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This is my last 
message as 
President. At our 
upcoming AGM, 
Josh Gillespie will 
assume the lead 
role. Thanks to 

your active participation, it has 
been an invigorating two years 
and EDUCT is very healthy. Since 
the last newsletter, we have had 
an entertaining Burns night, a 
fascinating talk on how the brain 
works, by Dr. Geoffrey Hinton, and 
a splendid Annual Dinner, at 
which we heard from Professor 
Charles Withers, Head of the 
Institute of Geography. To mark 
the Centenary of the Institute, we 
are establishing EDUCT’s first 
endowed fund. The broad base of 
support for this is remarkable.   
Looking ahead, Josh is organizing 
a golf game this summer and we 
have another tasting of Sir Iain 
Noble’s malts in November. More 
fall events are being planned. I 
shall remain on the Board and look 
forward to working with Josh in 
making these events stimulating 
and enjoyable. In signing off, I 
want to thank my fellow Board 
members and the Fundraising 
Committee, recently established 
under the leadership of John 
McNeil. Such support makes a 
world of difference. As ever, the 
bottom line message: EDUCT 
works only with your active 
engagement and financial 
support. Make a note now of 
upcoming events and, if you have 
not yet paid your membership 
dues, please see page 15 for 
details.  Enjoy the summer. 

Upcoming Club and Alumni Events 
 

Annual General Meeting and Tour of Green Roof 

When Sunday, May 25, 2008, at 11:00 am for the Tour and 11:45 am for the AGM 
Where The Think Tank Room, 4th Floor, 215 Spadina Avenue, Toronto 
Details Come to see this award-winning green roof and building.  The tour starts from the 

street-level lobby sharp at 11:00 am.  Please RSVP to let us know if you will be 
attending both the tour and the AGM or just the AGM.  If you are attending only 
the AGM, please be a little early, since we have to arrange for someone to come 
to get you from the lobby to take you to the fourth floor. 

RSVP Simon Miles, simon-miles@sympatico.ca 416-466-8793 
 

EDUCT Golf Game 

When This summer, but to be determined, based on information from interested players. 
Where Again, to be determined, based on suggestions. 
Details This event is in its early planning stage.  We know we have enough interest to 

proceed.  If you are interested, and have not already let us know, please RSVP. 
RSVP Joshua Gillespie, Josh.Gillespie@algonquinpower.com 416-835-7447 

 

Whisky Tasting 

When Friday, November 21, 2008 at 6:00 pm 
Where Downtown, but TBA 
Details This is a second opportunity to taste Sir Iain Noble’s fine whiskies, from his small, 

privately-owned company, Pràban na Linne, in Skye.  Those who missed last 
year’s tasting will be given priority, but you should mark this down now and RSVP 
to register your interest.  There will be a charge, yet to be determined, with 
proceeds going to Edinburgh University.  If you cannot wait, check out Té Bheag 
at the LCBO. 

RSVP Simon Miles, simon-miles@sympatico.ca 416-466-8793 
 
 

Message from the President 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
•  Up c o min g  C l ub  an d A l umn i  Ev en t s  
•  A nnua l  D i nn er  
•  ED UC T’ s  G e o gr ap hy  C e n te na ry  Fu n d A nn ou nc e d  
•  F r o m  Ed i nb u r g h  t o  Q u e e n’ s  
•  G eof f r ey  H i n ton  o n  Ho w th e  B r a in  Bu i l d s  M o de l s  o f  th e  Wo r l d  
•  Bu rns  N i gh tc ap En te r ta i n e r s  o n  To p  Fo rm   
•  Ed inb u r g h  i n  Wo r l d ’ s  To p  F i v e  f o r  R e s ea rc h er s  
•  N e w M e m b e r s  
•  A l u m n i  a nd  M em b er  N e ws  
•  A pprec ia t ions  
•  B o o k  R ev ie w:  A  Wa x i n g  Mo o n :  Th e  Mo d e r n  G a e l i c  R ev iv a l  
•  Ho w th e  Sc o t s  I nv en te d th e  M o d er n  Wo r l d :  A  Ch ea te r ’ s  R ev ie w 
•  A  Fam ous  Ed in bu r g h  S t ud en t  a t  th e  R O M 
•  E l i za b e t h  E wa n L e c t u r e  a t  E d i n b u r g h  
•  F r ench  R i v ie ra  R e nta l  Oppor tun i t y  
•  T r easu re r ’ s  Repor t  /  Memb er s h ip  Du es  
•  A re  Y ou  O n Our  L i s t?  

