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Happy New 
Year to all 

our readers.  
I hope the 

holidays 
provided 

you with an 
opportunity 

to relax and 
enjoy the 

season. 

EDUCT looks back on a very 
successful 10th year.  In November, 
we co-hosted, with the University, a 

reception for alumni on the fantastic 
33rd floor of Torys LLP (with thanks 
to Alan Pearson for making that 
space available).  We were delighted 
to have Sir Tim O’Shea, Vice-
Chancellor & Principal, Prof Mary 
Bownes, Vice-Principal of External 
Engagement and Kirsty MacDonald, 
Director of Development & Alumni, 
all attend and address the group. 

We hope you’ve already marked your 
calendars for our Burns Supper on 24 

January, curling on 9 February, our 
Annual Dinner on 19 April, and a talk 
by McKinsey’s global managing 
director on the future of capitalism 
on 22 May.  We have lots more 
scheduled for the year so please 
check our events page.  Recent 
alumni, please also make a note of 6 
March when the University will be 
holding a new Applicant Information 
Session.  We’d love to see you there 

to offer your encouragement and 
insight to potential new students. 

We look forward to seeing you at any 
or all of our events.  

It’s also that time of year when 
memberships are due so please send 
your cheques to our Treasurer, Chris 
Valley Ban (See page 34). 

 

Toni McGregor 

Upcoming Club and Alumni Events 
 

 

The 2013 Burns Nightcap 
 

When 
 

Thursday, 24 January 2013, 6:30 pm  - 10:00 pm (the day before Burns) 

Where 
 

 

Details 

The Duke of Kent, on Yonge Street, east side, at Roehampton Avenue, just north of 
Eglinton Avenue East.  Parking underground across Yonge, or surface lot on Roehampton. 

All are part of the entertainment.  Ian Duncan promises another star performance.   

RSVP Margaret Reid, educt.margaret@yahoo.ca, 416-697-2807 
 

EDUCT Curling Funspeil 
 

When 
 

Saturday, 9 February 2013, 3:30 pm for 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm ice time 

Where Leaside Curling Club, on Millwood at Laird 

Details Watch for details re. clothing and footwear.  Allow time for drinks afterwards.  Emily Bain-
Donofrio will again be our guide to interpreting the rules. 

Cost $20 for members and guests.  

RSVP Emily Bain-Donofrio, emilyabain@hotmail.com, 416-435-4607 

University of Edinburgh Applicants Session 
 

When 
 

Where 

 

Wednesday 6 March 2013, 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm. 

St. Andrew’s Club and Conference Centre, 16th Floor, 150 King Street West, at University 
Avenue (N.E. Corner) 

Details The University is the organizer of, and key presenter at, this information session for would-

be Edinburgh students.  As in past years, EDUCT will provide some speakers to talk about 

their experiences at Edinburgh.  Recent graduates and alumni are particularly encouraged 

to step forward as speakers.  All alumni welcome.  Invitations will be sent out by the 

University nearer the time. 

Questions Toni McGregor, tonimcg@cogeco.ca, 905-637-9015 
 

EDUCT Annual Dinner 
 

When 
 

Where 

 

Friday, 19 April 2013, 6: 30 pm 

 

The Great Hall, The Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto 
 

 

Details 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Cost 
 

RSVP 

 

Dr. Spencer Barrett, FRS, FRSC, University Professor and Canada Research Chair in the 
Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Toronto, will be our after-
dinner speaker on the subject: The Unappreciated Botanical Legacy of Charles Darwin.  
Professor Barrett is one of the world’s leading authorities on the reproductive biology, 
genetics and evolution of flowering plants.  His many scientific contributions have 
rejuvenated plant reproductive biology making it one of the most active areas within ecology 
and evolutionary biology. He will review Darwin’s botanical legacy and address the question: 
why did Darwin become so interested in plant sex?   For more details, see page 20. 
 
 

$70 for members and guests. 
 

Simon Miles, simon-miles@sympatico.ca, 416-466-8793 

 
 

Upcoming Club and Alumni Events continue on page 2 
 

Membership fees for 2013 are due in January. 

If you have not yet renewed, please see page 34 for details. 
 

Message from the President 

 

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni  

in Toronto? Please pass this newsletter on to 

anyone who might be interested. 

mailto:educt.margaret@yahoo.ca
mailto:emilyabain@hotmail.com
mailto:tonimcg@cogeco.ca
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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Toni McGregor 

welcomes our 

Edinburgh guests 
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The Future of Capitalism 
 

When 

 

Wednesday, 22 May 2013, 6:00 pm – 8:30pm 

Where Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto 

Details Dominic Barton will be our speaker.  Mr. Barton is the Global Managing Director of McKinsey 

& Co., the world’s largest management consulting company.  His talk will draw upon 

interviews with many business and government leaders, especially over the last three years.  

It will focus on what business should do to respond to the changing world.  For more details, 

see page 22. The cost is $15 each. 

RSVP Simon Miles, simon-miles@sympatico.ca, 416-466-8793 

 

Annual General Meeting and Architectural Tour 
 

When 

 

NEW DATE Sunday, 2 June 2013, 1:30 pm to 2:30 pm for AGM 

Where The offices of Fraser Mackenzie, Suite 1100, 48 Yonge Street, Toronto 

Details Coffee and tea provided.  As in past years, we will try to arrange for the AGM to be 

followed, at 3:00 pm, with a tour of one or more buildings of interest.   

Questions Toni McGregor, tonimcg@cogeco.ca, 905-637-9015 

 

 

Principal’s Visit Brings Out Many Recent Alumni 

by Simon Miles 
 

On 2 November 2012 the University and 

EDUCT co-hosted a reception in Toronto 

for Edinburgh alumni.  It was a very 

successful evening.  Thanks to Alan 

Pearson, the Chief Operating Officer of 

Torys, the prominent law firm, we had the 

use of a truly splendid reception room on 

the 33rd floor of 69 Wellington Street 

West.  The views out over the city and 

lake at night made for a dramatic 

backdrop to the lively meeting.  We had 

the honour of welcoming three of the 

leading lights from the University: Sir Tim 

O’Shea, the Principal and Vice-Chancellor; 

Mary Bownes, the Senior Vice-Principal; and, Kirsty MacDonald, the 

new Director of Development and Alumni.  All three, along with our 

President, Toni McGregor, and the Head of our Decennial Fund, Jim 

Hunter, offered some remarks for the alumni.     

 

Sir Tim, the key speaker of the evening, gave us an excellent 

update on developments at the University.  He opened with a 

reminder of the strong ties between the University of Edinburgh and 

several Canadian universities.  For example, Queen’s University and 

McGill University had owed much to Edinburgh in their early 

formation.  Sir Tim noted the pleasure of a visit to McGill, in May 

2012, when McGill, as part of its 190th Anniversary celebrations and 

its desire to acknowledge the ties between McGill and the 

universities of both Edinburgh and Glasgow, had graciously 

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
mailto:tonimcg@cogeco.ca
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Two graduates of the Carbon 

Management M.Sc. course 

(2010) re-unite: Vanessa 

D’Alessandro and Benoit Rivard 

Alan Pearson and Sir Tim O’Shea 

 

honoured him and his 

counterpart at Glasgow with 

honorary doctorates.  As part of 

that same continuing 

maintenance of these 

institutional ligatures, 

Edinburgh will hold its first 

General Council meeting in 

Canada at McGill in 2014.  

Recent General Council 

meetings have been held in a 

number of locales outside of 

Edinburgh, including Paris, 

Washington, New York, Hong 

Kong and Berlin.  

 

On the high-profile issue of 

student fees, Sir Tim observed 

that when the UK Government 

had allowed universities in 

England, Wales and Northern 

Ireland to increase students’ 

annual fees up to 9,000 

pounds, the Scottish 

universities had been allowed 

to introduce similar fee 

increases for students from the 

rest of the UK, but not for 

Scottish students.  This 

presented the University of 

Edinburgh’s administration with 

a challenge.  They decided to 

increase the fees to 9,000 

pounds, thus becoming a very 

expensive university in the UK 

for a first (four-year) degree, 

while making clear that the 

University offers the best 

bursaries in the UK.  (Some 45 

million pounds have been 

raised for bursaries and 

scholarships in the last fund-

raising campaign.)  The 

approach seems to have 

worked.  The University still has 

many more students applying 

for places than can be 

accommodated.  In addition, 

the University offers other 

attractions.  For example, Sir 

Tim noted with pleasure the 

fact that all students now have 

access to a personal tutor.  

And, with respect 

to research, the 

University is 

doing very well 

in competing 

with Oxford and 

Cambridge for 

research funding.  

Last year, 

research grants 

totaled some 250 

million pounds. 

 

And, quite 

understandably, 

the recent 

discovery of the Higgs boson has helped to give Edinburgh’s 

reputation as a centre for research a further boost. 

 

Edinburgh is also building its reputation for “area studies”.  Sir Tim 

referred to the attention given to Indian culture, to the fact that 

Edinburgh is the only UK university with a Russian institute, that it 

has the largest of the Confucius Institutes for Chinese studies in the 

UK, and that it has somehow managed to become the locus for an 

institute to study relations between China and Japan. 

 

On the sporting side, Edinburgh has become very accomplished in 

recent years.  It had the largest haul of Olympic medals of all UK 

universities this year.  The University boasts excellent facilities and 

financial support, and is doing more to increase funding on this front 

through its recent launch of a campaign to raise money for the Eric 

Liddell High Performance Sports scholarships. 

 

Sir Tim noted that the 

University has recently opened 

offices in Beijing and Mumbai 

and will be opening one in Sao 

Paulo soon.  There is also the 

possibility of one being 

established in North America.  

 

A lively question period 

followed Sir Tim’s remarks, 

before we all returned to the 

socializing over drinks and 

superb canapés.  We were 

delighted to see so many 

recent alumni turn out for this 

reception and to hear of their 

strong interest in joining 

EDUCT. 
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Ian Duncan with research 

assistant 

 

Hens in battery cages.  More than 90% of 

eggs in North America come from hens in 

cages like these. 

Ian Duncan on the Science 

of Asking Animals What 

They Feel 

by Simon Miles 

 

Dr. Ian Duncan is Professor 

Emeritus and Emeritus Chair in 

Animal Welfare at the 

University of Guelph.  He is one 

of the world’s foremost 

authorities on the science of 

asking animals what they feel.  

Recent testimony to his 

international standing was that 

in 2011, when the Danes 

assumed the Presidency of the 

European Union, a conference 

was held on communicating 

with animals and Ian was one 

of only two non-Europeans to 

address the conference.   On 23 

September 2012, Ian gave 

EDUCT the benefit of his 

insights.  He has been working 

in the field ever since his Ph.D. 

studies at Edinburgh.  His 

doctoral thesis, based on his 

work at the Poultry Research 

Centre, in Edinburgh, dealt with 

frustration and conflict in 

domestic fowl.  

 

Indeed, it was his thesis that 

was among the first pieces of work to bring a scientific approach to 

solving animal welfare problems.  Prior to this, there had been a 

long history of work on understanding communication among 

animals, on talking with animals and telling them what to do.  To 

illustrate these early initiatives Ian went back to the work of Karl 

von Fisch (1886 – 1982) on communications among bees and 

among fish, that of Konrad Lorenz (1903 – 1989) on courtship 

behaviour in jackdaws, ducks and geese, and Niko Tinbergen (1901 

– 1988) on gulls’ feeding of their young. 

 

The shift in focus of work on animal communication to asking 

animals what they feel was prompted by the growing concern for 

animal welfare that in turn grew out of such developments as 

intensified production processes, the growing use of animals in 

biomedical research, the treatment of animals involved in sports 

and entertainment, the growing public interest in zoos and wildlife 

parks and the daily life of companion animals.  

 

Within the field of research on animal welfare, however, there has 

been considerable frustration, on the part of the researchers, in 

attempting to respond to the obvious challenge of measuring animal 

well-being.  This has led scientists to explore whether humans can 

ask animals how they feel.  

 

This is where Ian’s work comes in.  Much of his work has been on 

poultry.  He was getting involved shortly after the time animals 

were beginning to be caged in agricultural production.  Initially, 

simple preference tests were conducted.  Ian illustrated how these 

tests worked and highlighted their shortcomings.   

 

In his work on 

frustration 

experienced by 

caged hens 

immediately 

prior to laying 

an egg, Ian had 

observed that 

the caged hen 

could not create 

the nest it 

would have 

created in an 

uncaged, rich 

environment.  

This frustration 

leads to a delay 

in egg laying 

which is evidenced by the whitish overtone found on some brown 

eggs.  This whitish colour is the product of too much calcium being 

introduced into the shell production due to the delayed laying. 

 

Caged hens have other sources of frustration too.  Notable is the 
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Horse being ridden in the Rollkur 

posture.  Although this may look 

noble in dressage competitions, 

horses express a strong dislike 

for it when “asked”. 

inability to roost on a perch.  

The uncaged hen, given the 

opportunity, will roost on a 

perch above the ground, as 

does its evolutionary forebear, 

the jungle fowl.   

 

Other preference tests 

conducted on hens revealed 

that hens prefer to be in a 

small group, as opposed to a 

large one, and that they prefer 

to be in the company of other 

hens they know as opposed to 

strangers.  

 

Ian indicated that public policy 

initiatives have been taken in 

response to this evidence of 

frustration exhibited by caged 

hens.  The European Union has 

recently banned battery cages, 

as have two US states and the 

Province of Manitoba.  

Interestingly, the Manitoban 

initiative was instigated by 

farmers. 

 

Hens also have the ability to 

learn.  Ian illustrated this by 

reference to changes in 

behaviour of hens towards a 

frightening object, such as a 

balloon being inflated rapidly.  

As the hen becomes used to 

the appearance of a rapidly 

expanding balloon and, more 

interestingly, as it registers 

advanced warning signals 

associated with the impending 

appearance of a rapidly 

inflating balloon, the hen 

becomes less frightened.  

 

Ian then introduced us to 

various experiments that had 

been conducted on such varied 

animals as fish, cats, pigs and 

horses.  Each illustrated their 

ability to learn, although some 

animals, such as pigs, learn 

much more rapidly than others.   

