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Once again, we 
leave summer 

behind and 
move back into 
the rhythms 
and routines of 

fall.  At our 
AGM, I stepped 

into Margaret’s shoes as President 
of EDUCT.  In addition to her role 
as Immediate Past-President, 
Margaret is taking over the job of 
Membership Secretary.   

Do keep us up-to-date on all your 
news – we love hearing from you.  

Perhaps you have all been inspired 
by this past summer’s Olympics 
and Paralympics and have taken 
up sports we only ever hear of 
every four years – let us know! 

More importantly, we love seeing 
you.  As you see, we have a full 

schedule of events for the fall and 
winter and we hope there is 
something for everyone in our line-
up.  In September, we are looking 
forward to hearing from Dr. Ian 
Duncan about Asking The Animals 

What They Feel.  Ian has been an 
entertaining speaker/performer at 
our Burns suppers so we are really 
looking forward to his talk. 

On November 2 we will be co-
hosting, with the University, a visit 

from the Principal, Sir Tim O’Shea, 

the Senior Vice-Principal, Mary 
Bownes, and the new Development 
Director, Kirsty MacDonald, to talk 
about the University’s recent 
developments.  Please mark your 
calendars and join us for this 
event.  And, it is free! 

And, as ever, if you have yet to 
renew your membership, please 
do. 

Toni McGregor 

 

Upcoming Club and Alumni Events 

 
 

Asking the Animals What They Feel 
 

When 
 

Sunday, 23 September 2012, 1:30 pm – 4:00 pm 

Where 
 

Details 

Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto  

Ian Duncan, Ph.D., will be our speaker.  Dr. Duncan is Professor Emeritus and Emeritus 
Chair in Animal Welfare at the University of Guelph.  He will talk about the methods for 
“asking” farm animals what they feel about the conditions in which they are kept and the 
procedures to which they are subjected.  For more information on this talk, see the article 
on page 13 of this newsletter. The cost is $15 each. 

RSVP Simon Miles, simon-miles@sympatico.ca, 416-466-8793 
 

Sir Tim O’Shea, Vice-Chancellor and Principal of the University of 
Edinburgh to Visit Toronto 

 

When 

 

Friday, 2 November 2012, 6:15 pm – 8:30 pm 

Where The offices of Torys LLP, 79 Wellington Street West, 33rd floor, Toronto 

Details Sir Tim will be accompanied by Mary Bownes, Senior Vice-Principal and Kirsty McDonald, 
the new Director of Development and Alumni, who joined Edinburgh’s staff in July.  The 
University, with the assistance of EDUCT, will organize a reception for alumni.  The event 
will provide us with a great opportunity to find out about recent landmark achievements at 
the University as well as exciting future developments.   Invitations were sent out by the 
University on about 19 September.  You should RSVP by replying to the University’s 
email prior to 19 October. If you did not receive one, contact us. 

Questions Toni McGregor, tonimcg@cogeco.ca, 905-637-9015 

The 2013 Burns Nightcap 
 

When 
 

Where 
 

 

Thursday, 24 January 2013, 6:30 pm  - 10:00 pm (the day before Burns) 

The Duke of Kent, on Yonge Street, east side, at Roehampton Avenue, just north of 
Eglinton Avenue East.  Parking underground across Yonge, or surface lot on 
Roehampton. 

Details All are part of the entertainment.  Ian Duncan promises another star performance.   

Questions Margaret Reid, educt.margaret@yahoo.ca, 416-697-2807 
 

EDUCT Curling Funspeil 

 

When 

 

Saturday, 9 February 2013, 3:30 pm for 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm ice time 
 

Where 

 

Leaside Curling Club, on Millwood at Laird 
 

Details 

 

 
 

Questions 

 

Watch for details re. clothing and footwear.  Allow time for drinks afterwards.  Emily Bain-
Donofrio will again be our guide to interpreting the rules. Likely cost, based on previous 
years, is $20 to $25 each. We await costing from City. 
 

Emily Bain-Donofrio, emilyabain@hotmail.com  416-435-4607 

  

Upcoming Club and Alumni Events continue on page 2 
 
 

Membership fees for 2012 were due in January. 

If you have not yet renewed, please see page 17 for details. 
 

Message from the President 

 

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni  

in Toronto? Please pass this newsletter on to 

anyone who might be interested. 

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
mailto:tonimcg@cogeco.ca
mailto:educt.margaret@yahoo.ca
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University of Edinburgh Applicants Session 
 

When 

 

Wednesday, 6 March 2013, 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 

Where Central Toronto 

Details The University is the organizer of this information session for would-be Edinburgh students.  

As in past years, EDUCT will provide some speakers to talk about their experiences at 

Edinburgh.  Recent graduates and alumni are particularly encouraged to step forward as 

speakers.  All alumni welcome.  Invitations will be sent out by the University nearer the 

time. 

Questions Toni McGregor, tonimcg@cogeco.ca, 905-637-9015 

 

EDUCT Annual Dinner 
 

When 

 

Friday, 19 April 2013, 6:30 pm 

Where The Great Hall, The Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto. 

Details Dr. Spencer Barrett, FRS, FRSC, University Professor and Canada Research Chair in the 

Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Toronto, will be our after-

dinner speaker on the subject: The Unappreciated Botanical Legacy of Charles Darwin.  

Professor Barrett is one of the world’s leading authorities on the reproductive biology, 

genetics and evolution of flowering plants.  His many scientific contributions have 

rejuvenated plant reproductive biology making it one of the most active areas within 

ecology and evolutionary biology. He will review Darwin’s botanical legacy and address the 

question: why did Darwin become so interested in plant sex?   Cost: $70 for members and 

guests. 

Questions Simon Miles, simon-miles@sympatico.ca, 416-466-8793 

 

Annual General Meeting and Tour 
 

When 

 

Sunday, 26 May 2013, 1:30 pm to 2:30 pm for AGM 

Where Central Toronto 

Details Coffee and tea provided.  As in past years, we will try to arrange for the AGM to be 

followed, at 3:00 pm, with a tour of one or more buildings of interest.   

Questions Toni McGregor, tonimcg@cogeco.ca, 905-637-9015 

 

 

EDUCT’s Architectural Tour of Contemporary Buildings of 

Cultural Institutions and Academic Buildings of the 

University of Toronto Campus 

by Simon Miles 

 

It has become an EDUCT tradition to offer an architectural tour on 

the day of our Annual General Meeting.  The hope is that this bait 

will bring out more people to what is known to be a rather boring 

meeting that we have to go through.  Not surprisingly, we tend to 

get more turning out for the tour than for the meeting.  And so it 

was this year.  On 10th June, following our AGM, we were able to 

take advantage of a tour put on by the Toronto Society of 

Architects.  Anna Voineskos, our resident architect, had kindly put 

us onto this opportunity and Margaret Reid had made it happen.  

