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As your new 

President, I wish 

to thank Josh 

Gillespie, my 

predecessor, 

for his hard 

work in 

managing the 

Board, co-

ordinating events, and 

spearheading EDUCT‟s new Career 

Connections initiative.  Secondly, I 

congratulate Liz McBeth on being 

elected Vice-President, while 

continuing to manage our formal 

communications.  Together, she and 

Josh propelled us further into the 21st 

century with our presence on 

LinkedIn.  Since our AGM was held 

just as we were going to press, other 

AGM news will appear in our next 

newsletter. 

 

Upcoming events on July 19th 

include a choice of lunch and or 

golf.  World Cup fans should contact 

Paul Bradley (see page 8) and chess 

players should take up the invitation 

from Don Warne, on page 10, who is 

very keen on meeting (and 

beating?) you.  Other events, as you 

see from the list on this page, are 

taking shape.  The September 

newsletter should have a more 

complete listing.  As ever, we are 

keen to have your input on future 

plans and with this in mind I shall try 

to call each of you to introduce 

myself personally and to seek your 

input.  

 

If you have yet to renew your 

membership, may I urge you to do 

so now (see page 16 for details).  I 

wish you all a wonderful summer. 

Margaret Reid 

 

 

Upcoming Club and Alumni Events 
 

EDUCT Lunch and Golf Game  
When Sunday, 18 July, 2010.  Lunch at 12:30 pm, first tee-time at 2:28 pm 

Where Saw-Whet Golf Course, 1401 Bronte Road, Oakville, Ontario L6M 4G3.  

Phone: 905-827-7750  www.sawwhetgolf.ca 

Details Join us for lunch only, or stay and play up to 18 holes.  Cost for walking is $40.89/person; 
and carts are an additional $13/person.  To reserve a place, please RSVP as soon as 
possible.  Directions from Toronto: take the QEW west to Bronte Rd/Hwy 25, proceed north 
on Bronte Rd/Hwy 25 about 1 km., then turn right, into the golf club. 

RSVP Toni McGregor,  tonimcg@cogeco.ca  905-637-9015 
 

Reception for Young Dawkins, Vice-Principal for Development, 
University of Edinburgh 

When Thursday, 23 September, 2010, likely starting at 5:30 pm.   

Where 46th Floor, KPMG’s Building at 333 Bay St. (at Adelaide). 

Details Planning has just started. Details will be e-mailed soon. Please save the date. 

RSVP Margaret Reid,  mmreid66@yahoo.ca  416-697-2807 
 

 The 2011 Burns Nightcap 
When Thursday, 20 January, 2011, 6:30 pm to 10:00 pm (five days before Burns). 

Where The Duke of Kent, on Yonge Street, east side, at Roehampton Avenue, just north of Eglinton 
Avenue East.  Parking underground across Yonge, or surface lot on Roehampton. 

Details All are part of the entertainment.  Ian Duncan promises another star performance.  

Info Liz McBeth,  liz@mcbeth-media.com 416-697-9287 or 
Toni McGregor,  tonimcg@cogeco.ca 905-637-9015 

 

EDUCT Curling Funspeil 
When One Saturday in February, 2011, 3:30 pm for 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm ice time. 

Where Leaside Arena, on Millwood at Laird. 

Details We can finalize the booking only in late August.  Limited numbers, so book early; cost likely 
to be about $20 each.  Watch for details re. clothing and footwear.  Allow time for drinks 
afterwards. 

RSVP Josh Gillespie,  josh.gillespie@algonquinpower.com 416-835-7447 
Or:  Emily Bain,  emilyabain@hotmail.com   416-435-4607 

 

EDUCT Annual Dinner 
When One Friday, other than Easter, in April, 2011, 6:30 pm. 

Where The Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto. 

Details We are in the early stages of planning for the after-dinner speaker. 

Info Simon Miles,  simon-miles@sympatico.ca 416-466-8793 or 
Toni McGregor,  tonimcg@cogeco.ca 905-637-9015 

 

Annual General Meeting and Doors Open Toronto Tour 
When Sunday, 29 May, 2011, 1:30 pm 

Where The Offices of Fraser Mackenzie, 48 Yonge Street. 

Details Meeting to be followed or preceded by a tour of a building of interest. 

Info Paul Bradley,  pbradley@frasermackenzie.com 416-464-9771 

 

Membership fees for 2010 were due in January. 

If you have not yet renewed, please see page 16 for details. 
 

Message from the President 

 

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni  

in Toronto? Please pass this newsletter on to 

anyone who might be interested. 
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Burns Night at the Brewery 

by All Performers 

For EDUCT‟s sixth 

Burns Nightcap we 

took the risk of a 

change of location.  

The food and 

atmosphere were 

wonderful, but the 

noise from others in 

the Granite Brewery 

was dreadful.  

However, thanks to 

Margaret Reid‟s 

superb organization, 

we all had a 

splendid time.  

Indeed, some of the 

noisy folk may have 

seen us as setting 

them the challenge 

when Graham Ferguson piped in the haggis with his usual splendid 

performance that had the whole restaurant paying attention.  Since he 

had followed the dulcet tone of Kate Snedecker, who delivered the 

Selkirk Grace to get the dinner under way, we doubtless surprised them. 

 

Anna Voineskos carried off the part of Poosie Nancy with aplomb in 

taking the haggis to its final resting place before it was subjected to 

Joyce Mounsteven‟s dramatic address.  This erudite reference to 

Poosie Nancy is to give you the sense, early on, that you are really 

reading about a literary event!  As Joyce has revealed, Poosie Nancy 

was the owner of the pub that Burns 

frequented.  

 

Joyce addressed the haggis in no 

uncertain terms.  It seems this 

passion for taking on this role had 

been building up over many years.  

As Joyce later confessed, “when I 

was invited to give the address to 

the haggis, I was both surprised and 

delighted.  Growing up in a small 

Scottish hamlet with a long tradition 

of Burns' celebrations, it would have 

been unheard of to have a woman 

give the address to the haggis.  

Burns' suppers prior to my generation 

had been a male-only domain and 

the inclusion of women in the early 

days was a convenient way to make 

sure that the supper was delicious 

The three best-dressed performers: Harry Ferguson, 

Graham Ferguson, and Ian McGregor. 

Joyce Mounsteven stabs her 

haggis 
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and cleaning up taken care of.  

The only roles for the women, in 

my experience of Burns' suppers, 

were those of replying to the 

toast to the lassies and of 

carrying in the haggis”. 

 

The Immortal Memory was next.  

This year Harry Ferguson took on 

the task of honouring the bard.  