 

Again, there have been public 

policy initiatives arising from 

such work.  For example, the 

organizers of dressage 

competitions for show horses 

have banned the “rollkur 

posture” for a horse.  This 

particular posture calls for the 

head of the horse to be held 

down in order to limit its 

forward vision.   Another 

initiative has led the 

European Union governments 

to their current consideration 

of phasing out feeding stalls 

in which pigs appear to suffer 

a sense of confinement.  

 

There was a lively discussion following the talk.  Based on the 

questions, which seemed to focus primarily on poultry, we learned a 

lot more about hens.  One key point, however, stays with me.  For 

all the research, it appears that happier hens do not lay more eggs.   

However, the breeding of hens through selection, to avoid the 

tendency to go broody, has resulted in hens that are more 

productive by virtue of their propensity to lay in longer clutches.  

That is, they go broody less frequently than was typical, say, 60 

years ago.  But making hens happier does pay off in other ways.  A 

free-range hen which has reached the end of its laying days will 

give the farmer a carcass that can bring in, say, $5.00.  The 

battery-caged hen’s carcass is worth nothing to the farmer.  Indeed, 

he has to pay to have it disposed of.  

 

So, happiness pays!  Be kind to your chickens if you decide to take 

up your own egg production. 

 

On a lighter note, Ian recommended a video for us to watch.  It is 

of a bareback horse rider who is very adept at communicating with 

animals.  Follow this link:  www.youtube.com/watch?v=a-

7v8Ck1org 

 

EDUCT thanks Ian for enlightening us on this fascinating subject. 

 

Edinburgh’s School of Chemistry Celebrates its Tercentenary 

by Simon Miles 

 

On 9 December 1713 the University of 

Edinburgh appointed James Crawford to its 

first Chair of Chemistry.  Understandably, 

the University does not want to wait until 

December to start the celebration of the 

tercentenary of what is now the School of 

Chemistry.  And indeed there is much to 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=a-7v8Ck1org
www.youtube.com/watch?v=a-7v8Ck1org
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Professor Eleanor 

Campbell, FRS, 

Head of the 

School 

celebrate.  Although Edinburgh 

was beaten to the punch by 

Cambridge, where a chair was 

inaugurated in 1702, over the 

years Edinburgh seems to have 

established itself as one of the 

world’s leading centres for the 

study of chemistry.  The 

School’s year of celebrations 

and the funding campaign are 

branded with a logo for the 

occasion.  This depicts 

Edinburgh as a, and some 

would argue the, cradle of 

chemistry.  It is reproduced 

here.  The School’s web site 

has excellent information on 

the history of chemistry at 

Edinburgh. See: 

http://www.chem.ed.ac.uk/  

 

What follows draws largely 

from that site.  In addition, you 

are encouraged to read the 

profile of Joseph Black who has 

been selected for profiling as 

our Famous Alumnus for this 

issue. 

 

It is hard to determine what 

made for a successful school in 

the early days.  It seems it was 

primarily the popularity of the 

Professor as a lecturer.  Since 

professors in medicine and 

most other sciences were not 

paid a stipend but had to rely 

on their skills in pedagogy to 

attract payment by their 

students, considerable 

attention was generally given 

to teaching.  Having said that, 

it seems that James Crawford 

was not given the best of 

support from the University and 

nor was he one of the best 

teachers.  Thus, he was 

struggling financially.  Kindly, 

the Town Council, which 

oversaw the University in those 

days, also appointed him 

Professor of Hebrew in 1719 

since this carried a stipend of 

100 pounds a year.  Yes, he was eminently qualified, although he 

seemingly gave Hebrew little attention.   

 

It was William Cullen (1755-66), Joseph Black (1766-97), and 

Thomas Charles Hope (1797-1843) who brought considerable fame 

to the School in its early days.  As our profile article relates, Black’s 

students came from across Europe and America.  His classes 

attracted up to 300 students.  Hope, his successor, regarded as the 

most popular teacher of chemistry in Britain, at any time, had 

classes of up to 500 students from about 1815 to 1828.   

 

Not surprisingly, given its early start, over the years Edinburgh 

graduates have helped to found several schools of chemistry around 

the world.  And some of the most fundamental discoveries in 

chemistry were made in Edinburgh or by Edinburgh alumni.  The 

web site cites, among others: 

 

• The first demonstration of artificial refrigeration using a pump 

(Cullen, 1756); 

• The discovery of carbon dioxide gas, and its production in 

respiration and fermentation (Black, 1754); 

• The isolation and naming of the first known compound of 

strontium, after the village of Strontian in Argyll, Scotland (Hope, 

1793); 

• The determination of the temperature of the maximum density of 

water above freezing (Hope, 1804). 

 

Today, the School, headed by Professor 

Eleanor E. B. Campbell, FRS, has a truly 

remarkable performance record.  The web site 

notes the following about the School. 

 

• Voted Best Department by Edinburgh 

University Students’ Association in 2011. 

• 100% satisfaction rate from students, 

according to the latest National Student 

Survey (2012). 

• An Edinburgh student has won the 

prestigious UK Chemistry Salters Prize every 

year for the last 16 years – a unique 

achievement among UK chemistry 

departments. 

• In last UK Research Assessment (RAE 2009), 

the collaboration between Edinburgh and St Andrews, through 

EaStCHEM, The Edinburgh and St Andrews Research School of 

Chemistry, was ranked 4th by grade-point average (GPA), and 

ranked 1st for research power (output per researcher).  

• The School is one of only two science departments in UK 

universities to have ever been awarded the much sought-after Gold 

award from the Athena Swan charter for women in science.  This 

was received in 2012. 

 

For more on the joint research school, see: 

http://www.chem.ed.ac.uk/
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Acid/Base Wash: winner of the 2012 Materials 

Chemistry Image 

http://www.eastchem.ac.uk/ind

ex.htm 

 

To celebrate its tercentenary 

the School is planning a 

number of events throughout 

2013.  Among those already 

planned are: 

 

• Burns Supper and Céilidh 

(Sat. 26th January) 

• Edinburgh Science Festival 

(Sat. 23rd March – Sun. 7th 

April) 

• 300 Chemistry Symposia and 

Graduation (Thu. 27th – Sat. 

29th June) 

• Edinburgh 300: Cradle of 

Chemistry – a public exhibition 

(Thu. 1st August – Sat. 26th 

October) 

• Edinburgh Chemistry 

Historical Symposium (Thu. 

24th October) 

• A Musical Celebration of 

Chemistry (Thu. 24th October) 

 

For up-to-date information, 

see: 

http://www.chem.ed.ac.uk/terc

entenary/events.html 

 

The School is also encouraging 

its chemistry graduates to 

share their student experiences 

and photos for the Edinburgh 

Chemistry archive (E-mail: 

chemistry.admin@ed.ac.uk, or 

contact School Secretary). The 

School will gladly arrange for 

original photographs and 

drawings to be scanned and 

returned.  

 

The School has also launched 

The Chemistry Tercentenary 

Fund to award bursaries to 

those bright students who, 

without financial support, would 

not be able to pursue their 

studies.  For further information 

on the Fund, please go to: 

http://www.edinburghcampaign

.com/science-and-engineering/chemistrytercentenary 

 

On that web site page you will be able to donate by credit card, on 

line in sterling.  If you would like to donate, but to pay by cheque, 

in dollars or any other currency than sterling, it is best if you 

contact Rachel Love directly at: rachel.love@ed.ac.uk 

 

On a lighter note, one certainly senses that the School is very 

creative when it comes to conveying what chemistry is about.  Each 

year, the school has a competition for best images of chemistry.  

You are encouraged to check out the winners for 2011 at 

http://www.chem.ed.ac.uk/news_events/images_2011.html 

 

And then, for 2012, go to 

http://www.chem.ed.ac.uk/news_events/images_2012.html 

 

To give you a foretaste, try the YouTube To a Keck Clip that won 

Nicola Bell first place on the theme of ‘Synthesis’ in 2011.  She says 

“I chose this short film as I think the keck clip is an example of how 

a simple idea can improve the way we do synthesis (or chemistry in 

general).” 

 

And we have 

also included 

here the 

winning 

submission on 

‘Materials 

Chemistry’ for 

2012, 

submitted by 

Jennifer 

Turkington, 

Georg Silber 

and Matthew 

Wilson, titled 

Acid/Base 

Wash.  In 

their words, 

“this image 

depicts splash 

art that is possible to achieve by dropping universal indicator into 

sinks of varying pH's.” 

 

Yes, chemistry can be fun! 

 

EDUCT thanks Dr. Derek Wann, a Research Fellow in Physical 

Chemistry at Edinburgh, who visited us in the Summer of 2011, for 

having provided the leads to much of the information on the 

celebrations, the campaign and the annual Images of Chemistry 

competition. 

 

 

http://www.eastchem.ac.uk/index.htm
http://www.eastchem.ac.uk/index.htm
http://www.chem.ed.ac.uk/tercentenary/events.html
http://www.chem.ed.ac.uk/tercentenary/events.html
mailto:chemistry.admin@ed.ac.uk
mailto:chemistry.admin@ed.ac.uk
http://www.edinburghcampaign.com/science-and-engineering/chemistrytercentenary
http://www.edinburghcampaign.com/science-and-engineering/chemistrytercentenary
mailto:rachel.love@ed.ac.uk
http://www.chem.ed.ac.uk/news_events/images_2011.html
http://www.chem.ed.ac.uk/news_events/images_2012.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DQ-Sgfe-hEA
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Dr. Victoria Martin 

Professor Peter 

Higgs 

Dr. Martin, centre, with some of her team of 

twenty at Edinburgh 

 

Understanding the Universe: 

Professor Higgs and 

Ongoing Edinburgh 

Contributions 

by Simon Miles and Victoria 

Martin 

 

 

Dr. Victoria Martin is a lecturer 

in experimental physics at 

Edinburgh’s School of Physics 

and Astronomy.  She is playing 

a lead role in the work on 

verifying the discovery of the 

Higgs boson at CERN.  She 

kindly agreed to collaborate 

with your Editor in bringing you 

this update on the work of 

physicists at Edinburgh. 

For non-physicists most of the 

recent talk about the Higgs 

boson may be hard to 

comprehend.  However, we are 

confident that EDUCT members 

will appreciate having a better 

sense as to why there is so 

much excitement about the 

latest discovery in physics and, 

as a result of this, the latest 

initiative of the University of 

Edinburgh.  The reason for this 

initiative, as most readers will 

know, is that Professor Peter 

Higgs, a theoretical physicist, 

spent his life at Edinburgh.  For more on his 

career, see:  

http://www.ph.ed.ac.uk/higgs/peter-higgs 

 

Theoretical and experimental physicists 

attempt to deepen our understanding of the 

universe.  They do this in various ways: 

from studying the particles and interactions 

that occur at the smallest measureable 

distances, to understanding the dynamics of 

the universe as a whole, and at every size in 

between.  Work on particle physics attempts 

to identify the fundamental particles that 

make up the universe.  This was the realm 

of Peter Higgs’ work.  To gain a better 

understanding of this work, you should take advantage of Dr. 

Victoria Martin’s article, A Layperson’s Guide to the Higgs Boson.  It 

was written in December 2011, just as the first experimental results 

on Professor Higgs’ work were being announced.   To find this, you 

should go to: http://www.ph.ed.ac.uk/higgs/laypersons-guide 

 

Experimental physicists – including a team of 20 from the University 

of Edinburgh led by Dr. Martin - working with the Large Hadron 

Collider (LHC) at the European Organization for Nuclear Research 

(CERN), in Geneva, have known for some time that they were 

getting nearer to determining whether a Higgs boson actually 

exists. On 4 July 2012, CERN announced that it had discovered a 

particle with 

qualities 

consistent 

with those 

attributed to 

the elusive 

Higgs boson.  

Further 

studies of 

this new 

particle 

announced 

in November 

and 

December 

this year 

confirm this 

is very likely 

to be the 

Higgs boson 

or, if not, 

certainly a very good impersonator.  The LHC is scheduled for a 

time-out in early 2013 as it is upgraded.  It will be turned on again 

only in 2015.  Only then can work resume to generate yet more of 

the data needed to verify if this newly discovered particle really is 

http://www.ph.ed.ac.uk/higgs/peter-higgs
http://www.ph.ed.ac.uk/higgs/laypersons-guide
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Professor 

Richard Ball 

Left to right: Simon Miles, Will Self, Peter Furley, Janette 

Hannah (neé Johnston) from the USA, Ann Wilkie from Halifax, 

Canada, Alison Robertson (neé Malloch), Professor Charles 

Withers and, George Gordon from Glasgow  

 

the Higgs boson, exactly as 

predicted by Peter Higgs, or 

just a clever imposter! 

 

This is not the end of the story 

for Professor Higgs’ work. The 

results still leave some 

mysteries.  Could there be 

more than one Higgs boson?  Is 

the Higgs boson truly 

fundamental?  Can the results 

on the Higgs boson motivate 

the understanding of physics at 

larger scales?  So there is 

certainly lots more work for 

physicists.  And it is to spur on 

that work, capitalizing on the 

interest generated by the 

advance in understanding about 

the current Higgs-like particle, 

that Edinburgh University has 

established the Higgs Centre 

for Theoretical Physics. 

 

The new 

Centre will 

bring more 

people and 

resources to 

bear on the 

never-ending 

search for a 

better 

understanding 

of our universe.  The Centre is 

envisaged as a focal point for 

bringing together leading 

scientists from around the 

world.  It is led by Professor 

Richard Ball. For more 

information on the new Higgs 

Centre, go to:  

http://higgs.ph.ed.ac.uk 

 

Not surprisingly, the new 

Centre is looking for financial 

support.  If you are turned on 

by theoretical physics and 

would like to help, please follow 

up by going to:   

http://www.edinburghcampaign

.com/science-and-

engineering/higgs 

Not surprisingly, too, Professor Higgs is being honoured in many 

ways for his contributions to science.  As we went to press, it was 

announced that Professor Higgs had been made a Companion of 

Honour in the New Year Honours.  EDUCT also extends its 

congratulations to Professor Higgs. 

