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Welcome to a 
new season of 
events.   We 
start with a talk 
by Dr. James 
Cantor, on what 
is known about, 
and what can 
be done for, those with paraphilias.  
In November, we will have two first-
ever events: a professional 
networking event and a chocolate 
tasting.  It seems that some members 
 who shall remain nameless  would 

rather not taste any more whisky.  
 
Looking back, our summer started 
with our Annual General Meeting 
and private tour of the National 
Ballet School, for which we were 
graciously hosted by Jeff Melanson, 

& co-CEO.  In July, EDUCT members 
engaged themselves in the healthy 
non-strenuous outdoor activities of 
lawn bowling and golf.  We owe 
special thanks to Mike and Linda 
Mason for having co-ordinated and 
hosted the lawn bowling event at 
the Etobicoke Lawn Bowling Club 
and also to their club colleagues 
who generously gave of their time to 
teach us the rules of the game and 
provide a splendid tea.  It was a 
wonderful afternoon.  
 
We encourage you to contact the 
Board regarding an event you 
would be willing to host.  Also, do 
not forget to contact Jim Hunter, 
who is now back on the Board, 
about any fundraising ideas or 
activities which you may have for 
the upcoming  Decennial year and 
Fund.  

Margaret Reid  
 

 
 

Upcoming Club and Alumni Events 
 
 

Paraphilias  and  sexual  interests  from  the  serious  to  the  dangerous:  
What  do  we  know?    What  do  we  do?  

  
When  

  
Sunday,  18  September,  1:30  pm  

Where  
Details  

The  Arts  &  Letter  Club,  14  Elm  Street,  Toronto  
Our   speaker   is   Dr.   James   M.   Cantor,   Psychologist   &   Head,   CAMH   Law   &   Mental   Health  
Research  Section,  who   is  also  an  Associate  Professor  of  Psychiatry,   University  of  Toronto,  
and   Editor-in-Chief,   Sexual   Abuse:   A   Journal   of   Research   and   Treatment.     For   more  
information   on  his   research  go   to  <http://individual.utoronto.ca/james_cantor/>       The  cost   is  
$15  each.    

RSVP   Margaret  Reid,  educt.margaret@yahoo.ca,    416-697-2807  
 

EDUCT  Career  Connections  Networking  Event  
  

When  
  
Thursday,  3  November,  2011,  6  pm  

Details      The Duke of Kent, Yonge & Eglinton. Liz McBeth, lmcbeth@armourvalve.com, 416-697-9287.     

EDUCT  Chocolate  Tasting  
  

When  
  
Thursday,  24  November,  2011,  6:30  pm  in  midtown  Toronto  

Details      Liz McBeth, lmcbeth@armourvalve.com, 416-697-9287.
 

The  2012  Burns  Nightcap  
  

When  
  
Thursday,  19  January,  2012,  6:30     10  pm  (six  days  before  Burns)  

Where   The  Duke  of  Kent,  Yonge  &  Eglinton,  east  side  of  Yonge  Street  at  Roehampton  Avenue,  just  
north  of  Eglinton  Ave  E  (parking  underground  across  Yonge  or  surface  lot  on  Roehampton)  

Details   All  are  part  of  entertainment.  Ian  Duncan  promises  another  star  performance.  
RSVP   Toni  McGregor,  tonimcg@cogeco.ca,  905-637-9015  

 

John   Macmurray:   A   Contemporary   Scottish   Philosopher   of   Social  
Influence  

  
When  

  
Sunday,  4  March,  2012,  1:30     3:30  pm  

Where   Arts  &  Letters  Club,  14  Elm  Street,  Toronto  
Details   Father  John  E.  Costello,  Ph.D.,  will  be  our  speaker.     Dr.  Costello  is  President  and  Adjunct  

Professor  at  Regis  College,  and  a  Senior  Fellow  at  Massey  College,  University  of  Toronto.  
  He  has  written  a  biography  of  John  Macmurray,  who  held  the  chair  in  Moral  Philosophy  at  
Edinburgh  University  from  1944  to  1958.    Macmurray,  who  is  regarded  by  many  as  the  last  
significant   contributor   to   the  Scottish  philosophical   tradition,   is   known   for  his   influence  on  
political   thought   and   leaders   on   the   Left   in   Britain   in   the   1930s   and   early   1940s.     Dr.  
Costello  will  introduce  us  to  some  of  the  dimensions  of  this  contemporary  philosopher,  with  
special   reference  to  Macmurray's  anticipation  of  major  public   issues   in  our  own  day,  such  
as  globalization  and   the   urgent  need   to  move   towards  world  community.  The  cost   is  $15  
each.  

RSVP   Simon  Miles,  simon-miles@sympatico.ca,  416-466-8793     
     
                                Upcoming  Club  and  Alumni  Events  continue  on  page  2  
  

Membership fees for 2011 were due in January. 
If you have not yet renewed, please see page 19 for details. 

 

Message from the President 

 

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni  
in Toronto? Please pass this newsletter on to 

anyone who might be interested. 

http://individual.utoronto.ca/james_cantor/
mailto:educt.margaret@yahoo.ca
mailto:tonimcg@cogeco.ca
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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EDUCT  Annual  Dinner  
  

When  
  
Friday,  20  April,  2012,  6:30  pm  

Where  
Details  

The  Great  Hall,  The  Arts  &  Letter  Club,  14  Elm  Street,  Toronto  
Dr.  Richard  Hunt,  Professor,  Gastroenterology,  McMaster  University  Health  Science  Centre,  
will  be  our  after-dinner  speaker  on  the  subject:  Science,  Society  and  the  Gastroenterologist:  
The  Influence  of  Politics,  Pharma  and  Professors.      A  graduate  of  Edinburgh,  Dr.  Hunt  is  now  
working  worldwide.     He  will   introduce  us  to  some  of   the  more  fascinating  dimensions  of   the  
larger  context  within  which  research,  teaching  and  drug  development  are  being  pursued  in  a  
field  that  has  to  be  of  more  than  passing  interest  to  all  of  us  at  some  point  in  our  lives.    The  
cost  is  $70  each.      

RSVP   Simon  Miles,  simon-miles@sympatico.ca,  416-466-8793  
 

Annual  General  Meeting  and  Doors  Open  Toronto  Tour  
  

When  
  
Sunday,  27  May,  2012,  1:30  pm  

Where  
Details  

The  offices  of  Fraser  Mackenzie,  48  Yonge  Street,  Toronto  
Meeting  to  be  followed  or  preceded  by  a  tour  of  a  building  of  interest.        

RSVP   Margaret  Reid,  educt.margaret@yahoo.ca,  416-697-2807    

EDUCT Members Visit the National Ballet School  
by Anna Voineskos 

 
On 29 May, immediately preceding our AGM, we had the opportunity 
to visit one of the finest ballet schools in the world  the National Ballet 
School.  
 

The School is the only 
institution in North America 
to offer an integrated 
programme of professional 
dance training, advanced-
level academic education 
and residential living all on 
one site.  The new building, 
which has attracted 
attention internationally, 
was designed by KPMB 
Architects.  The Urban 
Planners were Urban 
Strategies Inc. 

 
The campus is an exemplary integration of three heritage buildings with 
the contemporary Celia Franca Training Centre -- all forming an 
asymmetrical composition that faces Jarvis Street.  The Celia Franca 
Training Centre, taking its name from the founder of the school, is the 
new building, shown in the aerial picture. It comprises three 
transparent, elevated levels, and extends around and behind one of 
the existing heritage buildings, Lozinski House.  It is connecting to the 
other two heritage structures, to the north and south, with bridges 

Aerial view of the School. 
Photo by Tom Alban 

 

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
mailto:educt.margaret@yahoo.ca
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façade exhibits a public art 
component of choreology, that 
is, of dance notations resembling 
music notes.  
 
Architect Bruce Kuwabara 
designed the new building with a 
lot of glass and natural light.  The 
three studios are stacked over 
each other, with each one 
having the dan
the Jarvis façade and with direct 
exposure to Jarvis Street.  Our 
tour guide, the Director of the 
Ballet School, Jeff Melanson, 
pointed out that this use of glass 
encourages public participation 
in the life of ballet training. 

