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As usual, 
EDUCT has 
had an active 
autumn 
season with 
enlightening 
lectures from Mark Hayworth-
Booth and Gavin Clark, and a 
wine tasting to tease our 
oenological senses.  
Please make note of our 
upcoming events, including: our 
annual Burns Nightcap, at a new 
location, and with lots of 
entertainment provided by many 
of our members; our Annual 
Dinner; and, a topical lecture from 
Jim Hunter on the naughtiness of 
white collar criminals and how 
they get caught. (Be wary of those 
found taking too many notes.)  
EDUCT has also been in close 
contact with the University on how 
best to move forward with a 
mentoring programme, which 
would involve the club assisting 
young graduates to find gainful 
employment in Toronto. As the 
programme develops, members 
will be kept informed as to how 
they can participate in this 
important endeavour.  
Lastly, please ensure that you have 
paid your membership dues. If you 
have not, please ensure you send 
your cheque to Toni McGregor 
(contact details on page 20 ). 
Many thanks and happy new 
year!! 
 

Upcoming Club and Alumni Events 
 

The 2010 Burns Nightcap  
When Thursday, 21 January, 2010, 6:30 pm to 10:00 pm (four days before Burns) 
Where The Granite Brewery, on Bayview Avenue, east side, just south of Eglinton Avenue East. 

Free parking. 
Details All are part of the entertainment.  Ian Duncan promises another star performance, and 

Harry Ferguson will deliver The Immortal Memory. 
RSVP Margaret Reid, mmreid@yahoo.ca  416-535-8501 x7802 or 416-697-2807 

 

White Collar Criminals: why they do it and what happens to them  
When Sunday, 21 March, 2010, 3:00 – 5:00 pm 
Where The Arts & Letters Club of Toronto, 14 Elm Street, Toronto 
Details James Hunter, Our Founding President, and President, KPMG Forensic, will be our 

speaker. 
RSVP Liz McBeth, liz@mcbeth-media.com 416-697-9287 

 

 EDUCT Annual Dinner 
When Friday, 23 April, 2010, 6:30 pm 
Where The Arts & Letters Club of Toronto, 14 Elm Street, Toronto 
Details Robert L. Fraser, Executive Officer, Dictionary of Canadian Biography, will be our after-

dinner speaker on Famous and Infamous Scots in Canada: their impact for better or worse. 
RSVP Toni McGregor, tonimcg@cogeco.ca  905-637-9015 

 

Annual General Meeting and Doors Open Toronto Tour 
When Sunday, 30 May, 2010, 1:30 pm 
Where The Offices of Fraser Mackenzie, 48 Yonge Street 
Details Meeting to be followed or preceded by a tour of a building of interest. 
RSVP Paul Bradley, pbradley@frasermackenzie.com 416-464-9771  
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Message from the President 

 

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni  
in Toronto? Please pass this on to anyone 
who might be interested. 
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Mark Haworth-Booth on Photography and Truth  

by Simon Miles 

On 24 September, 40 of EDUCT’s members were part of a much 
larger audience for a lecture, by Mark Haworth-Booth, entitled, 
“The Reality Effect: Questions of Photography and Truth”. It was 
held in the newly redesigned Art Gallery of Ontario. Since 
transparency is called for, I should declare that Mark is my brother-
in-law. Thus this article may appear to be somewhat biased. 
However, I have received such effusive expressions of admiration 
for the talk that it would be remiss of me to be anything other than 
enthusiastic about the evening.   

Mark has had a lifelong career in 
photography. He studied English 
literature at Cambridge and then 
went to Edinburgh University to 
take a Diploma in Art History. 
Shortly thereafter, he joined the 
staff at the Victoria and Albert 
Museum, in London, and from 
1977 until 2004 he was its Senior 
Curator of Photographs. Since his 
retirement, which the V&A insists 
upon at 60, he has continued to 
make his contributions on the 
international lecture circuit and is 
also Visiting Professor at the 
University of the Arts London. He 
has written many books on his 
field, and some of the titles 
appear at the end of this article. 
His lecture was, in part, a 
retrospective of the photographs 
that had helped him to shape his 

understanding of photography. He was disarmingly open on his 
feelings about certain photographs and photographers and very 
prepared to offer opinions on well-known works, as any curator has 
to be in order to give coherence to exhibitions and collections. 
There were several threads, or themes, running throughout his talk. 
One was that he was presenting us with a series of photographs 
representing a transition from truth to fiction. It was made clear to 
us that there had been some bending of the truth since the earliest 
days of photography. This was brought home by Mark’s discussion 
of a famous photograph of a river scene by Camille Silvy. Taken in 
1858, to the lay viewer the photograph gives us a charming rural 
scene. As Mark explained, there is an element of social 
commentary: one has the portrayal of the bourgeoisie at rest on 
the left bank and the workers also at leisure – a new phenomenon - 
on the right bank. But then he introduced us to the tricks that Silvy 
had employed to modify and enhance the photograph. The 
clouds had been added for aesthetic purposes. And, for quite 
defensible technical reasons, trees had been painted in to make 

the two images from which the 
photograph is composed look more 
like one. 
A second theme was how we, 
today, look at photographs from 
the past. Mark cited Geoffrey Best, 
the famous Richard Lodge Professor 
of History, at Edinburgh, who gave 
an inaugural lecture, in 1969, on 
“History, Politics and Universities”. 
That lecture, for Mark, as a student 
in the audience, became quite 
seminal.  As Best put it, “a historian is 
a citizen too” and “history is in part 
a court of posthumous justice: 
justice to fellow humans who have 
worked, aspired, suffered and been 
made to suffer, who have been 
made sacrifices of, in the historic 
evolution of our kind…This is in 
effect an extension backward of 
the principle of present justice”. This, 
suggested Mark, has a major 
bearing on how we look at and 
respond to photographs. 
A third theme was the changing 
role of photography within the 
larger context of various media in 
mass communications. Here, Mark 
turned to 
the work of 
Marshall 
McLuhan. 
McLuhan, 
he 
observed, 
like him, had 
studied 
English 
literature at 
Cambridge, 
and had 
been a 
student of 
that 
firebrand 
literary critic, 
F.R. Leavis. He and McLuhan had 
both benefited from Leavis’ 
capacity to instill in his students an 
ability to be both a close-reader of 
classic texts and be critically 

A daguerreotype taken of 
Mark Haworth-Booth, by 
Michael Robinson, while in 
Toronto 

Geoffrey Best ,the  
Professor of History 
at Edinburgh who 
informed Mark’s 
way of looking at 
photographs.  
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engaged with the culture of mass communications. 
McLuhan had influenced 
Mark’s understanding of 
photography in his 
observation that there are 
ratios among mass media 
and that each medium 
changes the role of its 
predecessor. The dominant 
medium carries society’s 
clichés and negotiates with 
the authorities of power. The 
supplanted medium takes on 
a role of critic. We saw this 
when TV took over the role of 
photography and news 
magazines in mass reporting 
in the late ‘Sixties. And now, 
Mark observed, we are 
beginning to see the internet, 
the camera phone and 
twitter take over from TV as 
the dominant medium for 
the mass communication of 
news. 

