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Spring has arrived in fits and starts, 
yet many of us are already eager for 
the warmth of 
summer.  After an 
excellent Annual 
Dinner, we now 
look forward to a 
tour of the 
National Ballet 
School building 
where we shall hold our Annual 
General Meeting in May.  Our 
summer season begins with a Lawn 
Bowling friendly competition of 
Tartans v. Pinstripes.  Watch for 
invitations.  We are also planning a 
golfing event in July and a hot 
summer night-dependent patio 
networking event later that month.  
Paul Bradley and I will again harbour 
dreams of organizing a Sunday 
soccer picnic in August – so, 
encourage us by calling us!  
  
Special thanks go to Elizabeth Ewan 
for stepping in as our Annual Dinner 
speaker. We wish Richard Hunt a 
speedy recovery.  Thanks also to 
Freya Kristjanson for her talk on 
national security policy, to Emily 
Bain-D’Onofrio for helping to 
organize the curling in February, to 
James de P. Hunter for speaking to 
University applicants at the March 
information session, and to Donald 
Gillies for hosting us at the Arts & 
Letters Club.  Those on the Board 
require no additional accolades for 
their work, but a special mention 
goes to Simon Miles for securing the 
permanent endowment for the 
EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund.  
And a very sincere welcome to our 
new members.  

Margaret Reid  
 

 
 

Upcoming Club and Alumni Events 
 
 

Annual General Meeting and  
Tour of National Ballet School’s New Building 

 
When 

 
Sunday, 29 May, 2011, 1:00 pm 

Where National Ballet School, 400 Jarvis Street, Toronto (North of Carleton & South of Maitland) 
Details We are currently planning to start the tour of this award-winning architectural gem at 1:00 pm. 

Please arrive slightly earlier and meet at the front door of the school. The AGM will 
commence shortly after the tour and will be held in the Director’s office. Further details will be 
provided with the formal notice of the AGM.  

RSVP Margaret Reid, educt.margaret@gmail.com,  416-697-2807 
 

EDUCT’s First Lawn Bowling Championship 
 

When 
 
Saturday, 11 June, 2011, 1:30 pm  

Where Etobicoke Lawn Bowling Club (on the east side of Islington just south of Dundas Street West, 
Toronto), Phone: 416-239-5315 

Details Mike and Linda Mason will be our hosts for this chance to get some gentle, healthy exercise 
and competition in a relaxed social atmosphere. It is perhaps the only outdoor sport where 
men and women, young and old, ex-jocks and ex-loafers, can all compete on an equal 
footing. It is easy to learn. Dress is casual. All you need are flat-soled shoes or sneakers 
(with no heels). The cost is $10 each. See the story on bowling inside on page 11 for more 
details.  

RSVP Margaret Reid, educt.margaret@gmail.com, 416-697-2807 
 

EDUCT Lunch and Golf Game 
 

When 
 
One Saturday or Sunday, in July, 2011.  We are currently in the planning stages for our 
third annual golf game.  More details will be e-mailed soon. 

 

EDUCT Picnic and Soccer Game 
 

When 
 
One Sunday, in August, 2011.  We are currently in the planning stages for our first picnic and 
soccer game.  More details will be e-mailed soon. 

 

EDUCT Talk on Paraphilia  
 
When 

 
Sunday, 18 September, 2011, 1:30 pm  

Where The Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto.  
Details Our speaker is Dr. James M. Cantor, Psychologist & Head, CAMH Law & Mental Health 

Research Section, who is also an Associate Professor of Psychiatry, University of Toronto, 
and Editor-in-Chief, Sexual Abuse: A Journal of Research and Treatment.  He will talk on 
paraphilia, a subject that has become topical following the recent case of Colonel Russell 
Williams.  The cost is $15 each.   

RSVP Margaret Reid, educt.margaret@gmail.com, 416-697-2807 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Membership fees for 2011 were due in January. 

If you have not yet renewed, please see page 23 for details. 
 

Message from the President 

 

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni  
in Toronto? Please pass this newsletter on to 

anyone who might be interested. 

mailto:educt.margaret@gmail.com
mailto:educt.margaret@gmail.com
mailto:educt.margaret@gmail.com
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EDUCT’s Seventh Annual Burns Nightcap 
by Toni McGregor 

It’s a little hard to believe that we at EDUCT have celebrated 7 Burns’ 
Nights, but there you have it, numbers don’t lie.  And so it was, that 28 
of us met upstairs in the Duke of Kent on Yonge St. for another 
memorable evening. 
 

Perhaps in honour of the Bard, it was a night 
when the best laid schemes of mice and men 
“ganged” aft aglay.  Fortunately, not to leave 
us in grief and pain this time, but to prove that 
the unscripted can sometimes be quite 
wonderful.  
 
Our president, Margaret Reid, had a work 
emergency, which kept her from attending, so 
Josh Gillespie very willingly stepped up and 
welcomed everyone for the evening.  
 
After Kate Snedeker had read the Selkirk 
Grace, Graham Ferguson once again worked 
his magic with his pipes and the haggis made 
its noble entrance.  Another emergency 

meant Liz McBeth couldn’t make the address to the haggis.  Once 
again though, eight draftees undertook to recite a verse.  Each 
deserves to be mentioned in this dispatch.  They were, in order of 
march: Grant Buchan-Terrell; Mike Mason; Kaleb Ruch, who deserves 
special mention for the great gusto with which he stabbed the haggis; 
Josh Gillespie; Graham Ferguson; Sheila Lathe; Rosalind Peters; and, 
Margaret Bain.  
 
Dinner was served up by the two charming 
lassies retained by the Duke of Kent and, 
while we ate, we attempted to complete 
another of Fionna Ferguson’s excellent 
quizzes.  This time however, the teacher was 
feeling quite generous with a poetical quiz, 
which resulted in several winners and not 
enough prizes.  A second challenge was 
needed; but what was it to be?  There 
seemed to be just too many schemes 
ganging aft aglay for one night! 
 
No emergency kept our next performer 
from talking to the Immortal Memory.  Chris 
Valley Ban, resplendent in tartan cap and 
sash, delivered a rousing and entertaining 
talk, opening with a promise to talk about 
three no-no’s -- religion, sex and politics – thus guaranteeing our 
undivided attention.  Among the many gems he offered, Chris 
reminded us that, “…Robert Burns had more than captured the 

Barry McKay 
demonstrates he 
knows the words 
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imagination of a generation, he 
had a truly God-given talent that 
almost independently 
reinvigorated the Scottish 
vernacular as a means of not 
only seducing the lassies, but 
giving an entire nation a greater 
appreciation of how the power 
of words can draw people 
together, giving them an identity 
and stake in something greater 
than themselves, and without 
resorting to the usual bloodshed.  
Since that unfortunate business 
at Culloden, 13 years and 13 
minutes before his birth, there 
was a need for a Prozac-like lift 
for the people to feel good 
about themselves again.” 
 
Simon Miles then took the floor to 
toast the lassies.  He very sweetly 
reminded us that the lassies were 
the cause of much of his own 
personal happiness and 
suggested that most men are 
likely to have to come to a similar 
conclusion if they take the time 
to think about it.  Thus he had no 
intention of giving the lassies the 
standard roasting.  Although, as 
befits a consultant, several case 
studies were elaborated, we 
won’t comment on the exact 
number of lassies he recalled! 
 
Yet another plan was busy 
ganging aft aglay as our next 
scheduled performer, Vasie 
Papadopoulos, had succumbed 
to the flu, and couldn’t make her 
reply to Simon’s toast.  Once 
again EDUCT members rose to 
the challenge and Linda Mason 
improvised superbly and gently 
roasted the laddies. 
 
Ian Duncan rose to speak briefly 
to Burns’ talent as a satirist 
especially when taking on the 
kirk, as evidenced in Holy Willie’s 
Prayer.  His introduction to this 

prominent work, which we first published two 
years ago, is re-printed below.  He then left 
briefly to look for Holy Willie and, while he was 
away, Barry McKay entertained us with his 
beautiful rendition of “To A Mouse”.  Holy 
Willie was a wee bit elusive, so Simon again 
took the floor to tell us of President Obama’s 
visit to a hospital in Edinburgh.  The President 
took the time to speak with a few patients.  
Asking how they were feeling, he was startled 
when one replied, “Is there for honest 
poverty?”  A second replied, “Wee, sleekit, 
tim’rous beastie”, while yet another intoned, 
“Oh my love is like a red, red rose.”  Turning 
to the doctor, the President asked, “Is this the 
psychiatric ward?”, to which the doctor 
replied, “Oh no, this is the serious Burns unit.”  

While Simon was advised to keep his day job, he wanted to thank 
Janette Hannah, Friend of EDUCT, who had sent him the joke that 
morning, just in case an emergency arose.  Clearly, Janette knows all 
about things ganging aft aglay!   
 
Holy Willie then made his appearance and 
had us all roaring with laughter at Burns’ 
keen sense of irony.  We hope Ian will return 
and share his talents with us for many more 
events. 
 
We then moved on to the musical part of 
the evening, with Barry McKay taking the 
floor again to sing Now Westlin Winds, 
followed by Graham Ferguson who sang 
and played his guitar.  And in there 
somewhere, we decided that the winner of 
Fionna’s quiz would be settled by another 
musical challenge.  Whoever first rose and 
sang one of the songs featured in the quiz 
would claim the prize.  Linda Mason beat 
the rush and took the day with her song. 
 

Once again, EDUCT spared no expense in 
scouring the planet for suitable prizes.  
While Burns certainly sowed his oats, we 
didn’t want to suggest Ian Duncan do the 
same, but thought that he might, instead, 
prefer to EAT them.  He received a large 
box of Scots Porage Oats.  For Linda 
Mason, who put the T in Trivia and who 
knew her notes to a Te, she received a 
package of fine Scottish Tea.  And, 
courtesy of Nancy & Grant Buchan-Terrell, 

Chris Valley Ban 
delivers the  

Immortal Memory 
 

Toni McGregor and early  
morning turn-on 

 

Linda Mason replies to 
the toast to the lassies 
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Chris Valley Ban received a tin of 
Scottish Haggis. 
 