 

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni in Toronto? Please pass this on to anyone who might be interested. 
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EDUCT’s Annual Dinner 

by Simon Miles 

 
EDUCT geographers (left to right):  

Fiona Cowles, Fiona Bruce, Fionna 
Ferguson, Howard Cappadocia, 

Maggie Stachan, our guest Charles 
Withers, Simon Miles, David Wood, 

Kirsty Duncan, Susan Knox  
 

EDUCT’s Fourth Annual Dinner hit a new high with 61 of us coming 
out to hear Professor Charles Withers, Head of the Institute of 
Geography at Edinburgh, deliver a riveting talk on Geography: The 
Science of Integration.  The Institute is celebrating its Centenary this 
year.  Notably, the talk was very well received by non-geographers.  
As Jim Hunter, our first president and a student of English at 
Edinburgh put it, “Professor Withers is a star.  If someone like him had 
taught me geography at school, I might have paid better 
attention”.    

To elaborate on his theme of geography as an integrative science, 
Prof. Withers illustrated what is being done at the Institute, and why 
and how it is being done.  He drew on the work of his Edinburgh 
colleagues in their field work in such diverse locales as Nepal, 
Greenland, Iceland, Bolivia, Brazil, the Scottish borders and Leith.  
These illustrations, collectively, served to convey three narrative 
strands running throughout his talk: that, just as geography can be 
defined, literally, as “writing about the Earth”, it has many different 
practical applications; that geography, as a subject in its own right, 
has experienced fluctuating fortunes and different meanings in and 
outside of academia; and, that geography, in the academic and 
the public spheres, is seen as integrative and instructive.  
Geography is marked by its emphasis on: human society and the 
environment; on space, place and scale; on the use of integrative 
analytic methods; and on the relations between local, national and 
global space.  Withers opened a number of windows onto the 
world of geographers. 

His first window offered insights on the politics of conservation in 
Nepal, where considerations of culture, ecology, and economics 
have to be reconciled – all in a rapidly changing politico-
administrative environment.  Edinburgh’s geographers, led by 
Andrea Nightingale, are focusing on the characteristics of political 
and civil institutions that are emerging in Nepal for the sound 
management of the country’s forest resources.   

His second window opened onto 
the Institute’s work on climate 
change in Antarctica, Patagonia 
and Greenland.  In Greenland, for 
example, Peter Nienow and 
colleagues are moving beyond the 
recent Nobel Peace Prize work of 
the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change, that was based 
on an understanding of air 
temperature regimes.  The new 
work is analyzing the combined 
effect of air temperature regimes 
with the hydrological 
consequences.  Simply put, with 
melting, there’s also a greater 
capacity for the glacier to slide on 
its base as well as being diminished 
on its surface.  I have just heard that 
this is resulting in parts of the 
Greenland icecap moving at a 
speed of up to six feet per hour.  If 
this is not stopped, the sea level 
may rise over 20 feet.  

A third window gave us a look at 
the work of two human 
geographers – David Howard and 
Jan Penrose – on the Mela Festival 
in Edinburgh and how it helps 
society to appreciate how towns, 
such as Edinburgh, are made up of 
many different cultures – something 
that should be seen as natural, not 
as a threat and not something that 
needs the support of legislation.  As 
Withers noted, all this is taking place 
in a country that is enjoying a 
greater sense of social integration 
with its own government. 

Next, Prof. Withers introduced us to 
the work of Andrew Dugmore, who 
has developed the science of 
tephra-chronology – the dating of 
volcanic eruptions by their 
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chemical signatures and the geographic extent of the volcanic 
fallout.  He is using this science to inform the work of a multi-
disciplinary team looking at the Viking colonization of islands in the 
North Atlantic in order to better understand the circumstances 
under which threshold-crossing events happen and humans put 
unsustainable demands on their natural environments.  

Through a fifth window, Prof. Withers illustrated how the analysis of 
past records of environmental change can assist us in 
understanding the processes that shape present-day landscapes.  
Frank Mayle, a palaeo-ecologist, is looking at fossil grains within lake 
sediments and then inferring the nature of past plant communities.  
For example, he has been able to show how the Amazon rain-forest 
has shifted southward in the last 3,000 years.  

