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For those of us 
who have spent 
far too much 
time in higher 
education, 
September is 
the real start of 
the year. This 
September, our 
year began with Vice-Principal 
Dawkins’ address to local alumni 
about recent developments at the 
University (see page 2). It was an 
engaging and inspiring look at 
departments and fundraising efforts, 
which almost made me want to go 
back to school! However, given my 
antipathy to cold north winds and 
rain, I will instead be obtaining 
comfort, warmth, and creative 
inspiration from the upcoming whisky 
tasting!  

Before that real start to the year, some 
of us took to the golf greens in a 
splendid third annual EDUCT golf day 
(see page 5). And over the summer 
EDUCT members have been working 
hard to prepare for our seasonal 
events, which you will see on this 
page. There are additional events in 
the making.  

Special thanks go to Jim Hunter, our 
first president, for his graciousness in 
hosting the Vice-Principal and 
University alumni. Thanks also to those 
KPMG staff that helped plan the event 
and prepare those gorgeous hors 
d’oeuvres!  

As ever, although we are near the 
end of the year, I urge you all to 
renew your membership for 2011 soon 
(see page 16). We value your support.  

                                      Margaret Reid 

 
 

Upcoming Club and Alumni Events 
 

Whisky Tasting 
When Thursday, November 25, 2010 at 6:00 pm  

Where Offices of Fraser Mackenzie Limited (Suite 1100 – 48 Yonge Street, Toronto) 
Details You will h ave an opportunity to tas te some of t he fine whiskies from t he Pràban na Linne 

distillery, in Sk ye, which is owned by  Sir Iain Nobl e.  In addition, Martha Harrison will b e 
showcasing other Scottish and Irish Whiskies.  Those who missed last year’s tasting will be 
given priority, but RSVP soon to register your interest.   The cost for the event is $35. 

RSVP Paul Bradley,  pbradley@frasermackenzie.com 416-464-9771 
 

The 2011 Burns Nightcap 
When Thursday, 20 January, 2011, 6:30 pm to 10:00 pm (five days before Burns). 

Where The Duke of Kent, on Yonge Street, east side, at Roehampton Avenue, just north of Eglinton 
Avenue East.  Parking underground across Yonge, or surface lot on Roehampton. 

Details All are part of the entertainment.  Ian Duncan promises another star performance.  
RSVP Liz McBeth,  liz@mcbeth-media.com 416-697-9287 

 

EDUCT Curling Funspeil 
When Saturday, 12 February, 2011, 3:30 pm for 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm ice time. 

Where Leaside Curling Club, on Millwood at Laird. 
Details Limited numbers, so book early; cost is $20 eac h.  Watc h for deta ils re. c lothing and 

footwear.  Allow time for drinks afterwards.  Emily Bain will again be our guide to interpreting 
the rules. 

RSVP Josh Gillespie,  josh.gillespie@algonquinpower.com 416-835-7447 or 
Emily Bain,  emilyabain@hotmail.com 416-435-4607 

 

EDUCT Annual Dinner 
When Friday, 15 April, 2011, 6:30 pm 

Where The Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto. 
Details The Great Hall, The Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto. 

Details:  Dr. Richard Hunt, Professor, Gastroenterology, McMaster University Health Science 
Centre, will be our after-dinner speaker on the subject: Science, Society and the 
Gastroenterologist: The Influence of Politics, Pharma and Professors.   A graduate of 
Edinburgh, Dr. Hu nt is now work ing worldwide.  He will introduce us to some of t he more 
fascinating dimensions of the larger context within which research, teaching and drug 
development are being pursued in a field that has to be of more than passing interest to all of 
us at some point in our lives.  The cost is $70 each.   

Info Simon Miles,  simon-miles@sympatico.ca 416-466-8793 or 
Toni McGregor,  tonimcg@cogeco.ca 905-637-9015 

 

Annual General Meeting and Doors Open Toronto Tour 
When Sunday, 29 May, 2011, 1:30 pm 

Where The Offices of Fraser Mackenzie, 48 Yonge Street. 
Details Meeting to be followed or preceded by a tour of a building of interest. 

Info Paul Bradley,  pbradley@frasermackenzie.com 416-464-9771 
 

Membership fees for 2010 were due in January. 
If you have not yet renewed, please see page 16 for details. 

 

 

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni  
in Toronto? Please pass this newsletter on to 

anyone who might be interested. 

Message from the President 

1

mailto:pbradley@frasermackenzie.com
mailto:liz@mcbeth-media.com
mailto:josh.gillespie@algonquinpower.com
mailto:emilyabain@hotmail.com
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
mailto:tonimcg@cogeco.ca
mailto:pbradley@frasermackenzie.com


EDUCT News  September 2010 

Inside this Issue 

• Young Dawkins Briefs EDUCT 
on University Developments 

• Green Roof Visit 
• Tell us your news 
• Career Connections 

Programme Launched 
• Third Annual EDUCT Golf 

Friendly 
• The Duke of Edinburgh’s 

Award 
• Edinburgh University and 

Climate Change 
• EDUCT Geography Centenary 

Fund: Progress Report 
• Behind The Bohemian 

Embassy: Review 
• Graeme Morton’s New Book 

on Scottish History 
• Scott’s Abbotsford to be 

Restored 
• Famous Alumni: Sir Charles 

Tupper: the Father of 
Confederation 

• Member News 
• Treasurer’s Report 
• Friends of EDUCT 
• Carlyle Circle Members in 

Canada 
• Are You On Our List? 

 
The Story Behind EDUCT 
“EDUCT” is intended to form the 
acronym for the Edinburgh 
University Club of Toronto. 
 
“Educt” is a word which means, 
in the language of chemists:  
 
“A body separated by 
decomposition from another.”  
 
In addition, there is “e-duct”, an 
electronic channel, which seems 
appropriate for all of our 
members receiving EDUCT News 
via e-mail. 

Young Dawkins Briefs EDUCT on University Developments 

Young Dawkins knows how to get his 
audience listening.  As Vice Principal 
for Development, Young is 
constantly on the road, addressing 
an enormously varied range of 
audiences.  He seems to have a 
knack of being able to capture the 
mood of the room and relate his 
message accordingly.  He certainly 
did an excellent job of bringing 

EDUCT members up to date on developments at the University of 
Edinburgh recently.  The occasion was a reception, on 23 September, 
put on by the University, in conjunction with EDUCT, in the fabulous new 
Toronto headquarters of KPMG.  Our thanks go to Jim Hunter, a partner 
at KPMG, for being such a gracious host for the evening.   
 
The University had extended its invitation to all alumni in Southern 
Ontario.  It seems that there are about 1,500 alumni in Ontario, but of 
these only 750 are contactable.  So there is quite a job to be done to 
catch up with many of these people.  Young urged us to keep up the 
good work in letting our friends from University days know about the 
benefits of keeping in touch with the University and EDUCT.  EDUCT 
should see this as a worthy challenge for the near future. 
 
