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My two-year term 
as EDUCT 
President is 
coming to close.  I 
have enjoyed this 
time very much 
for the 
opportunities it 

has afforded me to get to know 
some of you better.  I have been 
constantly amazed at the depth 
and breadth of life experiences of 
our members and have thought 
more than once about the need to 
write a social history of the club.  

 

I would like to acknowledge the 
work of the other members of the 
EDUCT Board, and thank them for 
their invaluable support. In 
particular, I would like to thank Liz 
McBeth for her contributions as 
Vice-President and 
Communications Director.  

 

My term as EDUCT president will 
end formally at the AGM on 
Sunday 10 June, after which we 
will celebrate the new Presidency 
and enjoy our Toronto Society of 
Architects tour of city centre 
cultural landmarks.  I encourage 
you to participate in both events.  

 

I wish you all an enjoyable and 
relaxing summer and look forward 
to seeing you at our fall events, 
the highlights of which include Ian 
Duncan’s presentation, on 23 
September, on asking animals 
what they feel, and Sir Tim 
O’Shea’s visit in late October or 
early November. 

 

Margaret Reid 

 

Upcoming Club and Alumni Events 
 
 

Annual General Meeting and Architectural Tour 
 

When 
 

Sunday, 10 June 2012, 11:30 am – 1:00 pm for AGM 

Where 
 

Details 

The offices of Fraser Mackenzie, 48 Yonge Street, Toronto 

Please bring lunch.  Coffee and tea provided.  AGM to be followed, at 1:30 pm, with a tour 
of modern buildings of cultural and academic institutions, guided by the Toronto Society of 
Architects.  For those not attending the AGM, please assemble outside the Gardiner 
Ceramics Museum on the east side of Queen’s Park, just south of Bloor Street West.  The 
tour will also take us to the ROM, the Royal Conservatory, the Bata Shoe Museum, and 
various buildings on the campus of U of T along St. George, and end up at College and 
University Avenue at 3:30 pm.  Cost for the tour is $18.33, inc. tax, to be paid at time of 
tour.  There are only 20 spaces, so book soon.   

RSVP Please pre-register via pinng notice sent out on 11 May, or call / e-mail Margaret Reid, 
educt.margaret@yahoo.ca, 416-697-2807 

 

Asking the Animals What They Feel 
 

When 
 

Sunday, 23 September 2012, 1:30 pm – 4:00 pm 

Where Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto 

Details Ian Duncan, Ph.D., will be our speaker.  Dr. Duncan is Professor Emeritus and Emeritus 
Chair in Animal Welfare at the University of Guelph.  He will talk about the methods for 
“asking” farm animals what they feel about the conditions in which they are kept and the 
procedures to which they are subjected.  For more information on this talk, see the article 
on page 13 of this newsletter. The cost is $15 each. 

RSVP Simon Miles, simon-miles@sympatico.ca, 416-466-8793 

Sir Tim O’Shea, Vice Chancellor and Principal of the University of 
Edinburgh to Visit Toronto 

 

When 

 

Late October or early November 2012. 

Details Sir Tim will be accompanied by Kirsty McDonald, the new Director of Development, who will 
join Edinburgh’s staff in July.  The University, with the assistance of EDUCT, will organize a 
reception for alumni.  Invitations will be sent out by the University nearer the time. 

RSVP Toni McGregor, tonimcg@cogeco.ca, 905-637-9015 
 

The 2013 Burns Nightcap 
 

When 
 
Thursday, 24 January 2013, 6:30 pm  - 10:00 pm (the day before Burns) 

Where 
 

The Duke of Kent, on Yonge Street, east side, at Roehampton Avenue, just north of Eglinton 
Avenue East.  Parking underground across Yonge, or surface lot on Roehampton. 

Details All are part of the entertainment.  Ian Duncan promises another star performance.  . 
RSVP Margaret Reid, educt.margaret@yahoo.ca, 416-697-2807 

 

Upcoming Club and Alumni Events continue on page 2 
 

Membership fees for 2012 were due in January. 
If you have not yet renewed, please see page 26 for details. 

 

Message from the President 

 

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni  
in Toronto? Please pass this newsletter on to 

anyone who might be interested. 
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Ian McGregor delivers 
the Selkirk Grace 
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EDUCT Curling Funspeil 

 

When 
 

One Saturday in February 2013, 3:30 pm for 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm ice time 
 

Where Leaside Curling Club, on Millwood at Laird 

Details This is tentative.  We have to wait until August to see whether we can book ice time from 
the City.  Likely cost, based on previous years, is $20 each.  Watch for details re. clothing 
and footwear.  Allow time for drinks afterwards.  Emily Bain-Donofrio will again be our 
guide to interpreting the rules. 

University of Edinburgh Applicants Session 
 

When 

 

One weekday evening in March 2013 

Where Central Toronto 

Details The University is the organizer of this information session for would-be Edinburgh students.  
As in past years, EDUCT will provide some speakers to talk about their experiences at 
Edinburgh.  Recent graduates and alumni are particularly encouraged to step forward as 
speakers.  All alumni welcome.  Invitations will be sent out by the University nearer the time. 

RSVP Toni McGregor, tonimcg@cogeco.ca, 905-637-9015 

 
 

Burns Supper in the Storm 
by Toni McGregor 

 
It takes more than bleak, blustery, blizzardy weather to keep 
Edinburgh alumni away from a party!  And so it was that the Duke 
of Kent saw 33 alumni and guests arrive on Thursday, January 19, 
to celebrate EDUCT’s 8th annual Burns supper.  Some notable 
absences meant that our evening had to be somewhat improvised, 
but never let it be said that Edinburgh alumni are not up to any 
challenge. 
 
Ian McGregor kicked the evening off 
with his Selkirk Grace, memorized 
earlier in the day, but long forgotten 
after his first pint.  With lots of help 
from the assembled crowd, it was duly 
recited.  Graham Ferguson, who has 
always piped in our haggis, was in 
Holland, and a CD of pipe music refused 
to be played on the in-house player.  
So, two wonderfully kilted laddies and 
one lovely lady paraded the haggis 
around the room to the sound of much 
clapping, hooting & hollering – a poor, 
but rousing substitute for the pipes!  
Thanks to Barry McKay and Ian 
McGregor for the escort and many 
thanks to the lovely Kim Bradley for her 
effervescent parading of the haggis and for actually keeping it on 
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Barry McKay enthuses over 
Christine Gude’s Louse 

Barry McKay fights off the 
Sassenachs 

Bill Middleton recites his 
splendid Immortal Memory 

the platter.  Barry considerately 
lent Kim a hand in the 
conservation of the haggis with 
a ferocious waving of his sword, 
all of which was supposedly to 
keep the hungry Sassenachs at 

bay.  Liz McBeth then stood to 
address the haggis – or rather, 
to address a reasonable 
facsimile thereof.  Liz is a 
vegetarian and felt politically 
and ethically compelled to 
address a meatless haggis.  Her 
address was hilarious.  And, not 
surprisingly, she took unseemly 
delight in sinking Barry’s sword 
into the belly of our “meaty” 
haggis. 
 
During dinner, Fionna Ferguson 
had prepared a quiz on Guid 
Scots word definitions which 
kept everyone busy trying to 
remember the language.  An 
almost perfect score won the 
prize for the foursome of Robin 
McLernon, James de P. Hunter, 
Jim Hunter and Simon Miles.  
Simon thanked his team mates 
and credited his rise, from last 
year’s depths of last place to 
the top, not to what he knows 
but to whom he knows.  As he 
observed: a very good reason 
to send your children to 
Edinburgh! 
 
Barry entertained us again after 
dinner with songs and poetry.  

His rendition of “To a Louse”, for 
which he enlisted the help of 
Christine Gude as the young lady 
at church on whose hat Burns 
espied the louse.  Little did she 
know that she would, with her 
head companion, be the subject of 
one of Burns' poems, on how we 
see ourselves, and how we think 
other people see us.  Regrettably, 
the weather had kept Ian Duncan, 
our perennial poet, from joining 
us, but we eagerly anticipate his 
return next year.  (Absence makes 
us grow fonder Ian!)  Following 
that was a wonderful tribute to 
the Immortal Memory from Bill 
Middleton.  For this, our very own 
Rev. received a very irREVerent 
book looking at Scots/English 
enmity.  And while Barry worked up 
a thirst with all his singing & reciting, EDUCT rewarded him with a 
can of Irn Bru (Scotland’s other national drink) to quench his thirst. 
 
Then Paul Bradley stood to toast the lassies.  He had taken great 
pains to research all the disciplines of the lady guests in attendance 

and had tributes from Burns for the 
Linguists, the Geographers, the 
Architects and more.  Fortunately, we 
were able to persuade him to publish 
this epic (see below).  Madeleine 
Lefebvre stood to reply very sweetly to 
his words and ended by turning the 
tables a wee bit and offering the laddies 
a Red, Red Rose all of their own. 
 
We ended the night with a loud chorus 
of Auld Lang Syne and bid the bard a 
guid nicht! Many thanks to all who came 
out and made it such an enjoyable 
evening.  Mark your calendars for next 
year – Thursday, January 24, 2013. 
 
 

Editor’s Note: EDUCT thanks Toni McGregor for having organized 
this splendid evening. 
 
As noted above by Toni McGregor, we were able to convince Paul 
Bradley to submit his well-researched contribution to our Burns 
evening to peer review.  To make him feel he is not being picked 
on, we have also published Kim Krenz’s article on his Burns night 
experience in Peterborough. 
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Paul Bradley toasts the lassies 

The Toast to The Lassies 
by Paul Bradley 

 
Good evening.  It is with 
considerable trepidation that I 
stand before you to give the 
Toast to the Lassies.  
Researching this toast, I read on 
the Internet: “The humorous 
highlight of any Burns Night 
comes in the toast to the lassies, 
which is designed to praise the 
role of women in the world 
today.  This should be done by 
selective quotation from Burns' 
works and should build towards a 
positive note. Particular reference 
to those present makes for a 
more meaningful toast.”  
 
I must explain that I am an 
engineer.     
 
And this quotation has phrases 
perfectly designed to strike cold, 
dread, fear into the heart of any 
applied scientist – “humorous 
highlight”,  “role of women” 
“selective quotation from a poet”  
- we do little to none of this at 
the Kings Buildings!  It may even 
be against the rules? 
 
And, I follow in the footsteps of 
those both older and wiser than 
me and with a growing 
appreciation of the fine line that I 
need to follow in performing this 
task successfully. 
 
Having suitably lowered your 
expectations let me begin. I 
stand before a room of very 
accomplished people, more 
specifically very accomplished 
women and most specifically of 
all, Edinburgh-educated lassies: 
geographers, philosophers, 
architects, doctors, psychologists 
and students of languages, 
history and literature. 
 