Our enthusiastic and informed guide was Karen Sekikawa, a 

mailto:tonimcg@cogeco.ca
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
mailto:tonimcg@cogeco.ca
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The Michael Lee-Chin 

Crystal addition to the 

Royal Ontario Museum, 

2003-08, by Daniel 

Libeskind with Bregman 

and Hamann Architects 

 

The Telus Centre for 

Performance and Learning at 

the Royal Conservatory of 

Music, 2005-08, by Kuwabara 

Payne McKenna Blumberg 

Architects  

The courtyard behind the Max 

Gluskin House, 2008, by Hariri 

Pontarini Architects 

 

graduate in architecture of the 

University of Calgary, and now 

employed in a small firm in Don 

Mills.      

 

For a very hot afternoon we did 

very well not to lose everyone 

to heat exhaustion in the first 

hour.  We started at the 

Gardiner Museum of Ceramics 

on Queen’s Park and worked 

our way along Bloor Street 

West, down St. George and 

back to College Street and 

Queen’s Park.  We focused on 

contemporary buildings of local 

cultural   institutions and 

academic buildings of the 

University of Toronto.  There 

were some stunning 

achievements and some 

disasters.  Doubtless we did not 

all agree on which were the 

stunners.  To prevent this 

account becoming overly one-

sided, your Editor decided to 

invite those on the tour to put 

forward a paragraph on what 

struck them as most remarkable – for better or worse – about the 

thirteen buildings and two walkways we saw.   Four of the ten 

responded. 

 

Our new President, Toni McGregor, was most taken by the Robarts 

Library, which she felt was aptly nicknamed Fort Book given its 

fortress-like appearance.  Yes, she could see that its style was 

rightly referred to as Brutalism, but she also saw a raw beauty in 

the structure too and, thankfully, the fort’s defence of a mature line 

of trees does help to soften the effect of the mass.  Jim Hunter was 

of the same mind: he was impressed by the immensity of the 

library. 

  

Marillene Allen, not an 

EDUCT member, but an 

Edinburgh graduate (Ph.D., 

English, 1983), enjoyed 

meeting the very mixed 

group of people.  She 

confessed that she was 

looking for more information 

on the materials used and 

the problems solved in 

developing the sites.  To be 

fair, your Editor thought that 

our guide did a good job in 

this regard.  We were 

introduced to some 

remarkable designs to use 

space in intriguing ways – most notably perhaps in the Max Gluskin 

House on St. George Street, the lecture pods in the Leslie Dan 

Pharmacy Building, and the superb creation of space in the Telus 

Centre of Performance and Learning, that is part of the Royal 

Conservatory of Music.  

 

Chris Valley Ban, EDUCT’s new 

Treasurer and a film-maker, was 

particularly taken by this latter building 

and the way in which the Royal 

Conservatory of Music has been 

enlarged and enhanced in a more 

dignified manner by the airy glass 

edifice that now encircles the building 

which includes the acoustically pitch-

perfect Koerner Hall.  He probably 

spoke for most of us when he observed 

that, as we stood at the north end of 

Philosopher’s Walk, we could contrast 

the recent addition to the ROM (the 

Michael Lee-Chin Crystal of 2003-08), 

which, to him, looks like misplaced 

horizontal shards of glass sticking out 

of a well constructed Beaux Arts 
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Looking south on 

Philosopher’s Walk 

The quad at Massey College, 

1960-63, by Thompson, 

Berwick & Pratt (Ron Thom 

partner in charge) 

 
classicism style building 

(1914), and which does not 

measure up to the way the 

Royal Conservatory of Music 

has married the new with the 

old.  

 

Your Editor was particularly 

taken by some of the spaces 

created.  Most notable was the 

well-known courtyard of 

Massey College.  But there was 

also the charming space behind 

the Max Gluskin House, which 

has been given definition, in 

part, by the adjacent rear of 

Innis College, and has been 

rendered dramatic by the use 

of plates of massive weathering 

steel (or also known by its 

trademark name, COR-TEN 

steel) on the walls of two sides 

of the space.  And then there 

was Philosopher’s Walk itself 

which, in one of its redesigns 

over the years, it should be mentioned, was the work of Michael 

Hough, one of Canada’s prominent landscape architects and a 

graduate of the Edinburgh College of Art. 

 

The overall impression was that all had enjoyed the afternoon, 

despite the heat.  And some confessed to being a little more 

informed about Toronto’s contemporary architecture.  EDUCT 

extends its thanks to Karen Sekikawa for her dedication to her task.  

We note that she is also a part-time photographer and greeting card 

designer.  You are encouraged to check out her web site at: 

http://karensphotography.carbonmade.com/ 

 

 

Miles Glendinning Explores the History of Mass Housing 
by Simon Miles 

 
On 1 August 2011, the Edinburgh College of Art and the University 

of Edinburgh merged.  The Edinburgh School of Architecture and 

Landscape Architecture (ESALA) was one of the beneficiaries of this 

merger.  There had been strong programmes at both institutions.  

ESALA became that much stronger and is currently regarded as the 

best in the UK.  One of the programmes offered by the ECA, within 

the institutional context of ESALA, is that on Architectural 

Conservation.  The programme has a 40-year history of excellence 

in research and practical contributions to architectural conservation.  

Its remit is far-reaching in that it covers many dimensions of the 

built environment.  Currently, the programme is headed by 

Professor Miles Glendinning, who is also Director of the Scottish 

Centre for Conservation Studies at the University.  Miles’ own 

background, following degrees from Cambridge, East Anglia and 

Edinburgh (where he earned his Ph.D. at the Social Policy 

Department), includes 27 years with the Royal Commission on the 

Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland, latterly as Head of 

Architecture.  Miles is an active member of the International 

Committee for the Documentation and Conservation of Buildings, 

Sites and Neighbourhoods of the Modern Movement (which is more 

often referred to by its suitably short acronym DOCOMOMO-

International) and DOCOMOMO-Scotland.  Miles is also the 

author/co-author of numerous books on modern architecture in the 

UK and on the history and contemporary issues of the Scottish built 

environment, including Tower Block (1994), Clone City (1999), 

Scottish Architecture (2004), and Architecture’s Evil Empire? 

(2010). 

 

Given this background, it was hardly surprising that Miles 

Glendinning was invited to deliver the Toronto Society of Architects’ 

2012 Modern Heritage Visiting Lecture, kindly sponsored by ERA 

Architects, the well known Toronto-based firm which has a 

particularly strong reputation in building conservation. 

 

The lecture, titled The Hundred Years War: A Century of Mass 

Housing ‘Campaigns’ Across the World, covered an enormous 

http://karensphotography.carbonmade.com/
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spectrum of projects, all of 

which can be regarded as mass 

housing.  Miles defines modern 

mass housing as “large-scale 

housing programmes backed in 

some way or another by the 

state, built often for lower-

income people but sometimes 

also for middle-income people, 

and whose built form usually 

involves large aggregates of 

buildings laid out in the diverse 

ways allowed for in the modern 

movement – usually also 

involving a degree of 

egalitarianism and repetition”.  

However, as he emphasizes, 

the fact that the schemes are 

backed by the state does not 

necessarily mean that the state 

is the builder.  The state may 

simply offer financial 

incentives, possibly through the 

tax system, as is often the case 

in North American schemes. 

And in a number of countries 

the units may end up in private 

ownership.  Thus the term 

‘public housing’ cannot be seen 

as synonymous with mass 

housing.   