Young was very flattering about the performance of EDUCT as a club.  
Our range of activities, the newsletter that he always looks forward to 
reading, the Career Connections initiative, which he sees as critical in 
the current labour market, and our progress in raising money for our first 
fund – the EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund – all are very valuable in 
his eyes and help him enormously in inspiring other alumni clubs.  He 
brought us good news on the Geography Fund: we are near 20,000 
pounds now.  His message was simple: keep at it; you can do it!  
 
A central message with respect to the University was its worldwide 
popularity as a place to study and the high quality of the teaching and 
research.  Just 3,800 of the 47,000 applicants are accepted.  This was 
good to know given that some of us had already seen the latest Times 
Higher Education World University Rankings.  It puts Edinburgh at 
number 40 now – a drop from number 20 last year.  The explanation is 
simple: the criteria have been overhauled in a major way.  Sadly, one 
criterion now omitted is the international appeal of the universities.  As 
we anticipated in our coverage of the rankings last January, it is hard 
for Edinburgh to climb so high and expect to stay there when the rules 
keep changing. However, Young was upbeat; Edinburgh is now 
number five in the UK and very high within Europe. 
 
Young has good reason to be positive.  He illustrated the stature of the 
University with reference to the leading work in regenerative medicine 
and the innovative approach being taken by the Edinburgh Centre on 
Climate Change to marrying academic research with the involvement 
of the private and public sectors as users of research findings.   
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Young shared his concerns 
about the current financial 
situation facing the UK’s 
universities.  The government is 
being forced to make cuts 
across the board and universities 
will not escape this.  Of 
Edinburgh’s 620M. pounds 
annual turn-over, about 31% 
comes from the government, 
30% comes from grants and 
contracts, 16% from student fees, 
and the balance from 
commercial agreements and 
endowment income.  Thus a 10% 
cut in government funds will hurt.   Hester and Donald Warne, Kathy and Jim Armstrong. 

Chris Valley Ban, Peter Schmidt, Josh Gillespie, 
Magda Kepfer and Margaret Reid 

 
Edinburgh’s response is likely to 
be fourfold: run a tight ship; 
make the most of commercial 
ventures; encourage increased 
philanthropy; and, keep a close 
eye on the debate concerning 
student fees in England and 
Scotland. 
 
As alumni, wanting to see our 
alma matter continue its good 
work, the importance of 
philanthropy has to be of interest 
to us all.  Young emphasized that 
he did not see it as replacing the 
big sources of income, but it 
really does help to make the 
difference.  The 350M. pounds 
campaign is proceeding well.  It 
still has 40M. to go though.  So if 
any of us can help, with 
whatever amount, Young would 
love to hear from us. 

Green Roof Visit 

by Simon Miles  

 
Thanks to Anna 
Voineskos 
(B.Arch), EDUCT 
members had the 
opportunity to 
visit a second 
green roof prior to 
our AGM on 30th 
May. Some of you 
will recall that we 
visited another 
green roof just 
prior to our AGM 
in 2008. This time 
we were on the 
roof of a 
retirement home, the Rekai Centre, on Wellesley Street East.  We were 
guided by Peter Schmidt, of Xero Flor Canada Ltd., the company that 
installed the green roof.     
 
Peter mentioned that his company’s approach to the green roof was 
born out of the need to come up with a cover for NATO bunkers in 
Germany some 40 years ago.  Today’s cover is very similar to the 
original.  In essence, one has a two inch layer of sod over layers of 
man-made materials: a 10mm. plastic sheet; a springy layer; a filter 
layer; and, then a cottony thin pad of recycled natural fibre.  This sits on 
top of a layer of gravel, itself on top of the roof structure.   
 
The sod comes embedded with plants.  In this case sedum is the 
dominant plant.  But there are 13 different species of sedum in this roof.  
Sedum is very drought resistant.  The saturated weight of this roof 
(excluding the gravel) is about 8 lbs. per square foot; the dry weight is 
about 4lbs.  
 
The roof is equally suitable for all types of climates, and can been 
found everywhere from the Yukon to Brazil.  It can be retrofitted for use 
on residential buildings, although one should obtain an assessment of 
the carrying capacity of the current structure from a structural engineer 
first.  This assessment may cost one about $300 to $400.  The company 
also offers a much heavier roof with trees. 
 
The green roof we saw is an XF301.  It is one of several systems.  It is 
extremely lightweight and, in this particular instance, was not served 
with a permanent irrigation system.  It is a particularly popular model 
because it is lightweight, economical, easy to install, and gives one an 
instant green cover, while having low maintenance costs over the long 
term.  
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As can be seen from the photos, 
the roof provides a very 
attractive covering.  It helps to 
keep down costs of energy for 
heating and cooling and yet it 
doesn’t attract much insect life 
or weeds.  If one is looking to 
make a further contribution to 
minimizing climate change, it 
appears that mosses absorb 
more carbon dioxide than does 
sedum.  However Peter has 
found that there is some 
resistance to moss roofs.   
Although cost-benefit details 
were not available, more can be 
learned by visiting the 
company’s web site at 
www.xeroflor.ca. 

Career Connections Programme Launched 

by Josh Gillespie 

 
Career Connections was announced at EDUCT’s AGM in May.  This 
initiative, launched by EDUCT in partnership with the University, is 
EDUCT’s response to the present difficult economic climate and the 
particularly difficult employment market for fresh graduates.  It focuses 
on using the University’s alumni network to provide assistance to 
students and fresh graduates who are at that very challenging time in 
their lives when they have to make critical career choices.  
 
EDUCT is in the fortunate position of having members who work in many 
different fields and have a great deal of experience.  Some club 
members have already volunteered to provide advice and support to 
students and recent graduates to help them with their career 
development.  Alumni offer advice and information based on their 
personal experience, their readings of trends in their particular fields of 
work, their insights on company culture, etc. 
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 The University initiated the programme this summer by sending e-mails 

to those students and recent graduates who are from the greater 
Toronto area to alert them to the programme and how to contact the 
Career Connections coordinator (Joshua Gillespie).  The University’s 
Careers Services web site also describes the programme. Students and 
new graduates who have contacted the University’s Careers Service 
and have indicated their interest are provided guidance by the 
University on how to structure their thoughts on their career aspirations 
prior to approaching the alumni.   

 
 
Typical questions students are likely to ask of alumni are: 
What do you find most rewarding/most difficult about your work?  Seed ‘em and they’ll grow 
How did you get your job? 

 How would you describe your career path?  
How did you make connections in a new city?  Tell us your news 
How does your job relate to your degree at Edinburgh?  