Recognizing that there are only 

so many things that can be 

recalled of Burns, Harry made his 

story an account of his personal 

association with Burns‟ part of 

Scotland and the influence that 

this and the writings of Burns has 

had on his life.  It worked very 

well.  Not only that, but Harry had 

promised to keep it to ten 

minutes and he did.  As he put it 

so pithily, “as Henry the Eighth 

said to his wives, I won‟t keep 

you long”. 

 

With Joyce‟s earlier, subtle dig at 

the men-folk, one might think 

that the gentle men among us 

could be left in peace.  Not so.  

As we moved to the Toast to the 

Lassies, there was more in store.  

As Toni McGegor writes, on the 

Toast delivered so eloquently by 

her husband, Ian, and her reply, 

“the general theme was that, 

while the laddies may feel much 

maligned today, they've earned 

it through their hopeless devotion 

to control of the TV remote, their 

aversion to changing a toilet roll 

and their preoccupation with 

pretty young lassies (Tiger was 

mentioned in both toasts!).  But, 

having said all that, both Ian & I 

concluded that we love our lads 

& lassies and we wouldn't have 

them any other way.  It wasn't a 

collaborative effort, since I 

hadn't a clue what Ian was 

going to say”.  As at press-time, 

however, Toni reports that the 

McGregors are still happily 

married, albeit still fighting over 

that remote. 

 

Ian Duncan, one of the reasons 

why we all come to this dinner, 

did not disappoint!  He delivered 

a splendid rendering of Tam 

O’Shanter.  We were lucky to 

have him with us.  He had five 

Burns dinners to perform at this 

year.  He has kindly agreed to 

give us the background to the 

poem.  This appears in the next 

article. 

 

We then changed tune and had three songs from Graham Ferguson 

on his guitar.  As with his bagpipes, so it is with his own pipes: he knows 

how to get a magnificent effect!  The songs were: Ye Jacobites by 

name, which relates to the Jacobite rebellion, but is a war protest song; 

Auld Lang Syne, which he sang to a tune by the Tannahill Weavers; 

and, Killiecrankie, which describes the horror of the battle of 

Killiecrankie against the usual enemy!  As Graham puts it: “I chose 

these songs because I used to play them at the University Union on 

Teviot Row and at King‟s Buildings. Once learned never forgotten! 

Throughout university I played in a folk group with my namesake, Bob 

Ferguson, and we called ourselves Coulomb's Wedge”.  Graham 

reassures us that there are plenty more Burns‟ songs available for future 

years! 

 

Kim Bradley then charmed us all with her beautiful voice in reciting 

three poems. Why these three?  In her 

words: “Growing up in Nova Scotia 

and Newfoundland, I have heard 

Robbie Burns sung and recited in every 

imaginable accent.  The three short 

love poems that I chose showed Burns 

at his silver-tongued best.  What 

woman could resist the comfort 

offered in O, Wert Thou in the Cauld 

Blast, or the undying love of Red Red 

Rose?  The third poem, John Anderson 

my Jo, John, uses a woman's voice 

and is my favourite -- my mother still 

gets teary eyed at „sleeping thegither 

at the foot‟”!   

 

Next up was Rosalind Peters with a 

charming rendering of To A Mouse.  Of this poem, Rosalind observed: “ 

I love Burns' depiction of the tiny animal, frightened and left homeless 

by the machinery and machinations of mankind.  His tenderness 

towards this little creature is endearing, and shows an empathic and 

warm heart, or so I like to think.  Burns himself was often not in a good 

Toni McGregor replies to her Lad’s 

toast 

Kim Bradley 
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position to provide shelter and 

care for those he loved, and for 

those for whom he was 

responsible. It is not surprising that 

he could identify with the 

mouse”. 
 

Grant Buchan-Terrell, did what all 

good lawyers do, and helped us 

to find happiness!  Of the making 

of his choice, he observes: 

“having succumbed to 

Margaret‟s powers of persuasion, 

I promptly put the selection and 

practice on the back burner until 

the deadline loomed.  I then 

attempted to find an MP3 

recording of a skilled orator 

doing a Burns piece, which 

recording could be played to 

fervent accolades on the subject 

night.  However, the only MP3 

recordings I could locate, 

leaving it as late in the day as I 

did, were readings by one Mr. 

Tadhg McKenna, without doubt 

a fine speaker in the traditional 

mode.  Regrettably, not only 

could I not pronounce his first 

name, but I couldn't decipher 

which poem he was reading!  So, 

I searched my trusty Robert Burns 

website for a short and mostly 

pronounceable piece not 

recited recently at our soirees.  

My choice, A Bottle and Friend, 

met this expedient criterion 

rather well and, after reading it 

over and over several times, I 

came to appreciate the universal message of the last stanza.  As I 

understand it -- you can't control when happiness will visit you, so enjoy 

any happiness when it comes.  As it so often happens with Burns‟ works, 

the title or immediate implication is not really the full or proper 

message”. 

 

Fionna Ferguson wound up the evening for us.  She had composed the 

meanest of quizzes a teacher has ever put together.  What was going 

through her mind?  “I was looking for general knowledge type 

questions about Scotland, as there are only so many questions about 

Rabbie Burns.  I did not want to make it too easy because I know how 

smart Edinburgh grads are!”  Well, given that your Editor managed to 

pick the team that got the booby prize that needs some editing!  

Congratulations to Harry Ferguson‟s team for showing us up. 

 

As Editor, it is my prerogative to embellish the modest commentary of 

all performers with reference to the excellence of some of our born-

again actors.  Toni, for example, as our photo bears out, quite clearly 

either had been at the Old Vic or was intent on directing traffic in a 

blackout.  And Joyce was a dab hand at wielding that knife.  EDUCT 

thanks all performers for stepping up, and especially Margaret for her 

organization of a fine evening.  

 

Burns’ Tam O’Shanter Explained 

by Ian Duncan  

“Tam O‟Shanter” is one of the world‟s great narrative poems.  It could 

be called a cautionary tale to end all cautionary tales!  The poem tells 

the story of Thomas who has a farm called Shanter south of the town of 

Ayr on the west coast of Scotland.  So “Tam o‟Shanter” actually means 

Thomas of Shanter Farm. 

 

On market days, Tam has the habit of riding north into Ayr on his grey 

mare Meg (or Maggie).  One suspects that these visits are more to do 

with socializing with his friends than with carrying out any farm business.  

Certainly, his wife Kate is mad-as-hell when he disappears into Ayr on 

these trips and she has warned him frequently that no good will come 

of his drunken debauchery.  She has prophesied that he will end up 

drowned in the river Doon, which he has to cross on his ride home, or 

be caught by warlocks who are said to haunt the ruined church at 

Alloway, which he has to pass.  

