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Happy 
Hogmanay to 
you all. Since our 
last issue, EDUCT 
has held two 
very successful 
events. In early November, Mark 
Kingwell provided a lecture on art 
and philosophy to a packed 
house at the Centre for Social 
Innovation (page 2). Mark gave a 
superb talk and admirably guided 
a very good discussion, 
simultaneously answering 
questions and acting as referee to 
a rather opinionated audience. 
We are very grateful to Mark for his 
time and expertise. 
In early December, Simon Miles 
and Paul Bradley combined forces 
to organize our third staggeringly 
fun whisky tasting.  Donald Gillies’ 
powers of persuasion enabled the 
club to once again enlist the 
support of Sir Iain Noble who kindly 
provided three of his Scotch 
whiskies. And this year, in addition, 
we were fortunate enough to 
have four Irish whiskies (page 3). 
Unfortunately, not enough was 
imbibed to produce any 
significant gossip for the general 
readership of the newsletter. 
For the coming year, the Board 
has been hard at work organizing 
our standard annual events, like 
our Burns Nightcap and Annual 
Dinner, and also new events, such 
as the Curling FunSpiel, which you 
will see on the events calendar on 
this page. Please keep your eyes 
peeled for notices of upcoming 
events. We very much hope to see 
you there.  

Club and Alumni Events 
 

The 2009 Burns Nightcap 

When Thursday, January 22, 2009, 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm (three days before Burns) 
Where Bow & Arrow Pub, 1954 Yonge St., Toronto (just north of Davisville subway) 
Details All are part of the entertainment 
RSVP Margaret Reid, mmreid@yahoo.ca 416-536-8501 x7802 or 416-697-2807 

 

EDUCT Curling FunSpeil 

When Saturday, 28 February, 2009, 3:30 pm for 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm ice time 
Where Leaside Arena, on Millwood at Laird 
Details Limited numbers so book early; cost $20 each.  Watch for details re. clothing and footwear. 

Allow time for drinks afterwards. 
RSVP Joshua Gillespie, Josh.Gillespie@algonquinpower.com 416-835-7447       

or: Emily Bain,  emilyabain@hotmail.com   416-435-4607 
 

EDUCT Annual Dinner 

When Friday, April 24, 2009, 6:30 pm 
Where The Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto 
Details Paul Kennedy, Producer and Presenter of CBC Radio’s famous programme “Ideas”, and 

an Edinburgh alumnus (M.Litt. 1976) will be our after-dinner speaker. 
RSVP Joshua Gillespie, Josh.Gillespie@algonquinpower.com 416-835-7447 
  

Annual General Meeting and Doors Open Toronto Tour 

When Sunday, May 24, 2009, 1:30 pm 
Where The Offices of Fraser Mackenzie,  48 Yonge Street, Toronto 
Details Meeting to be followed or preceded by a tour of The Four Seasons Centre for the 

Performing Arts , our new Opera and Ballet building 
RSVP Joshua Gillespie, Josh.Gillespie@algonquinpower.com 416-835-7447 
 
 

 

 

Message from the President 

 

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni in Toronto? Please pass this on to anyone who might be interested. 
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Mark Kingwell on Art and Philosophy 

Mark Kingwell is a 
household name for 
Canadians. He is a 
prolific writer, on a 
remarkably broad range 
of topics. His frequent 
appearances in the 
popular press, on 
television and radio, in 
Canada and the United 
States, make one 
wonder how he finds 
time to take a breath, let alone relax. Yet his latest book, which he 
has co-authored with Joshua Glenn and illustrator Seth, is a guide 
to nothing less than the fine art of idling. No, not the sort of relaxing 
that most of us will think of, such as flaking out in front of the 
television, but the art of using our free time in a manner absolutely 
divorced from any reference to work. For all of us poor frazzled folk, 
The Idler’s Glossary is obviously what we should have read at 
school. And yet, it is the fourteenth book that Mark has produced in 
as many years. Those fourteen works are listed below. If you cannot 
find them in your bookstore, Mark assures us that all of them should 
be readily available, either used or new, on Amazon.ca and 
Amazon.com. Or, failing that, on eBay.  

Mark, who is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Toronto, 
received his M.Litt., in Philosophy and Literature, from Edinburgh. 
This was reason enough to persuade him to talk to EDUCT. And 
judging by the reception from the thirty or more members and 
guests, everyone was delighted that he had accepted our 
invitation to talk to us on 1 November. Although much of his talk 
drew from his recent book, Opening Gambits: Essays on Art and 
Philosophy, the afternoon provided a much wider tour.  

Opening Gambits argues that there is a strong equivalence 
between the artistic process and that of exploring our world 
through philosophical examination. One thread connecting these 
two ways of engaging with the world is that they are both forms of 
high-level play. The true intent behind ‘play’ in this context is as an 
activity that has an objective of its own, but can create 
unexpected insights or consequences purely as a result of the 
activity. (Indeed, this brings to mind the notion of exploratory play 
reflected in the operation of Summerhill, the famous school in 
England, run by the experimental educator, A. S. Neil. Such a 
notion was, for example, very distinct from the directed play of the 
Montessori school system.)  

Mark also introduced us to his 
recent book, Concrete Reveries: 
Consciousness and the City, 
through his discussion of the 
phenomenon of the architectural 
mega-project, that has manifested 
itself mostly in the form of museums. 
Frank Gehry's Bilbao Guggenheim 
Museum, Libeskind's Jewish Museum 
in Berlin and his addition to the 
Royal Ontario Museum represent 
some examples. As Mark puts it in 
Concrete Reveries, "Now (the 
museum) is self-displaced by the 
museum as artifact, the so-called 
destination building visited more for 
its exterior than after anything 
within. Functionally, such museums 
might as well remain empty." 

And adding to the richness of the 
afternoon was that throughout the 
talk Mark discussed the work of 
several important Canadian artists, 
including Edward Burtynsky, David 
Bierk, James Lahey, Ken Lum, Kelly 
Mark, Michel de Broin, and Blue 
Republic. His interpretations of, and 
commentaries on, some of their 
prominent works was most 
stimulating. 

In no small part, however, the wider 
tour we enjoyed was also due to 
the provocative questions from an 
audience quite capable of 
demonstrating that they could 
indeed find the creative exploration 
of ideas a very enjoyable pastime 
for idlers such as themselves. We 
had advice on how to argue for 
more money for the arts: try 
Socratic seduction rather than 
deduction. We argued the merits 
and faults of Libeskind’s crystal on 
the Royal Ontario Museum. We 
appeared to agree on the 
creativity of Libeskind’s Jewish 
Museum in Berlin. In sum, we all 
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appeared to have a very good time playing with the tensions to be 
found in art and in philosophy. In short, we make very good idlers! 

And our thanks go to Mark for making it such a delightful afternoon. 

To explore these, and many other ideas, in more detail, pick up a 
copy of Opening Gambits, of Concrete Reveries, of The Idler’s 
Glossary, or indeed any of the other books by Mark listed below. 