EDUCT News is always looking for 
interesting Alumni stories and news.  
We are happy to hear about 
what’s new with you!  Whether you 
have just returned from an 
interesting trip or have a memory 
you wish to share with your fellow 
EDUCT members, we would love to 
hear from you. 

What might you have done at Edinburgh to better prepare for a career 
in your field? 
Can your recommend other individuals who could provide further 
advice to me? 
 
What the programme is not designed to be is an employment service 
setting up students and new graduates with jobs.  Students are made 
very aware of this and that their alumni mentors are pretty busy people 
who have a limited amount of time to help. 
 

 If you are interested in participating as a Career Connections adviser, 
please contact Joshua Gillespie (joshgillespie@hotmail.com; 416-835-
7447) for more information.  

If you have something you would 
like to share, please contact the 
EDUCT News Editor, Simon Miles 
at simon-miles@sympatico.ca. 
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Third Annual EDUCT Golf Friendly 

by Toni McGregor 

 
EDUCT’s Third Annual Golf Friendly got off to a colourful start on Sunday, 
July 18 at the Saw-Whet Golf Club, in Oakville.  Josh Gillespie arrived in 
full Happy Gilmore mode, complete with hockey stick as a substitute 
putter.  He was subsequently spotted borrowing putters from all and 
sundry, against all the Rules of Golf, so we tossed him off the course at 
the ninth hole!  Grant Buchan-Terrell was first off the tee, sartorially 
resplendent in bright yellow socks. 
 
Golf was preceded by lunch in the clubhouse, where Joyce Ferguson, 
Magda Kepfer, Aaron Rifkind, and Ian and Toni McGregor fortified 

themselves for the golf and 
Kate Snedeker fortified 
herself for the drive back to 
Guelph!  Kate warned us 
that she should never 
actually be put in contact 
with either a golf ball or golf 
club for the safety of the 
world in general.  By way of 
contrast, Joyce, who had 
come all the way from New 
Brunswick, was clearly very 
anxious to be fed a diet of 
golf balls.  She says she was 
coached superbly by Aaron 
Rifkind.  She had never used 
a Big Bertha before but 
found it to be a great club.  
And she was particularly 
impressed with Aaron’s 
magnificent birdie, in two, at 
he fifth hole. 

ringing up the 
ar were Emily Bain, Mike Donofrio and Toni McGregor. 

 hope the weather 
gods are equally kind to them on their special day. 

t
 
Leading the way on the 
course were Grant Buchan-
Terrell with his friend, Brian 
Griffin, Joyce Ferguson and 
Aaron Rifkind.  Following 
them were Josh Gillespie and 
his friend, Bruce Perkins, Ian 
McGregor and Magda 
Kepfer.  And b

And last but not least 

re
 
Mike, with his connections to The Weather Network, kindly arranged for 
us to have quite splendid weather and all the threatening 
thunderstorms and rain were kept at bay until we were all finished.  
Mike and Emily are to be wed in October and we

 
The course and the golf gods 
were all appeased with 
generous sacrifices of golf balls 
by most of us and we’re looking 
forward to EDUCT’s Fourth 
Friendly in 2011.  If you think that 
this year’s sounded like your 
kinda tee, and would like to join 
us next year, do contact me, 
before you change your mind, 
at tonimcg@cogeco.ca or 905-
637-9015. 

The first four 

 
 
 

The second four 
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The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 

by Anna Voineskos 

 
My husband George and I very much enjoyed our time at Edinburgh 
and, not surprisingly, we have gone out of our way to maintain ties with 
our favourite city.  So, it was very special for us when our youngest son, 
Sophocles, was invited to receive The Gold Award Certificate from HRH 
The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, in Toronto, on July 5th, 2010.  
 
We were told that the 
Gold Award is the highest 
accolade a young 
Canadian can receive.  
Having followed my son’s 
efforts as he moved 
through the various levels 
of achievement, I can 
testify that it is a process 
based on hard work, 
personal challenge and 
perseverance.  Prince 
Philip is the patron and 
founder of this award, 
which involves all participants in a balanced, non-competitive 
programme of voluntary activities.  To achieve the award, each 
participant must complete four sections: 

• Community service: to prepare for and give service to others 
• Skills: to develop personal interests and social and practical skills, 

music, art, etc.  
• Physical recreation: to take part in a planned programme of 

physical activities 
• Adventures Journey: to undertake a challenging journey of 

discovery. 

 
Sophocles had actually completed the programme and received his 
gold pin in 2002, but had decided to wait until now to receive the 
award.  Part of his community service was done in Scotland in a small 
village medical clinic outside St Andrews.  He visited Edinburgh of 
course and loved it.  Today, he is a second year resident in plastic 
surgery, in Canada.   
 
The ceremony in Toronto was at the same time grand and very friendly.  
It started with the welcome address by Ontario’s Lieutenant-Governor, 
the Honourable David C. Onley.  Throughout the ceremony the Duke of 
Edinburgh was pleasant, smiling a lot, and, most impressively, was 
talking individually to each of the 120 young achievers and their 
immediate family members.  His sense of humour was demonstrated 
numerous times and was never diminished even after the downtown 
core power outage occurred and plunged the grand ballroom of the 
Fairmont Royal York Hotel into temporary darkness.  Fortunately, the 

hotel’s emergency power 
came on very swifly and the 
ceremony carried on with a 
seemingly tireless Duke 
presenting Gold Awards and 
chatting with each participant 
and parents.  The day will 
remain a superb and lasting 
memory for our family, and yet 
another link with Edinburgh. 

 
Edinburgh University and 
Climate Change 

By Simon Miles 

 
EDUCT members will be 
delighted to learn that 
Edinburgh has been taking 
climate change very seriously.  
The University’s latest initiative is 
the establishment of the 
Edinburgh Centre on Climate 
Change.  This Centre is a 
physical and virtual hub that 
aims to foster a collaborative 
approach between academia, 
business and government in 
order to come up with solutions 
to what is becoming 
recognized as one of the most 
challenging problems facing 
global society today.  In 
keeping with its aims and 
modus vivendi, the Centre is 
being established as a 
cooperative venture between 
the University of Edinburgh, 
other academic institutions in 
Edinburgh, such as Heriot Watt 
University and Edinburgh Napier 
University, and business and 
government partners.  Although 
the Centre was announced to 
alumni in April and June this 
year, the media launch will take 
place in October. 

Sophocles Voineskos receiving his 
award from the Duke of Edinburgh 

 
The Centre is headed by Dr. 
Andy Kerr.  He received his PhD 
from Edinburgh with a thesis 
that examined the stability of 
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the Antarctic ice cap.  Since then, he has acquired extensive 
experience working in both the private sector and academia.  His full 
bio can be found at www.geos.ed.ac.uk/homes/arcice. 
 
Working with Dr. Kerr are 
associates from a broad array 
of disciplines in the associated 
universities.  Within the 
University of Edinburgh, 
particularly active support 
comes from the School of 
GeoSciences, the Business 
School, and the School of 
Law.  
 