Burns has a deserved reputation 
as a ladies’ man and a poet of 

love, both bawdy and true, but he also wrote on a wide range of 
intellectual, political and human interests.  He drew on an equally wide 
variety of images and views of the human condition.  Whilst not shy of 
taking advantage of women, either in his life or in his poems, and of 
getting what he could, he does not often deride women nor present 
them in a negative or downtrodden light.  Women are the great quest 
and conquest, and even worthy adversaries and, often, partners in the 
quest of life and love – to wit: “we climb the hill tegither”. 
 
So, what would Burns have to say to the women in this room today – 
not as potential lovers, but as people with a passion for geography, 
philosophy, architecture, psychology, history and literature - as people, 
who happen to be women, who also share his intellectual passions. 
 

To the lassies educated in the language of the French, and my research 
tells me there are at least two of you here who studied French at 
Edinburgh, Burns would share your love of the gifts that France has 
given the world.  Burns wrote of his admiration of the French 
Revolution and the freedom it brought to men and women.  In the 
stanza I am going to read, the Tree refers to both the Tree of Life and 
to garlanded trees set up in many Scottish towns during periods of 
Reform agitation.  
 
Burns and I toast our French Scholars with... 
 
Liberty, The Tree 
Auld Britain ance could crack her joke, 
And o’er her neighbours shine, man, 
But seek the forest round and round, 
And soon ‘twill be agreed, man, 
That sic a tree can not be found, 
Twixt London and the Tweed, man. 
Without this tree, alake this life 
Is but a vale o’ woe, man. 
 
Although Burns acknowledges the contemporary political model of 
France, his true amour was Scotland: the land, the banks and braes 
and, because it is Burns, the lassies who live in the hills and valleys and 
beside the rivers and streams. 
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For the geographers here’s a 
toast … 
 
Yon wild mossy mountains 
Not Gowrie’s rich valley, nor 
Forth’s sunny shores, 
To me hae the charms o’ yon 
wild, mossy moors: 
For there, by a lanely, 
sequestered stream, 
Resides a sweet Lassie, my 
thought and my dream. 
 
Amang thae wild mountains shall 
still be my path, 
Ilk stream foaming down its ain 
green, narrow strath; 
For there, wi’ my Lassie, the day-
lang I rove, 
While o’er us, unheeded, flee the 
swift hours o’ Love. 
 
Within the assembled company 
of Edinburgh-educated lassies 
there are, psychologists, 
healthcare specialist, speech 
therapists, social workers and 
doctors. As we’ve just heard, 
Burns wrote often of Scotland’s 
landscape.  He less frequently 
but just as poignantly wrote of 
Scotland’s sons and daughters, 
those vulnerable in society, and 
the healing arts of the daughters 
in particular…  
 
On the Birth of a Posthumous 
Child, born in peculiar 
circumstances of Family-
Distress 
Sweet flow’ret, pledge o’ meikle 
love,  
And ward o’ mony a prayer,  
What heart o’ stane wad thou na 
move,  
Sae helpless, sweet, and fair.  
 
November hirples o’er the lea,  
Chill, on thy lovely form:  
And gane, alas! The shelt’ring 
tree,  
Should shield thee frae the 
storm.  
 
May He who gives the rain to 
pour,  

And wings the blast to blaw,  
Protect thee frae the driving show’r,  
The bitter frost and snaw.  
 
May He, the friend o’ Woe and Want,  
Who heals life’s various stounds,  
Protect and guard the mother plant,  
And heal her cruel wounds.  
 
Burns clearly understood the impulse, and the empathy, of the 
caregiver, and I’m sure would have joined me in that toast to you – the 
healers. 
 
These talented Edinburgh women include a lone architect – and, yes, 
Burns has words that show us he saw the role of the architect aligned 
with images of straightness, trueness, order and creation: 
 
I toast our architect with... 
 
The Farewell. To the Brethren of St James’s Lodge, Tarbolton 
May Freedom, Harmony and Love 
Unite you in the grand Design, 
Beneath th’ Omniscient Eye above, 
The glorious Architect Divine! 
That you may keep th’ unerring line, 
Still rising by the plummet’s law, 
Till Order bright, completely shine,  
Shall be my Pray’r when far awa’. 
 
And in my romp through the professions and Burns I find these next 
words a fitting tribute to the lassies educated in the Arts – in literature, 
philosophy and history: 
 
Prologue spoken by Mr Woods 
Where every science- every nobler art- 
That can inform the mind, or mend the heart, 
Is known; as grateful nations oft have found 
Far as the rude barbarian marks the bound. 
Philosophy, no idle pedant dream, 
Here holds her search by heaven-taught Reason's beam; 
Here History paints, with elegance and force, 
The tide of Empire's fluctuating course; 
Here Douglas forms wild Shakespeare into plan, 
And Harley rouses all the god in man. 
 
And finally to all the women, I raise my glass and toast you as lovers 
who could keep pace and probably best Burns in love– as in all your 
other endeavours. 
 
To the lovers... 
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Kim Krenz earned his Ph.D. from 
Edinburgh, in Chemical Physics, 
in 1955.  He was an ICI 
Research Fellow at the 
Department of Natural 
Philosophy.  He then followed a 
career primarily in nuclear 
physics in Canada.  He is now 
retired and living in Lakefield, 
where he writes a column for 
The Lakefield Herald.  This 
article, reproduced with kind 
permission of The Lakefield 
Herald, appeared in January this 
year. 

 

Thou Fair Eliza 
Not the bee upon the blossom, 
In the pride o' sinny noon; 
Not the little sporting fairy, 
All beneath the simmer moon; 
Not the Poet in the moment 
Fancy lightens in his e'e, 
Kens the pleasure, feels the 
rapture, 
That thy presence gies to me.  
 
And, now if you can all stand and 
raise a glass... 
 
To The Lassies!  
  
  

“Rabbie” Burns 
by Kim Krenz 

About this time last year I was 
writing about Robert Burns, a 

hero of Scottish and English literature, who, on January 25, 1759, 
was born in Ayrshire, Scotland to a self-educated tenant farmer.  I 
have since often thought of him, for Scotland has played a large 
part in my life.  He has been brought colourfully to mind again, 
recently, at the January meeting of PROBUS, the Lakefield chapter 
of a national organization for senior retired people. 
 
The meeting was dedicated to Burns, and those who attended 
entered wholeheartedly into the celebration, wearing bonnets and 
tartans of every hue and clan.  The traditional haggis was served, 
and Rabbie’s poetry, much of which has become enshrined in our 
culture, was read aloud in broad “Scots.”  Everyone agreed 
afterwards that it had been a rewarding experience.  Similar 
celebrations have taken place this month all over the world, 
wherever the Scots have made their mark. (And where have they 
not?)     
           
Who was this man, who holds, even today, so powerful a grip upon 
the imagination?  Thomas Carlyle, who maintained that human 
history is merely the collected biographies of the heroes of every 
age, selected Burns as being the hero of his times, having an 
indefinable quality that was instantly recognized by everyone who 
met him.  There was an honesty and directness in his every thought 
and word that went to the heart. 
 
Walter Scott, who met Burns when Scott was in his teens, wrote of 
the poet, “His person was strong and robust; his manners rustic, 
not clownish, a sort of signified simplicity which received part of its 
effect perhaps from knowledge of his extraordinary talents…the eye 
alone, I think, indicated the poetic character and temperament.  It 
was large and dark and literally glowed when he spoke with feeling 
or interest.” 
 
Rabbie Burns was a big man, as many Scots are; and big men 
sometimes have big feelings.  Burns was no stranger to physical 
emotions and ribaldry.  Among his many literary accomplishments 
he is credited with some of the bawdy, but delightfully funny, verses 
of The Ball of Kiriemuir, which begins with the quatrain: 
 
              “Four and twenty virgins 
                           Came down from Inverness.  
                           And before the ball was over, 
                           There were four and twenty less.” 
 
There used to be a story going around Edinburgh that Burns kept a 
ledger with the names of all the ladies that had borne him children. 
Once a year he would give out a gift of money to each of them.  He 
once could not find the name of a certain Elizabeth Carmichael in 
his ledger when she came to be paid.  “Och, Rabbie!” she cried “De 
ye no mind the lovely twins I bore ye?”  “Och, twins!” says he, and 
reaches for a second ledger. 
 
As great a man as he was for the ladies, he was also their champion 
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Dr. Jack Costello, centre, is welcomed by Simon 
Miles and C. Douglas Jay 

for women’s rights.  Far ahead 
of his time, he called attention 
to the inequality of women that 
was taken for granted in the 
Britain of those days. 
  
And he was never at a loss for 
words. When he had become a 
household name in literature, 
he was paid a visit at his 
cottage in Alloway by none 
other than the famous Lord 
Byron.  Byron found him 
sweeping the walk before his 
cottage, and broke forth with  
“Put up your broom, you 
Scottish loon, Lord Byron 
passes by !”  To which Burns 
unhesitatingly replied “There’s 
room to pass, ye British ass, 
between the wall and I!” 
  
He was a hero of his time. 
 
 

Jack Costello on John 
Macmurray: a Contemporary 
Scottish Philosopher of Social 
Influence 
by C. Douglas Jay 
 

 
Dr. C. Douglas Jay, C.M., 
decided to pursue his doctoral 
studies at Edinburgh because 
he was so impressed with the 
work of John Macmurray.  After 
receiving his doctorate, in the 
Philosophy of Religion, in 1952, 
Dr. Jay eventually became the 
leading figure in the creation of 
the Toronto School of Theology, 
a unique federation of seven 
theological colleges and 
faculties - three Roman 
Catholic, two Anglican and two 
Protestant - within the 
University of Toronto.  He is 
now Principal Emeritus of 
Emmanuel College, at Victoria 
University, within the University 
of Toronto. 

Father Jack Costello, 
President of Regis 
College (Jesuit) of 
the Toronto School of 
Theology, University 
of Toronto, is the 
author of the 
definitive biography 
of the famous 
Scottish philosopher, 
John Macmurray.  On 
4 March, Dr. Costello 
kindly provided thirty 

EDUCT members with a comprehensive survey and analysis of the 
life, work and influence of Macmurray.  Macmurray held the chair in 
Moral Philosophy at Edinburgh University from 1944 to 1958 and is 
regarded by many as the last significant contributor to the Scottish 
philosophic tradition.  He was well known for his influence on the 
Left in Britain from the ‘Twenties to the ‘Forties, especially through 
his teaching at Balliol College, Oxford, and later at University 
College, London, where Macmurray became Grote Professor of Mind 
and Logic from 1928 to 1944.  At Oxford, one of his students was 
Hugh Gaitskell, who would later teach economics at University 
College, London (while Macmurray was there), and then go on to 
lead the Labour Party.  More recently, Macmurray is acknowledged 
for his influence on Tony Blair.  
 