 
 
Our group was welcomed at the 
Celia Franca Centre foyer and 
proceeded to the ground floor 
cafeteria, a 3-storey space, 
called The Town Square, which is 
considered to be the heart of 
the school.  One of our photos 
shows our group in this space.  
From this space all the major  
support programmes radiate 
and converge: the café, the 
physio department, and the 
Resource Centre.  At the time, 
the Festival of Grounded 
Photography was on exhibit.  We 
were lucky to meet the artist, 
Joel Benard, and view his 
photography exhibition.  It 
introduced us to photographs of 
the fresh faces of ballet artists 

juxtaposed with pictures of 
their worn feet.  The 
remarkable contrast was a 
testament to the passion 
these artists bring to the 
show.  The space where the 
exhibition was held features 
an L-shaped Corten steel 
fireplace with an engraved 
stone mantelpiece that 
includes the names of all the 
people who worked in the 
construction of the buildings.  
 
The walk through the Training Centre, with its spacious studios full of 
light, was inspiring.  The colours were grey neutrals, allowing the long, 

lean bodies of the dancers, usually clad in 
black, to stand out, especially when 
viewed from the street level.  The glass 
bridges connecting the new building to 
the old heritage building, where the 
academic school is housed, allow vistas of 
old and new intersections which  evoke, 

philosophy of taking the old, classic style 
and intertwining it with new, modern 
expressions. 
 
In the architectural world in which I make 
my living, The National Ballet School is 
considered to be one of the best and most 
invigorating urban redevelopments in 
North America.  Judging by their reaction 
to the tour, EDUCT members would second 
that judgement.  
 

 
EDUCT thanks Josh Gillespie for arranging the visit to the NBS 
 
 

Masons Open the Bowling for EDUCT 
by All Present 

 

thoroughly enjoyed themselves.  The promised storm never materialized 
and, although all the amateurs took a bath, we have sworn we are 
ready for more next year.   
 
On Saturday, 11 June, Mike and Linda Mason kindly invited EDUCT 
members to try their hand at lawn bowling at their club  the Etobicoke 
Lawn Bowling Club.  This charming property, tucked away by the 

The glass façade facing Jarvis Street. 
Photo by Tom Alban 

 

Jeff Melanson, the tall fellow in the centre, 
welcomes our group to the Town Square 

Looking down into the 
exhibition space in The 

Town Square, which also 
shows the juxtaposition of 

the new and the old 
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Mimico Creek just south of 
Dundas, on Islington Avenue, is 
an oasis of calm in the city.   It 
has a traditional club-house and 
two large greens, providing 
space for up to 16 games to be 
played at a time.  The 11 EDUCT 
members, plus guest Ann Wilkie 
from Halifax (herself an 
Edinburgh alumna), were 
welcomed to the Club and 
introduced to the game by the 

 Tom 
Osika.  Tom and five others who 
knew what they doing, joined us 
on the three rinks.  Mike divided 
us into six teams and let us 
struggle, albeit with the valued 
guidance of the relative pros.    

 
Bowling is quite an experience.  
In our May issue, we described 
the basics of the game, so we 

shall skip that this time.  Instead, here we relate some of the 
observations that, together, convey something of the afternoon. 
 
Toni McGregor, not shy when it comes to whisky tasting, was delighted 
that there was no booze on the scene.  She found it hard enough as it 

and Grant Buchan-Terrell seemed a little directionally challenged and 
although they got some extra coaching from their Skip (one of those 
pros), it really didn't seem to help.  On the other hand, opposing team 
member, Liz McBeth, who was clearly off the bottle while looking after 

best efforts to dislodge her.  As for Braeden, all of 11 months, he was 
delighted that bowls could be enjoyed by those of any age.  He was 
relieved that his mother had finally discovered a sport at which she 
seemed to improve turn by turn. 

 
Jack Mendoza, offering an alternative 
view, would have welcomed a stiff 
drink after addressing the twin 
challenges of first locating the club 
and then discerning which balls 
belonged to whom.  They were all 
black from a distance -- something 
which enabled Jack to master the art 

of play. 
 

Donald Gillies had no problem 
recognizing his balls.  He claims they 
were the largest in play that day. 

 
Christine Saunders was more sanguine about the experience: in her 

and that, on your first try, you find you are not a disaster.  Well, of 
course, it is not hard for her to say that.  On her very first ball she was 
within an inch of the jack!  
 
Christine Gude, as a member of the 
trio who, scoring the most points on 
the day, were also awarded a 
gigantic trophy, was so taken with 
the game that she has already 
joined the Club. 
 
As Editor, I can only add that I was 
amazed at how reliably inconsistent 
we amateurs were.  One shot would 
find one hitting the jack or, better, 
knocking the opposition out of the 
rink, and then the next ball would 
embarrassingly take off onto the 
next rink.  As Tom and the other pros 

Mike Mas  
 

Jack Mendoza: he stoops 
 

 

Christine Gude: she stoops to 
 

 

President Reid refusing to be 
distracted by the paparazzi 
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demonstrated, there is a real art 
to balancing the force of the 
delivery with the (uneven) weight 
of the ball to cover the requisite 
distance in an artful trajectory 
designed to displace the 

 
 
EDUCT thanks Mike and Linda for 
their hospitality, the chocolate 
balls for all, and the splendid tea, 
provided by Christa Haas and 
Margaret Johnston, that 
followed.  We do hope we 
behaved well enough to be 
invited back again.  

 

Derek Wann Visits Toronto 
 
Derek Wann is a research fellow 
in Physical Chemistry at the 
University of Edinburgh.  This 
summer, he visited Toronto to 
pursue research in collaboration 
with colleagues at the University 
of Toronto.  EDUCT was able to 
lure him away for drinks and 
dinner at the Bar Wellington one 
evening where he attempted to 
explain his research.  Your Editor, 
having failed miserably in 
Chemistry at school, asked Derek 
if he could please put it all in 
writing.  He kindly agreed, and 
his article summarizing his 
research appears below.  
 
Derek also drew our attention to 
the fact that 2013 will be the 
Tercentenary of the founding of 
the Chair of Chemistry at 
Edinburgh.  Derek has kindly 
offered to provide interested 
EDUCT members with further 
information about plans to 
celebrate this anniversary as they 
evolve.  You may contact Derek 
at < derek.wann@ed.ac.uk >  
 

The history of Chemistry at Edinburgh has recently become all the more 
alive with the unearthing of the chemistry set of Joseph Black in the 
archaeological dig in the Old College quad.  Joseph Black was one of 
the early holders of the Chair.  He was very prominent in the field, most 
notably for his discovery of carbon dioxide.  The building for the School 

amazement that the archaeologists were able to find this equipment, 
made by Wedgwood, intact, and that they were able to make 

informed guesses as to 
the chemistry that Black 
was performing.  For 
further information on this 
remarkable find, click on 
this link to the page on 
the University web site: 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/new
s/all-news/quad-280611 
 
As the photo shows, a 
recent experiment 
revealed that all EDUCT 
members, whatever their 
discipline, enjoy any 
chance to study 
chemicals. 

 

 
 
Making Molecular Movies in Toronto 
by Derek Wann 

 
Dr. Derek Wann is a research fellow at the University of Edinburgh, 
where he is employed as a lecturer and researcher funded by the 
Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council through their 
prestigious Career Acceleration Fellow (CAF) scheme.  This means that, 
although he is salaried on the lecturer scale, much of his time is freed 
up to allow him to commit to research.  The fellowship is very flexible: if 
he wishes, he can move to another university and take the fellowship, 
including the money for his salary, with him.  Around 25 such fellowships 
are awarded in the UK each year to talented researchers working in 
the physical sciences and engineering.  The fellowship pays for the 
equipment for the research, funds studentships, research staff and 

 
  

It is a joy to be able to write a piece for EDUCT News, while spending 
the summer performing research in Chemistry and Physics at U of T.  I 
specialise in the study of molecular structure and a large part of my 
work involves probing gas-phase samples using high-energy electrons.  
The theory of wave-particle duality dictates that electrons behave as 
waves and are, therefore, diffracted by the atomic structure of the 

Derek Wann, centre, and EDUCT members, left 
to right, Josh Gillespie, Toni McGregor, 
Margaret Reid, Rani Pooran, Jim Hunter and 
Donald Gillies. Robin McLernon and Simon 
Miles were also present. 
 

mailto:derek.wann@ed.ac.uk
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gas, giving rise to an interference 
pattern from which the three-
dimensional arrangement of 
atoms in the sample can be 
determined.  My research is as 
wide ranging as is it 
fundamental: it is about the link 
between the function of a 
molecule and its geometry  and 
it is therefore relevant to many 
different areas of Chemistry. In 
this respect electron diffraction is 
analogous to X-ray diffraction, 
which is almost ubiquitously used 
to study solid-state samples.  
Electrons are more adaptable, 
and can be used for the study of 
gases (as I do in Edinburgh) or for 
solids (as in Toronto). 
 