The next window took us back to Edinburgh, to Leith, and the work 
of Jane Jacobs (not Toronto’s Jane Jacobs) – a cultural 
geographer working on how residential high rises are perceived in 
different cultures.  In Singapore, they are symbols of modernity.  In 
other places, they may be seen as symbols of failed modernism by 
politicians and developers, but, for those living in them, life in the 
high rise carries with it a meaning and identity that translates into 
an attachment. 

The final window gave us an insight on the connections between 
climate variability and biodiversity.  Much of this work, looking at 
carbon dioxide exchange, is being pursued in the eastern 
Amazonian rain-forest because it is there that the rain-forest is more 
susceptible to other stresses arising from periodic, and increasingly 
frequent, drought.  

Prof. Withers pulled all of this together very nicely at the end.  For 
me, as a geography graduate, it was all second nature.  As Linda 
Mason, another geographer put it, “the speech was fascinating 
and echoed much of how I feel about the diverse role of 
geography in our daily lives”.  For Margaret Reid, a clinical 
psychologist, it brought forth the tribute that “were I much younger 
and deciding on my career I would be drawn to social geography. 
His description of his colleague's work in Leith really touched me”.  I 
think it fair to say that we were all very moved by this tour of the 
world of the geographer and thus very pleased that we at EDUCT, 
with the help of others across the country and elsewhere, are 
making a small contribution to sustain the work of Edinburgh’s 
geographers through the soon to be established EDUCT Geography 
Centenary Fund. 

EDUCT’s 
Geography 
Centenary Fund 
Announced 

by Simon Miles 

 

As a gesture of EDUCT’s appreciation 
to Prof. Charles Withers (pictured 
above) and as a way of celebrating 
the Institute’s big birthday, EDUCT’s 
Board had agreed to establish the 
EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund.  
It gave me enormous pleasure to be 
able to announce that, as of the day 
of the Dinner, we had already been 
successful in obtaining commitments 
for over $18,000 towards the capital 
for what is to be an endowed Fund.  
Since then, we have continued to 
move a little higher.  We are also 
approaching the private sector to 
match our individual donations.  A full 
list of donors will be published later, 
but I should like to thank everyone 
who has committed themselves to a 
contribution.  These donors come from 
across Canada, indeed the continent, 
to California, and from the UK.  I 
should repeat, for those who are still 
contemplating a donation, that every 
donation earns a charitable receipt 
from the University of Edinburgh, that 
the Canada Revenue Agency 
recognizes for tax purposes.  For those 
donors who have been wondering 
when to send in their cheques, we 
expect to be signing a Memorandum 
of Understanding with the University, 
on the Fund’s administration, this 
summer.  Once that is done, donors 
will be asked to send in their cheques 
to Edinburgh. 
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From Edinburgh to Queen’s 

By Professor John Grace, Head of the Institute of 
Atmospheric and Environmental Science, School 
of GeoSciences, University of Edinburgh 

I was greatly honoured to be the guest of 
Queen’s University, Kingston, Ontario, for two 
weeks in March.  My visit was supported by the 
Principal’s Development Fund, International 
Visiting Scholars category, of Queen’s University.  I wasn’t sure what 
to expect; all I knew was that I had to take six different 
presentations with me, and to expect audiences that ranged from 
young geographers in Kingston to researchers at the annual 
meeting of the Canadian Carbon Program in Calgary.  I was also 
told to pack my thermal underwear - it would be cold. Harry 
McCaughey, Professor of Geography, at Queen’s, was my 
excellent host, and he kept me straight.  In fact, I became lost only 
once on the Queen’s campus, and only once in the city itself. But 
there was no need to worry; helpful young Canadians came to my 
aid both times, rescuing me well before I froze to death. 
My talks covered various aspects of how forests interact with the 
climate system, and with greenhouse gases in particular.  In Europe, 
we have been trying for some time to find out how much of our 
fossil fuel carbon dioxide emissions are absorbed by forests. Europe 
has rather a lot of motor cars, although we’ve managed to export 
most of our heavy industry to Asia (where, incidentally, they emit 
huge amounts of carbon dioxide on our behalf).  We keep on 
revising our estimates downwards, but currently we believe that 7-
12% of man-made carbon dioxide emissions in Europe are re-
absorbed by European forests.  We are meantime working hard to 
set up a system of 30 tall towers that would sniff the European 
atmosphere and work out how much carbon dioxide and methane 
is being emitted, from where, and by whom.  Meanwhile in 
Canada, the search for the carbon sinks in the northern forests is 
going ahead at full pelt. Even those old forests are effective carbon 
sinks until forests fires or insect pests turn them into carbon dioxide.  

