

case of Rabbie Burns, he was good-looking and lived life to the full, 

his history rich with affairs and mistresses and much Scotch whisky.  

Cameron Fryer delivers an 
excellent Tam O’Shanter Robin McLernon, who 

responded to the Toast to the 

Lassies, with childhood friend 

and fellow alumna, Jenna 

Shelley  

Barry McKay finds the flea on 
the bonnet of Alanna Wallace 

Mike and Linda Mason (right) with guests (clockwise) Chuck and 
Dorothy Donley, Sharon Swain and Robert Midmer  
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He also died young, after a 

short bright life.  I figured that 

this elevates his memory, and 

similarly that of James Dean 

and Marilyn Munro, who might 

not have shined on in legend 

had they had the opportunity to 

age ungracefully while working 

an inauspicious later career.    

 

My second thought was that 

crafting an immortal memory 

requires a dose of luck.  Being 

a giant among men is 

comparative.  Where you live 

and die, and in whose 

company, will determine 

whether your memory endures 

longer than those of others.  As 

does being the first.  Being 

second to scale Everest or step 

on the moon dictates you are 

considerably less likely to have 

High Schools named after you.  

Rabbie enjoyed two doses of 

luck.  First, he wrote in Lowland 

Scots, a language which 

suffered a slow death, 

suffocated by The Queen’s 

English used in media 

broadcasts.  Therefore literary 

greats from the 1900s onwards 

have not submerged his work 

with a similar or improved layer 

of their own.  He is thought of 

as the first and last great poet and songster of his language.  

Second, he was fortunate to be born on the 25th of January - the 

most miserable week of the year.  What better week of the year to 

find a reason to eat, drink and make merry? 

   

So, being colourful, lucky and first definitely improve the chances of 

an immortal memory.  But these are but the plinth at the bottom of 

the statue.  For a memory to be mounted above the column, more 

is required.  What bestows immortality? 

 

My resounding conclusion was that it is the work of the person and 

their life.  Actions speak loud and it is what we do that matters.  

Plato and Pythagoras were gifted with the intellect to grasp and 

prove that the world was round, Mozart was gifted with music and 

Burns was gifted with the ability to write a wealth of exquisite and 

diverse literature.  But they also found the necessary drive and 

motivation to apply their gifts, which gave us their remarkable work 

for which we remember them.  

 

And what do those mentioned have in common?  They touch us and 

inspire us.  Their work showcases the best of what we as humans 

can achieve.  And so their example motivates and inspires us to be 

the best we can be.  

 

We celebrate Rabbie Burns’ immortal memory because he 

showcases the best of Scots.  His works inspire and delight, and 

through them we find inspiration and delight. 

 

 

Dick Peltier Offers EDUCT an Earth System Scientist’s View 

on Climate Change 

by Simon Miles 

 

EDUCT was most fortunate to have the opportunity to hear from 

Professor Richard (Dick) Peltier on 2 March.  With 31 members and 

guests present, EDUCT was clearly signalling its interest in the hot 

topic of climate change. 

 

Dr. Peltier, FRSC, is just the person to address us on the issue.  He 

is the Director of the Centre for Global Change Science at the 

University of Toronto and holds the highest rank bestowed on 

faculty members, that of University Professor.  He is also a leading 

exponent of earth system science. 

 

Earth system science considers the interplay, over time, of different 

forces at work above, below and on the surface of Earth.  As 

Professor Peltier observes: “The ‘Earth System’ is a melange, each 

component of which is often considered independently by distinct 

semi-monastic orders within the scientific community.  The 

disparate components include the atmosphere and underlying 

oceans, a biosphere on land and in the sea, and a deep interior 

which is the seat of the continental drift process and the origin of 

Alison Coventry 
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the magnetic field.  Much that 

is observed in nature cannot be 

understood through analysis of 

the behaviour of a single 

component of the melange.  

This is especially true of Earth's 

climate and the history of its 

evolution.” 

 

To place us in a temporal 

context, Dick explained that we 

are currently in what is known 

as the Holocene inter-glacial 

period.  The most recent glacial 

period, commonly referred to 

as the last ice age, was at its 

coldest about 26,000 years 

ago.  At the time of that last 

glacial maximum (LGM), the 

Laurentide Ice Sheet covered 

most of Canada north and east 

of a line demarcated by the 

present day St. Lawrence River, 

the Great Lakes, Lake 

Winnipeg, Lake Athabasca, 

Great Slave Lake, and Great 

Bear Lake.  That ice sheet was 

about 4km thick.  At that time, 

the atmospheric level of carbon 

dioxide, one of the more 

common greenhouse gases 

(GHG), was less that 200 parts 

per million by volume (ppmv). 

 

In addition to the current inter-

glacial period, Dick identified 

the previous nine glacial 

periods, each approximately 

100,000 years long, with the 

earliest of those having begun 

about 1,000,000 years ago.  

Each of these “ice-age cycles” 

consisted of a period of 

approximately 90,000 years, 

during which ice sheets 

expanded on the continents, 

and a period of approximately 

10,000 years, during which the 

ice sheets disappeared with the 

onset of a much more abrupt 

deglaciation event. 

 

Thus, the ‘big picture’ one is left with is that of cycles of colder and 

warmer climates.  Not surprisingly, this has led some people, who 

would prefer not accept that humans have any role in intensifying 

the rate of warming in the current warming cycle, to argue that the 

current warming is explained solely by the continuation of these 

cycles.  Another explanation that is often seized upon is that there 

have been changes in the amount of the sun’s radiation reaching 

Earth’s surface.  Lest there were any of those folks, known as the 

climate change deniers, among us, Dick provided us with graphics 

to give a very convincing explanation as to why the change we have 

been experiencing during the current, so-called “Anthropocene” era 

cannot be explained by either of these two lines of argument. 

 

All periods of global warming have been accompanied by an 

increase in vegetative cover and an increase in GHGs.  However, 

Dick showed us how the rate of warming since the onset of the 

industrial revolution, in about 1850, has been unprecedented.  

GHGs have increased rapidly and significantly in their presence in 

the atmosphere.  The carbon dioxide concentration in the 

atmosphere reached approximately 400 ppmv in 2012.  (The other 

two GHGs commonly tracked are nitrous oxide and methane.) 

 

In the period of rapid global warming since 1850, there have been 

some notable periods in which the rate of increase in warming has 

slowed.  The most recent of these are the period since the end of 

World War II to about 1970, and the period from about 1998 to 

today.  Dick demonstrated why he believes that these recent 

slowdowns may have resulted from a greater percentage of the 

GHGs being absorbed by the oceans. 

 

Turning to another associated concern, that of a potentially major 

rise in sea levels, Dick introduced us to what he referred to as polar 

“canaries”.  These are the three ice caps of Antarctica, Greenland, 

and Alaska/Yukon.  If the first two of these were to melt completely, 

Professor Dick Peltier and his wife Claude Marchand, welcomed 
by Toni McGregor (right) and Simon Miles (left) 



EDUCT News  May 2014 

{7} 

their respective contributions to 

sea level rise globally would be 

approximately 60 metres and 7 

metres respectively.  Not 

surprisingly, these canaries are 

being monitored by satellites.  

 

What Dick’s own research is 

showing is that, as the ice caps 

melt, the release in weight 

results in an isostatic 

adjustment of the Earth’s crust.  

This adjustment in the surface 

of the Earth and the change in 

sea level can be measured very 

accurately with modern satellite 

technology.  Generally, this 

adjustment takes the form of a 

rise in the Earth’s surface.  

What is fascinating is that since 

the rise in land mass varies 

considerably from region to 

region, the sea level may rise 

or fall relative to the local 

shoreline of the solid Earth.  

And in those locations, such as 

south-eastern Britain, where 

the Earth’s surface is sinking 

(towards the centre of the 

Earth), the rise in sea level may 

be that much more dramatic.  

Globally, on average, sea levels 

were rising at about 0.8mm per 

year in the period 1870 – 1924.  

But by 1993 – 2012 the rate 

had increased to 3.1mm per 

year. 

 

Dick then gave us an 

introduction to the use of 

climate models for predicting 

climate futures under different 

scenarios.  As he emphasized, 

the models are mathematical 

structures that 

comprehensively include the 

atmosphere, oceans, sea-ice 

and land biosphere.  As a 

physical scientist, he cannot 

know what the political policy 

reactions will be to the 

challenge of climate change 

and in particular what efforts 

may be made to reduce GHG emissions.  In order to make a 

projection as to what the future may have in store one is therefore 

obliged to assume a future scenario of GHG increase.   

 

He also discussed some of the challenges involved in making such 

future projections.  In particular, the comprehensive climate models 

employed for this purpose may be thought to have an Achilles heel. 

Specifically, there is a need to tune them so as to enable them to 

best fit observations of climate change over the instrumental era.  

The question then arises as to whether they can be expected to be 

equally accurate under the future scenario assumed for increasing 

greenhouse gas concentrations.  This tuning could lead to a bias in 

the projections.  One way of testing for the existence of such bias is 

to investigate the ability of the model tuned to modern instrumental 

conditions to explain climate changes known to have occurred in the 

deep past when dramatic changes of climate are known to have 

occurred.  He gave the example of what is known as the Younger-

Dryas period of cooling that began about 12,500 years ago.  It 

interrupted the warming that ended the last ice-age cycle.  The 

latest research is suggesting that the onset of rapid melting of the 

Laurentide Ice Sheet resulted in a cap of relatively fresher water 

being superimposed on the northern Atlantic Ocean.  The presence 

of this cap slowed the sinking of the relatively salty water, which in 

turn slowed the movement of sub-surface ocean currents.  It seems 

that the currents were not brought to a halt, but this did bring on a 

period of rapid cooling back to glacial conditions.  It has been 

demonstrated by Dick and his students that the freshwater outflow 

into the Atlantic Ocean occurred through the Mackenzie River 

system into the Beaufort Sea of the Arctic Ocean.  This freshwater 

was then transported eastwards by the current referred to as the 

trans-polar drift and thence into the North Atlantic.  After this 

freshwater outflow ceased the ocean overturning circulation was re-

invigorated and the climate system entered the modern Holocene 

interglacial period.  Since modern climate models are able to fully 

explain this sequence of events such analyses suggest that they 

cannot be significantly biased in consequence of their having been 

tuned to enable them to fit the modern instrumental record of 

climate change. 

 

To wind up his talk, Dick introduced us to what can be expected in 

Ontario’s future climate.  In brief, winter temperatures will increase 

more rapidly in the north, and summer temperatures will increase 

more rapidly in the south.  Precipitation will increase more in the 

north than the south and in the south more of the increased 

precipitation will be in the form of rain than snow.  