My current visit to the group of 
Prof. R. J. Dwayne Miller in 
Toronto is essential to my 
research as I begin to seek to do 
work using electron diffraction 
that not only has spatial 

atoms), but additionally has 
resolution in the time domain.  
Such temporal resolution (we are 
talking about watching changes 
in structure that occur in one ten-
thousandth of one billionth of a 
second, or one hundred 
femtoseconds, or 10 13 s) requires 
the use of ultrafast laser 
technology, and in this respect 
the Miller group is a world leader.  
The laser light is pulsed at a gold 
photocathode, with sufficient 
intensity that electrons are 
promoted out of the metal 
forming bunches that are 
accelerated towards our 
sample, where the diffraction 
occurs.  This is where the term 

Making a movie requires a 
certain shutter speed to be sure 

electrons are our shutter and 
using very short pulses of 

electrons ensures that we can observe the chemical action, such as 
bonds forming and being broken during reactions. 
The work is not trivial.  Studying gas-phase samples has inherent 
challenges, such as a limit on the number of molecules available for 
diffraction.  However, it also has benefits for studying structure  the 

another and distort their structures.  Probing scattering events that 
happen so rarely requires a good movie Director to orchestrate the 
camera and the actors. In fact, in our experiments, the same laser that 
is used to produce the electrons also initiates the event that we are 
studying (this might be a breaking of a bond, or some other structural 
change).  This in itself is a problem because the electrons are travelling 
at only half the speed of the laser light  a phenomenon known as 
velocity mismatch, which must be overcome by a clever use of angles. 
 

 
allowed to say too much about it. The molecules in the crystals that 

before the laser pulse excites them and afterwards one end of the 
molecule is twisted 90 degrees with respect to the other end.  This is 
important because the molecule can conduct electricity when planar 
and not when it is twisted.  So we have the makings of a molecular 
switch  if only we understood this phenomenon with more detail, and 
were able to have more control over it! 
 
This short collaborative visit is just the start of a significant understanding 
between the groups in Edinburgh and Toronto.  Collaboration has 
always been a large factor in my research, and this link to one of the 
foremost groups in the world will surely add to that. 
 
I am very grateful to the EPSRC for funding my research activities 
(EP/I004122), and to the Royal Society for an International Travel Grant, 
the Royal Society of Chemistry for a JWT Jones Travelling Fellowship, 
and the Neil Campbell Travel fund at the University of Edinburgh for 
contributing to the funding of this trip. 
 

 
by Toni McGregor 

 
Sunshine, blue skies and a great golf 

fourth annual outing.  But a 
temperature of 36ºC, with a 
humidex of 41º, somewhat drained 
enthusiasm.  Nevertheless, a fearless 
few did show up on 17 July to this 

 the 
Lakeview Golf Club, in Mississauga. 
   
Grant Buchan-Terrell deserves 
special mention since he came, in 

Magda Kepfer, Josh Gillespie, 
Toni and Ian McGregor at 

Lakeview 
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person, to let us         know he 

Thanks Grant, for sitting with us 
while we lunched.  We hope you 
enjoyed your pool when you got 
home.  
  
In the absence of mad dogs and 
Englishmen, it was left to our 
fearless foursome, who knew no 
better, to head out into the 
midday sun.  Provisioned with 
sunscreen & water, Josh 
Gillespie, Magda Kepfer, Ian & 
Toni McGregor took to the 
course.  While the British Open, in 
Kent, was being played in 30 
mph winds, rain and cold, we 
slogged away under the 
unrelenting sun.  Luckily, the 
beverage cart continued to 
keep us adequately hydrated, 

provided welcome shade.  In 
golf, one usually avoids trees and 
aims for the wide-open fairways.  
Today was different though and 
we actively courted every 
opportunity to drive our ball into 

 
 
Many thanks to Josh for booking 
our tee-times and those who 
joined us at Lakeview. 

 
 

Studies 
 
On 20th 
members had the pleasure of 
having dinner with Dr. Annis May 
Timpson, Director of the Centre 
of Canadian Studies at 
Edinburgh University.  We were 
given a thorough grounding in 
the evolution of the Centre, its 
current programme and Dr. 

development. 

Professor J. Wreford Watson, then Head of the then-Department of 
Geography, and others, established the Centre in 1974.  It is currently 
located in the Chrystal MacMillan building in the north-west corner of 

in the UK and Northern Ireland, it is generally regarded as being the 
most developed of them all.  A review of the programmes of these 
other centres suggests that they each have their strengths and 
complement one another in various ways.  There is also a UK network 
devoted to the promotion of Canadian Studies. 
 

undergraduate courses, and M. Phil. and Ph.D. programmes.  
Interdisciplinary studies are given strong support.  There is also an 
impressive annual programme of open research seminars, public 
lectures and international conferences.  The presence of visiting 
scholars, largely from Canada, complements these offerings to provide 
students of Canada with a rich array of intellectual resources. 
 

Foundation for Canadian Studies in the UK, and annual project funding 
from the Government of Canada.  There is also a very small 
endowment. 
 
Among the talked-about plans for the future are the establishment of a 
12-month taught M.Sc., and the hiring of more full-time faculty.  
Currently Dr. Timpson is the sole full-time faculty member.  All other 
faculty are affiliated to the Centre from other subjects. 
 

Suffice to say that the Board was very 

the accomplishments of the Centre.  We 
were able to offer a number of suggestions 
for enhancing the finances.  However, clearly 
the Centre could benefit from additional 
financial support.  Anyone who may be 
aware of potential sources of funding, 
especially for the support of an endowment, 
but also funding for projects, is encouraged 
to contact Dr. Timpson at the Centre: 
DirectorofCanadianStudies@ed.ac.uk 
 

Further information on the Centre can be found on its web site: 
http://www.cst.ed.ac.uk 

 
Are you a fan of Scottish writing? 
Do you enjoy reading novels and non-fiction by Scottish authors?  How 
about books about Scotland or Scots?  If so, EDUCT would welcome 
your views and opinions for publication in EDUCT News.  Please contact 
the EDUCT News Editor, Simon Miles at simon-miles@sympatico.ca  

 

Dr. Annis May Timpson 
 

mailto:DirectorofCanadianStudies@ed.ac.uk
http://www.cst.ed.ac.uk/
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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Edinburgh College of Art and 
University of Edinburgh Merge 
 
On 1st August this year, the 
Edinburgh College of Art and the 
University of Edinburgh 
completed the formalities of the 
merger that has been in the 
news for a long time.  At the 
same time, Professor Ian Howard, 
who happens to be a graduate 
of the University, handed over 
the reins as Principal of ECA to 
Dr. Chris Breward.  Dr. Breward 
will serve as both Principal of the 
ECA and as a Vice-Principal of 
the University, with special 
responsibilities for advising on 
creative industries.  There was 
considerable public discussion of 
the merger, with arguments both 
for and against being quite 
heated at times.  However, an 
articulate and concise statement 
on the overall rationale is to be 
found in one letter to The 
Scotsman, on 8th January this 
year, from Professor Howard.  In 
response to protests expressed in 
another letter, Professor Howard 
puts forward the following points.  
They are reproduced here simply 
for your information.    
 

primarily a teaching institution, 
and, although it did pursue some 
fruitful academic collaborations 
with the University of Edinburgh, 
research was a very small part of 
what we did. All that has now 
changed.  
 
