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On behalf of 

the Board, I 

wish you all a 

very Happy 

New Year.  I 

would also like 

to take this 

opportunity to 

welcome our 

new members, eight of whom are 

featured in this newsletter.  We‟ve 

had so many new members join that 

we ran out of space!  Subsequent 

newsletters will include profiles of 

other new members.  

 

On the subject of alumni, I hope that 

none of us shall feel lesser by 

comparison when reading this issue‟s 

Famous Alumni column on Dr. Peter 

Mark Roget.  For those in search of 

levity, go to page 12 for Emily‟s tips 

on getting married in „Vegas! 

 

As the list of our upcoming events on 

this page reveals, we begin the year 

celebrating Burns.  In February, I 

encourage you to sign up for an 

afternoon of curling – beginners and 

professionals are welcome!  In 

March, we will be very fortunate to 

hear Ms. Freya Kristjanson speak on 

the subject of The Arar Inquiry: 

National Security in Canada.  In 

April, Dr. Richard Hunt, Edinburgh 

graduate and internationally 

renowned gastroenterologist, will 

speak at our Annual Dinner.  

 

We look forward to seeing you at 

these and other events throughout 

the year.  We trust that they will 

encourage you to renew your 

membership soon.  It is that time of 

year again!  See page 22 for details. 

                                      Margaret Reid 

 

 

Upcoming Club and Alumni Events 

 
 

 The 2011 Burns Nightcap 
When Thursday, 20 January, 2011, 6:30 pm to 10:00 pm (five days before Burns). 

Where The Duke of Kent, on Yonge Street, east side, at Roehampton Avenue, just north of Eglinton 
Avenue East.  Parking underground across Yonge, or surface lot on Roehampton. 

Details All are part of the entertainment.  Ian Duncan promises another star performance.  

RSVP Liz McBeth,  liz@mcbeth-media.com 416-697-9287 or 
Toni McGregor,  tonimcg@cogeco.ca 905-637-9015 

 

EDUCT Curling Funspeil 
When Saturday, 12 February, 2011, 3:30 pm for 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm ice time. 

Where Leaside Curling Club, on Millwood at Laird. 

Details Limited numbers, so book early; cost is $20 each.  Watch for details re. clothing and 
footwear.  Allow time for drinks afterwards.  Emily Bain will again be our guide to interpreting 
the rules. 

RSVP Josh Gillespie,  josh.gillespie@algonquinpower.com 416-835-7447 
Or:  Emily Bain,  emilyabain@hotmail.com   416-435-4607 

 

The Arar Inquiry: National Security in Canada 
When Sunday, 27 March, 2011, 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm 

Where The Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto. 

Details Our speaker, Freya Kristjanson, was Senior Legal Counsel in the Arar Inquiry Policy Review.  
In addition to being a practising lawyer, she is an Adjunct Professor at the Faculty of Law, 
University of Toronto.  The cost is $15 for members and guests. 

RSVP Margaret Reid, mmreid66@yahoo.ca  416-697-2807 
 

EDUCT Annual Dinner 
When Friday, April 15, 2011, 6:30 pm 

Where The Great Hall, The Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto. 

Details Dr. Richard Hunt, Professor, Gastroenterology, McMaster University Health Science Centre, 
will be our after-dinner speaker on the subject: Science, Society and the Gastroenterologist: 
The Influence of Politics, Pharma and Professors.   A graduate of Edinburgh, Dr. Hunt is now 
working worldwide.  He will introduce us to some of the more fascinating dimensions of the 
larger context within which research, teaching and drug development are being pursued in a 
field that has to be of more than passing interest to all of us at some point in our lives.  The 
cost is $70 each.   

RSVP Simon Miles,  simon-miles@sympatico.ca 416-466-8793 or 
Toni McGregor,  tonimcg@cogeco.ca 905-637-9015 

 

Annual General Meeting and Doors Open Toronto Tour 
When Sunday, 29 May, 2011, 1:30 pm 

Where The Offices of Fraser Mackenzie, 48 Yonge Street. 

Details Meeting to be followed or preceded by a tour of a building of interest. 

Info Paul Bradley,  pbradley@frasermackenzie.com 416-464-9771 

 
 
 

 

 

Membership fees for 2011 are due in January. 

If you have not yet renewed, please see page 22 for details. 
 

Message from the President 

 

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni  

in Toronto? Please pass this newsletter on to 

anyone who might be interested. 
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Roger Smith, clearly in good spirits, 

appears convinced by Kester Kong  

of the merits of joining EDUCT 

 

 

Martha Harrison informs and Paul 

Bradley takes it all in 
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Tasting More Scotch Whiskies 

by Donald J. Gillies 

On November 25, 2010, 17 EDUCT members and their guests had 

another welcome opportunity to sample three Scotch whiskies: Té 

Bheag nan Eilean, Springbank, and Longrow, compliments of the 

distillers represented by their 

Canadian agent Martha Harrison, a 

principal of  Connexion Oenophilia 

Inc., and our tasting tutor for the 

evening.  Once again we are 

grateful to Martha for making these 

Scotches available to us.  The 

donations of these whiskies enable 

EDUCT to make monetary   

donations to Edinburgh University.  

 

When we arrived at the reception 

area of Fraser Mackenzie‟s premises 

in the heart of Toronto‟s business 

district we were welcomed by our host, Paul Bradley, and directed to 

the boardroom where the three Scotch whiskies awaited us, 

transforming the business workplace into a convivial gathering spot 

with their fragrant promise.  The whiskies were laid out in the suggested 

tasting order, along with still water for mixing, usually recommended for 

enhancing the taste, since neat whisky can overpower many palates.  

Tasty snacks, hot and cold, were wisely provided to accompany the 

potent distillates.  As ever, we are grateful to Paul, Chief Operating 

Officer of Fraser Mackenzie, and his staff for giving us such an excellent 

and convenient venue and all the trimmings that went with it.  The 

hospitable manner he has demonstrated at so many EDUCT events 

over the years is truly of great value to us. 

 

Some members may be familiar with the blended Té Bheag nan Eilean, 

translated in various ways but in the vernacular “a wee dram from the 

island.”  The island is Skye, site of Pràban na Linne, the company owned 

by the late Sir Iain Noble at Eilean Iarmain – anglicized to Isleornsay – in 

Sleat in the south of Skye.  We enjoyed several of Sir Iain‟s whiskies two 

years ago, again guided by Martha.  Té Bheag is labeled a 

“connoisseur‟s blend” with a high content of malts from five to eleven 

years old and matured in sherry casks.  I have not been able to find out 

which whiskies make up this blend, 

but its smoky trace points to one or 

more peaty malts, perhaps from 

Islay, Jura, or up the road from 

Pràban na Linne, in Carbost, where 

Talisker, Skye‟s only whisky, is made.  

Té Bheag is unchillfiltered – it will 

appear cloudy when cold, but no 

true lover of whisky would leave it 

long in that condition. 
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Others, albeit not so clearly, appear  

just as one would expect after such  

an evening  

 

 

New to many EDUCT members 

were the two other whiskies 

served: Springbank and 

Longrow.  Both are single malts 

distilled at the Springbank 

distillery in Campbeltown by J&A 

Mitchell & Co. Ltd.  

Campbeltown, on the Mull of 

Kintyre peninsula in the southwest 

of Scotland, about 240 kilometres 

from Glasgow, was once the 

whisky capital of Scotland.  Some 

21 distilleries were established 

there between 1823 and 1879, 

including Springbank and 

Longrow.  They were separate 

companies then but now both 

are owned by Mitchell.  

(Campbeltown‟s decline as a 

whisky centre and its 

replacement by Speyside is a 

tale for another time.)  The 

Springbank distillery is distinctive 

in that it carries out the whole 

whisky-making process – the 

floor-malting to sprout the barley, 

its maturation, and bottling – on 

site.  Martha points out that 

“Springbank produces the most 

handmade whisky in the country, 

using traditional production 

methods throughout the process 

with human involvement at each 

and every stage.” 

 

The Springbank we tasted was 

ten years old at 40% and 

matured mostly in used 

American bourbon casks.  U.S. 

law forbids the reuse of old casks.  

It is also available aged 15, 21, 25 

and 30 years, at 46% in Scotland; 

there is a 12-year-old cask 

strength at 58.6% coming in 

January and a 12-year-old claret 

finish promised for February, both 

to LCBO Vintages.  I was hard-

pressed to find, with or without 

water, distinguishing features in 

our sample, other than a 

discernible light creosote flavour 

derived from the peat used to 

dry the malted barley. So I will call on Wallace Milroy‟s Malt Whisky 

Almanac: A Taster‟s Guide (pocket-sized, regularly updated, and worth 

looking for) to teach us that Springbank‟s nose is a positive, rich aroma 

with a slight sweetness and its taste is well-balanced, full of charm and 

elegance – “a malt drinker‟s dream.  It‟s a superb after-dinner drink.  

You won‟t refuse the second one!”  Some members confirmed the 

aptness of this observation. 