For more information about Mark Kingwell, visit his University of 
Toronto profile online. 

Books by Mark Kingwell 

1. A Civil Tongue: Justice, Dialogue, and the Politics of Pluralism 
(Penn State University Press, 1995).  Elaine and David Spitz Prize 
for outstanding work in liberal-democratic theory; Questia 
Librarians Top 16 Books on Justice. 

2. Dreams of Millennium: Report from a Culture on the Brink 
(Viking, 1996).  Finalist, Gordon Montador Book Prize for Social 
Commentary; Maclean’s magazine Top Ten Book. 

3. Better Living: In Pursuit of Happiness from Plato to Prozac (Viking, 
1998).  Globe and Mail Notable Book for 1998; finalist, Gordon 
Montador Book Prize for Social Commentary; Drummer 
General’s Award for Non-Fiction; Los Angeles Times Notable 
Non-Fiction Book; Baltimore City Paper Top Ten Non-Fiction 
Book, 2000. 

4. Marginalia: A Cultural Reader (Penguin, 1999). 
5. Canada: Our Century [with Christopher Moore] (Doubleday, 

1999).  Globe and Mail Notable Book for 1999. 
6. The World We Want: Virtue, Vice, and the Good Citizen (Viking, 

2000).  Globe and Mail Notable Book for 2000. 
7. Practical Judgments: Essays in Culture, Politics, and 

Interpretation (University of Toronto Press, 2002). 
8. Catch and Release: Trout Fishing and the Meaning of Life 

(Viking, 2003).  Amazon Editors’ Top 25 Non-Fiction Pick, 2003. 
9. Nothing for Granted: Tales of War, Philosophy, and Why the 

Right Was Mostly Wrong (Viking, 2005). 
10. Nearest Thing to Heaven: The Empire State Building and 

American Dreams (Yale University Press, 2006).  Globe and Mail 
Notable Book for 2006. 

11. Classic Cocktails: A Modern Shake (McClelland & Stewart, 
2006). 

12. Concrete Reveries: Consciousness and the City (Viking, 2008).  
Globe and Mail Notable Book for 2008; finalist, Writers Trust Non-
Fiction Award and B. C. National Non-Fiction Award. 

13. Opening Gambits: Essays on Art and Philosophy (Key Porter, 
2008). 

14. The Idler’s Glossary [with Joshua Glenn] (Biblioasis, 2008). 

 

The Sixth Anniversary of EDUCT 

To mark the sixth anniversary of the 
foundation of the Edinburgh 
University Club of Toronto, a past 
presidents’ lunch was arranged at La 
Maquette restaurant in Toronto. This 
auspicious event occurred on 
December 10, 2008. 

Our photograph shows the past 
presidents together with their special 
guest, Josh Gillespie, the current 
president of EDUCT. Left to right: 
Simon Miles (2006-2008), Josh 
Gillespie, Paul Bradley (2004-2006), 

The past presidents tabled

James Hunter (2002-2004). 

 a motion 

iversity Remains at 

orted that 

to make this lunch an annual event. 
Unsurprisingly, the motion was carried 
unanimously. 

Edinburgh Un
Number 23 in the World 

Last January, we rep
Edinburgh University had jumped to 
number 23 in the ranking of the 
world’s top 200 universities.  The Times 
Higher Education Supplement, in its 
Times Higher Education publication of 
9 October 2008, again had 
Edinburgh at number 23.  Again, the 
top four spots were taken by Harvard, 
Yale, Cambridge and Oxford.  This is 
the fourth year of the ranking.  
Although the statistical method used 
had changed slightly from last year, 
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this had little effect on the top rankings.  As one goes down the list, 
however, one sees considerable movement.  Edinburgh slipped to 
number 6 in the UK, behind Cambridge, Oxford, and the three London 
colleges – Imperial, University, and King’s; the last just having moved 
past Edinburgh to spot number 22 on the world ranking.  The Business 
School sat at number 66 in the world in the Financial Times 2008 Global 
Executive MBA rankings; a slip from last year’s position.  Sadly, the 
number 10 spot held by Edinburgh in the first Green League survey of 
the UK’s 120 universities by THE in 2007 became spot number 26 in 
2008.  Edinburgh scored well on ethical investment, by Baillie Gifford, 
the University’s investment managers.  However, it has to pull up its 
socks on such criteria as: carbon emissions per head; waste recycled; 
water consumption; and, progress on renewable energy.  

Tasting Irish and Scottish Whiskies 

By Donald Gillies 

Editor’s Note: We are most indebted to Donald Gillies for once again having 

massive 

st 30 years or so, the demand for malts, particularly from the 

ne terminology of whisky 
arranged with Sir Iain Noble for EDUCT members to taste his whiskies. The 
proceeds from the evening will be donated to Edinburgh University. 

The lore, language and drinking of malt whisky has undergone 
popularization since I first looked into it 45 years ago. A point I noted 
was that customarily Scotch is “whisky” and all others are “whiskey”. 
Since I am discussing both Scotch and Irish whiskies here, I will use 
“whisky” unless otherwise appropriate. My earliest guide was The 
Whiskies of Scotland by R.J.S. McDowall, a physician and professor of 
medical chemistry in the University of Edinburgh. The book was first 
published in 1967 and has been, along with subsequent editions, a 
good initial source of information. In those days there were 27 malt 
Scotches available in various strengths; now there are over 200. Most 
of these were never bottled as singles but used only for mixing with the 
40 or so whiskies that make up a blended whisky. Unlike a single malt, 
each blended whisky has its own recipe of grain whiskies and malts 
that may come from some or all of the principal groups: 
Campbelltown, Islay, Lowland, Speyside, and other parts of the 
highlands and islands. I was first exposed to this blending process in a 
1958 visit to the Lauder whisky bottling plant in Leith, where I was 
astonished to see two floors of green-tiled swimming pools of whisky 
from which hoses ran down to the ground-floor bottling conveyor belt. 
This was not the elegant world of single malt but a bulk blended-whisky 
factory. 

 In the la
Japanese market, has led to a flood of new brands, each with its own 
legitimate history and characteristics but often lacking the traditional 
character of the benchmark Glenlivets from Speyside, of which 
Macallan is my favourite. It seems to me that the current trend of 
additional flavouring of malt whisky by the cask residues of sherry, port 
and madeira, and, in the case of Mac Na Mara from Pràban na Linne 

(which we tasted in 2007), in rum 
casks, is an aspect of the modern 
marketing of whisky to more and 
broader demographic target groups, 
accustomed to flavoured vodkas, 
rums and coffees. The very old 
whiskies, some selling for hundreds of 
dollars a bottle, have been 
successfully added to the world of 
conspicuous consumption. Whether 
or not one agrees with what might 
be considered the adulteration of 
some malts, the practice has meant 
good business for Ireland and 
Scotland. 