This last development, of a world in which the newly-discovered 
power of mass photo-journalism has been seized with enthusiasm 
by amateur photographers using cell phone cameras to record 
events, may give us new sources of facts. Mark cited the recent 
incident in London in which a masked, part-time police officer, 
without his identity badge, had been photographed by a visiting 
New Yorker clubbing an innocent bystander in a demonstration 
over the recent economic crisis. The Independent Police 
Complaints Commission had found the policeman innocent. The 
photographs appeared days later in The Guardian newspaper. This 
has led to the likelihood of the first case ever in the UK of a 
policeman being prosecuted for manslaughter. Canadians have 
their parallel incident in the tasering of the Polish immigrant at 
Vancouver airport.  
Thus we have a spectrum of roles for photography. For Mark, 
photography is definitely an art, albeit that some seem to put much 
energy into disputing this. He sees it as a medium that is capable of 
presenting us with facts in a beautiful way – witness, for example, 
the latest Burtynsky book, “Edward Burtynsky: Oil” – or of presenting 
beautiful scenes that have been modified, or of presenting candid 
shots from cell phones that convey more truth than authorities 
would want to admit. 
Exposure to this range of roles of photography raised all manner of 
observations for a number of EDUCT members. Chris Valley Ban, 
who makes his living as a film producer and director, pondered 
whether we are becoming more skeptical of images in general. He 

recalled Antonioni’s famous 1966 
film “Blow Up”, in which a 
photograph is subject to very 
different interpretations, with 
implications for the plot. He 
wonders whether the same 
photograph would be looked at 
very differently today, given our 
more skeptical view of images.  
For Josh Gillespie, a key issue was 
discretion – over the use of a 
photograph, and whether or not to 
publish it. He was particularly struck 
by the very idea of selling, for home 
décor, a shot of an assassinated 
Mexican demonstrator. 
The last word, however, has to go to 
Jim Hunter, a forensic accountant. 
In his own words: “it is hard to 
imagine two fields of endeavour 
that at first blush seem so far apart: 
that of a senior curator at the V&A, 
and that of an accountant who 
investigates crime. The common 
theme is the pursuit of truth. 
The clicking of a shutter on the one 
hand and the entering of numbers 
by pen or electronically into a 
ledger on the other may appear to 
be no more than mechanical 
exercises. And yet in both cases, 
human intervention may shade the 
truth or create an untruth. In the 
case of a fraud artist (note the  
noun ) this may lead to a spell in 
gaol; the successful photographer 
may win a prize. 

A detail from Camille Silvy’s River 
Scene: on the cover of Mark 
Haworth-Booth’s book on Silvy.  

Some of the books by Mark 
Camille Silvy: River Scene, France (J 
Paul Getty Museum, 1992) 
Photography: An Independent Art 
(V&A/Princeton UP, 1997) 
The Art of Lee Miller (V&A/Yale UP, 2007) 
Camille Silvy: Photographer of Modern 
Life (National Portrait Gallery, London 
and Jeu de Paume, Paris, forthcoming 
in 2010) 
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The Story behind the Daguerreotype 

by Simon Miles  

When Mark Haworth-Booth was visiting Toronto in September to 
deliver his talks to the AGO and Ryerson faculty, he had the 
opportunity to meet old friends in the photography world.  One of 
them had suggested he should talk with Mike Robinson about his 
work as a contemporary daguerreotypist. I was fortunate to be 
able to accompany Mark on this visit. It turned out to be a 
fascinating afternoon. Mark enquired about commissioning his 
portrait, and Mike allowed us to watch the entire process of 
producing a daguerreotype. It took about two hours. A more 
formal portrait session may take twice this time. We learned a lot 
about the physical production of the plate and the history behind 
this procedure.  
As Mike observes on his web site www.centurydarkroom.com, 
“daguerreotype is a long-neglected and demanding 
photographic art which produces a direct positive image on 
silvered copper plate. By its nature, each daguerreotype is a 
unique object, an irreproducible edition of one”. 
The Daguerreotype was the first practical means of taking a 

photograph. It lasted from 1839 to 
about 1860. After that, it was 
replaced by more convenient 
forms of photography. Today, 
while there are a good number of 
artists who produce the 
occasional daguerreotype, there 
are few professional daguerreians 
worldwide.  Mike Robinson, here in 
Toronto, is one of them!  Although 
he has brought some of his own 
innovative techniques to the 
production process, it is essentially 
very similar to that practised in the 
1850s. 

One of the outstanding qualities of a daguerreotype is that one has 
an image that will outlive many generations. If you are looking for a 
gift of lasting value, possibly to celebrate a wedding or its 
anniversary, or something that you would like to be passed on from 
one generation to the next, you should explore this option of 
capturing an image. I am confident that you will have a most 
enjoyable and informative visit.  
You can reach Mike Robinson at  416-469-8128 or by e-mail: 
centurydarkroom@sympatico.ca 
 

Infections: Not Always Ancient, and 
Sometimes Very Modern  

by Gavin Clark 

Dr. Gavin Clark, an Edinburgh graduate, 
formerly of the Department of 
Molecular Genetics, University of 
Toronto, is recently retired but still active 
in the field of microbiology. 

In October 2008, I gave a talk to 
EDUCT members on infectious 
diseases. This is a summary of my 
remarks, with a short, additional 
comment on H1N1 at the end. 

Anyone paying attention to the 
news in the past 10 years or so 
could be excused for thinking that 
we are being beset by new and 
unexplained infectious diseases. 
What has happened is not that 
bacteria and viruses have 
appeared de novo, but rather that 
some old infectious agents have 
evolved new techniques. Also, our 
modern investigative epidemiology 
– hand in hand with analytical 
molecular biology – has visibly 
improved our ability to recognize 
infectious agents, some of which 
have been in silent circulation for 
years. However, the rate of spread 
of infectious disease has increased 
recently. This is due to such factors 
as urbanization; environmental 
factors (drought, leading to famine 
and susceptibility); changes in 
lifestyle (even including the 
increased popularity of pets and 
exotics); immigration and the 
religious and cultural beliefs that 
accompany new immigrants (e.g., 
where some immigrants follow food 
traditions which demand wild 
“bush” meat); and, deforestation 
exposing workers to novel infectious 
agents carried by the indigenous 
wildlife. Other factors include 
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changes in eating habits (organic foods, non-processed foods and 
government-sponsored fresh fruit and vegetable advocacy). 
“Processed” food is processed for safety; raw food in many cases 
cannot be rendered free from bacteria, viruses or parasites. Add to 
these factors environmental changes, which have led to such 
varied phenomena as insect vectors of disease extending their 
range, and environmental warming of the seas, which has given 
bacteria new niches from which to infect shell and farmed fishes.   

And then there is travel. When, in 1822, the Edinburgh publisher 
John Howell befriended the derelict sailor John Nicol, who had just 
emerged from years of hiding from the press gangs, he found a 
seafarer who had sailed the world for 25 years. The accepted 
mortality for a mariner was 15% per annum in the late 1700’s. This 
was due not just to the harshness of rum, sodomy and the lash, but 
also to malnutrition and disease picked up in exotic locales. If you 
died at sea or abroad, you did not bring the infection home. 
Certainly, smallpox, a hardy virus, was carried to the New World. 
This year, it was discovered that in the people of Haiti, (90% of 
whom are descended from slaves), 44% of pregnant women were 
Hepatitis B, genotype A positive. This form is mainly found in East 
Africa. Twenty per cent were subgroup A5, only found in the Bight 
of Benin, a former slave trading post. 

Asiatic diseases – cholera, bubonic plague – had travelled before 
biblical times via the land trade routes to the Mediterranean basin, 
and to Europe. Dried fleas from the villages of the pyramid builders 
are positive for Yersinia pestis (plague) and pharaohs had TB. 
Cholera probably came to colonial North America via mercenary 
troops. Malaria in Kentish England also probably arrived via troops, 
this time Roman legions, to the Kentish marshes, where it remained 
as a local danger well beyond the 1400s, until the marshes were 
drained.  