We carbon researchers feel a touch of guilt at traveling to other 
continents of course, as aircraft travel is a growing source of 
emissions.  A few years ago I had a young student who visited 
households all over Edinburgh.  She asked them to state their 
incomes and their travel; then she worked out their carbon dioxide 
emissions.  The result was simple: the more you earn, the more you 
travel, and therefore the more global warming you cause.  Urban 
myth states that most emissions are from taking children to school in 

gas-guzzling cars and shopping by 
car for frivolous items.  But it isn’t so; 
most of the emissions from 
professional people are related to 
work travel, and holidays abroad.  

Kingston is the sort of place, like 
Edinburgh, where one could 
happily stay a rather long time. And 
for university visitors from Edinburgh, 
there is another old tie.  As one can 
see from the illustration below, there 
is a striking similarity in the coats-of-
arms of the two universities.  This 
reflects the fact that Queen’s was 
founded by faculty from Edinburgh 
and modeled on the universities of 
Edinburgh and Glasgow.  

In my short stay in Canada I also 
visited Calgary and Montreal. 
Neither was as I imagined.  Calgary 
has boomed and I didn’t expect so 
many skyscrapers.  When I went to 
Montreal, to see Frank Berninger’s 
tree-ring research, Montreal 
seemed much more cosmopolitan 
than anyone had led me to 
believe. 

I returned home safely, with tales of 
deep snow, fine buildings, crazy taxi 
drivers and lively research. I’d like to 
thank Queen’s University for giving 
me a great opportunity to meet 
Canadian researchers and 
students, and Harry McCaughey in 
particular for his hospitality. 
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Geoffrey Hinton on How the Brain Builds Models of the World 

By Margaret Reid  

Geoffrey Hinton, second from left, 
welcomed to EDUCT by Simon 
Miles, Margaret Reid and Toni 
McGregor. 

 

On March 2nd, EDUCT members 
were richly informed and 
stimulated by Professor Geoffrey 

Hinton’s presentation about “How the Brain Builds Models of the 
World”. Professor Hinton received his doctorate, in artificial intelligence, 
from the University of Edinburgh in 1978 and has spent much of his 
academic career at the University of Toronto.  His work has been 
focused on building computer models – neural networks – to 
understand and simulate how the brain comes to make sense of all 
the information presented to it. It begins by recognizing patterns in the 
sensory data.   

Prof. Hinton initially explained how simple neural networks (Boltzmann 
machines) are able to learn the features of hand-written digits. For 
example, after repeated training or exposure to different kinds of 2s, 
the neural networks are eventually able to develop an archetype or 
set of rules of the defining features of a 2; this then allows such a 
network to correctly classify all the 2s presented to it. Once this was 
established, we were shown video footage of the machine 
generating its own examples of 2s. To my mind, these also seemed to 
be ‘memories’ of all the various 2s to which it had been exposed. We 
then discovered that these same machines could fantasize or create 
versions of 2s which had never existed or been presented to it before.  

The examples given brought to my mind the process of watching my 
young daughter begin by drawing undifferentiated scribbles then 
gradually, through many years of repetition, draw more distinct 
shapes, eventually generating better approximations to recognizable 
numbers, letters, and figures. 

From there, we learned of the impact of prejudice, having been only 
exposed to 2s, the networks, when presented with unfamiliar ‘3’s, 
continued to perceive, believe or want only to recognize a 3 as a 
version of 2. 

For me, as a psychologist, these examples seem to provide 
biomechanical support for the use of projective testing: how, when 
presented with abstract pictures, each one of us would apply our own 
idiosyncratic mind- or belief-sets to these data. 

Professor Hinton then went on to 
show us what more complex neural 
networks do when presented with 
words contained in thousands of 
documents (in the example: business 
documents). Having developed 
layers of meaning and extracted 
abstract semantic information, these 
networks are able to develop multi-
dimensional clusters of words or 
documents related to one another. 
Real-word applications of the 
mathematical formula are obvious: 
witness the seemingly impossible 
ability of Google or other search 
engines to extract, from millions of 
others, documents based purely on 
select keywords, as well as the more 
sinister applications used by our 
governments to find and trace those 
communications pertinent to their 
agenda.  