 

Our Longrow sample was also ten years old at 40% and matured in 

both Spanish sherry and American bourbon casks.  There is a 17-year-

old at 46% as well.  For me, the 

most distinctive aspect of this 

malt, neat or with water, was a 

stone or flint foretaste.  I 

wondered about the source of 

the distiller‟s water and later 

learned that both of these malts 

draw on the distillery‟s nearby 

Crosshill Loch.  The Springbank 

had no such taste so it was not 

the loch water I was tasting.  

Milroy reports that Longrow‟s nose 

is an island-peaty, medicinal 

aroma and its taste is also well-

balanced with a hint of 

sweetness, a succulent peaty palate and a fine lingering aftertaste: 

“almost an Islay,” a reference to the eight strongly peaty malts from 

that island such as Lagavulin and Laphroaig, and “a connoisseur‟s 

dram.” 

 

It will be evident to members from these comments that my nose and 

palate, long put to earnest and dedicated work for EDUCT, may be in 

need of remediation.  I would welcome both your own views on these 

whiskies and also the support of the membership for an intensive course 

of malt tasting in the Vintages Tasting Tower of my local Summerhill 

LCBO.  No undertaking is too great in the enduring service to my alma 

mater.  

 

If you would like to explore and share the enthusiasm about 

Campbeltown and its whisky from a distinctive perspective, and find 

yourself in the Scotland of 50 years ago, follow this link (certainly not to 

be read as an advertisement for whiskies from distilleries other than J&A 

Mitchell): 

 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m14Fdg2SQU0  

 

Editor‟s Note: EDUCT wishes to thank Donald for having given so 

generously of his time, since his days at Edinburgh, to the study of such 

a wide variety of malts.  Where would we be without such a clear-

headed taster to guide us? 

  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m14Fdg2SQU0
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EDUCT Geography Centenary 

Fund: Progress Report 

by Simon Miles 

 

In our September issue I noted 

that the Fund was near the 

20,000 pounds level.  By the end 

of December the new total was 

about 21,800 pounds.  Using the 

same exchange rate that I have 

used throughout this campaign, 

of $2 to the pound, we had 

added about $3,500.  Thus we 

continue to inch closer to our 

target minimum of 25,000 

pounds, or $50,000.  While we still 

have commitments that have 

yet to be realized, as I have said 

before, I am not one to count 

something like this until I can eat 

it!  Hence the plan is to continue 

to raise funds, and if we do 

happen to exceed the minimum, 

this will obviously be more than 

welcome at the University.  

 

Not surprisingly, therefore, 

locating more donors is still the 

order of the day.  If you do come 

across any Edinburgh graduates 

who are not members of EDUCT, 

firstly, do ask them if they would 

like to join, especially if they are 

in the Toronto area and, 

secondly, do ask if they would 

consider a donation to the 

EDUCT Geography Centenary 

Fund.  All donations generate 

charitable receipts for income 

tax purposes.  

 

As promised, in this issue we are 

providing a list of donors since 

our previous listing last January.  

We wish to extend our thanks to 

them for their generosity.  Of 

particular interest is that most of 

them are repeat donors.  For the 

one new donor who is not 

remaining anonymous, we have 

listed only the Edinburgh degree.  The donors are as follows. 

 Two anonymous donors 

 Paul Bradley, B.Sc. (Hons.) Engineering Science, 1982; Chief 

Operating Officer, Fraser Mackenzie Limited; Toronto.  

 and a second generous donation from each of: John Donnelly, 

in England; Christine Gude of Toronto; Janette Hannah, in New 

Hampshire USA; David Kemp of Thunder Bay; Toni McGregor of 

Burlington; Simon Miles of Toronto; Alison Robertson (née 

Malloch) of Edinburgh; and, R. Geoffrey Rose of Quebec and 

England.   

 

Sod the Quad  

Doubtless every student who has ever passed through the quad in Old 

College must have seen it as a space crying out for grass.  No Virginia, 

not marijuana …. though with a price tag of 1 million pounds one can 

be excused for wondering whether that is what is being planted now.  

Whether it took the moving in of the lawyers to deal with the grassing 

issue may never be revealed.  However, finally, the quad surface is 

being finished according to the original design of Robert Adam and 

John Playfair.  Paving stones will surround the grass.  Here we have a 

photo, taken in the late summer of 2010, by Noel Wright, of work in 

progress.  It is to be completed by April 2011.  If anyone can get a 

photo to the Editor, this coming summer, of the sodding job, finished, in 

all its glory, we would love to publish it.   

 

More immediately, EDUCT wishes to convey its sincere thanks to the 

anonymous donor whose generosity has made this work possible. 

 

 

 
 

 
Old College Quad to go green at last 
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Plaques linking Edinburgh University’s 

Medical School with the USA….. 

 

….and with the Faculty of Medicine at 

McGill. 

 

Eight Glorious Years 

by James Hunter 

 
 

The Edinburgh University Club of 

Toronto marked the eighth 

anniversary of its foundation on 

10 December, 2010.  

 

In what has become an annual 

event to mark this momentous 

anniversary, the past presidents 

of EDUCT held a lunch at Biff‟s 

Restaurant in downtown Toronto.  

Abetted by the effect of an 

excellent Cabernet Sauvignon, 

the group had a preliminary 

discussion of some ideas to 

celebrate the tenth anniversary 

of EDUCT in 2012 (more about 

this in a future edition of EDUCT 

News). 

 

Our photograph shows the past 

presidents in fine fettle, from left 

to right: Paul Bradley (2004-2006), 

Simon Miles (2006-2008), James 

Hunter (2002-2004) and Josh 

Gillespie (2008-2010).  Some of 

you may be wondering at Josh‟s 

unusual choice of attire for lunch 

in one of Toronto‟s smartest 

restaurants.  Josh claims he had 

forgotten about his lunch date 

when picking out his clothes that 

morning.  No matter – he added 

a touch of Christmas colour, and 

the restaurant was quite content 

to let him in and take our money.  

(As always, this was a self-

financing event – no EDUCT 

funds were used.) 

Edinburgh Revisited 

by Noel Wright 

 

 Noel Wright received both his B.Sc., in 

Pharmacology (in 1963), and his M.B., Ch.B. 

(1965) from Edinburgh.  He and his wife Claire 

(née Dilworth), also an Edinburgh graduate, 

(M.A. Hons., in History, 1966) immigrated to 

Canada in 1982.  Until his recent retirement, he 

was an Associate Professor, in Medicine, at 

McMaster University, in Hamilton. Claire was a 

teacher. 

My medical class holds a reunion every five years and this year was the 

45th anniversary!  I had been to only one reunion previously.  My wife, 

Claire, and I arrived in Edinburgh a day early and had the opportunity 

to look around some old haunts.  The old Royal Infirmary where I did my 

first exhausting residency (and in those days young doctors did live in 

the hospital) is now being converted to apartments; the new Royal 

Infirmary has been built 

on the south-east side of 

the city.  Functionally, 

the new building may be 

a great improvement,  

but architecturally it is 

totally undistinguished.  

We went to the Old 

Quad where Claire 

studied history.  It is now 

the home for the Law 

Faculty, but otherwise 

looks the same -- dour, 

grey and imposing.  There 

were two new plaques at 

the entrance to the 

Medical School quadrangle commemorating Edinburgh‟s influence on 

North American medical education: one donated by the Philadelphia 

Medical School (the first Medical School in N. America), the other by 

McGill Medical School.  The founding fathers of these institutions 

included a number of 

Edinburgh Medical 

School graduates. 

Indeed, the design of the 

Royal Victoria Hospital in 

Montréal was identical to 

that of the old Royal 

Infirmary, although both 

have been altered 

extensively over the 

years. 
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Above: The west side of George 

Square.  This is 23 George Square -- the 

Catholic Students Union. We spent the 

first weeks of our marriage in the 

basement of 24 George Square, which 

had an extremely uncomfortable bed!  

 

Left: Salisbury Green Hotel, once a 

University residence for female 

students  

 

 

 

 

We stayed at Salisbury Green 

Hotel which is run by the 

University.  In the summer, and 

particularly during the Festival, it 

is open to the public at a 

reasonable rate.  Previously, it 

was a female residency and I 

have to say this is the only time 

that I have slept in such an 

establishment!  Being so central 

we were in easy walking 

distance of much of Edinburgh. 

The Pleasance, including St 

Leonard‟s Police Station of Rebus 

fame (for readers of Ian Rankin), 

as well as the lower half the 

Royal Mile, are now very 

gentrified; the west side of 

George Square is the only part of 

that once magnificent square 

where the old Georgian 

architecture has been retained 

in its entirety, and I was glad to 

see that no developer has got his 

hands on the central garden.  

We also walked through 

Marchmont over to Morningside 

to view places we lived in 

immediately after we married.  

Despite it being 40 years (plus) it 

was largely unchanged.  

Edinburgh buildings were built to 

last.  Even the 41 bus continues 

to run from Morningside to 

central Edinburgh and on to 

Cramond.  The Festival was in its 

last week and remains as vibrant 

as ever. We saw two 

productions; one was held in the 

Surgeons‟ Hall, an institution 

which I, being a physician, had 

never set foot in before.  We 

were able to get tickets for both 

productions at very short notice.  