Whereas it had taken John Nicol a year less a day to reach 
Australia with the second convict fleet in 1788, and even when the 
Honourable East India Company’s fastest ship took 18 months on 
the round trip to India in the late 1600’s, it really was time that 
acted as a quarantine. Nowadays, the speed of travel has made 
disease transfer almost immediate, as we saw with SARS. A man in 
Hong Kong travelled two floors in an elevator with an infected 
person from China and then flew to Canada. SARS had arrived in 
less than 48 hours. Time is no longer a barrier to the spread of 
disease. The intensity of research into the nature of SARS, and its 
source, was unprecedented. The outbreak was controlled 
worldwide purely by quarantine—the same old method originally 
used for bubonic plague when no treatment was available. The 
source of SARS was tracked to civet cats in restaurants and “wet” 
(live) markets, but the reservoir was horseshoe bats. Most human 

infections are animal based (i.e., 
zoonotic); the exceptions are 
smallpox and polio, which only 
infect humans. Bats make up 22% of 
all living mammal species and they 
represent some of the largest 
contiguous colonies of mammals on 
earth. Bats carry a multitude of 
viruses (the SARS corona viruses are 
bat species specific). They thus 
represent a major infectious 
potential for those involved in 
ecotourism, deforestation and the 
bush meat trade. (Yes, people eat 
bats!)  

Another surprise occurred in 1993, 
when a young, athletic AmerIndian 
died of unexplained pneumonia. A 
vigorous attempt to isolate a 
causative organism yielded a 
“new” virus – Sin Nombre (No 
Name). But checking the national 
store of sera from past cases of 
unexplained pneumonia, showed 
Sin Nombre was not “new”. It had 
been widespread in North America, 
and indeed, also in the rodent 
population. Further studies showed 
these now-named Hanta viruses 
were a vast family throughout North 
and South America, each adapted 
to a local rodent, and some with 
human virulence attributes.  

Had the epidemiologists been 
speaking to the elders of the native 
tribe in the Four Corners (in the U.S. 
southwest) to which the young man 
had belonged, they would have 
discovered that there was a well-
known history. When a certain bush 
flowered and fruited profusely, it 
was an ill-omen for their people. In 
essence, the fruit caused an 
explosion in the deer mouse 
population for one year; and the 
next year, these mice moved 
indoors in search of food. Their urine 
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or faeces carried Hanta virus, which, when breathed in, gave 
pneumonia. And, most tellingly, there had been an El Nino in 1992 
which had provided the rain needed for the crop of that fruit.  

Today, the El Nino, and indeed all climatic variations, are easily 
tracked by satellite. It is standard to forecast famines using such 
data as rainfall, wind pattern change and temperature changes 
on land. At sea, these types of data have been used to explain the 
cyclic epidemics of cholera in the Indian sub-continent and the 
explosion of cholera in Peru and thereafter through South America 
and the West Indies following a 1990/91 landfall (possibly in a ship’s 
bilge water). The key is micro-algal blooms. These show up via 
‘chlorophyll a’, detected by satellite (e.g., SeaWIFS). Dr. Rita 
Colwell explained that Vibrio cholerae can assume a viable, non-
culturable (in the lab) life form, attached to the egg cases of 
copepods (zooplankton which feed on algae). The blooms of 
algae result in increased zooplankton and unexplained recovery of 
V. cholerae. Thus, environmental and inter-species interactions, as 
well as water flow, predicate cholera. 

Water has other roles in social bacterial reactions. Legionnaire’s 
Disease is water-associated and is caused by a bacterium which, 
when engulfed by protozoa, metabolizes within the protozoa, 
exiting in the faeces or, if the water is hyperchlorinated, surviving in 
the “tanned”, dead protozoan. Legionella sp, and many other 
bacteria, such as Listeria monocytogenes, can survive protozoan 
ingestion. There is a whole array of such “Trojan Horses” in 
microbiology.  

Rain water will splash bacteria into the atmosphere. In Australia, 
there is a tight correlation between the onset of seasonal rainfalls 
and Meliodosis caused by the soil-borne bacterium Burkholderia 
pseudomalei. Parasitic infection via recreational water is now 
widely recognized, e.g., beaver fever. Sadly, there is an increase in 
world-wide infection of water courses by E. coli  0157:H7, caused by 
free-ranging cattle. 

It is estimated that at least 75% of human diseases are zoonotic. The 
illegal importation of animals and birds (Antwerp customs officers 
were infected by bird flu H5N1 via smuggled eagle hawks) is both a 
domestic risk (Salmonella in pet turtles and snakes) and an 
agricultural risk (foot and mouth). The risk extends into tourism 
(ecotourism is the major industry of Tanzania and Kenya) and the 
hunting/fishing/wildlife industry ($101 billion with 70,000 jobs) in the 
U.S.A. This “knock on” effect is disregarded by the importers. 

My mention of religious beliefs may seem misplaced, yet sects and 
some major religions oppose vaccination. They represent an 
unnecessary reservoir, as seen in polio in India and Afghanistan. On 
the other hand, cultural habits may unconsciously increase spread 

as happened in Uganda with the 
Ebola virus, when 225 out of 425 
infected people died, mostly 
women. Women washed the dead, 
lovingly touched the dead and 
dying, and therefore acquired the 
disease themselves.  

If one was asked to name the most 
notable social changes in the last 
20 years few would now mention 
Rely Tampons, yet this novel 
“convenience” product was solely 
responsible for a stunning number of 
toxic shock syndrome cases. And 
social change has also occurred 
concerning food. The increase in 
food-borne diseases parallels the 
increase in the consumption of raw, 
fresh produce. There have also 
been mammoth recalls of meat 
and meat products. This is a 
reflection of the size of the 
producers. In other cases, the sole 
producer of an ingredient (e.g., 
peanut butter) can influence over 
200 products. A discussion of food-
related infections would take up 
more pages than this newsletter, yet 
no one should be scared by foods, 
just cautious! 

The economy can also influence 
the spread of a disease. Take the 
example of those undergoing 
foreclosure in Kern County, 
California. The CDC publication, 
“Emerging Infectious Diseases” 
(www.cdc.gov/eid) has a 
fascinating article relating the 
increase in rate of foreclosures, 
2005-2007, with the 300% rate of 
change in West Nile Virus infections. 
A flyover of county swimming pools 
and hot tubs shows many of them 
green and thus unchlorinated! 
Tracking two (urban and rural) 
vector mosquitoes, shows the 
superior WNV vector replacing the 
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local mosquito. By 2008, the better rural vector was occupying 
pools previously carrying the weaker, urban vector 

In the talk I said little about 
H1N1, perhaps because it is 
not truly new. All flu viruses 
have 8 separate RNA 
segments. These can reassort 
(i.e., a different mix of 8 
segments can occur) when 
different flu viruses infect the 
same host. H1N1 has been in 
the human population 
continuously for 90 years 
(with the exception of 1951-
1977 when H2N2 and H3N2 

took over). It has been in pigs without a break since 1918. In a 
nutshell, birds originally infected pigs and humans with H1N1; in 
1951, three RNA pieces were replaced by a new source of bird RNA 
to give H2N2 – but the pig virus was not touched. Humans then lost 
two of the three and picked up two new bird RNA pieces to give 
H3N2. In about 2000, pigs picked up two different bits of avian RNA 
and a bit of the bird sources from human H3N2, to give the H1N1 
(pig) reassortment. But Eurasian pigs in about 1978 had their own 
avian-derived form of H1N1—and they still do. Two Eurasian pig 
RNA segments then replaced two of the original pig segments in 
the human strain to give 4 different sources of the 8 pieces of RNA 
in the current virus. This caused the second triple reassortment. Now 
you know why I avoided the story originally! But it shows how 
mutable flu viruses are and how fascinating microbiology can be! 

EDUCT Revives ‘Auld Alliance’ Through Drink  

by Josh Gillespie 

The annual whisky tasting’s replacement this year with a wine 
tasting instead, prompted some club members to toss their tipple-
filled tumblers mid-sip and collectively dash for the stem-ware. (Our 
sound Scottish education has taught us not to be fussy about 
where we find our drink.) 

Fortunately, through the very good graces of Prince Robert of 
Luxembourg, EDUCT members and guests were treated to the very 
fine Bordeaux wines of the Clarence Dillon Estate, at the Fine Wine 
Reserve on King Street West. Prince Robert kindly donated four 
cases of different wines under their ‘Clarendelle’ label: a white, 
rosé, red and desert wine were all tasted, swilled, analysed, 
pondered, further reflected upon and then ultimately gulped 
before glasses were submitted for refills with requests of ‘more 
please’.  