ECA has been developing 
research-led teaching since then 
and has now established a highly 
respected research profile. In 
addition, important new areas of 
research have developed, such 
as Design Informatics, which calls 
for partnership between design, 

where the college is strong, and Informatics, where the strength lies 
with the university. 
 
In the last research assessment exercise in 2008, the Edinburgh School 
of Architecture and Landscape Architecture, which combines 
researchers from ECA and the University of Edinburgh, was ranked first 
in Scotland and within the UK and second in terms of volume of the 
highest quality research.  

 
This success is a clear indicator of how a combined art and design 
submission could fare equally well in the REF (Research Excellence 
Framework) 2014 and how the shared ambitions of the two academic 
institutions can be more clearly realized within a merged situation. 
 
We are proposing to merge with an institution which fully shares our 
core values and ambitions, and we continue to value and to deliver 
excellent teaching. However, we would stress that research is not 
something being imposed on us.  
 
Research is central to our activity, and informs the quality of everything 

 
 
EDUCT wishes the merged institution the very best for continuing 
success in the field of art and design. 
 

in the USA, and an avid reader of The Scotsman, for having brought this 
letter to our attention.  

 

EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund: Progress Report 
by Simon Miles 

 
In our May issue I noted that the Fund was at about 26,623 pounds in 
terms of donations made as of early April.  The significance of this 
achievement is that the Fund, being over 25,000 pounds, can now be 
declared permanent by the University.  Indeed, my understanding is 

The Sculpture Court in the Edinburgh College of Art 
 
 



EDUCT  News      September  2011 

{9} 

that the University made this 
declaration on 31 July 2011, the 

I also explained that EDUCT and 
the University had agreed that 
the Fund should remain open 
indefinitely and that we should 
move beyond our original target 
of 25,000 pounds and strive to 
achieve a revised target of 
35,000 pounds.   In short, the 
reason for this adjustment is that 
the annual value of the 
scholarship supported by the 
Fund could be raised to 1,000 
pounds a year.  This is the 
standard size for a graduate 
scholarship at Edinburgh.  Again, 
I want to stress that, while it is not 
essential that the scholarship be 
at the standard level of 1,000 
pounds a year, it is highly 
desirable that it should get to be 
at that level, on a sustainable 
basis, before too long.  And, of 
course, if we were to go beyond 
the 35,000 pounds level, this 
would enrich the funds available 
for both the scholarship and the 
support of the lecture in the 
name of J.Wreford Watson  the 
prominent Canadian 
geographer who became Head 
of the then Department of 
Geography at Edinburgh.    
 
With this encouraging track 
record and a new goal, a new 
round of fund-raising has been 
initiated.  There have been 
positive responses from both 
former donors making a second 
or third donation, and new 
donors.  At least 5,000 pounds 
more has been raised, using a 
very conservative exchange 
rate, which takes the new total 
to at least 31,500 pounds.  
 
We continue to receive 
commitments that have yet to 
be realized;; so, certainly it is 

possible to envisage reaching 35,000 pounds in endowed capital.  
However, as I have said before, I am not one to count commitments 
until I can eat them! 
 
Again, I want to take this opportunity to thank all of our donors to this 
new round.  They will be acknowledged formally in our January issue.  It 
is a wonderful achievement.  At the same time, if you have yet to 
make a donation, I would ask that you consider doing so when 
reviewing your donations, since we now know that your donation will 
be going to a truly permanent fund.  And to all who have already 
given, if you are able to make another donation, that would be 
appreciated tremendously.  And, of course, if you do come across any 
Edinburgh graduates who are not members of EDUCT, firstly, do ask 
them if they would like to join, especially if they are in the Toronto area 
and, secondly, do ask if they would consider a donation to the EDUCT 
Geography Centenary Fund.  All donations generate charitable 
receipts for income tax purposes.  
 

 
The Decennial Fund 
by Jim Hunter 

 
There are few of us who do not suffer, at least occasionally, from 

demands received by mail and in unsolicited telephone calls from total 
strangers (whom we all know are sitting in a room somewhere in a 
different time zone) on behalf of charities and worthy not-for-profit 
organizations demanding that we part with large dollops of our hard-
earned cash. 
 
We are not most of us hard-hearted skinflints, but if we said yes to all 
the guilt-inducing requests for financial support we receive, we would 
find ourselves in the bankruptcy courts before too long.  Much better to 
follow the advice of the late Amy Winehouse and (with some 

 
 
So, why then does EDUCT plan to commence a fundraising effort  the 
Decennial Fund - in 2012 to mark the tenth anniversary of its 

hope that Edinburgh graduates will feel a sense of gratitude for what 
they obtained from the university (in prior days, largely subsidized by 
the British taxpayers).  We hope they will feel a sense of self-interest in 
being part of a university that is on the ascendant (and there are 
plenty of examples of British universities that are currently on a 
downward trajectory). 
 
Why do so many American universities do so well in global rankings?  It 
is largely a matter of endowments.  With a large war chest, you can 
pursue excellence.  Americans understand this.  That is why alumni of 
US universities are so consistently generous with financial support for 
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their almae matres.   In future, 
Western universities will have to 
rely less on government and 
more on private benefactions. 
 
At this stage, we are not looking 
for money (after all, it is still 2011), 
but we are looking for ideas.  

expect from Edinburgh alumni?  
Would you like to be part of the 
effort? 
 
Please contact James Hunter 
with suggestions and thoughts: 
by phone 416-236-2595 or by 
email: 
jameshunter236@rogers.com. 
 

********************************** 
 
Decennial Fund Thought For The 
Day
Canadian taxpayers who 
donate to Edinburgh University, 
for they shall receive back up to 
42% of what they give, in 
accordance with Schedule 8 of 

 

 
 

Meet Briony Penn: Activist, Artist, 
Guerilla Geographer 
by Simon Miles 

 
One of the rewards of raising 
money for the EDUCT Geography 
Centenary Fund over the last 
three years has been the 
chance to talk with an amazing 
variety of people from all walks 
of life.   
 
One of my more recent 
telephone encounters, that 
brought me considerable 
pleasure, was with Briony Penn.  
A former Head of the 
Department of Geography at 
Edinburgh, Sandy Crosbie, had 

mentioned her as someone I should track 
down.  She is easy to find.  She has made 
quite a name for herself as an activist, 
journalist, artist, author, academic, would-
be-politician and guerrilla geographer.  
Ostensibly, I was contacting her as 
someone who had completed her Ph.D. in 
Geography at Edinburgh (in 1988).  But 
even before we had spoken, I had learned, 
courtesy of the Internet, that I was to be 
talking with someone who was fully 
cognizan
academic degrees in getting people to 
pay attention to what one had to say.  This 

came across in its starkest form when I read that she had fought to 
bring media attention to the folly of a planned clear-cut of as much as 
ten percent of the forest cover of Saltspring Island, which she calls 
home.  She found that scientific arguments carried no clout with the 
popular media.  So she and her friends had opted for that old stand-by 
of sex.  Decked out in little other than a splendid, long, blonde wig, 
Lady Godiva rode her horse through downtown Vancouver, 
accompanied by similarly scantily clad riders and foot soldiers.  The 
ruse worked.  She had not just the eye but the ear of the media.  The 
logging stopped.    
 
That made Briony co
achieve the things you believe in. 
 
In our first delightful conversation Briony told me she was to give the 

May, and would send me a copy.  Her notes for that lecture are a 
stimulating and inspiring read.  She had multiple objectives.  Firstly, she 
wanted to convey to graduating students at the University of Alberta 
how important it is that we give more attention to understanding the 
places in which we live, and with which we identify.  At the same time, 
Briony wanted to convey something of the role of geography in 
achieving that understanding of place. She clearly, and I believe 
rightly, is concerned about what has happened to the teaching of 
geography in schools and at university, most notable for her being the 
virtual abandonment of regional geography, although she notes a 
comeback is in the making with the growing interest in the concept of 
the 100-mile diet and other spatial dimensions of sustainability.  Thirdly, 

wanted to portray, by reference to her own experience, how one can 
become, and then sustain life as, a guerrilla geographer.  And, not 
least, she wanted to inspire students, to leave them with the message 
that one can do something very useful with a Ph.D. in geography. 
 