 

 

 

EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund - Progress Report: Things 

Happen! 

by Simon Miles 

 

This was the moment that I wish all donors to the EDUCT 

Geography Centenary Fund could have enjoyed.  On 27 September 

2012, I was able to attend the first J. Wreford Watson Lecture to be 

supported by EDUCT.  The speaker, Will Self, the journalist, 

novelist, broadcaster and, as of March 2012, Professor of 

Contemporary Thought at Brunel University, filled the lecture hall in 

Old College.  He gave a brilliant talk on the subject of 

‘Decontaminating the Union: Post-Industrial Landscapes and the 

British Psyche’.  I have given my summary impressions of the 

lecture in the following article.  The lecture was followed by a 

splendid reception in the Playfair Library.  I was delighted to be 

joined by a representative group of donors: Janette Hannah (neé 

Johnston) from the USA; Ann Wilkie from Halifax, Canada; George 

Gordon from Glasgow; and Alison Robertson (neé Malloch) and 

Peter Furley from Edinburgh.  They are identified in the photograph 

below with Will Self, Professor Withers and me.  

 

http://higgs.ph.ed.ac.uk/
http://www.edinburghcampaign.com/science-and-engineering/higgs
http://www.edinburghcampaign.com/science-and-engineering/higgs
http://www.edinburghcampaign.com/science-and-engineering/higgs
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Professor Will Self 

In addition, Professor Withers 

was able to put me in touch 

with the first recipients of 

financial support from the 

Fund.  I have worked with the 

students to provide capsule 

summaries of their research so 

that you can get a good sense 

of the valuable work that is 

being supported by the Fund.  

This appears in the article 

following that on the lecture.   

 

As I have mentioned before, 

the Fund is to remain open 

indefinitely. Although we are 

currently focusing our efforts 

on the EDUCT Decennial Fund, 

on which Jim Hunter reports 

below, it was very encouraging 

to have three more generous 

donations to the EGCF this 

year.  Together, these 

donations add roughly another 

900 pounds to the capital value 

of the endowment.  This being 

the January issue of the 

newsletter, we are identifying 

these donors.  We wish to 

extend our thanks to them for 

their generosity.  Since they 

are repeat donors, we have not 

listed their degrees this time.  

 

The donors are as follows. 

 

 a second generous donation 

from:  Rosemary 

Haworth-Booth, of Devon, 

England. 

 and a fourth generous 

donation from: David 

Kemp, of Thunder Bay, 

Ontario; and, R. Geoffrey 

Rose, of Pointe Clair, 

Québec, and England. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scotland and Independence as Viewed by a Psychogeographer: 

Will Self Delivers the 2012 J. Wreford Watson Lecture 

by Simon Miles 

 

Will Self is a leading 

public intellectual in 

the UK.  He is a 

prolific writer, both as 

a journalist and of 

fiction.  He has some 

25 books to his name.  

And his most recent 

novel, Umbrella, 

published by 

Bloomsbury in the UK 

in 2012, was short-

listed for the 

prestigious Man 

Booker Prize for 

Fiction in 2012.  (It 

will be published in North America by Grove Press and be available 

in January 2013.)  He is constantly appearing on TV and heard on 

the radio.  And, somehow, as of March of 2012, he has found time 

to take up a post at Brunel University, with the rather grand title of 

Professor of Contemporary Thought.  He is well worth Googling. 

 

I view him as an iconoclast.  He forces his audience to question the 

conventional wisdom.  His adopted role as a psychogeographer 

serves him well in this regard.  And what, you may ask, is a 

psychogeographer?  As Self puts it, psychogeography is not a field 

of geographic study, such as physical geography, but a practice.  

The psychogeographer mentally traverses the conventional fields of 

geography studied by other geographers.  Most obviously, the 

practice involves walking through landscapes and reporting on and 

analyzing what is seen and experienced.  Self sees the practice as 

having been inspired by the activities of the Parisian flaneur of the 

nineteenth century.  There is a sense of capturing the nitty gritty of 

local life.  Self noted that authors such as Dickens have been 

referred to, posthumously, as psychogeographers.   

 

Indeed, by reinforcing the notion of the two-way links between 

literature and geography in his introductory remarks on the late 

Professor Wreford Watson, Self made clear why he was such an 

excellent choice of speaker to deliver the first Watson Lecture to be 

funded by the EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund.  Parenthetically, 

he also underscored the continuing relevance of Watson’s approach 

to the teaching of geography.  Watson, a Canadian, was a poet, a 

fiction writer and a geographer.  Remarkably, he won the Governor-

General’s Prize for Poetry in 1950.  As I recall so well, as a student 

of Watson, he would insist on us reading works of literature that 

described the areas about which he was teaching us in his regional 

geography course.  Self clearly approved of Watson’s practice, as 
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Simon Miles, Fraser MacDonald, Will Self, Charles Withers, Eric 
Laurier 

did we as his students. And just 

as an appreciation of literature 

can be so helpful in 

understanding the geography of 

a place, so can an 

understanding of geography be 

key to literature: a point Self 

illustrated by reference to 

Nabokov’s lecturing on 

Mansfield Park, for which 

Nabokov would draw a floor 

plan of the house to lend 

authenticity to his talk.    

 

In his lecture, the full title of 

which is “Decontaminating the 

Union: Post-Industrial 

Landscapes and the British 

Psyche”’, it is a search for 

authenticity that underpins 

Self’s presentations of Scottish 

landscapes.  As he put it, he 

wants to make Scotland legible 

for the masses.  He wants to 

explore what psychogeography 

might tell us about the relations 

between Scotland and England.  

His thesis, which was revealed 

more explicitly at the end of his 

talk, is that Scotland will have 

to have a more distinct 

landscape, a different 

psychogeography, if 

independence from the rest of 

the UK is to be pulled off.  His 

selective tour of Scotland, 

drawing on his countless walks, 

took his audience to the 

Orkeys, to the town of Lothian, 

to the M8 motorway corridor, 

and to Motherwell, among 

others.  The Orkeys, for 

example, were presented as a 

union of locals and the invading 

‘good-lifers’ from the South of 

England.  Neither group thinks 

of themselves as Scots. Yet, 

together, they constitute a 

particular aspect of the Scots 

landscape, and by extension 

the Scottish psyche, that 

renders Scotland legible or, 

more accurately, parts of 

Scotland legible.  For while he finds rural, recreational Scotland 

legible, he sees other parts of Scotland, given over to consumption, 

and the M8 corridor is one such, as being far from legible.  The M8 

corridor, for example, he portrays as a zone of competing shopping 

malls and distribution centres which service them.    

 

Self makes a good argument in support of his thesis.  In short, we 

are presented with a Scotland that is increasingly becoming like the 

rest of the world.  Self sees international air travel as the most 

extreme example of that which renders all places commodities.  As 

he put it:”you take Singapore and I’ll take Prague”.  Self sees this 

loss of identity, this sense of place, as depressing.  Indeed, he 

confessed that a two-day walk across Dubai severely depressed him 

for some 18 months.  

 

Following the talk, I was able to take a little further with Self his 

concluding thoughts that an independent Scotland could well turn to 

warring within itself.  That is, internal, feuding factions could 

become a dominant presence, especially if the economy sours.  I 

likened this to the current situation in Slovenia.  At the time of its 

acceptance into the European Union this newly-independent country 

was a wonderful place to be living in.  There was a mood of 

unbounded hope and optimism.  Now, as The Economist observed in 

its 22 September issue, the country is feuding over petty issues and 

mired in charges of corruption of its leadership. This is distracting 

the country from moving forward.  Self agreed this could serve as a 

warning.   

The talk was rich in ideas and certainly made one think.  It will be 

published in its entirety in an upcoming issue of the Scottish 

Geographical Journal.  The SGJ has agreed to provide the general 

public access to the lecture at no cost.  As soon as we know of the 

issue in which it is to appear, we will notify readers of EDUCT News.  
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Brett Matulis (centre), with Simon Miles (left) 

and Professor Charles Withers 

There is also talk of the lecture 

appearing on YouTube or some 

other visual medium.  Again, 

we will keep you posted.   

 

EDUCT joins with the University 

in thanking Professor Self for 

such a thought-provoking 

lecture.   EDUCT also thanks 

the three faculty members at 

Edinburgh who organized this 

lecture: Eric Laurier; Fraser 

MacDonald; and Professor 

Charles Withers.  They appear 

in the photograph above. 

  

 

 

First Recipients of Financial 

Support from EDUCT 

Geography Centenary Fund 

are Announced 

by Simon Miles 

 

This summer saw the 

announcement of the first 

awards of financial support to 

students made possible by the 

EDUCT Geography Centenary 

Fund.  Professor Charles 

Withers, of the Institute of 

Geography, who manages the 

disbursement of the EDUCT 

Awards, informed EDUCT that 

the award this year was split 

three ways.  While I was in 

Edinburgh I had the 

opportunity to meet with one 

recipient, Brett Matulis.  Later, 

I interviewed all three students 

on their work.  To give the 

donors to the EGCF a sense of 

what they are helping to make 

possible, I have worked with 

the students to provide capsule 

summaries of their doctoral 

research. 

 

Brett Matulis is from the USA.  

He did his Master’s degree on 

Costa Rica’s tourism industry.  

This gave him an introduction 

to a country that has been 

demonstrating leadership in trying to devise systems for sound 

environmental resource management.  Since then, his doctoral work 

has focused on the political economy of one key system within that 

broader framework – the system of payments for ecosystem 

services.  

 

Ecosystem services are those services that are provided by nature 

to humans.  Such services include, for example, clean air, potable 

water, water power, wood, the absorption of carbon by forests, 

even a stable climate, etc.  Each of these services is from a 

renewable resource and is made possible through the functioning of 

natural ecosystems.  Historically, we have tended to take the 

functioning of those ecosystems for granted.  However, in recent 

years, in response to the need to get humans to modify the way 

they treat these ecosystems, scientists and policy makers have 

been looking at the potential for influencing human behaviour by 

devising financial systems for funding the activities required to 

ensure the continuing provision of these services on a sustainable 

basis.    

 

As with any public 

policy initiative, 

there can be what 

the economists 

refer to, 

somewhat 

euphemistically, 

as unanticipated 

side-effects.  

Costa Rica has 

been 

experimenting 

with ecosystem 

payment systems 

for over 20 years.  

Initially, financial 

aid was given to 

landowners for 

prescribed land 

uses.  But in 1996 Costa Rica passed a law that shifted the 

philosophy from that of aid to compensation for services provided.  

Brett decided to assess the various forms of payments that have 

been part of the evolution of that new payments system.  His 

hypothesis was that he would find a relationship between the form 

of payment system and the gradual move towards a more neoliberal 

approach to conservation in Costa Rica.  At this stage his research is 

quite advanced.  His thesis will reveal examples of the detrimental 

side-effects of funding ecosystem services in the ways tried to date.  

In essence, the attempt to move to a neoliberal, market-based 

approach, which may be defensible on economic grounds, is not 

necessarily the best environmentally or socially.  Two examples of 

social implications revealed by his work are as follows. 
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Tom Cowton 

Initially, the programme of 

protecting the ecosystems was 

financed by a tax on fossil 

fuels.  This allowed 

administrators at the National 

Foresty Financing Fund 

(FONAFIFO) to target their 

limited budget to prioritize 

biologically important areas and 

regions of low social 

development.  Then, in 2006, 

the World Bank assisted Costa 

Rica in introducing a user fee 

with the intent of getting a 

better fit between benefit and 

burden.  Water users, such as 

those running hydro-electric 

power plants, paid for that use.  

Revenue raised could be used 

only in the watershed in which 

it was raised.  This meant that 

the FONAFIFO’s ability to target 

based on social and ecological 

criteria was diminished.  Thus 

the benefits of the programme 

became more concentrated 

around the water concession 

holders.  Brett’s initial findings 

are that this aspect of the 

programme is unduly 

benefitting the wealthier Costa 

Ricans. 

 

A second feature of the 

programme is that it is trying to 

introduce competitive 

contracting.  Thus, with respect 

to forest management, for 

example, forest owners need to 

have a professional 

management plan prepared by 

a forestry professional.  Those 

designing the programme had 

expected the professional 

foresters to lower their rates for 

plans.  They did, but they could 

afford to do this only for the 

owners of large tracts of forest, 

for which a larger and thus 

more costly plan was needed.  

It was only on those larger 

plans that they could afford to 

offer a discount.  Again, there 

is an advantage to the well-to-do. 

 

Brett gave me other examples.  As I view his work, overall, he is 

not arguing that a country should not try to devise tax or user-fee 

systems to finance the protection of ecosystem functioning.  Rather, 

he is saying that we can learn from the analysis of those countries 

that have been visionary enough to try such payments systems.  A 

paper discussing some of Brett’s findings has just been published in 

the January 2013 issue of Geoforum.  The paper is titled: The 

narrowing gap between vision and execution: Neoliberalization of 

PES in Costa Rica.  If you do not have access to Geoforum, the 

paper can also be reached by going to:  http://goo.gl/CwMvO 

 

Brett hopes to present another paper in Toronto next May and 

expects to receive his Ph.D. in September 2013.  Interested readers 

may wish to contact him at bmatulis@gmail.com.   

 

 

Tom Cowton is working on the 

hydrology of glaciers in 

Greenland, with a focus on the 

still poorly understood 

relationships between meltwater 

discharge, drainage system 

structure, water pressure and 

ice motion.  He is currently in 

the fourth year of his doctoral 

studies.  He sees himself as 

being extremely fortunate to be 

able to contribute to the 

scientific community’s effort to 

forecast the stability of the 

Greenland Ice Sheet in a 

warming climate.  His research 

is part of a larger project that 

has been running over the last 5 

years, which was founded 

following observations that the 

outlet glaciers draining the ice 

sheet were flowing towards the 

sea at an increasingly rapid 

rate.  In exploring why this was 

so, the initial thinking was that 

water under the ice was acting as a lubricant.  His research, on 

what happens to the water as it goes under the ice, is helping to 

refine this thinking.  