We hope to see you all back 
next year at our Eighth Annual 
Burns celebration on January 19, 
2012 and we wish you all a year 
in which no plans gang aft 
aglay.  But if they do, we wish 
you the luck of having an equally 
great group of people on whom 
to call. 
 
Editor’s Note:  EDUCT wishes to 
thank Toni and Liz for organizing 
the evening, and Toni, in 
particular, for her wizardry in 
dealing so adroitly with all that 
which threatened to gang aft 
aglay! 
 

Burns’ Holy Willie 
by Ian Duncan 

 
Ian Duncan graduated from 
Edinburgh with a B.Sc in Animal 
Science, followed by a Ph.D.  He 
is Professor Emeritus, Chair in 
Animal Welfare, Animal and 
Poultry Science, at the University 
of Guelph.  He is also a student 
of Burns and an excellent actor.  
This introduction to Holy Willie first 
appeared in EDUCT News 2 years 
ago and is reprinted by popular 
demand. 

  
Most people attending a Burns 
Supper will be familiar with some 
of Burns’ poems – perhaps his 
love poems “Flow Gently Sweet 
Afton” or “My Love is Like a Red 
Red Rose” or maybe his great 
narrative poems such as “Tam 
O’Shanter”.  Few people realize 
that Burns was also an excellent 
satirist.  Burns was particularly 
fond of poking fun at the church.  
No doubt the life-style that he led 
brought him into regular conflict 
with the church – he liked to go 

drinking with his friends, and he certainly loved the lassies! 
 
I should explain that the church in Scotland at that time was a 
particularly repressive branch of Calvinism that had been introduced to 
Scotland by John Knox 200 years earlier.  Every Sunday there would be 
fire-and-brimstone sermons preached from pulpits all over Scotland 
against sinners.  However, it wasn’t just as simple as that.  Calvinism was 
also mixed with a belief in predestination.  So, to some extent it didn’t 
really matter how one behaved here on earth.  A few people were 
predestined to go to Heaven and a few others to go to Hell.  Burns was 
very critical of this aspect of the church’s beliefs. 
 
One of Burns’ best satirical poems is called 
“Holy Willie’s Prayer” and is based on a real 
person.  Holy Willie was William Fisher, an old 
bachelor who was an elder in the kirk at 
Mauchline, whose minister was a man called 
Father or Daddy Auld.  Willie Fisher was an 
interfering and hypocritical old beggar – 
always meddling in other people’s business. 
 

On one occasion he accused the Treasurer at 
Mauchline Kirk, a man called Gavin Hamilton, 
of embezzling church funds.  The church had 
the power to tax its parishioners in these days, 
and it was the Treasurer’s job to collect the 
taxes and account for them.  The accusation 
ended up in court.  The case was held before 
the Presbytery of Ayr (the Church Council in 
the neighbouring town of Ayr).  Gavin 
Hamilton had a lawyer named Aiken 
representing him, and Willie Fisher had his 
minister, Daddy Auld.  The case was heard 
and dismissed.  In fact Gavin Hamilton had the reputation of being a 
fine upstanding man, a man of integrity.  If the church funds were short, 
the likely explanation is that Hamilton had forgiven some poor people 
their debts in a truly Christian way. 
 
Willie Fisher was not satisfied with the outcome, and some time later 
accused Hamilton again – and this time added the charges that he 
had seen Hamilton travelling on a Sunday, and digging his garden on a 
Sunday!  The case was once again dismissed and Willie Fisher 
apparently got little help from his minister, Daddy Auld, at this Hearing - 
Auld was getting fed up with the whole affair. 
 
“Holy Willie’s Prayer” is Burns’ version of what happened before Willie 
Fisher went to bed on the night of the second dismissal of his case. 
 
 
 
 

Ian Duncan as Holy Willie 
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EDUCT’s Second Funspiel: 
Slipping and a Sliding 
by John Krijgsman 

 
Two days before Valentine’s Day, 
16 EDUCT members and their 
friends arrived at Leaside Curling 
Club to show off their skills, or at 
least have a drink or two in good 
company.  By the end of the day 
it must be admitted that a 
significant minority of us had 
done more slipping than sliding.  
For me, this did not interfere with 
the enjoyment of my second 

curling match in 50 or so years.  
Nor was it a problem for anyone 
else, according to my informal 
poll.  “There were marked signs 
of improvement as the game 
progressed” remarked Alan 
Pearson, putting a very gentle 
interpretation on our general 
level of skill.  Will Hudson 
underscored the easy-going, 
communal, non-competitive 
nature of the event; for him a 
pleasant reminder of distant 
university events, followed of 
course by beer and chat.  My 
recollection of the fog of 
tobacco smoke in the bar was 
hazy, but the Export “A” Scottish 
lass still looked down on my 
performance of what I like to call 
horizontal darts.  While at the 
start the sheet seemed longer 

and the room colder, this 
soon changed.  I had 
forgotten all about the curve 
of the ice, applying the right 
amount of push to the rock, 
the strategy of placing them 
just right, the energy it takes 
to do this, as well as the 
difficulty of balancing on ice.  
Yes, it is harder than it looks.   
 
As Kim Bradley observed, the 
game itself happily did not 
insist on a high level of 
competence for it to be 
enjoyed.  Indeed, until you take the shot, you can even look like you 
know what you are doing!  After a demonstration of the basic dos and 
don’ts by Emily Bain-Donofrio, some of us displayed that we had not 
paid sufficient attention, and on the first effort were introduced to the 
ice in the most intimate fashion.  It was good to discover that, in 
addition to being hard and cold, it had a curvature, was pebbly, and 
that the game had evolved to permit at least three ways to send the 
rock down the sheet.  All three of these methods were on show.  First, 
there is the serious one – as seen on TV and demonstrated by our 
mentors, Emily and husband Mike, whereby one somehow slides the 
rock along in a perfectly balanced and frictionless body position, with 
steely, focused eyes and a voice ready to bark sweeping instructions; if 
not also prepared to help sweep the rock as well.  Then there was the 
spread-eagle approach occasionally favoured by Simon Miles and Ian 
McGregor.  After my own spread-eagle attempt I settled for a variant -- 
the side roll -- quickly followed by joining Teresa with pole pushing (very 
satisfying and kinder to one’s body and more correctly called using a 
curling delivery stick).  The third approach, using a railing to aid 
balance and aim, was 
demonstrated with very 
good results by Cynthia 
Pearson.  On Sheet A, Kim 
and Paul Bradley and friends 
David Forgay and Nancy Bell 
faced off against Emily, 
Simon, Alan Pearson and 
Michelle Lopez.  Kim 
reported the outcome was 
pretty evenly matched until 
the last end when suddenly 6 
extra points were achieved, 
thus resulting in Emily’s team 
achieving a 10 to 2 victory.  
On Sheet B, the first end led to great satisfaction, and perhaps over 
confidence, on the part of my team, comprising Skip Cynthia, Vice-Skip 
Josh Gillespie, Teresa and me.  By the end we trailed Mike, Ian 
McGregor, Marcello Lopez and Will Hudson badly.  Fortunately, nobody 

John and Teresa Krijgsman 

 

Emily shows us how 
 

Cynthia Pearson emulates 
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can remember the final score!  
Recovery at the bar was 
delightful and led to mental 
notes to enjoy the camaraderie 
next year.  

 
Curling: The Basics  
by Emily Bain-Donofrio 

The following is for those curious 
to know more about curling.   

Curling is a team sport that 
resembles a cross between bowls 
and shuffleboard played on 
carefully prepared sheets of ice.  
Two teams, consisting of four 
players each – Skip, Vice, 
Second and Lead - take turns 
sliding 40 lbs granite stones 
(known as rocks or stones) down 
the ice towards a bulls-eye type 
target called the house.  Each 
player gets two chances to 
throw a rock.  Two sweepers, with 
specialized brooms, accompany 
each rock to help direct the 
stones to their intended 
destination.  By sweeping the ice, 
the sweepers are able to slightly 
melt the pebbles of ice that sit 
on the surface, thereby making 
the rock run straighter, faster and 
further. Not sweeping allows the 

rock to curl more.  The team whose rocks are closest to the button 
(centre of the house) gains points for that end.  The number of points 

depends on how many rocks the 
scoring team has closer to the 
button than the opposing team.  
Only one team scores points in 
each end of play.   

Each player on a team has a 
dedicated role in the game. The 
Lead player goes first in the 
throwing order and then sweeps all 
of his or her team members' shots.  
The Second throws second and 
sweeps all other team members' 
shots. The Vice is third in the 
throwing order, sweeps only Lead's 

and Second's shots and holds the brush for the Skip to aim at, and in 
conjunction with the opposing Vice 
determines the score for each end.   

The Skip throws last, holds the broom 
for all other players to aim at, tells the 
sweepers when to sweep, and keeps 
an eye on the line or "curl" of the 
stone.  The primary role of the skip is to 
call the play for each rock thrown with 
the intent of executing a strategy, in 
rather the way a quarterback makes 
calls in football.  A skip can ask his or 
her team mates to guard, draw, or 
take out.  A determination will be 

made by the skip as to “how much 
ice” to give the thrower by estimating 
the distance the rock will curl and how much weight is required to 
execute the play.  Teams may hit the opposing team’s rocks with the 
intent to move or remove them from play.  Because of the complex 
nature of rock placement and shots, curling is sometimes referred to as 
"chess on ice."  

Should you wish to learn more, there are several excellent websites 
available. These are just a couple: 
http://www1.curling.ca/index.asp (select Go Curling!) 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Curling 
 

Editor’s Note:  On behalf of all the players, EDUCT thanks Emily very 
much for having made this event possible.  