That evening we ate the best 

vegetarian Indian food we have 

ever tasted -- at Kalpna in St 

Patrick‟s square.  Prior to that 

evening I had never regarded 

Edinburgh as a centre for good 

eating! 

 

The actual medical reunion 

was very enjoyable.  First, we 

met in the morning at the 

Scottish Parliament Building.  

We were lucky in that one of our class is a Scottish MP and he 

organised the tour.  The building, which is near Holyrood Palace, is 

impressive architecturally.  It was also very expensive; initial estimates of 

the cost varied between £10 and £40 million -- the actual cost was £414 

million.  Some problems seem to be universal!  The reunion dinner was 

held in the College of Physicians on Queen Street in the new town. Well 

over half the graduating class were present and it was surprising how 

many were recognisable, though this was made easier by everybody 

wearing name tags with large print!  Unfortunately we did not follow 

the EDUCT tradition of changing places at each change of course of 

the meal.  It was also interesting how many had fulfilled what were 

eminently predictable futures at the time of graduating.  (The rogues 

remained rogues, the academics stayed academic and those who 

loved humanity became family doctors.)  I suppose this was not 

surprising as most of us were immersed in the ethos of the Edinburgh 

Medical School from the ages of 17 or 18 to 23 or 24 and must have 

picked up many of the cultural values.  We medical graduates gained 

more than an education.  

 

Famous Alumni 

Peter Mark Roget:  a Man of More Than Thesaurus Fame 

by Simon Miles 

Peter Mark Roget is certainly a household name in the English-speaking 

world.  How often have you found yourself looking for the mot juste?  

Those of us who grew up with crossword puzzles knew of his thesaurus - 

that handy book for cheats - and invariably had one in the house.   

 

Roget was a brilliant man of many parts, a true polymath: medic; 

institution builder; inventor; philologist; and much more.  Although of 

Swiss parentage, he was a British national born in central London.  He 
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Peter Mark Roget 

was exceptionally bright at 

school and, seemingly, his 

mother encouraged him to go to 

Edinburgh in order to get a good 

education.  In 1798, at the age 

of 19, he graduated from 

Edinburgh‟s Medical School.  

After a short time spent letting off 

steam on the continent, he 

settled in London.  He was a 

great believer in the sharing of 

knowledge and thus put much 

effort into building institutions 

devoted to this purpose.  He was 

one of the group behind the 

founding, in 1805, of the Medical 

and Chirurgical Society of 

London.  This group had broken 

away from the Medical Society 

of London, which was seen to be 

overly autocratic in its 

governance.  In 1811, Roget 

became Secretary to the new 

society and from 1829 – ‟31 he 

served as its President.  Shortly 

thereafter, in 1834, it received its 

Royal Charter, when under the 

presidency of another Edinburgh 

medical graduate, John Elliotson.  

By 1907, after multiple mergers 

with many specialist bodies, it 

became the Royal Society of 

Medicine, based in London (not 

to be confused with the Royal 

Medical Society, based in 

Edinburgh).  Maybe there is 

already a hint here as to why he 

developed a thesaurus? 

 

He also became one of the 

Secretaries of the prestigious 

Royal Society.  Maybe he was 

attracted by its motto “Nullius 

verba” – take nobody‟s word for 

it.  In 1834, he became the first 

Fullerian Professor of Physiology 

at the Royal Institution – a body 

devoted to scientific education 

and research.  In 1836, he was 

part of the founding of the 

federated University of London, 

with the coming together of 

London University (now University College London) and King‟s College 

(now King‟s College London).  And during a four-year stint at the 

University of Manchester, he helped to lay the foundations for what 

would become, years later, in 1874, that University‟s Medical School.     

 

As an inventor he gave the world the modern slide rule.  There were 

earlier versions before his time, but he is credited with having devised, 

in 1815, the log log scale that makes possible the calculation of any 

power or root of a number.  As a medic committed to promoting 

preventive approaches to health he also invented the simple 

technique for purifying polluted water by passing it through a sand 

filter.  The procedure is still in use today.  

 

His thesaurus, for which he is best 

known, had its origins in his 

propensity to make lists.  

Purportedly, he made lists to 

distract himself from bouts of severe 

depression.  He had reason to be 

depressed.  There was mental illness 

in his family and his uncle, Sir 

Samuel Romilly, a prominent MP, 

committed suicide in his presence.   

 

 

Simon Winchester, the eminent historian, has written a very revealing 

article, “Word Imperfect”, in the May 2001 issue of The Atlantic.  He is a 

great admirer of Roget for his accomplishments in a broad range of 

fields.  However, quite remarkably, he sees the development of the 

thesaurus as something that has contributed to the decline of the 

English language.  It is a seminal essay that can be reached through  

www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2001/05/word-

imperfect/2226/  

 

Winchester is good enough to explain Roget‟s real intention, which was 

to produce a classification of English words and phrases that would be 

modeled on Linnaeus‟s classification of plants and animals.  Roget‟s 

interest in trying to help people improve their use of English is reflected 

in the full title of the thesaurus.  Its first printed edition, in 1852, was 

called Thesaurus of English Words and Phrases Classified and Arranged 

so as to Facilitate the Expression of Ideas and Assist in Literary 

Composition. 

 

Winchester argues that Roget, quite unintentionally, led his unthinking 

public to believe that many two words are near enough the same in 

their meaning, when in fact there are very few such words.  

Winchester‟s argument, in brief, is that Roget‟s preoccupation with the 

advancement of thesauri, through the development of a conceptually 

structured thesaurus, that grouped words according to a philosophy, 

and his mistaken assumption that his readers would know the meaning 

of the words and thus would not need to have these meanings 

provided, unwittingly led to readers picking words from lists without 

http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2001/05/word-imperfect/2226/
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2001/05/word-imperfect/2226/
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really knowing whether they 

indeed had a more appropriate 

word for their immediate need.  

Over time, this has contributed to 

a decay of the English language. 

 

Winchester explains why the 

thesaurus became so popular in 

Britain, in a society where word 

power had status.  There were 28 

editions during Roget‟s life.  

Later, his son and grandson 

oversaw more editions.  Indeed, 

the continuing popularity of the 

work owes much to the fact that 

later generations of a semi-

literate public really took to the 

thesaurus when the crossword 

puzzle became popular, first in 

America in the 1920s and then, a 

decade later, in Europe.  As 

Winchester puts it, the thesaurus 

became the vade mecum of the 

crossword cheat.   

 

Winchester wants us to return to 

the use of the dictionary to 

check the meanings of those 

words that we already have in 

our minds when looking for the 

right word.  But that, too, 

assumes a highly literate public.  

And Winchester also fails to 

emphasize that, in the hands of a 

truly literate person, a thesaurus 

can be a useful prompt.  Sylvia 

Plath, the famous poet, in paying 

tribute to Roget, once remarked 

that she was Roget‟s strumpet.  

She knew how to use him to 

advantage. 

 

So, read Winchester, for he has a 

good point.  But if you did 

indeed get a good education at 

Edinburgh, don‟t discard your 

Roget.  

 

Editor’s Note:  We are indebted 

to Geoffrey Rose, Friend of 

EDUCT, for suggesting Roget for 

this column. 

George Forrest: A Scot with the Right Grit 

by David Kemp 

David Kemp, a Friend of EDUCT, received both 

of his degrees in geography from Edinburgh: an 

M.A., Hons., in 1965, and his Ph.D. in 1970.  He 

immigrated to Canada in 1968.  He has 

recently retired as Professor Emeritus, in 

Geography, at Lakehead University, in Thunder 

Bay, Ontario.  When your Editor heard of his 

travels to China associated with his teaching, 

and his interest in plant collecting, we invited 

him to write an article for the newsletter.  This 

follows below.  One of his pastimes is aviation 

heritage.  Among other things, this has led to his 

being the editor of a newsletter - Fly North – for 

the Northwestern Ontario Aviation Centre in 

Thunder Bay.  EDUCT members interested in 

aviation heritage are invited to contact David 

at  dkemp@lakeheadu.ca 

In south-west China, in the province of Yunnan , three of the world‟s 

great rivers – the Yangtze, Mekong and Salween – flow in parallel 

courses within 80 kilometres of each other.  Rising in the highlands of 

Tibet, they turn south and come together in north-west Yunnan, where 

over millions of years they have eroded deep valleys separated by 5-

6,000 metre high, snow-covered mountains.  It is a place of massive 

landscapes, bringing together rugged peaks with steep slopes down 

which glaciers creep, and deep gorges with fast flowing rivers 

interrupted in places by falls and rapids.  The great altitudinal ranges, 

along with local variations in temperature and rainfall, have created 

environments that range from sub-tropical to high alpine and moist to 

arid.  The result is a variety of plant communities with few rivals 

anywhere else in the world.  In some areas great swaths of 

rhododendrons and azaleas cover the slopes; elsewhere, miniature 

asters, irises and gentians dot alpine pastures.  Pine trees, spruce, oak 

and bamboo cover the mountain sides, while walnut, cherry, apple 

and peach trees are found around the villages that cling to the slopes 

or occupy the few flat spots along the rivers. 