For those EDUCT members interested 
in the arca
and whisky-making along with the 
somewhat speculative derivations, 
translations and interpretations of the 
Gaelic names, Pràban na Linne’s 
website (www.gaelicwhisky.com) 
and Cooley’s 
(www.cooleywhiskey.com) can 
guide you. Of course, you can learn 
as well by means of applied 
research, glass in hand. 

And it was exactly such an 
opportunity that arose on 21 
November, when eighteen EDUCT 
members and their guests were able 
to sample four versions of Tyrconnell 
single malt whiskey from the Cooley 
distillery in Dublin along with one 
blended and two malt whiskies from 
Pràban na Linne, the company 
owned by Sir Iain Noble at Eilean 
Iarmain – anglicized to Isleornsay – in 
Sleat, in the south of Skye. Cooley 
and Sir Iain kindly donated the 
whiskies to EDUCT through their 
Canadian agent, Martha Harrison, 
who was to be our tasting tutor.  As in 
2007, our host for the evening was 
Paul Bradley, Director of Research at 
Fraser Mackenzie, who welcomed us 
to the company’s new quarters in the 
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heart of Toronto’s business district. Seven Gaelic whiskies awaited us, 
laid out in the suggested tasting order, along with still water for mixing, 
usually recommended for enhancing the taste since neat whisky can 
overpower many palates. Hot snacks were wisely provided to 
accompany the potent distillates. 

The basic Tyrconnell Irish single malt – no age given – is matured in oak 

   

ts of the whiskies as there were tasters, 

ateful to Paul Bradley and his staff for providing 

casks that originally held American bourbon, a whisky-making 
practice shared with many single-malt Scotches. American bourbon 
and Tennessee sour mash, e.g., Jack Daniel’s, must be matured in new 
oak casks, and reusing these casks for aging whisky in Ireland and 
Scotland has become a standard practice that is claimed to impart a 
vanilla trait. We next sampled three Tyrconnell ten-year-old malts, 
each further wood-finished for eighteen months in casks that had 
been used originally to mature the familiar Iberian fortified wines – 
sherry, port and madeira. We agreed they all tasted different, but I 
would be hard pressed to generalize how we each described what 
we were tasting. You will doubtless enjoy undertaking your own 
evaluation: the basic Tyrconnell is stocked in LCBO Vintages, and the 
three wood-finishes are available on-line through the LCBO website.           

Sir Iain’s whiskies are of varying components and strengths. We first 
tasted Té Bheag nan Eileain (translated variously but, in the vernacular, 
is a “wee dram from the island”), an unchillfiltered connoisseur’s blend 
with a high content of malts from five to eleven years old and matured 
in sherry casks. This was followed by two versions of the malt Poit 
Dhubh, literally Black Pot – a euphemism for an illicit still – presented to 
us aged eight and twelve years. (It is also available at 21 years and 
occasionally at 30 years.) All are wood-finished in sherry casks. They 
are available from LCBO Vintages.  We cannot discern from their 
labels where the whiskies that make up these three bottlings are 
currently distilled, but the word is that Sir Iain is planning to build his own 
distillery in Skye. EDUCT members may be confident that I will do my 
best to ensure that we are among the first to sample its products, 
sometime in the next decade. 

There were as many assessmen
but we all agreed that this expression of Sir Iain’s enterprise is a 
valuable component of his efforts to develop industry and 
entrepreneurship in Gaelic Scotland. We were privileged to have early 
access to the Cooley malts from the Celtic Tiger and we are grateful 
to Martha Harrison for introducing them to us. It was especially 
pleasant to compare these facets of two Celtic cultures – both 
produce fine whiskies.  

As ever, we are most gr
us with such an excellent venue and for all the trimmings that went 
with it in the hospitable manner to which he has accustomed us at 
many EDUCT events over the years. 

As befits an alumni group, the evening 
started studiously… 

but soon turned to revelry.... 

fortunately, the Masons showed us how to 
hold our drink... 

Chris Setchell clearly earned his stripes .... 
while Brian Sevitt prayed for more.
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EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund: Progress Report 

By Simon Miles 

As our September newsletter went to press we reported that the 
University had hosted a reception to mark the opening of a weekend 
of celebrations of the centenary of geography at the university. 
Photos of the reception in the magnificent Playfair Library can now be 
seen on the website. www.geos.ed.ac.uk/geography/centenary/.  For 
the academic geographers, it is of interest to know that the Scottish 
Geographical Journal devoted its June-September 2008 issue to 
papers celebrating the centenary. We also reported that all of the 
paper work had been signed between the University and EDUCT with 
respect to the management of the EDUCT Geography Centenary 
Fund. This enabled me to start calling those who had kindly committed 
to donating to the Fund. It was not the best of times to make that call! 
However, remarkably, despite the horrors inflicted on us all by the 
world’s stockmarkets, there were very few who had to pull in their 
horns. Indeed, some generously increased their donations. As a result, 
we are almost half way to meeting our ultimate goal of $50,000 (or, 
more properly, £25,000) for the establishment of the permanent 
endowment fund. We also have another $15,000 committed for 
donations over the next two years. Thus, we still have another $10,000 
to raise. This is our challenge. We shall continue to report on progress in 
future newsletters. However, now is an appropriate time to thank the 
54 persons who have given to-date. 

To convey something of the diversity of donors, we have listed their 
Edinburgh degrees, their disciplines, their current or, if retired, their past 
jobs and, since many are not in Toronto, their current place of 
residence. To give special thanks to donors who did not attend 
Edinburgh, we have listed their degrees. All designations of “Dr.” have 
been omitted since this is to be inferred from the degree. In some 
instances donors obtained their doctorate from other universities and 
these degrees have not been listed. However, we did retain the title 
“Reverend”, if only to convey that those involved are indeed 
reverends throughout their lives, even if they go into other careers. But 
Donald Warne did assure us he can still marry anyone in EDUCT if they 
wish! It is hoped that this very evident broad, interdisciplinary support 
for the geography fund will encourage others to contemplate 
organizing the funding of similar scholarship or bursary funds in other 
disciplines. The membership has agreed at EDUCT's last AGM, 
however, that, first, we should get the EGCF fully funded. Once that is 
accomplished, and in the event that there is not another immediate 
initiative to fund another scholarship in another specific discipline, we 
will embark on launching a general scholarship and bursary fund, 
untied to any discipline. 

There will be further listings of donors in later newsletters. Those who 
have already given and to whom we extend sincere thanks are:  

• Two anonymous donors. 
• Margaret Bain, M.B.Ch.B., 1961; 

Obstetrician & Gynaecologist 
(Retired); Cobourg, Ontario. 

• Jacques Bernier, Ph.D., 
Geography,1974; retired, 
Département de géographie, 
Université Laval, Québec. 

• Martin Brook, B.Sc. (Hons.), 
Geography, 1973; Financial 
consultant; San Francisco. 

• Fiona Bruce, M.Sc., Geographic 
Information Science, 2001; Business 
Development Manager; Toronto. 