 

The discussion that followed was long and lively.  In a nutshell, 

some of the key points that emerged were as follows.  They are not 

necessarily to be attributed to Dick, but rather they emerged from 

the discussion.   

 

 The Tragedy of the Commons will remain dominant: economic 

considerations will continue to trump environmental 
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considerations, with no one 

country wanting to be the first 

to make a sacrifice to reduce 

GHGs.  

 

 To get people and 

governments to act, climate 

scientists, NGOs and others in 

the media are going to have 

to translate the dry research 

findings into implications, for 

society, in such forms as the 

increased frequency of 

extreme weather events and 

increased insurance costs. 

 

 It is at the community level 

that the pain of climate 

change will be felt. Dick noted 

that is why he is giving so 

much time to talking to local 

groups.  Thus, although water 

scarcity is the most critical 

issue globally for the 

foreseeable future, in Canada 

one has to identify the 

significance of this on a local 

or regional basis.  He pointed 

to the exploitation of the tar 

sands that requires an 

enormous amount of water.  

It is an important question as 

to whether the Athabasca 

River basin will be able to 

meet those demands in 

future. 

 

 The notion of a tipping point is 

somewhat elusive.  Although 

one senses when one is 

nearing a tipping point, the 

political will to act and/or the 

resources available to act 

effectively may be absent.  In 

effect, this moves the tipping 

point nearer to the present. 

 

 The message is getting home 

to some key actors.  The 

Chinese, who are now 

emitting great volumes of 

GHGs, while still currently 

building coal-fired power 

plants, are investing increasingly in solar power.  And institutional 

investors are taking an interest.  The Ontario Teachers’ Pension 

Fund is one local example.  Abroad, the Norwegian sovereign 

wealth fund (Government Pension Fund Global) is now treating 

investments that require carbon-based sources of energy as 

liabilities.  

 

There was a sense in the room, following the discussion, that this 

had been a most informative and valuable event.  We owe Dr. 

Peltier an enormous debt of gratitude for having given us so much 

of his time. 

 

Editor’s Note: EDUCT is also much indebted to Professor Peltier for 

his assistance in editing this article. 

 

 

Edinburgh Gives Another Star Performance for Prospective 

Students 

by Simon Miles 

 

Scott McQuarrie 

provided an excellent 

introduction to the 

University of 

Edinburgh and the 

city, at the 

information session 

for prospective 

students, on 5 March 

2014, in Toronto.  

Scott, a member of 

the International 

Office, was in Toronto 

for the first time.  

About 40 aspiring 

students plus many 

parents and a number 

of alumni were 

present.  The visual materials seem to improve every year and are 

now outstanding in their clarity, comprehensiveness and 

attractiveness.  I encourage you to check out the presentation on 

the web site.  It is very informative. Go to: 

www.ed.ac.uk/studying/international/info/applicant 

 

Some of the highlights are indeed impressive. Edinburgh, currently 

ranked number 17 in the world, is a true university, with a very 

broad range of disciplines – some 119 in all, within the 22 schools.  

There is a choice of 500 undergraduate degrees, 160 post-graduate 

taught degrees and 130 post-graduate research degrees to pursue.  

Most remarkably, some 96 per cent of the research disciplines are 

rated world leading.  Over 300 million pounds was awarded to the 

University for research in 2012-13. 

 

Scott McQuarrie enthuses his audience 
on the merits of Edinburgh 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/studying/international/info/applicant
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EDUCT members Agnes Coutinho, Tom Card and Hanna Nowers 

For the benefit of his Canadian 

audience, Scott explained how 

the Scottish university system 

is positioned between that of 

the English system, with its 

focus on one subject for the 

duration of the three-year 

undergraduate degree, and the 

very broad approach typifying 

the American system.  In 

Scotland, with a four-year first 

degree, one can pursue 

optional majors for the first two 

years, before declaring one’s 

choice for one’s two final years.  

This setting thus enables and 

encourages the undergraduate 

to take advantage of that broad 

range of disciplines on offer and 

to explore how other disciplines 

bear on one’s discipline of 

central interest.  As an aside, to 

my mind that is a major 

contributor to what makes for a 

good university education.  

 

Scott encouraged all students 

planning to attend Edinburgh to 

become very familiar with the 

regulations pertaining to the 

programmes of study for each 

degree.  This information is 

accessible from the above-

mentioned web site.  Those 

contemplating doctoral studies 

were encouraged to talk 

directly to the relevant faculty 

members about their plans.  

Scott emphasized that faculty 

members are very accessible 

and their biographical 

information is available online.    

 

Scott spent considerable time 

taking his audience through the 

application process, including 

when to apply for a place in a 

student residence and getting a 

visa.  

Given the ever-increasing fees 

for all universities, it was also 

good to see information on the 

various forms of financial support available. 

 

The City of Edinburgh was also acknowledged as a drawing card. 

Indeed, Edinburgh was rated as Europe’s leading tourist destination 

in 2012. 

 

After briefly noting the growing number of alumni clubs in all parts 

of the world, Scott called on three EDUCT members, all recent 

graduates, to give their perspective of student life in Edinburgh.  As 

in previous years, this brought added utility and credibility to the 

evening as a whole. This year, we again heard from Hanna Nowers 

and Tom Card, and added Agnes Coutinho to the roster. 

 

Hanna lit the room with her now-expected tsunami of enthusiasm 

for Edinburgh.  It was a wonderful performance.  She related how 

she had already decided upon Edinburgh as she was circling 

overhead prior to conducting her on-ground research with her 

mother.  She conveyed the delight of being able to study in the 

same space as one of her heroes, Charles Darwin.  She put her 

finger on some practical matters for parents and students: the city 

is safe, the travel around Europe is cheap, life in a flat is great fun, 

and British humour is almost understandable after five years of 

immersion!  On top of that, she met this lovely chap, Patrick, who 

returned with her to Canada.  And they both found that the cachet 

of the Edinburgh degree helped enormously in securing their first 

jobs here.  (Hanna actually came back with two Edinburgh degrees; 

an Honours B.Sc. in Neuroscience and an M.Sc. in the same field.) 

 

Tom also spent five years in Edinburgh, in his case pursuing an 

Honours LL.B. and then a Diploma in Legal Practice (Dip.L.P.).  He 

spoke of the advantages of a Canadian studying law at Edinburgh, 

in that he was well ahead of his friends from his school days when 
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returning to start practising in 

Toronto.  He then spoke briefly 

about his firm, Card 

Immigration Law, and his 

services as an immigration 

lawyer assisting persons who 

wish to come to Canada and 

those who wish to move to the 

UK from Canada.  

 

Agnes related how she and her 

husband had initially planned to 

go to Edinburgh for three years 

for her Ph.D. in Medical 

Sciences and had ended up 

staying eight years.  Again, it 

was a very useful presentation.  

She related how her family had 

wanted to be in a flat from the 

outset.  But setting up a bank 

account, when one does not 

have a residential address can 

become a bit of a Catch-22.  So 

be ready for some delays on 

that front!  She had managed 

to obtain financial support for 

her studies, and her husband, 

Martinho, had established 

himself in an IT business.  After 

receiving her doctorate, she 

had received an attractive offer 

for research work at the 

University.  Their daughter had 

been born in Scotland.  In 

short, they had settled in.  Thus 

it was a bit of 

challenge to 

move back to 

Toronto, to be 

closer to their 

families.  Agnes 

cautioned that 

one should 

maintain one’s 

networks back 

home, since one 

had to keep open 

the option for 

moving back 

here, even after 

being away for 

an extended 

period. 

 

Since Toni McGregor, EDUCT’s President, could not join us at the 

event, I wound up the presentations with a brief introduction to 

EDUCT and, in particular, its Career Connections Programme, which 

is designed to help returning alumni find a rewarding job by putting 

them in touch with other alumni well placed to offer insights on a 

broad range of career options.  That seemed to go down well with 

both the prospective students and the parents! 

 

A lively reception followed with lots of questions for Scott and the 

alumni present. 

 

 

Cairns Craig on the Arts, Scottish Identity and Independence 

by Simon Miles 

 

Many of us who attended Edinburgh University will remember 

Professor Cairns Craig as that brilliant authority on Scottish 

literature and that astute administrator who, as Head of the 

Department of English Literature, took the Department to its 5* 

ranking in the United Kingdom’s Research Assessment Exercise.  

Regrettably for us, in 2005, after 26 years at Edinburgh, he moved 

on to the University of Aberdeen, where he is now Glucksman 

Professor of Irish and Scottish Studies and Director of the Research 

Centre for Irish and Scottish Studies. 

 

EDUCT was most fortunate to have Cairns as our speaker at our 

Annual Dinner on 11 April 2014.  His talk – The Arts, Scottish 

Identity and Independence – provided us with a stimulating 

portrayal of the larger cultural context within which to consider the 

referendum to be held on Scottish independence on 18 September. 

 

Cairns’ thesis is that, whatever the result in September, the 

referendum has to be seen as the outcome not of politics but of a 

Prospective veterinary 

student Rowan Del Grande 

with her mother Leslie 

Martinho and Agnes Coutinho with 

prospective student Lauren 
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revitalized conception of the 

creativity of the Scottish people 

and of the richness of their 

cultural inheritance. 

He elaborated on how and why, 

since the mid-eighteenth 

century, the Scots have 

changed their perceptions of 

themselves.  Over that period 

the self-confidence of the Scots 

has had its ups and downs.  In 

recent years, it has been very 

much on the up. 

 

Cairns opened his talk by 

taking us back to those three 

stalwarts of Scottish literature – 

James Macpherson (1736–

1796), Robert Burns (1759–

1796), and Sir Walter Scott 

(1771–1832).  Their influence 

on literature worldwide was 

enormous: they had the rest of 

the world watching Scotland.  

Among the three of them, they 

portrayed how nationalism had 

its roots in the culture of a 

country, and especially the 

culture of the common folk.  

Their works helped to establish 

Scottish identity.  Ironically, 

their influence on the rest of 

the world was made possible 

through the Union of Scotland 

and England in 1707.  Cairns 

presented them as firmly 

unionist.  With this picture of a 

confident Scotland, seemingly 

conscious of its strengths, he 

moves to the obvious 

questions: what happened?  

Why the Scottish Nationalist 

Party and the quest for 

independence? 

 

Addressing the scene on the 

political front, Cairns presented 

the Scottish parliament as 

something that, ahead of its 

being, no political party 

wanted.  They had different 

reasons but the key point is 

that it suited none of them.  

Notably, the system of proportional representation for elections was 

designed to ensure that Scottish governments would always be 

coalitions.    