 Emily Bain-Donofrio 
 

Will Hudson plans 

Alan Pearson evaluates 

http://www1.curling.ca/index.asp
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Curling
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Edinburgh University Applicant 
Information Session 
by Margaret Reid 

The University held its second 
annual Applicant Information 
Session at the University Club of 
Toronto on March 9, 2011.  
Approximately 30 students plus 
family members attended the 
presentation hosted by Mr. Derek 
MacLeod of the International 
Office.  Those attending were 
evenly distributed between 
undergraduate and graduate 
applicants. 

 
Mr. MacLeod gave a 
comprehensive presentation 
about the University, degree 
structures, application and 
admission procedures, fees, 
immigration/ visa processes, 
student life, and benefits of living 
in the city of Edinburgh. 
 
The University’s history, the 
strength of its academic 
programmes, teaching and 
research activities, its reputation 
and relative world ranking, and 
the value of its degrees were 
described.  The cosmopolitan 
and international aspects of 
student life were highlighted as a 
full 33% of students come from 
outside the UK, from 140 
countries.  Data from the 
2008/2009 academic year 
showed that 315 students were 

from Canada.  Many of 
those parents in the 
audience were 
undoubtedly relieved to 
see that the estimated 
annual cost-of living was 
a mere 6,600 pounds.  
 
The lifestyle enjoyed by 
the students was 
illustrated by both 
photos of famous views 
of the city and extensive 
lists of arts and cultural 
societies and sporting 
club memberships 
available to students.  
 
Following this formal presentation, three members of EDUCT spoke to 
those gathered: Dr. Margaret Reid (class of 1995) spoke of the natural 
and architectural beauty of the city, its cultural and foodie delights, 
and the hospitality of its residents; Mr. James de P. Hunter (class of 
2010) talked about his more recent experiences studying and 
participating in sports activities on campus; Mr. Josh Gillespie  (class of 
1994 and 1998) informed applicants about EDUCT’s Career 
Connections programme.  
 
Afterwards, Mr. MacLeod, 
EDUCT members, the 
applicants, and their 
guests enjoyed food and 
refreshments and the 
opportunity to talk 
informally. 
 
The interested reader can 
view more information for 
and about International 
students on the University 
website: 
 
 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/studying/international 
 
As a final note, we encourage more members to come out to next 
year’s session because applicants had many questions specific to their 
area of study or discipline and profession. 
 

 
 
 

Donald Gillies and Derek McLeod 

James Hunter, the Elder, James de P. Hunter, 
the Younger, and Colin Garvey 
(to study ecological economics 

at Edinburgh this September) 
 

Paddy Bort from Edinburgh, Donald Gillies, 
Dr. Notkin, Harrison Notkin (hoping to study 

law at Edinburgh this September) 
 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/studying/international
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EDUCT Talk on The Arar Inquiry 
and Canadian Security 
 
On 27 March, EDUCT hosted a 
talk by Freya Kristjanson, on the 
Arar Inquiry and the implications 
for Canadian security.  This talk 
will be written up in our 
September newsletter.  Below we 
show Freya Kistjanson being 
welcomed by EDUCT President, 
Margaret Reid. 

 

 
Elizabeth Ewan Delights EDUCT’s 
Annual Dinner Guests  
by Simon Miles 

 
EDUCT’s 2011 Annual Dinner 
went down very well, in more 
ways than one!  The Dinner 
provided the occasion for two 
major announcements and an 
excellent talk.   
 
Simon Miles brought the 
wonderful news that the capital 
value of EDUCT’s first collective 
fund-raising endeavour, the 
EDUCT Geography Centenary 
Fund, had reached the minimum 
level of 25,000 pounds needed 
to ensure that the Fund will be 
declared a permanent 
endowment.  More on the latest 
with respect to this Fund is 
covered in Simon’s progress 
report on page 10.   

 
Building on this success, Jim Hunter announced EDUCT’s intention to 
launch the EDUCT Decennial Fund in 2012, to celebrate EDUCT’s 
decennial year.  More on this new initiative, which Jim will head up, is 
to be found in Jim’s article on page 10. 
 
The star of the evening, however, was Dr. Elizabeth Ewan, an Edinburgh 
graduate (Ph.D., Scottish History, 1985), who now holds a University 
Research Chair, and is a Professor of History and Scottish Studies, at the 
University of Guelph.  Elizabeth has kindly agreed to summarize her talk 
in the article that follows this one.  Elizabeth has received a number of 
awards for the excellence of her research and, most importantly for us, 
for her lecturing abilities.  We were able to see why.  She had a 
delightfully charming delivery, which held everyone’s attention.  The 
many questions she prompted were added evidence of that 
attentiveness. 
 
EDUCT is in Elizabeth’s debt not just for such a stimulating talk, but also 
for having come to our rescue when we were unable to proceed with 
our plan to have Dr. Richard Hunt, an Edinburgh medical graduate, 
talk to us on the pressures shaping medical research.  Shortly before the 
meeting, we learned of Richard’s dreadful accident and his need for 
an urgent hip replacement.  Fortunately, the many medics in the 
audience did not see themselves as having been misled.  As the photo 
of some of them shows, they seemed to be having a very good time!  
And even more fortunately, Richard is progressing well and has 
promised to talk to us when he is up and running again. 
 
EDUCT again thanks 
Donald Gillies, a 
Director of the Arts & 
Letters Club, for so 
graciously hosting us 
at the club.  We also 
thank Fiona 
McKeown, the 
General Manager of 
the club, the Chef 
and other staff who 
made for such an 
enjoyable evening.  
 
 

Shaping Scottish Identities: Six Heroic Medieval Women 
by Elizabeth Ewan  

As Scotland moves into the twenty-first century, and 
with a new election next month for its devolved 
parliament, questions of Scottish identity are coming 
to the fore.  In my talk, given at EDUCT’s Annual 
Dinner, I examined the lives of six medieval Scottish 
women, taken from The Biographical Dictionary of 

Not-so-misled Medics: Michael Achong, Noel 
Wright, Anne McKellar, Margaret Bain 

and Sheila Lathe. 
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Scottish Women (2006).  I argued 
that modern Scots (as well as 
Scots who now live in Canada, 
and North Americans who have 
lived in Scotland) should think in 
terms of identities, rather than a 
single identity.  Women’s lives are 
a particularly good model for 
this, as many balance 
competing identities as they 
move from one country to 
another, from one family to 
another, or from one status to 
another.   
 
The talk looked at the stories of 
Black Agnes, Countess of 
Dunbar, heroic defender of the 
Castle of Dunbar against an 
English army in 1338; St. 
Margaret, Queen of Scots 
(c.1046-93), pious Anglo-Saxon 
exemplar for medieval queens 
and controversial reformer of the 
medieval Scottish church; Mary 
of Gueldres, Queen of Scots, 
political leader of Scotland from 
1460-63 and influential cultural 
patron, who introduced new 
influences from her Low 
Countries home; Dervorgilla 
Balliol, mother of King John Balliol 
(1291-96), and patron of Balliol 
College in Oxford and 
Sweetheart Abbey in Galloway; 
Isabel, Countess of Argyll, who 
flourished in the 1490s as an 
author of some of the earliest 
Gaelic women’s poetry and 
whose work mingles European, 
Welsh and Gaelic influences; 
and, Alison Rough, an Edinburgh 
widow faced with ensuring the 
livelihood of her family after the 
disastrous Battle of Flodden in 
1513.  In the talk I argued that 
these women’s lives show the 
importance of culture, loyalty, 
and informal as well as formal 
power in the identity of Scots. But 
most important of all, their stories 
show the benefits of openness to 

new ideas and influences which will combine to create the multiple 
identities of modern Scotland in this new century. 
 
Those who are interested in 
learning more about women in 
Scottish history, might find the 
following website of interest -  WISH 
(Women in Scottish History) at 
www.womeninscottishhistory.org) 
 
Finally, for those interested in my 
forthcoming book, which explores 
the multi-faceted construction of 
Scottish identities from medieval 
times to the modern era, and to 
which I made reference in my talk, 
it will be published this coming 
September.  Its full reference is:  
Jodi Campbell, Elizabeth Ewan, 
and Heather Parker (eds.), Scottish 
Identities: Family, Nation, and the 
World Beyond, (Guelph: University 
of Guelph Press) and it will be 
available from the Scottish Studies 
Office at Guelph at 
scottish@uoguelph.ca 
 

Black Agnes dusts off the 
battlements after the latest 

invasion 
 

  Other Books by Elizabeth Ewan 
 

Audrey-Beth Fitch, The Search for Salvation: Lay Faith in Scotland, 1480-
1560. ed Elizabeth Ewan Edinburgh: Birlinn Press, 2009. 
 
E. Ewan and  J. Nugent (eds), Finding the Family in Medieval and Early 
Modern Scotland. Aldershot: Ashgate, 2008. 
 
S. Dunnigan and E. Ewan (eds), "Transformative Disorder: Scotland 1550-
1650." A special issue of Renaissance and Reformation/Renaissance et 
Reforme 30, no. 4 (2008). 
 
E. Ewan, S. Innes. S Reynolds, and R. Pipes (eds), The Biographical 
Dictionary of Scottish Women. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2006, 
2007. 
 
E. Ewan and Maureen Meikle (eds),  Women in Scotland c. 1100 - c. 
1750. East Linton: Tuckwell Press, 1999, 2000.  
 
 http://atrium.lib.uoguelph.ca/xmlui/handle/10214/1610/browse?type=title 
E. Ewan, Townlife in Fourteenth-Century Scotland. Edinburgh University 
Press, 1990, 1992. 

 
 

http://www.womeninscottishhistory.org/
http://www.birlinn.co.uk/author/details/Audrey-Beth-Fitch-1462/
http://www.birlinn.co.uk/author/details/Audrey-Beth-Fitch-1462/
http://www.ashgate.com/isbn/9780754660491
http://www.ashgate.com/isbn/9780754660491
http://atrium.lib.uoguelph.ca/xmlui/handle/10214/1610/browse?type=title
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EDUCT Geography Centenary 
Fund: Progress Report 
by Simon Miles 

 
This is a very good news report.  
In our December issue I noted 
that the Fund was at about 
21,800 pounds in terms of 
donations made.  However, with 
further donations and, most 
importantly, an adjustment to 
take into account the growth in 
value of the endowed capital, 
the Fund has now topped the 
25,000 pounds level.  This is very 
significant, since this is the 
minimum capital value that had 
to be achieved within five years 
in order for the Fund to be 
declared a permanent 
endowment (and thus not 
vulnerable to rapid draw-down 
of the donated capital).  We 
managed to get to this level in a 
little under three years.  The 
University has indicated that it will 
be declaring the Fund 
permanent as of 31 July 2011, 
which is the end of the 
University’s Fiscal Year.   
 