 

In order to follow the movement of water, he puts dye into 

meltwater on the ice sheet surface, allowing him to examine how 

quickly the water moves and where.  What he is observing is that 

the water tends to be confined to channels rather than appearing in 

distributed water flows over extended surfaces.  However, while this 

may lead to the conclusion that there is less of a contribution to a 

http://goo.gl/CwMvO
mailto:bmatulis@gmail.com
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Edwin Baynes in the gorge 

glacier’s movement from 

lubrication than had been 

postulated originally, Tom is 

finding that there is still a 

significant contribution from 

water in the channels.  

 

As he has got into the work he 

is finding that changes to the 

discharge of meltwater into 

these channels can lead to 

changes in pressure which, in 

turn, changes the velocity of 

the ice.  Part of the change in 

flow of water and change in 

pressure is the result of water 

building up in sink holes 

(known as moulins) which 

connect the ice surface with 

these sub-ice sheet channels. 

Although this effect can cause 

the glacier to flow over four 

times faster than its 

background rate, these speed-

ups are short-lived and appear 

to have little impact on the 

annual movement of the 

glacier. 

 

As a side topic, but also 

embraced within his Ph.D. 

thesis work, he and others are 

looking at the erosive effects of 

glaciers.  Their results to date 

suggest that erosion is at a rate 

1-2 orders of magnitude 

greater than previously 

estimated for the Greenland Ice 

Sheet.  If you are interested in 

reading more about this study 

of erosion, and if you have a 

subscription to Geology online, 

then you should go to:  

Geology, online, of 2 March 

2012, where the paper is 

located as 

doi:10.1130/G32687.1.  If you 

do not have such a 

subscription, there is a short 

news article about it here: 

http://www.ouramazingplanet.c

om/2650-glaciers-erode-land-

quickly.html.   

There is also a short documentary about the fieldwork of Tom and 

his colleagues which can be accessed here: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w_TDNmkBMLM.  

 

His current work, and that of his Edinburgh colleagues, is focused 

on land-terminating glaciers, which are relatively accessible.  Most 

of the funding is coming from a UK Natural Environment Research 

Council (NERC) grant.  If more funding can be raised, the University 

may look at marine-terminating glaciers, where the most dramatic 

changes have been observed in recent decades.  

 

If you wish to contact Tom, he can be reached at 

tom.cowton@ed.ac.uk 

 

 

Edwin Baynes is in his second 

year of his Ph.D. studies.  The 

working title for his thesis is 

“Quantifying extreme bedrock 

erosion during Icelandic 

megafloods”.  He got involved 

in this work when he saw an 

advertisement for a Ph.D. 

research post that had been 

put out by Dr. Mikael Attal, a 

lecturer in the quantitative 

modeling of landscape 

dynamics.  He impressed 

Mikael and was awarded the 

post.   

 

The notion of megafloods was 

first put forward in the 1920s 

by a J. Harlen Bretz, who was 

interested in explaining the 

landscape formations in the 

eastern part of Washington State, in the USA.  His ideas were 

rejected at the time by the geology establishment in the US, but by 

the 1950s his conclusions, with respect to the occurrence of a 

cataclysmic flood and its having caused massive erosion in a very 

short time, were vindicated.  Indeed, in the last 15 to 20 years 

Bretz’s thinking on the power of cataclysmic flooding has become 

mainstream.   

 

Edwin’s work is focused on N.E. Iceland, and specifically on a gorge 

and waterfall that appears to have been cut by a megaflood.  His 

field work in the summer of 2012 enabled him to collect 25 samples 

of rock from various parts of the waterfall and gorge.  The rock 

samples will then be dated, not for the age of the rock but for the 

time they have been exposed on the Earth’s surface.  

 

The technique for dating the exposure is known as cosmogenic 

isotope analysis.  In essence, cosmic rays from the sun cause the 

http://www.ouramazingplanet.com/2650-glaciers-erode-land-quickly.html
http://www.ouramazingplanet.com/2650-glaciers-erode-land-quickly.html
http://www.ouramazingplanet.com/2650-glaciers-erode-land-quickly.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w_TDNmkBMLM
mailto:tom.cowton@ed.ac.uk
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decay of isotopes in rock within 

a few centimetres of the Earth’s 

surface.  The concentration of 

cosmogenic nuclides provides 

the basis for arriving at 

quantitative estimates of the 

timing and rate of such 

geomorphic processes as fluvial 

erosion that may arise from 

megafloods.   

 

Although Edinburgh is very 

strong in the application of this 

technique, Edwin will have to 

take his rocks to Potsdam to 

gain access to a machine that 

performs the final stage of the 

cosmogenic dating.  It is the 

financing of this trip that has 

been made possible by the 

EDUCT Geography Centenary 

Fund.  

 

The dating should enable Edwin 

to determine when, and how 

rapidly, the waterfall has 

retreated forming the gorge.  

The hypothesis is that a 

megaflood originated under the 

icecap following rapid melting 

caused by a volcanic eruption 

under the ice.  The distinctive 

landscapes of Iceland suggest 

that many of the volcanic hills 

were formed under the ice.  

Megafloods are thus a fairly 

common feature of Iceland’s 

geomorphological history.   

 

However, it is only with this 

relatively new analytical 

technique that one is able to 

get a clear picture of just when 

and how rapidly landscape 

features, such as this waterfall 

and gorge, were formed.   

 

Further, the power of such 

floods can be better 

understood.  This knowledge 

can then be applied to other 

locations that experience 

outburst flooding, such as the 

Himalaya where failure of ice or landslide dams and the subsequent 

release of pent up waters is a widespread phenomenon. 

 

For a lighthearted introduction to the field work involved, assuming 

that you are prepared to recognize that Edwin is not doing his 

doctorate in the making of videos, you should try these links to his 

June and August 2012 visits to Iceland. 

 

For June: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7qxBt4whisU 

 

For August: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YzUbbDNWf3Y 

 

If you are interested in contacting Edwin, he can be reached via 

email at e.r.c.baynes@ed.ac.uk  

 

 

Camilla Born: Edinburgh’s Latest Golden Girl 

by Simon Miles 

 

Each year, the Principal of Edinburgh University awards a student, 

or students, the Sir William Darling Memorial Prize.  This very 

prestigious prize is given to the student ‘who, in the opinion of the 

Principal…. in any one year has done the most to advance or 

enhance the reputation of the University'.  In addition to the 

obvious cachet value, the award carries a much-appreciated cash 

value of 500 pounds.  Students are nominated for the prize, 

generally by their department. 

The Prize was established by Sir William Young Darling, CBE, MC, an 

alumnus of the University, who was the Unionist Member of 

Parliament in the British House of Commons for the Edinburgh 

South constituency from 1945 to 1957.  Prior to his time in 

Westminster, he had been Lord Provost of the City of Edinburgh 

from 1941 to 1944.  He received his knighthood in 1943.  He was 

also a director of the Royal Bank of Scotland from 1942 to 1957.   

He was obviously very keen to encourage excellence.  He also 

instituted, through a bequest, an Award for Good Citizenship, which 

is given to an outstanding citizen, or citizens, of the City who, in the 

opinion of the Council, ‘has or have done most for the City's Honour 

and Welfare’ during the preceding year. 

In 2012, on 10 September, the Darling Memorial Prize went to two 

students: Camilla Born and Daniel Davies.  

 

On 27 September, when I was in Edinburgh attending the J. 

Wreford Watson Lecture, Camilla introduced herself.  No, not as the 

winner of the Darling Prize, but as someone seeking advice on how 

to finance her planned trip to Doha to attend the latest round of UN 

talks on climate change.  We talked.  Only later did it emerge that 

she was Edinburgh’s latest Golden Girl.  I was extremely impressed 

with her passion for improving the world, her achievements and her 

ambition and decided that EDUCT readers would enjoy learning 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7qxBt4whisU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YzUbbDNWf3Y
mailto:e.r.c.baynes@ed.ac.uk
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Camilla at Bonn... 

more about what this particular 

high flyer at Edinburgh has 

been up to and what lay behind 

the Principal’s choice this year.   

 

Camilla grew up in Bath.  A 

really wonderful teacher had 

made geography so exciting 

that by the age of 14 she was 

already set on becoming a 

geographer.  Mix that in with a 

childhood fascination with the 

theatre and you may well get 

an activist geographer.  And 

indeed that is what emerged!  

 

Waiting for university to start, 

she spent four months in 

Nicaragua living in a workers 

cooperative -- to get a sense of 

how the other half of the world 

really lives.  She also studied 

Spanish and today she is 

reasonably adept in the 

language. 

 

She first tried the University of 

Manchester, but after a year 

was very disappointed.  There 

was too much emphasis on 

partying and too little 

opportunity to get involved in 

the theatre and little interest on 

the part of students to become 

politically active.  She looked 

around and concluded that 

Edinburgh offered what she was 

missing: an enormous range of 

student societies, student 

theatre and the Fringe Festival, 

and a beautiful city that 

someone growing up in 

Georgian Bath yearns for.  

Edinburgh also gave her credit 

for her year at Manchester and 

so she was off. 

 

With a science background she 

opted to pursue the B.Sc. 

(Hons.) in geography, as 

opposed to the M.A. (Hons).  

But the theatre got lots of 

attention too.  In her first year 

at Edinburgh she directed three plays (one with a decidedly political 

message) and was also in the pantomime.  She ended up as 

Secretary to the Edinburgh University Theatre Company (Bedlam) 

and as Deputy Operations Manager for The SpaceUK, which 

provides, through its 13 theatres, space for the Fringe Festival.  In 

2012 some 240 shows were accommodated.  

 

For variety, the early summer of 2011 was spent in Prague working 

for the British Council helping to design a project to improve youth 

employment 

opportunities in the 

creative and cultural 

industries.  The British 

Council was so 

impressed that it later 

sent her to Estonia.  

 

Her political awakening 

really took form in her 

third year.  First, she 

found time to be active 

in the Edinburgh 

University Students’ 

Association, which led 

to her organizing the 

Edinburgh delegation 

to the London 

demonstration against student fee increases.  Second, and even 

more demanding of her time, has been her involvement in the UK 

Youth Climate Coalition (UKYCC).  She is now the International 

Outreach Officer leading international projects and providing 

leadership training for youth in other countries.  The photograph of 

Camilla shows her holding a card calling for ambition.  At the 

Intersessional Meeting in Bonn in the summer of 2012, on the 

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), she and her 

fellow youth activists made powerful statements calling upon 

national delegates to be far more ambitious.  It was very 

impressive.  

 

In November and December of 2012 she was also a delegate for the 

UKYCC to the UN’s COP 18 (the UN’s Conference of Parties on 

climate change).  At Doha, in Qatar, where the conference was 

held, she had been a key player in organizing the parallel 

Conference of Youth.  Yes, she did use my advice to advantage: not 

surprisingly she did get her support to get to Doha. 

 

I checked in with Camilla on her return from Doha to get her first 

impressions of whether there had been progress in addressing 

climate change.  This is what she had to say. 

 

'Although there were a few significant successes in Doha, this COP 

cannot be seen as a success.  The shadow of Typhoon Bopha cast 

by the impassioned plea from a grieving Filipino negotiator was 
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...and at Doha. 

swiftly expunged.  Instead, the 

chair hastily gavelled through 

the Doha outcome and the 

world remained set on a 

dangerous path.  A deal was 

made but, contrary to the 

message in the mainstream 

media, perhaps no deal would 

have been a stronger outcome. 

 The Doha work plan does not 

equitably apportion 

responsibility for increasing 

ambition, it does not provide 

adequate finance and does not 

strengthen legally binding 

policy.  A global solution is far 

from being in our grasp.    I 

had prepared myself for little or 

no progress from this 'transition 

COP' but I was not ready for 

the distaste I felt after 

witnessing the international 

community blatantly 

disregarding the fundamental 

human rights of fellow global 

citizens.  However, this is no 

time for despondence and 

inaction.  The most vulnerable 

are the most in danger and 

none of us can afford to give up 

the fight.  This experience has 

taught me a lot.  I met brilliant 

people, I witnessed progress, I 

shouted, I cried and this will 

not be the last you will hear 

from me, I promise you that.' 

 

If you would like to hear more, 

check out her video blog 

summarizing key successes and 

failures and the next steps needed.  We apologize for the poor 

sound quality but the content makes it well worth listening to. 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AjcSq2hKJM8  

 

Camilla is also interviewed on the influence of youth at Doha.  Here 

both the sound and the content are good: http://climatechange-

tv.rtcc.org/cop18-youth-a-force-to-be-reckoned-with-home-and-

abroad/   

 

Her heart is really in her work devoted to addressing climate 

change.  In the longer term she thinks she may end up in politics.  

But in the near term she is particularly keen to devote more time to 

helping youth engage with the public sector and industry, and to get 

involved in new areas of employment as the economy evolves.   As 

she is now a graduate she is wrestling with the desire to give her 

time to volunteer activities while finding a way of earning enough to 

enable her to do this.  Yes, there are some paid jobs out there for 

the really committed activist geographers, but they are few and far 

between.   

 

She should not find it hard to get a good number of offers for 

interesting employment.   While doing all of the above, she also 

found time to get a First Class Honours B.Sc.  She was modestly 

surprised at getting a First.  She says she was not the best of 

students at school.  So she wants others who are torn between 

academic study and practical action to take heart…you can do both 

if you apply yourself.  

 

Interestingly, her final essay completed for her degree was on 

multiculturalism in Canada.  It is a beautifully written and 

penetrating analysis of multiculturalism here.  Quite a swansong!   

And to top it off, her dissertation has been nominated for the Royal 

Geographical Society’s Historical Geographies undergraduate prize.  

We will keep you posted.  In the meantime, if anyone has the 

perfect job for Camilla, with the right amount of time for her 

volunteer work, I am sure she would love to hear from you at 

camilla@ukycc.org 

 

And congratulations to Sir Tim: you made an excellent choice! 

 

 

EDUCT Decennial Fund: Update 

by James Hunter 
 

The EDUCT Decennial Fund totals £32,539.38 as at December 31, 

2012. 