Less well known but no less important for us was his influence on a 
Canadian group called the Fellowship for a Christian Social Order 
which, when Macmurray met with them in Canada in the 1930s, 
included theologians, philosophers, biblical scholars and, most 
notably, Eugene Forsey, the famous political scientist.  Forsey had 
been a student of Macmurray’s at Oxford and was instrumental in 
his being invited to Canada.  This group had met Macmurray at 
meetings in Ontario and Quebec, and published a book called 
Towards The Christian Revolution.  The chaos and suffering caused 
by the Great Depression in the early ‘Thirties had prompted many to 
question the moral foundations of Western liberal capitalist 
societies.  In this book, from the vantage point of several 
disciplines, they argued that Christianity is essentially and 
intentionally revolutionary, and must either lead the then-present 
demand for a new economic order, or perish with the old order. 
 
Dr. Costello drew upon both Macmurray’s published works and 
much other unpublished documentation reflecting ways in which his 
ideas were incarnated in his life and role in society.  Macmurray's 
own most definitive statement is found in the two volumes of his 
Gifford Lectures, given at the University of Glasgow in 1953 and 
1954.  In the first, The Self as Agent, Macmurray sees the present 
situation as the crisis of the personal, and therefore the emergent 
problem of philosophy is that of the form of the personal.  In these 
lectures he undertakes to develop a new approach to this problem.  
As Macmurray saw it, Western philosophy in the past has conceived 
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Four former students of Macmurray: C.Douglas Jay; Eileen Jarman; 
Joyce Ferguson; and Donald Gillies 

the self either as a substance, 
where the analogy is with the 
substantiality of a material 
thing, or as an organism, where 
the analogy is with the 
structure of a living thing. In 
Macmurray's view, we can 
never arrive at an adequate 
understanding of the self by 
way of such analogies, but 
must consider the self directly 
as a person, for to be personal 
is its distinctive characteristic.  
Indeed, it is claimed that we 
come to form an understanding 
of the substantial and the 
organic only by abstracting 
from the personal, which 
includes the other two.  But the 
personal must not be seen as 
an isolated individual, 
withdrawn from active relation 
with other selves in society. 
 
In this first volume, Macmurray 
argues that the centre of 
gravity in philosophy must be 
transferred from thought to 
action.  His philosophy is 
concerned therefore with the 
self as agent, and attempts to 
substitute "I do" for the 
traditional "I think" as the 
centre of reference.  In the 
second volume, Persons in 
Relation, he argues that 
philosophy was set off on the 
wrong foot by Descartes.  Man 
is not primarily a thinker but 
one who acts - an agent - and 
thus becomes personal.  His 
philosophy ends the solitariness 
of the "thinking self", sets man 
firmly in the world which he 
knows, and so restores him to 
his proper existence. 
 
In Persons in Relation, 
Macmurray applies this idea of 
the personal to a wide range of 
concrete human experiences.  
He explores psychology, 
morality, art, science, society, 

economics, politics and religion, and the universe as a whole. It is a 
pioneering work, which strives to restore substance to philosophy 
when it had become primarily analytical, and make it again an 
authentically intellectual aspect of the search for the real. 

Dr. Costello concludes that ethics is at the heart of it all.  The focus 
on the personal is both inclusive of all else (the mechanical and the 
organic) and challenges all social forms that base themselves on 
merely mechanical or organic models for thinking about and acting 
on human persons in society.  They impoverish us, deny our full 
human being and full calling in our efforts to build new community.  
We are not just consumers or technicians.  We are human persons, 
and the demands of authenticity have everything to do with the 
thrust towards deeper equality, freedom and mutuality in the 
direction of full universality, nothing less. 
 
That is why a provocative summary of Macmurray’s social ethics is 
so compelling and prophetic: all competition (mechanical) is for the 
sake of cooperation (organic) and all cooperation (organic) is for the 
sake of community (personal).  This is akin to what Protestants 
have called the Social Gospel and continues to be vindicated today, 
as neo-con (neo-liberal) theory, policies, programmes and practices 
wreak so much havoc in contemporary western society.  Costello 
concludes that this is the best of Christian reflection, as valid today 
as when Macmurray expressed it, and in keeping with early 
Christianity.  We are a planetary people, called to help build a 
community of freedom, justice and mutuality.  For Macmurray, this 
is what it means to be reasonable, and authentically human. 
 
Editor’s Note: EDUCT thanks Dr. Jack Costello for the generous gift 
of his time and thought in providing what was for most of us our 
first introduction to the work of John Macmurray.  We also thank C. 
Douglas Jay for this article. 
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Robbie Willis: superb spin 

Mariana West and recent 
graduate Neena Jain 

Robin McLernon welcomes new 
graduate, Juneeja Varghese 

President Margaret Reid (right) 
takes time out with Edith Lorimer 

The University Gives Another 
Splendid Presentation to 
Prospective Students 
 
Robbie Willis, of the 
University’s International 
Office, and Mariana West, of 

the Development and Alumni 
Office, were in Toronto on 13 
March, as part of the annual 
tour of major cities in North 
America aimed at providing 
information to prospective 
students.  Although there were 
about a dozen EDUCT members 
on hand to provide additional 
information and tales of 
experiences of living in 
Edinburgh, the majority of the 
audience of sixty-plus people 
was made up of the prospective 
students.   

The University has this road 
show well honed and they 
clearly impressed the would-be 
students.  The information is 

presented with welcome clarity and succinctness, and at just the 
right pace.   Everything from the town setting to degree and course 
options, and the details of accommodation options, banking, visas, 
costs and much more was laid out very clearly and with a sense of 
humour.  EDUCT members who spoke about their experiences 
included Margaret Reid, EDUCT’s current President, and recent 
alumni Robin McLernon, Lisa Ricci 
and James de P. Hunter.  Robin 
brought a good dose of levity to 
the session with her tale of a 
rooftop party that was not nearly 
as wild as the neighbours had 
assumed following their sighting 
of the first knife-wielding 
student.    
 
An extensive question period 
covered a variety of issues, such 
as access to the local health service, the ability to stay on for a 
while after graduation, the setting up of a bank account on arrival, 
and the transferability of one’s Canadian driver‘s licence. 

 
 

EDUCT’S Celebrates its Decennial Year  

 
EDUCT turns ten this year and at that tender age, when it comes to 
planning a party, one naturally thinks cake.  And so it was that, 
thanks to Paul Bradley, we all got to eat cake at our Annual Dinner.  
We also had a very good meal from the chef at the Arts & Letters 
Club, thanks to our host Donald Gillies, and a series of speakers 
that kept EDUCT President Margaret Reid busy orchestrating a 
seemingly seamless script.     
 
The evening featured two 
prominent speakers.  In addition 
to Richard Hunt, who was our 
main speaker for the evening, 
we were very fortunate to be 
joined by Mary Bownes, Vice-
Principal, External Engagement, 
at Edinburgh, who gave a 
fascinating update on 
developments at our alma 
mater.  Their talks are 
covered in the next two 
articles. 
 
In addition, Simon Miles took the opportunity to thank all donors to 
the EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund (see article below) and 
introduce members to a magnificent book by Professor Charles 
Withers at Edinburgh, whose talk on Geography to us in 2008 had 
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Ten years in the making.... 

Richard Hunt 

....this cake didn’t last five 
minutes.  All Treasurers are 
into cutting these days and 
Toni McGregor shows how 
much they relish it. 

inspired the launching of that 
Fund.  The book – Scotland: 
Mapping the Nation - is 
reviewed later in this 
newsletter. 
 

Jim Hunter also took the 
opportunity to introduce our 
new fundraising initiative: the 
EDUCT Decennial Fund.  More 
on this initiative appears in 
Jim’s article below. 
 
About that cake: despite its 
very alarming colours (courtesy 
of our University!), our 
Treasurer Toni McGregor 
managed to get plenty of 
takers for it. 

 
 
 

Richard Hunt Delivers Powerful Message on Medical Research 
by Simon Miles 

 
Richard Hunt, our lead speaker at our Annual Dinner, is Professor of 
Medicine and Gastroenterology at McMaster University and a faculty 
member of the Farncombe Family Digestive Health Research 
Institute in Hamilton. 
 
Richard, a graduate of Edinburgh, is a global authority in his field of 
gastroenterology.  His objective was to leave us with a big picture 
message: that medical research is suffering from a lack of 
appropriate commitment and support from government, the 
pharmaceutical industry and the academic community.  Judging by 
the feedback on the talk, he succeeded in getting his point across.  
He achieved it in a most informative and stimulating way. 
 
Although Richard’s talk was titled “Science, Society and the 
Gastroenterologist: the Influence of Politics, Pharma and 
Professors”, he reached beyond gastroenterology to medicine in 
general and, indeed, to scientific research in general.  In essence, 
Richard took us from scientific research in Darwin’s time to today, in 
a way that highlighted the pressures on, and the shortcomings of, 
the three major sets of players -- government, business and 
academia – who shape the nature of that research and thus the 
benefits for society. 
 
His first major message was that the nature of scientific research 
has changed over time, and not for the good of society.  He went 
back to Darwin’s time simply to 
enable us to better understand 
what is going on today and where 
we could be going in the future.  
For Darwin and others of the 
Eighteenth and Nineteenth 
centuries, science was driven by 
the curiosity and passion of the 
scientist.  New knowledge was 
generated through creativity and 
innovation but with an emphasis 
on the former.  Since these two 
terms are central to Richard’s 
thesis, it is useful to define them.  
By creativity, Richard means the 
generation of new ideas or concepts or new associations of the 
creative mind between existing ideas or concepts.  By innovation, 
Richard means a new way of doing something with existing 
knowledge that, whether it brings change of an incremental, radical 
or revolutionary nature, is likely to be commercially successful.  
Today, by contrast, Richard sees the emphasis on innovation, with 
less attention to investing in the generation of new knowledge.   
 
His second major message, which flows from the first, is that the 
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Richard made them think 
 

status of the scientist in society 
has declined dramatically.  
There are many factors at work 
in this regard.  There certainly 
has been an explosion of 
scientific information.  The 
upgrading of technical colleges 
to universities has generated 
larger numbers of students but 
they are students who are 
better equipped to pursue 
innovation rather than 
discovery.  The popular media 
do a poor job of reporting on 
science to the lay public.  The 
monetary rewards for scientists 
as compared with those in jobs 
that require little commitment 
to study – entertainment, sport 
etc. – have also declined.  Most 
fundamentally, however, 
because of the poor grasp on 
the part of politicians of the 
value of science, there has 
been a steady erosion of 
funding of science by 
governments.   
 