In eight minutes and with 16 beautiful slides of her own drawings, she 
captured the essence of the life chances that had shaped her beliefs, 

mailto:jameshunter236@rogers.com
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her interests, and her life.  It is 
impossible to do justice to the 
magic of the lecture in a few 
paragraphs.  Here I can touch on 
just a few points. 
 
A fifth-generation west coast 
islander, Briony spent her early 
childhood living in a very rare 
ecosystem.  That ecosystem had 
no name.  It was perched on the 
edge of an endangered sea that 
also had no name.  The names 
around her served to honour 
Europeans and their 

de Fuca Strait, Garry oak trees, 
Victoria, Mount Olympus.  
Clearly, these visitors had given 
little thought to their sense of this 
place.  Why had they not 
recognized the significance of 
the beautiful camas?  The 
camas is that bulb, like a potato, 
that Briony later came to 
appreciate for its role as the 
ultimate staple in what was the 
early equivalent of the 100-mile 
diet of the coastal people who 
first settled this area.  She 
recognizes, to be fair to Captain 
Vancouver and his fellow visitors, 
that it does take time to 
appreciate the unique features 
of a place.  However, Briony had 
been born generations after his 
arrival.  And there still seemed to 
be no value attached to this 
place.  It was being buried under 
big buildings.  At the age of 
twelve Briony wrote a lengthy 
treatise for the local weekender, 
fully expecting the local 
politicians to come to their 
senses!  The seed of the future 
guerrilla geographer had been 
planted. 
 
An undergraduate degree 
programme in geography at 
UBC gave her the intellectual 
understanding of place and 

placelessness.  It also introduced her to the power of community 
mapping, something that has become central to her life in getting 
people involved in understanding and fighting to preserve important 
spaces.  In one of her first paid mapping projects, in the Victoria region, 
she was sent to the UK to learn about the work of a group called 
Common Ground that had people mapping what was important to 
them in their communities.  It was this that led to her applying to 
Edinburgh to do her doctorate.  By the time she had arrived in 
Edinburgh the mood in Britain had changed.  Mrs. Thatcher was in 
Downing Street and grants for graduates had virtually disappeared for 
non-industrial research.   
 
One lasting memory of Scotland at that time was that, although the 
history of the Scottish landscape as one of temperate rainforest had 
been replaced by one of clear-cuts, young guerrilla geographers and 
ecologists were putting history aright with the restoration of native 
forests. 
 
Returning to her home in Victoria, after a few years of working with her 
Scottish husband, David Gunn, in the UK, Briony became conscious 

guerrilla 
geographer.  
 
After this eight-minute 
summary of the forces that 
have shaped her life, Briony 
moved on to illustrate what 
one can achieve as a 
guerrilla geographer.  In the 
lecture she offers a glimpse 
of an impressive portfolio of 
life experiences.  She starts 
with the community 
mapping designed to build 
awareness of the value of 
that rare ecosystem in which 
she had spent her childhood 
and which was being 
threatened with obliteration 
through urban development.  
She managed to get the 
Garry Oak Meadow named, 
recognized and protected 
through the establishment of 
the Garry  Oak Meadow 
Preservation Society.  She 
ensured that the nearby sea 
acquired a name: the Salish Sea.  More initiatives aimed at building 
institutions, such as land trusts, to protect important places follow.  She 
moved in on popular media and had her own environmental 
programme on CHUM TV.  She has helped to shape curriculum 

Growing up in what later became known 
as Garry Oak Meadow 
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development in schools with the 
Salish Sea Handbook and the 
Kids Book of Canadian 
Geography.   
 
What first gave her a national 
profile, however, was the 
aforementioned fight to save 
that large expanse of forest on 
Saltspring Island.  This victory led 
to her being wooed by three 
political parties  the Liberals, the 
NDP, and the Greens  to run in 
the 2008 Federal Election in her 
local riding of Saanich-Gulf 
Islands.  She fell for the 
temptation of shaking up 
Ottawa.  She opted for the 
Liberals and came close to 
unseating the incumbent 
Conservative Minister, the Hon. 
Gary Lunn.  If nothing else, one 
can reasonably assume that she 
had prepared the path for 

in the same riding this year. 
 

 
 
Today, very happy out of politics, 
she continues her work as part-
time academic, author, 
illustrator, and, of course, guerrilla 
geographer.  She is forever 
grateful for the experience of 
having studied at Edinburgh.  
How much better could she 

have said it?  She has donated half of her earnings from the Wiley 
 

 
For more on Briony, visit her web site at < www.thewildside.ca > 

 
 

 the University of the Highlands and 
Islands 
by Donald J. Gillies 

 
Donald Gillies (M.A., Hons., 1962), an active member of EDUCT, is an 
Honorary Professor of the University of the Highlands and Islands.  When 
we learned that this new and experimental institution had completed 
the process of its formal establishment, EDUCT thought it appropriate to 
ask Donald to provide us with more details on its origins. 

 
When the UHI Millennium Institute (UHIMI) 

became the University of the Highlands and Islands (UHI) on 2 February 
2011, it was a historic day for Scotland: it fulfilled a long-time ambition 
for the region to have its own university, to educate and do research, 
to support economic development, and to help sustain rural and island 
communities. 
 
As Michael Russell, MSP, known to EDUCT members after his meeting 
with us in Toronto in 2009, and Cabinet Secretary for Education and 

for all staff, students, and supporters but also for the Highlands and 
Islands.  However, university title does not mark the end of the road for 
UHI.  Rather it heralds the start of a process that will see this innovative 
model for delivering higher education developing further.  I look 
forward to seeing all stakeholders working with the new university and 
playing their fullest part in taking UHI to the next level, so that it may 

 
 
Structure and Governance:  UHI is a federal collegiate university with 
thirteen colleges  Academic Partners is UHI usage  and 73 Learning 

Centres throughout its 
catchment area, from 
Argyll in the south-west 
(the home of the 
prominent Scottish 
Association for Marine 
Science, seen in the first 
photograph) to Shetland 
in the north  and Dornoch 
on the North Sea (a 
campus of North Highland 
College in Thurso, some of 
whose students are seen 
in the second 

Students of the Scottish Association for 
Marine Science, with the hills of Argyll and 

Lochaber in the distance 
 

http://www.thewildside.ca/
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photograph).  It is administered 
centrally from its Executive 
Offices in Inverness (seen in the 
third photograph), popularly 
known as the capital of the 
Highlands.  By navigating from 
this part of the UHI web site  
www.uhi.ac.uk/en/campuses  
you will find a map of the whole 

along with the extensive range of 
programs and courses offered, 
as well as the qualitative aspects 
of what the Academic Partners 
make available to their students.  
The many teaching-learning 
locations spread so widely in the 
north and west of Scotland are 
linked by interactive 
technologies, and to students all 
over the world.  Last year, for 
example, I was able to take an 
online Sabhal Mòr Ostaig (SMO) 
course from Toronto using 
Blackboard and VoIP 

 Gaelic 
college in Skye, is probably the 
one best known to EDUCT 
members.  It was founded in 1973 

whisky-tastings benefactor.      
 

 

 
The Early Days:  The notion of a 
university in the Highlands of 
Scotland can be traced back to 
1425, continuing sporadically for 
500 years, with no results.  It was 

only after the publication in 1963 of the Robbins Report, commissioned 
by the UK 
sector began.  This included another university for Scotland, located in 
Stirling, in the Central Lowlands between Edinburgh and Glasgow;; but 
there was still no university for the Highlands or the Islands. 
 
The Planning Process: A Chronology:  In 1990 the Scottish Highland 
Regional Council published a report with a plan to create a University 
of the Highlands and Islands within a four-year timescale.  In the next 
year the Council set up a steering group to examine the case for such 
a venture, and the Highlands and Islands Development Board (HIDB) 
commissioned Sir Graham Hills (formerly Principal and Vice-Chancellor 
of Strathclyde 
University) to report on 
the best way forward.  
The next year he 
published his report 
confirming the scope 
for a federal collegiate 
university based on 
existing Further 
Education colleges 
throughout the 
Highlands and Islands.  
The University of the 
Highlands and Islands 
Project was born. 
 