 

The fund was started in 2012 to mark the tenth anniversary of the 

foundation of EDUCT.  The target is to raise the sum of £100,000 

over a period of four years.  The income from this fund will support 

four Access Bursaries which will provide deserving undergraduate or 

postgraduate students with a grant of £1,000 each year.   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AjcSq2hKJM8
http://climatechange-tv.rtcc.org/cop18-youth-a-force-to-be-reckoned-with-home-and-abroad/
http://climatechange-tv.rtcc.org/cop18-youth-a-force-to-be-reckoned-with-home-and-abroad/
http://climatechange-tv.rtcc.org/cop18-youth-a-force-to-be-reckoned-with-home-and-abroad/
mailto:camilla@ukycc.org
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Gavin Clark and Marie 

Howes-Clark 

 

The Decennial Fund committee 

would like to recognize the 

contribution of 44 generous 

donors who have supported the 

fund in 2012.  They are: 

 

WAVERLEY ($2,000 and over) 

Professor Emeritus Vivian 

Abrahams 

Edinburgh University Club of 

Toronto 

Mr. James Hunter 

Mr. John McNeil 

Mr. Alan Pearson 

 

MEADOWS ($1,000 - $1,999) 

Dr. Kimberley Bradley 

Mr. Paul Bradley 

Professor Richard Hunt 

Dr. Kresimir Krnjevic 

Ms. Antoinette McGregor 

Mr. Simon Miles 

Dr. Thomas Wilson 

Dr. Noel Wright 

 

CANONGATE ($500 - $999)  

Dr. Michael Achong 

Dr. Gavin Clark 

Ms. Christine Gude 

Mr. Josh Gillespie 

Mr. James de P. Hunter 

Dr. Evelyn Wallace 

 

GREYFRIARS ($100 - $499) 

Mr. John Beak 

Mr. Suchaet Bhardwaj 

Miss Laura Chait 

Ms. Elizabeth Ewan 

Mr. George Fernando 

Professor Donald Gillies 

Mr. Timothy Gorley 

Dr. Ellen Hine 

Mrs. Jane Hunter 

Ms. Eileen Jarman    

Ms. Madeleine Lefebvre 

Ms. Elizabeth McBeth 

Dr. Anne McKellar 

Mr. Jose Moreno 

Dr. Graeme Morton 

Dr. Findlay Orr 

Ms. Rosalind Peters 

Dr. Margaret Reid 

Ms. Christine Saunders 

GREYFRIARS ($100 - $499) continued... 

Rev. Professor Donald Smith 

Ms. Fiona Tompkinson 

    

OTHER DONORS 

Anonymous  

Dr. Mary Hunter 

Mrs. Joyce Ferguson 

Dr. Joseph Mendoza 

 

Any supporters whose donations are not recorded above because 

they were sent late in 2012 will be recognized in the January 2014 

edition of EDUCT News.  

 

To make a tax-deductible donation to the EDUCT Decennial Fund in 

2013, please use the form which you will find at the end of this 

edition of EDUCT News. 

 

To our generous supporters in 2012: thank you so much for 

remembering your old University and for thinking of the young 

people whose university experience will be enhanced because of 

your thoughtfulness.   

 

Gavin Clark and Marie Howes-Clark: Carlyle Circle Members 

 

EDUCT is delighted to learn that Gavin 

and his wife Marie became members of 

the Carlyle Circle about three years 

ago.  They thought long and hard about 

how best to specify what they wanted 

their bequest to support.  They decided 

that it must be for a cause that will still 

be around when they eventually die, 

which, quite naturally, they are 

planning to be a distant event.  They 

opted for student bursaries.  What 

motivated them to choose this 

particular cause? As Gavin puts it: 

"Whereas I spent my time at the 

University of Edinburgh, Marie has her 

roots in the University of Victoria.  Both institutions have loyal 

alumni.  We thought it was important to support 'future alumni', so 

that they, too, could experience the joy of student life.  This gift is 

one way of ensuring that others would be able to carry the torch!" 

 

EDUCT expresses its heartfelt gratitude to Gavin and Marie and 

hopes it will indeed be many years before Edinburgh gets the 

money! 
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Professors Grant Jarvie and Bruce Kidd 

 

The Pan Am Games and the 

Legacy for Toronto 

by Simon Miles 

 

On 4 December 2012, the 

University of Edinburgh, the 

University of Toronto, and 

Scottish Development 

International, co-hosted a 

discussion on how the hosting 

of a major sporting event can 

change a city forever.  The 

meeting, entitled “Sport: A Tale 

of Two Cities”, was held at Hart 

House, the University of 

Toronto’s co-curricular college.  

The two lead speakers drew 

upon their experience of past 

sporting events and assessed 

the current plans for the 2014 

Commonwealth Games in 

Glasgow and the 2015 Pan 

American Games in Toronto.  

They were well qualified for the 

task.  

 

Professor Grant Jarvie, Ph.D., 

was appointed Chair of Sport at 

Edinburgh in July 2012.  He had 

previously been Vice-Principal 

at the University of Stirling.  

His life has revolved around 

conducting research on the 

links between sport, health, 

education and international 

development, and leading 

organizational change in higher 

education.  With his 

appointment, and with such 

initiatives as the establishment 

of the Eric Liddell High 

Performance Sports 

Scholarships that EDUCT News 

covered in its September 2011 

issue, Edinburgh is signaling 

that it is to be giving a higher 

profile to sports education and 

its significance for society.  

Grant has been spending 

several months at the University of Toronto sharing experiences 

with colleagues. 

 

Professor Bruce 

Kidd, Ph.D., is 

one of the main 

reasons for 

Grant coming to 

Toronto.  Bruce 

is arguably the 

leading light in 

Canadian sports 

education.  In 

1962, he was a 

gold and bronze 

medalist for 

long distance 

running at the 

British Empire and Commonwealth Games.  A Professor and former 

Dean of Kinesiology and Physical Education at the University of 

Toronto, Bruce has devoted his life to improving the opportunities 

for athletes to excel, for school children and students to get more 

out of exercise and sport, and for governments to make more of the 

potential contribution of sport and physical education to the well-

being of society.   

 

Together, they gave us a very good overview of the planning that 

has gone into the 2014 Commonwealth Games to be held in 

Glasgow and the 2015 Pan Am Games that we will host in Toronto.  

In a nutshell, it is clear that Glasgow is streets ahead of Toronto in 

its having given much thought to the legacy that it wants to ensure 

is left by the games. 

 

Grant, who summarized where things stood in Glasgow, made it 

clear that Glasgow is culturally committed to the games.  He noted 

the leading role that the city has had in the establishment of some 

sports, such as lawn bowling, and the reflection of this in such 

cultural indicators as street names (in that case, there is Bowling 

Green Terrace).  The city is well ahead of schedule in its building 

programme, taking full advantage of the opportunity to refurbish 

and expand public infrastructure - from the airport to stadia.  He 

ran though a long list of potential direct and indirect benefits that 

the city had consciously built into its planning.  But what was most 

impressive was a long-term strategic plan, with clear outcomes to 

be derived from the investments of money and commitment by 

governments, business and the local inhabitants.  In brief, there is a 

conscious pursuit of a flourishing city, a population that is active in 

sport, a sustainable physical and social environment, and a 

connected Scotland.   
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Jim Hunter, current President Toni McGregor, Simon Miles, 

Margaret Reid, and Paul Bradley 

 

Bruce did an excellent job of 

presenting the situation in 

Toronto.  He argued that the 

extensive Canadian experience 

in hosting major sporting 

events – three Olympics, four 

Commonwealth Games, two 

previous Pan Ams, etc – has 

been strong on infrastructural 

legacies in housing, 

transportation and sports 

facilities but very poor in 

stimulating new participation in 

sports and physical activity.  

Organizers focus on building 

the infrastructure and facilities 

and staging the games and 

never plan for post-games 

programmes.  As a result, while 

children and youth may well be 

inspired by these landmark 

events to take up sports, there 

have never been new 

programmes planned to engage 

them.  The rhetorical promise 

of a ‘bounce’ in participation 

from major games has never 

occurred.  

 

Ironically, Toronto had planned 

for a post-games increase in 

participation during the Olympic 

bid headed by David Crombie.  

Indeed, Bruce chaired the 

Legacy and Community 

Enhancement Committee and 

had some 45 community 

meetings in preparing its plan.  

But the International Olympic 

Committee had not given 

weight to such features of a bid 

and Toronto had lost out to 

Beijing.  For Bruce, this 

suggested that the key to 

getting a lasting legacy of 

benefit to society is that the 

IOC and comparable bodies 

have to rate plans for a legacy 

in their assessment of bids.  

Until they signal that this is 

going to earn points, it may be 

hard to convince Canadians to 

give this all-important feature 

of an international sporting event the attention it should have – 

especially when one considers the public funding behind the bids! 

  

 

EDUCT Past Presidents’ Lunch 

by James Hunter 

 

The past presidents of EDUCT held their annual lunch at Biff’s Bistro 

in downtown Toronto on 20 December, 2012.  

 

Just over ten years have elapsed since the foundation of EDUCT on 

10 December, 2002, so the past presidents felt they had something 

special to celebrate. 

 

Our photograph shows the past presidents ready to tuck in – 

clockwise from the left:   Jim Hunter, Toni Macgregor (current 

president) Simon Miles, Paul Bradley and Margaret Reid.  

Unfortunately, Josh Gillespie was unable to attend - otherwise, the 

past presidents exhibited perfect attendance. 
 

In our tradition of prudent stewardship over EDUCT’s funds, and as 

always with these events, the past presidents paid for lunch 

themselves. 

 

Spencer Barrett on Darwin’s Flowers: At Our Upcoming Annual 

Dinner 

 

Charles Darwin is arguably Edinburgh’s most famous alumnus.  His 

is truly a household name.  Yet, for the lay public, his work on 

plants is far less well known than that on animals.  As Professor 

Spencer Barrett has underscored, Charles Darwin studied plants for 
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Professor Spencer Barrett 

 

over 40 years and devoted 

more of his research to this 

group of organisms than any 

other.  Spencer contends that 

this fact is generally not well 

appreciated because of the 

zoocentric nature of human 

interest in Darwin’s 

contributions and the 

dominance of animal biology in 

today’s universities.  Yet 

Darwin’s botanical work 

provided the conceptual 

foundation for understanding 

many aspects of plant evolution 

including floral adaptations and 

the mechanisms responsible for 

evolutionary transitions in plant 

reproductive systems.  As 

Spencer argues, many of 

Darwin’s insights, gained from 

careful observations and 

experiments on diverse 

flowering plants, remain 

remarkably durable today and 

have stimulated much current 

research on plant reproductive 

strategies.   

 

EDUCT is extremely fortunate 

to be able to have Spencer as 

our speaker at our Annual 

Dinner, on Friday, 19 April 

2013, at the Arts & Letters 

Club.  He will review Darwin’s 

botanical legacy for us and 

address the question: why did 

Darwin become so interested in 

plant sex?   

 

Spencer is just the person to 

lead us through this 

exploration. Born in England, 

Spencer received his B.Sc. in 

horticultural botany from the 

University of Reading in 1971 

and, after a stint in Africa, 

obtained his Ph.D., in Botany, 

at the University of California at 

Berkeley, in 1977.  He joined 

the University of Toronto that 

year and today holds the 

prestigious rank of University 

Professor and Canada Research Chair in the Department of Ecology 

and Evolutionary Biology.  

 

Spencer is one of 

the world’s leading 

authorities on the 

reproductive 

biology, genetics 

and evolution of 

flowering plants.  

He and his 

internationally 

renowned research 

group in plant 

evolutionary biology 

delve into questions 

pertaining to the 

mechanisms 

responsible for 

evolutionary 

transitions in plant reproductive systems and the evolution and 

function of floral design.  He currently has international 

collaborative research projects in Argentina, Chile, China, New 

Zealand and South Africa.  His many scientific contributions have 

rejuvenated plant reproductive biology, making it one of the most 

active areas within ecology and evolutionary biology.  In addition to 

his studies on plant reproduction, he is also an internationally 

recognized expert on the ecology and genetics of plant invasions 

and the environmental consequences of genetically modified crops. 

 

Spencer has received numerous awards in recognition of his pre-

eminence as both an evolutionary biologist and plant scientist.  He 

is an NSERC E.W.R. Steacie Memorial Fellowship winner (1988) and 

a recipient of the highest awards given by the Botanical Society of 

America (Merit Award – 2003) and the Canadian Botanical 

Association (Lawson Medal – 2006).  He was the inaugural winner of 

the Premier’s Discovery Award in Life Science and Medicine (2007) 

awarded by the Government of Ontario for his leadership role in 

building a culture of research and innovation in the Province of 

Ontario.  In 2008 he received the prestigious Sewall Wright Award 

given by the American Society of Naturalists for a senior 

investigator who has made major contributions to the conceptual 

unification of the biological sciences.  He has the unusual honour of 

being a fellow of both the Royal Society of Canada (1998) and the 

Royal Society of London (2004) and in 2009 he was elected 

Honorary Foreign Member of the American Academy of Arts and 

Science.  He has been appointed Adjunct Professor at Washington 

State University, Pullman, and a visiting Guest Professor at Wuhan 

University, China, and in 2010 was made Extraordinary Professor at 

the University of Stellenbosch, South Africa.  Spencer is currently 

the President of the Canadian Society for Ecology and Evolution and 

Vice-President (N. America) of the Society for the Study of 

Evolution. 
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Of particular interest to us as 

his audience, during his tenure 

at the University of Toronto, 

Spencer has not only excelled 

as a scholar but also as an 

outstanding teacher, mentor, 

and communicator of science.  

For the past 15 years he has 

been the team leader of the 

largest first-year biology class 

in Canada with ~1800 

students.  For these 

contributions he received an 

Outstanding Teaching Award 

(1992) from the Faculty of Arts 

and Science, and the Northrop 

Frye Award (1999) for linking 

teaching and research in the 

classroom. 

 

It promises to be a stellar 

evening.  Mark your calendars 

now! 