The Centre is to be housed in 
a completely renovated and 
extended part of the original 
High School buildings in High 
School Yards.  Information on 
the environmentally responsible design of this building is available by 
going to www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/estates-buildings/about/current-
projects/climate-change-centre. 
 
The Centre is giving a lot of weight to getting information out to the 
public.  Two of its recent initiatives in this regard include: 
 
. The production by students of two short films on climate change.  They 
can be downloaded by going to: 
www.edinburghcampaign.com/News/View.aspx?PageID=182&id=717. 
 
. A series of lectures on climate change.  Some of these were given at a 
recent conference organized by the University in conjunction with its 
meeting of the General Council, in Hong Kong, in June this year.  
Although these lectures were not filmed, they will be up on the Centre’s 
web site in due course.  Currently, there is a brief reference to the one 
by Dr. Kerr in the overall synopsis of the Council meeting and 
conference.  This is to be found at: 
www.ed.ac.uk/about/edinburgh-global/news-events/news/asian-links. 
 
 The University is to be congratulated for taking the initiative to hold this 
conference in Hong Kong.  As the International Energy Agency makes 
clear, over the next decade some US$2 trillion will be required by way 
of investment to continue transforming the global economy to combat 
climate change.  And at least US$400 billion of that is needed in China.  
With its rapidly expanding economy, China is able to make good use of 
the advice, offered at the conference, as to how to grow while moving 
to a low carbon economy.  China is reportedly responding to this 
challenge by investing about 3% of its GDP in green initiatives.   
 
The Centre offers Masters degree courses that can be incorporated 
into a broad range of Masters degree programmes.  This will enable 
more students to develop an appreciation of how their interests and 

potential career activities are of 
relevance to climate change 
initiatives.  There are also 
Masters Degrees dedicated to 
addressing capacity building 
and skills development in 
climate change.  For example, 
there are already: the MSc in 
Carbon Management and the 
forthcoming (2011) MSc in 
Carbon Finance at the Business 
School; the MSc in Carbon 
Capture and Storage at the 
School of GeoSciences; and, 
the LLM in Global Environment 
and Climate Change Law at 
the School of Law. 
 
Students also have access to 
leading businesses, community 
leaders and policy makers.  
And there are already a 
number of ongoing projects 
identified with the Centre.  
Outstanding are those on: 
carbon management; carbon 
finance; urban design and 
planning; and, carbon capture 
and storage. 

Dr. Andy Kerr 
 

 
Take a closer look at this 
initiative.  It is likely to be one of 
the more important ones of the 
University in the coming 
decade.  I expect you will 
agree that it deserves our full 
support.  The web site at 
www.climatechangecentre.org.uk/. 
 

EDUCT Geography Centenary 
Fund: Progress Report 

by Simon Miles 

 
In September, when he visited 
Toronto, Vice-Principal Young 
Dawkins reported that the Fund 
was now near the 20,000 
pounds level.  In short, since my 
last report as of late May, when 
the Fund was at 18,078 pounds 
or, as I called it, $36,000, using 
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an exchange rate of $2 to the pound, slightly more than another $3,000 
has been contributed to take us over $39,000. In addition, we still have 
commitments of just over $10,000.  Thus, if our commitments turn into 
real donations, then we are very close to our goal of $50,000, or 25,000 
pounds.  However, as I cannot repeat too often, as one who never 
wishes to believe it until I can eat it, I think it is wise to continue to seek 
further contributions to the Fund.  And a Fund that has more than the 
minimum will obviously be more than welcome at the University.  
 
Understandably, it will take some time for some of the commitments to 
be dispatched to Edinburgh.  So, in the interim, locating more donors is 
still the order of the day.  Hence my usual appeal.  If you do come 
across any Edinburgh graduates who are not members of EDUCT, firstly, 
do ask them if they would like to join, especially if they are in the 
Toronto area and, secondly, do ask if they would consider a donation 
to the EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund.  All donations generate 
charitable receipts for income tax purposes.  

The fourth floor loft on St. 
Nicholas Street 

 
In January 2011, we will provide a list of donors since our previous listing 
last January.  We wish to extend our thanks to them for their generosity.  
 

Behind The Bohemian Embassy: Review 

by Simon Miles 

Chris Valley Ban’s latest film, Behind 
The Bohemian Embassy, makes a 
serious contribution to our collective 
understanding of the cultural 
environment of Toronto in the ‘Sixties 
and ‘Seventies.  On 12 July, Chris 
launched this documentary film at its 
World Premiere, most appropriately, 
in the Toronto Underground Cinema.  
The turnout was excellent.  Yes, there 
were lots of aging, one-time hippies, 
possibly hoping to regain a whiff of 
their joyous youth.  But there were 
also enough of the younger folk, two 
generations removed, to guarantee 
our young film-maker a following for 
years to come.  
 
The evening celebrated the 50th 
anniversary of the launch of the 

Bohemian Embassy on 1st June 1960.  At that time, Toronto the Good 
was a very boring place; a cultural wasteland for creative artists.  
Montreal offered much more, and to make it big time, one really had 
to get to New York or London.  Don Cullen, the committed genius 
behind the creation of the Bohemian Embassy, describes it as a coffee 
house with an omnivorous appetite for the arts.  Over the years, in 
various incarnations, it offered a launching pad for a very eclectic 
range of artists, from poets to sing

 
The Bohemian Embassy was 
never a very profitable business 
undertaking.  Cullen was a full-
time employee of the CBC 
when he launched the first 
Bohemian Embassy.  And 
throughout his times with its 
various incarnations he worked 
largely as a writer and 
performer for radio and 
television.  His first establishment 
was on St. Nicholas Street, just 
west of Yonge Street and south 
of Bloor.  This was before 
Yorkville had become 
established as the coffee bar 
haven of central Canada.  The 
list of now famous artists who 
made their appearances on 
stage at the Embassy is very 
impressive.  The film features 
many of those who are still 
living, such as Margaret 
Atwood, Gordon Lightfoot and 
Mark Breslin (who went on to 
found Yuk Yuks), and those who 
have died recently, such as 
Jackie Burroughs.  And it offers 
well documented contributions 
of others who do not appear in 
person, such as Lorne Michaels 
(who became the producer of 
NBC’s Saturday Night Live), and 
those who have since died, 
such as the poet Gwendolyn 
MacEwan. 
 

ers, musicians and stand-up comics.  
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The Bohemian Embassy had three 
more reincarnations following the 
St Nicholas Street setting.  That one 
was up four flight of stairs; a rather 
grubby little room in Atwood’s 
memory.  The police would raid it 
occasionally, because they could 
not understand why all these 
young people (and a few older 
ones) would gather in such 
numbers so late at night.  But 
Cullen kept the marijuana out, 
and it was the only drug of 
interest in those days.  So the police remained baffled.  It was, however, 
infradig for the established to be seen frequenting such places.  One 
judge resigned after confessing that he was a regular patron.  Cullen 
recounts how he wrestled with the decision as to whether he should let 
the Communist Party of Canada hold a meeting in the building.  He 
did, on the grounds that he should support the principle of freedom of 
speech.   
 