In 1996 the Millennium Commission offered a project grant of £33.35 
million from National Lottery funds.  Because the Quality Assurance 
Agency for Higher Education (QAA) insisted that under no 
circumstances could the word university be used to describe the 
proposed UHI, it became the UHI Millennium Institute (UHIMI).  The job of 
QAA is threefold: to uphold quality and standards in UK universities and 
colleges;; to guide and check the quality of teaching, learning and 
assessment in UK higher education;; and, to ensure that students have 
the best possible learning experience.  In the UK the designation 
university can only be used once QAA has advised the government on 
the merits of a particular institution, and the government has to then 
apply to the Privy Council for permission to so designate that institution.  
QAA played a constant part in this chronology. 
 
In 1997 UHIMI signed an academic partnership agreement with the 
Validation Service of the Open University to oversee its degrees, and 
also created its Executive Office.  The Scottish Office of the United 

million to the UHI Project, and in the next year the development of a 
University of the Highlands and Islands was announced as one of the 
government's ten key targets in its "Opportunity Scotland" green paper. 
UHIMI then formally applied to the Secretary of State for Scotland to 
receive Higher Education Institution status.  1999 saw the devolution of 
the UK Parliament and the election of the first Scottish Executive, now 

Students of the North Highland 
College, Dornoch campus, on the 

shore of the North Sea 
 

UHI Executive Offices, Inverness, on the banks 
of the River Ness, in the former Royal Northern 

Infirmary (1799) 
 

http://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/campuses


EDUCT  News      September  2011 

{14} 

known as the Scottish 
Government, which would result 
in strong and continuing support 
for the UHI Project. 
 
The End of the Beginning:  In 2001 
the UHIMI was officially created a 
Higher Education Institution by 
statutory instrument of the 
Scottish Parliament, and the 
Highland Theological College in 
Dingwall, offering a BA in 
Theological Studies (and not the 
MA as a first degree awarded by 
Edinburgh and the three other 
ancient Scottish universities), was 
the first Academic Partner to 
have an Honours Degree 
validated. 
 
Taught Degrees and Research 
Degrees:  The acquisition of full 
university title requires, among 
other things, that an institution 
possesses degree-awarding 
powers (DAP) for both taught 
degrees (tDAP) and research 
degrees (rDAP).  In 2005 
application for taught, as 
compared with research, 
degree-awarding power was 
lodged with the Privy Council.  
Three years later UHIMI was 
awarded tDAP by the Privy 
Council with effect from 1 August 
2008.  This constituted a major 
step towards full university title, 
and in August 2009 the first UHIMI 
degrees were awarded at Lews 
Castle College, the Academic 
Partner in Stornoway. 
 
In 2010 UHIMI became the first 
Higher Education Institution to 
publish a Gaelic language plan 
in recognition and 
acknowledgement of its unique 
opportunity to provide degrees 
in Gaelic. 
 
University Title:  Also in 2010, QAA 
advised the Scottish Government 

that the UHIMI had been assessed as fully meeting the quality and 
standards for university title, and so on 2 February 2011 the Privy Council 
of the United Kingdom granted the title University of the Highlands and 
Islands. 
 
Epilogue:  Historically, the gap between gaining tDAP and rDAP and 

Margaret University, founded in 1875 as the Edinburgh School of 

Crescent?) and now made up of seven formerly independent schools, 
took fifteen years to get from tDAP to university title, typical for new 
universities.  To speed up the process, the UHIMI negotiated an rDAP 
sponsoring arrangement for its postgraduate degrees with the 
universities of Aberdeen, Edinburgh and Strathclyde.  This sponsorship 
model was designed to allow UHI to proceed quickly from tDAP to title.  
A new QAA bureaucracy in both England and Scotland responded 
positively to this novel approach and title followed quickly from tDAP  
three years to be precise  a speed unheard of in the previous history 
of new institutions. 
  
The Future:  By the time you read this, the celebratory launch of this 
historic development for the people of the Highlands and Islands will 
have taken place in Inverness on 25 August 2011, with the university 
faculty, staff and students in cap, gown and kilt in procession through 
the town, pipes and drums galore, under an RAF fly-past, led by its new 
mace towards its exciting future. 

 

An Inuksuk Figure for Scotland 
 
Peter T. Irniq, an Inuit artist and 
cultural leader, gave a talk at the 
National Museum of Scotland on 17 
June, on Inuit culture and on his work 
in building Inuksuk  sculptures.   As 
part of his visit to Scotland he helped 
create an Inuksuk figure for the 

opened on 29 July.  Irniq has served 
as an elected politician and as a civil 
servant, rising to the rank of Deputy 
Minister, before being appointed 
Commissioner for the Territory of 
Nunavut from 2000  2005.  He is very 
active in alerting the world to the life 
of the Inuit in a fast-changing world.  
Understandably, climate change has 
been one of his major concerns.  
 
 
 

Peter Irniq 
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Famous Alumni 
 
David Hume and the Tercentary 
of his Birth 
by Simon Miles 

 
David Hume may have been 
born 300 years ago, but for a 
large number of students at 
Edinburgh his is a household 
name.  The Moral Phil. classes 
were enormous in my day;; I hate 
to think how big they are now.  
Even if you were not attending 
the classes, you would not be 
able to avoid getting into 
discussions on his philosophy.  
Over the years, the University has 
taken ownership of Hume with 
an enthusiasm that belies its 
attitude to this great man at the 
time he lived in Edinburgh.  
 
David Home, as he was then 
named, was born in Ed
Lawnmarket in 1711.  (He 
changed his name to Hume in 
1734 because the English 
seemed unable to pronounce his 
name correctly.)  His father was 
an advocate.  The family home, 
where David spent much of his 
youth, was in the village of 
Chirnside in Berwickshire.  His 
youth did not seem to last all that 
long.  By the age of 12 he was 
already attending the University.  
This may appear to be 
remarkably precocious but in 
those days students were 
entering universities at a far 
younger age.  (Fourteen was 
about average.)  Coming from a 
family of lawyers, David was 
encouraged to study law.  
However, he was far happier 
studying philosophy.  As he said 
of his ambitions at that time, he 

to everything but the pursuit of 
philosophy and general 

clear whether he received a degree.  
 

stretched his savings and did not look after himself.  He is purported to 
have suffered a nervous breakdown when pushing himself to complete 

complex work and was not well received at the time.  Only later did it 
come to be recognized as one of the greats of philosophical works.  It 
is impossible to get into a discussion of his contributions to philosophy in 
this space, given the complexity of his arguments and the debate 
about them.  Suffice to say that he is known as an empiricist, a 
compatibilist (one who reconciles notions of human freedom and 
determinism), and a sentimentalist (one who believes that desires, more 
so than reason, motivate actions).  Other labels are attached to him by 
some and disputed by others. 
 
Although not a declared atheist, perhaps because it would have been 
impolitic at the time, but also because he was a sceptic who 
questioned both religion and complete atheism, his atheistic outlook 
was reflected in his writings and it was this that made it difficult for the 
University of Edinburgh to offer him a chair in philosophy in 1744.  It was 
purportedly the leading church and town council figures of the City of 
Edinburgh who pressured the University not to hire him.   The University 
of Glasgow turned him down for the same reason.   
 
One has the impression of him as a public intellectual, living vicariously 
as an essayist on an extremely broad range of subjects, an historian, an 
economist, a tutor, a civil servant and, to the extent that it is a source of 
livelihood, as a philosopher.  He wrote prodigiously.  He is well known for 

the arrival of the Romans to the Revolution of 1688 (the overthrow of 
James II of England and VII of Scotland, and the establishment of 
William of Orange as King of England), which was designed to put an 
end to a Catholic monarchy.   
 