 

More fundamentally, Scotland was not exhibiting any of the normal 

features associated with the rise of nationalism.  There were no 

issues of language or colonization, no barriers to Scots succeeding 

in the UK, nor any significant divergence in social structures 

between Scotland and the rest of the UK. 

 

With that, Cairns turned to the cultural front.  Hugh MacDiarmid, 

the Scottish poet, is seen as a key player in the development of the 

Scottish Renaissance movement in the 1920s and 1930s.  ‘Hugh 

MacDiarmid’ was really the nom de guerre of Christopher Murray 

Grieve, a Scot who initially aspired to become known for his poems 

in English.  However, his writing in Scots, as Hugh MacDiarmid, met 

with a better reception and led him to assume this fabricated 

identity.  Cairns related how MacDiarmid, set on revitalizing the 

Scots language, was going back to the language of fourteenth 

century Scotland.  And seemingly to improve his chances of 

success, he felt he had to overthrow the influence of Robert Burns 

whose poetry he saw as likely to lead to sentimentality in the 

twentieth century.  

 

This rejection of 

Burns was part of a 

larger movement – 

Negative 

Nationalism – an 

effort to negate the 

value of any 

Scottish writing 

since the 

Reformation.  For 

MacDiarmid, the 

Reformation was 

not to be admired.  

It had made the 

English language, 

through the King 

James Bible, the standard language of Scottish religion and thus 

Cairns Craig and his daughter Carys. Carys, 

an Associate Professor of Law, at Osgoode, 

has recently joined EDUCT 

Warming up 
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very influential. For Cairns, the 

culture appeared to be 

consuming itself.  Looking back, 

Cairns sees a Scotland that 

came increasingly to see itself 

as a failed country until, by 

1941, the poet Edwin Muir is 

writing of Macpherson, Burns 

and Scott as “sham bards of a 

sham nation”.  This self-hatred 

by Scotland’s intellectuals 

Cairns chooses to label as 

‘nostophobia’.  He cited Tom 

Nairn, author of The Break-up 

of Britain (1977), Allan Massie 

and Edwin Morgan as three 

proponents of nostophobia in 

the 1960s and 70s. 

 

The failure of the Devolution 

Referendum of 1979 was a 

further expression of the Scots’ 

lack of confidence in 

themselves and their culture.  

And reinforcing this lack of faith 

in their culture was the arrival 

of Margaret Thatcher, the 

miners’ strike, the closure of 

the Ravenscraig steel plant 

and, more generally, the 

deindustrialization of Scotland.  

 

And yet…traumatic as it was, 

the loss of the referendum in 

1979 was also galvanizing, and 

especially so for those 

dedicated to a self-governing 

Scotland.  A number of 

initiatives were launched to 

keep the argument alive.  

Cairns, who had just joined the 

teaching faculty in the 

Department of English at our 

University, was part of this 

movement.  In his talk, he was 

very modest about his role.  

But I think it worth noting for 

posterity some of those 

contributions. They included: 

the founding of the Scottish 

cultural magazine, Cencrastus, 

of which he was an editor from 

1981 till 1985; the publication 

of the book series Determinations, which included the Claim of 

Right, on which the case for a devolved Scottish Parliament was 

based and which fuelled the Campaign for a Scottish Assembly; the 

establishment of the Scottish Poetry Library, a place for keeping 

alive the spirit of Scotland; and, later, between 1987 and 1989, the 

publication of a four-volume History of Scottish Literature (1987).  

It was a time of foment.  In the words of Edwin Morgan, Scotland 

began to move.  

 

Cairns then illustrated for us how 

this movement manifested itself 

in new writing.  Foremost among 

the new works was Alastair 

Gray’s novel Lanark (1982).  

Cairns observed: “its plot and its 

central character are nostophobic 

but its experimentalism is a 

joyous celebration of the ability 

of language to transform reality”.  

Other authors joined Gray in this 

experimentation with language 

and form, notable among them 

being James Kelman, Iain Banks, 

Janice Galloway, and Irvine 

Welsh.  (For the benefit of our 

readers, my colleague, Paul 

Bradley, has identified every 

work referred to in Cairns’ 

presentation – see below.)   

 

Cairns sees in this new writing the rediscovery of the alternative 

tradition in the Scottish novel, especially as exhibited in those works 

of an anti-realist or phantasy tradition, works in which Scotland had 

previously considered itself to have failed.  Here, Cairns referred us 

to such varied authors as Muriel Spark who, in 1973, was writing 

about the ghosts of the Second World War who haunted Manhattan, 

Alison Coventry (centre right) welcomes three new members: 

Marillene Allen, Janette Dwyer and Kelly Orr 
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and back further to J.M.Barrie’s 

Peter Pan (1906), and George 

MacDonald’s Phantastes 

(1858).  And part of this was 

the reconsideration of Walter 

Scott’s ‘romance’ literature.  

Cairns sees Scott being reread 

not as a romantic novelist but 

as Northrop Frye portrayed him 

– as a representative of a 

culture of extraordinary 

richness, not emptiness.   

 

Thus, rather suddenly, there 

was a surge of creativity which 

produced some strange new 

genres.  Cairns notes, in 

particular, the work of Ian 

Hamilton Findlay, the poet who 

took to representing poetry in 

graphic design form and then in 

rock sculpture for garden 

decoration.  He recommended 

that we should visit 

Stoneypath, set on a former 

sheep farm, where Hamilton 

Finlay created an artwork that 

combined text, sculpture and 

striking allusions to different 

traditions in garden design.  

Cairns sees it as one of the 

great works of art of the 

twentieth century.   

 

Accompanying this outburst of 

creativity were studies of 

Scotland’s cultural past.  This 

reconsideration of Scotland, 

including Cairns’ own above-

mentioned The History of 

Scottish Literature, sought to 

demonstrate that Scotland’s 

culture, far from being one of 

decline or anglicization, was 

being constantly remade by 

each of its generations of 

artists and writers.  And out of 

this exercise emerged the 

notion of the Scottish 

Enlightenment, something that 

had never been mentioned by 

cultural historians previously.  

In essence, we are presented 

with David 

Hume, Adam 

Smith, Thomas 

Reid and Adam 

Ferguson as the 

founders of the 

modern 

disciplines of 

history, 

economics, 

philosophy and 

sociology.  The 

Scottish 

Enlightenment is 

offered up as a 

modern alternative to the culture founded on Macpherson, Burns 

and Scott.   

 

The country has been transformed from a place of emptiness of the 

1930s and 1940s to being the centre of ideas and creativity in the 

1980s.  As Cairns observed, what changed was the emergence of a 

national culture, a culture that one confronts whether in the streets 

or in the libraries.  

 

Not surprisingly, the 1997 Referendum resulted in a Scottish 

parliament.  Tellingly, it sits next to the Scottish Poetry Library and 

the Scottish Storytelling Centre.  As Cairns concludes, it is these 

institutions, and the various quotations from Scottish poets that 

decorate the parliament’s walls, that are testimony to its being a 

product of that Scottish culture.  

 

Editor’s Note:  EDUCT thanks Cairns both for everything he has 

done to make this talk possible and for his help in the preparation of 

this article. 

Guests… 

…and more guests 



EDUCT News  May 2014 

{14} 

Cairns Craig’s Reading List 

by Paul Bradley 

 

For those who, like me, would 

like to follow up on some of the 

many books to which Professor 

Cairns Craig made reference in 

his talk, The Arts, Scottish 

Identity and Independence, at 

our Annual Dinner on 11 April, I 

have prepared the following 

list.  

 

Alasdair Gray, Lanark (1982) 

Alexander Broadie, A History of 

Scottish Philosophy (2010) 

Allan Massie, Tartan Armies, 

The London Magazine, October 

1979 pp. 92-96 

Arthur Herman, The Scottish 

Enlightenment – The Scots 

Invention of the Modern World 

(2003) 

Cairns Craig, The History of 

Scottish Literature (4 Vols; 

1987–9) 

David Craig, Scottish Literature 

and the Scottish People (1961) 

Duncan MacMillan, Scottish Art 

1460-2000 (2000) 

Edwin Morgan, New Selected 

Poems (2000) 

Edwin Muir, The Complete 

Poems of Edwin Muir, 

Association for Scottish Literary 

Studies (1991) includes the 

poem ‘Scotland 1941’ 

George MacDonald, Phantastes 

(1858) 

Hugh MacDiarmid, A Drunk Man 

Looks at the Thistle (1926) 

Iain Banks, The Wasp Factory 

(1984)  

Iain Banks, Walking on Glass 

(1985)  

Iain Banks, The Bridge (1986) 

Irvine Welsh, Trainspotting 

(1993) 

J.M Barrie, Peter Pan (1906) 

James Hogg, Confessions of a 

Justified Sinner (1824) 

James Kelman, The 

Busconductor Hines (1984) 

James Kelman, A Disaffection (1989) 

James Kelman, How late it was how late (1994) 

Janice Galloway, The Trick is to Keep Breathing (1989) 

John Purser, Scotland’s Music (1992) 

Muriel Spark, The Hothouse on the East River (1973) 

Neil M. Gunn, The Serpent (1944) 

Robert Crawford, Scotland’s Books: A History of Scottish Literature 

(2009) 

Robert Louis Stevenson, Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde (1886) 

Tom Nairn, The Break-up of Britain: Crisis and Neo-nationalism 

(1981) 

Walter Scott, Ivanhoe (1820) 

 

 

EDUCT Past Presidents’ Lunch 

by James Hunter 

 

The Edinburgh University Club of Toronto was founded on December 

10, 2002. This date is commemorated in what has become an 

annual event: the EDUCT Past Presidents’ lunch.  

 

This year, the Past Presidents celebrated the eleventh anniversary 

of the foundation of EDUCT at lunch at La Maquette restaurant in 

Toronto. 

 

Our photograph shows the assembled company (left to right: Simon 

Miles, Paul Bradley, James Hunter, Josh Gillespie). One past 

president is absent: Margaret Reid was not available to attend for 

the very good reason that she and her daughter, India, were 

preparing to leave to spend the holidays in Edinburgh.  

 

 

 

Readers of this journal will be pleased to learn that the Past 

Presidents were, as always, exemplars of frugal rectitude: they paid 

for lunch themselves. 
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EDUCT Geography 

Centenary Fund: Just One 

More Push! 

by Simon Miles 

 

This time last year, the EDUCT 

Geography Centenary Fund 

stood at 43,000 pounds.  Our 

latest figures, for the end of 

February 2014, have the value of 

the endowed capital at 49,714 

pounds.  This is very 

encouraging progress!  Many 

thanks to those who continue to 

donate.  We hope to make it to 

the next milestone of 50,000 

pounds very soon.  