 

On one particular market night he is ensconced in his favourite inn, 

carousing and telling jokes and stories.  He is with his oldest friend, John, 

who is a shoe-maker or “souter” and so is called “Souter Johnie”.  They 

are drinking “tippenny swats”, or new ale, costing two-pence and, of

Rosalind Peters gives us a tale of 

a mouse. 
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course, “usquebae”, the water 

of life, Scotch whisky.  The poem 

describes in detail what a 

marvellous time they are 

having, drinking and joking, with 

Johnie telling risqué stories and 

Tam flirting with the landlady of 

the inn.  And then suddenly Tam 

realizes that it‟s midnight and 

that he has to mount his horse 

and set off on a dark and 

stormy night, past a haunted, 

ruined church to a less-than-

welcoming wife.  His mood 

suddenly changes: 

 

But pleasures are like poppies spread: 

You seize the flow’r, its bloom is shed; 

Or like the snow falls in the river, 

A moment white – then melts for ever; 

Or like the borealis race, 

That flit ere you can point their place; 

Or like the rainbow’s lovely form 

Evanishing amid the storm. 

 

So Tam sets out on his journey home, but the drink gives him a little 

courage.  He tries to ignore the thunderstorm that he is riding 

through by reciting some old Scots poems.  The wind is so strong 

that he has to hold on to his good blue bonnet – after which, of 

course, the modern “tam o‟shanter” or “tammie” is named.  As the 

journey proceeds, the storm gets more violent and Tam‟s 

imagination gets more vivid.  He remembers all the stories 

associated with locations along the ride home – where someone 

drowned, where a murdered baby was found, where someone 

else committed suicide, and so on. 

 

And then the old ruined church of Alloway comes into sight and 

much to Tam‟s surprise it is lit up and music and laughter can be 

heard.  This is too much for Maggie, who stops in her tracks.  But 

Tam is curious and the usquebae gives him courage so he urges 

Maggie forward, peers into the ruined church, and sees an 

amazing sight.  Warlocks and witches are having a party.  Music for 

the dancing is being supplied by the Devil (variously referred to by 

Burns as the De‟il, Satan, and Old Nick) playing the bag-pipes!  Tam 

gets completely caught up in the atmosphere of the party.  He first 

takes in the fearful surroundings.  The ruined church is lit by a ring of 

open coffins, each one with a corpse holding a candle.  In the 

flickering candle-light he can see a collection of bloody items lying 

on the altar, all with some connection to death and destruction.  

Tam then turns his attention to the witches and warlocks who are 

dancing jigs, strathspeys and reels.  They are all old and ugly 

except one witch who is much younger than the rest.  She really 

takes Tam‟s fancy.  As he watches, completely enthralled, the piper 

plays louder and louder, the 

dancing grows quicker and quicker, 

and Nannie, the young witch, gets 

hotter and hotter.  She then casts 

off her outer clothes until she is 

dancing in only her slip, which is 

short and very revealing (a “cutty 

sark” in Scots).  At this, Tam can 

contain himself no longer and he 

shouts out “Well done Cutty Sark”.  

With that, the lights go out and 

there is a terrible uproar as the 

witches come pouring out of the 

ruins.  Tam kicks Maggie into a 

gallop with the witches in close 

pursuit!  His one aim is to get across 

the bridge over the river Doon, 

because witches cannot cross 

running water.  With a huge effort 

from Maggie, he manages to reach 

the bridge.  However, Nannie, who 

is far in front of the rest of the 

witches, makes one last lunge at 

Tam and catches hold of Maggie‟s 

tail, ripping it off before she reaches 

the safety of the key-stone, or mid-

point, of the bridge.   

 

Burns finishes with a warning to all 

men who are inclined to drink too 

much or spend too much time 

thinking about scantily-clad 

women: 

 

Think! Ye may buy the joys o’er 

dear: 

Remember Tam o’Shanter’s mare.   

 

  

Simon Miles buttering up Ian 

Duncan to perform again next 

year. 
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Meanwhile, in New Brunswick 

Joyce Ferguson, EDUCT‟s 

Ambassador to the Far East, 

pictured here,  reports that a 

wonderful time was had by all 

at another Burns celebration, in 

Sackville, New Brunswick.  She 

had the pleasure of toasting 

the Immortal Memory of the 

great one. 

 

 

White Collar Crime 

Jim Hunter (MA, English, 1973) was the presenter at an EDUCT 

speaker‟s session held at the Arts & Letters Club in Toronto on 

Sunday 21 March 2010.  His topic was: “White Collar Criminals – Why 

Do They Do It and What Happens to Them?”  Jim is a forensic 

accountant - he is the President of KPMG Forensic in Canada - so 

he was talking about matters with which he deals on a day-to-day 

basis. 

 

Jim explained that the term “white collar criminal” was coined 

in1939 by Edwin Sutherland, an American criminologist who was 

upset by what he saw in the Great Depression when poor people 

went to jail for petty theft, while some of the captains of industry 

seemed to be able to engage in large-scale fraudulent activities 

with impunity. 

 

Jim has an extensive 

collection of amusing 

images, which he used 

to illustrate the theory 

behind the “fraud 

triangle” – character, 

opportunity and need.  

It is the combination of 

aspects of these three 

factors which allows 

fraud to occur.  Jim 

also reviewed the 

popular conception 

that white collar 

criminals have an easier time in Canadian jails than they might 

have if they were to be incarcerated in other countries. 

 

Following this review of basic fraud theory, Jim provided us with a 

case study, for which he described a large-scale fraud in which he 

had led the investigation.  In this example, the perpetrator stole $8 

million from his employer, a well-known Canadian not-for-profit 

organization, and was jailed for three years.  The clear message 

coming from Jim‟s presentation was 

that crime, at least of the white 

collar variety, does not pay. 
 

The meeting concluded with a lively 

question and answer period.  

Indeed, judging by the continuing 

barrage of questions, one has to 

wonder about the make up of the 

EDUCT membership. 

"Too Damn Many Scots!" 

by Willadean Leo 

Robert L. Fraser, Executive Officer of 

the Dictionary of Canadian 

Biography, resplendent in full 

Highland regalia, was our guest 

speaker at EDUCT‟s annual dinner at 

the Arts and Letters Club on 23 April.  

A proud -- some would say fanatical -

- Scot, Robert represents the fifth 

generation of Frasers of Lovat to live 

in Hamilton, and, a loyal Jacobite, 

continues to resent the interloping 

Hanoverians, and to regret the lost 

cause of Bonnie Prince Charlie. 