• Grant Buchan-Terrell, visiting student 
1973-1974 in Economics Jr. Honours; 
Business Attorney; Oakville, Ontario. 

• Howard Cappadocia, P.G.C.E. in 
Geography & History, 1998; Social 
Science Department Head at Loretto 
Abbey; Toronto. 

• William J. Carlyle, Ph.D., Geography, 
1970; Professor, Geography 
Department, University of Winnipeg, 
Winnipeg, Canada, since 1970, and 
his wife, Isobel P. Carlyle, Ph.D., 
Geography, 1977; retired sessional 
lecturer in Geography at the University 
of Manitoba and the Canadian 
Mennonite University in Winnipeg. 

• Gavin Clark, B.Sc. (Hons), 
Microbiology, 1963, Ph.D., 
Microbiology, 1966; Retired, 
Department of Molecular Genetics, 
University of Toronto; Toronto. 

• Fiona Cowles, M.A. (Hons.), 
Geography, 1960; Career – 
cartographic publishing, educational 
research, and municipal director of 
parks and recreation, now retired.  
Volunteer activity: trail development, 
heritage conservation, community 
planning; King City, Ontario. 

• Victoria Crewe-Nelson, LL.B. (Scots), 
1999; Barrister and Solicitor, Legge & 
Legge; Toronto. 

• Winifred Czulinski, M.A., 1943; Retired; 
Toronto. 

• John Donnelly, M.A. (Hons.), 
Geography, 1962; Local Government 
Planning (retired); Huddersfield, 
England. 
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• Kirsty Duncan, Ph.D., Geography, 1993; Member of 
Parliament, Etobicoke North. 

• Leonard J. Evenden, Ph.D., Geography (Urban), 1970; 
Professor (retired), Department of Geography, and 
sometime Director, Centre for Canadian Studies, Simon 
Fraser University; Burnaby, British Columbia. 

• Fionna Ferguson, B. Ed., Geography / History, 1975; 
Teacher; Caledon, Ontario. 

• Harry Stewart Ferguson, graduated in Electrical Engineering 
/ Physics, Royal College of Science and Technology / 
University of Strathclyde, 1956; CEO, Glenroy Resources Inc. 
and Mac Capital Inc.; and President of the Sir Walter Scott 
Society, University of Toronto; Oakville, Ontario. 

• Laura Gass, M.A. (Hons.), Scottish Literature, 1998; 
Communications Officer, University of Toronto; and, Ian 
Boreyko, M.A. (Hons.), Philosophy, 1997, (Brock University); 
Locate Supervisor, Aecon Infrastructure; Hamilton, Ontario. 

• Joshua Gillespie, M.A. (Hons.), Politics, 1994, M.B.A., 1998; 
Manager of Project Finance, Algonquin Power Income 
Fund; Toronto. 

• Donald J. Gillies, M.A. (Hons.), Economic Science, 1962; 
Honorary Professor, UHI Millennium Institute, and Professor 
Emeritus, Ryerson University; Toronto. 

• Janette Hannah, M.A. (Hons.), Geography, 1962,  Dip. Ed., 
1963;  Teacher (retired);  Grantham, N.H.,  USA. 

• Rosemary Haworth-Booth, M.A. (Hons.), Fine Art, 1969; 
Curator, Prints and Drawings, Victoria and Albert Museum 
(retired); London, England. 

• Ellen McNiven Hine, M.A. (Hons.), French, 1953; Associate 
Professor Emerita / Senior Scholar, York University; Toronto. 

• William Howard, Ph.D., Geography, 1973; Professor 
Emeritus, City and Regional Planning, California 
Polytechnic State University; San Luis Obispo, California. 

• James Hunter, M.A. (Hons.), English, 1973; Chartered 
Accountant, Partner KPMG LLP; Toronto. 

• David Kemp, M.A. (Hons.), Geography, 1965; Ph.D., 
Geography, 1970; Professor Emeritus, Lakehead University; 
Thunder Bay, Ontario. 

• Susan Knox, Ph.D., Geography, 1982; Monitoring and 
Evaluation Officer, CESO (International Development); and 
her husband, Peter Leenaars, M.Sc. Business Studies (now 
known as M.B.A.) 1979; Supervision Division, Office of the 
Superintendent of Financial Institutions Canada ("OSFI"); 
Toronto. 

• Alan G. Macpherson, M.A. (Hons.), Geography, 1950; 
Professor Emeritus, The Memorial University of 
Newfoundland, Retired, 1993; residing in St John's.  

• Linda Mason, M.A. (Hons.), Geography, 1967; Retired from 
publishing; Toronto. 

• Liz McBeth, M.A. (Hons), French, 1994; Manager, IT and 
Marketing, Armour Valve Ltd.; Toronto. 

• John McComb, B.D.S. (Bachelor of Dental Surgery) 1968; 
Head, Oral Medicine and Oral Pathology, Faculty of 
Dentistry, University of Toronto; Toronto. 

• Ian F. McGregor, D.B.A., 1976; Business Analyst; Canadian 
Tolling Company International Inc.; Burlington, Ontario. 

• John D. McNeil, M.A., (Hons.), Political  Economy, 1956; 
Retired Chairman and CEO Sun Life Assurance Company 
of Canada; Toronto. 

• Joseph J. Mendoza, D.D.S., 1962; Dentist; Toronto. 
• Rev. Bill Middleton, B.D., 1963; Minister, Armour Heights 

Presbyterian Church; Toronto. 
• Simon Miles, M.A. (Hons.), Geography, 1962; Consultant on 

public policy and international development; Toronto. 
• Jose Luis Moreno, M.B.A., 1991; Sales and Development, 

DuPont Canada; Stoney Creek, Ontario. 
• Graeme Morton, M.A. (Hons.), 1989, Ph.D., 1993, Economic 

and Social History and Sociology; Professor and Scottish 
Studies Foundation Chair, University of Guelph; Guelph. 

• Vasiliki Papadopoulos, M.Sc., Philosophy, 2003; Director of 
Government Relations and Strategic Communications - 
GO Transit, Toronto; and her husband, Keith T. Kacsuta, 
M.Sc., Social Research, 2003, Community Justice Program 
Coordinator - John Howard Society; Toronto. 

• Eric Ross, Ph.D., Geography, 1962; Professor Emeritus of 
Geography, Mount Allison University, New Brunswick; 
Sackville, N.B. 

• Catherine Smith, M.A., History, 1944, Dip. Ed., 1946; Retired; 
Toronto. 

• Peter J. Smith, Ph.D., Geography, 1964; Professor Emeritus of 
Geography, University of Alberta; Edmonton, Alberta.    

• John K. Stager, Ph.D., Geography, 1962; Professor Emeritus 
of Geography, University of British Columbia; Vancouver, 
B.C. 

• D. R. Fraser Taylor, M.A. (Hons.), Geography, 1960, Ph.D., 
Geography, 1966, F.R.S.C.; Distinguished Research Professor 
and Director, Geomatics and Cartographic Research 
Centre, Department of Geography and Environmental 
Studies, Carleton University; Ottawa. 