 

We now have the title of this 

year’s J. Wreford Watson 

Lecture, to be delivered in 

Edinburgh on 12 June, by 

Professor Daniel (Danny) 

Dorling.  In keeping with the 

interest in the Referendum on 

Scottish Independence on 18 

September, Dorling will speak 

on “Inequality and the 1%: 

What Scotland might not miss 

about England”.  Like Watson, 

Dorling is a human and social 

geographer.  He holds the 

Halford Mackinder Chair of 

Geography at the University of 

Oxford.  We expect to report on 

the lecture in the next issue.   

 

If you missed the coverage of 

the first J. Wreford Watson 

Lecture to be supported by 

EDUCT, which was delivered by 

Professor Will Self, you can find 

it, and further information on J. 

Wreford Watson by clicking 

through from here: 

 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-

departments/geosciences/resea

rch/research-institutes/geog-

lived-environment/open-

lectures/overview  

 

On this site you will also find information on the first recipients of 

post-graduate geographical research support provided by the EGCF 

scholarship.  In our next issue of our newsletter we may also have 

the names of the recipients of the next round of this support for the 

coming year. 

 

All interested are reminded that the Fund remains open for further 

contributions.  Any assistance you can give to help us get to the 

magical 50 would be much appreciated by all in Edinburgh. 

 

EDUCT Decennial Endowment Fund: The End Is In Sight 

by James Hunter 

 

The EDUCT Decennial Endowment Fund (“the Fund”) was set up in 

2012 to mark the 10th anniversary of the foundation of EDUCT.  The 

idea has been to try to raise £100,000 as a permanent endowment 

to fund four annual bursaries of £1,000 each. 

 

Our fundraising committee reckoned we should be able to raise this 

amount over a period of four years. In fact, we are somewhat ahead 

of schedule:  as of 26 May 2014, we have raised a total of £90,153 

– so we are 90% complete.  Our current efforts were recently given 

a boost by some direct support from the University Development 

office: following a well-established initiative, direct telephone 

solicitations were made to Toronto-area alumni by current students 

and succeeded in identifying 19 new donors. 

   

With some help in the remainder of 2014 from our group of very 

generous supporters (new and repeat), the Fund committee now 

aims to reach our target of £100,000 by year’s end. 

 

If you would like to make a contribution, you will find a donation 

form attached at the end of this newsletter.  All donors will be 

recognized in the January 2015 edition of EDUCT News. 

 

 

Edinburgh’s Professor Paul Palmer in Toronto to Talk on 

Climate Change Science 

by Simon Miles 

 

Professor Peltier, whose talk to EDUCT on climate change is covered 

earlier in this newsletter, has a number of international experts 

coming to the University of Toronto to share their research findings 

with students and faculty through the University’s Centre for Global 

Change Science.  On 25 February, one such visitor was Dr. Paul 

Palmer, Professor of Quantitative Earth Observation, in Edinburgh’s 

School of GeoSciences.  I have been attending these lectures and 

have found them fascinating.  They are looking in depth at the 

challenges of modeling climate change and thus forecasting future 

developments that bear on life on Earth for humans as part of the 

Earth’s ecosystem. 

 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/geosciences/research/research-institutes/geog-lived-environment/open-lectures/overview
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/geosciences/research/research-institutes/geog-lived-environment/open-lectures/overview
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/geosciences/research/research-institutes/geog-lived-environment/open-lectures/overview
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/geosciences/research/research-institutes/geog-lived-environment/open-lectures/overview
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/geosciences/research/research-institutes/geog-lived-environment/open-lectures/overview
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Professor Palmer’s talk was 

titled “Towards Robust 

Estimates of Regional Carbon 

Emissions and Uptake: by hook 

or by crook”.  In his talk, 

Professor Palmer took us 

through the relevance of his 

research for society, the 

challenges faced by scientists in 

his field, some of the scientific 

insights of consequence, and 

the UK’s efforts to develop a 

measurement-based strategy 

to meet climate targets. His 

focus, given the time 

constraints, was on carbon 

dioxide.  At the outset, he 

emphasized the importance of 

robustness and of the regional 

scale of modeling and 

forecasting. 

 

Hopefully all EDUCT members 

are familiar with the basic 

concern arising from the 

continuing rise in carbon 

dioxide in the atmosphere that 

is contributing to a continuing 

heating of the surface 

temperature of Earth.  The 

estimates of a continuation of 

current trends are for temperatures to rise by 4C to 6C by 2100.  

The implications for public expenditures over time could be 

considerable, given the need for a large and sustainable effort to 

mitigate climate change if we are to keep the global average 

temperature increase to 2C by 2100.  However, even now, we do 

not know very much about the humanitarian and economic 

implications of the forecast increase in temperature under a 

business-as-usual scenario.  Hence the interest in developing robust 

regional flux estimates of carbon dioxide.   

 

Professor Palmer took his audience though the technical aspects of 

what he and his research group and collaborators are now 

measuring and how this is done.  This will not be explored here.  

However, some of the findings that are derived from that technical 

work are very significant.  For example, Professor Palmer showed us 

how atmospheric carbon dioxide has changed over the past 30-40 

years and how vegetation on land has progressively increased its 

net ability to soak up this carbon dioxide.  He was also able to show 

that the period during which this natural uptake occurs is 

approximately constant – implying that the responsible ecosystems 

are becoming more efficient with time.  This increased natural 

uptake has effectively shielded us from some of the climate effects 

that have been expected to arise from increases in carbon dioxide 

emissions from fossil fuel combustion.  However, we still do not 

know exactly where the carbon dioxide is being taken up the 

vegetation and certainly do not understand the durability of this 

uptake.  Even with this natural uptake we will not meet established 

climate targets without a sustained programme of reduced 

anthropogenic emissions.  

 

Computer models are tools that, by bringing together different data, 

help us to understand the carbon cycle on a global scale.  Major 

gaps in our current understanding of the global carbon cycle reflect 

the scarcity of available data, particularly over tropical regions 

where we believe that ecosystems are most active in soaking up 

carbon dioxide.  Satellite observations of carbon dioxide are 

beginning to address these gaps.  However, that has raised new 

challenges with respect to determining the degree of accuracy of 

the satellite data when checked against conditions on the ground.  

This is of interest since it enables scientists to determine the extent 

to which there may be a bias in the satellite data.  Initial indications 

are that the bias is small, but still very significant for arriving at flux 

estimates.  When it comes to improving the quality and coverage of 

data to fill the gaps, one interesting, recent initiative has been to 

use cargo ships that are regularly plying the same trade routes 

(e.g., the Geestline boat that regularly transports bananas from the 

Caribbean to the UK) to carry monitoring equipment.  A more detail 

(and ongoing) account of UK efforts to quantify carbon dioxide 

emissions can be found here: http://www.greenhouse-gases.org.uk  

 

And how is Canada doing in reducing its Greenhouse Gas (GHG) 

emissions?  First, let us register that the UK government is 

reporting that the UK’s policies and programmes are resulting in 

Professor Paul Palmer 
http://www.palmergroup.org 

http://www.greenhouse-gases.org.uk/
http://www.palmergroup.org/
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declines in GHG emissions in 

every sector of economic 

activity.  In 2011, UK GHG 

emissions were estimated to 

have been reduced by 31% 

relative to the 1990 baseline, 

which looks like the UK is close 

to meeting its interim 2020 

climate target of a reduction of 

34%. In Canada, by contrast, 

according to Environment 

Canada, the GHG emissions, 

measured in millions of tonnes 

of carbon dioxide equivalent, 

rose over the same period from 

591 to 702, an increase of 

about 18 per cent.  But, with 

respect to the estimates for all 

countries, it has to be stressed 

that these are just estimates of 

reductions in GHG emissions, 

based on spreadsheet 

accounting methods.  As 

Professor Palmer explained to 

me, we have reasonably 

reliable data on fossil fuels 

burned and this number can be 

multiplied by a factor to 

estimate carbon dioxide 

emissions.  However, he 

emphasizes that our 

understanding of some sources 

of GHG emissions, such as 

those from agriculture, are very 

uncertain.  This forces us to 

question just how reliable these 

emission values are if they 

have not actually been 

measured.  Hence the 

tremendous value of using 

atmospheric measurements to 

test these estimates.    

 

Clearly, there is a need for both 

more support for the research 

to improve our understanding, 

and for action based on our 

best understanding as it 

evolves.  EDUCT members 

concerned about the future of 

our Planet need to be calling 

their MPs!    

 

Editor’s Note: EDUCT thanks Professor Palmer for his invaluable 

assistance in preparing this article for publication. 

 

 

Tongue Twisted – Scottish National Identity and Language 

by Brittany Howlett  

 

Brittany Howlett graduated with a B.A. (Hons.) in Languages from 

Wilfrid Laurier University in 2008, and an M.Sc. in English Language 

from the University of Edinburgh in 2012.  She is currently working 

with CATIE, as the Resources Coordinator. 

 

 

With all the talk of Scottish independence, the subject of language 

comes up again and again. Would a sovereign Scotland have its own 

national language?  Even the answers to the FAQ on the official 

Scottish referendum website are not definitive: 

 

What will our national languages be? 

 

Answer: We propose no change on independence to the status of 

Scotland’s languages such as English, Gaelic, Scots and British Sign 

Language. 

 

The Constitutional Convention appointed after independence could 

consider the position of Scotland’s languages within the permanent 

written constitution. 

 

Will there be more support for the Scots Language in an 

independent Scotland? 
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Answer: The 2011 Census, for 

the first time, provided 

information on the numbers of 

Scots speakers.  This 

information, in an independent 

Scotland, will assist in 

developing policy and 

promoting the use and status of 

the Scots language and 

supporting communities that 

speak Scots. 

 

Many would not object to the 

establishment of an official 

Scottish language (there have 

been preservation and revival 

efforts of Scots for a number of 

years).  Though many others 

take the view that Scots has 

fallen victim to Standard 

English, just as have so many 

other languages and dialects.  

While Scots enjoys a rich 

literary history, can we say it 

still exists as a separate 

language?  Or a separate 

dialect (Scottish English)?  Or is 

it merely a smattering of 

regional words injected into 

everyday English?  The debate 

rages on, and if Scotland were 

to gain independence, it is a 

serious question to consider, 

whether official language policy 

will enforce Scots as the lingua 

franca, or accept that English, 

with all its colourful regional 

varieties in Scotland, is here to 

stay.  

 

Language and identity are 

intricately intertwined, and it’s 

impossible to separate one 

from the other.  In the former 

Yugoslavia, there was only one 

recognized language, which had 

regional varieties and dialects.  