St. Nicholas Street closed in 1966, exactly six years after it had opened.  

Cullen found that he was supporting 
some of the costs out of his own pocket.  
He did not want to close in bankruptcy, 
since he may want to reopen again one 
day.  And reopen he did.  This was a very 
brief life, of ten days in 1970, in what was 
then Rochdale College, on Bloor Street.  
Cullen discovered that the drug culture 
had become very much more prominent 
in the intervening years.  He wanted no 
part of it, and closed shop. 
 
In June of 1974 Toronto welcomed its 
third generation Bohemian Embassy.  It 
was a product of the Federal 
Government’s desire to bring life to the 
barren wasteland of the waterfront.  The 

government created the Harbourfront Centre, and it had money to 
back up its efforts.  Cullen reopened the Bohemian Embassy and to 
everyone’s delight, and surprise, he was welcoming 500 people every 
night on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays.  This was when Breslin was 
given the opportunity to manage the stand-up comic night each 
week.  In his mind, all was new at that time:  no subjects were taboo, 
there were ethnics on stage, and the tone was much more personal.  
He readily admits that he would not have had the career and life he 
has enjoyed if it had not been for Cullen pointing the way.  But, all 
good things come to an end and, in 1976, the Federal Government, 
looking for ways to cut back across the board, decided to cut funding 
for Harbourfront.  Although the Embassy closed again, one can fairly 
credit it with showing how the establishment of artistic activities in 
deserted parts of the city can bring those areas to life again and make 

them attractive for private 
developers.  This is now a part of 
the overall development 
strategy of the City of Toronto, 
just as it is in many other cities 
around the world. 
 
Embassy number four opened 
on Queen Street West in 1991.  
It, too, had a short life, but 
became an important 
incubator for artists such as 
poet Robert Priest.   

Chris Valley Ban with Jackie Burroughs 

 
Cullen’s Bohemian Embassy is 
still honoured each year at the 
Mariposa folk festival. 
 
Chris Valley Ban, writer, 
producer and director of this 
documentary, has done an 
excellent job of capturing the 
contribution of Cullen and his 
colleagues to the enabling of 
the development of many 
aspects of Canadian artistic life.  
Just before the film had its first 
showing on Canadian TV, on 
19th July, on Bravo, The Globe 
and Mail had written it up as 
Pick of the Week.  It is to be 
aired again several times on 
Bravo (Channel 40) in the near 
future. The next airing on Bravo 
is at 9:00 pm on 25 January 
2011. 
  

Don Cullen Chris is hoping that the public 
libraries and educational 
institutions will be acquiring 
copies of this documentary, 
given its cultural significance.  If 
you are interested in obtaining 
a copy for viewing, EDUCT 
encourages you to contact 
your local public library.  We will 
let you know when the DVD is 
available.  
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Graeme Morton’s New Book on Scottish History 

Graeme Morton, Director of the Centre for 
Scottish Studies at the University of Guelph, and 
an EDUCT member, has just brought out another 
book.  This one is with a co-editor, Trevor Griffiths 
of Edinburgh University.  EDUCT members will be 
delighted to know that it is published by 
Edinburgh University Press.  
 
The volume is a collection of essays entitled "A 
History of Everyday Life in Scotland, 1800-1900". It 
is one of a series from EUP devoted to the history 
of everyday life in Scotland.  Although it is 
already out, its official launch will take place in 
Edinburgh on November 4th.  It is in both 
hardback (at the dreadful price of 80 pounds) 
and in paperback (at the slightly more digestible 
price of almost 25 pounds). Members may note 
that a well known on-line bookseller does offer a 
discount. 
 
As EUP describes it, the book explores the 
experience of everyday life in Scotland over two 

centuries characterized by political, religious and intellectual change 
and ferment. It shows how the extraordinary impinged on the ordinary 
and reveals people's anxieties, joys, comforts, passions, hopes and 
fears. It also aims to provide a measure of how the impact of change 
varied from place to place. 
 
The authors draw on a wide range of primary and secondary sources, 
including the material culture of daily life in town and country, and on 
the history of government, religion, ideas, painting, literature, and 
architecture. As historian B. S. Gregory has put it, everyday history is 'an 
endeavour that seeks to identify and integrate everything - all relevant 
material, social, political, and cultural data - that permits the fullest 
possible reconstruction of ordinary life experiences in all their varied 
complexity, as they are formed and transformed.' 
 
Graeme’s research interests cover all aspects of Scottish national 
identity and nationalism, with a current focus on late Victorian 
migrations and diasporic associational culture.  This is his sixth book.  His 
main works are Ties of Bluid, Kin and Countrie (2009), William Wallace: 
Man & Myth (2004), and Unionist-Nationalism (1999).  He is already 
working on the next book for EUP, which is to be called Ourselves and 
Others: Scotland, 1832-1914.   His co-editor, Trevor Griffiths, has worked 
on aspects of working-class culture and society in Britain in the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, and developments in textile 
technology in Britain prior to and during the Industrial Revolution. He is 
currently working on a study of cinema and cinema-going in Scotland, 
in the first half of the twentieth century.  For more information on the 
series, go to www.euppublishing.com/book/9780748621705. 

Scott’s Abbotsford to be 
Restored 

by Harry Ferguson 

 
I thought that all of us at EDUCT 
would be interested to learn of 
the plans for an extensive 
restoration of Abbotsford, the 
home of Sir Walter Scott.  The 
fundraising efforts of the 
Abbotsford Trust, the current 
owner of the estate, have now 
raised 9 million of the 10 million 
needed for the renovation and 
upgrades of the property.  The 
Trust was delighted by the 
recent decision of the Heritage 
Lottery Fund to award a grant 
of 4.85 million pounds for the 
restoration.  This has been 
matched by the sum of 4 million 
pounds from the Scottish 
Government and the Scottish 
Borders Council.  

Graeme Morton 
addressing the 
haggis with passion 
at an EDUCT Burns 
dinner 

  
Scott built his castle on farm 
land on the banks of the river 
Tweed. He fell in love with the 
land even before he began to 
build, for it so reeked in history. 
That history was largely of the 
border wars which extended 
over so many years and of 
which Scott wrote in such a 
masterly way. Scott’s great 
biographer, Edgar Johnson, 
describes that lovely 
border area which he was to 
purchase. 
 