Indeed, shortly before EDUCT’s 
Annual Dinner, on 15 April, the 
Fund had reached 26,623 
pounds.  At the Annual Dinner, I 
was able to announce the 
commitment given me by the 
University to declare the Fund 
permanent.  I was also able to 
pass on the news that the 
University agrees that the Fund 
should remain open indefinitely.  
There is a very good reason to 
keep adding to the Fund.  The 
Fund is to support both a small 
graduate scholarship and a 
lecture in the name of J.Wreford 
Watson – a prominent Canadian 
geographer who became Head 
of the then Department of 
Geography at Edinburgh.  

However, 25,000 pounds is the minimum of endowed capital needed 
to support just a permanent scholarship of 1,000 pounds a year – that is 
the standard-sized graduate scholarship at Edinburgh.  To get the 
scholarship to this level and support the Wreford Watson Lecture is 
going to require an endowed capital of about 35,000 pounds.  While it 
is not essential that the scholarship be at the standard level of 1,000 
pounds a year, it is highly desirable that it should get to be at that level, 
on a sustainable basis, before too long.  
 
We continue to receive commitments that have yet to be realized; so, 
certainly it is possible to envisage reaching 35,000 pounds in endowed 
capital.  However, as I have said before, I am not one to count 
commitments until I can eat them! 
 
Thus I want to take this opportunity to thank all of the donors who have 
helped to get our Fund this far.  It is a wonderful achievement.  At the 
same time, if you have yet to make a donation, I would ask that you 
consider doing so when reviewing your donations, since we now know 
that your donation will be going to a truly permanent fund.  And to all 
who have already given, if you are able to make another donation, 
that would be appreciated tremendously.  And, of course, if you do 
come across any Edinburgh graduates who are not members of 
EDUCT, firstly, do ask them if they would like to join, especially if they are 
in the Toronto area and, secondly, do ask if they would consider a 
donation to the EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund.  All donations 
generate charitable receipts for income tax purposes.  
 
This first collective effort at fundraising has been quite an experience 
for EDUCT.  We have learned a lot and are encouraged enough to 
launch another initiative.  Jim Hunter’s article on this, in this newsletter, is 
well worth reading.  I encourage everyone to support that effort.  
 
 

The EDUCT Decennial Fund 
by Jim Hunter 

 
The Edinburgh University Club of Toronto was founded in 2002.  Next 
year - 2012 - we’ll celebrate our tenth anniversary.  The Board of 
Directors of EDUCT thought it would be a good idea to do something 
special to mark this milestone, and so the Board has asked me to 
spearhead a group of volunteers with a view of endowing a fund at 
the University, which will be known as the EDUCT Decennial Fund. 
 
At this point, the Decennial Fund Committee is not looking for money – 
it is looking for ideas.  How much should we raise?  What should we use 
the endowment for?  Where will we find the money?  That type of 
thing.  So, please do get in touch with me ( 
jameshunter236@rogers.com ) if you would like to be part of the effort 
which will kick off in January 2012. 

 

mailto:jameshunter236@rogers.com
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Edinburgh University would not 
have come into being without a 
substantial financial benefaction.  
Most of us know that the 
University was founded by King 
James VI in 1582.   However, 
James, in common with all Stuart 
monarchs, was strapped for cash 
and did not pony up one red 
cent to endow the University.  
Instead, we have to thank an 
earlier benefactor, Robert Reid, 
the Abbott of Kinloss and Bishop 
of Orkney, who left a legacy in 
1558 for the foundation of the 
College of Edinburgh.  It was this 
which provided the financial 
wherewithal to start the 
University.  
 
All of us who are alumni of 
Edinburgh owe a debt to Robert 
Reid and to the many other 
University benefactors who 
preceded us.  Perhaps 2012 
would be a good time to join the 
long list of University benefactors. 
 
One of the arms of the 
Government of Canada will 
actually help the Decennial Fund 
process.  This is the Canada 
Revenue Agency.  It’s hard to 
think of the CRA as anybody’s 
benefactor, but, strange to 
relate, this agency does support 
our University in its own special 
way.  Donations to a Canadian 
charity are of course deductible 
on your income tax return.  
However, Schedule 8 of the 
Income Tax Act is a short list of 
foreign universities which, for a 
variety of historical reasons, enjoy 
the same deductibility status.  
Edinburgh is one of those 
universities.  So what this means 
for most taxpayers is, that if you 
donate $1 to the University, you 
will get back 42 cents from our 
friends at the Canada Revenue 
Agency.  It’s a good feeling to 

give money to our alma mater but there is a special glow for supporters 
when we enter the amount of our annual donation to the University on 
line 349 of our Canadian tax return knowing that the dollars we give 
cost us only 58 cents. 
 
So – please stay tuned – you will be hearing more about the Decennial 
Fund as our plans evolve, and please get in touch with me if you’d like 
to help shape the Fund. 
 

Lawn Bowling: The Basics  
by Simon Miles 

 
The following draws heavily from the web site of the Etobicoke Lawn 
Bowling Club, where we will be playing on Saturday 11 June.  It is 
designed to give the newcomer a sense of what to expect.  We shall 
be at the mercy of our hosts, Linda and Mike Mason, when it comes to 
interpreting rules.  
 
Dress is casual. You should bring with you a flat and smooth-soled pair 
of shoes (no heels).  The game is suitable for persons of all ages.  There 
will be plenty of lemonade.  
 
The Club has a large green, on which there are a number of rinks.  Two 
teams compete on a rink and if there are lots of us we can occupy 
more than one rink.  A team can be of one to four players.   
 
You will be provided with a set of balls (or bowls, or woods as they used 
to be called).  If there are two on your team, you will get four balls 
each.  If you are three, you get three, and if you are four, you get two 
balls each. The balls in your set will be of equal weight, but may be of a 
different weight than your opponent’s.  The balls are not spherical, but 
flatter on one side and weighted in a way that will cause the ball to 
take a curved course, if rolled correctly.  To do this, you have to roll the 
ball on the smooth surface (without the distinguishing markers or 
emblems), with the larger marker on what will be the outer side of the 
curved trajectory. How much it will actually turn is largely a factor of 
how fast you roll it (know as "the weight"), where you aim it (known as 
"the grass"), and the condition of the green.  You can use a forehand 
or backhand motion to roll the ball. 

The object of the game is to roll your ball closest to the target ball -- a 
small white ball called a jack.  Teams toss to decide who has first shot 
at rolling the jack into position.  It has to go at least 23 yards down the 
rink from a mat which is placed about six feet from the end of the rink.  
You must always keep one foot on this mat when bowling.  If the jack 
goes too far though, it will be out of bounds and the other side has a 
chance to position it.  Once it has gone a suitable distance, it will be 
manually centred on the rink.  Then each team, starting with the team 
that did not place the jack, then takes turns rolling a ball.  You can 
knock other balls away from, or nearer to, the jack.  
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Once all balls have been bowled 
an “end” has been completed.  
The winning team of an end is 
the one with the ball that is 
closest to the jack.  That team 
gets one point for each ball that 
is closer to the jack than the 
nearest of the balls of the losing 
team.   

The next end starts with the 
winning team of the previous 
end having first shot at 
positioning the jack.  The number 
of ends to be played is 
theoretically determined at the 
start of the game.  Typically, 
about 14 ends are played in a 
game and most games last 
about 90 minutes.  But there is 
lots of flexibility on this.  If the jack 
is knocked out of bounds, the 
end is replayed.  Each team has 
a skip, who rolls last for the team, 
presumably to clean up the mess 
left by the less experienced! 

There is plenty of parking 
space available. For more 
information about the club, 
please view the web site:  
http://www.etobicokelawnb
owling.net/ 
 

 
Edinburgh’s New Chancellor 
 
HRH The Princess Royal was 
elected Chancellor of the 
University with effect from 31 
March 2011.  Her father, HRH The 
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, 
had stepped down from the role 
in 2010, having served as 
Chancellor since 1953.  The 
Princess Royal is no stranger to 
Edinburgh University.  She is also 
the Patron of the University’s 
Royal Dick School of Veterinary 
Studies.  She is the eighth 

Chancellor in the history of the position, 
which was established in 1859.  Her role 
as Chancellor is essentially three-fold: 
she chairs the General Council; she 
nominates an Assessor in the University 
Court; and, she confers degrees (as 
does the Vice-Chancellor). 
 
EDUCT is delighted to learn of the 
election, by the General Council, and 
wishes Her Royal Highness a rewarding 
time in her new role. 
 
EDUCT also wishes to express its sincere 
gratitude to HRH The Prince Philip for his 
many years of inspired leadership of the 
University in his role as Chancellor. 
 

Mary Bownes Succeeds Young Dawkins 
by Simon Miles 

 
In late March, EDUCT learned 
that Young Dawkins had 
decided to step down from 
his role as Edinburgh 
University’s Vice Principal, 
Development and Alumni.  
Young had become a good 
friend of EDUCT during his 
five years as Vice Principal.  
He had made several visits to 
Toronto, most notably hosting 
two excellent receptions for 
alumni and their guests.  
These events, combined with 
his outstanding skill as a 
speaker, helped EDUCT to build its membership and to maintain an 
interest among its members in current developments at the University.  
With the University campaign to raise 350 million pounds within 24 
million of its target and proceeding very well, Young saw this as an 
appropriate time to step aside. 
 