 

Robert's topic was "Famous and 

Infamous Scots in Canada: Their 

Impact for Better or Worse," and he 

chose his examples from the 15 

published volumes of the Dictionary 

of Canadian Biography that describe 

persons who died or flourished 

between the years 1000 and 1930 

(www.biographi.ca).  He began by 

noting the prevalence of Scots in the 

DCB, a fact regarded with dismay by 

some and disapproval by others, 

such as former Deputy Minister of 

Culture David Silcox, who once 

declared: "The only thing wrong with 

the DCB is too damn many Scots!" 

Robert, who over the past 34 years 

has had the major responsibility for 

assigning biographies, unrepentantly 

stated that his primary interests are 

"Highlanders, hockey players, and 

Joyce Ferguson 

Jim Hunter: in his grey collar 
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Hamiltonians."  Claiming affinity with George MacDonald Fraser, 

whose parochial inclinations began with his own family and moved 

outwards to Frasers, Highlanders, and Scots, he outlined the role of 

"Scottishness" within his own family and his home town, and asserted 

that Scottish Presbyterians "have had an impressive impact upon 

Canadian history and figure prominently in the literary preoccupations 

of novelists such as Hugh MacLennan and Margaret Laurence."  

 

Fundamental to any discussion of Scots in Canada (and other places) 

is the mythology that lavishes praise on "the Protestant qualities of hard 

work, thrift, sobriety, and dependability," or extols the heroic 

Scot/Highlander who is akin to that other major creation of 

Romanticism, the noble savage.  On the opposite side of the 

hagiographical divide is the view that holds Scots to be "quite the 

dullest race of white men in the world," or, more graphically, "selfish, 

small-minded, unimaginative, [and] disagreeable." 

 

Thanks to the online search capabilities of the DCB, Robert was able to 

unearth a number of interesting if inconclusive statistics with reference 

to Scots in Canadian history as described in the Dictionary.  He was 

pleased to note that "Highlands" and "Highlanders" occur much more 

frequently than "Lowlands" and "Lowlanders," announced that the 

Duke of Cumberland's 37 mentions in comparison to Bonnie Prince 

Charlie's 15 is "a problem," and deplored the fact that MacDonalds 

are named twice as often as Frasers. The appearance of Scots in the 

DCB, volume by volume, is approximately proportionate to the 

influence of historical events that aroused Scottish interest in North 

American settlement -- thus, for example, Scots described in Volume 

III, covering the years 1741 to 1770, were affected by the failure of the 

Jacobite rising in 1745-46 and the British need for soldiers in the Seven 

Years War 

(1756-63).  

 

Robert used 

a number of 

personal 

favourites to 

illustrate the 

wide variety 

of men (and 

occasionally 

women) 

who chose 

to come to 

the New 

World, and 

their wider variety of effects on 

Canada.  James Johnstone, who 

became the "Chevalier de 

Johnstone," escaped to the 

Continent after Culloden and made 

his way to Louisbourg, Quebec, and 

back to France, where he wrote his 

memoirs.  Alexander Grant of 

Glenmoriston was a founder of 

Windsor/Amherstburg.  Isabel Gunn 

of Orkney, who worked in the fur 

trade at Fort Albany, was known to 

everyone as John Fubbister until she 

astounded all around her by giving 

birth to a child.  Explorers Alexander 

Mackenzie, David Thompson, and 

Simon Fraser helped open up the 

country and the continent.  Robert 

Nichol was singled out as an example 

of the Presbyterian Scots who moved 

to the front ranks of business, politics, 

education, science, and the 

professions, all fields in which Scots or 

Scottish-Canadians were present in 

disproportionate numbers.  

 

Such individuals had a large share in 

working out the mid-19th-century 

compromise that led to 

Confederation within a generation of 

the rebellions in the Canadas in the 

late 1830s, and also had a large 

share in creating "a rich vein of piety, 

Presbyterianism, drive, commerce, 

and liberal-conservative politics still to 

be mined," an endeavour that can 

be assisted by consulting the DCB, 

and awaits the attention of future 

historians.  

Editor’s note: EDUCT extends its 

thanks both to Robert for 

entertaining and informing us at the 

dinner, and to Willadean, his 

colleague at the DCB, for capturing 

the essential Fraser for posterity. 

  Josh Gillespie, Robert Fraser and Lorraine DeGroote 
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Professor William Gillies Talks on Gaelic Literature 

by Donald Gillies 

On March 16, EDUCT members were the guests of the Celtic Studies 

Programme of St. Michael‟s College, in the University of Toronto, to 

attend one of the events in their Celtic Speakers Series.  For EDUCT it 

was a special 

occasion – an 

opportunity to 

hear Professor 

William Gillies, 

recently retired 

as head of the 

Scottish and 

Celtic Studies 

Department in 

our university for 

30 years.  He is 

an Edinburgh 

and Oxford 

graduate with 

an honorary doctorate from the University of Ulster.  He is spending the 

2009-10 year as a Visiting Professor in Celtic Languages and Literatures 

at Harvard University.  He will also be visiting the two Celtic Studies 

programmes in Nova Scotia, at St. Francis Xavier University and the 

University of Cape Breton.  He has received many academic honours 

and has published prodigiously. 

 

I have had the pleasure of hearing Professor Gillies speak on several 

occasions.  Most notably, we have both been speakers at the biennial 

Rannsachadh na Gàidhlig (Researching Gaelic) conferences in 

Scotland and Canada.  His lecture this time was entitled Reflections on 

Gaelic Literature in Ireland and Scotland. This newsletter is not a site for 

reviewing such a talk.  Suffice it to report that it centred on 

connections, relations, and shared attitudes, in medieval times, to 

what was closer then than now to being a shared language, recalling 

that Scottish Gaelic originated in Irish Gaelic.  He told us about the 

tension between the Gaelic syncretists and separatists that still exists 

today as it did in the middle ages.  A theme in both countries was the 

strength of the bardic tradition, much of it arising in the 18th century, 

that could be seen as evidence of an international Gaelic realm that 

found its way into the lives of the Irish and Scottish storytellers of the 

20th century.  Although today Celtic music is the dominant modality, 

there is a bedrock of shared literary culture if one looks for it.  It was 

spread by fishers, migrant workers, horse-traders, ships‟ crews, and, 

more recently, by emigrants from Scotland and Ireland.  He 

concluded that his research shows a whole range of cultural 

circumstances that point to a primary 

culture of homogeneity.  His 

message: “If you‟re prepared to look 

for it, you can find these 

relationships.” 