 

The lecture offered an overview 

of his findings to date from an 

ongoing, major research 

undertaking involving an 

analysis, on a global scale, of 

the prime forces giving rise to 

mass housing initiatives, the 

prime instruments used to 

bring about such developments, 

the forms of those 

developments and their general 

effect within the local or 

regional landscape.  

 

Miles notes that mass housing 

has been the subject of little 

such analysis on a global scale 

– something he finds somewhat 

surprising given the enormous 

amount of time devoted to 

debating the issue locally.  

Out of this analysis he hopes to come up with an overall 

synthesizing explanation of this phenomenon of mass housing.  His 

findings to date favour the idea that all such mass housing 

campaigns have been initiated in response to some form of crisis, 

whether anticipated or existing.  He observes that, while a key 

driving force of modern society since the Eighteenth century has 

been the quest for freedom and individualism, the necessary 

counterbalance has been a social and collective ethos.  It is this 

ethos that repeatedly asserts itself in times of crisis and especially 

when the legitimacy or stability of states or societies is called into 

question.  He argues that mass housing has been a central element 

in that collective response to such crises. It is this idea that explains 

the title of his talk and his likening the ongoing development of 

mass housing in different forms to a century of campaigns with 

certain elements in common that justify, in his view, their being 

regarded collectively as a hundred years of war. 

                                                                                           

The overall impression one is left with from his talk is that every 

type of political regime has undertaken mass housing campaigns 

and that the motives vary from a belief in egalitarianism (as in early 

Soviet developments) to a desperate desire to appease the poorly 

housed masses (as in several developing countries), to the 

protection of capitalism from the potential insurgence of 

communism (as in Singapore and Hong Kong), and many other 

variants on this spectrum of motivating forces.  Indeed, one 

suspects that in most instances the appeal of a mass housing 

undertaking is that it may serve to ease several pressure points at 

once. 

 

Equally varied are the ways in which the mass housing has come 

into being.  As already intimated above, some public authorities 

undertake everything from the planning, the financing, and the 

building to the ongoing management (notably in Eastern Europe).  

Others may create an enabling environment through incentives and 

access to financing, whether for private builders or for eventual 

owner-occupants.  In Singapore, most remarkably, 85% of the 

population lives in owner-occupied, high-rise housing.  As Miles 

observes, this has also contributed to social cohesion in a once-

transient society and doubtless this was one of the multiple policy 

objectives driving this undertaking. 

 

With respect to the form of these developments and their general 

effect on the landscape, again there are enormous variations.  Mass 

housing certainly implies mass production and large-scale 

developments.  However, although one can conjure up those images 

of countless, identical blocks marching across a landscape, one can 

also find experiments with architectural styles and streetscapes as 

in some of the British new towns built to house those returning from 

the war to bombed-out residential areas.  

 

The lecture was rich in its analysis and it is impossible to do it 

justice in this short article.  If you are interested in learning more 
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Miles Glendinning (left) and 

Edwin Rowse 

about this research, you should 

Google Miles at ESALA.  It 

makes for interesting reading. 

 

One other delight derived from 

attending this lecture was that I 

discovered that the Principal of 

ERA Architects, Edwin Rowse, is 

also an Edinburgh graduate.  

Indeed, he also has working for 

him a Brendan Stewart, who 

spent an exchange year 

studying landscape architecture 

at the ECA.  The good news is 

that both Edwin and Brendan 

are to be joining EDUCT! 

 

The EDUCT Decennial Fund: 

Status Report 

by James Hunter 

 

The EDUCT Decennial Fund was 

established to mark the 

foundation of the Edinburgh 

University Club of Toronto in 

2002. 

 

We hope to raise £100,000.  

The income from this fund will 

provide financial assistance to 

students who might otherwise 

have financial difficulty in 

taking up a place at Edinburgh. 

 

The University has a set of 

rules for such funds: a fund has 

to reach a minimum level of 

£25,000 for it to vest in 

perpetuity.  The good news is 

that the EDUCT Decennial Fund reached this level over the summer: 

as at the beginning of September the balance in the fund stood at 

£27,098.47.   However, we have a long way to go.  

 

For those of you who intend to support your University and have 

just not got around to it, please give now.  A donation form is 

attached at the end of this newsletter.  You can send a cheque or 

simply provide your credit card details.  In return, the University will 

send you a tax receipt acceptable to the Canada Revenue Agency.  

These receipts may be mere scraps of paper but they have two 

strangely gratifying effects: virtue acknowledged; and, tax 

otherwise payable reduced. 

 

For those of you who have already given – thank you.  A detailed 

report and list of donors (but not exact amounts given) will appear 

in the January 2013 edition of this newsletter.  

 

 

EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund: Update 

by Simon Miles 

 

In our May newsletter I mentioned that the first J. Wreford Watson 

Lecture to be supported by EDUCT will be held on 27 September 

2012.  The speaker, Will Self, the journalist, novelist, broadcaster 

and, as of March this year, Professor of Contemporary Thought at 

Brunel University, will be talking on the subject of ‘Decontaminating 

the Union: Post-Industrial Landscapes and the British Psyche’.  The 

lecture will be podcast. As I plan to attend this lecture, I will provide 

more information about it in the January issue.  I expect to be 

joined by five other donors, from Canada, the USA and the UK,  at 

the lecture. 

 

As I have mentioned before, the Fund is to remain open indefinitely 

and it was very encouraging to have two more generous donations 

recently.  Information on donors will be given in the January issue, 

as is our usual practice. 

 

 

Career Connections Program Seeking Advisers Across Canada 

by Josh Gillespie 
 

 

In 2010, EDUCT worked in conjunction with the University’s Careers 

Service to establish the EDUCT Career Connections Program.  The 

Program provides students and recent graduates access to career 

advice directly from practitioners in various walks of life in the 

Toronto area.   

 

Thanks to a broad swath of expertise offered by Edinburgh alumni in 

the Greater Toronto Area, the Program can provide students and 

recent graduates access to advice in the following areas of 

employment: 
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• Health Management 

• Entrepreneurship 

• Finance and Development of 

Power Generation 

• NGOs  

• Public Policy 

• Accountancy 

• Psychiatry 

• Financial Services 

• Law 

• Information Technology 

• Architecture 

• Project Management 

• Teaching 

 

The interest in the Program has 

increased slowly over time and 

a number of students /recent 

graduates have used the 

service with the aim of seeking 

career advice and in some 

cases finding employment 

directly.  The success of the 

program has presented a 

double-edged sword.  On the 

one hand the popularity of the 

Program demonstrates that it is 

providing a useful service but, 

on the other hand, the demand 

on the service clearly indicates 

that the lingering recession in 

the UK and abroad has forced 

students and alumni to be more 

creative, flexible and 

aggressive in determining their 

career path.  The result is that, 

although the program is only 

up and running in the GTA, 

those using the service are 

feeling the necessity to broaden 

the geographic scope of their 

job search across Canada.  