He had friends in high places.  For example, he was able to serve as 
tutor to the Marquis of Annandale, in 1745, and as private secretary to 
Lord Hertford, in Paris, from 1763-  
 
He also served as a prominent civil servant for a short while from 1767-

 being Under-Secretary of State responsible for the Northern 
Department at the Government of Westminster.  Shortly thereafter, he 
settled in Edinburgh, in a house at the corner of St. Andrew Square and 
St. David St., where he lived for much of the rest of his life until his death 
in 1776.  His simple but sizeable tomb is on Calton Hill, in the Old Calton 
Cemetery.  There is a statue of him, by Alexander Stuart, in the Royal 
Mile and another, by David Watson Stevenson, in a niche on the wall of 
the National Portrait Gallery.    
 
The University is celebrating the Tercentenary in many ways.  
Outstanding among these is the fund-raising campaign to finance the 
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permanent support of two senior 
positions: a David Hume Chair 
and a David Hume Fellowship.   
The overall intent is to re-establish 
Edinburgh as the global centre 
for the study of Hume and, more 
generally, as a centre for the 
New Enlightenment  something 
that involves bringing the history 
of philosophy into dialogue with 
a broad range of disciplines in 
ways that make clear the 
contributions of philosophy to 
shaping the responses of society 
to modern-day challenges.  

 
Other events marking the 
tercentenary include a series of 
lectures on Hume throughout the 

influence on economics, and a 
conference of the International 
Hume Society.  More information 
on the many ways in which the 
University is honouring this great 
man is to be found by going to: 
 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/about/vide
o/lecture-
series/hume/introduction 
 
 

EDUCT Friend, Geoffrey Rose, for 
having suggested David Hume.   

Welcome to Our New Members 

by Simon Miles 

 
Michael Achong spent his childhood years in Trinidad.  Although he 
came from a long line of grocers, two of his uncles were physicians, 
another was a dentist, and a fourth was a 
judge.  His father, far from insisting that 
Michael join him in the grocery business, 
encouraged him to pursue medicine.  He 
was embarrassingly successful at school, 

Royal College, in Port-of-Spain.  QRC, as it is 
known, was a demanding place and 
Michael obtained distinctions at Scholarship 
level (the one beyond the A level) in several 

Medical School accepted him.   
 
The first months in Edinburgh, in 1964, were a challenge.  Fog, damp,   
cold, all those shillings to feed the gas meter, one shower a week, and 
those indecipherable accents   all left a lasting impression.  And on 
top of that, because the Dean of Medicine thought Michael was such 
a bright young thing, he immediately got bumped up into second 
year!  Fortunately, things could only get better.  In no time, he was able 
to move from his digs to the Pollock Hall residence, where one did not 
need shillings to keep warm, and showers were not seen as a luxury 
good.  He was all set to lead a normal life. 
 
At the end of his second year (being the end of the third year of the 
usual six-year medical course), he was offered the opportunity to take 
a year off medical studies to spend a year in the Honours 
Pharmacology class (leading to an Honours B.Sc.).  He jumped at the 
chance and that year in Pharmacology was the spark for a life-long 
interest in drug therapy. The B.Sc., for which he received first class 
honours, took one year.  He then re-entered the medical stream.  This 
consisted of three years of morning lectures and afternoon and 
evening clinical work in various hospitals around Edinburgh.  There was 
precious little time for fun and to make it worse the female students 
seemed to steer clear of the male medics given their reputation for you 
know what and for being tied up in studies for far too long.  Clearly, 
they were not good marriage prospects! 
 
In 1970, after the six years of hard work, he received his M.B, Ch.B.  But 
as every medic knows, then begins the even harder grind of internship.  
He received a very off-hand letter from the Government of Trinidad 
and Tobago, which did not seem to appreciate that it had this bright, 
and now slightly older thing, available for exploitation.  So he applied 
to immigrate to Canada.  Having got the right answers to two crucial 
questions, he was in.  Six more years of internship and specialization in 
Internal Medicine and Clinical Pharmacology followed, in Ottawa and 
at McGill University.  He obtained his Specialist certificate in 1976.  

David Hume 
 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/about/video/lecture-series/hume/introduction
http://www.ed.ac.uk/about/video/lecture-series/hume/introduction
http://www.ed.ac.uk/about/video/lecture-series/hume/introduction
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However, he had already joined 
the Faculty at McMaster 
University as a Clinical 
Pharmacologist  Internist in 1975. 
He has done his clinical work at 
the same hospital  
Hamilton  for the last 36 years.  
His career has taken him from 
academic Clinical 
Pharmacologist to Infectious 
Diseases specialist to 
Perioperative Medicine 
specialist. Along with the 
teaching of undergraduate and 
postgraduate students, he has a 
busy clinical practice.  He cares 
for a large number of nurses and 
doctors, something which has 
taught him a lot about human 
nature.  He has been awarded 

 
colleagues in 1991 and 2008.  He 
is currently an Associate Clinical 
Professor in the Department of 
Medicine at McMaster University.   
 
As he looks back over his 
medical career, Michael is 
extremely appreciative of the 
education he received at 
Edinburgh.  If there is one 
memory, in particular, that stands 
out, it is that the Medical School 
impressed upon its students the 
importance of treating every 
patient with equal respect, 
whatever their station in life.   
 
His second lasting memory is of a 
different nature entirely.  It is one 
he has dined out on for years.  In 
his first months in Canada he 
suddenly had problems with a 
kidney stone.  A nurse who was 
assigned to give him a jab in the 
backside was clearly taken by 
the view.  She turned out to be 

has been needling him ever 
since of course! 
 
EDUCT welcomes Michael. 

Zoe (Zoubeida) Hawa is Deputy Director of Marketing for the Trade 
Commissioner Service, a division of the Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Interna
third, and one senses that she has finally found a career path that she 
relishes for its present and future possibilities.  Indeed, it is quite fitting for 
Zoe to be working at DFAIT.  She spent her early childhood in Lebanon, 
where she learned to speak English, French and Arabic, at a private 
school.  She later added German to her repertoire of languages while 
living in Germany for a couple of years after Edinburgh. 
 
Zoe moved with her family to Canada at the young age of nine and 
grew up mainly in Ottawa, where she attended the University of 
Ottawa for her undergraduate degrees (two BAs, in Communications 
and in History, and a near-completed third BA in Psychology).  Her sister 
Salam, doing her Ph.D. at Edinburgh, was singing a siren song of praises 
for studies at Edinburgh.  Zoe quickly found a graduate programme 
that provided as much variety as it did depth at Edinburgh, opting to 
take an M.Sc. in Science and Technology Studies.  She really 
appreciated the multidisciplinary nature of the programme.  It gave 
her a chance to get into economics, sociology, history and commerce 
in some depth while also seeing their interrelations.   
 
Zoe loved Edinburgh.  She had gone for an education and ended up 
with a complete experience: the pleasure of living in a beautiful city;; 
attending a stimulating, prestigious university, where she met and 
made life-long friends with people from all corners of the world;; and, 
sharing it all with her elder sister through all the good and even the 
tough times.   
 

After university, the real world came 

an attempt to stay and work in London 
as a management consultant.  
However, with no professional EU work 
visa, little was available.  She left the 
UK and moved to Germany where she 
taught English as a second language, 
delved into research on 
telecommunications and mobility and, 

entrepreneurial spirit, partnered with 
two other Edinburgh graduates to 
research the feasibility of marketing 
and distributing a Namibian beer in 
Northern Europe.   

 
By 1997, Zoe realized that she needed to begin a professional career in 
earnest and, to do so, she must return to her home roots in Ottawa.  
Thus, in 1998, Zoe began her second career path, this time in the high-
tech sector.  At the time Ottawa was living up to its reputation as being 

time she held various positions with increasing responsibility at such 
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companies as Corel, Nokia and 
Grantium, including Lead Writer, 
Product Marketing Manager, 
Idea Incubator and Director of 
Marketing.  The entrepreneurial 
spirit was still alive and well and 
for a time she opened her own 
marketing consultancy company 
focusing on marketing planning 
tactics for new venture IT 
companies.     
 