 

Dominic Barton, on the 

Future of Capitalism: 

Upcoming Event 

 

On Wednesday 22 May this 

year Dominic Barton will 

address EDUCT members and 

guests on The Future of 

Capitalism.  The subject has 

become one of growing interest 

in recent years, and especially 

so following the 2008 global 

financial crisis.  However, 

serious discussions are 

generally not taken very far 

just because of the enormity of 

the implications of making 

adjustments to the systems 

that we have lived with and 

taken for granted.   Who better 

than Dominic Barton to ask for 

an overview of the key issues 

involved?   

 

 

 

Dominic Barton is the Global Managing 

Director of McKinsey & Company, the largest 

management consulting company in the 

world.  In 26 years with the firm, Dominic 

has advised clients in a range of industries in 

sectors such as banking, consumer goods, 

high tech and manufacturing.  Currently 

based in London, England, Dominic was 

previously based in Shanghai, as McKinsey’s 

Asia Chairman from 2004 to 2009, and led 

the Korea office from 2000 to 2004.  

 

He is an active participant in international fora with global leaders in 

business, government and academia, including Davos, the St. 

Petersburg International Economic Forum, Les Rencontres 

Économiques d’Aix-en-Provence, the Asia Business Council and the 

China Development Forum.  He has authored more than 80 articles 

on the role of business in society, leadership, financial services, 

Asia, history, and the issues and opportunities facing markets 

worldwide.  Dominic is a co-author, with Roberto Newell and Greg 

Wilson, of Dangerous Markets: Managing in Financial Crises (Wiley 

& Sons, 2002).  His most recent book is China Vignettes: An Inside 

Look at China (Talisman, 2007), which is a brilliant portrayal of this 

fast-changing country through the eyes of a cross-section of its 

citizens. 

 

He is a Trustee of the Brookings Institution, Chairman of the 

International Advisory Committee to the President of South Korea 

on National Future and Vision, a member of the Singapore Economic 

Development Board’s International Advisory Council, an advisor to 

the Asia Development Bank and a Board Member of the Asia Pacific 

Foundation of Canada.  Dominic has received multiple awards for his 

business leadership and contributions to the communities in which 

he has lived.  Last year, for example, he received an honorary 

doctorate from York University.  As a young Canadian, he was 

fortunate to be a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford.  He is now a Rhodes 

Trustee and an Honorary Fellow at Brasenose College.  

 

His talk will draw upon many interviews with business and 

government leaders from around the world, especially over the last 

three years.  He will focus on what business leaders have to do to 

ensure that capitalism evolves to respond to the demands of a 

changing world.  That world is demanding a more socially 

responsible business community, that is thinking long term and that 

is ensuring meaningful business ownership and governance through 

board member engagement.  

 

Mark your calendars for 6:00pm at the Arts & Letters Club on 

Wednesday 22 May! 
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Room with a view 

 

The Crown Tower in Peebles: 

the home of John Buchan and 

now the John Buchan Museum 

 

Melrose Abbey 

 

Joyce Ferguson and 

the Hon. Dominic 

LeBlanc, M.P. for 

Beausejour 

 

Dental Class of 1962 Enjoys 

50th Anniversary Reunion 

by Pat Main 

 

Some 40 of us graduated as 

dentists in 1962 and have met 

periodically since then.  This 

year being our 50th reunion, we 

asked for assistance from the 

University.  They were able to 

negotiate a time for us all in 

September 2012 at Peebles 

Hydro.  This is a great setting 

for a weekend and offers no 

parking problems and a good 

bus service from Edinburgh. 

 

About 30 of us met on Friday 

the 20th and enjoyed catching 

up, and guessing who was 

whom.  Yes some of us had 

changed.  Some spouses also 

attended.  Friday night saw us 

have a cocktail reception in the 

panelled bar and then dinner at 

the hotel.  They provided a 

section of the dining room for 

us and large tables so that we 

could get together and discuss 

our lives.  This went on into the 

evening and night.  Saturday 

dawned clear and bright.  There 

were splendid views over the 

hills. And it was WARM.  We set 

off for a short visit to Melrose, 

where we had lunch outside at 

a spot close to the ruined 

abbey. 

 

Then back to the Hydro for 

another reception followed by 

dinner in a private room.  There 

were a few speeches and tales 

of members unable to be with 

us.  We had provided the 

organizers with a one to two-

page resumé of our lives from 

1962 to 2012.  These short 

pieces and photos were put 

together into a booklet to 

commemorate the event.  Since 

two of our members were 

sufficiently incapacitated not to 

be present we agreed to publish 

a photo album of the event, and 

provide this as an album to 

them.  Many photographs were 

sent and some made the cut.  I 

await my CD of photos which will 

be treasured. 

 

 

Joyce Ferguson Receives Queen's Diamond Jubilee Medal 

 

Following the story, in our September 

2012 newsletter, on Douglas Jay's day at 

Queen's Park to receive the Queen's 

Diamond Jubilee Medal, we heard from 

Joyce Ferguson, an EDUCT member 

living in New Brunswick.  She, too, was 

delighted to be awarded this medal. She 

tells us how surprised she was when she 

got this phone call, out of the blue, from 

The Senate of Canada.  The award was 

given for her continuing public service to 

the Province of New Brunswick and the 

district in which she lives.  Among those 

activities cited were her work in the 

Hospital Auxiliary (back in the 'Sixties), 

on the Hospital Board, and as the Chair 

of the New Brunswick District 14 School 

Board for 7 years (as she says "before 

the N.B. Government saw fit to dissolve 

us...and we were the only province in Canada to have unpaid school 

boards!"). Our photograph shows her with the Hon. Dominic 

LeBlanc, her local M.P. for Beausejour. 

 

EDUCT congratulates Joyce! 
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Joseph Black: Portrait by 

David Martin (oil on 

canvas, 1787) 

 

Famous Alumni 

 

Joseph Black: Edinburgh’s 

Most Famous Chemist 

by Simon Miles  

 

This article is based partly on 

one by W.P. Doyle, on 

Edinburgh University’s web site.  

However, it also draws on other 

sources, including Glasgow 

University’s web site, the 

Encyclopaedia Britannica on 

line, Wikipedia and, most 

significantly, on the 

contributions of Dr. Derek 

Wann and his colleagues at the 

School of Chemistry at the 

University of Edinburgh.  

 

Joseph Black was born on 16 

April 1728 in Bordeaux where 

his father, a Belfast man of 

Scots descent, was in the wine 

trade.  He was educated by his 

Scottish mother until the age of 

twelve when he attended 

school in Belfast.  In 1744 he 

entered the University of 

Glasgow where, after attending 

the general arts curriculum for 

three years and at his father’s 

behest, he decided to study 

medicine.  It was at this time 

that he also started attending 

the lectures of a newly-

appointed Lecturer in 

Chemistry, William Cullen.  

Chemistry captivated Black 

and, encouraged by Cullen, for 

three years he served as 

Cullen's assistant.  He was 

obviously a very bright student 

for, in about 1750, he had 

already invented the analytical 

balance based on a light-weight 

beam balanced on a wedge-

shaped fulcrum.  Each arm 

carried a pan on which the 

sample or standard weights 

was placed.  It far exceeded 

the accuracy of any other 

balance of the time and became an important scientific instrument 

in most chemistry laboratories.  The one shown in the photograph 

was the one used by Black in about 1760.  It is now on display in 

the National Museum of Scotland.  

 

In 1752, Black opted to move to 

Edinburgh to complete his medical 

studies.  Seemingly he was attracted 

by the prestige of the medical school 

there.  He graduated M.D. in 1754.  

He had already been conducting 

pioneering research and in 1755 he 

presented a landmark paper to the 

Philosophical Society of Edinburgh 

that described a number of chemical 

experiments, many of which had 

been incorporated in his graduation 

thesis.  This paper, published in 

1756, shows Black as an outstanding 

scientist; it demonstrated 

quantitatively that a gas which he 

called "fixed air" (carbon dioxide) was 

a constituent of alkaline solids such 

as basic magnesium carbonate.  In 

1755 Cullen was appointed Professor of Chemistry in Edinburgh, 

and in 1756 Black moved back to Glasgow, to take up the space 

created by Cullen’s move, to become Professor of Anatomy and 

Botany and Lecturer in Chemistry.  He also added to his teaching 

duties a large medical practice.  While at Glasgow Black developed 

his second important research area, this being on latent heat and 

specific heats.  He first described his investigations in 1762 to a 

philosophical and literary society in Glasgow but he never published 

this work.  He became a good friend of James Watt and contributed 

significantly to Watt’s development of the steam engine. 

 

In 1766, at the age of 38, Black succeeded Cullen as Professor of 

Chemistry at Edinburgh.  From this time on he did little more 

outstanding research but continued to advance chemistry through 

his teaching and by applying his knowledge to industrial and 

agricultural advancements.  Former students of his held chairs of 

chemistry in Edinburgh, Glasgow, Cambridge, Oxford, and several 

made significant contributions to chemistry, pure and applied.  

Professors did not receive a salary in those days, but had to rely on 

fees charged to their students.  Black was a very popular lecturer, 

attracting students from Europe and America.  He lectured five 

times a week from November to May.  He had anything from 200 to 

300 students.  At three guineas per head per course, Black did very 

well.  

 

His contributions to agriculture and industry became more 

significant following his move back to Edinburgh and his decision to 

turn his attention almost entirely to teaching and to advising 

landowners and entrepreneurs on how chemical-based industries in 
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Edwin Rowse 

 

Scotland (and sometimes 

farther afield) could be 

developed.  Some felt that he 

was not treating his 

responsibility as an academic 

chemist seriously enough. Black 

certainly seems to have had an 

aversion to publishing his 

research; for example, he 

wrote nothing on his theories of 

heat for publication.  His work 

became well known because of 

the large number of students 

who diffused his concepts 

throughout Great Britain, 

Europe, and the United States. 

 

Black was one of the luminaries 

of the Scottish Enlightenment.  

He counted among his friends 

David Hume, the philosopher, 

Adam Smith, the political 

economist and James Hutton, 

the geologist.  They enjoyed 

getting together at the Oyster 

Club or the Poker Club to talk 

and dine. 

 

In failing health, Black last 

lectured in 1796-97.  He died in 

late 1799 (the exact date is 

disputed, although 6 December 

appears to be the most 

commonly accepted date).  James Grant, writing in his Old and New 

Edinburgh (vol. IV, pp.254-255) describes the death as follows: 

 

“He died in 1799, while sitting at table, with his usual fare, a few 

prunes, some bread, and a little milk diluted with water. Having the 

cup in his hand, and feeling the approach of death, he set it 

carefully down on his knees, which were joined together, and kept it 

steadily in his hand, in the manner of a person perfectly at ease, 

and in this attitude, without spilling a drop, and without a writhe on 

his countenance, Joseph Black, styled by Lavoisier “the illustrious 

Nestor of the chemical revolution”, expired placidly, as if an 

experiment had been wanted to show his friends the ease with 

which he could die.”    

 

His funeral attracted many luminaries and students from the 

university.  

 

In 2011, scientific equipment believed to belong to Black was 

discovered during an archeological dig in Old College, at the 

University of Edinburgh, at the time of the completion of the original 

design of the quadrangle with the installation of the lawn.  

 

 

Welcome to Our New Members 

by Simon Miles 

 

Edwin Rowse, OAA, RAIC, CAHP, 

RIBA, is one of the founding 

principals of ERA Architects Inc.  

Born in South Africa and with a 

childhood spent in Southern 

Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe), he 

made his way to Edinburgh in 

1972. He had already undertaken 

three years of architectural 

education at the University of 

Capetown and Edinburgh gave him 

full credit for these, thus allowing 

him to complete his B. Arch. in 

1974.  His thesis at Edinburgh, on 

the integration of modern 

university facilities within the 

historic setting of the Grass 

Market area, was his introduction 

to the challenges of integrating 

modern design with heritage 

buildings.  

 

After graduation, Edwin worked in London for nine years for a 

practice that specialized in the restoration of heritage buildings.  On 

immigrating to Canada in 1984, he did similar work for two firms in 

Toronto before starting a practice in 1990 with fellow principal 
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Michael McClelland.  They have 

been joined more recently by 

new principals and associates.  

 

ERA Architects Inc. is an 

architectural firm concerned 

with wider cultural matters that 

bear upon urban design and 

community development.  The 

articulation of broader cultural 

values that underpin, or should 

underpin, urban design often 

calls for a familiarity with, and 

sensitivity to, what is required 

to conserve, and bring added 

value to, our architectural 

heritage.  Today, the firm 

employs about 40 

professionals, in Toronto, 

Montreal and Prince Edward 

County.  Ingeniously, ERA has 

created a non-profit 

organization – the Centre for 

Urban Growth and Renewal - to 

conduct much of the research 

and public education that has 

to be done in order to inform 

and enable sound heritage 

conservation and restoration 

work.  While this research and 

education cannot be billed to 

clients, it can be funded 

through grants.  In this way, 

Edwin and his colleagues have 

contributed significantly as 

change agents to the evolution 

of our urban setting.  For 

example, in their landmark 

work on the renewal of 

neighbourhood tower 

communities in Toronto, the 

work of the Centre has led to 

the adoption by the City of a 

new zoning category that will 

enable a more creative use of 

the space around the towers 

and the establishment of a 

mixed land use that makes for 

more livable communities.   

 

The firm’s creativity has won it 

many awards.  My rapid 

assessment suggests that they 

are winning the equivalent of an award every other month!  Some 

of the landmark projects in Toronto include the Distillery District, 

the Carlu Centre, the Artscape Wychwood Barns, Union Station, and 

Maple Leaf Gardens. Recently, the renovation and conversion of the 

formerly very run-down row houses, dating from 1832, that form 

part of the site of the new Shangri-La Hotel on Adelaide Street 

West, has given Toronto another charming, upscale restaurant.  

Another award-winning project was the renovation of the Coliseum 

Complex at Exhibition Place.  Among the tasks there was helping to 

exploit the potential of a large vestibule between the buildings as a 

new gathering space, which ERA sees as an excellent example of 

how to marry restoration and adaptive re-use. 

 

The firm generally works as one partner in collaboration with 

several other specialist firms on projects such as those mentioned.  

An enormous amount of time goes into the negotiations with public 

authorities on what precisely has to be conserved with respect to 

any one building.  In this sense, as compared with the UK, heritage 

conservation and restoration is a more open-ended process. 