• Rev. Donald Warne, Ph.D., Theology, 1958; Retired teacher 
of English; and his wife, Hester Warne; Whitby, Ontario.   

• J. David Wood, Ph.D., Geography, 1962; Professor Emeritus, 
Senior Scholar, Atkinson School of Social Sciences, York 
University, Toronto; Egbert, Ontario. 

• Noel Wright, B.Sc., Pharmacology, 1963, M.B.Ch.B., 1965: 
Associate Professor (retired), Nephrology, Faculty of 
Medicine, McMaster University, Hamilton: and his wife, 
Claire Wright (née Dilworth), Teacher (retired); Hamilton, 
Ontario. 
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The Royal Forth Yacht Club B
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ell Rock Race of 1951 

By Kim Krenz 

Kim Krenz earne
Chemical Physics, in 1955. He was an ICI 
Research Fellow at the Department of 
Natural Philosophy. He then followed a 
career primarily in nuclear physics in Can
We will have more on Kim in our next issu
when we introduce you to his memoirs that
have just been published. You may also wi
to check out his web site, www.krenz.ca, 
which is full of fascinating information and 
stories. 

I came to the University of Edinburgh from Deep River, Ontario, in 

rth Yacht 

as a 

 was a tub-shaped 

s. 

ke 

cook 

1949, four short years after World War II. Grim as things still were at 
that time, my wife, Kate, and I fell in love with Edinburgh and with 
the Scots almost immediately. Among the many friends we made 
was Ogilvie Pentland, a well-to-do wool merchant, then living in a 
handsome flat overlooking the Botanic Gardens. Thanks to the 
Pentlands, Kate and I had an introduction to a stratum of Edinburgh 
society seldom experienced by students at the University. 

Ogilvie had recently become a member of the Royal Fo
Club. The Club kept its fleet of dragons, gairlochs and dinghies in 
Granton harbour, and maintained a Clubhouse on Primrose Bank, 
overlooking the Firth of Forth. Ogilvie had just bought a spanking 
new, marconi rigged, R.N.S.A. 14-foot dinghy, "Sula," and took me 
on to teach his daughters how to sail. I do not remember many 
hours of instruction, but Kate and I sailed "Sula" in almost all of the 
R.N.S.A. dinghy races put on that year by the Royal Forth. "Sula" was 
not only faster than the other dinghies in the fleet, but she could sail 
a few degrees closer to the wind. Therefore, Kate and I consistently 
won races, our prowess being duly reported in the Scotsman. 

Ogilvie was delighted with this publicity, and lauded me 
champion sailor. It was he who proposed that we should sail in the 
annual Bell Rock Race, a race starting at Granton, going out into 
the Firth and up the Fife coast to the Bell Rock and back. This was 
an overnight trip for yachts that had sleeping quarters. Ogilvie had 
a friend who, he said, would lend us his yacht for the race. He was 
away in Glasgow on business and would not be back in time. I 
suspect that I was beginning to believe Ogilvie's hype about my 
abilities as a sailor. At any rate, I agreed to go. 

On the day of the race I saw our yacht. She
converted Dutch fishing boat, about thirty-five feet overall, single-
masted, with a huge, gaff-rigged mainsail and two foresails. She 
was stoutly built. Her bowsprit had the dimensions of a tree trunk. 

The cabin was roomy and well 
appointed. There were two large 
bunks and a galley in the stern. 

Ogilvie had arranged for Addy, the 
Club's boatman, to go with u
Another friend, a non-sailor, had 
volunteered to cook for the expedi-
tion. We were a motley crew. I am 
sure the wife of the owner wept 
apprehensively as she saw us off. 

The race started at ten in the 
morning, when we could ta
advantage of the out-going tide. 
We made good time in spite of mild 
headwinds. The boat was simply 
rigged, with no mechanical aids. 
Everything, including raising the 
monstrous mainsail, had to be done 
by hand. The breeze picked up as 
we came out into the Firth. By 
raising the boom with the topping 
lift, and taking its weight off the 
mainsail, we could make the sail 
balloon slightly, catching more 
wind, and we were soon bowling 
along in fine style. However, the 
reality of our situation was brought 
home to us when a 22-foot Vertue 
class cruiser, sailed by a member of 
the Forsythe family, passed us as 
though we were standing still. 

We were beginning to feel the swell, 
too, from the North Sea. Our 
came rushing out of the cabin with 
a face the colour of pea soup, and 
was guided to the leeward shrouds, 
to which he clung in desperation 
while giving all to the heaving sea. 
Fortunately, we discovered in time 
that he had left a pot boiling in the 
galley. He later retired to one of the 
bunks, where he stayed for most of 
the trip. We ate bread and drank 
milk, for he could not bear to go 
near the galley.   (Continued 
on page 9) 
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Bradley’s Birthday Bash Benefits Bursaries 

A well-aged Paul Bradley was the cause of a jolly good time at the 
wife Kim, and his two 
, all seen in the photo 

as redounded to the benefit of 
the University. He suggested to his guests that if they wished to give 

ou just want an excuse for a good party, all you  have to 
do is call Heather Wallace at the University at ++ 44-131-650-9639. 

century. 

celebration of his first half century. Paul’s 
charming daughters, Charlotte and Georgia
with Paul, organized a splendid party at the top of the Manulife 
building in Toronto on a sunny Sunday afternoon in October.  Many 
friends, great music, spectacular views and scrumptious food made 
for a fabulous time. The Mayor of Toronto, David Miller, and his wife 
dropped by to wish everyone well.   

As someone who recognizes that he has no room for any more “stuff” 
in his life, Paul took an initiative that h

him something, they should consider making a donation to the 
University of Edinburgh’s Scholarships and Bursaries Fund. Seemingly, 
this went down very well with his friends and the University is all the 
richer for it. 

If this idea appeals to you, as you contemplate a big-number birthday 
looming, or y

EDUCT wants to thank Paul and his family for this generous initiative 
and to wish him the very best for the next half of that ever-ageing 

The Royal Forth Yacht Club Bell Rock Race of 1951              (continue

We cont

d) 

inued in this manner for most of the day until sunset, when 

to switch on the 

d in it while 

the wind increased rapidly to a fierce squall. We managed, with 
great difficulty, to pull down two reefs in the huge mainsail, and 
struck one of the foresails. Addy proved to be worth his weight in 
gold. I had been at the wheel for most of the trip, and was 
beginning to stumble with fatigue. At Addy's insistence, I went 
below to the other bunk, stretched out and slept the sleep of 
exhaustion. I was awakened briefly to hear shouts and a crashing 
sound as the boom swung around. Addy must have jibed around 
the rock, for the sound of the bell was loud and clear.  There were a 

few more shouts, and the boat 
settled into a new course, the wind 
dying down as rapidly as it had 
come up. I am ashamed to say that 
I went back to sleep, once assured 
that we were taking in no water. I 
woke a few hours later to find that 
we were drifting in a calm that 
persisted until sunup. Addy and 
Ogilvie were still on deck, though 
very sleepy. I sent them below and 
tried to make some progress in the 
absence of wind. There was no 
breakfast, for there was still a swell 
that kept the cook in his bunk. 
Ogilvie made a pot of tea in the 
Galley. Tea never tasted so good as 
it did that morning. 