 

Some 7,000 plant species have been recorded in north-west Yunnan, 

many being found nowhere else in the world, and the area is now 

internationally recognized for its biodiversity.  Such recognition is not 

new, however.  Almost a century ago the unique and diverse flora of 

the region was a magnet for one particular group of visitors.  They were 

the plant hunters, searching for ornamental plant species to meet a 

growing demand for exotic flowers and shrubs in the west.  The 

rhododendrons, primulae and peonies that now brighten western 

gardens owe their presence to the efforts of these adventurers. 

 

One of the most successful of these plant hunters was George Forrest, a 

Scot born in Falkirk in 1873. After high school he apprenticed as a 

pharmaceutical chemist, but soon left Scotland to try his luck in 

Australia, roughing it in the gold fields and working on a sheep station.  
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Returning home in 1902, he 

found a job in the herbarium at 

the Royal Botanic Garden in 

Edinburgh.  There, Sir Isaac 

Bayley Balfour, the Regius Keeper 

of the garden, recognized his 

capabilities.  Finding out that A.K. 

Bulley, the founder of Bees Seed 

Company, was looking for 

someone to collect plants and 

seeds for him in China, Balfour 

recommended Forrest, noting 

that “he is a strongly built fellow 

and seems to me to be of the 

right grit for a collector”.  Bulley 

hired him; Balfour was right in his 

assessment and both the Botanic 

Garden and the seed company 

benefited.   

 

In 1904 he sailed to Burma, which 

was under British control at that 

time, and trekked through the 

mountains and jungles to 

Tengyueh (Tengchong), in south-

west Yunnan.  Tengyueh was an 

important staging post on the 

trade route between Burma and 

China and as a result had a 

British Vice-Consul to deal with 

customs and other matters of 

trade.  In 1904, George Litton 

was the Vice-Consul.  Soon after 

his arrival Forrest accompanied 

Litton on a trip that helped him 

to become familiar with the 

region.  They traveled east to 

Talifu (Dali) on Erhai Lake, then 

north to Likiang (Lijiang) and the 

Jade Dragon Snow mountains 

where Forrest was to spend 

much time collecting in later 

trips.  From there they followed 

the Yangtze River and crossed 

the divide into the Mekong valley 

where they traveled north as far 

as the mission station at Tzeku 

(Cikou).  Established by the 

French Missions Etrangeres in the 

1860s, the station supported a 

small Tibetan Christian 

community with its own church.  

Forrest was so impressed by the plant collections assembled by the 

missionaries that he made plans to return to explore the surrounding 

area and start his own collection.  That he did the following summer, 

when he gathered specimens from the valley and hills around the 

mission station.   

 

That second trip to Tzeku, in 1905, was almost his last.  With the 

increasing number of Han Chinese moving into north-western Yunnan 

and the influence of the foreign missionaries in the region, discontent 

was simmering in the Tibetan ethnic community.  It boiled over in mid-

1905.  The Tibetans rampaged down the Mekong valley, slaughtering 

Chinese and missionaries where they found them.   They fell upon 

Tzeku, where they burned down the church.  Having been warned, 

Forrest and the missionaries, along with some of their converts, fled 

southwards, but not soon enough.  Overtaken by the Tibetans, few 

survived.  Forrest was one of them, but he was pursued for eight days 

through the jungle, narrowly escaping death several times.  Bruised, 

bloodied and almost at the end of his tether, he came upon a Lissu 

village where the inhabitants hid him and then guided him southwards 

over little-known trails to safety.  In Talifu, he met up with Vice-Consul 

Litton, who was somewhat surprised to see him.  Assuming that Forrest 

had been murdered, Litton had already sent a cable to Scotland 

announcing his death.  This had to be followed rapidly by another 

reporting his survival.   

 

After some time to rest and recover, Forrest and Litton set off north 

again, this time into the valley of the Salween.  The trip was a success in 

as much as Forrest was able to replace some of the specimens he had 

lost in his flight from the Tibetans and they reached an area not 

previously visited by Europeans.  But the consequences were dire.  

Litton contracted black-water fever and succumbed to the disease a 

month after returning to Tengyueh.  Forrest caught malaria, which 

seemed mild at the time, but which flared up the following spring when 

he was collecting around Likiang .  He was so ill that he had to return to 

Talifu.  He was advised to return home, but before doing so, still not fully 

recovered, he made several forays into the Cang Shan, west of Talifu.            

A near-death experience along the Mekong and brush with malaria 

would have been enough to keep a lesser mortal at home, but not 

George Forrest.  As Balfour had noted, he had the “right grit”.  After his 

first trip to Yunnan in 1904-06, he returned six times, collecting plants all 

across the north-west.  At different times he was based in Tengyueh 

and Talifu, but he is most often associated with the Naxi village of 

Nguluke (Yuhu) just north of Likiang, where he became very much part 

of the community. There he refined his collecting techniques and 

created a system that really made him the first of the commercial plant 

hunters.  To enhance his own efforts he trained a group of villagers as 

collectors, with whom he combed the peaks and valleys of Jade 

Dragon Snow Mountain and worked across the Chungtien (Zhongdian) 

Plateau to the north.  His journeys also took him from the Cang Shan 

above Talifu in the south, up the Mekong valley and across the 

watershed to the Salween and the Tibetan borderlands in the north-

west.  As a result of these efforts he sent home some 31,000 specimens 
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and seeds by the mule load.  

Although he got along well with 

the Naxi and Lissu, among whom 

he lived and worked, he tended 

to be a loner in his relationships 

with his fellow plant hunters, 

going as far as to accuse a 

couple of them of poaching in 

areas that he considered his 

own.  He was obviously 

captivated by Yunnan and the 

plants that he found there.  He 

planned a final trip for 1932, after 

which he was to retire and write 

his memoirs, but that never 

happened.  He suffered a 

massive heart attack while in the 

field near Tengyueh and his 

memoirs remained unwritten.  

Thus, his legacy is not in the 

written word, but in the many 

plants that bear the name 

forrestii and the numerous 

cultivars developed by 

horticulturalists from the flowers, 

particularly primulae and 

rhododendrons, that he 

introduced to the west. 

 

Editor’s Note: David has used the 

place names as they appeared 

in Forrest’s time, with the modern 

equivalent in brackets the first 

time a place is mentioned.  The 

photos, but for that of Forrest, are 

by David. 

 

Below: The three pagodas at Dali 

with the Cang Shan behind.  Forrest 

collected extensively here. 

 
 

 

  

 

 

Views of the eastern 

peaks of the Jade 

Dragon Snow 

Mountain complex 

from the village of 

Nugluke 

 

 

 

The Tibetan 

Catholic Church at 

Cizhong in the 

Mekong valley.  It 

was built to replace 

the one burned 

down by the 

Tibetans who 

chased Forrest out 

of the area in 1905.   

 

 
 

Rhododendron 

decorum 

Primula 

bulleyanna  

George Forrest on 

one of his earlier 

trips. 

 

 

Jade Dragon 

Snow Mountain 

from the village of 

Wenhai, west of 

Lijiang.  George 

Forrest collected 

many specimens 

from this area. 
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Sir Iain Noble 

Sir Iain Noble of Ardkinglas and 

Eilean Jarmain, Bt, OBE 

1935 – 2010 

by Donald J. Gillies 

 

Sir Iain Noble died on Christmas 

Day 2010, having been in poor 

health for several years.  He is 

most immediately known to 

EDUCT members as the generous 

donor of his Scotch whiskies for 

three tastings since 2007.  They 

came from his Gaelic whisky 

company, Pràban na Linne, 

established in Sleat, in the south 

of Skye, in 1976.  Less well known, 

perhaps, is that from 1970 to 1972 

he had played a significant role 

in the life of our university, as a 

member of the University Court, 

administering the finances and 

business interests of the university.   

 

Sir Iain led a varied and 

engaged life.  Educated at Eton 

and Oxford, he was 

commissioned as a subaltern in 

the Intelligence Corps, then 

joined the Argyll and Sutherland 

Highlanders in the Territorial 

Army.  Later, as a public servant, 

he was an executive of the 

Scottish Council for Development 

and Industry.  Subsequently he 

flourished as an entrepreneur, 

founding a merchant bank 

along with several other 

financial, investment and trust 

companies, as well as an 

offshore oil services company 

during the oil boom.  He also 

became chair of the company 

that built the bridge now 

connecting Skye to the mainland 

of Scotland.  His many voluntary 

activities included the 

presidency of the Saltire Society 

and trustee of the National 

Museums of Scotland.  In 2000 he 

was honoured by his colleagues 

in the whisky industry with the title 

of Keeper of the Quaich – a symbolic silver tasting vessel presented in 

recognition of his service to the whisky trade at home and abroad.   

 

Sir Iain maintained he was selling 

Gaelic whisky. This was his own term 

and one not used by the industry.  

Its use exemplifies his relentless 

support for all things Gaelic that 

began after he bought his first 

26,000 acres in Skye in 1972, about 

the time he began to learn Gaelic.  