EDUCT members have made several contributions to this campaign, 
most notably as individuals contributing to their particular causes, but 
also to the first of EDUCT’s group efforts – the EDUCT Geography 
Centenary Fund.  Young greatly encouraged us when he enabled us 
to gain temporary endowment status at the 10,000 pounds level.  More 
on this successful initiative is provided in the update on the EGCF. 
 

HRH The Princess Royal 
 

Young Dawkins in Toronto last year 
 

http://www.etobicokelawnbowling.net/
http://www.etobicokelawnbowling.net/
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Young’s successor is Professor 
Mary Bownes.  Mary is a biologist.  
She has been at the University for 
many years, and served as Head 
of Cell and Molecular Biology 
before taking on strategic 
oversight of a number of areas 
across the University.  As Vice 
Principal, Research, Training and 
Community Relations, she is 
responsible, inter alia, for 
scholarships and bursaries, 
community relations, 
sustainability and social 
responsibility, widening 
participation, recruitment and 
admissions, public engagement 
and research training.  The 
University saw many of these 
areas fitting extremely well with 
the remit of Development and 
Alumni, which she has added to 
her portfolio of responsibilities.  As 
her title was getting too long, she 
is now Vice Principal, External 
Engagement.  Those who saw 
the article in our January 2011 
issue of EDUCT News about the 
completion of the Old College 
Quad some 200 years on may 
like to know that Mary has been 
chairing the Project Board and 
will be pleased to update us on 
the archaeological finds and 
send us images when it is 
complete. 
 

Young is expecting to continue in his profession as a fund-raiser.   
However, as we heard when he visited Toronto in September, he is also 
becoming a poet of note.  He was named the 2011 Scottish Slam 
Poetry Champion this past March as part of the Aye Write Literary 
Festival in Glasgow, and has been invited to compete in the World 
Championships in Paris this coming June. 
 
Although Mary assumed her new responsibilities in March, Young will 
remain at Edinburgh until the end of July to effect a smooth transition.  
Young wants everyone to know that EDUCT is one of his favourite clubs 
to visit and he wishes to thank EDUCT members for their hospitality in 
Toronto.  
 
EDUCT wishes Young well in his future endeavours and looks forward to 
welcoming Mary Bownes to Toronto.  
 
 
Ron Thomson’s Story of Olive Oil 
by Simon Miles 

 
Ron Thomson is someone 
you have to admire.  He 
modestly says that he is in 
the business of corporate 
development.  By this, he 
means that his company 
– Cameron Thomson – 
takes the ambitious plan 
of the visionaries who 
have sketched out the 
future directions for the 
evolution of company X 
and, with varying degrees of tweaking or surgery applied to the plan, 
makes it happen.  But beyond that, Cameron Thomson is into any 
number of fascinating ventures of their own.  For example, they are 
currently producing a film in Italy and South Africa about child 
soldiering and developing others with big name Hollywood actors.  
 

For me, however, one of 
the more fascinating of 
Ron’s tales is how he got to 
make his own olive oil.  Ron 
had always wanted to do 
this, ever since he first got 
into the business of 
exporting Tuscan olive oil 
to Canada as a way of 

paying off his Edinburgh 
fees! 
 

Mary Bownes 

The setting 

The millstones 
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Now, to make olive oil, you need 
olive trees and this means finding 
the right sort of land.  And while 
you are at it, you might as well 
find a really attractive piece of 
land.  Ron worked hard for 
several years to persuade the 
previous owners of what is now 
Castello Thomson to part with 
their property.  The wonderful 
setting is Lake Como.  The land 
rises steeply from the shore with 
the castle sitting high above the 
lake.  
 
On that steep slope one finds the 
terraces.  When Ron took over, 
nobody had lived full-time in the 
castle for 15 years and the land 
had not been cultivated for over 
40 years.  Thus some extreme 
‘weeding’ was called for.  Old 
trees and other plants that had 
completely taken over the 
terraces had to be uprooted.  So 
Ron rented a helicopter to drop 
in a back-hoe and, hey presto, 
he had five clear terraces!  Each 
is about 30’ to 40’ wide and up 
to 300’ long. 
 

Next, he had to find some trees.  
A mix of varietals is important for 
combating diseases.  Ron picked 
four: Frantoio, a prime Tuscan 
varietal, which can be olive 
green or purple in colour 
depending on when it is 
harvested; Pendolino, little purple 
ones; Morelino, that are longer, 
dark in colour, and lighter in 

flavour; and, Leccino, originally a Southern varietal.  He planted the first 
ones in 2008.  They were about 7’ tall then.  But with a healthy supply of 
cow manure they grew fast.  A local expert prunes them to ensure the 
olives are easy to harvest.  All the varietals flower in May.  Although the 
land is vulnerable to the Bergamache – the cold north-east wind – he 
has been lucky.  They produced their first crop in 2009.  It was 
impressive.  But the next year, with the very heavy rains, the crop was 
overwhelming.  Yes, the swollen olives are more vulnerable to the flies 
that lay their eggs in the olives.  But judicious organic spraying puts paid 
to the flies.   
 
The olives appear in July 
and are ready to harvest 
in October.  Ron loves the 
harvesting but the really 
fun part is taking the olives 
to the local village press.  
Big stone wheels grind the 
olives and pips to a paste.  
The pulp is then pressed 
through layers of mats to 
squeeze out the liquid.  
This is about 70 per cent 
water and 30 per cent oil.  
A centrifuge is used to 
separate the oil and water 
and the oil is collected in  large churns – just like those milk churns that 
some of us will remember from childhood days.  “Extra virgin” is the oil 
from the first cold pressing.  Some growers will then press the pulp 
again.  But Ron takes the remaining paste on the mats and uses this in 
the traditional way – as fuel for the fire in the castle.  Bottling the oil is 
done back at the castle.  It is very cloudy for about a month.  One can 
filter it, but Ron prefers it unfiltered.  He has enough to keep his family 
and friends well oiled. 
 
Judging by the width of the smile on Ron’s face as he finishes this tale, 
that oil is not just excellent, it is over the moon! 
 
 
Geoffrey Hinton Awarded Gerhard Herzberg Medal 
 
EDUCT congratulates Dr. Geoffrey Hinton on his being awarded the 
2010 Gerhard Herzberg Canada Gold Medal for Science and 
Engineering.  This annual award is the highest honour bestowed by the 
Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada.  The 
award recognizes both sustained excellence and global influence of a 
Canadian-based researcher in the natural sciences or engineering.  Dr. 
Herzberg, the Canadian after whom it is named, won the Nobel Prize 
for Chemistry in 1971.  The award carries with it a guarantee of $1 
million for the support of research.   
 

The presses 

The reward 
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Dr. Hinton is an Edinburgh 
alumnus, having completed his 
doctorate in Artificial Intelligence 
there in 1978.  In recognition of 
his contribution to science, 
Edinburgh also awarded him an 
honorary doctorate in 2001.  In 
2006, he was promoted to the 
rank of University Professor at the 
University of Toronto, where he is 
based in the Department of 
Computer Science.  EDUCT was 
fortunate to have Geoffrey 
Hinton give us an excellent 
lecture, in March 2008, on his 
work.  Margaret Reid, EDUCT’s 
current President, wrote a very 
clear summary of that talk, which 
appears in the May 2008 issue of 
EDUCT News.  For those 
interested in understanding more 
about the complex field of 
machine learning, the article is 
worth reading.  Simple 
introductions to his work are to 
be found in the September 1992 
and October 1993 issues of 
Scientific American.    
 
In essence, his work involves him 
in building computer models – 
neural networks – to understand 
and simulate how the brain 
makes sense of all the 
information presented to it.  He 
investigates ways of using neural 
networks for learning, memory, 
perception and symbol 
processing.  His findings have 
had a major impact on society 
through advances made in such 
fields as voice recognition 
software, D internet search 
engines, airport security 
scanners, and other computing 
technologies that rely on pattern 
and object recognition.  His 
current main interest is in 
unsupervised learning 
procedures for neural networks 
with rich sensory input.  
 

In addition to his post as University 
Professor at the University of Toronto, Dr. 
Hinton is a Fellow of the Canadian Institute 
for Advance Research (CIFAR) and the 
Director of its Neural Computation and 
Adaptive Perception Programme.  This is 
one of several collaborative research 
networks supported by CIFAR.  Founded in 
1982, today CIFAR enables the 
collaboration of some 385 researchers 
from 107 institutions in 16 countries to 
conduct research on a broad range of 
scientific, economic, social and cultural 
issues facing global society.  CIFAR is a 

very impressive institution, and very 
deserving of support.  Indeed, of the last 
five winners of the Gerhard Herzberg 

Medal, four have been CIFAR researchers.  For more on Geoffrey 
Hinton, go to his web site at www.cs.toronto.edu/~hinton  For more on 
CIFAR, go to its web site at  www.cifar.ca     
 
Editor’s Note: This article draws heavily from CIFAR’s web site.  EDUCT is 
grateful for the information available there and for the photograph 
CIFAR kindly provided. 
 
 
Book Review 
by Fiona Cowles 

 
Fiona Cowles, graduated from Edinburgh with 
an MA (Hons.), in geography, in 1960.  She 
and her husband Mike, also a graduate of 
Edinburgh, came to Canada in 1969.  Now 
retired, her career took her through 
cartographic publishing, educational 
research and directing a department of 
municipal parks and recreation.  She is an 
active volunteer in trail development, 
heritage conservation and community 
planning.   
 
 
Bashabi Fraser and Elaine Greig , Eds., Edinburgh, an intimate city.  An 
illustrated anthology of contemporary poetry about Edinburgh.  
Edinburgh: Department of Recreation, The City of Edinburgh Council, 
2000.  139 pp. 
 
To celebrate the Millennium, this little book was compiled with the 
support of Edinburgh City Council and the Scottish Arts Council.  The 
collection was particularly timely since it also celebrated Edinburgh’s 
‘Awakening’ with the re-establishment of a Scottish Parliament.   