 

ERA is also working on projects in rural areas.  The office in Prince 

Edward County is there for the very good reason that there are a lot 

of heritage buildings in the oldest settled part of Ontario.  Their 

County office is itself a delightful example of a mid nineteenth-

century farmhouse.  The firm has recently started running summer 

workshops for architectural students in small outport communities 

in Newfoundland, focused on researching how to stimulate new 

economic development to replace the fishery.  Students have been 

able to get fieldwork experience in serving as catalysts of renewal 

and thus learning how to use architecture as an instrument of social 

change.  

 

The firm is committed to enhancing public awareness of the value of 

good design.  It hosts meetings accessible to the public.  One such 

example was the lecture given by Professor Miles Glendinning, of 

Edinburgh’s College of Art, on a century of mass-housing campaigns 

around the world.  That was written up in our last newsletter.  

 

ERA Architects is a fascinating firm.  The web site is well worth 

visiting, especially if you have an interest in the retention and 

restoration of our built heritage.  Go to: 

<era.on.ca> 

 

Edwin has clearly been making a real difference to our community.  

We thank him for it and welcome him to EDUCT. 

 

 

Madeleine Lefebvre is the Chief Librarian of Ryerson University.  

She was born in Yorkshire of Scottish parents and spent her 

childhood in a large and lovely house, which her parents used to 

provide accommodation for travelling thespians.  Edinburgh was the 

university of choice simply because her grandfather and father had 

../../../../../../AppData/Local/Temp/era.on.ca
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been there before her.  She 

read Classics and came away 

with an M.A. in 1972. 

 

Since her father had been a 

librarian, she moved in those 

circles.  She learned of the 

opportunity to do a traineeship 

with a library for a year after 

which one can do a diploma 

and become a qualified 

librarian.  As luck would have 

it, she was accepted by the 

Institute of Classical Studies for 

just such a traineeship.  It was 

perfect.  It was London.  And 

one got to meet leading 

classicists of the day.  She 

obviously impressed one such 

visitor who happened to come 

from Alberta.  On enquiring 

why Madeleine was not doing a 

graduate degree in Classics, 

she explained that she did not 

have the requisite first class 

honours degree.  Unbeknown to 

her, this Fairy Godfather 

arranged for the University of 

Alberta, in Edmonton, to send 

her an air ticket and 

scholarship to pursue an M.A. 

in Classics.  Much to her mother’s chagrin, she accepted.   

 

In no time, she found herself tutoring other students in Latin, which 

she had been studying since the age of eleven.  As if planning her 

next trip, she completed her thesis on Homer’s Odyssey.  Odysseus 

came in the form of a Ph.D. student whom she ended up marrying.  

He slowed her down enough for her to extend her stay in Edmonton 

to complete a third master’s, this one being a Master’s in Library 

Science.     

 

With this third degree to her name she had what it took to become 

Government Librarian for Federal and Intergovernmental Affairs for 

the Province of Alberta, in Edmonton.  When her husband obtained 

his Ph.D. she was able to move to Okanagan College as its Public 

Services Librarian.  Based in Kelowna, this involved considerable 

travel up and down the beautiful Okanagan valley.  Yes, beautiful, 

but quiet.  And she was still young and now separated.  So when 

she was head-hunted by Mount Royal College in Calgary to become 

Director of Library Services, she went for it.  It was not then a 

university but it proved to be a great learning experience.   

 

In 1999, she was again head-hunted, this time by Saint Mary’s 

University, in Halifax.  While she was there the University was 

growing fast.  By this time, she was also very active in the Canadian 

Library Association.  In 2003-04 she served as it President.  She 

focused on developing the organization’s profile by visiting all the 

library schools in Canada and giving papers abroad. 

 

The exposure to all these libraries had an 

added benefit.  She heard wonderful tales of 

what goes on in libraries.  Indeed, she drew 

on her conversations with the many people 

she met to compile a book of true stories of 

couples who met and fell in love in libraries 

around the world.  And then there are some 

tales about those who fell in love with the 

libraries.  The Romance of Libraries was 

published by Scarecrow Press in 2005.  If 

you would like to purchase a copy, go to the 

Indigo link: 

http://www.chapters.indigo.ca/books/The-

Romance-Of-Libraries-Madeleine-Lefebvre-

Michael-Gorman/9780810853522-

item.html?ikwid=romance+of+libraries%2c+lefebvre&ikwsec=Book

s 

 

When she joined Ryerson as the Chief Librarian, in 2007, the 

University was bursting at the seams, with far from adequate places 

to study.  She was mandated to establish the Student Learning 

Centre.  This is the exciting new building that is going up on Yonge 

Street, just north of Dundas, on the site of the former Sam the 

Record Man.  In contrast to the “Brutalist Block” of the current 

library, this new structure, with its open space plan, will offer a 

http://www.chapters.indigo.ca/books/The-Romance-Of-Libraries-Madeleine-Lefebvre-Michael-Gorman/9780810853522-item.html?ikwid=romance+of+libraries%2c+lefebvre&ikwsec=Books
http://www.chapters.indigo.ca/books/The-Romance-Of-Libraries-Madeleine-Lefebvre-Michael-Gorman/9780810853522-item.html?ikwid=romance+of+libraries%2c+lefebvre&ikwsec=Books
http://www.chapters.indigo.ca/books/The-Romance-Of-Libraries-Madeleine-Lefebvre-Michael-Gorman/9780810853522-item.html?ikwid=romance+of+libraries%2c+lefebvre&ikwsec=Books
http://www.chapters.indigo.ca/books/The-Romance-Of-Libraries-Madeleine-Lefebvre-Michael-Gorman/9780810853522-item.html?ikwid=romance+of+libraries%2c+lefebvre&ikwsec=Books
http://www.chapters.indigo.ca/books/The-Romance-Of-Libraries-Madeleine-Lefebvre-Michael-Gorman/9780810853522-item.html?ikwid=romance+of+libraries%2c+lefebvre&ikwsec=Books
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congenial atmosphere and 

inspire and enable collaborative 

learning.  Sheldon Levy, the 

President of Ryerson, secured a 

$45milllion grant towards the 

total cost of $112 million 

shortly after she arrived.  It 

was very encouraging.  They 

are still looking for another $25 

million…so anyone keen to help 

is urged, quite seriously, to 

contact Madeleine.    

 

There is another side to 

Madeleine: that of an actress.  

Remember that house in 

Yorkshire and those visiting 

thespians?  There was everyone 

from Max Bygraves to the 

Ballet Rambert coming through 

the house. This got her 

interested in the stage.  At 

Edinburgh she appeared in 

Sophocles’ The Trachiniae, and 

later in life became a 

professional actress.  She has 

her Equity and ACTRA 

memberships but, as she 

underscores, if you want to be 

an active professional, then you 

have to have the time to 

continually hone your skills, 

compete for parts and promote 

yourself.  So she has had to let 

that go for the time being while 

she delivers on her 

responsibility as a librarian 

building a new learning centre 

in the centre of town.  But, as 

we saw last year, she makes 

for a great performer at 

EDUCT’s Burns night!   

 

EDUCT welcomes Madeleine to 

our stage. 

 

 

Sam Ajmera is a plant 

manager with his family 

business, Seenergy Foods 

Limited.  Based in Woodbridge, 

the company produces food for 

large-scale customers, such as hospitals and schools.   

 

Sam was born in Toronto and attended the 

Toronto French School.  Edinburgh was his 

first choice for his undergraduate honours 

M.A. degree in Business and Accounting 

Studies for a number of reasons.  Most 

importantly, it offered him an excellent 

accounting programme.  The University 

had been recommended to him by his 

school’s guidance counsellor, but he had 

also done considerable research on a 

number of options.  He looked into the 

stature of the graduates from the 

programme in which he was interested, 

and the quality of the research being 

conducted there.  The international 

reputation of the University was also a factor.  He decided to visit 

Edinburgh before committing himself to the four-year degree.  He 

was taken by the physical beauty of the city, its size, and its cultural 

offerings.  Once there, he began to appreciate the University’s and 

the city’s links with, and the influence on, Canada.  Indeed, he 

sometimes found that, as an outsider, he was in a better position to 

explain the culture of the country than were the locals.  

 

His programme at the Business School provided him with sufficient 

time in his first two years to explore his academic interests, before 

he gave his studies focus in his last two years.  The one thing he 

would have liked more time for was tutorials.  

 

During his vacations while at Edinburgh he travelled extensively in 

Europe.  He also represented Edinburgh University in China at a 

“Model UN”.  This event involved debating mock issues, in Beijing, 

with others from other universities and then traveling in China.   

 

Sam enjoyed athletics when at school.  Thus, in Edinburgh, he 

joined the University’s Athletic Club and was a sprinter over the 100 

m. distance.  However, his far bigger contribution to the Club was 

that of putting his accounting expertise to work.  He took the club 

from near-insolvency to a healthy state with a long-term plan to 

build a capital reserve.  

 

Volunteering is important to Sam. At Edinburgh, he volunteered his 

time at the Royal Infirmary to play with children who were suffering 

from cancer, or a brain aneurism, or other illnesses.  Back in 

Toronto he now volunteers for World Wildlife Fund.  He recently had 

the pleasure of hosting a visit to Toronto by Dr. Carlos Drews, the 

Director of WWF’s Global Species Programme. 

 

He has already been active in funding scholarships for two students 

each year at the Royal Grammar School, in Worcester, England.  

These are in memory of Miriam Cross, a dear friend who died 

prematurely while he was at Edinburgh.  The scholarships are 
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tenable for two years.  

Recipients are expected to have 

been active in volunteering 

their services to the 

community. 

 

EDUCT welcomes Sam. 

 

 

Dana O’Born is a politician in 

the making.  In her first job 

back in Toronto, she is a 

Research Coordinator with 

Global Public Affairs, a 

government relations firm in 

Toronto with headquarters in 

Ottawa.  Currently working on 

natural resources and 

environment files, she is 

supporting clients on a number 

of public policy initiatives.  

 

Born in Toronto, Dana had the 

good fortune to move to Nova 

Scotia at the age of six and 

spent most of her time there 

living on the Atlantic’s edge.  

She returned to Ontario to 

commence her bachelor degree 

at Wilfrid Laurier University 

where her father had preceded 

her.  Indeed, her younger 

brother joined her there a year later. She played for the women’s 

university varsity basketball team and was awarded Rookie of the 

Year honours in her first year.  She graduated with a B.A. in 

Sociology and a minor in International Affairs.  This degree called 

for a five-weeks field visit to Kenya.  Upon graduation, inspired by 

her Kenyan experience of engaging in a culture other than her own, 

she saved her money, working three jobs, to travel and spend three 

months volunteering in Guatemala.  There she spent mornings 

learning Spanish, to better communicate with her host family, and 

afternoons teaching English and volunteering on local community 

projects.  Two such projects involved her in forest regeneration and 

the clearing of land to build a new community centre in an 

impoverished area of Queztaltenango.   

 

She took off for Edinburgh in September 2009 to enroll for the two-

year Accelerated LL.B. (Scots Law).   She opted for this law degree 

not because she wanted to become a lawyer but because she saw it 

as a useful foundation for politics. And Edinburgh offered other 

opportunities for preparing for a life in the public sector.  She joined 

the Mature Students Law Society and was elected its Vice-President 

in her second year.  There was also time for the Mooting Society 

(which is the Law School’s debating society), and a student tutoring 

service called “Law Pals” in which, along with a law professor, she 

mentored first-year mature students.  This included the offering of 

advice on preparing for exams and handling the course workload.  

Indeed, she was the only student mentoring first-year law students.   

 

Another bonus of being at Edinburgh was that in her first year she 

was awarded a scholarship to take some time to study German law 

in Freiburg and then spend a short apprenticeship in a firm in 

Dusseldorf, where she worked on corporate and competitive law 

during the summer months. 

 

And, of course, there was basketball in Edinburgh too.  Dana played 

for the University and, maybe because of her presence, the team 

moved up a league and became the best university team in 

Scotland!  She also played for the Scottish Universities team, which 

came second in the British Universities Championship. 

 

For Dana, Edinburgh opened up the world.  She sees it as an 

international hub for people to meet and build their networks while 

learning from each other. 

 

Graduating from Edinburgh in 2011, and given her growing 

competence in German and her interest in law, she then moved to 

Hamburg to become a Joachim Herz Fellow in the Master of Law and 

Business collaborative programme offered by the Bucerius Law 

School and the Otto Beisheim School of Management.  This gave 

her an M.L.B. (Masters of Law and Business) and further experience 

in student politics.  She was elected class representative to the 

Masters Programme, which meant that she led the dialogue 

between students and the School’s administration.  Given that there 
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were students from 50 

countries and there was a wide 

array of demands, it was quite 

a challenge.   

 

Her Masters’ thesis focused on 

a comparative analysis of the 

feed-in tariffs of Germany and 

Ontario for renewable energy 

generation.  This stood her in 

good stead for a job dealing 

with natural resource issues in 

Canada.  And to make herself 

even more employable she ran 

off with the Master’s 

Programme award, worth 1,000 

Euros, for the student who had 

demonstrated outstanding 

leadership in the student 

community.  No wonder GPA 

snapped her up!  

 

EDUCT welcomes Dana and 

hopes it can offer her many 

rewarding experiences albeit 

with no awards! 

 

 

Thomas Card is a lawyer who 

is qualified to practice as a 

solicitor in Scotland and 

England, and as a barrister and 

solicitor in Ontario.  Born in 

London, England, Thomas 

immigrated to Toronto with his 

family at the age of seven.  He 

attended Crescent School and 

opted to do his undergraduate 

degree, in law, at Edinburgh for 

several reasons.  First and 

foremost, he thought law would 

be a useful foundation for his 

career.  Secondly, he realized 

that if he did decide he wanted 

to continue as a lawyer in 

Canada, he would have a four-

year head start on most people 

entering a Canadian law school.   

And thirdly, when Edinburgh 

offered him a place, he jumped 

at the chance to attend such a 

prestigious institution. 