While members and guests enjoyed 
the various wines, tours of the Fine 
Wine Reserve’s storage facilities 
were conducted by its proprietor, 
Marc Russell. There, members and 
guests received tuition on how to 
store wine appropriately. No tuition 
was required on how to drink it.  

A great many thanks to Prince 
Robert for so generously supplying 
the wine free of charge and to 
Jacques de la Giraudière for 
organizing its shipment. 

Gavin Clark, with the aid of Toni 
McGregor, takes the biscuit  
 

 

In the red: Jake Deacon, Natalia 
Modjeska, Paul Bradley, Graham Wilson, 
Greg Owttrim and Margaret Reid 

 

In the pink: Mike Donofrio and Emily Bain 
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If any are interested in 
procuring wines under the 
Clarendelle label, please 
note that they are not 
currently carried on LCBO 
shelves. Please contact Julia 
Tingarov at Halpern Fine 
Wines (416-593-2662 or 
Julia@halpernwine.com ) 
and cases can be ordered 
directly from the Clarence 
Dillon Estate. 

Mike Mason broke a leg to be with us. 
Rosalind Peters and Fionna Ferguson 
are the support team. 

 
Editor’s note: EDUCT thanks Josh for having organized this wine tasting 

Edinburgh Geologists and Archaeologists in Canada  

by Simon Miles  

In November, Harry Ferguson, President of the Sir Walter Scott 
Society of the University of Toronto, kindly invited all EDUCT 
members to attend a Society lecture given by Dr. Kristján Ahronson, 
an Edinburgh University graduate. There is more on the Sir Walter 
Scott Society in the next article.  

Ahronson gave us a fascinating 
talk. The formal title was “Old 
World Prehistory and National 
Collections in Canada and 
Scotland: Exploring the Influence 
of Sir Walter Scott’s 
Contemporaries”. It was far-
reaching and gave us an 
overview of his research into links 
between Scotland and Canada in 
the world of geology and 
archaeology. Ahronson grew up in 
the Ottawa valley, and it may be 

that the Scottish legacy in that valley led him to spend time in 
Scotland as a student. He pursued a cross-disciplinary doctorate at 
Edinburgh, in the Department of Celtic and Scottish Studies, in the 
Institute of Geography, and in the Department of Archaeology of 
the National Museums of Scotland. One aspect of his studies looked 
to the north Atlantic islands, and the links between Scotland, the 
Faroe Islands and Iceland. Indeed, he has just finished writing a 
book that will be published as “Into the Ocean: Viking-Age Gaels, 
Norse and Environmental Change”.  

In his talk he gave us a portrait of 
three leading figures in the world of 
geology and archaeology in the 
Nineteenth Century who had been 
educated in Britain, and who had 
influenced, whether directly or 
indirectly, advances in those fields 
in Canada and, building upon this, 
in Britain too.  What is of particular 
interest to EDUCT members is that all 
three men were educated at 
Edinburgh. And given that a 
university education in those days 
was designed more as a 
preparation for a rich and fulfilling 
life than as a training ground for a 
career, it is not surprising that none 
of them had studied either geology 
or archaeology while at Edinburgh. 
One of the trio was Sir William Logan 
(1798 – 1870), who was written up in 
our September issue of EDUCT news. 
Born in Canada, he attended 
Edinburgh High School and then 
Edinburgh University as a student of 
medicine. But he lasted for only one 
year. He then became a 
businessman, running an ironworks 
in Wales for a while, and at the 
same time becoming a self-taught 
geologist. Eventually he led the 
Geological Survey of Canada. 
The second character in the cast 
was Sir Daniel Wilson (1816 – 1892). 
He, too, attended Edinburgh High 
School and then lectures at 
Edinburgh. But seemingly he never 
graduated. He entered journalism 
for a while, and then became a 
self-taught archaeologist. He 
emigrated to Canada in 1853 to 
become Professor of History and 
English Literature at University 
College, in the University of Toronto. 
He rose to become President of the 
College and, in 1890, of the newly-
federated University. He played a 

Kristján Ahronson 
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leading role in the creation of that federated body. He was 
seemingly good at banging  heads together to get the university’s 
affiliated bodies to work together. His reputation as a scholar of 
archaeology was clearly well established. 

The third figure was Sir 
James Young Simpson (1811 
– 1870). Born in Bathgate, he 
was clearly precocious, 
having started at the 
University of Edinburgh, in 
medicine, at the age of 14. 
He was awarded the Chair 
of Midwifery at the age of 
29. He became famous for 
his experimental use of 
chloroform during child-
birth. This stirred up much 
controversy. However, once 
he had been appointed 
physician to Queen Victoria 
in Scotland, and once she 
had used chloroform in the 
birth of Prince Leopold, his 
practice became much 
more widely accepted. 
Simpson, too, was a self-
taught archaeologist.  

Ahronson conveyed for us the intellectual condition of the time and 
the standing of these three larger-than-life characters in their 
interconnected worlds either side of, and straddling, the Atlantic. 
He gave us a good sense of the interplay between these three 
figures and their influence in the two fields, in both Britain and 
Canada, in the building of understanding and the establishment of 
museum collections.  
Ahronson will be returning to the University of Wales, in Bangor, this 
January. However, to continue his research, he plans to return to 
Toronto in the Autumn as a Visiting Professor in Celtic Archaeology, 
at the University of Toronto.  

 

Errata 

by Simon Miles 

Amazingly, no errata have been brought to my attention in my 
capacity as editor, or indeed to that of my predecessor, Jim 
Hunter. We wonder whether this may be because you, dear 
reader, have been employing the EDUCT news to send yourself to 

sleep. Or it may just be shyness, of 
course. Certainly, we cannot put it 
down to your education, given your 
time at Edinburgh. In any event, 
with an eye to encouraging you to 
get back to us, but ever so politely, 
on anything not quite right, Jim 
decided to set an example of how 
this art of correction can be 
executed with panache.  

As Jim observed of my recent item 
on Sir William Logan: “I enjoyed your 
article about Sir William Logan. I see 
that young William was enrolled at 
Edinburgh High School in 1814. 
According to your article he was 
born in 1778, so by my arithmetic, 
that would have made him 36 
when he started school - perhaps 
not the brightest light in the 
building. Mind you, that's Edinburgh 
High School for you”. 
Thank you Jim. My apologies: Sir 
William was born in 1798, not 1778. 

Sir Daniel Wilson, President of the 
University of Toronto 

  

The Forming of the Sir Walter Scott 
Club of Toronto 

By Harry Stewart Ferguson. President, Sir 
Walter Scott Society, University of Toronto 

 
Harry Stewart Ferguson 
The club was formed in 1943, during 
the dark days of World War Two. 
Twenty gentlemen and their ladies, 