 

To end on a lighter note; there were 

other relationships that came to the 

fore in the evening.  As is seen from 

the photograph, Gavin Clark was 

one of the EDUCT members in 

attendance.  As Gavin put it in his 

own words: “It was a pleasure to be 

there.  Not that I understand a word 

of Gaelic, but, oddly enough, I was 

taught agricultural bacteriology by 

Jean Robb, the aunt of Professor 

Gillies' wife.  Jean had phoned me to 

let me know of William's arrival, and it 

seemed easier to lay hold of him at a 

lecture than when he would be loose 

on the town.” 

Calling All Football Fans   

The FIFA World Cup starts on Friday 

June 11, 2010 and runs for four weeks, 

culminating in the finals on July 11, 

2010.  The competition promises 

soccer fans sixty-four matches 

between some of the world‟s best 

teams.  EDUCT member Paul Bradley 

plans on watching many of these 

games and he extends an invitation 

to other EDUCT members who would 

like to join him in front of a large-

screen television at a mutually 

convenient pub.  Paul can be 

reached by mobile phone on 416-

464-9771 or at his personal email: 

pauljfrbradley@gmail.com  

  

Donald Gillies, William Gillies and Gavin Clark 

mailto:pauljfrbradley@gmail.com
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Perfect Pitch: Edinburgh Hosts Prospective Students in Toronto  

by Simon Miles 

On 23 March, EDUCT members and other local Edinburgh alumni 

were invited to be part of an event, hosted by the University‟s 

International Office and the Development and Alumni department, 

which was aimed at encouraging international students to consider 

continuing their studies at Edinburgh.  It was a most impressive 

evening. 

 

Jim Hunter had kindly arranged for the University to hold the event 

at the University Club.  The setting worked very well.  There was a 

surprisingly large crowd of prospective students, along with some 

who had already been accepted. 

 

Katrina Edmunds (photo below), of the International Office, 

provided an excellent presentation.  As someone who had grown 

up in the city, she was able to convey her passion for both the 

charms of the city and richness of the university‟s offerings for 

foreign students.  She connected most effectively in a very well 

orchestrated interactive presentation.  Personally, I found it to be 

extremely informative about the university today.   

 

Josh Gillespie, EDUCT‟s 

President, made some 

excellent observations 

on what he saw to be of 

particular value for him 

when, as a young 

Canadian, he had 

ventured to go off to 

Edinburgh.    

 

At the reception 

afterwards, alumni were 

able to entertain 

prospective students 

with tales of life in 

Edinburgh and to draw 

upon the richness of their 

life experiences to convey something of the range of opportunities 

that could be pursued after studying at Edinburgh. 

 

The Toronto event was one of a series that Katrina and her 

colleague Rachelle Norry, of the Development and Alumni 

department, had also mounted in New York City, Boston, 

Washington DC, and Palo Alto in California.  Bill Howard, one of 

EDUCT‟s Friends, happened to be at the Palo Alto session.  He 

shares my conviction that these two young Edinburgh promoters 

really knew how to do their job.  They are a credit to the University.  

If you get a chance to go to another session in future years, I 

certainly recommend it. 

EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund: 

Progress Report 

by Simon Miles 

In April all donors to the Fund to 

date should have received the first 

annual report from the University on 

the state of the Fund as of 31 July 

2009.  If you did not get this report 

please let me know.  The report 

noted that, as of July 2009, the Fund 

had received £14,689.  I am 

pleased to report that, as of late 

May 2010, the University tells me 

that the Fund has received £18,078.  

For the sake of keeping our 

reporting in dollars, which has been 

our procedure to date, let us call 

that $36,000, using an exchange 

rate of $2 to £1. In addition, our 

commitments have recently 

increased by another $2,000 to 

$12,000.  If our commitments turn 

into real donations, then we are 

close to our goal of $50,000, or 

£25,000.  However, as one who 

never wishes to believe it until I can 

eat it, I think it wise to continue to 

seek further contributions.  And 

more than the minimum will 

obviously be more than welcome 

at the University.  
 

Understandably, it will take some 

time for some of the commitments 

to be dispatched to Edinburgh.  So, 

in the interim, locating more donors 

remains a priority.  Hence my usual 

appeal.  If you come across any 

Edinburgh graduates who are not 

members of EDUCT, firstly, do ask if 

they would like to join, especially if 

they are in the Toronto area and, 

secondly, ask if they would consider 

a donation to the EDUCT 

Geography Centenary Fund.  All 

donations generate charitable 

receipts for income tax purposes.  
 

In January 2011, we will provide a 

list of donors since our previous 

listing last January.  We wish to 

extend our thanks to them for their 

generosity.  

Katrina Edmunds: pitch perfect 
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Chess Anyone? 

Donald Warne is very interested in meeting some chess players.  If 

you are interested in helping to organize a small gathering at a 

mutually convenient place, assuming numbers suggest that is an 

option, then please phone Donald at 905-668-5372 to explore this 

idea further. 

 

Letter from Ottawa 

by Kirsty Duncan, M.P. 

Let me begin by thanking Simon 

Miles, our enthusiastic Editor, who 

kindly asked me to share news 

from my first year in Parliament, 

and by saying how much I miss 

everyone at EDUCT.   

 

It has been the most exciting time 

of my life, and an absolute 

whirlwind -- with only a week off 

since taking office in October 

2008.  I left a job I absolutely 

loved -- teaching health studies 

at the University of Toronto -- to 

serve the riding of Etobicoke 

North, the community where I 

was born and raised.  This is one 

of the most diverse ridings in the 

country; and we rank 5th of the 

308 Canadian ridings in terms of the percentage (74%) of people 

who are first generation Canadian.  I truly love the people I serve.  

Born into Assyrian, Italian, Somali, and many other vibrant cultures, 

they have taught me much about their cultures, languages, and 

religions.  It is an honour to share Caribanna, Dhiwali (the festival of 

lights), and Eid (the festival of sacrifice), and to rejoice in our 

churches, gurdwaras, mosques, and our beautiful Mandir, a gift to 

our community, and to Canada.  I have attended over 750 events 

in the riding and across Canada since taking office. 