"The river, too, was beautiful -- a 
bold and rapid stream flowing 
broad and bright over a bed of 
milk-white pebbles, darkening 
here and there into a deep 
pool overhung by birches and 
alders.  Across the glinting water 
the opposite banks rose in a 
long slope feathery with foliage 
beyond which the undulations 
rolled away to the heathered 
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and lonely heights of Minchmoor and beyond its hollow the land rose 
again to the triple peaks of the Eildon Hills violet in the dawn and green 
in the sunset.  Only a little downstream, just above the slight 
bend where the Gala mingled its waters with the Tweed, an ancient 
Roman road descending from the Eildon Hills crossed the river in a 
shallow ford.  These lands had been ruled of old by the Abbots of 
Melrose.  All melted in a bright glow in Scott's imagination.  Before he 
had even taken possession of his new domain he had named it 
Abbotsford."  

  
 
 

How Scott lost the estate and regained it by a herculean outpouring of 
his writing, suffering four strokes in the process, is one of the saddest and 
noblest tales in all of literature.  James Anderson of Edinburgh University, 
who published 'Sir Walter Scott and History' in 1981 and who submitted 
an earlier version of that book for an Edinburgh Ph.D. thesis in 1963-5, 
makes an interesting comment regarding Scott's insolvency.  
 
"When Scott's printing firm of Ballantyne failed in January 1826, together 
with the two publishing houses with which it was associated -- 
Constable's, and Hurst Robinson -- he alone of all the parties concerned 
refused to seek discharge as a bankrupt, paying as much in the pound 
of his debts as he was able; instead he undertook to pay off his liabilities 
in full, enormous as they turned out to be (120,000 pounds).  Then and 
afterwards he was praised for his heroism. 
  
His debt hung round his neck for the rest of his life; his health collapsed 
under the strain; his family had a large balance to pay off after his 
death, and were not clear until sixteen years later.  Lockhart (Scott's 
son-in-law) wrote his Life of Sir Walter Scott and its abridgement to pay 
off the debt.  (Scott's works, which continued to sell after his death, also 
helped.)  Meantime, the other parties concerned, above all Robert 

Cadell, Constable's junior 
partner, were able to re-
establish their fortunes.  It is 
irritating even now to read how 
his daughter Sophia, years after 
his death, had to compose her 
features while Cadell boasted 
of his financial success.  Scott 
sacrificed himself and his family 
to a mistaken sense of duty." 
  
Scott never explained his 
motives, beyond asserting that 
honour required him to act as 
he did.  However, he regained 
his beloved Abbotsford just prior 
to his death. 
 
If you ever have the chance to 
visit Abbotsford, I can’t 
recommend it highly enough.  It 
is a magnificent spot. 
 

Editor’s Note:  Harry Ferguson is 
President of the Sir Walter Scott 
Society of the University of Toronto.  
Visiting lecturers from Scotland and 
North America, plus doctoral 
students, make presentations to the 
Society.  Young students who are 
studying 19th century literature at 
the University of Toronto are 
encouraged to submit papers.  If 
you are interested in attending 
such talks, contact Harry at 416-
569-1933. 

Abbotsford 
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Famous Alumni 
Sir Charles Tupper: the Father of Confederation 

by Simon Miles 

 
Our Famous Alumnus portrayed here in the May newsletter was the 
long-serving Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, Lord Palmerston.  This 
time, we shall stick with Prime Ministers, but shift to a Canadian PM, Sir 
Charles Tupper, who holds the dubious record of being the shortest 
serving PM.  He lasted some 68 days in office.  And, like John Turner (79 
days) and Kim Campbell (132 days), he never actually sat in the house 
as PM.  It is notable that the street bearing his name in old Montreal is 
also extremely short.  His legacy is, however, much greater than that of 
his time as PM.  He really deserves a grand square named in his honour. 
 

Charles Tupper was born in Amherst, Nova 
Scotia, in 1821, into a staunchly Baptist 
family.  He studied medicine in Nova 
Scotia, before moving to Edinburgh in 
1840, where he was successful in receiving 
his MD degree, in 1843, from the Royal 
College of Surgeons, at the University of 
Edinburgh.  Apparently, his introduction to 
whisky tempered his Baptist leanings. 
 
On his return to Canada in 1846 he 
opened a drug store, married and started 
producing children: three sons and three 

daughters.  He was lured into politics and won a seat for the 
Conservatives in Nova Scotia in the 1855 provincial election.  Although 
he was in opposition, he managed to entice a number of Roman 
Catholics to cross the floor from the Liberals.  His bait was a promise of 
railway construction to exploit the development of natural resources.  
This effectively reduced the Liberals to a minority government.  It 
collapsed in 1857.  In the Conservative government of William Johnston, 
Tupper became Provincial Secretary and pushed ahead with his plans 
for a railway linking Nova Scotia with New Brunswick and the then 
Province of Canada (that was subdivided into Quebec and Ontario in 
1867).  This proved to be an uphill battle and the Conservatives found 
themselves out of power by late 1859.  They returned to power in 1863 
and by the next year events transpired to see Tupper become Premier.   
 
As Premier, Tupper introduced state-funded education.  This was no 
easy task and compromises led to parallel state-funded Catholic 
schools.  He also continued his pursuit of railway construction, this time 
making some headway.  However, it was the union of British North 
America that came to dominate his agenda. 
 
As early as 1860 he had been speaking up in favour of a union of the 
Maritime Provinces as a prelude to a union with the Province of 
Canada.  With the outbreak of the American civil war in 1861, Tupper 
saw the possibility of victorious northern states turning to take over British 

North America.  He organized, 
with his counterparts in Prince 
Edward Island and New 
Brunswick, the famous 
Charlottetown Conference of 
September 1864 to discuss their 
union.  He was delighted that 
John A. Macdonald, Premier of 
the Province of Canada, asked 
if he may attend.  The highly 
successful meeting led to an 
agreement in principle to form 
a union of the four provinces.  
Further conferences in Quebec 
City and London led to the 
passage of the British North 
America Act in Westminster and 
the formal creation of the 
Dominion of Canada, on 1 July 
1867, through the union of the 
four provinces of Nova Scotia, 
New Brunswick, Ontario and 
Quebec.  Newfoundland and 
PEI decided not to join initially.  
 
It is as one of the 36 original 
Fathers of Confederation that 
Tupper is best known.  And it 
can fairly be said that he was 
the Father that catalyzed the 
process.  It was in recognition of 
this role that he was made a 
Companion in The Most 
Honourable Order of the Bath, 
in 1867. 
 
On 4 July 1867, Tupper passed 
the reigns of power in Nova 
Scotia to a colleague and 
turned to Federal politics.  He 
won a seat and joined his good 
friend Macdonald in the first 
parliament of Canada.  He was 
gracious enough to forego a 
cabinet seat initially, although 
he became a cabinet minister 
in 1870.  Thereafter, he held 
many different portfolios.   
 