Richard’s third major message 
is that the responsibilities for 
the shortcomings of today’s 
situation rest with all three of 
his major players, and that all 
three can take action to ensure 
that society will gain greater 
benefits from science in the 
future. 
 
Richard observes the 
universities, in responding to 
decreased government funding, 
are becoming more like 
businesses.  Indeed, because it 
is so hard to generate 
significant grant monies for 
basic research, they are 
tending to create spin-off 
companies to capitalize on 
innovations but with less 
creative knowledge to build on 
in the future.  Their professors 
are increasingly required to 
specialize in research, or 

teaching or administration, as opposed to embracing all three.  
Faculty time with students is declining, as is student study time.  
Today, he sees the university hiring practices being driven by the 
need to fill certain gaps and meet measurable performance goals 
rather than the need to encourage and support the passion and 
curiosity of the scientist.  Moreover, the quality of the conclusions of 
research papers has deteriorated as papers become more prolific 
and are increasingly characterized more by regurgitated findings of 
previous papers.   
 
Looking at the pharmaceutical industry, Richard observes an 
enormous change in the last 25 years.  More emphasis on 
shareholder value has led to more mega-mergers, fewer scientists 
on corporate and indeed executive boards, and the route for 
physicians needing to contact company scientists no longer being 
through an R&D or Medical Dept but through the marketing 
departments.  The increased cost of drug development (up to $1 
billion for a single drug to reach market) has meant that unless 
there is a sign of a blockbuster commercial product down the road, 
further research is likely to be abandoned.  (Richard mentioned that 
two major companies – GSK and AstraZeneca – have withdrawn 
from research in the neurosciences, despite the great, unmet 
medical need for drugs in this field.)  The industry has increasingly 
suffered from a poor public image: it needs to be seen to be 
developing drugs for minority needs and for developing countries.  
But the industry also needs more protection of its patents if it is to 
be scientifically and commercially healthy … which is essential for a 
healthy society. 
 
Richard is dismayed at the prevalence of belief-based policy that 
guides governments in their pursuit of and funding of medical 
research, especially given the huge sums involved.  He is concerned 
that there is an unrealistic confidence in management to sort out 
our health care needs and all that that implies by way of research.  
He observes that there is an over-reliance, on the part of health 
care management to seek guidance from business consultancies 
with little or no experience or understanding of health care.  He 
wonders why society does not challenge this approach.  
 

So what can be done to 
increase appropriate 
investment in research 
and improve its 
contributions to society?   
 
Richard suggests that 
universities need 
incentives to pursue 
discovery, and to produce 
graduates with 
appropriate training for 
their different roles in the 
future of both creative 
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Vice-Principal Mary Bownes 
 

research and the innovative 
application of knowledge.  
Professors must be encouraged 
and supported to build student 
interest in basic research and 
align that research with the 
needs of clinicians and unmet 
clinical needs.  And those 
students must emerge 
equipped to adapt to an ever-
changing operating 
environment. 
 
The pharmaceutical industry 
needs to get more medical 
scientists back in the board 
rooms, it needs better 
protection for its patents, and it 
needs to develop better 
relations with the likes of the 
Gates Foundation to extend a 
further and more visible 
commitment to meeting the 
needs of the developing world. 
 
However, both the universities 
and pharma will need the help 
of governments to bring about 
these changes.  Governments 
need a long-term planning 
perspective that will reflect the 
priorities of society and 
recognize and be supportive of 
the roles of both universities 
and pharma in realizing those 
priorities.  The three players 
need to sit down and work 
together.  All three, but 
especially governments, need 
to think about global 
collaboration on medical 
research (along the lines that 
enabled the world to tackle the 
problems of the ozone layer, for 
example).  
 
It was a talk very rich in 
insights and ideas.  It is 
impossible to do it justice in 
this summary.  It is getting at 
an issue of profound import for 
the health and prosperity of 
society.  EDUCT thanks Richard 

for the generous gift of his time and wisdom in helping to make this 
another memorable dinner. 
 
 

Vice-Principal Mary Bownes Joins EDUCT for Decennial Year Dinner 
by Simon Miles 

Professor Mary Bownes, Edinburgh’s Vice-Principal, External 
Engagement, very generously took time out of her hectic schedule 
to join EDUCT guests at our Decennial Year Dinner.  She brought us 
lots of good news and, not surprisingly, encouraged us to continue 
our support of the University in various ways. 
 
The good news is that the University is just about to achieve its 
very ambitious target of 350 million pounds for it recent five-year 
fund-raising campaign.  They are wisely waiting for a healthy six-
figure donation to enable them to declare victory with flare.  
However, the bad news is that the respite from fund-raising will be 
short.    In order to remain at the cutting edge of research and 
provide a great student experience, universities cannot depend 
upon government funding.  This puts a spotlight on student fees.  
Although the Scottish Government decided some time ago not to 

charge students 
domiciled in 
Scotland, the UK 
Government has 
insisted that 
English and Welsh 
universities have to 
charge their 
students up to 
9,000 pounds per 
year.  (The 
situation in 
Northern Ireland is 
still being debated.)  
Edinburgh decided 
it had to increase 
fees for students 

coming from the rest of the UK to make up this shortfall in funding, 
as there will no longer be government funding for students at 
Edinburgh from the rest of the UK.  The University might have 
experienced a major drop in applications from the RUK, as it is now 
known, yet this never materialized.  Since the RUK accounts for 
around 50 percent of the university students at Edinburgh, this was 
a great relief. 
 
What are some of the things the newly-acquired funds are 
supporting? Two current academic priorities for Edinburgh are 
regenerative medicine and neurodegenerative diseases.  Other 
recent high priorities have been the construction of new buildings, 
such as that for the Edinburgh Centre for Carbon Innovation 
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Ian Duncan aboard the HMS 
Warrior in Portsmouth where he 
received the inaugural UFAW 
Medal for Outstanding 
Contributions to Animal Welfare 
Science 

(formerly Edinburgh Centre on 
Climate Change) and the 
Informatics Building, and the 
refurbishing of older buildings, 
such as the main library in 
George Square and, of course, 
the much-welcomed finishing of 
the Old College quad. 
 
On the delivery of education 
programmes, Mary mentioned 
that the University is currently 
testing on-line courses and 
putting in place collaborative 
agreements with some foreign 
universities to provide for joint 
doctoral degrees. 
 
In preparing itself for its next 
campaign, the University is 
enhancing its capacity to raise 
funds.  One consideration is the 
organization of the themes.  
The plan is to focus on four 
themes.   
-- Research - especially on 
global issues with respect to 
which the University should be 
able to bring solutions to the 
market place. 
-- Bursaries and Scholarships. 
-- Heritage, Culture and Sport - 
such as the restoration of the 
iconic McEwan Hall, which is 
suffering badly from a leaky 
roof and other structural 
problems, but which also offers 
great potential in the opening 
up of its hitherto unused 
underground vaults.  While this 
could cost 30 million pounds, it 
sounds as though it will 
produce a very exciting new 
space in Edinburgh. 
-- Capital Projects.  
 
A second consideration is the 
improvement of its data on 
alumni.  Not surprisingly, it is 
hard to keep track of them.  
This is an area in which EDUCT 
members can, with little effort, 
be of immense help: Mary 

encouraged all of us to try to hunt down our friends from university 
days and provide the University with their coordinates. 
 
On another note, Mary also encouraged us all to offer to talk to 
recent graduates who may be seeking advice on career options, 
something EDUCT has been facilitating through its Career 
Connections Programme. 
 
The feedback on Mary’s remarks is indicating that her presence at 
the dinner was greatly appreciated.  Mary, thank you for coming! 
 
 
 

Asking The Animals What They Feel: upcoming talk by Ian Duncan 
 
Ian Duncan is well known to his 
fellow EDUCT members as a 
wonderful performer of Burns’ 
works.  But his day job is even 
more serious.  He is Professor 
Emeritus and Emeritus Chair in 
Animal Welfare at the University of 
Guelph.  In his research, he is 
developing methods of “asking” 
farm animals what they feel about 
the conditions in which they are 
kept and the procedures to which 
they are subjected.  He got into this 
field after having completed both a 
B.Sc. and Ph.D. at Edinburgh.  His 
doctoral studies, at the Poultry 
Research Centre (PRC), Edinburgh, 
dealt with a topic of frustration and 
conflict in the domestic fowl.  He 
was thus one of the first people to 
bring a scientific approach to 
solving animal welfare problems.  
He continued to work at the PRC 
on welfare topics in poultry for 20 
years until he emigrated to Canada 
in 1989.  He has published more 
than 150 scientific papers, most of which are connected to animal 
welfare.  Last year, to celebrate Denmark taking over the 
Presidency of the European Union, a special conference on animal 
welfare was organized in Brussels and Ian was one of two non-
Europeans invited to give a lecture.   
 
His talk to EDUCT will focus on the ways in which scientists are able 
to “ask” animals what they feel.  This ranges from simple preference 
tests to the more complex measuring of the strength of the animal’s 
motivation to obtain something that is rewarding like food or a 
sexual partner, or to avoid something that is aversive.  Dr. Duncan 
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Professor Cairns Craig 

One of the illustrations from 
Professor Cairns talk: Edzell Castle, 
Angus, with its symbolic garden 
decorations 

will show how this can be done 
with examples involving 
chickens, turkeys, rainbow 
trout, cats, pigs and horses.  
This knowledge about how 
animals feel is enabling us to 
design environments and 
procedures that prevent 
suffering and promote pleasure.  
 
Make a note of the date of his 
talk: Sunday, 23 September 
2012, from 1:30 to 4:00 pm at 
the Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm 
Street, Toronto.  The cost is 
$15.00 for members and 
guests. 

 

Cairns Craig talks on “Gardeners, 
Physicians, Philosophers: 
Scotland, Empire, 
Enlightenment” 
by Simon Miles 
 

Professor Cairns Craig was on 
faculty at the Department of 
English Literature, at the 
University of Edinburgh, for 
many years...and Head for six 
years, when it had a five-star 
rating.  (Remarkably, the 
Department of English 
Literature embraces Scottish 
Literature.)  Six years ago he 
went to the University of 
Aberdeen, to serve there as 
Head of the Research Institute 
of Irish and Scottish Studies.  
His remit seems to embrace all 
things Scottish and Irish that 
he fancies getting into and it 
gives him considerable freedom 
to travel.  Fortunately, this 
enabled him to be in Toronto, 
on 29 March, to give a 
fascinating talk to the Celtic 
Studies group at the University 
of Toronto.  Seven EDUCT 
members attended the talk 
and, based the positive 
feedback I received, it seemed 

worthwhile providing a few personal observations on what he had to 
say.  
 