{9} 



EDUCT News  January 2010 

drawn from “Town and Gown”, were founding members. The 
original founding member was Professor Ernest Dale, born in 
Edinburgh in 1888. He graduated with first class honours in literature 
from Oxford in 1910 and came to Canada in 1912. He became a 
member of the Toronto Arts and Letters Club, the Dickens Fellowship 
and the Shakespeare Society. He was a friend of a Mr. Craick, John 
Cowan and Dr. Alexander Macmillan, father of Sir Ernest Macmillan. 
Together they drafted the outline of a club, which was to be 
devoted to the study of the works of “The Wizard of the North”.  
It will not be long before the Sir Walter Scott Society celebrates its 
sixty-fifth anniversary, quite an accomplishment for a gathering of 
literati within today’s world, which has largely turned away from 19th 
century literature. Over the years, many papers have been 
presented. Together, they probably cover everything Sir Walter ever 
wrote. There have also been papers on his contemporaries, and on 
a wide range of military, social and political aspects of Scottish 
history relating to his works and times. 
We have had many interesting and delightful characters as 
members over the years. Notable among them are: Sir Ernest 
MacMillan’s daughter, Jean, an ardent member for many years 
until her death; the late Professor Douglas Thompson, a graduate of 
Glasgow University, who taught classics at the University of Toronto 
and whose magnum opus was a massive work on Catullus; the late 
Professor Alan Coman, a graduate of Edinburgh University, who was 
a Shakespearian scholar at the University of Toronto; Professor 
David Waterhouse, a graduate of Cambridge University and a 
specialist in oriental art and languages, who still teaches in the 
Department of East Asian Studies at the University of Toronto; Dr. 
Donald Priestman, a Professor Emeritus at Ryerson University, whose 
speciality is William Wordsworth; and, Mrs. Aurea Williams, a direct 

descendant of Sir Walter, and a 
member in the 1970’s.  
One of the most multi-talented 
members and a close friend for thirty 
years was Professor Ronald Morton 
Smith, who died in 1966. My life in 
Toronto has been the richer for just 
having known him. He was a graduate 
of St. Andrews and Oxford and taught 
at Cambridge. He was a professor in 
the Department of East Asian Studies at 
the University of Toronto and, to me, he 
exemplified the true ethos of the Scott 
Society. A delightful eccentric, he 
always wore the kilt, even in winter. His 
nickname at the University was “Sanskrit 
Smith”. He had such a breadth and 
depth of learning that he was 
recruited for work at Bletchley Park 

during the Second World War to crack the Japanese naval codes. 
He also wrote and published excellent children’s poetry. During his 
many years as President of the Society, he was a gentle, guiding 

light, and is sadly missed by his 
fellow members. His wife Helen 
recently retired from the club after 
many years serving as Secretary 
Treasurer and host to the Society. 
Over the years there have been 
Presidents from varied walks of life: 
those with academic backgrounds, 
clergymen, and those from the 
world of business, who have some 
academic involvement, such as 
John Cowan, Frank Watson and 
myself. 
The Society meets in the spring and 
in the fall for the presentation of 
papers, in lecture rooms at the 
University of Toronto.   

 

Reaching New Heights:       
Edinburgh at Number 20 

In the last two years we have 
reported that Edinburgh University 
has been able to hold its place at 
number 23 in the world ranking 
produced by The Times Higher 
Education – QS World University 
Ranking classification system. 
Congratulations are due to all at 
Edinburgh. This year the university 
has advanced to number 20. This is 
no mean achievement at that 
level. 

This year the ranking system 
provided a typology of the different 
types of universities in the top 200. 
Not surprisingly, there are a good 
number of categories, defined by 
size, scope, and research 
intensiveness. Edinburgh is one of 
the 113 so-called A1 universities – 
large, broad and very research-
intensive – that dominate the top 
200. By large is meant anything over 
12,000 students. In scope, Edinburgh 
is “fully comprehensive”, which 

Bust of Sir Walter Scott 
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means that it is active in all five areas of scholarship – science, 
technology, biomedicine, social sciences and the arts and 
humanities – and that it has a medical school. Research 
intensiveness is a reflection of the amount of research a university 
has produced over the last five years and the number of scholarly 
areas in which it is active. 
The ranking system uses a number of indicators to capture such 

attributes as quality of teaching and 
research, employability of graduates, and 
international appeal.  
Edinburgh grads should not get too full of 
themselves. There are a number of 
universities that are in different categories 
that are lower on the overall ranking but 
may be outstanding. For example, The 
London School of Economics, although 
ranked only at number 67, is an H1 
university – that is, a medium-sized, 
research-intensive specialist university – 
and being the only one in the top 200 is 
the best in its class in the world. 

 

A Visiting Student’s Fond Memories  
by Grant Buchan-Terrell 

This is the third and final piece about my fond memories as a visiting 
student at Edinburgh University in 1973-74. I hope my reminiscences 
trigger fond memories on your part. 
Some of life’s milestones remembered seem banal in hindsight, 
belying their significance in the big scheme of things. Take my first 
taste of the subtle character of creamy French brie on local bakery 
bread for example – hardly a gastronomic milestone. However, it 
happened late one night in Edinburgh at the first of what became 
many post-pub food forays to Henderson’s, the vegetarian place in 
the lower level, just off Princes Street. 
Last call in Scottish pubs was a much-too-early 10 p.m. in 1973, so 
by 11 or so, we had dispersed from our local pub – the Ensign Ewart 
at the top of the Royal Mile – and were looking for more fuel for our 
teenage furnaces to burn. Certainly, Henderson’s was the deluxe 
choice for us, even with the cafeteria style service and low prices. I 
remember being able to savour a delicious ratatouille, a tasty 
wedge of brie and local bakery bread for less than 40p, all seeming 
just a bit exotic for me at the time. I don’t know if I knew that the 
active ingredient in ratatouille is eggplant – but I knew I liked it. 

 

As a kid from the Prairies living in 
WASPy suburbia of Winnipeg and 
then Regina, I was exposed to a lot 
more ethnic and spicy food than 
most of my school chums, as my 
Dad loved to experience new foods 
and flavours. Still, we didn’t have 
the proximate influence of 
European delicacies as did U.K. 
consumers. So Henderson’s was a 
bit of a milestone for me, and I think 
it was still there in 2000, my last visit 
to the area. 

The proximity of Europe also 
facilitated some frugal travel during 
the ‘74 Easter break. A grad student 
who lived in Philip Henman Hall, 
across from our Edward Salvorsen 
House, recruited me as her platonic 
companion for a week-long jaunt to 
Ireland. This adventure was exciting 
for several reasons, including that 
she was an attractive girl with long 
dark hair and a great figure (whom 
I had admired from afar during 
meals in the common eating hall), 
but also because she was reputed 
to be the daughter of a well-known 
Mafia family from New York. Her 
motivation was merely economic 
(sharing guest house 
accommodations), and she made 
it clear she wouldn’t tolerate any 
post-junket innuendos about our 
traveling relationship – and I found 
plenty of motivation not to slander 
a Family’s prodigy, know what I 
mean? We took trains from Dublin 
(just then rising up as an interesting 
city again) to Waterford to Cork to 
Galway, amused by friendly but 
usually wrong directions from locals, 
outrageously good French fries and 
Guinness, and raucous Irish country 

Edinburgh’s Golden 
Boy is a little closer to 
the sun 
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music in non-touristy venues. The countryside of Ireland was very 
green, and the sun was rare. Kilkenny turned out to be the trip’s 
highlight for sightseeing and cozy pubs. 

One of my fondest 
recollections is the hours and 
dollars spent at the James 
Thin bookstore on South 
Bridge. It was so different 
from the antiseptic Coles 
Books I had frequented in 
shopping malls back in the 
Colonies. I bought most of 
my Economics text books 
there, but I also bought a few 

novels and non-fiction works, from Tropic of Cancer to Norman 
Mailer to The Stagnant Society, but the fun was in the searching of 
the ancient shop’s tall shelves in the half light. I was sad to learn 
that the company had gone into receivership and broken up in 
January 2002, even though it had survived a few dozen business 
cycles and worse before that. 
Of course, it’s the curious band of stalwart university friends who 
gave me so many vivid memories as a visiting student that year 36 
years ago: Jesse, from landed gentry somewhere in the English 
countryside; my roommate, Charlie, from Toronto, but looking like 
an irascible English prof even then; Jeremy, the future radical from 
Shropshire; Ian, the token local lad from Corstorphine, Edinburgh’s 
long-vowelled suburb; Chris, the banker’s son from Surrey; and 
Gerry, the trendy one from Dundee – and, oh yeah, I must not 
forget Michael, the crazy cat from the Highlands. We knew each 
other’s eating and drinking habits, and contract bridge bidding 
tendencies as well. (Ian and Michael practised ‘psychic bidding’ – 
especially after some of that Bells whisky). We were like a family, 
only we actually liked each other. 