In that same year he persuaded the 

Bank of Scotland to issue him the 

first bilingual cheque book, now 

commonplace in Scotland. In 1973 

he offered Inverness County Council 

free land to build a road in Skye if a 

few road signs were to be posted in 

both Gaelic and English.  After years 

of debate and controversy such 

signs are now to be found 

throughout the Highlands and 

Islands.  However, Sir Iain‟s greatest 

contribution to the world of Gaelic 

was his donation of land and money and his vision to found Sabhal Mòr 

Ostaig in Skye, in 1973.  Begun as a small Gaelic library and language 

learning centre, the institution has since become a degree-granting 

constituent Academic Partner of the prospective University of the 

Highlands and Islands.  It is officially designated the National Centre of 

Excellence for Gaelic.  It teaches Gaelic to students from around the 

world, publishes books and periodicals, and produces radio and 

television programs.  It was for his outstanding contribution to the 

promotion of the Gaelic language and heritage, and for his part in 

setting up Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, that Sir Iain received his OBE.  We may 

hope that the flame lit by Sir Iain burns brightly in his memory in the 

Gaidhealtachd.      

 

 

The Story Behind EDUCT 

“EDUCT” is intended to form the acronym for the Edinburgh University 

Club of Toronto. 

 

“Educt” is a word which means, in the language of chemists:  

 

 “A body separated by decomposition from another.”  

 

In addition, there is “e-duct”, an electronic channel, which seems 

appropriate for all of our members receiving EDUCT News via e-mail. 
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A sure bet! 

Member News 

 

Marriage is a Gamble, so why not 

get married in Vegas! 

by Emily Bain-Donofrio 

Announcements of a wedding in 

Las Vegas usually invoke the 

usual stereotypical images – the 

Little Chapel of Love, Elvis-

impersonators as officiates, or an 

impulsive/drunk bride and 

groom.  And truth be told, a lot 

of that does happen in the City 

of Sin, but it‟s also possible to 

have a fabulous traditional and 

totally stress-free wedding, so 

that‟s what my husband Michael 

and I did.  

 

Back in May, Mike took me to Las 

Vegas for a “golf trip” which was 

a ruse so he could propose to 

me in front of the Bellagio 

fountains – a truly magical 

moment on many levels.  For a 

split second we contemplated 

being one of those impulsive 

couples.  The Marriage License 

Office is open daily from 7am 

until midnight for just that reason.   

But as we walked the Strip the 

realization of how upset our 

family and friends would be set 

in.  Some planning would be 

required.  We quickly decided 

we wanted a small wedding.  

We‟re too old for all the hubbub 

of a big church service and a 

hall that holds 200 plus.  The 

discussion turned to a destination 

wedding.  We do love to travel!  

So maybe we should go to 

Cuba, what about Costa Rica, 

better yet a cruise with a 

wedding at sea … the options 

seemed endless.  Then we 

began to consider the guest list.  

Our destination wedding dreams 

started to deflate.  Not everyone 

would be able to afford a week 

away or be able to get the time off.  

Back to the drawing board.  

 

As we roamed from one resort to 

the next taking in the sights and 

sounds it dawned on us - marriage is 

a gamble.  So why not get married 

in Las Vegas and have a great 

party!  We‟ll come back over 

Thanksgiving weekend.  Guests 

could come in just for the weekend.  

After visiting a few different 

wedding chapels along Las Vegas 

Boulevard the decision on the 

location was easy.  The Wynn Las 

Vegas was the venue.  We were 

bowled over by the enthusiastic 

reception we received from the 

ladies at the Wedding Salon.  Jalan, 

who would become our wedding 

consultant, was waiting for a bride 

to show up, but took the time to 

chat with us and even managed to sneak us into the Primrose 

Courtyard for a quick peek when we told her we wanted an outdoor 

ceremony.  We knew right away this was where we wanted our 

wedding and these were the folks to work with in planning the perfect 

day. 

 

Over the five months between the proposal and the wedding, Jalan 

and I exchanged dozens of emails and phone calls.  They would 

provide the photographer, courtyard, minister, flowers and even the 

champagne for the post-ceremony toast.  Kassi, from the Wynn‟s 

Catering Services, came on the scene in June, and she found us a 

wonderful room for the reception, had our cake made and gave us 

menu options that made our mouths water just reading them.   It was 

so incredibly easy. 

 

Soon enough the day arrived to travel back to Vegas, but this time we 

had 25 guests meeting us there.   

 

October 9th turned out to be a beautiful sunny day in Las Vegas with 

temperatures in the high 80s and a lovely breeze.  The morning of the 

big day, the guys got up early and hit the links for a quick 18 holes 

before the ceremony.  My bridesmaids and I had decided beauty rest 

was more important and instead got up for a scrumptious brunch in the 

gorgeous Tableau Restaurant before heading off to the Spa for a little 

pampering.   

 

It‟s amazing how fast the day went by.  Before I knew it, it was time to 

head to the Wedding Salon.  The feeling of walking through a casino 

fully decked out in wedding garb with a small entourage in tow was 

more than a bit surreal.  It‟s hard to be inconspicuous with a train being 
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carried by two young girls.  

Strangers walked up with 

greetings of “congratulations” 

and “you look great”, others 

from the roulette and poker 

tables applauded.  It was 

exciting and embarrassing all at 

once. 

James, the photographer, was 

waiting for us in the hallway 

leading to the Salon.  He 

immediately started snapping 

photos and kept us all in stitches 

with his wonderful sense of 

humour, which was evidenced 

by the wide collection of pictures 

full of natural smiles.   Jalan 

greeted us warmly and quickly 

whisked me and the bridesmaids 

into a dressing room to prevent 

the soon-to-arrive groom from 

gaining an illicit sneak-peak.  I 

must admit that from there on it‟s 

really mostly a blur.  Having 

people who run several 

weddings a day made 

everything go like clockwork.  

The Wedding Salon ladies pulled 

it off with military-like precision.  

Bridesmaids were armed with 

bouquets and the flower girl was 

given her final marching orders.  

Bach‟s Air on the G string was 

cued and processional began.  

The music changed to 

Pachelbel‟s Canon and it was 

my turn to walk down the aisle.   

 

I‟m sure all brides feel that same 

wave of emotion.  It‟s hard not to 

cry seeing the smiling faces of 

family and close friends, all of 

whom had travelled a great 

distance to witness and 

celebrate such an important life 

event.  It‟s especially hard to 

remain composed when one‟s 

focus comes in on the groom 

who is struggling not to cry 

himself.  The ceremony lasted 

less than 15 minutes, and while 

we‟d never met the minister 

before that day, Rev. Walter made us feel like he‟d known us all our 

lives and exuded sheer joy and happiness for us.  After an exchange of 

modern vows and rings, the minister ended the ceremony with words of 

encouragement and advice for a long and happy marriage before he 

announced, “Emily, you may kiss your groom”.  

 

After all the photos, the toasts, and dinner were over, Mike and I sat 

down to take in the amazing day we‟d just experienced.   We looked 

at each other and agreed it had indeed been the perfect wedding.   

And as far as we‟re concerned, we hit the jackpot! 

 

Welcome to Our New Members  

 by Simon Miles 

 

Alan Pearson is Chief Operating 

Officer for Torys LLP, one of 

Canada‟s largest and most 

prominent law firms.  Despite this 

onerous responsibility, he is 

remarkably relaxed.  One senses 

he must be incredibly organized.  

As a schoolboy at Fettes, he knew 

he wanted to be an accountant.  

In his eyes, it held out the prospect 

of worldwide travel.  Very sensibly, however, he decided to take a law 

degree first, as much as anything to further his general education.  

Qualifying as an accountant followed, with time spent in a CA firm in 

Edinburgh.  The gamble on the ticket to travel seemed to pay off; 

indeed, of the six who were articling in that firm that year, none are 

now practising in Scotland.  By way of contrast, as Alan discovered 

when he returned to the Tercentenary of the Law Faculty in 2007, of the 

20-plus lawyers with whom he graduated in 1971, almost all are still 

practising in Scotland.  

 

As with so many of us, the urge to travel was, however, only an urge to 

travel.  The idea of emigrating was not high on the agenda.  Alan 

jumped at the chance to visit Toronto on a short-term exchange, in 

1974, when he was working for Deloitte in Scotland.  Obviously, he was 

bitten.  The next year he was he was back again; taking up an offer to 

work for Touche Ross on a two-year contract.  And again, like so many 

of us, they kept offering him enticing “bribes” to stay a little longer.  

Before he knew it, he had become a Partner.  And, by 1980, he had 

had that landmark interview to become a Canadian.  Oddly enough, 

the questions were not from the book he‟d studied so hard.  But, being 

trained as a lawyer and CA, he argued his case and passed with flying 

colours anyway.  And then, somewhat serendipitously, Deloitte and 

Touche Ross merged in 1990.  

 

He joined Torys in 2000 only because a good friend in the head-hunting 

business kept pushing him to give the COO job a try.  It was at a time 

when there was lots of talk of the benefits of lawyers and accountants 



EDUCT News  January 2011 

{14} 

Now we are on our way to having  

an EDUCT soccer team! 