 

On arrival in Ottawa, I was honoured to be asked to serve as Public 

Health Critic for the Liberal Party.  This past year, I was kept very 

busy with respect to the H1N1 influenza, as pandemic flu 

preparedness, response, and business continuity were my major 

research areas for the past 16 years.  Indeed, in 1998, I led an 

international expedition in Spitsbergen, Norway, to search for the 

cause of the 1918 Spanish influenza in the frozen permafrost.  My 

first book, 'Hunting the 1918 Flu; One Scientist's Search for a Killer 

Virus', details my ten-year search for the virus.  My parliamentary 

colleagues and I were able to provide constructive oversight and 

raise concerns regarding gaps in H1N1 preparedness and response 

in order to save Canadian lives.  For example, we insisted on 

bringing frontline witnesses weekly from aboriginal, clinical 

research, public health, and public safety communities to brief our 

Health Committee.  Our intervention 

resulted in Dr. Paul Gully's being 

appointed as a Special Advisor for 

Aboriginal Communities H1N1 

response.  We also demanded an 

'Emergency Debate' in Parliament 

to address our concerns about 

inadequate federal leadership on 

H1N1 – a debate in which I spoke 

throughout the evening. 

 

This past November I was thrilled to 

be honoured with the Knowledge 

Millennium Award by the Indian 

Chamber of Commerce.  The 

award is presented annually to a 

Nobel Laureate who has made a 

significant mark on the theme of the 

Global Knowledge Millennium 

summit.  This past year's theme was 

emerging health threats, and I was 

recognized for my contribution to 

influenza research. 

 

In January, 2010, I was invited to 

speak in Saudi Arabia on a Nobel-

prize-winning panel, as well as a 

panel on the future of health care 

at the Global Competitiveness 

Forum.  It was an honour to speak 

where former Prime Ministers Tony 

Blair and Jean Chretien were also 

speaking.  

 

I came to Ottawa for action on 

child hunger, climate change, and 

neurological disease.  Dr. Carolyn 

Bennett and I travelled from coast 

to coast to coast, in order to 

develop policy for a 

comprehensive, national food 

policy.  In a few weeks, I will host a 

breakfast on the Hill looking at 

student nutrition.  I have already 

hosted two roundtables -- one with 

Michael Ignatieff -- on neurological 

disease.   One in three, or 10 million, 

Canadians will be affected by a 

neurological or psychiatric disease, 

disorder or injury at some point in 

their lives.  For example, Autism 

spectrum disorder and Parkinson's 

disease affect some 190,000, and 

Kirsty Duncan, MP 
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80,000 to 100,000 Canadians, respectively.  A common thread links 

amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, multiple sclerosis, Alzheimer's and 

Parkinson's diseases: namely, there are no cures, and no effective 

treatments that consistently slow or stop the course of these 

devastating neurodegenerative diseases.  The prevention and 

treatment of these disorders represents one of the critical goals of 

medical research today. 

  

I am pleased to report that, having put in a motion to our health 

committee on the need for a sub-committee on neurological 

disease, we gained all-party support for the initiative.  The sub-

committee will look at the five conditions mentioned above -- as 

we cannot cover every disease -- across the age spectrum.  We 

have already had two meetings on the exciting new research of Dr. 

Zamboni regarding chronic cerebrospinal venous insufficiency (or 

narrowed veins in the neck and chest), and the liberation 

procedure. 

 

Hope to see you all very soon, 

Kirsty 

 

Editor’s Note:  Kirsty Duncan was a member of the Canadian team 

of scientists that, along with other teams from other countries, 

contributed to the work of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change.  The IPCC was named as a co-recipient of the Nobel 

Peace Prize in 2007.  It shared the prize with Al Gore for their efforts 

to build up and disseminate greater knowledge about human-

made climate change and to lay the foundations for the measures 

that are needed to counteract such change.  Kirsty’s own 

contribution was on health impacts of climate change. 

UN Call for Disarmament 

by Douglas Jay 

On May 12th, along with about 30 other 

recipients of the Order of Canada, I was 

privileged to attend a luncheon 

meeting at Massey College, initiated by 

University of Toronto's Nobel Laureate, 

John Polanyi, CC.  In recent weeks, 

some 510 members of the Order across 

the country have endorsed the call for 

a Nuclear Weapons Convention.  

 

John Polanyi has been working tirelessly 

on this issue.  On this occasion he 

arranged for Ambassador Jayantha 

Dhanapala to give the main address.  

He is President of the Pugwash Conferences on Science and World 

Affairs and, as well, is the United Nations Undersecretary for 

Disarmament Affairs.  He spoke credibly and passionately, as did 

John Polanyi, about the urgency for significant action to be taken 

in the near future, in light of what they view as the increasing 

possibility of an unthinkable nuclear disaster.   The increasing 

possibility arises from the 

unpredictability of the leadership in 

a number of nations on the verge of 

acquiring nuclear means of mass 

destruction.  The Eighth Review 

Conference of the Non-Proliferation 

Treaty is currently meeting at the 

United Nations in New York.  It is 

urgent that it not fail, as the Seventh 

Conference did five years ago. 

 

Members of the Order of Canada 

are being asked to endorse the 

Convention as the best hope at this 

critical point in history.  It is widely 

contended that the only viable 

approach regarding nuclear 

weapons is their total and universal 

elimination under strict verification.  

It is further contended that this 

cannot be achieved in incremental 

stages, but only through the 

negotiation of a nuclear weapons 

convention. 

 

The support expressed by members 

of the Order of Canada has been 

commended by the UN Secretary-

General.  However, it is important 

that we seek to enlist a far broader 

basis of support, not least for the 

sake of our children and 

grandchildren.  I encourage 

members of EDUCT to lend their 

support, as many of you are in 

positions of influence and power.  I 

urge you to write to your MP and 

the Prime Minister now. 

Toronto School of Theology 

Celebrates Its 40th Anniversary 

The founding of the Toronto School 

of Theology 40 years ago was a 

landmark event in the collaboration 

of the churches in Canada.  One of 

the key players in the launch of the 

School was University of Edinburgh 

alumnus, Douglas Jay (Ph.D. 1952).  

At a recent celebration, held at U 

of T‟s Faculty Club to mark the 

occasion, Professor Alan Hayes, the 

present Director of TST, paid tribute 

to Dr. Jay‟s critical role.  It gives 

Dr. John Polanyi, CC 
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EDUCT pleasure to acknowledge Douglas Jay‟s contribution by 

citing Professor Hayes‟ tribute here.  

 

"Douglas Jay was the Founding Director of Canada's largest and 

most important theological centre, the Toronto School of Theology.  

His distinguished leadership in its first critical years was crucial to its 

success.  The pioneering experiment that was TST began to take 

shape in the months following the Second Vatican Council that ran 

from 1962 to 1965.  Finally, in 1969, seven theological schools, from 

the Roman Catholic, Anglican, Presbyterian and United churches, 

began collaborating in the education of church leaders and 

theological scholars.  There was no precedent for what was being 

attempted; namely, to create a theological school by bringing 

together colleges and faculties across so broad an ecumenical 

spectrum and, as well, across the whole range of degree 

programmes - from the first degree, involving preparation for 

ordination, to the doctoral level.  There was wide agreement that 

Douglas Jay was the person to direct this new entity.  You can 

imagine that to lead such a consortium required someone with 

wisdom, broad sympathies, tact, skills of management and 

diplomacy, imagination and discipline.  Douglas Jay was the very 

model of all those characteristics.  Without him, or someone exactly 

like him, I don't see how the consortium could have gained traction 

and flourished. 