Geoffrey Hinton 
Courtesy of CIFAR 

http://www.cs.toronto.edu/~hinton
http://www.cifar.ca/
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Edinburgh has always had a 
major role as a source of 
fascination and inspiration to 
writers.  It has a myriad of literary 
associations.  In the words of one 
of the anthology’s editors, Elaine 
Greig of The Writers’ Museum, 
“Most parts of the city can claim 
a literary connection, whether 
through the residence of a 
literary figure or a mention in a 
poem, novel, essay, journal or 
letter.  Some writers have always 
lived in the city; others have 
studied in Edinburgh, eloped to 
Edinburgh, worked in Edinburgh, 
retired to Edinburgh”.  

 

Having both studied and worked 
in the city, my memories and 
recollections were enjoyably 
stimulated by browsing through 
this eclectic mix of poetry, 
photographs and line drawings.  I 
imagine it is true of many of 
EDUCT’s members that we lived 
in Edinburgh at a very 
impressionable time of our lives 
when we drank in the wonderful 
range of life experiences that 
were offered to us.  It has always 
seemed to me that this ancient 
city, and its setting of the 
Pentland Hills, Arthur’s Seat and 

the Firth of Forth, was a perfect place to enjoy student days.  
Nationalism and pride lurked in the city streets and spilled out into 
many of our student exploits. 
 
To give a flavour of  some of the poetry in the book, here are a few 
verses from ‘The Awakening’ (Julie P. McAnulty): 
 
  I climb the springy turf to Arthur’s Seat 
  And reflect, that beneath my feet 
  The fire’s breath of the earth still surges below, 
  And rose to anger in this very place, 
  Twenty, thirty, forty millennia ago. 
 
  I look across to Edinburgh and remember, that as a child 
  I saw the honours of Scotland, tamed behind a wall of glass, 
  And Edinburgh bereft of pride, its throne laid bare, 
  But always had the quiet air 
  Of one who waited and hoped. 
 
  I watch the city now and sense its old heart stirring, 
  Its limbs flush with strength, that were tired and lame; 
  Edinburgh, our pride, the seat of our nation, 
  Ready to grasp the mace of governance again. 
 
  
And in ‘Edinburgh’s Botanics’ (Duncan Glen) the verses create a 
wonderful recollection of the magic of the gardens, where we used to 
pretend to go and study on warm Spring afternoons: 
 
  A humidifying scientific place, of well-marked plants 
  in linked glass houses.  There’s much bright water 
  and intelligent paths.  Exotics reaching to the topmost 
  corners in from tropical forests and cacti from many a desert place. 
 
  We are out to walk well-fed grass that curves around 
  bairns at play, sober older citizens 
  at their Sunday stroll beneath the old trees, 
  along the famous rhododendron walk surely unique  
     in this humanizing scientific place. 
 
  And through a garden of heathers of all the world. 
  And the rock garden.  Here basalts 
  from Giant’s Causeway, conglomerates from Ben Ledi 
  and weathered stones from the old Bank of Scotland building 
     all set here with peaceful growing life. 
 
  
Most of the poems in this anthology conjure up visual memories of the 
city.  Witness, for example: St. Giles Cathedral ‘history and holiness 
hanging together in subdued medieval splendour’.  And Charlotte 
Square gardens ‘with thousands of blue and yellow crocuses’.  Or Tom 

North Bridge and Salisbury Crags by 
Adam Bruce Thomson (1885 1976) – one 

of the many illustrations in the book. 
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Hubbard’s reference, in his 
poem, to Patrick Geddes’ 
Ramsay Gardens ‘mony-layered 
tenement’.  Happy memories of 
a fascinating city! 
   
Author’s Note: This book may 
prove difficult to obtain.  I was 
fortunate to be given a copy by 
Halla Beloff who, with her 
husband John, taught 
psychology at Edinburgh for 
many years. 
 
Editor’s Note: EDUCT thanks the 
City of Edinburgh Council for the 
permission to reproduce poems 
and illustrations from the book. 
 
 
Famous Alumni 
King Edward VII 
by Simon Miles 

 
Given the media coverage 
being devoted to our friendly 
rival university, St Andrews, in the 
year of its 600th Anniversary and 
the wedding of its famous 
alumnus, Prince William, EDUCT 
News was prompted to check 
out Edinburgh’s royal 
connections among its alumni.  
We came up with none other 
than Albert Edward, Prince of 
Wales and son of Queen 
Victoria, who became Edward 
VII in 1901.   
 
His time at Edinburgh was limited 
to the one summer of 1859.  He 
was only 17 at the time.  He had 
been privately tutored under the 
watchful eye of his father, Prince 
Albert, and had finally been 
given some freedom earlier that 
year with a few months studying 
in Rome.  Nothing could be 
found on those summer months 
in Edinburgh, other than that he 
studied under, among others, 

Lyon Playfair, a distinguished Professor of Chemistry who later became 
Lord Playfair and a leading light in the Liberal party as the MP for the 
University of Edinburgh and the University of St Andrews.   
 

By that autumn, he had moved on to 
Oxford and, a year later, to Cambridge.  
At university he finally became an 
attentive student, something that had not 
characterized his earlier education.  
Having Queen Victoria for his mother, he 
had to wait 59 years before ascending 
the throne.  He had been given little 
preparation for his role as King, seemingly 
because Victoria could not bring herself 
to see him as King.  However, when the 
time came, his social skills served him and 
the country well.  He is widely credited 
with having enabled the establishment of 
the Entente Cordiale, between Britain 
and France.  He is well known for his love 
of life, whether at the races, in the 
theatre, or in the company of a 
remarkable number of mistresses.  He 
was, however, also surprisingly egalitarian 
for his time, something that made him 
immensely popular when visiting far-flung 

parts of the then-extensive Empire.  He was in Canada and the United 
States in the summer of 1860 on a trip which, for a student Prince, was 
recognized as a diplomatic success.  He died in 1910, and was 
succeeded by his son, who became King George V.     
 
Editor’s Note: EDUCT thanks Geoffrey Rose for providing this lead to this 
famous alumnus 
 
 
Welcome to Our New Members 
by Simon Miles 

 
Christophe Kervégant-Tanguy is the Executive Director of the 
Association des universités de la francophonie canadienne.  Now living 
in Ottawa, Christophe was born in Brittany.  He earned his B.A., in 
Economics, from the University of Rennes, in 1989, and an M.Sc. from 
the same university followed in 1991.  However, the second year of that 
M.Sc. had been spent in the USA, at St. Thomas University, in 
Minneapolis.  Enjoying life in the US, he stayed to do an M.B.A., in 1992, 
at the Opus College of Business, at St. Thomas.  While there, he had 
been introduced to the world of intellectual property.  He decided to 
explore the options for a Ph.D. in law, with a focus on intellectual 
property. 
 

Detail from a portrait of  King 
Edward VII, in his coronation 

robes, by Sir Samuel Luke 
Fildes, that hangs in the 
National Portrait Gallery 
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Although he admits that his 
choice of law schools was 
influenced by the desire to 
travel, he saw Cambridge and 
Edinburgh as offering the best 
opportunities at the time.  He 
had been in the UK before and 
so was, in his words, “able to take 
the apple”.  What had really 
attracted him to Edinburgh was 
the work of Prof. Hector 
MacQueen, Professor of Private 
Law, and an expert in intellectual 
property, at the School of Law.  
What added to his good fortune, 
however, was that he was able 
to arrange for Prof. William R. 
Cornish, the internationally 
respected expert in intellectual 
property law at Cambridge and 
London School of Economics, to 
serve as the other juror for his 
thesis.  
 
For his Ph.D. thesis he chose a 
theme that drew upon 
economics, political science and 
law.  In essence, he was 
interested in the study of human 
action, known as praxeology, 
that is, how humans purposefully 
strategize and utilize means over 
a period of time in order to 
achieve desired ends.  As 
Christophe observes, knowledge 
is key in that process.  For 
knowledge to be produced 
someone must think of an idea, 
learn from others and decide to 
pursue it further.  Understanding 
how the knowledge is created 
and organized (intellectual 
property) had been for 
Christophe an essential building 
block in his education, like 
completing a puzzle.  For 
Christophe, the idea he wished 
to explore was that information 
technologies affect the way we 
now process information and 
act. 
 

Despite the challenge of the theme, he managed to submit his Ph.D. 
thesis in three years, at the age of 25.  What he had not counted on 
was that he would have to wait a year to do his viva voce.  He 
received his Ph.D. in 1996. 
 
What Christophe loved about 
Edinburgh was the positive and 
enlightening environment that was 
so supportive of his own optimistic 
outlook on life.  He was fortunate to 
have had a splendid room in the 
Milne’s Court residence.  But of 
greater interest was his office.  This 
was at sub-street level in Old 
College.  It was directly under what 
had been the original operating 
theatre of the medical school when 
it had been located in that building.  
Back in those days, the cadavers 
had been stored in the room next to 
his.  They would be hoisted up to the 
operating theatre through a trap in the ceiling.  Not surprisingly, there 
was a constant stream of tourists passing though the building while 
Christophe was there.  
 
Christophe also appreciated the fact that Prof. MacQueen had a large 
number of international students who enriched each other’s lives.  And 
then there were other stimulating discussions with such diverse faculty 
as Alexander McCall Smith and the late Sir Neil MacCormick.  However, 
he was very conscious that, as a doctoral student, one is isolated much 
of the time.  Thus he took up rowing for the social fun.  He was a 
member of the First Eight in 1994.  But, fast as the men were on the 
water, that was at a time when the women outshone the men! 
 
After completing his thesis, and while waiting to defend it, he returned 
to France to do his military service.  Given his education, he was 
assigned to work on intergovernmental contracts.  He actually enjoyed 
it.  He stayed another six years in France, working on mergers and 
acquisitions before moving on to information systems at a 
pharmaceutical firm.  Then, in 2002, he attended the elite 
Conservatoire national des arts et métiers, in Paris, to pursue 
international relations.  This led to consulting in Paris.  However, he 
found the business environment somewhat stultifying.  He wanted to 
explore the world and so, in 2005, he decided to move to Canada. 
 