Those using Career Connections 

as a tool are not exclusively 

Canadians, nor are they looking 

for work just in the GTA.  They 

represent graduates of multiple 

nationalities looking to Canada 

as an economic safe haven and 

are seeking advice on career 

opportunities from Vancouver 

to Montreal.  The Program is 

now addressing the challenge 

of being able to provide a sufficient number of contacts in other 

Canadian cities to satisfy the demand coming from job seekers.  As 

a result we are soliciting for volunteers in Montreal, Calgary or 

Vancouver who are willing to help budding Edinburgh graduates find 

their way to a fulfilling career path. If you are interested in being a 

Career Connections contact, or if you know of an Edinburgh 

alumnus living in these other cities who may be happy to help us, 

please get in touch with Joshua Gillespie at 

joshgillespie@hotmail.com or 416-835-7447. 
 

 

 
C. Douglas Jay Receives Diamond Jubilee Commemorative 

Medal 
 

On 18 June, His Excellency, 

The Right Honourable David 

Johnston, Governor General 

of Canada, was in Toronto at 

a ceremony hosted by The 

Honourable David Onley, 

Lieutenant Governor of 

Ontario, at which they were 

ably assisted by several 

former Lieutenant Governors 

to present medals to 

prominent Ontarians to 

celebrate the Diamond Jubilee marking the sixty years of Queen 

Elizabeth’s reign.  Those honoured at this particular ceremony were 

members of the Order of Canada or of the Order of Ontario.  Our 

photograph shows Douglas receiving his medal from former 

Lieutenant Governor, The Honourable James K. Bartleman, at the 

Roy Thomson Hall.  Douglas says that several hundred Ontarians 

were so honoured that day.  In total, some 60,000 Diamond Jubilee 

Commemorative Medals are to be awarded to Canadians this year.  

Douglas described it a truly gala occasion, with addresses from the 

Governor General and the Lieutenant Governor, military marching 

bands and well-known vocalists serenading the guests. 

 

For Douglas it brought back memories of 1952, his final year at 

Edinburgh, when he was trying to concentrate on finishing his 

doctoral thesis.  Both he and his young wife, Ruth, were very 

moved by the enormity of the challenge facing the young Elizabeth 

upon being called back to London from Kenya, on the death of her 

father, King George VI.  Ruth insisted on taking the bus down to 

London to witness the funeral of the King.  Much as he would have 

liked to accompany Ruth, Douglas put his studies first.   This time 

around, he got to enjoy the celebratory ceremony. 

 

Congratulations Douglas! 

 

 

mailto:joshgillespie@hotmail.com
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Ryan Jacobs 

Colin Garvey 

Ryan Jacobs Rises in the 

World of Fair Trade 

 

When Ryan Jacobs (M.Th. 

1999, Edinburgh) joined EDUCT 

in late 2010 he was a 

Communications Officer with 

the Alumni and Development 

Office at the University of 

Waterloo.  However, shortly 

after that he decided to join 

Ten Thousand Villages Canada, 

the oldest and largest of the 

Fair Trade organizations in 

North America.  He became the 

Director of Finance and 

Operations, which meant he 

had overall responsibility for 

managing the finance, 

information technology, 

distribution, and purchasing 

departments.  He obviously 

impressed the Board of his new 

employer.  Less than one year 

later, in January of this year, 

they made him General 

Manager of the national 

operations.   

 

Ten Thousand Villages is a not-

for-profit programme of the 

Mennonite Central Committee 

of Canada, itself the Mennonite 

relief and development agency.  

Ten Thousand Villages has its 

roots in the work begun by Edna 

Ruth Byler in 1946.   It has a laudable vision: that one day all artisans 

in developing countries will earn a fair wage, be treated with dignity 

and respect, and be able to live a life of quality. 

 

What does that mean for Canadian operations?  As Ryan explains:  

“We pay fair wages and give market access to artisans in developing 

countries who might not otherwise have a market for their products. 

We sell about $16 million of fair trade hand-made crafts, giftware, 

and food products annually through our network of 45 stores across 

Canada, at small travelling sales, and online”. 

 

EDUCT congratulates Ryan.   

 

 

Edinburgh: Reflections on a Fascinating Year 

by Colin Garvey 

 

Your Editor met Colin Garvey at the Edinburgh University’s March 

2011 session for the introduction of prospective students to the 

University.  He was planning to study ecological economics.  I had 

invited him to write an article on his Edinburgh experience and 

naturally expected him to have something to say about the 

fascinating field he was about to enter.  Although things did not turn 

out quite as he had then planned, as you will see, he had a very 

good time anyway.  In a later issue, we hope to hear more about 

where he ended up after Edinburgh.  

 

Almost exactly one year ago I set out on a journey to Edinburgh to 

further my education, broaden my 

horizons and nurse the rumbling 

hunger resonating from the stomach 

of my travel bug.  Initially, I had 

applied, and been accepted, to 

undertake an M.Sc. programme at the 

University of Edinburgh but, given my 

inability to find contentment in 

following a set path, I found myself 

panicking at the last minute.  I decided 

to switch my course to a Postgraduate 

Diploma in Education.  The University, 

to its credit, did not panic: it accepted 

my change of course without 

hesitation.  This, however, did little to 

allay my severe hesitation to board the 

plane that would arrive in Edinburgh 

just 8 hours before that same 

Postgraduate Diploma course would 

commence.  

 

In my first week, although slightly disoriented and overwhelmingly 

exhausted, I quickly realized that the winding streets, numerous 

closes and homogeneous architecture that make Edinburgh so 

unique were the perfect fit for my clichéd, early Twenties, 'lost' 
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perspective on life.  And yet, 

over time, with great personal 

appreciation, Edinburgh has 

also been the city that taught 

me that the more paths into 

the unknown that you venture 

down, the more hidden gems 

and wonderful experiences 

you'll find. 

 

I can now vouch for the 

numerous travel books and 

guides that promote Edinburgh 

as being a 'walking' city.  It is a 

city that becomes more 

interesting and beautiful with 

each wrong turn.  Tourists and 

locals are able to soak up the 

city at its best by merely 

wandering aimlessly.  Such 

excursions have led me to 

hidden museums, into majestic, 

sunshine havens, saved me 

minutes on what would 

otherwise have been mundane 

routine walks to campus, and 

assisted me in sampling some 

of the finest cask ales to date. 

 

There is something for 

everybody in Edinburgh, 

whatever one’s interests.  For 

those looking for a stomach-

ache, you could probably find 

somebody to deep-fry your 

entire week's grocery shop.  If 

your heart so desires, it is 

possible to attend a pub quiz 

every night of the week (and, 

since I have now left, it is 

possible for others to win 

them).  While the quality of 

football may not be the best, 

both Edinburgh teams did 

compete in the Scottish Cup 

Final this year, and the 

atmosphere in the pubs is still 

wonderful for those going to 

watch the English League.  For 

the singers, and possibly the 

deaf, one doesn't have to look 

far to find some quality 

karaoke.  And if the pubs have 

closed there are plenty of buskers available who are more than 

happy to let you join in.  There are seemingly festivals that are 

unparalleled basically every other hour.  I have yet to see a live 

band that didn't cover 'Galway Girl' -- meaning the Irish are always 

in good spirits.  You can skate and you can hike up a mountain 

without leaving the city.  There is more history than any one person 

can handle and, finally, Haggis isn't THAT bad.      