 

A few years later he faced another challenge almost equally 

daunting: he was called to lead the TST consortium into a formal 

relationship with Canada's largest and most distinguished university, 

the University of Toronto, which had excluded theology from its 

degree-granting powers since its founding in 1849.  That was in the 

early years of post-Christendom, when many academics were 

suspicious of churches in general and theology in particular.  

Leading the negotiations from the TST side, Douglas Jay had the 

personal and professional credibility of all parties that made it 

possible to work through a mountain of obstacles.  By 1978 he had 

concluded the arrangement which (with a few modifications along 

the way) we still have.  With university representation in the School's 

governance of conjoint degree programmes, and the sharing of 

academic library and student services, the TST has become one of 

the world's foremost consortia at the heart of one of the world's 

most highly regarded research universities." 

 

Dr. John Evans was President of the University of Toronto at the time.  

As he left office, just before the signing of this historic agreement 

between TST, its member institutions and the University of Toronto, 

President Evans paid this tribute: 

"In its remarkable, inventive way, the University of Toronto is about 

to welcome an intellectual neighbourhood estranged from us since 

1849...what is happening now is that an ecumenical intellectual 

neighbourhood is having the formal barrier to an open, academic 

city removed.  I express the hope that the secular departments and 

colleges associated with the Faculty of Arts and Science may be 

imbued with a secular ecumenical 

spirit that will create a revivified 

intellectual neighbourhood in this 

great academic city. 

 

 

Charles Douglas Jay, OC 
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The Glenkinchie Prize Letter 

by Kim Krenz 

Back in 1996, I entered a competition set up by the University‟s 

magazine, Edit, for the best letter to the editor.  I won it with a 

poem about Edinburgh and the University.  The prize, donated by 

United Distillers, was a bottle of The Glenkinchie single malt whisky, 

which is styled as The Edinburgh Malt.  This splendid prize was duly 

delivered by hand to my home in Lakefield and the poem was 

published in the November 1996 issue.  Although I had lost back 

issues of Edit in moving, Simon Miles was able to retrieve this issue 

from his collection.  The Scotch has long disappeared, but I can 

offer you the poem. 

 

Memory and Memories 

  

It's nice to know, in my old age,  

that neurons now are "all the rage"; 

And that my frequent memory lapses  

are caused by failure of synapses 

To function in their natural state, 

requiring special glutamate. 

Still, “episodic memories” linger  

at which one now might point a finger; 

Drummond Street, the High School Yard, 

The haunt of that great Scottish bard, 

Rutherford‟s, where many a grad  

has – in his time – the pleasure had 

Of sipping Scotland‟s gift to man,  

that noble, limpid drink which can 

The lowest spirit raise in song  

and keep afloat the eve‟ning long; 

The Cowgate in the dark of night 

Where once a crone, an awesome sight, 

Came sideling up to me and said 

“young mon, Ah‟m awfu‟ guid in bed”; 

The screaming gull who from on high 

Dropped feces on my college tie; 

The City, seen from Calton Hill… 

or Arthur‟s Seat, comes to me still 

In all its grandeur, rain or shine,  

but glorious when the weather‟s fine;  

Those ancient golfers on the Links,  

And each with fewer years one thinks, 

Than I have now…and memories, too, 

In which “Auld Reekie” comes to view. 

 

To Edit, then, and Richard Morris, 

Rick Lathe (and others) here‟s the chorus: 

 

To Memories! Let‟s lift our glasses 

And drink before the moment passes.  

Famous Alumni 

 

Lord Palmerston 

by Simon Miles 

For a short time, Edinburgh alumni 

had been able to bask in the 

reflected glory of having a fellow 

alumnus as Prime Minister of the 

Government of the United 

Kingdom.  With Gordon Brown‟s 

election defeat we are back to our 

normal state.  However, there have 

been other Prime Ministers at 

Westminster who were also 

Edinburgh alumni.  One of the 

longer lasting ones, and certainly 

one of the most famous, is Lord 

Palmerston. 

 

Born in Westminster, in 1784, as 

Henry John Temple, second son of 

Viscount Palmerston, he attended 

Harrow before entering Edinburgh 

at the age of 16, in 1800.  While at 

the University, his father died and he 

succeeded to the peerage.  It is not 

clear whether he actually 

graduated from Edinburgh.  He left 

after three years and went on to 

Cambridge, where he did receive 

an MA.  After several attempts at 

being elected, he was finally 

successful, in 1807, at the tender 

age of 22.  He was an MP for most 

of his life after that.  Although a 

peer, he was able to sit in the 

Commons since his was an Irish 

peerage.  He had about 20 years as 

the Secretary at War in Tory 

governments before moving to the 

Whigs in 1830.  Shortly thereafter, he 

became Foreign Secretary.  This 

was at a time when Britain was at its 

height as a colonial power.  

Nicknamed Lord Pumicestone for 

his abrasive character, there are 

plenty of tales of his rather rough 

treatment of other states and 

individuals. 
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He became Prime Minister for the 

first time in 1855.  That lasted 

three years.  But while he was out 

of office for less than 18 months, 

he formed the Liberal Party and 

by 1859 he was again PM.  This 

time, he lasted until his death, just 

shy of his 81st birthday, in 1865.  

He has held several records.  He 

was the oldest person to have 

been elected as Prime Minister, 

at 71, and also the last to have 

died in office.  He may have 

been abrasive but when he died 

he was given a state funeral, 

something that was also very 

rare.    

 

Maybe Gordon could try again. 

 

Welcome to Our New Member 

Leanne Reis was born in Mumbai 

and moved to Canada at the 

age of 13.  She may be unique 

among our members.  She has 

already spent a year in Edinburgh 

and yet is still an undergraduate in 

Toronto.  When in her second year 

as a Commerce student at the 

University of Toronto, Leanne 

discovered that the University of 

Edinburgh has an arrangement 

with U of T, whereby Edinburgh 

accepts a limited number of U of T 

students who can complete a 

year of their studies at Edinburgh 

as part of their U of T degree.  This 

was news to your Editor and may 

be of considerable interest to other students at U of T, especially 

since one can do this year at U of T fee rates.  Leanne‟s courses at 

Edinburgh had to be pre-approved by the Registrar at U of T, but 

she found she had a good selection to choose from. 