We spent many happy hours 
together, playing bridge until 
2 or 3 a.m., after being in the 
Ensign Ewart all night (where 
our ‘usuals’ hit the counter 
before our backsides hit the 
stools), touring the north west 
(Skye, Fort William) and the 
near Highlands in a crowded 
rental compact, 
implementing elaborate 
pranks on other student 

residents, hiking up Arthur’s Seat, 
searching for a new chippie to try 
out, attending folk and rock 
concerts at student prices, and 
then debating the merits of one 
band over another, singing Flora of 
Scotland at the Student Union Pub, 
or admiring the beautiful tones of 
the Welsh rugby fans singing 
incomprehensible songs in our local. 

I confess to not keeping touch with 
any of those once-close chums 
anymore, though Chris did visit me 
in Calgary while traversing Canada 
many years ago. Even my 
Canadian roommate is 1,500 miles 
away, teaching drama in Winnipeg 
it seems, according to a recent 
Google search. Those loose ends 
notwithstanding, I regard my visiting 
student year as one on the smartest 
things I’ve ever done, forever 
enriching my perspective and 
yielding so many wonderful 
experiences I can bring forward 
anytime to enjoy again and again. 
If you, or your children, have the 
opportunity do so, I would heartily 
recommend a year away at 
Edinburgh University. It’s priceless. 

One of James Thin’s many shops in 
Edinburgh 

The Ensign Ewart pub at the head of 
the Royal Mile 
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1st Class: Sir Arthur Conan Doyle   
by Simon Miles 

Born in Edinburgh in1859, Doyle is another of our internationally-
renowned graduates. And unlike other alumni who have featured 
recently in this column on famous alumni, Doyle actually 
graduated. He qualified as a doctor. However, he is far better 
known as the creator of Sherlock Holmes, about whom he wrote 
four novels and 56 short stories. He was also prolific author of ghost 
stories, historical novels and science fiction as well as a keen 
sportsman who played cricket for the MCC. 
Now he is being honoured by the Royal Mail, 
with the issuing of a stamp bearing his image. 
We are delighted to see that Royal Mail got it 
right and made it a First Class stamp (shown 
right). 
Others of interest to Edinburgh alumni who are 
currently being honoured by the Royal Mail 
include Charles Darwin, whom we have already 
featured, and Robert Burns who, while not one of our alumni, gives 
us an excuse for a wonderful party every year. Burns gets two 
stamps to mark the 250th anniversary of his birth, one of which is 
shown here (below left). Darwin gets ten to celebrate the 200th 
anniversary of his birth and the 150th anniversary of the publication 
of his famous book, On the Origin of the Species by Means of 

Natural Selection. Unfortunately, I 
was unable to transfer an image 
of the Darwin stamps to this article. 
One sheet of six has one stamp of 
the great man himself and the 
other five are interlocked with it in 
a unique jigsaw puzzle design to 
convey how the various areas of 
Darwin’s studies – anthropology, 
botany, zoology, geology and 
ornithology – came together to 
inform his theory of natural 

selection. 
Philatelists and the plain curious can find out more about these 
issues by going to the Royal Mail web site:  
www.royalmail.com/portal/stamps/home?campaignid=stamps_redirect 

The Royal Mint has joined in the celebration of the anniversaries of 
both Burns and Darwin. For Darwin, it has brought out a two-pound 
commemorative coin, on the reverse face of which is Darwin 
facing a chimpanzee. This is shown below. The designer of this 
image, Suzie Zamit, was fascinated by Darwin’s very deep-set eyes 

and prominent brow. She confesses 
that, although she is not sure of her 
facts, she had heard that Darwin’s 
children referred to him as a missing 
link. She seemingly enjoyed herself 
trying to make the chimp’s profile 
as Darwin-like as possible in its 
character … aged and serious.  This 
coin was minted in three different 
versions; gold; silver; and, a bi-metal 
one of cupro-nickel and nickel-
brass. It seems the Burns coin came 
only in one form. 

 
 

The Story Behind EDUCT 
“EDUCT” is intended to form the 
acronym for the Edinburgh 
University Club of Toronto. 
 
“Educt” is a word which means, in 
the language of chemists:  
 
“A body separated by 
decomposition from another.”  
 
In addition, there is “e-duct”, an 
electronic channel, which seems 
appropriate for all of our members 
receiving EDUCT News via e-mail. 
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Now We Are Seven  

December 10, 2009 marked 
the seventh anniversary of the 
foundation of the Edinburgh 
University Club of Toronto. This 
momentous occasion was 
marked by a Past Presidents 
lunch ( in what is becoming an 
annual event ) at La Maquette 

restaurant. The past presidents 
are shown in jovial mood 
below with this year’s special 
guest, Margaret Reid, vice-

president of EDUCT. Readers of EDUCT’s annual financial statement 
will be pleased to learn that the Past Presidents lunch is a self-
financing event and thus consistent with the prudent stewardship of 
our ever-increasing bank balance. 

 

Fiona Tompkinson (née Bruce) Takes Over from Liz McBeth on 
Newsletter Formatting  

by Simon Miles 

Much of the 
attraction of the 
EDUCT news is the 
way in which the 
newsletter is laid 
out. Considerable 
thought goes into 
getting the 
photographs of 
the right size and juggling the text to make it all more readable, 
once it has come from me, as Editor. Liz McBeth, who has been 
undertaking the formatting for some time now, has decided she 
would like a change. Fiona Tompkinson has stepped forward and 
with this newsletter is putting her skills to the test for the first time. On 
behalf of all EDUCT members, I should like to thank both Liz for her 
contributions to date and Fiona for assuming the mantle of 
responsibility going forward.  

 

 

Edinburgh University Lectures on 
Your Computer and iPod 

Paul Bradley has discovered that the 
University of Edinburgh is publishing 
lectures as podcasts in the iTunes 
University (iTunes U) area of Apple’s 
iTunes store. These podcasts can be 
downloaded for free for listening 
and/or viewing on your computer or 
iPod. 

iTunes U is an area within Apple’s 
iTunes store where an educational 
institution can provide its own 
collection of audio and visual content 
(such as lectures, talks and 
interviews). 

Left to Right: Paul Bradley, Simon 
Miles, Margaret Reid and Jim Hunter 

The University's iTunes U site features 
lectures and interviews with world-
leading thinkers, showcases news and 
events, and promotes the University 
and the city of Edinburgh. There are 
presently thirteen lectures from the 
University of Edinburgh Enlightenment 
lecture series available on iTunes U. 
The overarching theme of the series is 
the examination of "aspects of the 
Enlightenment's legacy in the context 
of our own fraught and hectic times". 
The lecturers are global leaders in 
politics, philosophy, science and 
economics. The question and answer 
sessions are also included.  

How to access iTunes U 

If you have iTunes on your computer 
you can visit the University of 
Edinburgh’s iTunes U site using the 
following link: 

The University of Edinburgh on iTunes U 
(needs iTunes installed) 

If you do not have iTunes you can 
download it for free, to your Mac or a 
regular PC, since iTunes is compatible 
with both: 

Download iTunes 

 

  

Thank you Liz Welcome Fiona 
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EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund: Progress Report 

By Simon Miles  

In our September issue I noted that we had about $7,000 to raise to 
reach the minimum of $50,000 needed for a permanent endowment. 
As has been the case for much of this year, I continue to be distracted 
by other things to do. There is good and bad news.  We have lost a few 
more of our original commitments because of the financial crisis. This 
has meant that we have had to make more calls to maintain our past 
position. However, I am pleased to report that some more 
commitments were sent off to the University, and a few more donors 
have come forward. If all of our commitments turn into real donations, 
we are still within $7,000 of our goal.  Understandably, it will take some 
time for some of the commitments to be dispatched to Edinburgh.  