Tupper was also adept at multi-
tasking.  In 1867, as a practising 
doctor in Ottawa, he became 
the founding President of the 
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Canadian Medical Association, while also serving as an MP.  Later in 
life, in 1883, he became High Commissioner to the UK, while retaining a 
cabinet seat!  Although he was criticized for this and gave up the 
cabinet post, he again became a cabinet minister in 1887, this time as 
Minister of Finance, while continuing to serve as High Commissioner.  As 
High Commissioner, he played a significant role in negotiating with the 
Americans and for this the British honoured him with a Baronetcy in 
1888. 
 
He eventually became Prime Minister on 1 May 1896.  However, an 
election had already been called.  Although his Conservatives won a 
majority of the votes, they failed to win most seats.  Tupper entered into 
opposition and remained there until 1890.  He then retired to England, 
where he died in 1915. 
 

Editor’s Note: Thanks to EDUCT Friend, Geoff Rose, for suggesting Sir Charles. 

 

Member News 

Member in waiting  
Liz and Andrew McBeth are 
delighted to announce the birth 
of their first-born.  Braeden Iain 
Thomas McBeth entered this world 
on 21 July.  He weighed in at a 
very healthy 8lb 12 oz.  Liz writes: 
“Depending on the source, his 
name means 'broad, wide' or 
‘mountainous, high, noble’ and 
we hope to encourage his 
thinking to be expansive and 
holistic. Of course that will come 
later…for now we are focusing on 

early milestones like promoting frequent napping and successful 
burping after every meal. Braeden looks forward to visiting his great 
grandmother in Scotland and getting an early look at the University of 
Edinburgh in 2011.”  EDUCT extends its congratulations to Liz and 
Andrew. 
 
Congratulations to Emily and Mike 
Emily Bain let slip at the EDUCT Golf Friendly that she and Mike Donofrio 
are to be married in October. Never one to do anything in half 
measure, Mike inveigled Emily to fly to Las Vegas in order to pose the 
question. Emily, having served as political adviser to ministers in our 
Provincial Government, knew how to come up with an answer that 
would satisfy all parties concerned. Both are delighted with the 
outcome, as are all who are in the know. EDUCT extends its 
congratulations to Emily and Mike. 

Welcome to Our New Members 

 
Paul Kennedy: public 
intellectual, broadcaster, 
raconteur, golfer, and whale 
watcher.  Paul Kennedy is well 
known to EDUCT members as 
the host of Ideas, the prime-
time, flagship programme of 
CBC Radio One.  We had the 
good fortune to have him as 
the speaker at our Annual 
Dinner in 2009 and there he 
entertained us with tales of his 
love affairs with libraries as a 
way of conveying the 
importance of books in his life.   
He is a man of many parts, well 
suited to the task of hosting a 
programme with such an 
eclectic mix of themes and 
topics. 
 
What was the making of this 
public intellectual?  Paul grew 
up in St. Catherines, where, as 
he confessed, “he lost his 
virginity” to the librarian in the 
Carnegie Library, at the tender 
age of five.  This introduction to 
books led him to Queen’s 
University.  His initial aspiration 
was to take a degree in politics 
and law and become Prime 
Minister.  Like most others with a 
similar desire to save the world, 
he quickly saw the light and 
shifted course to take his B.A. in 
Politics, French, English and 
Drama.  One course, in 
particular, stays with him.  It was 
on the intellectual history of the 
western world. 
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A Queen’s undergraduate exchange scholarship took him to St. 
Andrews University in 1972-3: to new intellectual experiences and golf, 
“the only sport ever for me”.  He played on all four golf courses, 
practising on the other three until venturing out on the Royal and 
Ancient.  Somehow, he managed to get a cart for 4 pounds that gave 
him privileges to play all year.  The one course of the classroom variety 
that stays with him was that on the scientific revolution.  Returning to 
Queen’s he graduated top in his class.   
 
In 1975, again like so many of us, with sights set on Oxford, he found 
himself in Edinburgh.  Professor Wreford Watson was building the Centre 
for Canadian Studies.  Paul, as a genuine Canadian, had a role to play.  
One part he recalls well was being assigned to entertain René 
Lévesque, at that time building his Parti Québécois.  Lévesque was in 
Scotland to share notes on separation with the Scots.  As if by special 
arrangement, Rose Street that night was full of Scottish Nationalists, 
primed for their task of welcoming Lévesque.  How appropriate, in 
hindsight, that Paul’s M.Litt. thesis should be on The Scots in Canada.  In 
1976, he returned to start his Ph.D. at the University of Toronto.  The plan 
was to write an intellectual biography of Harold Innis.  His thesis advisers 
saw his plan as too ambitious.  It was a short walk to the CBC where, 
with the angels on his side, he was welcomed as a new, freelance 
writer at Ideas.  His first show, The Fur Trade Revisited, took him down the 
Mackenzie River; his second was on Harold Innis.  McLuhan, whom Paul 
admired so much, actually requested, after having heard the first 
episode of the Harold Innis series, that he be able to appear on the 
programme.  Paul was on his way!   
 
The one thing he misses as host of Ideas, is being on live radio.  So he 
did a deal when being hired for that job.  He gets to host the morning 
show out of St. John’s, Newfoundland, for a week each summer.  That 
fits in perfectly with his whale watching in Pouch Cove, another of his 
life loves.  In welcoming Paul, EDUCT members hope he can continue 
to enlighten us all, especially on how to organize one’s life so well. 
 
Nancy Grant grew up in London, 
Ontario.  Now retired, after having 
spent her professional career 
working out East and West, she has 
returned to the warmth of southern 
Ontario.  No, not to London, for it 
has changed too much from what 
she knew and loved as a child.  
She had enjoyed her student days 
at Western, from where she 
graduated with a B.Sc.N.  For the 
uninitiated, that is a degree in 
nursing.  It was a demanding 
course of study, involving two years 
at the University and three in a hospital.  She chose the Royal Victoria 
Hospital in Montreal.  They were very good to her and indeed awarded 

her a scholarship to assist her 
with her studies.  Upon her 
graduation in 1959 she returned 
the favour by going to work for 
the hospital.   
 
By 1972, she knew she had to 
get back to university.  She 
opted for Edinburgh.  The plan 
was to pursue an M.Phil. in 
nursing.  But her Edinburgh 
supervisor, impressed with her 
proposed study plans, urged 
her to go for a Ph.D., albeit that 
it would take five years.  Not 
only did she make it, but she 
was the first Canadian to 
graduate with a Ph.D. in nursing 
from Edinburgh.  And she had a 
wonderful time there.  She very 
much enjoyed sharing a 
Georgian flat overlooking 
Holyrood Park.  And the Festival 
left its mark too. 
 