I was very impressed by the talk, which was titled "Gardeners, 
Physicians, Philosophers: Scotland, Empire, Enlightenment".  It 
displayed something of Professor Craig’s intellectual reach and, in 
this instance, his ability to knit together different sets of 
developments in gardening, medicine and philosophy and show their 
bearing on the central theme of the Scottish Enlightenment.  
Professor Craig puts the origins of that period before the political 
Union of 1707, in the activities of Scots exiles in Holland and 
France.  It is generally considered to have flourished from the 1720s 
into the early 19th century and to have contributed to the 
beginnings of the modern era.  Cairns Craig surprised a good 
number of us in the audience with his statement that the notion of 
the Scottish Enlightenment is really a new one that began to be 
talked about in 1967 and only seriously in the 1980s, when it began 
to displace Burns and Scott as the primary topic of Scottish cultural 
research.   
 

As late as 1900, few saw such figures as 
David Hume and Adam Smith as being of 
importance to an understanding of Scottish 
culture.  They have seemingly grown in 
stature as they have become recognized 
for having been part of a great movement.  
And the movement only became 
recognized as such when North Americans 
rewrote Scottish history and exported this 
rewriting back to Scotland, where it found 
a very receptive audience, in part because 
it reaffirmed Scotland’s centrality to the 
development of the modern world.  Burns 
and Scott had made Scotland the source of 
nineteenth-century romantic literature; as 

their reputations faded in the latter part of the twentieth century, 
the reputations of Hume, Smith, Ferguson and Reid began to 
suggest a different route by which Scotland had shaped the modern 
world.  
 
Cairns Craig gave us a good 
picture of what was going on in 
the time that is now known as 
the period of the Scottish 
Enlightenment by referring to 
developments in gardening, 
medicine and philosophy.  In 
essence, Scotland coped with 
the political Union of 1707 by 
infiltrating both the UK and the 
Empire by building institutions 
based on Scottish models.  The 
Scottish dominance in gardening 
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was for me the great eye-
opener.  It seems that Scottish 
gardeners were so much sought 
after in England that there was 
even a move to place a ban on 
them.  Scots had established an 
international network of plant 
hunters/collectors and they fed 
these plants to the growing 
collections of the imperial 
botanical gardens in such 
places as the Caribbean, 
Calcutta, Sydney, and even 
British Columbia, where the 
botanic garden of UBC was 
founded by John Davidson from 
Aberdeen in the 1910s.  The 
link between the botanic 
gardens and medicine is largely 
founded on those gardens 
being used for the development 
of drugs and to contribute to 
the training of doctors.  Over 
ten thousand doctors were 
produced in Scotland between 
1750 and 1850.  (Oxbridge 
produced only 1,000 in the 
same period.)   But due to the 
Royal Society of London's ban 
on the employment of Scottish 
doctors in London, many of 
these doctors went out across 
the world...indeed many 
became plant collectors.  And, 
as we know, they founded a 
good number of medical 
schools (with more botanic 
gardens attached). 
 
On the philosophy front, Cairns 
Craig introduced us to the 
feuding between the followers 
of two philosophers, the 
religious Thomas Reid and the 
‘atheistical’ David Hume.  This 
lasted a long time and was 
carried on in North America.  
But Norman Kemp Smith, 
Professor at Princeton from 
1906 to 1916 and then 
Professor of Logic and 
Metaphysics at Edinburgh from 
1919 to 1945, reinterpreted 

Hume’s philosophy in a way that brought the two schools together.  
This not only helped Hume's reputation enormously but, more 
importantly, allowed Hume and Reid to be considered not as 
antagonists but as co-contributors to a larger movement: the 
Scottish Enlightenment. 
 
The importance of that movement was enhanced, in the 1960s, by 
American sociologists, who looked to trace the origins of their 
science to Scotland, and saw Scottish thinkers as both the shapers 
of the American Declaration of Independence (which Jim Hunter 
wrote about in the January 2012 issue of this newsletter) and as 
providing the foundation of modern American social science.  If the 
USA represents the world of modernity, and Scots had been so 
crucial to its development, then it was clear to some that the Scots 
had, in fact, been responsible for the creation of the modern world – 
the Scottish invention of the modern world became, after Arthur 
Herman’s book on the Scottish Enlightenment, a topic of debate 
both in Scotland and internationally. 
 
There was a lot more that Professor Craig had to say.  For me, the 
intellectual contribution of this brilliant talk was in the way such 
different pursuits as gardening, medicine and philosophy were 
brought together and shown to be part of a greater cultural 
evolution.  To end on a note of very good news: Professor Cairns 
Craig has very kindly agreed to talk to EDUCT on another visit to 
Toronto in 2014.  So watch this space!  In the interim, you may be 
inclined to explore some of his work, by Googling him. 

 

 

EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund: Date for J. Wreford Watson Lecture 
Announced 
by Simon Miles 

 
As I reported in our January newsletter, thanks to your generous 
contributions, the EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund (EGCF) has 
made its second milestone -- of an endowment of 35,000 pounds.  
The Fund will remain open indefinitely so that those of you who 
would like to continue to give to the Institute of Geography have a 
vehicle that makes this easy.  However, with EDUCT’s fund-raising 
efforts now shifting to the EDUCT Decennial Fund, which is 
described by Jim Hunter in another article, the EGCF will be entering 
a period of relative quiescence and thus growing more slowly.  That 
said, we still have some outstanding commitments to the Fund and 
another generous commitment was made recently.  
 
In January, I indicated that we would continue to keep you informed 
of developments with the EGCF and related activities at Edinburgh.  
As we were going to press, Professor Charles Withers, of the 
Institute of Geography, confirmed that the first J. Wreford Watson 
Lecture to be supported by EDUCT will be held on 27 September 
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2012.  The speaker will be Will 
Self, the journalist, novelist, 
broadcaster and, as of March 
this year, Professor of 
Contemporary Thought at 
Brunel University, where he is 
expected to contribute to 
courses in several disciplines, 
including human geography, 
urban planning and journalism.  
Anyone reading this who is 
interested in attending this 
lecture and some other possible 
associated activities in 
Edinburgh is encouraged to 
contact me by e-mail simon-
miles@sympatico.ca 
or phone 416-466-8793.  This 
should facilitate planning.  
Further information will follow 
as plans unfold at Edinburgh.  
In addition, Professor Withers 
hopes to be able to announce 
the first recipient of the 
scholarship shortly. 
 
Incidentally, as I noted at our 
Annual Dinner this year, 
Professor Withers, with two of 
his colleagues, has recently 
written his latest book – 
Scotland: Mapping the Nation.  
It is a magnificent work.  It is 
reviewed later in this 
newsletter.  I can assure those 
of you interested in Scotland or 
in the making of maps that you 
will find this book fascinating.   
 
 

The EDUCT Decennial Fund 
 

by James Hunter 

 
The Edinburgh University Club 
of Toronto was founded in 
2002. The Board of Directors of 
EDUCT has set up the EDUCT 
Decennial Fund to celebrate our 
first ten years as a club. 
 

The aim is to raise £100,000 to fund in perpetuity four annual 
bursaries of £1,000 each.  This will help needy but deserving 
students who might otherwise have difficulty making ends meet.  
Our object in helping provide financial support is consistent with the 
University’s strategy of increasing Access Bursaries to make 
Edinburgh more accessible. 
 
It’s easy to give: using the form on the last page of this edition of 
EDUCT News, provide your credit card number and other details, 
and send the completed form directly to the University.  
Alternatively, you can write a cheque on your Canadian account and 
send it with the form.  The University will provide you with a tax 
receipt which is accepted by the Canada Revenue Agency and which 
can be used to claim a deduction against taxable income. 
 
That’s all it takes.  Please consider joining other Toronto-based 
alumni in giving something back to the University.  It’s a good 
feeling.  Many thanks, in advance.  
 
 

Charles Darwin’s Modern-day Champions 
by Simon Miles 

 
Charles Darwin was one of the University of Edinburgh’s more 
famous alumni.  It was at Edinburgh, when ostensibly studying 
medicine, that Darwin was able to give time to studying the natural 
world and finding the direction for a life that would give him such 
satisfaction and do so much to enlighten the world of science.  It is 
not surprising that he has become a hero for many people.  But 
what is so moving is the following of devotees who have organized 
permanent networks to pursue scientific enquiry and the protection 
of wildlife habitat in his name.  One such devotee is Torontonian 
Garrett Herman.   
 
In everyday life, Mr. Herman is Chairman and CEO of Loewen, 
Ondaatje, McCutcheon Ltd., the well-known, research-focused 
investment bank serving institutional investors.  However, he is also 
President and Director of the Charles Darwin Foundation of Canada, 
which he established, in 2001, as a Canadian member of the 
international network of Friends of the Galapagos.  In a nutshell, the 
organizations in the network raise money for work in the Galapagos.   
To get the best picture of what they are all supporting, you should 
visit the web site of the Charles Darwin Foundation 
http://www.darwinfoundation.org/english/ 
    
The Charles Darwin Foundation, established in 1959, is an 
international non-profit organization, registered in Belgium and 
supported by, among many others, the Friends of the Galapagos 
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Garrett Herman in the Darwin Room 

The Times Room 

network.   The Foundation’s 
mission is to provide knowledge 
and assistance through 
scientific research and 
complementary action to 
ensure the conservation of the 
environment and biodiversity in 
the Galapagos.  In the 
Galapagos, in Puerto Ayora, on 
Santa Cruz Island, one finds 
the Charles Darwin Research 
Centre.  There is also an 
extensive Galapagos National 
Park, which was also 
established in 1959, although it 
began operating as a park only 
in 1968.  By 1978, the 
Galapagos Islands had been 
declared a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site and by 1984 the 
park had been declared a 
UNESCO Biosphere Reserve.  
However despite much 
recognition, indeed perhaps 
because of such recognition, 
the islands were being 
subjected to too many visitors.  
From 1998 on, steps were 
taken to reverse the loss of 
threatened species on the 
islands.  It is an uphill battle.  
Eco-tourism ought to be further 
restricted and more funding is 
needed for the protection of so 
many threatened species. 
 
At the research centre, there is 
currently excellent leadership 
provided by a Swiss national, 
Swen Lorenz, who is supported 
by a staff of 200 Ecuadorian 
and international researchers, 
students and volunteers.   
 
How does Mr. Herman fit into 
all this?   The Charles Darwin 
Foundation of Canada also has 
its own web site 
http://www.charlesdarwinfound
ationofcanada.ca/.   Again, it 
should be visited.  The 
Foundation, with a very 
credible board, including such 

eminent Canadians as Robert Bateman, is focusing its attention on 
specific projects.   Recent undertakings include saving the Floreana 
Mockingbird and the Green Turtle from extinction and restoring the 
habitat of the Pinta Turtle on Pinta Island.  Your donations are 
welcomed.   
 