 

Apart from the intriguing layout of the city, and the plethora of 

activities it offers, the experience I had as a student of the 

University of Edinburgh gave me a deeper appreciation of Scottish 

life. The teaching programme required me to spend several periods 

working within Scottish schools in both the public and private 

sector.  This gave me an inside look at the lives across Scotland's 

demographic.  What I found was an array of people, all of whom are 

welcoming, have great spirits and are always willing to lend a 

helping hand, tell a joke, or share a drink.  Edinburgh has become 

my second home.  While it may been hard to take that last step 

boarding the plane a year ago, it was nearly impossible to take the 

one that would see me depart from this amazing place.    

 

 

My First Magnificent Year at Edinburgh 

by Harrison Notkin 

 

Your Editor met Harrison Notkin, a Toronto resident, at the 

Edinburgh University’s March 2011 session for the introduction of 

prospective students to the University.  He was not absolutely sure 

at that time that he would be going to Edinburgh to study law, 

although it struck me that he was set on it.  I invited him to give us 

his impressions of his first year if he did end up opting for 

Edinburgh.  And indeed he did so decide.  And he came through 

with his article. 

 

Edinburgh is a magnificent, vivacious, immaculate, mountainous, 

world-class city – and that’s just for starters!  It contrasts antiquity 

with a modern cosmopolitan city.  There’s great transportation, 

picturesque golf courses and a historic castle.  And, yes, bag pipes, 

whisky and kilts are ubiquitous.  

  

I’m just about to start my second year as a graduate LL.B. student 

at the University of Edinburgh and the first thing that comes to 

mind is what a privilege it has been to study here.  Upon arriving 

from Canada, I had a nervous smile on my face.  I did not know 

what to expect.  Before this, I had never been to Scotland.  All I 

knew of it was what my parents had told me about their experience.  

They had planned to spend 30 days traveling throughout the U.K., 

but instead spent all 30 in Scotland.  They fell in love with this 

place, as have I.  

My first week was brilliant; I could hardly wait to start at the law 

school.  I was living in the residence known as Chancellor’s Court, in 

Pollock Halls.  Apart from the occasional fire alarm I have no 
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Harrison with fellow Norwegian student, Selma Tasmalan,  

in the highlands 

 

complaints.  The in house 

cleaning once a week was not 

too shabby either.  While the 

meals within residence are 

often delicious, I have fond 

memories of my first 

experience at a true Scottish 

pub; I indulged in a meat pie 

and a pint!  I would 

recommend any incoming 

students, regardless of their 

age (although most students 

residing in the halls are 

between the age of 18 and 21), 

to live in the university 

accommodations.  

 

The international aspect of the 

University of Edinburgh has 

made my past year such an 

exceptional experience; many 

students come from outside of 

the United Kingdom.  I have 

made friends not only with local 

students but also with those 

from Thailand, Japan, Israel, 

and Pakistan, to name a few.  

All of them bring a different 

perspective to the discussions 

that have over the past year 

changed the way I look at just 

about anything.  I have made 

what I sincerely hope will be 

life-long friends; I can’t imagine 

my experience would be the 

same without them. 

 

Prior to the University of 

Edinburgh, I attended the 

University of Western Ontario in 

Canada.  I have always been 

very involved with clubs and 

sports.  At UWO I was president 

of the squash club and of an 

environmental club known as 

Viridis.  Edinburgh has not 

disappointed at all; the club 

and sports facilities here are 

fantastic.  I’ve joined the 

squash club, the golf club, and 

the whisky society just to name 

a few.   

 

The professors at the university have all been extremely supportive 

and helpful.  I still remember my first class.  It was contract law.  

The professor, Hector MacQueen, started it off by telling us, “I am 

currently charged with the task of teaching you contract law”.  I 

immediately fell in love with the course.  My other courses 

throughout the year also did not disappoint.  

 

I was persuaded to run for President of the Student Council at the 

Law School. Although I came in second, I have no regrets, having 

learnt a lot about running in an election.  This just furthered my 

wonderful experience at the university.   

 

My past year has been such an amazing voyage that I would do it 

all again in a second.  Any of you who are thinking of coming to the 

university -- just do it.  Do what I did, jump in with both feet and go 

for it.  You may never get another opportunity as worthwhile as this 

one! 

 

 

The Arts and Letters Club of Toronto: EDUCT’s Favourite 

Gathering Place 

by Donald Gillies 

 

EDUCT has benefitted enormously from Donald Gillies’ generosity in 

hosting EDUCT meetings at the Arts and Letters Club.  We thought 

that our members would enjoy hearing more about the history of 

the wonderful place which we have come to call home.  Donald 

kindly agreed to provide us with this introduction to the club. 
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The Great Hall in 1924, showing the 

fireplace without a chimney 

For nine years members of the 

Edinburgh University Club of 

Toronto have enjoyed gathering 

in the unique venue of the Arts 

and Letters Club of Toronto for 

events of all kinds: talks, 

discussions, conviviality in the 

lounge bar, and the Annual 

Dinner in what one 

commentator called the “drop-

dead Gothic splendour” of the 

Great Hall.  

 

Neither the Great Hall nor the 

club building itself is Gothic, but 

it is a common reaction by 

visitors and guests to interpret 

the site in their own terms, 

given the curious, puzzling and 

distinctive range of 

architectural and iconographic 

features of the building.  For 

many the building is the club.  

EDUCT members may have by 

now formed their own image of 

the club, reflecting on other 

buildings and spaces that they 

know and comparing them to 

the club.  After living and 

studying in Edinburgh, we have 

many possibilities to generate 

our individual interpretations; 

for me, it is the Tudor 

Parliament Hall, built in 1639, 

in Parliament House on the 

Royal Mile in Edinburgh, 

sharing the square with St. 

Giles’ Cathedral, which is my 

link from the known space to 

the unknown.  The undoubted 

charm and appeal of the club 

arises from its spatial and 

visual uniqueness, 

unexpectedly tucked into Elm 

Street, just off busy Yonge 

Street in the downtown core of 

the city. 

 

The building is properly St. 

George’s Hall, built in 1891 by 

the St. George’s Society of 

Canada, founded in 1834 to 

promote British traditions in 

Canada.  One 

architectural writer 

described it as a “late 

Victorian 

smorgasbord.”  The 

Arts and Letters Club 

became a tenant in 

1920, twelve years 

after its foundation, 

having rented several 

other spaces, all in 

downtown Toronto.  

Soon afterwards, it 

set about 

reconfiguring the 

interior, principally the Great Hall, considered by some as Tudor in 

period, hence my Edinburgh association, with a huge baronial 

fireplace below a tall Gothic window. Members like to stand with 

guests admiring the fireplace and awaiting the question, “But where 

does the smoke go?”  It was the architects’ “architectural conceit” to 

conceal the flue to rise up one side of the window.  No member 

seems to remember which side.  The club bought St. George’s Hall 

in 1986, a home of its own at last. 

 

Over the years EDUCT members have come to know and enjoy the 

board room, the library, the studio, the stage in the Great Hall, and 

the LAMPSroom, which is named after the club’s founding 

disciplines: Literature, Architecture, Music, Painting and the Stage.  

As EDUCT members will have noticed, this summer the lounge bar, 

another favourite space, underwent its latest update.  

 

Such updates of the club’s spaces are not straightforward.  