 

She found the pace at Edinburgh very different from U of T, with 

fewer classroom hours and more hanging on the big exam at the 

end of the year.  An added benefit of this schedule was that she 

had time to travel around Scotland, England and, yes, have a 

great time in Stockholm ….. and a not-so-hot time in Paris. 

 

As a foreign student she was allowed to work up to 20 hours a week 

and again she specialized in variety, including being called to the 

bar at the rugby game and playing 

the guinea pig in psychology tests. 

On her return to Toronto, again 

playing for variety, she opted for 

what U of T calls a Professional 

Experience Year.  This is something 

she has to pass, though it does not 

carry a course credit.  She is 

spending her year at Hydro One, on 

strategic and business planning. 

 

Her year in Edinburgh was a delight.  

She thoroughly recommends it to 

other students.  She is eternally 

grateful to U of T for assisting her 

with a scholarship that greatly 

eased the financial burden of living 

away from home.  EDUCT 

welcomes Leanne and only hopes 

that she can stay still long enough 

for us to see her at our meetings.  At 

Christmas she is back to India 

again. 

 

The Really Sad News: Catherine 

Smith Dies  

by Simon Miles 

Catherine Margaret Lees Smith (née 

Harrison) had become a dear friend 

to many EDUCT members and it was 

with great sadness that we learned 

of her death last December.  The 

one good thing was that it 

happened suddenly.  She had 

been her usual lively self right to the 

very end.  Indeed, as we shared 

memories of her, it was her 

incredible enthusiasm for life that 

came across so strongly.  She was 

very up on everything current, as 

well as being able to tell amusing 

stories drawn from a life rich with 

experiences.  Her daughter Anne 

kindly provided me with the eulogy 

she had written on Catherine so 

that I could draw upon it for this 

tribute to her mother.   

 

(Continued on the next page) 

 

Lord Palmerston 
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Remembering Catherine Smith 

 

Catherine had a wonderful 

life, full of experiences from 

other worlds than today‟s.  

Her father was an engineer, 

forester and lecturer at 

Edinburgh.  However, when 

Catherine was born, in 1923, 

her parents were living in 

Mysore, India.  Her early 

childhood must have been 

magical, riding elephants 

with her brother Hamish.  

Then it was off to school in 

England and only infrequent 

reunions with her parents.  

Fortunately, the family 

reunited in Edinburgh and 

she went to the University of 

Edinburgh to earn an M.A. in 

history.   

 

When she graduated the war was on.  Seemingly, someone had 

spotted her talent and she was recruited for top-secret work with 

the Foreign Office at Bletchley, that place that most of us 

experience only through the movies.  This was where they were 

cracking the enemy‟s complex codes.  When the war ended, 

Catherine returned to Edinburgh and, for a short time, was 

teaching in local needy schools.  However, her parents 

encouraged both children to emigrate to Canada.  They did, and 

Catherine lost no time in getting into publishing.  Although, beyond 

that, nobody is quite sure what she actually did! 

 

Her first encounter with one Ken Smith, whom she would eventually 

marry, was at a rather fancy cocktail party.  It seems that Catherine 

had been spotted by Ken as she very calmly tossed a large, live 

mouse out of the back door.  This sort of move by young women is 

obviously one that greatly impresses young men since marriage 

followed very swiftly.  And indeed it was the sign of one who can 

keep a good house.  Two sons and a daughter are all very 

appreciative of her loving care and full of stories of how, given the 

power tools, she could build you anything.  And then there are the 

grandchildren.  One of them had the insight to observe of the 

eulogy being written about Catherine that, in order for it to properly 

reflect his grandmother, the eulogy should be just like her – 

gracious, modest, cheerful, kind, loving – and pleasantly short.  We 

shall miss her very much. 

 

Tell us your news 

EDUCT News is always looking for 

interesting Alumni stories and news.  

We are happy to hear about what‟s 

new with you!  Whether you have just 

returned from an interesting trip or 

have a memory you wish to share 

with your fellow EDUCT Members, we 

would love to hear from you. 

 

If you have a something you would 

like to share, please contact the 

EDUCT News Editor, Simon Miles at 

simon-miles@sympatico.ca. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Our Treasurer reports that EDUCT‟s 

accounts, as of 30 May 2010, show 

a balance of $15,002.00 (comprising 

a $10,000 GIC and $5,002.00 in cash 

in the bank). 

 

 

The Story Behind EDUCT 

“EDUCT” is intended to form the 

acronym for the Edinburgh 

University Club of Toronto. 

 

“Educt” is a word which means, in 

the language of chemists:  

 

“A body separated by 

decomposition from another.”  

 

In addition, there is “e-duct”, an 

electronic channel, which seems 

appropriate for all of our members 

receiving EDUCT News via e-mail. 
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Friends of EDUCT 

The following persons are recognized as Friends of EDUCT by virtue of the generosity 

they demonstrated when, as non-members, they donated to the University of 

Edinburgh through an EDUCT-initiated special fund.  

Membership Dues 

Annual membership fees are due 

in January of each year.  If you 

have not yet renewed for this 

year, please send your cheque, 

for $35, payable to EDUCT, and 

marked “membership”, to our 

Treasurer, Ms. Toni McGregor, at: 

464 Scarlett Crescent, Burlington, 

Ontario, L7L 5P1.   Your 

promptness in this regard greatly 

lightens the load on our volunteer 

Board and is thus much 

appreciated.  Thank you, in 

advance, for your payment.  

 

Board of Directors 
We invite your comments and 

suggestions at any time. Please feel 

free to contact any member of the 

Board of Directors with your comments 

and suggestions:  
 

Margaret Reid 

President,  

(MPhil 1995), 416.697.2807  

mmreid66@yahoo.ca 

 

Liz McBeth 

Vice President and Communications,  

(MA Hons 1994), 416.697.9287 

liz@mcbeth-media.com 
 

 

Toni McGregor 

Treasurer,  

(BA 1978), 905.637.9015  

mailto:tonimcg@cogeco.ca 

 

Joshua Gillespie 

 Immediate Past President,  

(MA Hons 1994, MBA 1998), 

416.835.7447  

Josh.Gillespie@algonquinpower.com  
 

Simon Miles  

Past President 

(MA Hons 1962), 416.466.8793  

simon-miles@sympatico.ca  
 

Paul Bradley 

Past President 

(BSc Hons 1982), 416.464.9771  

pbradley@frasermackenzie.com  
 

 

Our thanks go out to: 

Fiona Tompkinson for graphic design 

and layout. 
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