So, locating more donors is still the order of the day.  If you do come 
across any Edinburgh graduates who are not members of EDUCT, firstly, 
do ask them if they would like to join, especially if they are in the 
Toronto area and, secondly, do ask if they would consider a donation 
to the EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund.  All donations generate 
charitable receipts for income tax purposes.  

As promised, in this issue we are providing a list of donors since our 
previous listing last January.  We wish to extend our thanks to them for 
their generosity. Particularly encouraging was the second donation 
from Professor Len Evenden.  Len was in Edinburgh in 2008 to celebrate 

the Centenary of the Institute.  
We managed to obtain a 
photograph of him with 
Professor Charles Withers and 
Professor Andrew Dugmore. 
Professor Dugmore had just 
succeeded Professor Withers 
as Head of the Institute. 

The list of new donors follows 
below.  As we did last year, to 
convey something of the 
diversity of donors, we have 
listed their Edinburgh degrees, 
their disciplines, their current or, 
if retired, their past jobs and, 
since many are not in Toronto, 
their current place of 
residence.  To give special 
thanks to donors who did not 

attend Edinburgh, we have listed their degrees.  All designations of 
“Dr.” have been omitted since this is to be inferred from the degree.  In 
some instances donors obtained their doctorate from other universities 
and these degrees have not been listed. 

 
• Vivian Abrahams, B.Sc. 1951, B.Sc. 
(Hons.) 1952, Ph.D. 1955, D.Sc. 1978 
(Physiology); Professor Emeritus, 
Department of Physiology, Queen's 
University; Kingston, Ontario. 

• Wayne K. D. Davies, Ph.D., Geography, 
1964 ( Wales); Professor of Geography, 
University of Calgary, Urban Geographer; 
Calgary, Alberta.   

• George Gordon, M.A. (Hons.) 
Geography, 1962, Ph.D. Geography, 197I; 
Director of Academic Practice, 
Strathclyde University (retired); Glasgow, 
Scotland. 

• Jim Houston, M.A. (Hons.) Geography, 
1944; Founding Principal (retired), Regent 
College; Vancouver, British Columbia. 

• A. K. Maconochie, M.A. (Hons.), 
Geography, 1959; Professor (retired), 
McGill University; Montreal, Québec. 

• Jon O'Riordan, M.A. (Hons.), Geography, 
1964; Deputy Minister, Ministry of 
Sustainable Resource Management, 
Government of British Columbia (retired); 
Victoria, British Columbia. 

• Aaron Rifkind, M.B.Ch.B., 1967; Eye 
Physician and Surgeon; Toronto. 

• Alison Robertson (née Malloch), M.A. 
(Hons.), Geography, 1962, B.Mus. (Hons.), 
1999;  Honorary Secretary, Scottish Stained 
Glass Trust SC039375; Edinburgh, Scotland 

• R. Geoffrey Rose, M.A. (Hons.), 
Geography, 1962; Pointe Claire, Québec, 
and Macclesfield, England. 

• Bernard D. Thraves, B.A., 
Geography/Economic History, 1971, 
Queen's, Belfast; M.A., Geography, 1976, 
Ph.D., Geography, 1986, University of 
Manitoba; Head, Department of 
Geography, University of Regina; Regina, 
Saskatchewan 

Professor Len Evenden (centre), of 
the Department of Geography, 
Simon Fraser University, BC, with 
Professor Charles Withers and 
Professor Andrew Dugmore of the 
Institute of Geography at Edinburgh, 
at a Geography Centenary 
celebration in the Playfair Library. 

• Margaret Wyeth (née Carswell), M.A. 
(Hons.), Geography, 1967, Dip. Ed., 1968; 
Senior Lecturer, Department of 
Mathematics and Statistics, University of 
Victoria ; Victoria, British Columbia. 

• ….and a second generous donation 
from Len Evenden. 
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Freshmen Stunts 

We all did silly things at University. Some of us even wrote home about them. 
Here, courtesy of Kim Krenz, is an excerpt from a letter of 22 November, 1925, 
written by Kim’s good friend, Hugh Carmichael, a freshman student at 
Edinburgh, to his Mum and Dad. Kim and Hugh studied Physics at Edinburgh 
and, later, both ended up working together, on nuclear power, at Chalk River, 
in Ontario. Hugh’s son passed this item on to Kim after Hugh died. Kim offers this 
as a joyful reminder of those innocent pranks we played as students. 

… I find the work tremendously interesting however and we have great 
fun in our classes, especially in Physics. The lecture theatre is a high, steeply 
sloping terrace of desks with the lecturer’s bench at the very foot, so you 
see that being so high above him one sort of “looks down” upon him, and 
when Prof. Barkla’s place was taken for two days by a young man just 
through with his own education the row was indescribable. Before he 
came in, the students were attracted by a large tank of water, which was 
to be used in the lecture to demonstrate certain experiments, and a 
shower of crushed paper balls was directed at the tank. There was a loud 
applause when anybody got one in, and soon the surface of the water 
was white with missiles. The janitor came in then to try to quell the noise, 
and this suited down to the ground as we are always delighted when he 
comes in. He is an old bald-headed chap, and as he stood looking up at 
the back seats and trying to pick out any individual actually doing 
something wrong, the fun began. Somebody “meowed” like a cat, 
another chap struck up a lively tune on a tin whistle, and grunts and clever 
remarks came from all over the room. Somebody up at the back said in a 
high parrot voice “Run away, Run away!” Another would call out 
“Speech, Speech!” My realistic “bellow” (simulation of a highland cow 
that delighted Hugh’s children later) comes in very useful at this point. 
When the lecturer came in there was loud and prolonged applause, so 
that it was several minutes before he could start. When the noise subsided 
one chap said “Morning”, and just as the chap was going to begin to 
speak everybody started clearing their throats. Then we discovered that 
he had a very pronounced acquired accent, so whenever a flagrant 
vowel sound occurred there were echoes from the back benches. Later 
on, when his back was turned, to write on the blackboard, he was 
deluged with peas and paper darts. Latterly, several ha’pennies were 
thrown, some sploshing into the tank. He turned around and said that 
these offerings were very touching as it was well known that lecturers 
beginning at the University were very poorly paid (cheers and a shout of 
“Pass round a hat!”). I admired him very much however because he went 
straight ahead with his work, and when nothing was found to affect him 
they grew tired of it, especially since he kept going at such a rate that you 
had all you could do to get your notes down. Last Friday when Barkla 
came back all was peaceful again.  

 

Member News 

In Your Own Words: Become an 
EDUCT News Correspondent! 

EDUCT News is always looking for 
interesting Alumni stories and news.  If 
you have some exciting goals or 
plans for 2010 remember that EDUCT 
News would love to share your story. 
Perhaps you are planning to 
undertake any of the following 
activities, for example: 

• Running a half or full 
marathon; 

• Taking a long-anticipated 
trip or adventure; 

• Attending an Edinburgh 
Class reunion; or 

• Visiting your old haunts in 
Edinburgh. 

Maybe you are celebrating a 
special event or being honoured by 
your community – tell us about it! 
We look forward to hearing from 
you over the coming months.  If you 
have a story you would like to tell, 
please contact the EDUCT News 
Editor, Simon Miles at simon-
miles@sympatico.ca. 
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Welcome to our New Members 

Natalia Modjeska has a fascinating 
background. She grew up in Siberia. At 
about the time that the Berlin wall fell, she 
moved to St. Petersburg. Russia was 
already experiencing ferment under the 
surface; it was about to undergo 
enormous change in so many ways and 
St. Petersburg was the place to be. After 
a couple of years enjoying that centre of 
Russian culture, and with a growing 
interest in languages, she moved to 

Umeå, in Northern Sweden, to earn both a B.A. and M.A. in Linguistics 
at the local university. There she met a fellow student, David, an 
American-Canadian. He was studying Human-Computer Interaction 
as a guest doctoral student and instructor. And, of course, they were 
both studying each other!  