Members cherish the history and fabric of the building, sensitive to 

all the traditions it represents and evokes.  A few years ago it was 

announced that the windows in the Great Hall were to be cleaned 

after many years of collecting Toronto grime.  Protests ensued: how 

could the rich patina, redolent of days and nights of plays, concerts, 

dinners and wood smoke, be done away with?  But it was, and the 

windows are once again acquiring a patina for another generation of 

members to share. 

 

When the Arts and Letters Club was founded there were a number 

of private clubs in Toronto that figured in the social, business and 

political life of Toronto.  All were for men. Clubs for the arts 

professions were also in place: for musicians, journalists, writers, 

architects, painters, illustrators, and other visual artists in various 

media.  As Margaret McBurney, the first female president, wrote in 

her excellent centenary history,  “What really set the club apart … 

was how it brought together the professional and the amateur, the 

artist and the patron, the traditional and the modern.  The club 

sought out and promoted artistic differences – all in an effort to 

create a culture for English Canada.  Which indeed it did.  From its 

very beginning, non-professionals enjoyed sharing lunchtime chats 
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Augustus Bridle, the 

Founder in 1908, and 

President for 1913-14, 

by Wyly Grier 

Boar’s Head procession, 1970 

with musicians, writers, artists, 

architects, dramatists and 

critics”.  It never became an 

“upholstered club” and remains, 

in the words of Augustus Bridle, 

founder and traditionally Fellow 

Member Number One, “a 

shirtsleeve democracy.”  The 

late club president Jim Parr was 

fond of insisting that at a club 

lunch or dinner the food was 

free: you paid for the 

conversation. 

 

Visiting celebrities often joined 

the members to share in the 

spirited conversations and 

cultural diversions offered at 

the club, a tradition that has 

continued for over a century.  A 

striking instance occurred in 

1944 when the renowned 

African-American actor and 

musician Paul Robeson, 

unwelcome in then racist 

Toronto’s restaurants, was a 

guest at the club.  On another 

memorable occasion in 1992, 

former Prime Minister Pierre 

Elliott Trudeau, invited to a 

quiet lunch away from the 

media, was amused by the 

Great Hall exhibition of member 

and former Auditor-General Maxwell Henderson’s collection of 

political cartoons, including those of which he was the subject.  

 

Conversation is constant at the club, whether it is at the TGIF 

weekly luncheon – no agenda, just chat – or the many other 

gatherings.  Each discipline’s “table” has its regular lunch meeting: 

the Literary Table and the Music Table weekly, the Architects Table 

and Writers Table monthly.  On Fridays after work there is the 

open-ended LAMPSlab, a time and space set aside for creative 

members to meet other members and share their art.  Later on 

Fridays, Ad Lib takes over the studio with a programmed event 

about one or more of the arts, and once a month Jammin’ On the 

One, our adventure in improv, sketch comedy, and stand-up, takes 

over.  The Painters’ Studio is open on Sunday, Wednesday, and 

Friday.  On some weekday evenings there are Club Nights and 

Members’ Dinners with a presentation by a member or a prominent 

guest from the cultural community.  Every three weeks a new art 

exhibition is opened in the Great Hall. 

 

Single events, such as Doors Open, Nuit Blanche, the Elm Street 

Party, the long-running Spring Revue, and the annual Open House, 

bring members, guests and the public together in the club.  

Traditional seasonal celebrations are popular: an Easter buffet lunch 

with children, their parents and grandparents; Christmas lunches 

with carols and all the 

trimmings; and early in 

December the Boar’s 

Head Feast, based on 

medieval tradition in 

which a stylized boar’s 

head, accompanied by 

a roast of beef and a 

turkey, no longer the 

real thing but all papier 

mâché, is borne aloft in 

procession into the 

Great Hall, with a 

Knight Templar, 

Warden, Sergeant-at-

Arms, two Beefeaters, 

candle-bearing Footmen, and a Jester in attendance, followed by 

the board of directors, as the choir salutes the boar’s head, singing  

 

The boar's head in hand I bear, 

Bedecked with bays and rosemary  

I pray you, my masters, be merry. 

Quot estis in convivio.   

Caput apri defero,  

Reddens laudes Domino. 

 

There are three more verses, designed to induce appetite and good 

cheer in all on a winter’s night.  Members are draped in the 

distinctive tabard of their discipline.  When the boar’s head has 



EDUCT News  September 2012 

{13} 

The eighth person, in the centre of the photograph, is Barker 

Fairley, a professor of German literature and of art criticism at 

the University of Toronto, who was also a famous Canadian 

painter, but not one of the Group of Seven. This photograph was 

taken in the club’s premises on Court Street, just before it 

moved to Elm Street. Vincent Massey, President 

1920-22, by Fred Varley 

Anne and Ed Mirvish on the 

club’s steps, 1975 

reached its position of honour 

on the High Table, set up on 

the stage, the feast begins and 

continues into the night.  It is 

said that the club has 

maintained this tradition longer 

than any other group in North 

America.  A remarkable 

experience for all. 

 

Club membership has 

comprised all disciplines and 

interests in the last 104 years. 

Various members of the Group 

of Seven joined over the years, 

and their memory and art is 

venerated in the club for 

putting Canada on the 

international stage after their 

first exhibition in the club in 

1920.  A sample of other 

eminent members: the Nobel 

Laureates Frederick Banting 

and John Macleod, the first 

Canadian Governor-General 

Vincent Massey, former Ontario 

Lieutenant-Governor Lincoln 

Alexander, Northrop Frye, 

Marshall McLuhan, Christopher 

Plummer, Edwin “Honest Ed” 

Mirvish, Elwy Yost, and 

hundreds more. 

 

But wait: where are the women? 

Although women were never 

explicitly denied membership, 

neither were they admitted until 

1985, ten years after Anne 

Lazare-Mirvish discovered she 

could not come to the club to hear 

her husband Ed speaking at a 

luncheon.  She organized a small 

picket-line, alerted the media, and 

the slow process of changing the 

composition of the club began.  

Today, women form a slight 

majority of the membership.  

They have included Maureen Forrester, Betty Oliphant, Joyce 

Wieland, Rosemary Aubert, Kay Kritzweiser, Jayne Eastwood, 

Catherine Nasmith, and Anne Lazare-Mirvish herself.  

 

Today, members range in age from 18 to 103.  After the age of 90 

annual dues are halved; there are 26 members in this group.  The 

several categories of membership are: a one-year honorary 

membership for each of the five LAMPS disciplines for a 

distinguished practitioner; life membership with no fees due after 

45 years; student membership; spousal membership at half price; 
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Undershaw: under threat no more.  

Photo courtesy of The Telegraph 

 

professional membership; 

resident membership; and, 

non-resident membership (over 

50 kilometres).  

 

Reciprocal membership 

overseas is offered in London at 

the Arts Club, the Chelsea Arts 

Club and the Savage Club; in 

Belfast at the Ulster Arts Club; 

in Dublin at the United Arts 

Club; in Glasgow at the 

Glasgow Art Club; and in 

Edinburgh at the Scottish Arts 

Club in Rutland Square, off 

Shandwick Place at the West 

End and close to the Usher Hall 

in Lothian Road.  In North 

America it is offered in 

Washington, DC, at the Arts 

Club of Washington; in Chicago 

at the Cliff Dwellers Club; in 

New York at the National Arts 

Club and the Salmagundi Club; 

in Rochester at the Rochester 

Art Club; and in Boston at the 

St. Botolph Club. 