Then came marriage and a 
baby girl and the need to cut 
down on the 16-hour days.  So 
three years ago she started her 
third career path and joined the 
Trade Commissioner Service 
(TCS.)  This is one of the few 
marketing jobs in the civil service.  
In essence, the Service helps 
Canadian businesses to export, 
invest and/or partner abroad.  
TCS offices are located in 
Canadian embassies and 
consulates around the world and 
in all regions of Canada.  
Businesses can receive 
assistance in assessing foreign 
markets, identifying qualified 
contacts and resolving problems.  
The world is her oyster. 
 
EDUCT, very keen on being 
marketed, welcomes Zoe.      
 
 
Suchaet Bhardwaj is a Senior 
Policy Advisor at Ont
Ministry of the Environment 
where he is currently helping to 
shape renewable energy policies 
and regulations to get the best 
out of wind, solar and bio energy 
opportunities in Ontario.  With a 
background in ecological 
economics one could say that 
he is part of that ongoing shift in 
mindset in society as it comes to 
realize that it has to be far more 
responsible about the way it 
views and utilizes its natural 

resources and environmental assets.  Central to ecological economics 
is the notion of ecosystem services.  These are the benefits that we 
humans can derive from natural systems  such as fresh water supplies, 
clean air, food supplies, energy from such varied sources as wind, solar 
heat, wave power, biogas, etc.  Managing the processes of extracting 
those benefits on a truly sustainable basis, such that our grandchildren 
will be able to enjoy the same benefits, calls for new understandings 
and approaches to the management of ecosystems. Ecological 
economics is part of that collective understanding. 
 
It was in Edinburgh, when undertaking his M.Sc. in Ecological 
Economics, that he really advanced his own understanding of this 
particular perspective on resource and ecosystem management.  He 
found the 12-month taught M.Sc. very valuable, and felt fortunate for 
the chance to study at such a highly regarded university.  The faculty 
members were knowledgeable experts in their fields, the research 
facilities at the University were top notch, and the Meadows provided a 
perfect sojourn from studies on those rare sunny days.  His fellow 
students, of whom there were about 30 from 12 countries, were 
pursuing a diverse range of thesis topics that proved very stimulating. 
More importantly, however, he now has friends in almost a dozen 
countries he can stay with.  
 

small-scale, renewable energy 
technologies can be 
incorporated into housing to 
provide social, economic and 
environmental benefits to 
residents and to society as a 
whole.  His research took him 
from country homes in East 
Lothian to council housing 
estates in Edinburgh and 
Glasgow  all by bike!   The 
highlight of the course was 
perhaps the field trip to Kenya to 
study how the national parks are 
being managed in ways that 
balance tourism, local economic development and the traditional 
pastoral lifestyle of the Masai people  all while protecting the 
biodiversity for future generations to enjoy.  When not meeting with 
park rangers and Masai tribesmen, Suchaet occupied himself by going 
on safari and trying in vain to learn Swahili from the locals.  He 
particularly enjoyed the fact that it was Kenya, because his parents 
had been born there before coming to Canada to settle in Calgary.   
 
Suchaet was born in Calgary and took his B.A., in Political Science with 
a minor in History, at the University of Alberta, in Edmonton.  That led to 
his first job  working for the National Capital Commission, on the estate 
of former Prime Minister Mackenzie King, in Ottawa.  He then attended 
Humber College to earn a Postgraduate Certificate in Public 
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Administration, which led to his 
first job with the Ministry of the 
Environment.   
 
While first working in Canada he 
was also a member of the 
Canadian Armed Forces 
Reserves.  Although he was a 
Lieutenant in the Governor 

confesses to never having sat on 
a horse.  One of the attractions 
of going to Edinburgh was that 
he was able to transfer to the 
British Army, where he joined the 
Edinburgh University Officer 
Training Corps and attended 
some splendid mess dinners in full 
military regalia.  He has since 
resigned from the forces, 
because of the time 
commitments.  However, he still 
finds time for another pursuit  
cycling.  Although he has 
covered up to 150 km. in a day, 
he does admit to having noticed 
the effect on his legs!  When not 
riding with his cycling club  the 
Lapdogs - he finds football more 
leg-friendly.  He captains his 
ever-so-local team  Les 
Baguettes et Croissants.  When 
completely exhausted, he 
confines his sporting activity to 
supporting Fulham F.C. 
 
EDUCT welcomes Suchaet. 

MEMBERSHIP DUES  
Annual membership fees are due 
in January of each year. If you 
have not yet renewed for this 
year, please send your cheque, 
for $35, payable to EDUCT, and 

Treasurer, Ms. Toni McGregor, at: 
464 Scarlett Crescent, Burlington, 
Ontario, L7L 5P1. Your 
promptness in this regard greatly 
lightens the load on our 
volunteer Board and is thus much 
appreciated. Thank you, in 
advance, for your payment.  

 
 

 
Our Treasurer reports that EDUCT's accounts, as of 31 July, 2011, show a 
balance of $19,196.73 (comprising a GIC of $16,000 and $3,196.73 cash 
on deposit). 
 
 
Tell us your news 
 
EDUCT News is always looking for interesting alumni stories and news.  We 

returned from an interesting trip or have a memory you wish to share with 
your fellow EDUCT Members, we would love to hear from you. 
 
If you have a something you would like to share, please contact the 
EDUCT News Editor, Simon Miles at simon-miles@sympatico.ca 
 
 
Friends of EDUCT  
 
Friends of EDUCT are recognized by the Club by virtue of the generosity 
they demonstrated when, as non-members, they donated to the 
University of Edinburgh through an EDUCT-initiated special fund. 
 
 
Carlyle Circle Members in Canada  
 
EDUCT wishes to acknowledge the generosity of alumni and friends of 
the University of Edinburgh who have decided to leave a bequest to 
the University in their wills. They are recognized by the University as 
Carlyle Circle members. We extend our gratitude to each of them. If 
you are a member of the Carlyle Circle or know of such members, you 
are encouraged to contact us. 

 

The Story Behind EDUCT 
 

University Club of Toronto.  
 

 
 

 

- onic channel, which seems 
appropriate for all of our members receiving EDUCT News via e-
mail. 

 

http://file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Documents%20and%20Settings/fbruce/My%20Documents/Downloads/simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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Promoting Your Event 
 
If you are organizing an event or participating in an activity that would 
be of interest to fellow alumni in the GTA, please get in touch with our 
Communications Officer, Liz McBeth: lmcbeth@armourvalve.com.  You 
may also join us on LinkedIn or FaceBook to submit your information 
directly to participating members through these networks. 
 
 
Other Electronic Connections with EDUCT 
 
In addition to our newsletter, we now have other ways to connect with 
alumni in the Toronto area and learn more about our club's activities.  
Visit us on the web: www.dev.ed.ac.uk/clubs/toronto/ or join us on 
LinkedIn or FaceBook. 
 
 
Members and Membership 
 
We know of over 170 graduates in the Toronto area. As of August 2011, 
we have 103 members. If you would be interested in joining EDUCT, 
please do not hesitate to contact the EDUCT President or the Club 
Treasurer. 
 
EDUCT News is published three times a year in January, May and 
September. Please send submissions or ideas for articles to the Editor: 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Board of Directors  
 
We invite your comments and 
suggestions at any time. Please feel 
free to contact any member of the 
Board of Directors with your comments 
and suggestions: 
 
Margaret Reid  
President,  
(MPhil 1995), 416.697.2807  
educt.margaret@yahoo.ca  
 
Liz McBeth  
Vice President and Communications,  
(MA Hons 1994), 416.697.9287  
liz@mcbeth-media.com  
 
Toni McGregor  
Treasurer,  
(BA 1978), 905.637.9015  
tonimcg@cogeco.ca  
 
Joshua Gillespie  
Immediate Past President,  
(MA Hons 1994, MBA 1998), 
416.835.7447  
Josh.Gillespie@algonquinpower.com  
 
Simon Miles  
Past President  
(MA Hons 1962), 416.466.8793  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca  
 
Paul Bradley  
Past President  
(BSc Hons 1982), 416.464.9771  
pbradley@frasermackenzie.com  
  
James Hunter 
Past President  
(MA Hons 1973), 416.236.2595  
jameshunter236@rogers.com  
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