 

working together.  He was a 

valued commodity!  And, as we 

noted earlier, because he is 

incredibly organized, today he 

can even find a little time to ski 

and play golf – though he 

confesses to needing more time 

to make a good job of it!   

 

Alan‟s advice to young law 

students, looking at career 

options in Canada today, is that 

one should recognize that there 

is a world of difference between 

the intensely competitive and 

demanding life in the big Bay 

Street firm and the more 

manageable life in the small firm 

of two or three lawyers.  Most 

lawyers work in the smaller firms.  

If you do want to take on the 

really challenging jobs, then give 

Bay Street a try.  To get in you will 

have to have a distinctive edge.  

A good degree is not enough.  

Torys has 800 applicants for 20 

posts each year.  Now that is as 

tough as getting into Edinburgh!      

 

EDUCT, also very demanding, 

welcomes Alan. 

 

Robin McLernon is as Irish as they 

come.  She‟s a wonderful 

raconteur, who gets better by 

the Guinness.  She has a way of 

combining a great sense of 

humour with a profundity of 

thought; a valuable asset for 

someone working on the 

application of scientific research 

for the public good in a highly 

visible field.   Today, she is a 

research coordinator in Mount 

Sinai Hospital, working in the field 

of health economics, with a 

focus on palliative care.  She 

hopes the results from her current 

project will help to improve 

services in home-based palliative 

care.  If all goes well, it should 

lead to changes in policy and 

programmes that will enable more people to die in the comfort of their 

home and under conditions that place fewer burdens and other costs 

on their caregivers.   

 

How did she get there? 

 

As a child in Toronto she developed a passion for science, drinking, and 

sport.  Indeed, today she is the proud member of the champion team, 

the O-Dawgs  -- the Toronto Sport and Social Club – that plays in the 

downtown Toronto area.  She left Toronto in 2001 to study biological 

sciences for her Honours B.Sc. at Queen‟s University.   After two years of 

working as a research assistant at the Hospital for Sick Children, Robin 

became very conscious that she liked interacting with people and was 

very interested in the health field, but did not want to be a doctor.  In 

reviewing options for graduate school, she was attracted to 

Edinburgh‟s M.Sc. in Science and Technology Studies, a field of study 

that looks at how science shapes society and in turn how science and 

technology are affected by society, politics, and culture.  Edinburgh 

has a strong reputation in STS, but she didn‟t realize how good it was 

until she had got into it.  And being a taught masters programme, she 

had the opportunity to take a good range of courses to explore 

different areas in the STS field.  As a committed generalist, this was 

exactly what she was looking for.   

 

Robin is convinced that the programme gave her a perspective on 

research that has influenced 

how she now works within the 

field of health care.  And it has 

influenced her use of time 

outside work.  Through her 

involvement in the recently-

established Canadian Science 

Policy Centre she is active in a 

network focusing on science, 

technology and innovation.  One 

has a sense that Robin is 

wrestling with the same macro-

issue that has recently driven 

government scientists to go 

public: they have to speak up if they are not to see science ignored by 

public policy makers – a problem especially evident at the federal level 

right now. 

 

Of course, there was a lighter side to Edinburgh too.  Week one 

involved a tour of the Highlands; week two she joined the Irish Society 

at the University; and, soon after, was travelling to Ireland, Spain, Austria 

and the Netherlands.  And, yes, she played soccer –…however, they 

were a group intent on having a good time, rather than winning!  

 

EDUCT welcomes Robin.  
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Fredrick Ferguson 

Frederick Ferguson has always 

been on the cutting edge.  As a 

child, growing up in Alabama, he 

must have been the original 

computer geek.  In 1978, when 

the world was just inventing 

computers for individuals, his 

grandmother treated him to one.  

He was 11 at the time.  Two years 

later, he had his first contract!  

Entering Carnegie Mellon to do 

computer studies, he was 

dismayed; it was applied 

mathematics.  So he looked 

around at European universities 

and discovered that Edinburgh 

was about to offer a B.Sc. in 

Computer Science and Artificial 

Intelligence. 

 

Frederick was in the first class. 

There were about ten students 

taking a chance with what was 

then a new degree.  It paid off.  

On graduation, he was head-

hunted by the FBI.  One could 

say that he was one of the most 

wanted men in America!  They 

needed him because, among 

other things, Edinburgh had 

given him an expertise in working 

in the logic programming used 

by the FBI.  There he entered the 

world of designing very large 

databases: indeed, those 

employed in international 

security operations are among 

the largest in the world. 

 

Next he moved to the private 

sector, where the big 

corporations were beginning to 

get overwhelmed with their 

databases.  He went into the 

business of marketing 

“blueprints” that are designed for 

organizing large-scale databases 

stored in what are called data 

warehouses.  The blueprint 

enables the company to make 

good use of the massive amount 

of data collected.  Financial 

services and communications 

companies are among those with 

the largest data warehouses.  This 

expertise has enabled him to work in 

over 50 countries.  And, of course, 

as someone who loves scuba diving 

and skiing, he has been able to 

organize contracts where one finds 

the world‟s best coral reefs and the 

best snow.  

 

He loved his time in Edinburgh.  What was most striking for him though, 

as a young American, was that his time abroad, especially at that age, 

gave him a second point of reference in understanding what it meant 

to be American.  Most Americans don‟t travel abroad very much.  

Going to Edinburgh made him realize that the world is not flat.  It gave 

him the confidence to go to work anywhere in the world – which he 

has done.  But now, after being constantly on the move, he is very 

happy to call Toronto home.  He is now a consultant with Scotiabank.  

For how long?  Who knows?  This guy is still being head-hunted! 

 

EDUCT extends a warm welcome to Frederick.   

 

Douglas Hare is now retired after a 

long career in veterinary science.  

As a schoolboy at Edinburgh 

Academy he knew he wanted to 

work in this field.  He was lucky 

enough to have one of the world‟s 

best veterinary colleges on his 

doorstep.  However, when he 

entered the Royal Dick Veterinary 

College in 1942 there was a war on 

and he completed only the first year of his studies before going into the 

army.  Returning to the Dick Vet in 1946, he encountered a very 

different class setting.  Half of the class were returning servicemen, 

anxious to obtain their degrees and get into the working world; the 

other half were the young students straight from high school, with a less 

intense mindset.  Qualifying as a vet was as demanding then as it is 

now.  It took five years to qualify for one‟s M.R.C.V.S. – membership in 

the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons.  At that time, the Dick Vet 

was not a part of the University.  So, while studying at the College, 

Doug decided to go the extra mile and earn a B.Sc. in Veterinary 

Science at the University.  Three years later, in 1953, he had earned his 

Ph.D. in Veterinary Science from the University, with the studies being 

completed at the College. 

 

After a further year as a junior faculty member at the Dick Vet, Doug 

had the opportunity to join the faculty at the Ontario Veterinary 

College at Guelph (which later became part of the University of 
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Guelph).  Four years later he 

became a faculty member at 

the University of Pennsylvania.  

While there, in 1960 he earned his 

D.V.M.&S. from the University of 

Edinburgh and, in 1971,he was 

awarded an M.A. (h.c.) from the 

University of Pennsylvania.  After 

16 years in Philadelphia, he 

decided to return to Canada to 

join the research staff at 

Agriculture Canada.  There, he 

was at the forefront of work on 

chromosomes in animals, 

including the pre-natal 

determination of the sex of 

calves, and, later, in 

investigations on the potential of 

embryos to transmit disease 

when transferred.  Based on the 

quality of his research, Doug was 

elected a Fellow of the Royal 

College of Veterinary Surgeons in 

1986.  In 1992, he received a 

Distinguished Service Award from 

the International Embryo Transfer 

Society for outstanding 

leadership and service to the 

Society and the embryo transfer 

industry. 

 

Retirement has been staged 

over a long period.  In 1991, 

before retiring from what had 

become the Canadian Food 

Inspection Agency, Doug had 

taken on the role of Editor-in-

Chief of the Canadian 

Veterinary Journal.  He 

continued serving in this 

capacity until 2007, which 

enabled him to keep on top of 

research developments in his 

field.  In 2005, Life Membership in 

the Canadian Veterinary 

Medical Association was 

conferred on him for long and 

devoted service to the profession 

and the CVMA. 

 

Two major shifts he has witnessed 

in his field are: firstly, the degree 

of specialization that now characterizes veterinary science, just as it 

does the field of medicine; and, secondly, the growing dominance of 

women in the student body, with typical intakes being about two-thirds 

women.    

 

What advice would he offer a would-be vet student today?  You will 

face a long period of training and the rewards are largely in job 

satisfaction rather than in wealth management.  You have to be truly 

dedicated! 

 

Salam Hawa Born in Lebanon, 

Salam came as a child to Ottawa 

during the late „Seventies on a cold 

snowy March day.  Having been 

educated in a British private school, 

Salam adapted quickly to life in 

Canada and, before long, she had 

become a student of political 

science at the University of Ottawa.  