The sun rose on a beautiful day, 
with only a suggestion of an off-
shore breeze, hardly enough to get 
our Dutch hulk moving. We 
struggled with it until noon. I then 
made the decision 
marine engine and motor the rest of 
the way. We spent the remaining 
time making everything ship-shape. 
We chugged sheepishly into 
Granton harbour at about three in 
the afternoon. The owner's wife had 
seen us from the Clubhouse, and 
came down to the harbour to 
welcome us. She was so relieved to 
have the boat back that she did 
not chide us for breaking the rules 
and using the engine. 

We were, of course, out of the race. 
Forsythe had come in hours ahead 
of us, but there were still stragglers 
out in the Firth. I had a wonderful 
hot bath when I got back to our flat 
in Bruntsfield. I soake
telling my story to Kate, both of us 
laughing over the futility of it all. This 
is the first time the story has been 
told again. 

{9} 



EDUCT News  January 2009 

New Member/Member News 

Until he retired five years ago, 
Gavin Clark was an Associate 

cial group.  He obviously 

ked very well.  Marie, who graduated from 

e welcome him to EDUCT. 

ected as Liberal M.P. 
 the October 

2008 election. Kirsty had a 

o

 of. Dr. 

e class that took 
-29, 2008, at the 

Professor in what was then the 
Department of Medical 
Genetics and Microbiology 
(and is now the Department 
of Molecular Genetics) at the 
University of Toronto.  Gavin 
grew up in Scotland where he 
was a pupil at George 
Watson’s before going on to Ed
B.Sc. in Chemistry and Biochem
B.Sc. in Microbiology in 1963, 
College, in Microbiology, in 1966.  This Ph.D. involved him in working 
with bacterially-induced tumours in plants. 

His Canadian career started in Edmonton, where he did his post-doc. 
in soil science, with a focus on another odd group of bacteria; these 
ones move around as a coordinated so

inburgh University to graduate with a 
istry in 1961,  followed by an Honours 
and a Ph.D. from the Agricultural 

learned from his subjects and moved on to Toronto, where he joined 
the School of Hygiene, in 1968, to conduct research on, and to teach, 
microbial physiology.  Not to be outdone by industry, the Department 
of Microbiology went through no fewer than seven mergers and de-
mergers during his tenure.  

It was in Toronto, at a year-end dance at the RCYC, on a decidedly 
unscientific blind date, that he met his wife-to-be, Marie.  They both 
report that experiment wor
the University of Victoria, B.C., in History, is still very active as a fee-only 
investment adviser.  

Gavin has already agreed to give us a talk on developments in his 
field, something we hope to take him up on in the autumn.  It is with 
great pleasure that w

Kirsty Duncan Elected 

EDUCT congratulates Dr. Kirsty Duncan 
on her being el
for Etobicoke North, in

clear 
margin of victory over her nearest 
opponent.  Yet, like any first-timer 
entering politics, she could not believe 
it until it was over.  Kirsty has made her 
debut as an M.P. in what must surely 
be the most extraordinary of 
parliamentary sessions in decades. 
With her experience in health (and 
inted Associate Critic for Health under 

Mr. Dion. It may well be that her 
assignment may change under Mr. 
Ignatieff. She has promised to keep 
us informed on life as an M.P.  

Kirsty graduated from Edinburgh with 
a Ph.D. in Geography, in 1993.  She 
was not the only Edinburgh graduate 
running.  There were at least two 
others whom we have learned
Sean Godfrey was also running for 
the Liberals, in his case for the 
Oshawa seat.  Dr. Godfrey 
graduated from Edinburgh, in 
medicine, in 1991. And Dr. Qais 
Ghanem was running for the Green 
Party, in Ottawa South. He 
graduated from Edinburgh, also in 
medicine, in 1964.  Both gentlemen 
were running for the first time. And 
although they failed to get elected, 
EDUCT both congratulates them on 
having the courage of their 
convictions to commit themselves to 
the grueling experience of an 
election and encourages them to 
give it a second try.  

1993 MBA Reunion 

Magda Kepfer reports that she had a 
very enjoyable time at the reunion of 
the 1993 MBA full-tim
place September 26
Edinburgh University Business School.  
Those participating in the commem-
oration of the 15th anniversary of their 
graduation are pictured below. 
Magda is to be seen in the second 
row, second from left.   

 

climate change) she was app
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Appreciations 

by Willadean Leo 

"His [George Drummond's] virtue lay not merely in 
his intense pride in Edinburgh, but in his gradually 
unfolding vision of where its future lay: a great 
university, a world-famous medical school with its 
own teaching hospital, a cultivated professional 
population. That, essentially, is Edinburgh today." 

James Buchan. Crowded with Genius – The Scottish Enlightenment: Edinburgh's 
Moment of the Mind. New York: Perennial/HarperCollins, 2004. 

Buchan begins with a flat, brook-no-contradictions statement: "For 
near fifty years [1745-89], a city that had for centuries been a byword 
for poverty, religious bigotry, violence and squalor laid the mental 
foundations for the modern world." And he proceeds to explain how 
and why this came to be so. Changes in the city's ancient landscape 
began gradually, and then leaped forward with a rush: stagnant lochs 
were drained, bridges were built, and new streets and buildings, 
carefully planned to answer contemporary tastes and needs, rose on 
the fields north and south of the Old Town that climbed along the 
ridge leading from Holyrood Palace to Edinburgh Castle. At least as 
dramatic was the change in the mental landscape of the inhabitants, 
embodied in not one or half-a-dozen individuals, but an astonishing 
galaxy of talent who made enormous changes in virtually every field 
of human endeavour: political, economic, social, intellectual, 
educational, religious, scientific, architectural, and cultural.  

Genius bubbled, boiled, and burst out into the awareness of those 
living far beyond the capital. "David Hume, Adam Smith, William 
Robertson, Adam Ferguson and Hugh Blair were the first intellectual 
celebrities of the modern world, as famous for their mental boldness as 
for their bizarre habits and spotless characters." Like celebrities in all 
ages, they had their groupies, who included Benjamin Franklin, 
Voltaire, and Princess Romanovna Dashkova. Nor were the natives 
ignorant of the brilliance in their midst, and they were duly awed and 
extremely thankful. One correspondent to the Scots Magazine in July 
1763 compared Edinburgh to classical Greece, Augustan Rome, Louis 
XIV's France, and Queen Anne's England, and then rhapsodized: "I 
pour out my heart with the utmost gratitude to Providence for giving 
me a being in this illustrious period." Yet the brilliance had its dark side: 
the diary of Lord Provost George Drummond, progenitor of the New 
Town, reveals "a life of grinding financial difficulty, depression, terrifying 
religious doubt, heavy drinking, and aristocratic bullying." 