She moved to Edinburgh in 1999 to commence her Ph.D. in 
Informatics. Edinburgh has a great reputation in her field, and she 
wanted to make the most of the tremendous resources available 
there. David had moved to Toronto to finish his degree. Being creative, 
Natalia was able to organize her studies so that she could be in 
Edinburgh, Sweden and Toronto. They also managed to find a second 
adviser at the University of Toronto, which further enriched her studies.  
Although she successfully defended her thesis in Edinburgh in 2003, she 
feels that she has really graduated from both universities.  

Her time in Edinburgh was both hard work and great fun. “Do you like 
opera?” This invitation, together with a free ticket, offered half-an-hour 
before curtain time, on her second day in Edinburgh, stays with her as 
being emblematic of the friendliness of the city and the spontaneity of 
student life. She greatly appreciated the rich cultural life that 
Edinburgh has to offer. She enjoyed her ballet classes and, as if that 
were not enough, for exercise and quiet relaxation, she took frequent 
walks up Arthur’s Seat, which had the added bonus of glorious views 
across the city and far beyond.  

Today Natalia is applying her specialist knowledge in the recession-
proof field of Business Intelligence. Business Intelligence technologies 
provide historical, current, and predictive views of business operations 
to support better business decision-making. And husband, David, is an 
information architect / interaction designer. That means that, among 
other things, he can help you design a web site to meet your 
objectives through the best possible organization of information. It is 
with great pleasure that we welcome Natalia to EDUCT.  
 

Mary Hunter was a depression baby 
who grew up in Halifax, NS. The 
house was close to the sea, so at a 
young age she learned how to 
canoe and sail. Not surprisingly, in 
that setting, biology and 
geography were her favourite 
subjects at school. And it was the 
interest in biology that led to her 
applying to Dalhousie University’s 
Medical School. The competition at 
that time was very tough – only one 
in ten getting a place. Spaces were 
allocated on a geographic basis to 
students in the Atlantic provinces 
because the vets. were coming 
back from the war. She was 
successful and she graduated with 
an M.D.C.M. in 1957. With that 
under her belt, she was drawn to 
Edinburgh. Maybe it was the 
geography kicking in. But even as a 
child, coming from a family with 
strong Scottish roots, she had 
always wanted to go there. And 
with a newly-minted medical 
degree to her name, Edinburgh’s 
reputation for medicine became 
the deciding factor.  
She had one year in Edinburgh, 
from 1957 to ’58, doing residencies 
in anaesthesia and in internal 
medicine, at the Western General 
Hospital. She remembers the time 
with great pleasure. She was struck 
by the fact that she never had a 
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bad experience in her time there. And then it was in Edinburgh that 
she met this charming chap in the RCAF who convinced her to join 
the air force. She ended up being a Medical Officer in Germany for 
a year. Meantime, the charming chap had disappeared back to 
Canada!  

Member in Waiting 

Alban (M.Sc., English, 1983) and 
Caroline Harvey's daughter Natasha 
was born on 2 May 2009. Ever since 
her arrival, she has been diversifying 
her interests. Initially a lot of shouting 
and cooing and feeding were the 
priorities; she is now deeply into 
percussion, whether with plastic, 
wood or various parts of her 
parents' persecuted bodies. She 
sends her crashes to members of 
EDUCT. 

18

On returning to Canada, and after three more years of post-
graduate studies in Toronto and London, England, she settled into a 
career as an anaesthetist, first at the Wellesley Hospital and later at 
the Toronto General. 
Her love of geography has also influenced her life. Since childhood, 
she has had a particular affinity for polar regions. After more than 
thirty visits to the Arctic, she has extensive photographic records 
from repeat visits to the same spots that show how the ice has been 
shrinking. The only thing that spoiled some of those trips were the 
occasional arguments with Americans about which country has 
jurisdiction over the Arctic. The Antarctic has featured three times: 
to see the Antarctic Peninsula on southern tip of South America; to 
count the Emperor Penguin colonies in the Weddell Sea: and, to 
visit the Scott and Shackleton huts in the Ross Sea area south of 
Australia and New Zealand. 

 

This exposure to life in the Arctic led to her building a small 
collection of Inuit cultural artifacts, and especially soapstone 
carvings. Each place in the Arctic has different types of stone for 
carving. For example, Baker Lake stone is very different from Cape 
Dorset stone. She bought her first soapstone piece from The Guild, 
in Toronto. It is of a young boy in an Eastern Arctic parka, kneeling 
on the edge of the ice floe and bringing up a piece of a tree trunk. 
This carving came from the area that is on the Lancaster Sound 
shore of Baffin Island. There, the currents sweep along the shore 
and carry with them the trees that have fallen into Russian rivers 
thousands of miles away. Those logs are carried west along the 
Russian coast, over to Greenland, and may well be swept around 
the southern tip of Greenland and find their way into the Davis 
Strait. Such timber is very valuable to the Inuit. It would be used 

sparingly for things that could only be made 
out of wood. The carving captures that sense 
of a great prize having been found. It also 
sparked Mary’s interest in learning more 
about the world’s ocean currents and life 
throughout the Arctic.  

 

Are you expecting ? Keep EDUCT 
News up to date with your newest 
addition and we will be sure to post 
it in our next edition!   
Please contact the EDUCT News 
Editor, Simon Miles at simon-
miles@sympatico.ca to share your 
news.

EDUCT extends a warm welcome to Mary. 
Left: Josh welcomes Mary to EDUCT at the wine 
tasting. 
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Treasurer’s Report 

 

 

   
  EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY CLUB OF TORONTO 

(EDUCT) 
  UNAUDITED ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

2009 
   
  As at December 31 
 BALANCE SHEET 2009  2008
 Total Member Funds $13,021  $10,366
 being:  
   Cash in bank $3,021  $4,366
   GIC $10,000  $6,000
   
 INCOME STATEMENT 2009  2008
 Income  
   Membership Fees 1,895  2,129
   Events 4,823  7,479
   Interest 141  158
   Bank Charges 0  5
   
 Total Revenue 6,859  9,771
   
 Expenses  
   Events 3,950  5,863
   Bank Charges 72  77
   Donations to the University 182  0
   Sundry 0  845
   
 Total Expenses 4,204  6,785
   
 Net Income $2,655  $2,986
   
 Opening Cash $10,366  $7,380
 Closing Cash $13,021  $10,366
   

 
President Treasurer  

   
   

Josh Gillespie Toni McGregor  
   
  Toronto, January, 2010 
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Membership Dues 
Annual membership fees are due 
in January of each year.  If you 
have not yet renewed for this 
year, please send your cheque, 
for $35, payable to EDUCT, and 
marked “membership”, to our 
Treasurer, Ms. Toni McGregor, at: 
464 Scarlett Crescent, Burlington, 
Ontario, L7L 5P1.   Your 
promptness in this regard greatly 
lightens the load on our volunteer 
Board and is thus much 
appreciated.  Thank you, in 
advance, for your payment.  
 

Board of Directors 
We invite your comments and 
suggestions at any time. Please feel 
free to contact any member of the 
Board of Directors with your comments 
and suggestions:  
 

Joshua Gillespie, President,  
(MA Hons 1994, MBA 1998), 
416.835.7447  
Josh.Gillespie@algonquinpower.com  
 

Margaret Reid, Vice President,  
(MPhil 1995), 416.535.8501 x7802  
mmreid66@yahoo.ca 
 

Toni McGregor, Treasurer,  
(BA 1978), 905.637.9015  
tonimcg@cogeco.ca 
 

Simon Miles, Immediate Past 
President,  
(MA Hons 1962), 416.466.8793  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca  
 

Paul Bradley, Past President,  
(BSc Hons 1982), 416.464.9771  
pbradley@frasermackenzie.com  
 

Liz McBeth 
Communications,  
(MA Hons 1994), 416.697.9287 
liz@mcbeth-media.com 

Our thanks go out to: 
Fiona Tompkinson for graphic design 
and layout. 
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