Now, we have Bosnian, 

Croatian, Serbian, and 

Montenegrin, among others.  

With the drawing of 

geographical-political lines 

comes linguistic ‘boundaries’ 

(even though, the aforementioned languages are for the most part 

mutually intelligible).  While language can unite people and is a 

strong, tangible and noticeable part of our identities, it can also be 

discriminating, stigmatizing, politically motivated and polarizing 

(looking at you, Quebec).  

 

The issue of language in Scotland is not black and white – after all, 

there is no such thing as language (just ask my former Scottish 

Language professor from Edinburgh).  Language is an arbitrary label 

we put on the intelligible noises we make.  To a speaker, defining 

your language is completely subjective.  I speak Canadian English, 

however there are plenty of varieties and dialects of English that I 

have a difficult time understanding, and I’m sure many others share 

my experience.  A native German speaker from Hamburg will need 

subtitles when watching Swiss German television, yet another 

Yes, it’s back to school again for all foreigners… 

…Who knows? ...they could make it official  
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German speaker living on the 

border with the Netherlands will 

have no problems speaking to 

their Dutch neighbours.  

Language is a continuum of 

dialects along a very broad 

spectrum – there are no 

boundaries (which can make 

language categorization and 

definition very challenging).  

 

I’m sure many of us, when we 

moved to Edinburgh to pursue 

our studies, found ourselves 

struggling to understand the 

vernacular from time to time, 

even though we were from an 

English speaking country, and 

considered ourselves in (more 

or less) another Anglophone 

country.  It took me a while to 

wrap my head around the uses 

of dreich, crabbit, cannae and, 

of course, aye!  On more than 

one occasion I had to ask 

someone to repeat themselves 

(particularly if they were 

Glaswegian).  But immersion is 

the best way to learn, and in no 

time I was injecting my speech 

with plenty of Scottish 

vocabulary, reading The Broons 

and able to keep up with the 

trashy storylines in the Scottish 

documentary-drama The 

Scheme, albeit with some 

translation help from my 

Glaswegian friend (if you 

haven’t seen it, I highly 

recommend it…mostly for its 

linguistic value, if anything).  

 

As the Scottish referendum in 

September draws nearer, it will 

be interesting to see how 

language will play a role in how 

the pro-sovereignty side uses 

nationalism and Scottish identity 

to win votes.  And regardless of 

the outcome, language policy 

and identity in Scotland will 

continue to be a hot issue. 

 

Fraser Taylor: 2014 Recipient of the Killam Award 

 

Fraser Taylor, FRSC, Distinguished Research Professor in the 

Department of Geography and Environmental Studies at Carleton 

University, and an EDUCT member, is the first Canadian 

cartographer to receive a Killam Award.  The Award is one of the 

most prestigious in Canadian academic circles.  These national 

awards, funded and administered by the Canada Council for the 

Arts, celebrate Canada’s most distinguished researchers in the 

humanities, social sciences, natural sciences, health sciences and 

engineering.  Ten awards were made this year.  

 

Taylor is known worldwide for his pioneering work in the field of 

geomatics.  On receiving the award Taylor acknowledged the 

importance of the continuing support from the Social Sciences and 

Humanities Research Council that he and his colleagues have 

received for their ongoing work at the Geomatics and Cartographic 

Research Centre at Carleton.  The Killam Award was, he said, 

recognition of, and a further encouragement to continue, the work 

of the large team at the Centre. 

 

As EDUCT News reported in our September 2013 issue, last year 

Taylor was awarded the Carl Mannerfelt Gold Medal by the 

International Cartographic Association (ICA). That award carries a 

particular cachet because it is not an annual award.  In the last half 

century it has been award about a dozen times. 

 

Fraser’s work on geomatics was first described to EDUCT members 

in the May 2009 issue of EDUCT News.  As we noted at the time: 

“Fraser’s research in the field of geomatics is regarded by his peers 

as highly innovative.  Geomatics is an evolving field and may need 

some introduction.  In essence, it involves taking an integrated 

Fraser Taylor, left, receives the Killam Award from the Governor 
General of Canada, His Excellency the Rt. Hon. David Johnston 
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approach to the measurement, 

analysis, management, storage 

and display of geographically-

referenced information.  The 

data come from many sources, 

including satellites, air and sea-

borne sensors and ground-

based instruments.  The data 

are processed by computers.  

Geomatics was initially focused 

on capturing the physical 

features of the Earth’s surface.  

More recently, it has been 

moving into socio-economic 

realms.  Fraser is applying 

geomatics in socio-economic 

development in many parts of 

the world.  He has developed 

electronic atlases and 

interactive cartographic 

systems.  And he has advanced 

work on mapping for the blind 

and the visually impaired.”  

 

EDUCT congratulates Fraser and 

his team on this latest 

recognition of their outstanding 

work. 

 

 

Famous Alumni 

 

Henry Dundas, First 

Viscount Melville 

by Simon Miles  

 

In recognition of the University 

of Edinburgh arranging to hold 

its June 2014 Meeting of the 

University’s General Council in 

Toronto, and in 

acknowledgement of the 

collaboration of the University 

of Toronto in facilitating the 

hosting of some of the events 

in Toronto over a three-day 

period, EDUCT decided to 

devote this column, in its 

January 2014 issue, to a 

famous alumnus who played a 

leading role in the early days of 

the University of Toronto.  In 

this May issue we turn to a famous alumnus whose name was given 

to a street that stretched from west to east across the Province of 

Ontario, to a town, and to a county.   

 

Henry Dundas was an astute, able 

and dextrous politician.  Henry 

Scadding, the Toronto historian, 

described him as ‘cool’, but doubtless 

this is not to be given the same 

meaning as it is in modern parlance.   

He was born on 28 April 1742, at 

Arniston House, the family home, in 

Dalkeith, just 11 miles from 

Edinburgh.  This is a beautiful house, 

designed in the Palladian style in the 

1720s by William Adam and 

completed by John Adam in the 

1750s.  Capability Brown, the 

foremost landscape designer of his 

time, was responsible for the gardens.  

And it was a powerful family.  His 

father, Robert, Lord Aniston, was Lord 

President of the Court of Session.  

This was a position that Henry’s elder 

brother, Robert, would also assume in time.   

 

Henry was brought up to enter legal practice.  He attended the 

Royal High School, in Edinburgh, before pursuing his studies, 

presumably in law, at the University of Edinburgh.  He was called to 

the bar in 1763, settling into chambers in Fleshmarket Close.  

Somewhat ironically, one of his more famous pleadings was that for 

securing the freedom of a slave from the West Indies, Joseph 

Knight.  Somewhat ironic because, years later, he was a leading 

player in delaying the abolition of slavery by the Parliament in 

Westminster.   

 

Henry Dundas moved swiftly up the ranks in the legal profession, 

becoming Solicitor-General for Scotland by 1766 and, following his 

having become the Tory Member of Parliament in Westminster, for 

Midlothian, in 1774, he was appointed Lord Advocate for Scotland 

by 1775.  This was the highest political office in Scotland at the 

time.  Importantly, it enabled him to control all patronage of the 

Crown in Scotland.  Not so slowly, he was becoming that all-

powerful figure whom Lord Cockburn, an opposition Whig, described 

as Absolute Dictator of Scotland and nicknamed ‘Henry the Ninth’.  

Such dominance was not favourable to healthy debate on many 

matters of public interest.  Careers were advanced far more readily 

with subservience to Dundas.     

 

However, following his move to Westminster in 1774, his interests 

shifted away from law and more towards public affairs.  Lord North 

was Prime Minister in a Tory government.  Dundas soon 

distinguished himself as an able speaker.  He was given a variety of 

Rt. Hon. The 1st Viscount 

Melville, PC, FRSE 
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increasingly senior positions 

under the Tory governments of 

Lord North and Lord Shelberne.  

When William Pitt the Younger 

became Prime Minister in 1783 

he appointed Dundas Treasurer 

of the Navy.  In addition, as a 

reward for having helped Pitt 

steer a revised India Bill 

through Parliament in a form 

acceptable to King George III, 

Dundas was appointed 

President of the Board of 

Control.  

 

He finally made it into the 

Cabinet, under Pitt, in 1791, as 

Home Secretary.  In this office, 

he made useful contributions in 

preparing Britain for the 

anticipated wars with France, 

by organizing local, 

supplementary militias, 

volunteer corps and the 

provisional cavalry.  By 1794, 

shortly after the war with 

France had begun, he had 

become Secretary of State for 

War (interestingly, in those 

days it was referred to as ‘at 

War’).  His record was mixed.  

However, Pitt trusted Dundas 

and would not let him resign, 

albeit that he had wanted to do 

this for reasons of failing 

health.  When Pitt resigned in 

1801, Dundas did too. 

 

He was elevated to the peerage 

in 1802, and assumed the title 

of 1st Viscount Melville and 

Baron Dunira.  As Melville, he 

was back in the Cabinet again 

in Pitt’s new administration of 

1804, this time as First Lord of 

the Admiralty.  This was not a 

happy time for him.  In 1802, 

prior to this appointment, 

Melville had become the subject 

of opposition political games 

designed to embarrass the 

government.  A case was 

brought against him for the 

alleged misappropriation of funds some 20 years previously, when 

Treasurer of the Navy.  A commission of inquiry was launched.  In a 

nutshell, when Dundas had been appointed President of the Board 

of Control, he had decided to fix his salary as Treasurer of the Navy 

at 4,000 pounds.  In his defence, this was done in the interests of 

transparency.  Previously, the salary had been 2,000 pounds, but 

there were many perquisites that greatly increased the total 

emolument of the office.  Dundas wanted to do away with the added 

perks.  Years later, this move was presented by the opposition, in 

an attempt to bring down the Tory government, as a move to 

misappropriate resources. The commission of inquiry reported in 

1805 and in 1806 he was impeached.  Although he was acquitted, it 

did hurt his career.  He resigned while the case was being heard 

and never returned to office. 

 

However, he had been much respected as a politician.  Well before 

his retirement, his good friend, John Graves Simcoe, when serving 

as Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada, decided to name a town 

and a main east-west road after Dundas.  The road was one initially 

to be built between Burlington Bay and Detroit.  Later, it was 

extended east to York (now Toronto) and then east to the eastern 

boundary of the province, where it continued east to Montreal.  The 

first Gazetteer of Upper Canada, published in London in 1899, 

shows Dundas Street stretching right across the province.  

Somewhat confusingly, when it passed through Toronto, it followed 

the line of what is now Queen Street.  Obviously, at some point the 

Queen bumped Dundas up Yonge Street a few blocks!  The county 

of Dundas, in eastern Ontario, was so named in 1792. 