But what is most remarkable about Garrett Herman is his personal 
collection of all things relating to Darwin.  As Mr. Herman guides 
one from room to room, one is overwhelmed by the commitment he 
has made to enriching our understanding of Darwin’s life.  
Everything is catalogued and stored with meticulous care.   
 
We are given the opportunity to explore what seems to be a very 
good selection of Darwin’s many papers and his eighteen (or so) 
books.  We can familiarize ourselves with the writings of those of his 
contemporaries who played such a significant role in his life, among 
them being: Charles Lyell, the Professor of Geology at King’s 
College, London; Thomas Henry Huxley, the zoologist; Joseph 

Dalton Hooker, the 
botanist who headed 
the Royal Botanic 
Gardens at Kew; Asa 
Grey, the botanist at 
Harvard; and Alfred 
Russel Wallace, whose 
papers from Indonesia 
prompted Darwin to 
greatly accelerate his 
preparations for the 
publication of his most 
famous work – On the 
Origin of Species.  We 
can be dazzled by the 
collection of drawings 
of birds by John Gould 

that was edited by Darwin.  We are introduced to his passions, 
through the collected works of Milton, his favourite poet.  We are 
able to connect with his family through such personal mementos as 
the book that his wife, 
Emma, was reading to 
him as he lay dying.  
This is Elizabeth 
Gaskell’s Wives and 
Daughters.  The copy is 
inscribed by both Emma 
and a Margaret Keynes, 
a granddaughter of 
Charles and Emma, who 
married the younger 
brother of the famous 
economist Keynes.  
There are the paintings 
of Darwin, the drawings and even the cartoons and busts.  And 
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David Nicholson 

there is the copy of the original 
maquette for the statue of 
Darwin that is found at 
Shrewsbury School, which he 
attended before his studies at 
Edinburgh.  
 
Some of the supportive 
collections are awe-inspiring as 
entities on their own.  The 
complete collection of every 
edition of The Times 
newspaper, from 1805 to 1969, 
is a magnificent resource.  The 
Times used to be the paper of 
record.  As if to demonstrate 
the meaning of this role, Mr. 
Herman has an accompanying 
collection, in four volumes, of 
every reference to Darwin in 
The Times in that period 
covered by his collection of this 
famous newspaper.  In the 
issue of 26 December 1859, for 
example, one can read a review 
of On the Origin of Species.   
 
The evidence of the influence of 
Darwin’s thinking on the 
evolution of thought after his 
death is captured in such 
collections as the complete set 
of books of the famous Scopes 
Trial. 
 

Not surprisingly, Darwin’s 
descendants and his 
biographers have come to visit 
this remarkable product of a 
lifetime of effort.  And, of 
course, the works of all of those 
biographers are on hand.  
There seems to be no end to 
what one can discover and 
learn.  It was a visit to 
remember. 
 
 
 

David Nicholson Leaves 
Edinburgh for Australia 
by Simon Miles 

Raising money for Edinburgh 
does require effort.  But there 

are rewards that make it a pleasure, and one of those is dealing 
with the delightful people in the Development and Alumni Office.  
Their helpfulness can make a world of difference in inspiring us to 
keep at it.  That is why we are particularly sad to learn of the 
departure of David Nicholson.  David has been responsible, with 
Hannah Schlesinger, for managing the raising of funds for bursaries 
and scholarships.  Hannah got us going on the EDUCT Geography 
Centenary Fund and when she went on maternity leave David took 

over.  It has been a delight working with him.  
He also helped Jim Hunter get the EDUCT 
Decennial Fund up and running and Jim joins 
me in mourning our loss.  Of course, we are 
grown ups and can take it.  We will do the 
right thing and wish David the very best of 
success for his new post in Australia.  He has 
been appointed Director of Advancement, at 
the Global Change Institute, University of 
Queensland, in Brisbane.  He says it is only for 
four years and he says he would love to return 
to Edinburgh.  But with those beaches, who 
knows.  And if he does what he did for 

Edinburgh, he will surely be encouraged to stay.  
 
David wishes to convey the following thoughts: "EDUCT has been so 
generous to The University and all of your efforts are both 
wonderful and truly inspirational.  The EDUCT Geography Centenary 
Fund is a model that any of our alumni clubs can emulate in 
supporting any one department or discipline at the University.  And 
your latest initiative, the EDUCT Decennial Fund, designed to serve 
undergraduate and graduate students in any discipline, is likewise 
exemplary for other clubs.  From a personal point of view it has 
been a privilege and a real pleasure to work with EDUCT.  Thank 
you for your continued and very generous support." 
 
He will be replaced, but for any members anxious to know to whom 
you should direct your enquiries or, better, your donations, please 
contact Hannah Schlesinger, at hannah.schlesinger@ed.ac.uk or 
+44 131 651 4364. 
 
 
Why the Girls take a Shine to Golden Boy 
 
Janette Hannah, EDUCT’s eye on The Scotsman, reports that the 
newspaper recently revealed the results of a study that may be of 
far greater significance than most for the average lass and laddie 
entering university in these troubled times.  Yes, Edinburgh may be 
in the top twenty universities worldwide, according to the China-
based QS World University Rankings.  And yes, it may be hard to 
believe it is only number 36 according to the Times Higher 
Education World University survey for 2011-12.  But, the good news 
today is that a study by the investment firm Skandia puts Edinburgh 
at number 6 as the UK university to attend if you want to become a 
millionaire.  
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Golden Boy, otherwise known as 
Youth Bearing a Torch of 
Knowledge, is the work of 
sculptor John Hutchison and was 
placed on the dome  when it 
was finally erected in 1887. 

Janet Roberts 

Indeed, Edinburgh is followed 
closely by St. Andrews at 
number 7 and Glasgow in 
eighth spot.  London leads the 
way into the land of riches, 
followed by Oxford and 
Cambridge.   And, of course, 
even if you are not going to be 
the millionaire, you may find 
your budding millionaire sitting 
right next to you in class.  So, 
students, as ever, observe the 
rule: pay attention to who is 
sitting next to you!   That could 
indeed be Golden Boy!  Or, to 
be politically correct, Golden 
Girl! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Videos of Edinburgh University 
on YouTube 
 
Geoff Rose, EDUCT’s YouTube 
watcher, has informed us that 
there is a splendid collection of 
videos on YouTube of 
Edinburgh University.  Some 

are promoting Edinburgh as a place of study, and others are about 
events taking place there.  One excellent example is the hour-long 
show on the installation of the Princess Royal as Chancellor of the 
University.  At the same ceremony, J. K. Rowling is honoured for 
here extreme generosity as a University Benefactor, as are Hugh 
Langmuir and his wife Jocelyn, and Lord Wilson of Tillyorn, a former 
Governor of Hong Kong, receives an honorary degree for his 
services as a diplomat and his contributions to Scotland.  The 
splendid ceremony all takes place in the just-finished quad of Old 
College.  It is possible to get a good sense of the atmosphere of the 
place with the new flagstones and turf in place.   The same site will 
give you a very good choice of other videos on the University and 
on the City of Edinburgh. Go to: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PxdYB5j850U 
 
 

Famous Alumni 
 
Well Aged: Whisky Could Be The Answer 

EDUCT may be feeling pretty pleased to be able to celebrate its 
Decennial Year.  However, to keep things in perspective, we decided 
to find a famous alumna who could teach EDUCT a thing or two 
about staying the course for the long term.  In August last year, 
Janet Sheed Roberts celebrated her 110th birthday.  Not 
surprisingly, that made her Scotland’s oldest woman.  Sadly, we 
learned that she died this April.  Being an Edinburgh graduate, she 
could be inspiring to some of us who want to keep going a little 
longer.  She seemingly found the answer: whisky, but in 
moderation!  
 
Janet studied at both Glasgow and Edinburgh.  She was the only 
woman in her law 
class at Edinburgh, 
where she graduated 
with an M.A. and an 
LL.B. in the 1920’s.  
She also played for 
the University’s 
Women’s 1st Hockey 
team.  She went on 
to practise law for 
many years.  
However, it was her 
family background 
that makes her of 
particular interest.  
Janet is the granddaughter of William Grant, the founder of the 
distillery that produces Glenfiddich and the Balvenie and other 
famous brands.  Her mother, Isabella, was one of William’s nine 
children.  Isabella married a Charles Gordon who was persuaded to 
move from teaching into the family whisky business.  He brought 
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Patrick Hillan and Hanna Nowers 

much to the business by 
helping it expand into the 
English and overseas markets.  
Janet’s brother, William 
Gordon, was groomed to enter 
the business, which led Janet to 
want to make a name for 
herself on her own terms.  
Hence her pursuit of a career in 
law.  However, in 1953, 
William, who had been running 
the business, died 
unexpectedly.  Janet’s husband, 
Eric Roberts, was persuaded to 
join the company.  He ended up 
serving as a Director of William 
Grant & Son for 24 years of 
which 14 were as Chairman.  
Today, her great nephew, Peter 
Grant Gordon, is Chairman of 
the company.  
 
Until she died, Janet lived close 
by to the Balvenie distillery on 
Speyside.  She was reportedly 
spritely even as she turned 
110.  As part of the family 
celebration of that birthday she 
led an outing to visit the croft 
where her father grew up.  
Another initiative to mark her 
birthday was that taken by the 
company.  Last August, to 
honour her birthday, 
Glenfiddich released a very 
special bottling of the 
Glenfiddich Janet Sheed 
Roberts Reserve, one to 
celebrate each decade of her 
life. Only 11 bottles of the 55 
Year Old whisky were released 
worldwide and auctioned for 
local charities close to the 
family’s heart.  To date, the 
sale of four of the bottles has 
raised a total of approximately 
£185,000, with the proceeds 
going to charities in the USA, 
UK and India.  
  
Clearly whisky was an 
important part of her life.  
However, her great-niece, Sally 

Gordon, insists that while Janet was partial to a wee dram, 
everything was in moderation! 
 
Editor’s Note:  EDUCT thanks Geoffrey Rose for the lead to this 
story, the Daily Mail for the photograph and much of the information 
and William Grant & Sons Ltd. for the press release at the time of 
her death, and for her obituary.  
 
 
 
Welcome to Our New Members 

by Simon Miles 

 
Hanna Nowers and Patrick Hillan were both enjoying their 
student days at Edinburgh before they met; and then ….well, life 
just got even better!  And it has been ever since. 
 
 Hanna grew up in 
Toronto, in the same 
four blocks for all of 
her childhood.  She 
attended Branksome 
Hall where she had 
been exposed to 
neuroscience through 
her biology classes.  
She decided early on 
that she wanted to 
pursue neuroscience 
at university.  When 
looking for a 
university, Edinburgh 
and St Andrews 
were on the short 
list.  She wisely decided to conduct a comparative study and 
Edinburgh won hands down.  At the outset, what struck her about 
Edinburgh was the cultural diversity, the town was big enough to 
enrich one’s university life, and the science programme was 
excellent.  And, of course, she was very conscious of it being one of 
the top universities in the world for neuroscience. 
 