In four months he had a permanent job with the Canadian Nurses 
Association and in short order he rose to become the Chief Operating 
Officer of NurseONE, a business partnership with Health Canada.  The 
Association provides support to nurses employed in a variety of fields - 
from work with First Nations to the nursing in the military.  He also 
pursued his interest in history, and took the opportunity to learn more 
about heraldry, described by Sir Iain Moncreiffe of that Ilk as "the floral 
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border in the garden of history".  
He joined the Ottawa Valley 
Branch of the Royal Heraldry 
Society of Canada.  Today, he is 
the Society’s volunteer President. 
 
He took up his current job as 
Executive Director of the 
Association des universités de la 
francophonie canadienne 
because he was intrigued by the 
challenge of providing 
opportunities for young people 
to study in French.  He is, 
however, very conscious that 
one’s personal development is 
very much related to the 
development of the institution 
within which one works.  As an 
immigrant, he recognizes that 
Canada has offered him exciting 
opportunities and, as a citizen, 
looks forward to contributing in 
other fields as rewarding and 
meaningful … and taking up 
new challenges.  Christophe has 
already travelled far in his 
professional career.  It will be 
interesting to see where he may 
go next. 
 
EDUCT welcomes Christophe. 
 
 
Christine Saunders is a Principal 
and Vice-President of H2 Central.  
This marketing and 
communications firm, in the 
heart of downtown, has made its 
name in serving a broad range 
of clients in the financial services 
sector and the not-for-profit 
sector.  H2 Central?  Well, the H2 
is for her two founding 
partners….Don Hall and Elizabeth 
Hoyle.  And the Central is 
designed to capture the reality 
of life in the office of “the go-to 
people”.   
 
It is indeed a very busy office.  
Marketing firms don’t just do 

advertising.  They do promotions, newsletters, thought papers, strategic 
positioning papers, and much more.  Their view is that marketing is 
about creating the conditions to buy and that means reaching, 
persuading and influencing audiences to change their behaviours 
and, sometimes, their beliefs.  Thus H2 Central gets into such activities 
as articulating positions for investment companies, public relations for 
major GTA transit authorities, interactive and social media for 
government regulators and education organizations, and graphic 
design for all.  
 
For Christine, the valued client is the one who has a good product, that 
is beneficial for society, and that the client is prepared to stand by.  She 
maintains that H2 Central is not in the spin-doctor game.  The client has 
to be able to explain and justify his product.  Having said that, Christine 
rises to the challenge of being able to find the interesting in the less 
than interesting products.  More fundamentally, she loves taking a big 
idea or concepts at play in our social and political environments and 
ensuring H2’s clients connect to these sustaining and powerful drivers of 
our behaviour.   
 
How did she get to be in such a stimulating job?   

 
Christine grew up in Halifax.  She 
went to the University of King’s 
College to take advantage of its 
excellent Foundation Year 
where she read through the 
Western Cannon – literally “from 
Plato to Nato”.  King’s College is 
a small university of just over 
1,000 students.  It is affiliated with 
Dalhousie and, as is the norm, 
Christine went on to Dal in her 
last three years of her B.A. for her 
more advanced courses.  
However, her degree is from 

King’s College.  The excellent liberal arts education enabled her to get 
a first class summer job as a cleaner, which had the salutary effect of 
encouraging her to improve her lot fast.  In no time, she had saved 
enough to escape to the UK.  
 
As the story goes, it was a dark and gloomy night.  She arrived at 
Waverley Station on just such a night, early in December.  Within an 
hour of walking along Prince’s Street, she realized that this was the 
place for her.  Yes, there were depressing moments, especially the 
really cold ones, but the newly acquired “desperation duvet” dealt 
with those.  She decided to check out what the University had to offer.  
She had contemplated law, but she was haunted by the reality that 
her young lawyer friends were working far too hard and not 
compensatingly happy.  Armed with lots of information on graduate 
school opportunities, she returned home to consult with the parents.   
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She was back in Edinburgh, in 
September 1994, to take her 
one-year M.Sc. in philosophy.  
Yes, a research-driven Master’s in 
philosophy is an M.Sc.  Due to a 
technicality, she was unable to 
receive her degree in 1995.  
However, she had already 
decided to proceed to her 
doctorate at the University of 
Glasgow.  In love with Edinburgh, 
she started commuting to the 
other place.  But then it struck 
her….academia was not to be 
her future.  So she settled for an 
M.Phil. from Glasgow after a 
year.  This put Christine in the very 
peculiar position of receiving two 
degrees, from two different 
universities, in one year!  Clearly, 
this worked wonders for her 
happiness. 
 
With an aura of genius hanging 
over her, she returned home to 
explore opportunities.  A flirtation 
with backroom politics didn’t 
work out, so it was off to Toronto.  
Now, if there is one thing that 
Maritimers are not meant to 
confess to, it is enjoying working 
on Bay Street.  TD Bank was an 
excellent introduction to life in 
the city.  This, and work at a 
number of small entrepreneurial 
firms, provided a solid foundation 
for her chance move into 
marketing when she met Hall 
and Hoyle.  The rest is history. 
 
EDUCT welcomes Christine and 
trusts that she will be happy in 
our company. 
 
 
Roger Smith is an Interventional 
Neuroradiologist working in 
Medical Imaging.  He is based 
with the University Health 
Network and Toronto Western 
Hospital.  He is also an Assistant 
Professor in the Department of 

Radiology at the University of Toronto.  That sounds very stable, and 
indeed it is.  But getting there has been a non-stop adventure. 
 
Roger was fortunate to have his early years running barefoot in Malawi.  
His Scottish father was then an engineer with a tobacco company.  
When it came time to return to Edinburgh, at the age of eight, he was 
introduced to shoes.  Edinburgh Medical School was the next stop in 
the civilizing process.  He chose Edinburgh because it was excellent, 
not because it was on the doorstep.  But he needed his own space.  So 
he got married!  Indeed, this was a very strategic move, since it carried 
the cachet of stability – a sought-after quality in medical grads.  He 
simply decided to get it out of the way well before graduating.  
Graduation, while it equipped him with his M.B., Ch.B., came as a rude 
shock.  Yes, he had a good job, but it came with enormous 
responsibilities and horrendous hours.  As an intern, he would work 120 
hours a week, every week.  He lived in his own world.  Movies had a 
beginning and an end; he slept through them.  Two weeks off every six 
months was a dream come true, much of it spent dreaming.  But it had 
its benefits.  To this day, he finds it very easy to take a refreshing nap for 
20 minutes, even in the dentist’s chair!  In 1978, after one year of this, he 
had his licence to practice in the UK.  He wanted to specialize in 
surgery and at that time it was a self-directed exercise in getting 
training on the job.  Regular jobs were six-month stints with long hours.  
On his nights off he would put in four hours on dissections.  He earned 
the respect of his seniors and was recommended for a job in South 
Africa.  It was 1980.  Medicine was very depressed in the UK, so he 
jumped at the chance.   
 
Durban was another world from 
Edinburgh.  There the Edinburgh degree 
had a considerable cachet.  Roger 
began to appreciate why that was so.  
The quality of his training as a general 
surgeon was of enormous value as he 
confronted every conceivable challenge 
on a daily basis.  And in Durban shifts of 
24 hours sometimes extended to 36 hours.  
The incentive to keep going was the 
wonderful working environment.  He 
stayed there until 1985.  By that time he 
had been elected a Fellow of the Royal 
College of Surgeons of Edinburgh.  And 
he had divorced and remarried. 
 
In 1985, Roger had his first visit to Toronto – on a fellowship in 
neurosurgery at St. Mike’s and the TGH.  The catch was that his 
academic visa had to be renewed every six months.  Somehow, he 
kept charming the powers that be into granting him more fellowships 
until 1988.  Then he had the offer of a job in neuro-imaging in 
Capetown.  So off he and his South African wife went.  Shortly after that 
he was invited to head up the Neuroradiology Division at Stellenbosch 
University.  He stayed there until 1992, but the socio-political situation 
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was becoming too challenging 
for bringing up young children.  
So it was off to Suffolk, in 
England, as a general 
practitioner.  It may well be that 
he would have stayed there but 
for a chance telephone call from 
Queen’s University, which was 
looking for someone with his 
background in medical imaging.  
He wowed them at the interview 
and, even better, he got 
Queen’s to ensure he had his 
landed immigrant papers in 
place from the outset.  Two years 
later, in 1995, he joined the 
University Health Network in 
Toronto as a neuroradiologist in 
imaging.  In lay terms, this 
involves putting patients in 
imaging machines and checking 
out everything from their brains 
to their nervous systems.  In 
addition, he treats patients with 
spinal injuries.   
 
EDUCT welcomes a now 
thoroughly stable Roger.  
 
 
Shelia Lathe was born in 
Hamilton, Scotland.  When it was 
time to pick a university, she had 
her sights on Edinburgh.  Why?  A 
friend had six older brothers and 
three of them had graduated in 
medicine from Edinburgh.   If 
they could do it, she could!  Her 
father had wanted her to attend 
Glasgow and so she had to sit 
the bursary exams for the local 
university.  Father accused her of 
doing a poor job on the exams, 
just so she could have a try for 
Edinburgh.  And, of course, she 
got her way, and an Edinburgh 
bursary! 
 
It was 1947, times were tough 
and there was a lot of 
competition for places at 
university.  Of the swollen class of 

240 students, only 40 were women.  Of the men, most were returning 
ex-servicemen.  Thus it was particularly hard for the younger men, who 
were just leaving school, to get a place.  Her class did get one 
collective break, however.  Her year was the last that would be able to 
work towards the double degree of M.B., Ch.B. in five years.  Thereafter, 
it became a six-year course of study.   
 
Despite the demands of medical studies, she found time for extra-
curricular activities.  She loved singing.  Two years before she arrived on 
the Edinburgh scene, a theology student, Ian Pitt-Watson, had founded 
the Edinburgh University Singers.  He later became a world-famous 
preacher, and the all-student chamber choir survives to this day.  And 
Sheila is still singing in choirs in the Toronto area. 
 