 

Viscount Melville died in Edinburgh in 1811, at his home on the 

north side of George Square, quite suddenly and in apparent good 

health.  He is commemorated by a column in St. Andrew’s Square, 

Edinburgh.  It rises some 150 ft., including the 14 ft high statue of 

him at the top.  

 

Editor’s Note: EDUCT acknowledges the value of several sources 

drawn upon for this profile. They include the following: 

 

Henry Scadding, ‘Yonge Street and Dundas Street. The Men After 

Whom They Were Named’, The Canadian Journal. New Series, No. 

XCVII, January 1878, pp. 615-641. 

http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/96851 - 

page/625/mode/1up 

 

The Encyclopaedia Britannica. 

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/374249/Henry-

Dundas-1st-Viscount-Melville 

 

Wikipedia. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Dundas,_1st_Viscount_Melville 

 

 

 

http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/96851#page/625/mode/1up
http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/96851#page/625/mode/1up
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/374249/Henry-Dundas-1st-Viscount-Melville
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/374249/Henry-Dundas-1st-Viscount-Melville
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Dundas,_1st_Viscount_Melville
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Welcome to Our New 

Members 

by Simon Miles 

 

Kalin Moon is an Associate 

Producer with Cineflix 

Productions.  But this is only a 

small piece of the picture of this 

dynamic young entrepreneur 

who seems to have a hand in 

everything relating to 

communications.  In addition, 

she has her own company, Tall 

Medium Short Productions, 

where she is the “medium”, as 

in height, for sure, but maybe 

also in the communications too.  

In the academic arena, for the 

last five years she has also 

been working part-time as a 

researcher for a professor at 

the University of Ontario 

Institute of Technology (UOIT), 

with the latest project being the 

design of a website and its 

content aimed at helping 

adolescents deal with the issues 

relating to body image and self-

esteem.  It is impressive.  Take 

a look at 

www.teachbodyimage.org 

  

Kalin is also a research 

assistant at another 

independent film company; she teaches kids rock climbing on the 

weekends; and, for relaxation, she is into more rock climbing, 

indeed mountain climbing, and rock music, from the classic to the 

modern.  In short, this Moon never wanes! 

 

So where did our livewire come from?  Port Perry, once voted “best 

commuter town”, is a sane place to grow up.  It is a very friendly 

community with its sense of history.  Her own family is at least 

seven generations Canadian…more than one can recall.  However, 

labour strife did come to the town and took sports off the school 

curriculum for three years.  So Kalin became a clarinetist in the 

school band.  Once they had sorted out the labour problem she 

became the captain of the volleyball team and played in goal for the 

school soccer team.   

 

She graduated from Queen’s University in 2007 with a B.Sc. Hons. 

and a distinction, with a major in Biology and a minor in Film.  Of 

the film studies, Kalin notes that the Queen’s courses tend to lean 

more to the theoretical, but she was able to get a good mix of both 

the practical art of film making and the theoretical.  

 

Her year in Edinburgh was as an exchange student, with that year 

being part of her Queen’s degree.  Again, it was more Biology and 

Film, although the film programme was confined to theory. The 

biology she loved, especially the fact that one could be self-directed 

and take advantage of the presence of the many experts on faculty.  

And yes, not being able to sit still, she played volleyball for the 

University and had her own radio slot, a weekly, mid-day music 

programme, on the University’s radio station.  Her residence, in the 

Pollock Halls, looked out over Arthur’s Seat, which she loved to 

climb frequently.  It was a very memorable year. 

 

After Queen’s, she returned to Britain, this time to Leeds, to read 

for an M.A. in International Communications.  It was a rewarding 

time academically but the city could not compare with Edinburgh.  

Realizing she had been spoiled with the Edinburgh experience, she 

supposedly focused on her studies.  Her thesis examined the 

presentation of MRSA, the bacterial infection, in the British print 

media.  And for this she picked up another distinction!  Even more 

impressive is the fact that while she was meant to be writing her 

thesis, she was actually out in Tanzania working for a local health-

care network helping women with HIV/AIDS.  And, of course, since 

Mount Kilimanjaro, a minor challenge of 20,000 ft., was handy, she 

nipped up there.  This entailed traversing every ecological zone 

from the rain forest to the alpine summit.  She made it to the top 

on 09/08/08…a day late for the perfect eight, but very happy! 

 

Back home in Canada, she landed a low-paying, three-month 

internship with Mount Sinai’s Communications Department.  She 

was able to make some short films of surgeries that were to be 

used for teaching aids.   

 

http://www.teachbodyimage.org/
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It was not a happy time.  The 

recession of late 2008 was in 

full bloom.  Out on the street, 

with two excellent degrees, she 

was well-qualified for 

waitressing!  And so she 

waitressed.  Fortunately, a kind 

customer, who happened to be 

a writer working with film 

production companies, took an 

interest in her talents.  She 

made him a raincoat out of 

garbage bags and that 

impressed him sufficiently to 

ensure she got the introduction 

to Cineflix Productions.  That 

led to her first serious work in 

making docu-dramas for 

Discovery Channel. One she 

had great fun with was Air 

Aces.  You can get a taste of 

this at: 

http://www.cineflixproductions.

com/shows/113-Air-Aces 

 

She stayed two years with 

Cineflix before moving to the 

Daily Planet, again as a 

researcher, helping to produce 

daily, science-based TV 

programmes.  Although there is 

always the worry associated 

with this type of contract work, 

there is a good quotient of fun 

too.  Kalin managed to get into 

the Guinness Book of Records 

for creating the largest volcano 

of baking soda and vinegar 

(with some sand and gravel 

thrown in).  It topped 23 feet!  

You want evidence?  Go to: 

http://www.guinnessworldrecor

ds.com/records-1000/largest-

baking-soda-and-vinegar-

volcano/ 

 

Somehow, that track record led 

her to a better research job 

back at Cineflix producing more 

films.  Now, with this strength 

in making films, and the 

interest in public health 

stimulated by her work with 

UOIT, she would like to pursue a career in public health.  In 

particular, she would like to explore effective messaging of public 

health issues.  One cannot help but think that this will be very 

relevant for an aging baby-boom generation.   

 

EDUCT wishes Kalin every success in the next stage of her 

fascinating career. 

 

 

Robert Ogilvie is Associate 

Principal at K.J. Harrison & 

Partners, a private investment 

firm that offers discretionary 

investment management to high 

net worth individuals and families, 

as well as to foundations.  After 

spending his first 15 years in 

Toronto, his family moved to a 

farm in Caledon.  A new home 

meant a new high school.  Being 

that it was co-ed and had a great 

sports programme, he quickly 

warmed to The Country School.   

 

Prior to Edinburgh, Rob attended 

Mount Allison University, a small, 

liberal arts and sciences 

university, in Sackville, New 

Brunswick.  He played club rugby, co-hosted a radio show on the 

campus radio station, CMHA 106.9, and was able to cultivate his 

growing interest in business.  He was active in A.C.E. (Advancing 

Canadian Entrepreneurship), a club whose focus is exactly as its 

name suggests.  Indeed, this is where he cut his teeth in business.  

As part of an entrepreneurship course he was taking, he and a 

group of his friends set up a coffee shop on the campus.  Getting it 

approved was an exercise in diplomacy, given all the varied 

interests involved.  The café worked out very well, and on 

graduating from Mount Allison with his B.A. (Major in Commerce 

and a Minor in English Literature) in 2005 they sold it back to the 

University!  He understands that it is now doing a roaring trade! 

 

Following Mount Allison, he joined an apparel company, Hatley, at 

its global headquarters in Montreal.  There, he was responsible for 

international production out of China and India.  Having mastered 

the production side of the business, he returned to Toronto and 

joined another firm, Red Canoe Brands, dealing with sales in North 

America.  Although he had been working towards setting up his own 

apparel business, the four years he had spent with the two 

companies brought home to him the challenges of doing this.  He 

decided he needed to learn more about the finance side of building 

a business.     

 

He looked at Edinburgh Business School partly because of his 

http://www.cineflixproductions.com/shows/113-Air-Aces
http://www.cineflixproductions.com/shows/113-Air-Aces
http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/records-1000/largest-baking-soda-and-vinegar-volcano/
http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/records-1000/largest-baking-soda-and-vinegar-volcano/
http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/records-1000/largest-baking-soda-and-vinegar-volcano/
http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/records-1000/largest-baking-soda-and-vinegar-volcano/
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Scottish ancestry.  He had 

always wanted to live in 

Scotland, and the fact that he 

could use the time to study at 

one of the world’s oldest and 

most prestigious universities 

was a bonus.  He was accepted 

in 2009 and pursued an M.B.A., 

focusing on lean business 

practices and change 

management.  The formal title 

of his dissertation is almost a 

dissertation in itself: A Study 

into Employee Engagement as 

a Critical Factor in 

Implementing and Sustaining a 

Lean System, and an Analysis 

of the Caterpillar Production 

System within this Context.  He 

enjoyed his time in Edinburgh 

enormously.  The course work 

was demanding, but he greatly 

appreciated the additional 

benefit of learning from such a 

varied group of fellow students.  

He sensed that some thought 

had gone into ensuring that no 

one country dominated the 

intake for his year.  Again, he 

joined the Entrepreneurship 

Club.  No second coffee shop 

this time, but he did get a lot 

out of listening to other 

students, often from outside of 

the Business School, who were 

looking for business partners.   

 

Back in Toronto in 2010 with 

his M.B.A., he opted for more 

exposure to the field of finance.  

He started working with his 

family, helping to advise on 

asset allocation within small-

scale private equity, as well as 

investments in public securities.  

Looking to expand beyond just 

his family’s investments and to 

further develop his skills, he 

joined K.J. Harrison & Partners 

in early 2012.  What attracted 

him to the firm was not only its 

boutique size, but also their 

belief in co-investing being the 

cornerstone of proper alignment.  They build their investment 

strategies based on the sensibilities of their own families, who are, 

as a group, the largest client of the firm.  According to Rob, this 

helps to ensure total alignment between the Partners and their 

clients, which is very rare in the investment industry.   

 

If you would welcome talking to Rob about the management of your 

investments, you can reach him at rogilvie@kjharrison.com    Rob 

also invites you to go to the company’s web site: 

http://www.kjharrison.com 

 

In his spare time Rob is putting a lot of effort into reducing the 

poaching of wildlife in East Africa.  He is a Director of Big Life 

Foundation Canada, a charity that raises funds to support this 

objective.  Together with its sister charity, Big Life Foundation, it 

aims to build additional anti-poaching camps, to increase 

community education, and to generally assist in the protection and 

preservation of over 2 million acres of wilderness in the Amboseli-

Tsavo ecosystem of East Africa.  Rob’s passion for this cause can be 

traced back to his multiple visits to Kenya in his youth; the first 

being when he was only five years old.  He hopes that the work that 

their organization is doing there will help to provide not only a 

healthy animal population, but also a thriving and sustainable 

economy. 