There she received her Honours 

B.Sc.  She then read political and 

social science at Cambridge, 

obtaining an M.Phil. (first class 

honours).  She had originally 

intended to stay on at Cambridge 

for a Ph.D.    but she found university life there to be embedded in a 

history that was at odds with the postmodern political philosophy she 

sought to study.  So she left for Aix-en-Provence.  There, at the Université 

d‟Aix-Marseille III, she earned a Diplôme d‟Etudes Approfondies, which 

is awarded to a very few of the really brightest students in their first year 

of their doctoral degree studies.  But again, the setting was not quite 

right.  After a year back in Canada, she finally put all that intelligence 

to good use and made the right choice.  She headed off for 

Edinburgh!  There, she took advantage of the opportunity to attend a 

wide variety of lectures, while reading for her Ph.D. in political theory.  

Her thesis was titled “Towards a Redefinition of Freedom and 

Subjectivity in Contemporary Society”.  In essence, it is about the 

process that individuals have gone though, since the Middle Ages, in 

regaining their sense of being an individual, with a free will.  Most 

remarkably, but maybe not surprisingly given her track record, she 

completed her thesis in just under two years.  Although she had to wait 

until her third year to present her thesis, not one word had to be 

changed.  This was the first time in ten years that a student had 

performed so well.  She graduated with highest honours. 

 

On returning to Canada, Salam taught at the University of Ottawa for 

three years -- in return for an exploitative wage.  Not surprisingly, that 

did not last.  For the last ten years she has been with the federal civil 

service.  Currently she is Policy Manager, Refugee Settlement Program, 

at Citizenship and Immigration.  She has a tremendous team working 

on the details of refugee resettlement in Canada.   
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Lindsay Nemeth, champion 

skater 

 

Looking back to her days in 

Edinburgh, one thing that has 

stayed with her was the 

incredibly warm reception she 

received from everyone.  Settling 

in was an absolute joy, and it just 

seemed to get better.  It 

obviously made all the 

difference in her being able to 

study productively.   Again not 

surprisingly, when she returned to 

Canada, she married a man of 

Scottish descent.   

 

EDUCT welcomes Salam. 

 

Lindsay Nemeth is a remarkable 

young woman.  While still at High 

School she was a Canadian 

champion.  Couple that with a 

degree in Performance 

Psychology and you have 

someone who may be able to 

offer you some sound advice on 

how to make a success of your 

life.   

 

 

It was in 2001 that Lindsay 

captained the team from the 

Burlington Ice Image club that 

won the Canadian championship in synchronized figure skating.  With 

20 in a team, this is no mean feat.  That same year, she went on to 

greater heights by captaining the team that won the Spring Cup in 

Italy – a world championship event.   

 

She realized, however, when she went on to the University of Waterloo, 

that if she were to do well in her studies, the skating would have to take 

a back seat.  The decision paid off and she received a B.Sc. with joint 

honours in health studies and psychology.  

 

Ending up in Edinburgh was in part due to serendipity.  Lindsay was on 

holiday in Scotland with her family in May 2006.  She had already heard 

about the M.Sc. that Edinburgh offers in Performance Psychology.  The 

Programme Director was very helpful and by September she had 

started her studies.  This is the only degree of this nature that Lindsay 

knows of.  While much of it is cognitive psychology, it is also about 

leadership and team dynamics.  It is offered out of Moray House.  Her 

dissertation called for her to interview consultant surgeons to determine 

the basis of their decision making (i.e., analytic or intuitive) when 

undertaking stressful surgery as opposed to routine surgery.  

Intraoperative stressors were also identified.   

 

She has mixed feelings about her time in Edinburgh.  Rain scored zero!  

Art, architecture and deep-fried Crunchie bars get a perfect ten!  The 

scale of the city is perfect in her view; there is always something to do 

nearby.  She made lots of friends and also managed to squeeze in trips 

to the Highlands, to Majorca and to Nice.  

 

Back in Canada, heavily indebted, Lindsay decided she would like to 

try sales.  She was fortunate to secure a position as Medical Sales 

Representative with Boehringer-Ingelheim Canada.   She finds that her 

research in Edinburgh has given her some useful insights into how 

physicians make their decisions when prescribing treatment for 

patients.  However, as friends observed of this appointment: she had 

just become a legal drug dealer!  She has been on the road ever since.  

And they are very pleasant country roads that take her up to Lake 

Simcoe.  In due course, she hopes to be spending time at the 

Canadian headquarters and then at the international head office in 

Germany. 

 

EDUCT welcomes Lindsay and hopes she will stick around a while.   

 

Ryan Jacobs is the 

Communications Officer in the 

Office of Development and 

Alumni Affairs, at the University 

of Waterloo.  He oversees the 

University‟s communications to 

its broad base of financial 

supporters, including production 

of the annual donor report 

(www.giving.uwaterloo.ca).  

http://www.giving.uwaterloo.ca/
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There is always a big fund-raising 

campaign ongoing at the 

University and thus he spends a 

lot of time on the phone with 

alumni.  Seemingly he is very 

good at this; the interview with 

him to develop this profile was 

the shortest on record! 

 

Ryan has already had quite a 

varied career path.  He grew up 

in the small town of Hanover, 

Ontario, in a religious and 

musical family.  While Dad 

preferred the banjo, and his sister 

played the violin, Ryan could 

handle the rest of the orchestra, 

he being adept on the guitar, 

piano, bass, trombone and 

doubtless many more.  They 

performed often at social 

gatherings and in their church. 

 

His early interest in religions led 

him to prepare for a career as a 

professor of religious studies.  He 

received a Bachelor of Religious 

Education (B.R.E.) degree from 

Emmanuel Bible College, in 

Kitchener, before taking off to 

Edinburgh to study for a Master 

of Theology (M.Th.) degree.  

Edinburgh was selected only 

after visiting the Universities of 

Aberdeen, Glasgow and 

Edinburgh.  He was attracted to 

the courses on offer because 

they gave him a grounding in 

the larger historical context 

within which to understand the 

development of Christian 

doctrine.  Ryan followed this up 

with a B.A. at the University of 

Waterloo, to broaden his 

knowledge of philosophy and 

other religions. 

 

He had intended to continue to 

pursue a Ph.D., but opted 

instead to get married, and join 

a construction firm!  He stayed 

with this firm for six years, first as 

an administrator and then handling the finances and human resources.  

That gave him just the right experience to partner with his father in 

buying some student rental properties in Waterloo.  The buildings 

needed a fair amount of work, but they managed to complete the 

improvements in a year.  Looking around for a bigger challenge with a 

broader range of issues to address, he joined the University of 

Waterloo‟s administration in 2006.  However, he realized it would be 

helpful to have an academic qualification in the field, and so he is now 

studying to complete his C.M.A. accounting designation by 2013. 

 

Somehow he also finds time to help his wife develop her nascent 

business – ChocolateRevelations.com – which is producing organic, fair 

trade, chocolate truffles.  Of course, the added incentive there is easy 

to understand.  And there is an administrative challenge: given that 

there are three children in the family, there‟s a mad scramble to see 

who gets to be the official taste tester when Tracy comes home with a 

few samples!  

 

EDUCT welcomes Ryan and hopes that he can find yet more time, 

somehow, to get into the occasional event in Toronto …. complete 

with truffles! 

 

 

 

Lisa Ricci attended Edinburgh for only a 

term.  But she found it a very enriching 

experience.  She was studying at McGill 

for a B.Com. when she discovered that 

she could complete part of her course 

work at Edinburgh.  McGill and Edinburgh 

are both members of “Universitas 21” -- a 

global network of 23 research-led, 

comprehensive universities that accept 

each other‟s students for part of their 

degree requirements.   Lisa opted to take 

her last term at Edinburgh.  Wisely, she 

planned to use the time there to do 

elective as opposed to required courses, thus giving herself more 

flexibility.  She really enjoyed the two courses in economics and an 

international business course.  And she was lucky with her 

accommodation there, which was a shared, self-catering flat within a 

modern residence.  

 

Within that one term she managed trips to the Highlands, Glasgow, 

London, Manchester and Paris.  And, of course, once she had 

completed her courses, off she went to Paris again!  What she loved 

about Edinburgh was the character of the university quarter and the 

livable scale – she found it so easy to walk anywhere and was struck by 

the rich variety of urban facilities right on one‟s doorstep.    

 

All this led to her being hired by Ernst & Young as an auditor.  When she 

started there in 2008 she was working on financial audits; now she is 
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James Hunter 

 

onto information technology 

audits.  That involves her in 

providing support to financial 

audit teams by testing the 

security of a company‟s financial 

systems.  It is the type of work 

which tends to have a steadier 

stream of activity and more 

regular work hours as compared 

to financial audit, which had Lisa 

using her home for little more 

than the limited amount of sleep 

she was afforded.  At this point, 

she is either looking for more 

opportunities to travel, or a quiet 

way of relaxing.  She seems to 

have honed both skills to 

perfection!  Lisa took time in the 

summer of 2009 to go to Japan, 

Cambodia, Malaysia, Thailand 

and Singapore.  When at home 

she is very keen on hot yoga.  