 

In retrospect, he is very pleased with his 

choice.  Edinburgh is his favourite city in 

Europe.  One can walk everywhere, it is 

strikingly beautiful, and there is a good 

balance between university and town life.   

Some of his happiest memories are those of 

his Edinburgh days. 

 

After having obtained his 4-year Honours 

LL.B., in 2000, he decided he did want to 

put himself in a position to actually practise 

law.  Thus, he stayed in Edinburgh to take 

a one-year Diploma in Legal Practice 

(Dip.L.P.) and then spent the obligatory two years of a traineeship, 

which is the equivalent of the requirement for articling in Canada.  

This was served in the law practice of MacLachlan & MacKenzie in 

Edinburgh.   

 

Having given so much time to law, he decided to step back and look 

at the bigger picture of the world around him.  He looked for a good 

Masters degree in International Relations and opted for Warwick 

University.   He also wanted a different type of campus experience.  

One year later, with an M.A. to his name, he had to consider what 

to do next in his career.  He had always been motivated by the 

desire to help others improve their lot or realize their dream.  He 

also wanted to do something that combined his legal qualifications 

with his interest in international relations.  

 

He joined the Immigration Advisory Service (IAS), which was the 

UK’s largest immigration legal services charity, with offices all over 

the UK.  There, he served as an appeals lawyer, operating in the 

Manchester, Liverpool and Blackburn area.  He was exposed to 

some horrific situations facing refugees and other challenges of 

dealing with governmental bureaucracy.  He found it incredibly 

rewarding when one could win a case for a truly deserving client, 

reuniting families, and sometimes saving the lives of people who 

would otherwise be returned to extremely dangerous areas.  This 

proved to be an excellent training for establishing his own practice. 

 

After four and a half years with the IAS he decided to assess his 

options in Canada.  He was only just back in Toronto when he 

happened to meet the love of his life, who would eventually become 

his wife.  Naturally, that influenced all that clear-headed assessment 

of priorities.  He took a one-year contract job with the Ontario 

Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing as a Senior Policy Adviser 

overseeing legislation pertaining to housing.  They kindly extended 

the contract for a few months and then a few more. During this 

time, he continued to go through the qualification process to 

practise law in Ontario, a process which ended up taking almost 2 

years. 

 

The Ontario Government provided an interesting experience for him, 

but he decided that working for himself was a more rewarding 
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career choice.  He had kept up 

his contacts in immigration law 

and kept abreast of latest 

developments in the field and 

decided to take the plunge and 

prepare himself for setting up 

his own office.  In particular, he 

noted that there appeared to be 

a lack of lawyers qualified to do 

UK immigration work, despite a 

demand for it. 

 

Card Immigration Law is now 

operational, with the office 

located downtown at 82 

Richmond Street East.  It also 

has a very smart corporate 

logo, as shown here.  If you, or 

anyone you know, is looking for 

advice or assistance in helping 

someone immigrate to Canada, 

remain in Canada, or in helping 

with a move from Canada to 

the UK, then you should give 

Thomas a call.  He can be 

contacted at 416-645-8853, or 

by e-mail at 

thomas@cardlaw.ca 

 

You may also wish to take a 

look at his web site:  

www.cardlaw.ca 

 

EDUCT welcomes Thomas. 

 

 
Yana Shirman was born in St. 

Petersburg.  Although she and 

her parents had spent time in 

Canada from 1992 to 1996, 

they only emigrated from 

Russia in 2002 when Yana was 

19.  Understandably, her English 

was not too good when she arrived.  

However, she bravely enrolled at 

York, did well and earned her B.A. 

in Anthropology and Psychology.  

She had also been working on her 

English and on graduating decided 

to go to South Korea for a year to 

teach English.  There, she was 

based in Daegu, a city about the 

size of Toronto, in the south-

eastern part of the country.  

Although travelling was difficult, 

she enjoyed getting out of the city 

to hike in the mountains.  

 

In 2010, she decided to go to 

Edinburgh to take the one-year 

M.Sc. in Anthropology of Health and 

Illness.  (As of 2012, this degree is 

known as Medical Anthropology.)  Yana chose Edinburgh partly 

because, although she had been to England before, she wanted to 

see Scotland.  However, the beauty of the city and the quality of 

this one-year programme were the deciding factors.  Edinburgh 

offers the largest programme in the UK in this field.  Overall, it gave 

her an anthropological perspective on medical issues.  She focused 

on cholera epidemics in the 19th Century, giving particular attention 

to the epidemic of 1832.  One of the benefits was that this enabled 

her to explore Edinburgh’s past.  She found the trial of Burke and 

Hare especially thrilling.  

 

Her Edinburgh experience was very enjoyable.  She found the 

teaching faculty very friendly and helpful and it was easy to live in 

the city.  She opted for a residence, Churchill House on Richmond 

Place, which was very handy for her classes in George Square, and 

she found the compact structure of the city a real plus for someone 

without personal transport.  She also managed to get around 

Scotland – to Skye, the North Atlantic coast, and the Highlands, and 

particularly liked the drama of Glen Coe. 

 

Now back in Toronto, she is currently working with Doctors Without 

Borders but looking for a job where she can put her degrees to 

better use, although ideally continuing to work with an NGO.  She is 

also contemplating entering social work, likely taking another 

degree – an M.S.W. – in the next year or two.  She welcomes the 

opportunity to talk with other EDUCT members who can offer her 

insights on employment in the fields of social work and NGOs.  

 

EDUCT welcomes Yana. 
 
 

 

 

 

mailto:thomas@cardlaw.ca
http://www.cardlaw.ca/
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Recent Biographies by 

Nicholas Phillipson on Adam 

Smith and David Hume 

   

 

 

 

Nicholas Phillipson, M.A., Ph.D., 

FRHistS, was appointed 

Lecturer in History at Edinburgh 

in 1965 and was subsequently 

appointed Senior Lecturer and 

Reader. He retired in 2004 and 

was appointed Honorary 

Research Fellow.  He has held 

visiting appointments at 

Princeton, Yale, Tulsa, the 

Folger Library, Washington DC 

and the Ludwigs-Maximilian 

Universitat, Munich. 

His research has focused on the 

cultural and intellectual history 

of early modern and modern 

Scotland and he has a 

particular interest in the history 

of the Scottish enlightenment.  

He recently co-directed - with 

Susan Manning - a three-year 

research project on the Science 

of Man in Scotland.  Other hats 

he has worn are those of: 

associate editor of the New 

Oxford Dictionary of National 

Biography; a founder editor - 

with Anthony LaVopa and 

Charles Capper - of a new 

journal, Modern Intellectual 

History, published by the 

Cambridge University Press; 

and, a past president of the 

Eighteenth Century Scottish Studies Society.  

He has written on Adam Smith and David Hume prior to his recent 

publications by Penguin and Yale University Press, but we thought 

that these would be of particular interest to EDUCT members.  The 

following text is taken from the Penguin web site. 

Nicholas Phillipson, Adam Smith: An Enlightened Life, Penguin 

Paperback, 05 May 2011.ISBN: 9780140287288 £12.99 

    

Adam Smith is celebrated as the 

author of The Wealth of Nations and 

the founder of modern economics.  A 

few of his ideas - such as the 

'Invisible Hand' of the market - have 

become icons of the modern world.  

Yet Smith saw himself primarily as a 

philosopher rather than an 

economist, and would never have 

predicted that the ideas for which he 

is now best known would come to be 

seen as his most important.  This 

book, by one of the leading scholars 

of the Scottish Enlightenment, shows 

the extent to which The Wealth of 

Nations and Smith's other great 

work, The Theory of Moral 

Sentiments, were part of a larger 

scheme to establish a grand 'Science of Man', one of the most 

ambitious projects of the European Enlightenment, which was to 

encompass law, history and aesthetics as well as economics and 

ethics. 

 

In this biography Nicholas Phillipson 

reconstructs Smith's intellectual 

ancestry and formation, of which he 

gives a radically new and convincing 

account.  He shows Smith's interactions 

with the rapidly changing and subtly 

different intellectual and commercial 

cultures of Glasgow and Edinburgh as 

they entered the great years of the 

Scottish Enlightenment.  And he shows 

how Smith's ideas developed in dialogue 

with those of his closest friend, the 

other titan of the age, David Hume.  

This superb biography is now the one 

book which anyone interested in the 

founder of economics must read. 

 

Nicholas Phillipson, David Hume: The Philosopher as Historian, 

Penguin Paperback, 05 May 2011. ISBN: 9780140287295 £12.99 

 » Buy now   

http://www.penguin.co.uk/nf/Ecommerce/ShoppingCartChange?item=9780140287288
http://www.penguin.co.uk/nf/Ecommerce/ShoppingCartChange?item=9780140287288
http://www.penguin.co.uk/nf/Ecommerce/ShoppingCartChange?item=9780140287295
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A giant of the eighteenth-

century Enlightenment, David 

Hume was one of the most 

important philosophers ever to 

write in English.  He was also a 

brilliant historian.  In this 

succinct study, Nicholas 

Phillipson shows how Hume 

freed history from religion and 

politics.  As a philosopher, 

Hume sought a way of seeing 

the world and pursuing 

happiness independently of a 

belief in God.  His 

groundbreaking approach 

applied the same outlook to 

Britain's history, showing how 

the past was shaped solely 

through human choices and 

actions. 

 

In this analysis of Hume's life 

and works, from his university 

days in Edinburgh to the 

rapturous reception of his 

History of England, Nicholas 

Phillipson reveals the gradual 

process by which one of the 

greatest Western philosophers 

turned himself into one of the 

greatest historians of Britain.  

In doing so, he shows us how 

revolutionary Hume was, and 

why his ideas still matter today. 

 

 

Are you a fan of Scottish 

writing? 

 

Do you enjoy reading novels 

and non-fiction by Scottish 

authors?  How about books 

about Scotland or Scots?  If so, 

EDUCT would welcome your 

views and opinions for 

publication in EDUCT News.  

Please contact the EDUCT News 

Editor, Simon Miles at  

simon-miles@sympatico.ca  

 

 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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MEMBERSHIP DUES  

Annual membership fees are 

due in January of each year. If 

you have not yet renewed for 

this year, please send your 

cheque, for $35, payable to 

EDUCT, and marked 

“membership”, to our 

Treasurer, Mr. Chris Valley Ban, 

at: 205-100 Oriole Parkway, 

Toronto, ON M5P 2G8. Your 

promptness in this regard 

greatly lightens the load on our 

volunteer Board and is thus 

much appreciated. Thank you, 

in advance, for your payment.  

 

 

Tell us your news 
 

EDUCT News is always looking 

for interesting alumni stories 

and news.  We are happy to 

hear about what’s new with 

you!  Whether you have just 

returned from an interesting 

trip or have a memory you wish 

to share with your fellow 

EDUCT Members, we would 

love to hear from you. 

 

If you have a something you 

would like to share, please 

contact the EDUCT News Editor, 

Simon Miles at 

simon-miles@sympatico.ca 

 
 

Friends of EDUCT  

 

Friends of EDUCT are 

recognized by virtue of the 

generosity they demonstrated 

when, as non-members, they 

donated to the University of 

Edinburgh through an EDUCT-

initiated special fund. 

 Our thanks go out to: Neena Jain for graphic design and layout. 

Board of Directors 

 
We invite your comments and suggestions at any time. Please feel free 

to contact any member of the Board of Directors with your comments 

and suggestions: 

 
Toni McGregor 

President, 

BA 1978), 905.637.9015 

tonimcg@cogeco.ca 

 
Chris Valley Ban 

Treasurer, 

(M.Sc. 1990), 416.489.2011 

chrisban@bell.net 

 

Margaret Reid 

Immediate Past President 

and Membership Secretary, 

(BA 1978), 905.637.9015 

educt.margaret@yahoo.ca 

 
Simon Miles 

Past President 

(MA Hons 1962), 416.466.8793 

simon-miles@sympatico.ca 

 
Paul Bradley 

Past President and Communications, 

(BSc Hons 1982), 416.464.9771 

pbradley@frasermackenzie.com 

 
James Hunter 

Past President and Chair, Decennial Fund Committee 

(MA Hons 1973), 416.236.2595 

jameshunter236@rogers.com 

 
 

../../../../../../Documents%20and%20Settings/Documents%20and%20Settings/fbruce/My%20Documents/Downloads/simon-miles@sympatico.ca
mailto:tonimcg@cogeco.ca
mailto:chrisban@bell.net
mailto:educt.margaret@yahoo.ca
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
mailto:pbradley@frasermackenzie.com
mailto:jameshunter236@rogers.com
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Carlyle Circle Members in 

Canada 

 
EDUCT wishes to acknowledge the 

generosity of alumni and friends of 

the University of Edinburgh who 

have decided to leave a bequest to 

the University in their wills. They 

are recognized by the University 

as Carlyle Circle members. We 

extend our gratitude to each of 

them. If you are a member of the 

Carlyle Circle or know of such 

members, you are encouraged to 

contact us.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Promoting Your Event 

 

 

If you are organizing an event or participating in an activity that 

would be of interest to fellow alumni in the GTA, please get in touch 

with our Communications Officer, Paul Bradley:  

pbradley@frasermackenzie.com.   

 

You may also join us on LinkedIn or Facebook to submit your 

information directly to participating members through these networks. 

 

The Story Behind EDUCT 

 

“EDUCT” is intended to form the acronym for the Edinburgh University 

Club of Toronto.  

 

“Educt” is a word which means, in the language of chemists:  

“A body separated by decomposition from another.”  

 

In addition, there is “e-duct”, an electronic channel, which seems 

appropriate for all of our members receiving EDUCT News via e-mail. 

 

 

 

 

Are You On Our List? 

  

We know of over 170 graduates in the Toronto area. As of 22 December 2012, we have 109. If you 

would be interested in joining EDUCT, please do not hesitate to contact the EDUCT President or the Club 

Treasurer.   

 

 

 

EDUCT News is published three times a year in January, May and September. Please send submissions or 

ideas for articles to the Editor: simon-miles@sympatico.ca 
 

mailto:pbradley@frasermackenzie.com
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?mostPopular=&gid=1782533&trk=myg_ugrp_ovr
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_170626456311530
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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