 

The photograph shown here is "Elephant drinking, Amboseli, 2007". 

It appears on the cover of 

A Shadow Falls, the second 

book of a trilogy, by Nick 

Brandt.  Brandt, a famous 

wildlife photographer, was 

the founder of Big Life 

Foundation.  The book 

captures, in 58 of Brandt's 

photographs, the 

increasing devastation 

being imposed upon wildlife 

and their habitat in Africa. 

  

To find out more about this 

foundation, and possibly to 

make a donation if you are 

so moved, go to the web 

site at: 

www.biglife.org/big-life-

canada 

 

EDUCT welcomes Rob, 

hoping he finds his time 

invested in EDUCT pays 

dividends, even if it does 

not lead to a wild life! 

 

mailto:rogilvie@kjharrison.com
http://www.kjharrison.com/
http://www.biglife.org/big-life-canada
http://www.biglife.org/big-life-canada
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Rachel Sachs is a lawyer in 

the making.  Currently, she 

would like that to be in 

property law, although 

corporate law, litigation, and 

tax law are of also great 

interest.  However, through her 

continuing studies she is 

building a very broad base of 

understanding about the 

profession and thus the future 

could well unfold differently. 

 

Rachel was born and grew up in 

Toronto.  She was not born a 

lawyer.  Indeed, she was a very 

shy child and it was only when 

the speech therapist found the 

button labelled “19 to the 

dozen” that she swiftly turned 

into the extrovert and budding 

youth activist.  From Lawrence 

Park Collegiate she first went to 

Carleton University to read for 

a B.A. in Legal Studies.  She 

made the most of her time 

there, satisfying her insatiable 

curiosity by taking many 

courses.   However, two years 

into that, she opted for an 

exchange programme which 

took her to Sheffield Hallam 

University in Sheffield, England.  

She managed to stay for two and a half years and received an LL.B. 

from Hallam in 2007.  Returning to Canada, she was able to 

complete her final year at Carleton from the comfort of home in 

Toronto.  That gave her the B.A. in 2008. 

 

Next, she was off to the University of Calgary, which kindly offered 

her multiple scholarships to work on her LL.M.  She ended up 

having completed half of a thesis on Inuit land claims before she got 

itchy feet again.  Following a summer in Victoria, working on 

Indigenous Peoples’ traditions, she applied for Edinburgh.  She had 

visited Edinburgh while living in Sheffield and fell in love with the 

city. 

 

At Edinburgh she was very disciplined and completed all 

requirements for the M.Sc. in Carbon Management, graduating in 

November 2010.  She was amazed at the international mix of 

students in her class of 35.  She learned as much from these fellow 

students as from the formal courses.  Since she was still in love with 

the city, she found a way to stay on.  At that time, it was possible 

to obtain a post-study work visa that allowed one to stay on for a 

couple of years.  Although the scheme has since been discontinued, 

she made the most of it.  She worked with several volunteer groups 

over the next two years.  One that she found very practical was 

“Remade In Edinburgh”.  This organization provides for a re-skilling 

of the unemployed to produce new, useful products from discarded 

material.  She used some of the knowledge she had acquired in the 

Carbon Management courses to help obtain a couple of grants for 

the organization.  She also built them a huge following on Twitter.  

Eventually, they actually started paying her!  And she learned to 

sew! 

 

Back home again in Toronto, in addition to enjoying her love of 

making things, ever curious, she has continued to take all manner 

of courses: everything from environmental sustainability (which 

required some time in Switzerland) and a Swedish distance course 

in strategic sustainable development to computer programming.  

However, what have really focused her mind are her studies for her 

equivalency exams in law that she has been taking since January 

this year. Once through the exams she hopes to secure an articling 

position in a law firm and within a year be employed as a lawyer in 

one of her preferred fields.   

 

EDUCT welcomes Rachel and wishes her every success in getting 

the world of law stitched up in no time. 

 

 

Mark Garlin is a registration clerk at St. Joseph’s Health Centre.  

He is ever resourceful and, like so many young people just out of 

university, had tried his hand at a number of jobs prior to joining 

the staff at St. Joseph’s.  Hospital administration is appealing since 

it gives him the added psychic income derived from knowing he is 

supporting a valuable community institution.   
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As a student at Martingrove 

Collegiate Institute Mark had 

ideas about being a teacher, or 

possibly a journalist.  On the 

latter front, he was active in 

the production of the 

Martingrove Beacon, the 

school’s student newspaper.  

He moved up the ranks to 

become one of the Editors in 

Chief, with a major 

responsibility for overall 

administration.  His excellent 

work was recognized with a 

Toronto Star High School 

Journalism Award for his 

editorial writing in 2005. 

 

His love of history, along with 

journalism, led him to pursue a 

double major in History and 

Communication Studies at 

McMaster University.  By the 

time he graduated with his B.A. 

(Hons.) in 2009, he was 

thinking of teaching history and 

had his eye on graduate school.  

However, needing both time 

and funds to prepare for 

graduate studies, he first 

entered the world of trade 

finance.   

 

And indeed, his patience paid off.  One year later he was accepted 

at Edinburgh to read for an M.Sc. in First Millennium Studies, in the 

School of History, Classics and Archaeology.  From the moment of 

his arrival it proved to be a memorable year.  He recalls his first 

climb up the stairs at Milne’s Court, carrying his all-too-heavy cases 

to the top floor after the horrendously jet-lagging journey from 

Canada via Reykjavik and Manchester, to be warmly welcomed by 

his fellow residents from Kazakhstan and China.  The idea of living 

in a building from the 1690s, sitting on top of a volcanic plug, while 

studying first millennium history held a certain appeal for him.  It 

did have some drawbacks: there was a certain irony in his having to 

struggle to concentrate on writing his history thesis on Julian the 

Apostate while being distracted by the performance of the Tattoo 

and the raucous Festival crowds in the High Street below.  

Fortunately, all the curry you could eat for five pounds – and very 

good curry too – helped to make up for such shortcomings. 

 

The courses at Edinburgh lived up to his expectations.  He also took 

advantage of being able to take courses outside the core 

programme.  He greatly enjoyed a theological course on ecumenical 

councils and the serious debates it provoked between the devout 

Christians and his fellow atheists.  An Elementary Latin Study 

Group, established by a friend, became a social club that organized 

day trips outside Edinburgh.  One such trip, to Kilchurn Castle in the 

beautiful setting of the rightly named Loch Awe in Argyll, was 

particularly memorable.  To keep himself fit, he continued his 

fencing at the Edinburgh University Fencing Club.  He had fenced for 

McMaster’s Varsity Team, but decided to keep it to a recreational 

level at EUFC. 

 

Finishing Edinburgh in 2011, he treated himself to a week in Paris.  

He recalls it being horribly hot for September, but that every day 

was filled with wonderful sights and experiences.  One memorable 

occasion was listening to Brahms in Saint-Julien-le-Pauvre during a 

thunderstorm.   

 

Back in Toronto, until securing his job at St. Joseph’s, he had been 

doing what most young graduates do – trying out various jobs until 

the right opportunity came along.  One such job enabled him to 

develop his proficiency in upgrading corporate computer systems 

while also serving as a systems trouble-shooter.  Another was 

gathering data for a health equity study in a hospital’s surgery 

registration area in between working as a paediatric clinic support 

volunteer.  And for something completely different, he performed as 

an extra in the Canadian Opera Company’s 2013 production of 

Dialogues des Carmélites. 

 

EDUCT welcomes Mark, a man of all seasons, and wishes him the 

very best for his career, wherever it may take him. 
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Josipa Petrunic wears several 

hats.  She is a full-time 

academic and industrial 

researcher and part-time 

aspiring politician.  And she 

works in both Ontario and 

Alberta.  Backed by very 

impressive credentials, Josipa is 

providing leadership in several 

arenas at once.  When we met 

to discuss her life, that life was 

being completely consumed by 

her leadership of a very 

demanding drive to secure an 

award for McMaster University 

as a Centre for Excellence in 

the Commercialization and 

Research of Electrified 

Transportation.  Yes, the job is 

ostensibly one of putting 

together a proposal for 

research and 

commercialization.  But it also 

involves mobilizing key players 

in industry, government 

agencies and universities, 

outsmarting the competition, 

and raising millions of dollars to 

more than match the 

Government of Canada’s 

millions that will be awarded to 

each of the four institutions 

that will end up winning from 

the original field of 66 

competitors.  And, yes, her 

team has already secured more 

than the minimum in the 

requisite matching millions.  

 

Josipa was born in Canada and 

grew up in Calgary.  Her 

parents had emigrated from 

Croatia due to the political 

situation there.  They spoke 

little English but, being very 

political animals, took a great 

interest in Canadian politics.  

This rubbed off on Josipa who, 

at an early age, developed a 

keen interest in becoming 

politically involved.  

Indeed, it seems that there has 

always been a grand plan to 

get elected and become Prime 

Minister.  She knew that if she were 

ever to be fortunate enough to be 

elected and exercise political power 

in the interests of society, she 

would need a good grounding in 

political theory and she would have 

to master mathematics, which is 

fundamental to understanding 

negotiations on so many issues, and 

communications.    

 

The first degree was her B.A. in 

Journalism and Political Science 

from Carleton University in 2002.  

Through a combination of hard work 

and brilliance she was awarded a slew of scholarships and 

recognized with several prizes, including the Senate Medal for 

Outstanding Academic Achievement.  While at Carleton, she also 

started working for several newspapers, including the Globe & Mail 

and the Toronto Star.  That dealt with the communications skills.   

 

Next, she went to the LSE to pursue her M.Sc. in Political Theory.  

Again, she picked up major awards, including the Sir James 

Lougheed Graduate Award of Distinction.   

 

Edinburgh followed with another M.Sc., this time in Science and 

Technology Studies, with her thesis being on the sociology of 

scientific knowledge.  She chose Edinburgh because two famous 

faculty members, David Bloor and John Henry, were putting 

Edinburgh in the front ranks globally in this field.  She had been 

fortunate to be awarded a Commonwealth Scholarship and 

recognized with another Sir James Lougheed Graduate Award of 

Distinction.   

 

Despite having her head in her books, she clearly had enough time 

to fall in love with Edinburgh.  She decided to stay to pursue a Ph.D.  