Buchan devotes his initial chapter to describing the city in which 
geniuses, groupies, and ordinary people all lived. Edinburgh in 1745 
consisted of the "Royal Mile," surrounded by lower streets such as the 
Cowgate, the extreme southern part of town where the university was 
(and is) located, and outlying villages such as Leith. The stage being 

set, the first to make an appearance 
during the fateful year of '45 are not 
Bonnie Prince Charlie and his 
Highlanders, but the officials and 
citizens of Edinburgh who had to 
cope with their arrival and its 
consequences.  

Opening with a military action that 
irredeemably changed the nature of 
Scotland, Buchan goes on to dissect 
philosophical assaults of reason on 
traditional religious doctrine and 
conventional beliefs about human 
nature, and concludes his broad and 
breathtaking survey with a 
description of Robert Burns, "the man 
of feeling" who was the height of 
Edinburgh "fashion" for a brief season. 
In between he discusses develop-
ments in manners, mores, morals, 
money, and much else. Broad 
movements are linked with personal 
effort, achievement, and failure, 
rendered in a sprightly but thoughtful 
style. Quotations from the great and 
the obscure offer contemporary 
reaction to what was happening 
around them, and telling anecdotes 
illustrate the impact of individual 
character against entrenched tradi-
tion. Irresistible is the story of how the 
celebrated Hume, picking his way 
across the drained North Loch below 
what is now Princes Street, ignomin-
iously tumbled into a bog. He was 
rescued by a fish-wife, who demand-
ed as her price that the (in)famous 
atheist recite the Lord's Prayer.  

The epilogue is dominated by Sir 
Walter Scott, who "catapulted 
Scotland and its ancient capital into 
the romantic centre of the world, 
where they have stayed more or less 
ever since." This book is a fascinating 
explanation of how, and why, he 
succeeded. 
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Canadian Politics 101 

By John Krijgsman 

Recent months have been full of high political drama; which has also 
exposed an uncomfortable amount of ignorance about our political 
heritage and the “normal” workings of parliament. Particularly 
surprising has been the discussion regarding the possibility of a 
coalition. Most probably do not know that Canada’s first government 
was a coalition. Many also do not know that, like Stephen Harper, Sir 
John A. Macdonald faced a similar problem with his Governor 
General. In that case, the Governor General neatly presented the 
argument in favour of doing the Prime Minister’s bidding by saying, in 
effect, that he “could not decline the advice tendered to him by his 
ministers; that to do so and refuse to prorogue parliament would be 
tantamount to dismissing them from his counsels before they had 
been tried for the offence charged against them.” Our current 
Governor General thus acted in accordance with precedent, 
something I have yet to see pointed out. But, this is not the same as 
saying the government’s problem is resolved or that it does not need 
the support of a majority in Parliament.  

To clarify the issues involved, it is of help to review the works of the late 
constitutional expert, Eugene Forsey. In How Canadians Govern 
Themselves (www.parl.gc.ca website), he offers the following 
perspective on Parliamentary Government. 

“ITS ORIGINS 

Nova Scotia (which, till 1784, included what is now New Brunswick) 
was the first part of Canada to secure representative government. In 
1758, it was given an assembly, elected by the people. Prince Edward 
Island followed in 1773; New Brunswick at its creation in 1784; Upper 
and Lower Canada (the predecessors of the present Ontario and 
Quebec) in 1791; and Newfoundland in 1832. 

Nova Scotia was also the first part of Canada to win responsible 
government: government by a Cabinet answerable to, and 
removable by, a majority of the assembly. New Brunswick followed a 
month later, in February 1848; the Province of Canada (a merger of 
Upper and Lower Canada formed in 1840) in March 1848; Prince 
Edward Island in 1851; and Newfoundland in 1855. 

By the time of Confederation in 1867, this system had been operating 
in most of what is now central and eastern Canada for almost 20 
years. The Fathers of Confederation simply continued the system they 
knew, the system that was already working, and working well. 

For the nation, there was a Parliament, with a Governor General 
representing the Queen; an appointed Upper House, the Senate; and 
an elected Lower House, the House of Commons. For every province 
there was a legislature, with a Lieutenant-Governor representing the 

Queen; for every province except 
Ontario, an appointed Upper House, 
the Legislative Council, and an 
elected Lower House, the Legislative 
Assembly. The new Province of 
Manitoba, created by the national 
Parliament in 1870, was given an 
Upper House. British Columbia, which 
entered Canada in 1871, and 
Saskatchewan and Alberta, created 
by Parliament in 1905, never had 
Upper Houses. Newfoundland, which 
entered Canada in 1949, came in 
without one. Manitoba, Prince 
Edward Island, New Brunswick, Nova 
Scotia and Quebec have all 
abolished their Upper Houses. 

HOW IT OPERATES 

The Governor General (and each 
provincial Lieutenant-Governor) 
governs through a Cabinet, headed 
by a Prime Minister or Premier (the 
two terms mean the same thing: first 
minister). If a national or provincial 
general election gives a party 
opposed to the Cabinet in office a 
clear majority (that is, more than half 
the seats) in the House of Commons 
or the legislature, the Cabinet resigns 
and the Governor General or 
Lieutenant-Governor calls on the 
leader of the victorious party to 
become Prime Minister and form a 
new Cabinet. The Prime Minister 
chooses the other Ministers, who are 
then formally appointed by the 
Governor General or, in the 
provinces, by the Lieutenant-
Governor. If no party gets a clear 
majority, the Cabinet that was in 
office before and during the election 
has two choices. It can resign, in 
which case the Governor General or 
Lieutenant-Governor will call on the 
leader of the largest opposition party 
to form a Cabinet. Or the Cabinet 
already in office can choose to stay 
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in office and meet the newly elected House — which, however, it 
must do promptly. In either case, it is the people’s representatives in 
the newly elected House who will decide whether the “minority” 
government (one whose own party has fewer than half the seats) shall 
stay in office or be thrown out. 

 If a Cabinet is defeated in the House of Commons on a motion of 
censure or want of confidence, the Cabinet must either resign (the 
Governor General will then ask the Leader of the Opposition to form a 
new Cabinet) or ask for a dissolution of Parliament and a fresh 
election. In very exceptional circumstances, the Governor General 
could refuse a request for a fresh election. For instance, if an election 
gave no party a clear majority and the Prime Minister asked for a fresh 
election without even allowing the new Parliament to meet, the 
Governor General would have to say no. This is because, if 
“parliamentary government” is to mean anything, a newly elected 
House of Commons must at least be allowed to meet and see 
whether it can transact public business. Also, if a minority government 
is defeated on a motion of want of confidence very early in the first 
session of a new Parliament, and there is a reasonable possibility that a 
government of another party can be formed and get the support of 
the House of Commons, then the Governor General could refuse the 
request for a fresh election. The same is true for the Lieutenant-
Governors of the provinces.” 