 

The club’s website can tell you 

a great deal more: 

www.artsandlettersclub.ca. I 

would be glad to provide any 

specific information to EDUCT 

members, including a visit and 

tour. 

 

I look forward to continue 

serving as club host to EDUCT 

(at 30 per cent off room 

rentals) and I hope that you 

might consider membership, 

with me as your sponsor.  

 

For this note I have drawn on 

The Great Adventure: 100 

Years at The Arts and Letters 

Club (2007), with the kind 

permission of its author and 

Fellow Member Margaret 

McBurney. 

 

Editor’s Note:  EDUCT thanks the Arts & Letters Club for the use of the 

images reproduced above. 

 

 

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s House Saved from Conversion 

 
 

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, an Edinburgh graduate and creator of that 

most famous of detectives, Sherlock Holmes, had the pleasure of 

designing his own house, “Undershaw”.  The house was built on four 

acres of wooded land in Hindhead, in Surrey, with beautiful views 

overlooking the South Downs.  He had been moved to build largely 

in the belief that living in the country would help his wife, Louise, 

with her tuberculosis.   Regrettably, after moving in, in 1897, they 

lived there only nine years before Louise died.   He then sold the 

house in 1907.  It is where many of his many famous books were 

written, including The Hound of the Baskervilles.   

 

In recent years the 

house had fallen into 

disrepair and vandals 

have done 

considerable damage.  

It was sold to a 

developer who 

intended to convert it 

into several separate 

dwellings and to erect 

more in the grounds.  

This raised the ire of 

local and global networks of admirers of Conan Doyle.  The 

Undershaw Preservation Trust was created in 2009 by a Conan 

Doyle scholar, John Gibson, and a massive campaign was mounted 

to prevent the conversion from proceeding.  On 30 May the Royal 

Courts of Justice ruled that the Waverley Borough Council had erred 

in issuing planning permission for the conversion.  In Holmsian 

language, the errors on the part of the local council were described 

as elementary.  Now the challenge is to raise the money for the 

restoration of the house to serve as a museum and tea rooms, and 

to support its upkeep.  It should prove to be a major tourist 

attraction in that, in addition to its own history, it is surrounded by 

National Trust land.   If you are an ardent fan of Holmes, and have 

some spare cash, or even if you are just curious, you will find more 

information at http://www.saveundershaw.com/  

 

EDUCT thanks Geoffrey Rose for the lead to this story. 

 

 

 

http://www.theartsclub.co.uk/
http://www.chelseaartsclub.com/
http://www.chelseaartsclub.com/
http://www.savageclub.com/
http://www.ulsterartsclub.com/
http://www.dublinarts.com/
http://www.dublinarts.com/
http://glasgowartclub.co.uk/
http://glasgowartclub.co.uk/
http://artsclubofwashington.org/
http://artsclubofwashington.org/
http://www.cliff-chicago.org/
http://www.nationalartsclub.org/
http://www.nationalartsclub.org/
http://www.salmagundi.org/
http://www.rochesterartclub.org/
http://www.rochesterartclub.org/
http://www.artsandlettersclub.ca/
http://www.saveundershaw.com/
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Detail of the stamp celebrating 

Sir Chris Hoy’s win in cycling 

 

Katherine Grainger with her 

double skulls partner Anna 

Watkins 

Eric Liddell 

Edinburgh Grads on Royal 

Mail’s Olympic Stamps 

 

Geoffrey Rose, EDUCT’s 

philatelist in residence, has 

informed us that all of the UK’s  

gold medal winners in the 

Olympics were featured on UK 

postage stamps.  The Royal 

Mail was producing the stamps 

as soon as the winners were 

announced and, living up to its 

reputation for next-day 

delivery, actually had the 

stamps on sale the day after 

the win.  Edinburgh grads 

featured among those 

portrayed were Sir Chris Hoy, 

for his two more golds for 

cycling (making six after his 

last three in Beijing in 2008 and 

his first gold in 2004), and 

Katherine Grainger for her win 

in the double skulls.   The 

victory was particularly 

precious for Ms. Grainger since 

she had won a silver medal in 

each of the three previous 

games.  Hoy also had won a 

silver in 2000.  The total of seven Olympic medals made him the 

most successful British Olympian ever.  

 

 
Famous Alumni 

 

Eric Liddell had to be our choice for this column for this Olympic 

edition.  Since he has received so much excellent coverage recently, 

this profile will be short.  It draws upon a number of sources but 

one excellent one, to which the reader is referred, is the article by 

Edd McCraken that was written for Edinburgh University’s Edit, of 

Summer 2012, which you doubtless still have at hand.  

Of particular interest to Edinburgh alumni is that this summer the 

University announced that a major funding drive is being launched 

to establish the Eric Liddell High Performance Sports Scholarships.  

The intent is to ensure that student athletes at Edinburgh will be 

better able to cope with the demands of competing at the highest 

level, no matter what financial circumstances they face, and thus be 

given every opportunity to realize their full sporting potential.  Two 

of the University’s current Olympians, cyclist Sir Chris Hoy, MBE, 

and rower Dr. Katherine Grainger, MBE, will be helping to raise the 

funds.  Both credit the support they received from the University as 

being key to them winning their collective haul of eight Olympic 

medals.  The announcement of the scholarships was made on the 

occasion of the visit to the University of Liddell’s eldest daughter, 

Patricia Russell, who lives in Canada.  

 

Eric Liddell was born in China, in 1902, to parents who were 

missionaries.  At the age of six he was sent, 

with his eight-year old brother, Robert, to 

board at Eltham College in South-east 

London.  He excelled at sports at school and 

in 1921 he joined his brother at Edinburgh 

University, where he studied Pure Science.  

On the rugby field he played for the 

University’s First XV and even the Scottish 

national team.  On the track, he ran the 

100 yards, setting a new British record in 

1923 of 9.7 seconds.  This record stood for 

the next 35 years.  His time over 220 yards 

was 21.6 seconds. Not surprisingly, he was 

selected for the British team at the 1924 

Olympics in Paris. He had made it clear, several months ahead of 

the Olympics, once he had seen that the heats for the 100 metres 

race were to be on a Sunday, that he could not compete in that 

event.  So he was entered for the 400 metres and the 200 metres.  

In the 400 metres he broke both the Olympic and World records 

with a time of 47.6 seconds and took the gold.  In the 200 metres 

he took the bronze.   
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Liddell was the University’s first 

Olympic hero.  His triumph has 

been immortalised in several 

books, documentaries and the 

feature film, Chariots of Fire.  

Parenthetically, it is worth 

noting that Ian Charleson, the 

star of that film who played 

Liddell, was also an Edinburgh 

graduate.  Charleson died at 

the age of forty.  He had 

requested that it be announced 

after his death that he had died 

of AIDS so that he might bring 

much-needed attention to this 

disease.  His was the first high 

profile celebrity death that was 

openly attributed to AIDS. 