Yes, there is a hot yoga….very 

cool apparently!  Currently, Lisa 

volunteers at a hot yoga studio 

downtown but, not surprisingly, 

she is also interested in exploring 

yoga studios abroad.  One day, 

she intends to open one of her 

own.  She has also found time to 

do all her C.A. and C.I.S.A. 

exams and should be qualified 

next year.  Ernst & Young have 

offices around the world.  Lisa 

would love to take advantage of 

the opportunities this offers.   

 

EDUCT offers a warm welcome to 

Lisa and just hopes she will stay 

around a while! 

 

Editor’s Note: For more 

information on Universitas 21, go 

to www.universitas21.com  

 

Book Review 

by James Hunter 

Alexander McCall Smith. The Right 

Attitude To Rain.  Toronto: Vintage 

Canada Edition, 2007 

 

The central character in The Right 

Attitude To Rain is Isobel Dalhousie.  She 

is the editor of the Journal of Applied 

Ethics. Isobel takes a lively interest in the 

world around her, and in her own 

situation and motives.  Like Jane 

Austen‟s Emma, she likes to organize 

other peoples‟ domestic and romantic 

lives; unlike Emma, she is aware that this 

is a failing, and she tries, not always 

successfully, to resist the temptation to 

involve herself in bettering the lot of 

others.  

 

Isobel is forty-two years old, charming and beautiful.  She is in love with 

a spectacularly handsome professional bassoon player and teacher.  

He is twenty-eight years old.  He regards Isobel as a friend. 

 

In the promotional material put about by Mr. McCall Smith‟s publisher, 

Isobel is described as an “amateur sleuth”.  However, there is not much 

sleuthing of the traditional variety in this book.  The only crime (and it is 

not clear if it is a crime) is described in the very last pages of the book.  

The crime theme is not developed. 

 

Isobel Dalhousie‟s world is Edinburgh.  What an oasis of civilization it is.  

This Edinburgh is on a different planet from the dystopian Edinburgh of 

Irvine Welsh‟s Trainspotting.  McCall Smith‟s Edinburgh spans the Old 

Town and the New Town.  His descriptions will bring back memories to 

the readers of this review, since we spent our formative and 

impressionable years among the sites so vividly described by the 

author.  (It is true that many of us may have enjoyed a more bohemian 

lifestyle than Isobel‟s, but then, we were not forty-two years old). 

 

It is hard to imagine any city in the United Kingdom fitting the bill as the 

very pinnacle of civilization as well as the Edinburgh described by 

Alexander McCall Smith.  The author is aware that this was not always 

the case, but in his skilled hands, it seems as though the combination of 

Edinburgh‟s history (blood-soaked), geography (dramatic but made 

comfortable by eighteenth and nineteenth century infrastructure 

improvements) and climate (generally dampish, but with lots of light in 

the summer) has allowed present-day Edinburgh to shine as a rare gem 

greatly to be envied by those who do not inhabit the world of Isobel 

Dalhousie. 

 

http://www.universitas21.com/
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Left: Alexander  McCall Smith 

Credit: Tara Murphy 

 

Reviewers are generally well 

advised to resist the temptation 

to ascribe the views of fictional 

heroines to their author.  In this 

case, because of the powerful 

and consistent delineation of 

Isobel‟s world view, it is hard not 

to speculate that the author 

approves of his heroine‟s take on 

the world, just as we can 

reasonably conjecture that 

George Elliot identified with, and 

approved of, the moral scheme 

described at length in 

Middlemarch. 

 

 

What gives this novel its 

particular charm is that McCall 

Smith uses free indirect speech 

so that we view events from 

Isobel‟s perspective.  She is a 

professional ethicist, so 

everything is considered through 

the moral prism of her 

questioning mind.  Most 

decisions, and there are many, 

present a moral dilemma. Isobel 

tries her best always to do the 

right thing.  She is truly a good 

person and she has mostly good 

judgement.  You cannot help but 

admire and like her.  What helps 

of course is that Isobel has a 

clear moral view of the world 

and of her place in it.   

 

Alexander McCall Smith is 

Professor Emeritus of Medical 

Law at Edinburgh.  He is a prolific 

author who first came to the 

attention of the wider reading 

public through his witty No. 1 

Ladies’ Detective Agency series 

(which does for Botswana what 

his Scottish settings do for 

Edinburgh).  The Right Attitude To 

Rain is the third in a series of six 

(so far) Isobel Dalhousie novels.  

There is a narrative thread to 

these novels, so if this review gets 

you minded to find out more 

about Isobel Dalhousie, you might 

want to start with the first in the series: 

The Sunday Philosophy Club. 

 

Most readers of Alexander McCall 

Smith‟s novels report that his books fall 

into the “cannot put it down” 

category.  Your reviewer is no 

exception. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you a fan of Scottish writing? 

Do you enjoy reading novels and non-fiction by Scottish authors?  How 

about books about Scotland or Scots?  If so, EDUCT would welcome 

your views and opinions for publication in EDUCT News.  Please contact 

the EDUCT News Editor, Simon Miles at simon-miles@sympatico.ca  

 

 

Tell us your news 

EDUCT News is always looking for interesting Alumni stories and news.  We 

are happy to hear about what‟s new with you!  Whether you have just 

returned from an interesting trip or have a memory you wish to share with 

your fellow EDUCT Members, we would love to hear from you. 

 

If you have a something you would like to share, please contact the 

EDUCT News Editor, Simon Miles at simon-miles@sympatico.ca 

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Documents%20and%20Settings/fbruce/My%20Documents/Downloads/simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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Treasurer’s Report 

 

 

 

 

                    

   

EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY CLUB OF TORONTO (EDUCT) 
UNAUDITED ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2010 

   

       

            

       As at December 31    

  BALANCE SHEET     2010     2009   

  Total Member Funds   $16,805   $13,021   

  being:          

    Cash in bank   $4,305   $3,021   

    GIC    $12,500   $10,000   

            

  INCOME STATEMENT   2010     2009   

  Income          

    Membership Fees   2,940   1,895   

    Events    4,465   4,823   

    Interest    100   141   

            

  Total Revenue   7,505   6,859   

            

  Expenses         

    Events    3,649   3,950   

    Bank Charges   72   72   

    Donations to the University  0   182   

            

  Total Expenses   3,721   4,204   

            
  Net Income   $3,784   $2,655   

            

  Opening Funds   $13,021   $10,366   

  Closing Funds   $16,805   $13,021   

                    

  President    Treasurer    

        

  Margaret Reid   Toni McGregor   

        

      Toronto, January, 2011  
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Members and Membership 
We know of over 170 graduates in the Toronto area. As of 31 May 2010, 
we have 100 members. If you would be interested in joining EDUCT, 
please do not hesitate to contact the EDUCT President or the Club 
Treasurer. 
 
Friends of EDUCT 
Friends of EDUCT are recognized by the Club by virtue of the generosity 
they demonstrated when, as non-members, they donated to the 
University of Edinburgh through an EDUCT-initiated special fund.  
 
Carlyle Circle Members in Canada 
EDUCT wishes to acknowledge the generosity of alumni and friends of 
the University of Edinburgh who have decided to leave a bequest to 
the University in their wills. They are recognized by the University as 
Carlyle Circle members. We extend our gratitude to each of them. If 
you are a member of the Carlyle Circle or know of such members, you 
are encouraged to contact us.  
 
EDUCT News is published three times a year in January, May and 
September. Please send submissions or ideas for articles to the Editor:                  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca 
 

 

This print of Edinburgh is from Views of Landscape and Architecture in Scotland, in 
the Photochrom print collection of the Prints and Photographs Division of the Library 
of Congress, Washington, DC.   The print dates from between 1890 and 1900.

 
 

Membership Dues 
Annual membership fees are due 
in January of each year.  If you 
have not yet renewed for this 
year, please send your cheque, 
for $35, payable to EDUCT, and 

Treasurer, Ms. Toni McGregor, at: 
464 Scarlett Crescent, Burlington, 
Ontario, L7L 5P1.   Your 
promptness in this regard greatly 
lightens the load on our volunteer 
Board and is thus much 
appreciated.  Thank you, in 
advance, for your payment.  

 

Board of Directors 
We invite your comments and 
suggestions at any time. Please feel 
free to contact any member of the 
Board of Directors with your comments 
and suggestions:  
 

Margaret Reid 
President,  
(MPhil 1995), 416.697.2807  
mmreid66@yahoo.ca 
 
Liz McBeth 
Vice President and Communications,  
(MA Hons 1994), 416.697.9287 
liz@mcbeth-media.com 
 
 

Toni McGregor 
Treasurer,  
(BA 1978), 905.637.9015  
mailto:tonimcg@cogeco.ca 
 
Joshua Gillespie 
 Immediate Past President,  
(MA Hons 1994, MBA 1998), 
416.835.7447  
Josh.Gillespie@algonquinpower.com  
 

Simon Miles  
Past President 
(MA Hons 1962), 416.466.8793  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca  
 

Paul Bradley 
Past President 
(BSc Hons 1982), 416.464.9771  
pbradley@frasermackenzie.com  
 

 
Our thanks go out to: 
Fiona Tompkinson for graphic design 
and layout. 

mailto:tonimcg@cogeco.ca
mailto:Josh.Gillespie@algonquinpower.com