Treasurer’s Report 

An interim financial statement for EDUCT for the year ended 
December 31, 2008 follows.  The final statement will be available at the 
AGM in May 2009. 

 

 

Membership Dues 

Annual subscriptions Annual 
membership fees for 2009 are due 
in January.  If you have not yet 
renewed, please send your 
cheque for $35, payable to 
EDUCT and marked 
“membership,” to  our Treasurer: 
 
Ms. Toni McGregor 
464 Scarlett Crescent 
Burlington  
Ontario L7L 5P1 

 

The Story Behind EDUCT 
“EDUCT” is intended to form the 
acronym for the Edinburgh 
University Club of Toronto. 
 
“Educt” is a word which means, in 
the language of chemists:  
 
“A body separated by 
decomposition from another.”  
 
In addition, there is “e-duct”, an 
electronic channel, which seems 
appropriate for all of our members 
receiving EDUCT News via e-mail. 

 

 

Tired of Telemarketers? 

John Krijgsman was looking for a way 
of reducing the number of calls from 
telemarketers.  He gives the CRTC’s 
national, do-not-call list system good 
marks.  He acknowledges that it does 
not work for every group.  Political 
parties still get through, for example.  
However, Boris the mover, with his 
prerecorded message that must 
have moved every household to 
slam down the phone, has moved 
on. Make your move: go to the 
following web site:   

https://www.lnnte-
dncl.gc.ca/insconf-regconf-eng

As at December 31
2008 2007

$10,366 $7,380
being:

$4,366 $2,380
GIC $6,000 $5,000

2008 2007
Income

0 0
2,129 2,234

  Events 7,479 5,097
  Interest 158 0

5
9,771 7,331

  Events 5,863 4,831
77 77
0 545

845 0

6,785 5,453

$2,986 $1,878

$7,380 $5,502
$10,366 $7,380

EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY CLUB OF TORONTO (EDUCT)
UNAUDITED ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2008

BALANCE SHEET
Total member funds

Cash in bank

INCOME STATEMENT

  Donations
  Membership Fees

  Bank Charges
Total Revenue

Expenses

  Bank Charges
  Donations to the University
  Sundry (Newsletters)

Total Expenses

Net Income

Opening Cash
Closing Cash
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 A Visitor’s Reminiscences – Part II 

The room was organized into a 
couple of rows of plain brown wood 
tables with benches, seating eight.  
The system was for two students from 
each table to go to a makeshift 
kitchen window (a bit of a 
desecration of the solid hardwood 
paneling), where amazingly 
congenial staff gave out trays of our 
entrées – spectacularly good food by 
university residence standards – no 
grey “mystery meat” here like there 
was twice a week via Beaver Foods 
at Queen’s University in Kingston.  No 
siree, we had roast beef, lamb, pork 
chops, stews (always wholesome and 
satisfying), fresh vegetables, and 
potatoes served several delicious 
ways (not fake powder potatoes!).  
Bread, butter and water were served 
up on each table. 

By Grant Buchan-Terrell 

14

Photo, right: Edward Salvorsen 
Hall is seen to the right of the 
imposing Church of Scotland 
Building at the top of the 
Mound 

Kind readers, this is the second 
installment of my riveting 
account of random 
adventures and observations 
whilst studying Economics Jr. 
Honours at Edinburgh University in 1973 - 1974 as a visiting (non-
graduating) student. 

I finished the first piece with my arrival at Edward Salvesen Hall, the 
award-winning (1967) renovation of a less than venerable slum (built in 
1697), a stone’s throw from Edinburgh Castle, at the top of High Street.  
As an ignorant but appreciative observer of architecture, the beauty 
of this University residence immediately and greatly impressed me.  
The soot from almost 300 years of air-borne coal effluent had been 
sand-blasted off sometime recently, allowing the lovely stonework to 
shine in the late summer sun. My downfall, and I can still taste them 

now, were the desserts.  Every supper, 
there was some kind of pie type of 
thing – like an apple crumble, but 
with nice, flaky pastry on top, in a 
pan. Every day, there was a different 
fruit filling with – and this was pure evil 
– fresh, real custard poured from 
huge water jugs. And when those 
were done, as they always were, in 
short order, our table representatives 
would automatically sprint back to 
the nourishment window to beg a fill-
up! As San Fernando Valley high 
school girls are wont to say, “Oh! My! 
God!”  It was sooo very good!  Sorry, I 
must pause here, I’m overcome …. 
just thinking of those custard-covered 
desserts. 

Inside an arched close that led one to an open courtyard, my home 
away from home became a strange and wonderful combination of 
new practicality and function, on the one hand, and ancient 
character and charm, on the other. There were worn, stone steps 
curling up narrow, circular stairways, short, black doors with rounded 
top edges and cast iron trim, spacious common rooms with 
contemporary furnishings and comfy broadloom, and vestiges of 
fireplaces that once heated up nasty gruels for the poor and 
miserable tenants, but which now floated, somewhat comically, half 
way up new white plaster walls. 

But that was nothing, nothing at all compared to the adapted 
cafeteria – formerly the main Assembly Hall of the Church of Scotland.  
We all-male undergrads shared this eating hall with the mixed male 
and female population of the Philip Henman grad residence, a 
somewhat civilizing arrangement for a boisterous and always 
famished collection of shavelings.  It was a high-ceilinged room, 
having carved, mid-brown oak walls rising to double our height or 
more, with the crest of every Church of Scotland family at the top of 
each of numerous sections.  I don’t recall if there were any windows in 
that room at all, but if there were, they must have been right at the 
top of the wall facing the Firth of Forth – certainly we had no view from 
same.  We didn’t need any view. 
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Board of Directors 
We invite your comments and 
suggestions at any time. Please feel free 
to contact any member of the Board of 
Directors with your comments and 
suggestions:  
 

Joshua Gillespie, President,  
(MA Hons 1994, MBA 1998), 416.835.7447  
Josh.Gillespie@algonquinpower.com  
 

Margaret Reid, Vice President,  
(MPhil 1995), 416.535.8501 x7802  
mmreid66@yahoo.ca 
 

Toni McGregor, Treasurer,  
(BA 1978), 905.637.9015  
tonimcg@cogeco.ca  
 

Simon Miles, Immediate Past President,  
(MA Hons 1962), 416.466.8793  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca  
 

Paul Bradley, Past President,  
(BSc Hons 1982), 416.464.9771  
pbradley@frasermackenzie.com  
 

Liz McBeth 
Communications,  
(MA Hons 1994), 416.697.9287 
liz@mcbeth-media.com 
 

 
Our thanks go out to: 
Liz McBeth for graphic design and layout. 

 

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni in 
the GTA? Please pass this on.  
 

EDUCT News is published three times a 
year in January, May and September.  
 

Please send submissions or ideas for 
articles to the Editor:  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca 
 

 