Again, a Commonwealth Scholarship, along with several other 

awards, helped enormously.  This time she had to address the 

mathematics on that “to-do list”.  Her thesis was entitled 

“Quaternion engagements and terrains of knowledge: a comparative 

social history of P.G. Tait’s and W. Clifford’s quaternion 

mathematics (1845-1880)”.  She has found that this understanding 

of mathematics has served her well in being able to collaborate with 

engineers in her current work on transportation systems. 

 

Leaving Edinburgh in 2009, Josipa then started a series of post-

doctoral fellowships at University College London, the University of 

Toronto, and now McMaster. 

 

At McMaster, Josipa is with the McMaster Automotive Research 

Centre.  She is part of a team conducting research on everything 

bearing on the future of the automotive industry.  She is also 
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developing a technology road 

map for a “smart” electricity 

grid in Ontario.   

 

As if that is not enough, there 

is much more to this extremely 

talented woman.  Not only does 

she still teach part-time at the 

University of Toronto and 

develop and supervise online 

courses at Athabasca 

University, she has also been 

giving much time to her active 

involvement in politics.  She 

ran as a candidate for the 

Liberals in the 2011 Federal 

election in Calgary, and then in 

Edmonton in the Alberta 

Provincial election in 2012.  

Alberta, as we all know, is not 

Liberal country.  But she did 

well enough to keep her spirits 

up and make her determined to 

try in Ontario now she is living 

here.  

 

As can be expected, having 

developed a love of writing, she 

has a book due for publication 

soon – on Victorian 

mathematics – and several 

chapters of books in the 

pipeline.  Keep an eye on our 

Books section in future 

newsletters. 

 

EDUCT welcomes Josipa. 
 

 

Kevin James’s Most Recent 

Book  

 

Kevin J. James and Eric G. E. 

Zuelow (Eds.), Tourism 

Histories in Ulster and 

Scotland: Connections and 

Comparisons 1800 – 1939, 

Belfast: Ulster Historical 

Foundation, 2013. Paperback.  

145 pages.    

 

EDUCT member Kevin James is 

an Associate Professor of 

History at the University of Guelph.  With his colleague and co-

editor, Eric G. E. Zuelow, Associate Professor of Modern European 

History at the University of New England, he has just published his 

latest book.   

 

This new, innovative collection 

of essays brings together 

scholars of Irish and Scottish 

tourism history to explore 

comparisons and linkages 

between these places in 

readable and provocative case 

studies.  The long-standing 

cultural exchanges, economic 

linkages, and flows of people 

between Ulster and Scotland 

included, from the nineteenth 

century, extensive recreational 

travel across the North 

Channel.  At the same time, 

cities, resorts, and tourist sites 

in each place vied for the 

tourist’s pound in the lucrative 

English market.  Ulster and 

Scotland boasted a number of 

comparable sites – indeed 

Staffa and the Giant’s 

Causeway were often seen as 

part of a single ‘site’, and 

County Donegal was promoted to tourists as the ‘Irish Highlands’ – 

while numerous resort towns catered to heavy cross-channel traffic 

between the two places.  For some, Ulster and Scotland constituted 

a single regional tourist economy; for others, the two locations were 

fierce competitors.   

 

The contributions to this collection, authored by the world's leading 

experts, as well as emerging scholars in the field, point to exciting 

new directions in tourism history research, and remind us of the 

critical place that outdoor pools, coastal resorts, and royal 

residences played in popular imagination – and in the tourist 

economies of both countries.   

 

The collection sells for only £11.99 through:  

http://www.booksireland.org.uk/store/all-departments/tourism-

histories-ulster-scotland-connections-comparisons-1800-1939 

 

 

New Book from the Centre for Scottish Studies at the 

University of Guelph 

 

Stuart Macdonald and Dan MacLeod, Keeping the Kirk: Scottish 

Religion at Home and in the Diaspora, Guelph: Guelph Series in 

http://www.booksireland.org.uk/store/all-departments/tourism-histories-ulster-scotland-connections-comparisons-1800-1939
http://www.booksireland.org.uk/store/all-departments/tourism-histories-ulster-scotland-connections-comparisons-1800-1939
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Scottish Studies, 2014. 

Paperback. 250 pages. $30, 

plus $5 shipping 

 

This book is the third volume in 

the Guelph Series in Scottish 

Studies put out by the 

University of Guelph’s Centre 

for Scottish Studies.  Elizabeth 

Ewan, an EDUCT member who 

is one of the faculty at the 

Centre, kindly brought the book 

to our attention. 

 

The editors, Stuart Macdonald 

and Daniel MacLeod, are both 

scholars of Scottish history.  

Stuart is currently Professor of 

Church and Society at Knox 

College, University of Toronto, 

and has written on both the 

Scottish witch-hunt and the 

Presbyterian Church in Canada.  

Daniel recently graduated with a Ph.D. from Guelph, and has taught 

at both Guelph and the University of Toronto.  His dissertation was 

a study of Christianity in sixteenth-century Glasgow. 

 

In this publication, the editors have brought together work from 

established and new scholars to document the diverse and 

influential role of Scottish Christianity in both Scotland and in the 

nation’s global diaspora.  That diaspora is alive and well in southern 

Ontario and across Canada.  Considering over five centuries of 

Scottish history, the book confronts Christianity’s interactions with 

gender, race, language, and education, among other themes.  

Keeping the Kirk includes chapters on topics that range from John 

Knox’s views on family life in the sixteenth century to investigations 

of religion and party politics in interwar Scotland.  It should be of 

interest to anyone who is curious about how such a relatively small 

nation exerted such a tremendous influence on global Christianity. 

 

The book was launched on 5 April 2014 at Knox College during 

Guelph’s Centre for Scottish Studies’ Spring Colloquium. To order, 

e-mail Scottish@uoguelph.ca 

 

 

Are you a fan of Scottish writing? 

 

Do you enjoy reading novels and non-fiction by Scottish authors?  

How about books about Scotland or Scots?  If so, EDUCT would 

welcome your views and opinions for publication in EDUCT News.  

Please contact the EDUCT News Editor, Simon Miles at  

simon-miles@sympatico.ca  

 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

Our Treasurer reports that EDUCT's accounts, as of 30 April 2014, 

show a balance of $13,520.14.  

 

The front cover with Sir Henry 

Raeburn’s famous painting of 

the Rev. Robert Walker 

skating on Duddingston Loch.  

The painting hangs in the 
National Gallery of Scotland. 

mailto:Scottish@uoguelph.ca
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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MEMBERSHIP DUES  

Annual membership fees are 

due in January of each year. If 

you have not yet renewed for 

this year, please send your 

cheque, for $35, payable to 

EDUCT, and marked 

“membership”, to our 

Treasurer, Mr. Chris Valley Ban, 

at: 205-100 Oriole Parkway, 

Toronto, ON M5P 2G8. Your 

promptness in this regard 

greatly lightens the load on our 

volunteer Board and is thus 

much appreciated. Thank you, 

in advance, for your payment.  

 

 

Tell us your news 
 

EDUCT News is always looking 

for interesting alumni stories 

and news.  We are happy to 

hear about what’s new with 

you!  Whether you have just 

returned from an interesting 

trip or have a memory you wish 

to share with your fellow 

EDUCT Members, we would 

love to hear from you. 

 

If you have something you 

would like to share, please 

contact the EDUCT News Editor, 

Simon Miles at 

simon-miles@sympatico.ca 

 
 

Friends of EDUCT  

 

Friends of EDUCT are 

recognized by virtue of the 

generosity they demonstrated 

when, as non-members, they 

donated to the University of 

Edinburgh through an EDUCT-

initiated special fund.

Board of Directors 

 
We invite your comments and suggestions at any time. Please feel free 

to contact any member of the Board of Directors with your comments 

and suggestions: 

 
Toni McGregor 

President, 

(BA 1978), 905.637.9015 

tonimcg@cogeco.ca 

 
Alan Pearson 

Vice-President, 

(LL.B. Hons 1971), 416.237.9874 

apearson@torys.com 

 

Chris Valley Ban 

Treasurer, 

(M.Sc. 1990), 416.489.2011 

chrisban@bell.net 

 

Victoria Crewe-Nelson 

Membership Director, 

(LL.B. 1999), 416.750.4424 

vcn117@gmail.com 

 

Simon Miles 

Past President 

(MA Hons 1962), 416.466.8793 

simon-miles@sympatico.ca 

 
Paul Bradley 

Past President and Communications, 

(BSc Hons 1982), 416.464.9771 

pauljfrbradley@gmail.com 

 
James Hunter 

Past President and Chair, Decennial Fund Committee 

(MA Hons 1973), 416.236.2595 

jameshunter236@rogers.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Our thanks go out to: Neena Jain for graphic design and layout. 

../../../Documents%20and%20Settings/fbruce/My%20Documents/Downloads/simon-miles@sympatico.ca
mailto:tonimcg@cogeco.ca
mailto:apearson@torys.com
mailto:chrisban@bell.net
mailto:vcn117@gmail.com
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
mailto:pauljfrbradley@gmail.com
mailto:jameshunter236@rogers.com
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Carlyle Circle Members in 

Canada 

 
EDUCT wishes to acknowledge the 

generosity of alumni and friends of 

the University of Edinburgh who 

have decided to leave a bequest to 

the University in their wills. They 

are recognized by the University 

as Carlyle Circle members. We 

extend our gratitude to each of 

them. If you are a member of the 

Carlyle Circle or know of such 

members who are living in 

Canada, you are encouraged to 

contact us.  

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Promoting Your Event 

 

If you are organizing an event or participating in an activity that 

would be of interest to fellow alumni in the GTA, please get in touch 

with our Communications Officer, Paul Bradley:  

pauljfrbradley@gmail.com.   

 

You may also join us on LinkedIn or Facebook to submit your 

information directly to participating members through these networks. 

 

The Story Behind EDUCT 

 

“EDUCT” is intended to form the acronym for the Edinburgh University 

Club of Toronto.  

 

“Educt” is a word which means, in the language of chemists:  

“A body separated by decomposition from another.”  

 

In addition, there is “e-duct”, an electronic channel, which seems 

appropriate for all of our members receiving EDUCT News via e-mail. 

 

 

 Are You On Our List? 

  

We know of over 240 alumni in the Toronto area. As of 28 May 2014, we have 132 members. If you 

would be interested in joining EDUCT, please do not hesitate to contact the EDUCT President or the Club 

Treasurer. 

 

 
 

 

EDUCT News is published three times a year in January, May and September. Please send submissions or 

ideas for articles to the Editor: simon-miles@sympatico.ca 

 
 

http://www.linkedin.com/groups?mostPopular=&gid=1782533&trk=myg_ugrp_ovr
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_170626456311530
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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