As a newly-minted Ph.D. she 
was quickly hired by Dalhousie’s 
School of Nursing to develop 
and teach the new Master’s 
programme.  Three years later, 
Professor Margaret Scott-Wright, 
Ph.D. (Edin.), her Director at 
Dalhousie, was wooed by the 
University of Calgary and Nancy 
was invited to follow.  Although 
she found Calgary far less 
warm, in many ways, than other 
parts of Canada, she stayed on 
because of the opportunities to 
conduct relevant research.   
 
Of particular interest to an 
aging society is her work on 
indicators of the quality of care 
in long-term care agencies, 
and her work on dementia.  
And in 2009 she and her co-
author, Dr. Diana Mansell, 
published A Guidebook to 
Religions and Spiritual Practices 
for People Who Work with 
People.  The authors consider 
some 85 religions and how 
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followers of those religions exhibit different expectations of health care 
and have different perspectives of such experiences as death and 
dying.  Nancy sees it as a reference book of value for a broad range of 
professionals from the police to teachers to health care workers.  For 
the curious who wish to purchase this book, it is published by iUniverse 
and can be ordered from your bookstore or from www.iUniverse.com 
for the bargain price of US$29.95.  
 
Now, as retired Associate Professor Emerita, University of Calgary, 
Nancy is back in Ontario, in Oakville, and looking for opportunities to 
volunteer for work where she can use her brain and background 
experience.  Any suggestions are welcome. Do contact her at 
ngrant@ucalgary.ca   
 
EDUCT welcomes Nancy to Greater Toronto. 
 

Rani Pooran is a young professional 
wrestling with the challenges of how 
to best manage the intellectual 
capital of KPMG.  Quite an 
undertaking.  Born in the UK, she grew 
up in Trinidad and came to the 
University of Toronto to take her first 
degree, a B.A. (Hons.) in Politics, 
Spanish and History.  She loved it here 
but, desiring another lease on the 
freedom of educational life, she 
ended up in Edinburgh to pursue an 
M.Sc. in International and European 
Political Studies.  She was attracted 
by Edinburgh’s good global standing 
in that field and also by the fact that 
she could register for Edinburgh later 

that she could for many good US graduate schools.   
Edinburgh was lots of fun.  She fell in love with the Highlands, got to see 
Skye, and mastering some of the intricacies of Scottish dancing.  She 
discovered wonderful restaurants, including one that, if it is still surviving 
eight years later, every student should make a note of.  Once a week, 
she thinks it was Tuesdays, Sweet Melinda’s allowed you to eat and 
then pay what you can!   After Edinburgh, Rani returned to Toronto to 
pursue a Masters in Information Studies at U of T and later returned to 
the UK to work for Pricewaterhouse Coopers in London.  This is where 
she got her start in the knowledge management field.  Since her return 
to Toronto in 2008, Rani has worked for Ernst & Young and, most 
recently, joined KPMG when the company was looking for someone to 
help them advance their work in this area.  She is now Manager of 
Knowledge Services there.  She focuses on the strategic dimensions of 
implementing a knowledge management programme.  Rani enjoys 
meeting people and is currently involved with the Rotman Initiative for 
Women in Business and the Toronto Organizational Development 
Network.  She also does presentations on knowledge management 
and building a professional image.  Her most recent ones were a 
presentation to graduate students on future trends in knowledge 

management and to an 
association of information 
professionals on dressing 
professionally.Rani is also active 
as a volunteer in the social 
services field with particular 
interests in cultural diversity and 
encouraging sustainable ways 
of thinking (or encouraging 
people to take into account 
the impact on others, of any 
decision taken, in any setting, 
from that of the home to the 
larger community).  She has 
been a volunteer mentor with 
the Toronto Regional Immigrant 
Employment Council and is 
currently on the board of 
Canada on Campus. In her free 
time, Rani enjoys spending time 
with family and close friends, 
visiting new and exciting 
places, exercising, and public 
speaking. EDUCT extends a 
warm welcome to Rani. 
  

Treasurer’s Report 

 
Our Treasurer reports that 
EDUCT's accounts, as of 30 
September, 2010, show a 
balance of $15,402.88 
(comprising a $12,500 GIC and 
$2,902.88 in cash in the bank). 
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Members and Membership 
We know of over 170 graduates in the Toronto area. As of 30 September, 
we have 106 members. If you would be interested in joining EDUCT, 
please do not hesitate to contact the EDUCT President or the Club 
Treasurer. 
 
Friends of EDUCT 
Friends of EDUCT are recognized by the Club by virtue of the generosity 
they demonstrated when, as non-members, they donated to the 
University of Edinburgh through an EDUCT-initiated special fund.  
 
Carlyle Circle Members in Canada 
EDUCT wishes to acknowledge the generosity of alumni and friends of 
the University of Edinburgh who have decided to leave a bequest to 
the University in their wills. They are recognized by the University as 
Carlyle Circle members. We extend our gratitude to each of them. If 
you are a member of the Carlyle Circle or know of such members, you 
are encouraged to contact us.  
 
EDUCT News is published three times a year in January, May and 
September. Please send submissions or ideas for articles to the Editor:                  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca 
 

 

This print of Edinburgh is from Views of Landscape and Architecture in Scotland, in 
the Photochrom print collection of the Prints and Photographs Division of the Library 
of Congress, Washington, DC.   The print dates from between 1890 and 1900.

 
 

Membership Dues 
Annual membership fees are due 
in January of each year.  If you 
have not yet renewed for this 
year, please send your cheque, 
for $35, payable to EDUCT, and 

Treasurer, Ms. Toni McGregor, at: 
464 Scarlett Crescent, Burlington, 
Ontario, L7L 5P1.   Your 
promptness in this regard greatly 
lightens the load on our volunteer 
Board and is thus much 
appreciated.  Thank you, in 
advance, for your payment.  

 

Board of Directors 
We invite your comments and 
suggestions at any time. Please feel 
free to contact any member of the 
Board of Directors with your comments 
and suggestions:  
 

Margaret Reid 
President,  
(MPhil 1995), 416.697.2807  
mmreid66@yahoo.ca 
 
Liz McBeth 
Vice President and Communications,  
(MA Hons 1994), 416.697.9287 
liz@mcbeth-media.com 
 
 

Toni McGregor 
Treasurer,  
(BA 1978), 905.637.9015  
mailto:tonimcg@cogeco.ca 
 
Joshua Gillespie 
 Immediate Past President,  
(MA Hons 1994, MBA 1998), 
416.835.7447  
Josh.Gillespie@algonquinpower.com  
 

Simon Miles  
Past President 
(MA Hons 1962), 416.466.8793  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca  
 

Paul Bradley 
Past President 
(BSc Hons 1982), 416.464.9771  
pbradley@frasermackenzie.com  
 

 
Our thanks go out to: 
Fiona Tompkinson for graphic design 
and layout. 

mailto:tonimcg@cogeco.ca
mailto:Josh.Gillespie@algonquinpower.com
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