Once she was into studying, she appreciated the lack of pressure in 
the first two years which she used to explore. As a foreigner who 
desperately wanted to see the rest of the UK and Europe and she 
really appreciated the time to travel to France, Germany, the Czech 
Republic, Poland, the Netherlands, Finland, and everywhere in 
between.  And Interrail made it all so easy and affordable.  And for 
anyone contemplating Edinburgh, she recommends taking 
advantage of the opportunities that the University offers to see 
Scotland. She was delighted to be able to work with Professor 
Richard Morris.  He has a world-wide reputation for his work on how 
memories are made.  And she was impressed that the University 
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faculty were willing to let 
students work in the lab as of 
one’s third year, if one wished 
to do so.  Although she did not 
take advantage of this 
particular opportunity, she 
could see the merits of it.  
There is also the opportunity to 
work with children around 
Edinburgh teaching them about 
the brain and pursuing 
neurosciences in University.  
After four years of study, she 
ended up with an Honours 
B.Sc. in Neuroscience and, one 
year later, an M.Sc. in the 
same field.  Her thesis, “The 
Characterization of Synaptic 
Tagging and Capture in the 
Mouse”, took Hanna into 
looking at the molecular basis 
of memory and how some 
memories last forever while 
others fade away. 
 
Patrick grew up in Ireland, in 
the village of Hillsborough, just 
outside Belfast.  He attended 
the Friends’ School in Lisburn, 
where he had the honour of 
serving as a House Captain and 
Head Boy.  He is pleased to 
note that, albeit after his time, 
in 2011 the school was named 
by the Sunday Times as 
Northern Ireland’s School of the 
Year.  It was at school that he 
developed his all-consuming 
love of rugby.  It took his 
school team to Spain, Italy and, 
yes, Edinburgh.  Well, almost 
all-consuming.  He was also 
passionate about biology – 
especially the lab work, which 
got him into dissecting animals.  
He opted for Edinburgh because 
he wanted to pursue 
microbiology and he was 
impressed with the University’s 
global reputation and the 
famous scientists who had 
studied there.  However, like 
Hanna, he had really assessed 

the University ahead of time.  Once there, he really appreciated the 
fact that Edinburgh gives one general exposure to science in one’s 
first two years and that one has to specialize only in the last two 
years.  Indeed, it was this flexibility that made it easy for him to 
switch from microbiology to neuroscience in his second year.  He 
was fascinated by the work of Richard Ribchester, Professor of 
Cellular Neuroscience and, in particular, his work on ALS.  It was 
Ribchester’s enthusiasm for his work that won Patrick over and led 
to his studying neuronal degeneration.  His thesis, titled “Towards 
the Functional Connectome: The Utilization of Optical Indicators to 
Assess Synaptic Strength”, explores this theme.  The aim of this 
project was to design and refine a method to visualize patterns of 
synaptic degeneration using both genetically engineered mice as 
well as chemical dyes.  By studying whether neuronal degeneration 
is determined by synaptic strength or particular patterns of neuronal 
branching one can gain a greater insight into the pathophysiology of 
neurodegenerative diseases and use this knowledge to develop 
therapeutic targets. 
 
Not surprisingly, outside of his studies, he joined the University 
rugby club and played throughout his five years there.  This was his 
way of seeing Scotland…on Wednesdays!  He is still miffed that his 
team would have won the Scottish Universities Championship, but 
for a technicality. 
 
Like Hanna, he was bitten by the travel bug.  He was fortunate that 
his parents took the family around the world the first summer.  
After that, it was up to him and he spent lots of vacation time in 
Spain, Australia, Fiji, Thailand, and Vietnam. By his fourth year he 
had to come back down to Earth.  Thoughts of a career loomed 
large.  He spent that summer in a lab in Belfast! 
 
And how, you may be wondering, did they meet?  It seems that a 
favourite spot for that chance meeting with that lovely other is the 
Nile Valley Café.  It certainly worked for them.  Though neither one 
is prepared to admit who the slow one was, it took them some time 
to get to be serious.  But then Patrick, being into studying the brain, 
applied his new-found knowledge to his own, and figured out he 
ought to make a move.  Hanna managed to persuade Patrick to 
come to Canada and, as luck would have it, the Canadian 
Government had just launched a new programme “International 
Experience Canada”.  This brings up to 5,000 people to Canada for 
a year.  It is extendable.  Patrick, with the luck of the Irish, was 
here in no time. 
 
They both found jobs very quickly.  Hanna is with the W.Garfield 
Weston Foundation and Patrick is working for Hays, the head-
hunting firm, in the field of life sciences.  He is enjoying it 
enormously.  It gives him the opportunity to meet with senior 
executives in life sciences and is very stimulating.  And, of course, 
he cannot keep away from the rugby – now he is playing for 
Toronto Saracens.  
 
EDUCT welcomes Hanna and Patrick.  
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Neena Jain is an archetype of 
today’s citizen of the world.  

She was born in Montreal, yet 
was taken by her parents to 
live in Bangalore, Karnataka, 
for 6 years from age two to 
eight, to give her an 
introduction to the culture of a 
progressive Indian state, then 
brought back to Canada, this 
time to Toronto.  She has been 
working for the Bank of 
Montreal since she started her 
studies at the University of 
Toronto, which has led to her 
being made Manager of 
Strategic Communications and 
Planning shortly after receiving 
her B. Comm. degree.  She has 
worked on her French by 
attending programmes at the 
University of Laval for two 
summers and is almost 
bilingual.  She has applied her 
business acumen to working 
with charities operating in 
developing countries.  Maybe 
one could not ask for a better 
case study of how to plan one’s 
own development for today’s 
world. 
 

Her early exposure to life in a developing country has fostered her 
interest in international development.  Before going to the 
University of Toronto she volunteered for Plan Canada and, then, as 
part of her degree, she volunteered for Students for International 
Development (SID) in Toronto and Western Kenya.  Her focus was 
on micro-finance programmes.  She was both on the front line in 
interviewing and assessing potential recipients of loans, and 
operating at the managerial level of assessing programme risks and 
effectiveness.  She is still volunteering for SID in Toronto and would 
really like to spend more time working in international development 
but has opted to enhance her corporate experience first.  It is not 
surprising that the Bank of Montreal snapped her up to work full 
time for them when she finished her degree.  
 
Neena’s year at Edinburgh was made possible through the 
international academic exchange programme that exists between U 
of T and Edinburgh.  Fortunately, she had had the opportunity to 
visit Edinburgh with her family when her brother was on another 
exchange programme at the University of Nottingham, so she felt 
very comfortable with her choice.  She found that she was able to 
take a number of courses in finance-related subjects that were very 
relevant to her degree programme.  Not only were they good 
quality courses, but she was able to arrange them in such a way 
that she had a good amount of time to see Scotland and then move 
further afield to London, Paris and Stockholm.  Word obviously got 
back home about the travelling since the parents decided to come 
to see her in her last days at Edinburgh.  Actually, this proved to be 
very handy, since they brought lots of spare suitcase capacity!!     
 
Her memories of Edinburgh are of a very livable city.  She was 
particularly impressed with the physical appearance and the 
beautiful spaces. Cherry blossoms in the Meadows stand out.  And 
she had the best of locations for her residence – right next to Old 
College, on South College Street.  That extra five minutes in bed is 
another happy memory! 
 
EDUCT welcomes Neena. 
 
 
Neena Jain takes on the formatting of the EDUCT News 
 
Neena Jain, who is profiled as a new member in the preceding 
article, has kindly agreed to take on the responsibility of formatting 
the EDUCT News.  Lindsay Nemeth, who had been undertaking this 
task, has a new job and the changes that entails mean that it would 
be difficult for her to continue.  EDUCT thanks Lindsay for having 
volunteered her time and welcomes Neena to our newsletter 
production team. 
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Ellen McNiven Hine in 
Newfoundland last summer 

New Books 
 
Ellen Hine’s New Book   
 
by Simon Miles 

 
Ellen McNiven Hine.  Constance 
de Salm, Her Influence and Her 
Circle in the Aftermath of the 
French Revolution.  "A Mind of No 
Common Order".  NewYork: Peter 
Lang Publishing USA, 2012. 
 

Ellen McNiven Hine is a long-
time member of EDUCT.  She 
graduated from Edinburgh with 
M.A. Hons., in French, in 1953, 
and then earned her Ph.D. from 
the University of London.  She 
is a very active Associate 
Professor Emerita and Senior 
Scholar at York University in 
Toronto, and has been a 
Visiting Member of Mansfield 
College, Oxford, on several 
occasions.  She has published 
on Etienne Bonnot de Condillac, 
Poulain de la Barre, Dortous de 
Mairan, and Mme de Lambert. 
 
Her latest book is volume 193 
of a series, “Currents in 
Comparative Romance 
Languages and Literatures”. 
  
Largely forgotten during the 
second half of the nineteenth 

century and throughout most of the twentieth century, Constance 
de Salm (Constance-Marie de Théis, Mme Pipelet de Leury, later 
Princess de Salm-Reifferscheid-Dyck,) finally attracted the attention 
of such scholars as Elizabeth Colwill, Geneviève Fraisse, Huguette 
Krief, and Christine Planté in the early twenty-first century.  
However, there has to date been no comprehensive study of her 
published works, her vast correspondence, and the importance of 
her cultural exchanges.   
 
In this book, Ellen McNiven Hine contributes to the recent upsurge 
of interest in the literature of this particularly turbulent period in 
French history.  This book considers not only de Salm’s literary 
aspirations and claim to fame but also such topics as her 
contribution to the scientific culture of the period, the extent of the 
political involvement of a “non-activist” woman, her challenge to 
what she saw as inequitable provisions in the Civil Code, her 
championing of women’s progress in literature and the arts, and the 
role that networking and patronage played in her personal and 
professional life.  Moreover, the study highlights the similarities and 
differences between her life, writing, and influence and those of 
other post-revolutionary women such as Mary Wollstonecraft, 
Germaine de Staël, Margaret Somerville, and Louise Colet.  
Constance de Salm uses a variety of genres to address issues of 
particular importance to women, such as equal access to 
educational opportunities, the cost to women’s health of 
reproduction, and lack of economic resources for single and 
widowed women.  She displays a surprising modernity in her 
awareness of the difficulty of resolving relationship, career, and 
motherhood problems that continue to plague women in the twenty-
first century and points to a future in which women will have access 
to educational and employment opportunities. 
 
The book can be ordered most easily by contacting the publisher,  
Peter Lang Publishing USA, by phone (212) 647-7706, or by e-mail 
customerservice@plang.com The cost is $80.95 plus a $5 shipping 
charge. 
 