Upon graduation in 1952, Sheila 
moved to Gloucester, where she 
decided to specialize in pathology.  
Subsequently, Central Middlesex 
Hospital had an opening which 
gave her the opportunity to pursue 
her interest in haematological 
pathology and blood banking.  As 
the time neared when she would 
have to take her exams, she 
realized that the job prospects in 
the UK for women specialists were 
slim -- still a post-war effect.  Hence 
the decision to emigrate.  With two 
sisters already living in Ontario, 
Toronto was an easy choice to 
make.  However, she discovered 
that haematological pathology 
would be as hard to get into as it 

was in the UK.  So, general pathology it was to be.  As everyone in the 
medical field knows, Canada demands that you do time becoming a 
Canadian practitioner, and in Ontario one had to re-sit final exams to 
become a licentiate of the Medical Council of Canada.  Would-be 
specialists have to undergo at least five years of qualifying 
postgraduate labour.  Fortunately, she was able to get a credit of three 
years for her UK experience and thus, after another three years in 
hospital and research in Toronto, she was able to pass the pathology 
exams.  
 
Her professional career (as Dr. Sheila Birse) has been spent largely in 
Toronto, working from various hospitals.  Marriage and four children 
meant taking twelve years off.  Divorce later prompted her to move 
east to Trenton where she could spend more time with her other love – 
sailing.  As an avid sailor, she has been over the Great Lakes, into 
Quebec, down to the Gulf of Mexico and around the Gulf Islands off 
Canada’s west coast.  She wishes she could still take such trips.  Now 
the sailboat is up for sale.  It is a 23 ft., 1978 O’Day.  If anyone is 

Shelia Lathe performs at our 
Burns Dinner 
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interested in a trailerable gunk-
hole-able boat, call Sheila, at 
416-284-6249. 
 
EDUCT welcomes Sheila ashore. 
 
 
James de P. Hunter will doubtless 
be confused with our Founding 
President, James (Jim) Hunter.  
While this may enable both of 
them to attribute blame for any 
mishap to their namesake, we 
shall have to devise a way of 
keeping track of them.  While 
James the Younger has a 
distinctive middle initial in his 
name, I favour his being given 
the title of James Hunter II for 
now.  We shall work something 
out.   
 
This James Hunter was born and 
raised in Toronto.  He attended 
Queen’s University, where he 
graduated with a B.Com. in 2009.  
In his third year, he undertook an 
exchange to Edinburgh for the 
winter term.  He loved it.  Not 
surprisingly, therefore, when he 
was considering graduate 
studies, he opted to return to 
Edinburgh for the M.Sc. in 
Finance & Investment.  It also 
happened to be a research 
degree, which gave him a good 
deal of flexibility in the use of his 
time.  And there were other 
reasons for going to Edinburgh.  
Both an uncle and a 
grandmother had completed 
exchanges to Edinburgh while 
reading for their undergraduate 
degrees at Queen’s, and had 
very much enjoyed their time in 
the city. 
 
He was fortunate to secure a 
room at Milne’s Court residence 
on the High Street.  The westerly 
view meant that he enjoyed 
dramatic sunsets silhouetting the 

castle.  He was a member of the university’s first badminton team 
during the year, which took him to other universities in Scotland and 
ensured that he completed his requisite tours.  He also managed to 
find time for a two-week trip to China, which was a real eye-opener.  
However, he has consciously saved a visit to the Highlands for a later 
trip back to Scotland.   
 
He had been in Edinburgh for only 
a month when a job opportunity 
came up at Manulife’s 
headquarters in Toronto.  The 
interview was successful and so he 
found himself starting work in July 
2010, before he had finished his 
thesis.  It was a hot and very 
demanding summer!  But he made 
it through!  He is currently an 
Investment Analyst in the 
company’s two-year Investment 
Division Rotational Program.  
Having completed his first six 
months in Corporate Development, 
he is now a member of the 
Proprietary Investments group.  He 
believes the research-based M.Sc. 
was an excellent fit for this type of 
work.  However, like other young, competitive people in this field, he is 
not content to take time off from his continuing education.  Now he is 
studying for the CFA designation ... and playing badminton and squash 
in his spare time.   
 
EDUCT welcomes James 
 
 
Donald Warne Remembered 
 

 
EDUCT is very sad to 
announce the death of 
Donald Warne on 14 
February, and expresses its 
heartfelt condolences to 
his widow, Hester.  Hester 
remarked that she and 
Don always enjoyed the 
Annual Dinner and the 
opportunity it afforded, 
through the tradition of 
shifting seats between 
courses, to meet so many 

other members.  Our photograph shows Donald and Hester at our 
dinner in 2009.  In the May 2009 issue of EDUCT News, Donald had 
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written a fascinating article on 
some highlights of his life, with 
particular attention to one 
notable pair of his ancestors, 
Malcolm III, King of Scotland, 
from 1057-1093, and his Queen, 
Margaret.  Members interested in 
Scottish history may wish to read 
that article, which is on page 11 
of that issue of the newsletter 
and which is to be found on the 
EDUCT portal of the Edinburgh 
University web site  
http://www.dev.ed.ac.uk/clubs/t
oronto/newsletter_previous_issue
s.html   

 
Are you a fan of Scottish writing? 
Do you enjoy reading novels and 
non-fiction by Scottish authors?  
How about books about 
Scotland or Scots?  If so, EDUCT 
would welcome your views and 
opinions for publication in EDUCT 
News.  Please contact the EDUCT 
News Editor, Simon Miles at 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca  
 

Tell us your news 
EDUCT News is always looking for 
interesting alumni stories and news.  
We are happy to hear about 
what’s new with you!  Whether you 
have just returned from an 
interesting trip or have a memory 
you wish to share with your fellow 
EDUCT Members, we would love to 
hear from you. 
 
If you have a something you 
would like to share, please 
contact the EDUCT News Editor, 
Simon Miles at simon-
miles@sympatico.ca 
 

Lindsay Nemeth Takes Over from Fiona Tompkinson On Newsletter 
Formatting 
by Simon Miles 

 
Our much-valued formatter of the newsletter, Fiona Tompkinson, is to 
have a baby in June and, understandably, has decided to step back 
from much of her volunteer work for a while.   Lindsay Nemeth, a 
relatively new member of EDUCT, has kindly volunteered her services, 
starting with this issue.  I think all members will agree that much of the 
attraction of the EDUCT news is the way in which the newsletter is laid 
out.  Considerable thought goes into getting the photographs of the 
right size and juggling the text to make it all the more readable, once it 
has come from me, as Editor.  Fiona did a terrific job for us and has set 
the bar high for Lindsay.  On behalf of all EDUCT members, I should like 
to thank both Fiona for her contributions to date and Lindsay for 
assuming the mantle of responsibility going forward.  
 

MEMBERSHIP DUES  
 
Annual membership fees are due in January of each year. If you have 
not yet renewed for this year, please send your cheque, for $35, 
payable to EDUCT, and marked “membership”, to our Treasurer, Ms. 
Toni McGregor, at: 464 Scarlett Crescent, Burlington, Ontario, L7L 5P1. 
Your promptness in this regard greatly lightens the load on our 
volunteer Board and is thus much appreciated. Thank you, in advance, 
for your payment.  
 
Members and Membership 
We know of over 170 graduates in the Toronto area. As of April 2011, 
we have 101 members. If you would be interested in joining EDUCT, 
please do not hesitate to contact the EDUCT President or the Club 
Treasurer. 
 
Friends of EDUCT 
Friends of EDUCT are recognized by the Club by virtue of the generosity 
they demonstrated when, as non-members, they donated to the 
University of Edinburgh through an EDUCT-initiated special fund. 
 
Carlyle Circle Members in Canada 
EDUCT wishes to acknowledge the generosity of alumni and friends of 
the University of Edinburgh who have decided to leave a bequest to 
the University in their wills. They are recognized by the University as 
Carlyle Circle members. We extend our gratitude to each of them. If 
you are a member of the Carlyle Circle or know of such members, you 
are encouraged to contact us. 
 
  

http://www.dev.ed.ac.uk/clubs/toronto/newsletter_previous_issues.html
http://www.dev.ed.ac.uk/clubs/toronto/newsletter_previous_issues.html
http://www.dev.ed.ac.uk/clubs/toronto/newsletter_previous_issues.html
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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Treasurer’s Report 
 
Our Treasurer reports that 
EDUCT's accounts, as of March 
31, 2011, show a balance of 
$19,045.62 (comprising a GIC of 
$12,500 and $6,545.62 cash on 
deposit). 
 

 
Our thanks go out to: 
Lindsay Nemeth for graphic 
design and layout. 

 
 
EDUCT News is published three times a year in January, May and 
September. Please send submissions or ideas for articles to the Editor:                  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca 
  

The Story Behind EDUCT 
 
“EDUCT” is intended to form 
the acronym for the 
Edinburgh University Club of 
Toronto.  
 
“Educt” is a word which 
means, in the language of 
chemists:  
“A body separated by 
decomposition from 
another.”  
 

In addition, there is “e-duct”, 
an electronic channel, which 
seems appropriate for all of 
our members receiving 
EDUCT News via e-mail. 

 

 
Board of Directors  
 
We invite your comments and suggestions at any time. Please feel free to contact 
any member of the Board of Directors with your comments and suggestions: 
  
Margaret Reid  
President,  
(MPhil 1995), 416.697.2807  
educt.margaret@gmail.com 
 
Liz McBeth  
Vice President and Communications,  
(MA Hons 1994), 416.697.9287  
liz@mcbeth-media.com  
 
Toni McGregor  
Treasurer,  
(BA 1978), 905.637.9015  
tonimcg@cogeco.ca  
 
Joshua Gillespie  
Immediate Past President,  
(MA Hons 1994, MBA 1998), 416.835.7447  
Josh.Gillespie@algonquinpower.com  
 
Simon Miles  
Past President  
(MA Hons 1962), 416.466.8793  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca  
 
Paul Bradley  
Past President  
(BSc Hons 1982), 416.464.9771  
pbradley@frasermackenzie.com 
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