 

After graduating in 1924, with a 

B.Sc., Liddell returned to China 

in 1925 to take up missionary 

work.  In 1934 he married 

Florence MacKenzie, of 

Canadian missionary 

parentage. They had three 

daughters.  In 1941 they 

decided that it would be best if 

Florence left for Canada with 

the children, even though Eric 

felt he had to stay on.  He was 

interned during the War by the 

Japanese and died in a prison 

camp on 21 February 1945 of a 

brain tumour that was 

doubtless exacerbated by 

overwork and poor food. 

 

Editor’s Note: EDUCT thanks 

Geoffrey Rose for suggesting 

this alumnus. 

 

 

Graeme Morton’s New Book 

on Scottish Identity 

 

Graeme Morton, Ourselves and 

Others: Scotland, 1832-1914, 

Edinburgh: Edinburgh 

University Press, 2012. 320 

pages. 

Graeme Morton, an EDUCT member, is the Scottish Studies 

Foundation Chair and Director of the Centre for Scottish Studies at 

the University of Guelph.  He has been a prolific producer of books 

on Scottish history and identity in Scotland.  His latest book is a 

revised and updated volume in the New History of Scotland Series, 

replacing Checkland’s much loved Industry and Ethos (EUP, 1980).  

Graeme’s new book provides insights into what it meant to be a 

Scot and what forged that identity in Victorian Scotland.  With so 

many Scots on the move across their country and into the near and 

far diaspora, this volume examines ‘us and them’ to deliver an 

account of the blended nature of Scottish society through the 

transformations of the industrial era from 1832 to 1914. 

 

Where previous histories of this period have focused on industry, 

this book takes a closer look at the people who helped to form 

Scottish identity inside and outside of the nation, in politics, culture, 

religion and government. 

 

Graeme shows that identity was a key element in explaining 

industrial Scotland, charting the interplay between the individuals 

and their society, merging the histories of the 

Scots, the Scottish nation and other nationalities 

within Scotland.  It places much emphasis on 

such factors as the weather, land ownership, 

transportation, sport, leisure, consumption and 

the material culture of childhood. 

 

Thanks to Graeme, the book can be purchased by 

EDUCT members for a discount that is available 

until 31 December 2012, if ordered directly from 

Edinburgh University Press.  The discounted price 

for the hardback is £55.50 and the paperback is 

£16.99.  The discount code, which you will need, is 6JG.  For more 

information, visit Edinburgh University Press at 

www.euppublishing.com or call them at +44-131-650-4218. 
 

 

 
 

Are you a fan of Scottish writing? 

 

Do you enjoy reading novels and non-fiction by Scottish authors?  

How about books about Scotland or Scots?  If so, EDUCT would 

welcome your views and opinions for publication in EDUCT News.  

Please contact the EDUCT News Editor, Simon Miles at  

simon-miles@sympatico.ca  

 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

Our Treasurer reports that EDUCT's accounts, as of 31 August, 

2012, show a balance of $4,280.92. 

 

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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MEMBERSHIP DUES  

Annual membership fees are 

due in January of each year. If 

you have not yet renewed for 

this year, please send your 

cheque, for $35, payable to 

EDUCT, and marked 

“membership”, to our 

Treasurer, Mr. Chris Valley Ban, 

at: 205-100 Oriole Parkway, 

Toronto, ON M5P 2G8. Your 

promptness in this regard 

greatly lightens the load on our 

volunteer Board and is thus 

much appreciated. Thank you, 

in advance, for your payment.  

 

 

Tell us your news 
 

EDUCT News is always looking 

for interesting alumni stories 

and news.  We are happy to 

hear about what’s new with 

you!  Whether you have just 

returned from an interesting 

trip or have a memory you wish 

to share with your fellow 

EDUCT Members, we would 

love to hear from you. 

 

If you have a something you 

would like to share, please 

contact the EDUCT News Editor, 

Simon Miles at 

simon-miles@sympatico.ca 

 

 

Friends of EDUCT  

 

Friends of EDUCT by virtue of 

the generosity they 

demonstrated when, as non-

members, they donated to the 

University of Edinburgh through 

an EDUCT-initiated special 

fund.

 

 
Our thanks go out to: 

Neena Jain for graphic design and layout. 

 

 

 

Board of Directors 

 
We invite your comments and suggestions at any time. Please feel free to 

contact any member of the Board of Directors with your comments and 

suggestions: 

 
Toni McGregor 

President, 

BA 1978), 905.637.9015 

tonimcg@cogeco.ca 

 
Chris Valley Ban 

Treasurer, 

(M.Sc. 1990), 416.489.2011 

chrisban@bell.net 

 

Margaret Reid 

Immediate Past President 

and Membership Secretary, 

(BA 1978), 905.637.9015 

educt.margaret@yahoo.ca 

 
Joshua Gillespie 

Past President, 

(MA Hons 1994, MBA 1998), 416.835.7447 

Josh.Gillespie@algonquinpower.com 

 
Simon Miles 

Past President 

(MA Hons 1962), 416.466.8793 

simon-miles@sympatico.ca 

 
Paul Bradley 

Past President and Communications, 

(BSc Hons 1982), 416.464.9771 

pbradley@frasermackenzie.com 

 
James Hunter 

Past President and Chair, Decennial Fund Committee 

(MA Hons 1973), 416.236.2595 

jameshunter236@rogers.com 

../../../../../../Documents%20and%20Settings/Documents%20and%20Settings/fbruce/My%20Documents/Downloads/simon-miles@sympatico.ca
mailto:tonimcg@cogeco.ca
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Carlyle Circle Members in 

Canada 

 
EDUCT wishes to acknowledge the 

generosity of alumni and friends of 

the University of Edinburgh who 

have decided to leave a bequest to 

the University in their wills. They 

are recognized by the University 

as Carlyle Circle members. We 

extend our gratitude to each of 

them. If you are a member of the 

Carlyle Circle or know of such 

members, you are encouraged to 

contact us.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Promoting Your Event 

 
If you are organizing an event or participating in an activity that 

would be of interest to fellow alumni in the GTA, please get in touch 

with our Communications Officer, Paul Bradley:  

pbradley@frasermackenzie.com.   

 

You may also join us on LinkedIn or Facebook to submit your 

information directly to participating members through these networks. 

 

 

 

The Story Behind EDUCT 

 

“EDUCT” is intended to form the acronym for the Edinburgh University 

Club of Toronto.  

 

“Educt” is a word which means, in the language of chemists:  

“A body separated by decomposition from another.”  

 

In addition, there is “e-duct”, an electronic channel, which seems 

appropriate for all of our members receiving EDUCT News via e-mail. 

 

Are You On Our List? 

  

We know of over 170 graduates in the Toronto area. As of 30 Sept 2012, we have 99 members.  If you 

would be interested in joining EDUCT, please do not hesitate to contact the EDUCT President or the Club 

Treasurer.   

 

 

 

EDUCT News is published three times a year in January, May and September. Please send submissions or 

ideas for articles to the Editor: simon-miles@sympatico.ca 
 

mailto:pbradley@frasermackenzie.com
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?mostPopular=&gid=1782533&trk=myg_ugrp_ovr
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