 

Charles Withers’ Latest Book is a Must-Have 
 
by Simon Miles 

Christopher Fleet, Margaret Wilkes, Charles Withers, Scotland: 
Mapping the Nation, (Edinburgh: Birlinn, 2011). 318pp.  It is 
available in North America through Independent Publishers Group, 
814 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, IL 60610.       Order Placement: 1-
800-888-4741 
 
This is a beautiful and fascinating book.  For everyone who loves 
Scotland, and surely that must include all EDUCT members, this 
book is a must-have.  EDUCT members will recall the thought-
provoking talk that Charles Withers, Professor of Historical 
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Charles Withers  

This image of Edinburgh, reproduced by permission of the 
Trustees of the National Library of Scotland, dates from about 
1582.  The bird’s-eye view, with buildings not quite in plan 
perspective, was typical of that time.   

Geography 
at the 

University 
of 

Edinburgh, 
gave to 
our Annual 
Dinner in 
2008.   He 
took us on 
a tour of 
the world, 

illustrated 
by reference to the work of the 
Institute of Geography, of 
which he was Head at the time.  
He introduced us to so many 
dimensions of geography at 
Edinburgh -- from the work 
with rural communities in Nepal 
to the analysis of the impact of 
climate change in Greenland.   
This book takes us on a 
similarly fascinating tour, over 
time, of the mapping of 
Scotland.  In so doing, we are 
introduced to the finer points of 
cartography, the changing role 
of maps, and, of course, so 
many different representations 
of places we have come to love. 
 
Professor Withers’ two co-
authors are Christopher Fleet, 
the Senior Map Curator at the 
National Library of Scotland, 
and Margaret Wilkes, a 
cartographer who is a Member 
of the Steering Committee of 
the Scottish Maps Forum and a 
Director of the Royal Scottish 
Geographical Society.  
 
The much-revered T. C. Smout, 
at one time a professor at 
Edinburgh who taught some of 
us Economic History, who is 
now Professor Emeritus of 
Scottish History at the 
University of St. Andrews and 
Historiographer Royal for 
Scotland, is fulsome in his 
praise for the book.  He writes: 

“when you have read it, you will never think of maps, or perhaps of 
Scotland, in the same way again”. 
 
Whereas, today, most of us regard maps as helpful in getting from 
A to B, in the past they were the repositories of information that 
could be treated as state secrets, as the authors observe, “about 
such things as the location of ports and forts, the true extent of a 
country, or the line of a border”. 
 
Three aims shape this book: to show how Scotland was put on the 
map; to show how maps of Scotland have a history; and, to show 
how maps illuminate our understanding of Scotland’s history and 
geography. The approach to meeting these aims is in part 
chronological and in part thematic.  The book is very practical and 
easy to use.  For example, at the outset we are given a summary 
timeline of Scottish map history which identifies critical historical 
developments and key characters who will keep reappearing 
throughout the book.   

The first chapter provides us with a useful contextual overview of 
the history of mapping throughout the world.  It starts with a 
Turkish town plan, the world’s oldest known map, which dates from 
about 6,500 BC and then moves to focus on Scotland, with its first 
map being by Ptolomy, c. AD 150.  We learn of the shifting over 
time of the centre of map making from Venice to Britain, via Spain 
and Portugal, the Low Countries, and France.  It becomes easier for 
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us to appreciate the centrality 
of mapping to culture and the 
art of mapping as an 
expression of political and 
intellectual authority.   
 
Chapters 2 and 3 then provide 
us with a more detailed 
chronological overview of the 
depiction of Scotland in maps 
from Ptolomy to the 
administrative and county maps 
of the late eighteenth century.  
We learn how and why the 
shape of Scotland, in maps, 
changed so much.  We are 
introduced to landmark works 
of Nicolas de Nicolay (the first 
map that looks like Scotland – 
of 1583) and of Timothy Pont, a 
cleric whose devotion to the 
mapping of Scotland provided 
the basis for the publication, in 
1654, of the fifth volume of a 
five-volume Atlas of the world, 
by the Blaeu family firm, based 
in Amsterdam.  
 
From chapter 4 onwards the 
macro-theme that is explored is 
the idea of Scotland being 
made through its maps.  
Chapters are devoted to such 
diverse themes as Scotland 
occupied and defended; towns 
and urban life; the changing 
countryside; islands and island 
life; seas and waters; travel 
and communications; mapping 
science; open spaces; and, 
popular culture.  In essence, 
these themes explore the 
phenomena or forces that have 
shaped Scotland’s history and 
geography.  I shall illustrate 
this by reference to two 
chapters I found particularly 
interesting. 
 
As the authors note in their 
chapter on Scotland Occupied 
and Defended, by far the best-
funded and most 

comprehensive mapping of the country has been for military 
purposes.  And given a long history of conflict, especially with the 
English, the mapping of Scotland advanced considerably.  The 
authors present us with landmark periods in history, from The Earl 
of Hertford’s invasion of 1544 through to the threats of Napoleonic 
invasion, that account for advances in mapping of Scotland.  We are 
introduced to maps of fortified areas, of military roads, plans of 
battles, inventories of opposition numbers, etc.  More worryingly, 
the authors also note the remarkable precision and detail of the 
mapping by the Germans and the Soviets in their preparations of 
possible invasions. 
 
In the chapter on Town and Urban Life we are taken through the 
evolution of urban mapping from prior to 1700 to the modern 
offerings by Google.  One is stuck by the variety of motives driving 
the mapping and of the techniques utilized.  To focus on Edinburgh, 
as you would expect me to do for EDUCT, one has the remarkably 
detailed bird’s-eye view of the city executed by James Gordon, in 
1647, which was an early example of civic promotion, then the 
grand and very formal plan for the New Town by the precociously 
young James Craig, in 1767, which was to produce a response to 
the need for good quality, sanitary housing for a rapidly expanding 
city, and then the far more analytical map by Bartholomew, in 
1919, portraying the history of the expansion of the city.  And when 
cities grow, they become centres of social problems – something we 
are reminded of as we are presented with maps of crime scenes and 
the splendid map of the location, in Glasgow, of establishments that 
sell alcohol.  This last map was produced in support of the 
temperance movement to reduce drinking in Scotland.  The density 
of such outlets is amazing!   
 
And indeed this book is quite intoxicating!  The wealth of 
illustrations and their variety, all with excellent descriptions, make 
every chapter a delight to read.  I cannot recommend it highly 
enough.  Buy it as a gift for a Scottish friend…but make sure you 
read it first! 
  
 
Are you a fan of Scottish writing? 
 
Do you enjoy reading novels and non-fiction by Scottish authors?  
How about books about Scotland or Scots?  If so, EDUCT would 
welcome your views and opinions for publication in EDUCT News.  
Please contact the EDUCT News Editor, Simon Miles at  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca  
 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Our Treasurer reports that EDUCT's accounts, as of April 30, 2012, 
show a balance of $4,951.43.  A donation of $18,000 was made to 
the EDUCT Decennial Fund in February, 2012. 
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MEMBERSHIP DUES  
Annual membership fees are 
due in January of each year. If 
you have not yet renewed for 
this year, please send your 
cheque, for $35, payable to 
EDUCT, and marked 
“membership”, to our 
Treasurer, Ms. Toni McGregor, 
at: 464 Scarlett Crescent, 
Burlington, Ontario, L7L 5P1. 
Your promptness in this regard 
greatly lightens the load on our 
volunteer Board and is thus 
much appreciated. Thank you, 
in advance, for your payment.  
 
 
Tell us your news 
 
EDUCT News is always looking 
for interesting alumni stories 
and news.  We are happy to 
hear about what’s new with 
you!  Whether you have just 
returned from an interesting 
trip or have a memory you wish 
to share with your fellow 
EDUCT Members, we would 
love to hear from you. 
 
If you have a something you 
would like to share, please 
contact the EDUCT News Editor, 
Simon Miles at 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca 
 
 
Friends of EDUCT  
 
Friends of EDUCT are 
recognized by virtue of the 
generosity they demonstrated 
when, as non-members, they 
donated to the University of 
Edinburgh through an EDUCT-
initiated special fund.  
 
Our thanks go out to:  
Neena Jain for graphic design and 
layout 

 
Board of Directors 

 
We invite your comments and suggestions at any time.  

Please feel free to contact any member of the Board of Directors with your 
comments and suggestions: 

 
 

Margaret Reid 
President, 

(MPhil 1995), 416.697.2807 
educt.margaret@yahoo.ca 

 
 

Toni McGregor 
Treasurer, 

(BA 1978), 905.637.9015 
tonimcg@cogeco.ca 

 
 

Joshua Gillespie 
Immediate Past President, 

(MA Hons 1994, MBA 1998), 416.835.7447 
Josh.Gillespie@algonquinpower.com 

 
 

Simon Miles 
Past President 

(MA Hons 1962), 416.466.8793 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca 

 
 

Paul Bradley 
Past President and Communications, 

(BSc Hons 1982), 416.464.9771 
pbradley@frasermackenzie.com 

 
 

James Hunter 
Past President and Chair, Decennial Fund Committee 

(MA Hons 1973), 416.236.2595 
jameshunter236@rogers.com 
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Carlyle Circle Members in Canada 
 
EDUCT wishes to acknowledge the 
generosity of alumni and friends of 
the University of Edinburgh who 
have decided to leave a bequest to 
the University in their wills. They 
are recognized by the University 
as Carlyle Circle members. We 
extend our gratitude to each of 
them. If you are a member of the 
Carlyle Circle or know of such 
members, you are encouraged to 
contact us.  
 
Members and Membership 
 
We know of over 170 graduates in 
the Toronto area.  As of 18 May 
2012, we have 97 members.  If 
you would be interested in joining 
EDUCT, please do not hesitate to 
contact the EDUCT President or 
the  Club Treasurer.  
 

EDUCT News is published three times a year in January, May and 
September.  Please send submissions or ideas for articles to the 
Editor: simon-miles@sympatico.ca  
 
Promoting Your Event 
 
If you are organizing an event or participating in an activity that 
would be of interest to fellow alumni in the GTA, please get in touch 
with our Communications Officer, Paul Bradley:  
pbradley@frasermackenzie.com.  You may also join us 
on LinkedIn or Facebook to submit your information directly to 
participating members through these networks. 
 
 
 
The Story Behind EDUCT 

 
“EDUCT” is intended to form the acronym for the Edinburgh University 
Club of Toronto.  
 
“Educt” is a word which means, in the language of chemists:  
“A body separated by decomposition from another.”  
 

In addition, there is “e-duct”, an electronic channel, which seems 
appropriate for all of our members receiving EDUCT News via e-mail.
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