There are also obvious and intriguing 
lessons or applications of the 
information obtained from this 
modeling to teaching and 
education, especially in the 
acquisition of language(s).  Given all 
that was discussed and has been 
learned about how the brain builds 
models of the world, it seems to me 
that how we teach might benefit 
from the input of such lessons.  

The presentation was demanding for 
those with little or no higher 
mathematical or engineering skills, 
but intensely rewarding, and made 
accessible because of Professor 
Hinton’s manner and the amazing 
videotape of the neural network 
simulating the process of learning 
and thought before our very eyes! 
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Burns Nightcap Entertainers on Top Form 

EDUCT’s fourth annual Burns 
Nightcap event was a product of 
many members, and even our 
guests, mucking in with the 
entertaining.  Graham Ferguson 
kindly held off his trip to Europe to 
join his wife Fionna just to ensure 
we had the haggis piped in as it 
should be.  This year we ensured 
that we had a whole haggis 
worthy of being stabbed.  Josh 
Gillespie obliged by wielding a 
knife so large that he could have 
gored an ox.  As you can see from 
the photo, he is clearly looking 
forward to doing this again!  And 
he did all this while delivering a fine 
address to said haggis in the 
broadest of Scottish brogues.  His wife Alex assisted with the French 
interpretation for those unable to understand the subtler points of 
Josh’s delivery. 

Our hostelry, the Bow and Arrow, 
introduced us to the new, slow 
food.  To keep the pace going, we 
kept poems and addresses flowing.  
Graeme Morton, Director of the 
Centre for Scottish Studies, at the 
University of Guelph, provided us 
with a most erudite and amusing 
rendition of The Immortal Memory.  
Graeme told us that he had turned 
down the offer of a 300 person 
audience at the University of 
Toronto to be with us.  Obviously, 
there are some advantages to 
Edinburgh being number 23 in the 
world! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Josh Gillespie attacks  
the haggis 

Graeme Morton delivers The 
Immortal Memory 

Marion Jones gives us 
Scots Wha Hae 

Joyce Mounsteven 
shares a joke 

Rev Bill Middleton gives us 
three poems 
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Bryan Grimes enjoys A Man's 
a Man for A' That 

Joyce Mounsteven then led us into 
the spontaneous deliveries.  She 
started with a Scottish joke, with 
highly questionable links to Burns, but 
well worth the telling.  Her guest, 
Marion Jones, then gave us Burns 
“Scots Wha Hae”.  Bill Middleton 
followed with a splendid reading of 
three poems: Address to the Unco 
Guid; To a Mouse; and, To a Louse.  
And then Emily Bain’s guest, Bryan 
Grimes, had the time of his life giving 
us A Man’s a Man for A’ That.  He was 
greatly assisted in throwing light on this 
learned piece through the provision of a flashlight by our ever-
ready John Krijgsman.  

One of our barristers, Grant Buchan-Terrell, 
charged with the delivery of the Toast to 
The Lassies, had a fine time giving us his 
history of Scotland, doubtless with the 
intent of priming us for the Quiz to come.  
He then remembered the lassies, and was 
uncommonly nice to them.  Linda Mason, 
picked up on Grant’s genteel toast, and 
was equally gracious in her Response to 
the Toast, though with a subtle taste of a 
ribbing. 

We were then challenged by a Scottish 
Trivia Quiz, supplied by Fionna Ferguson.  It 
seems that many of the members did not 

study very hard while at Edinburgh and it took a time to unearth the 
winner: Ian McGregor.  Ian was awarded the Buchan-Terrell prize 
for Scottish Lit. – a copy of the new book “How the Scots Invented 
the Modern World” by Robert Herman and donated by Grant 
Buchan-Terrell.  Bryan Grimes went off with the ultimate loser’s prize 
– a handy bar of soap - to clean up his act.  All in all, a very good 
evening, once again. 

Edinburgh in World’s Top Five for 
Researchers 

The University of Edinburgh continues 
to receive top ratings from a variety 
of polling bodies.  In its annual global 
survey of scientists in research 
institutions, The Scientist magazine 
has ranked the University fourth in the 
global list of best places for post-
doctorate researchers to work.  The 
Scientist praised the University for the 
quality of its training and mentoring, 
guidance and career advice 
available to researchers.  The 
scientists involved in the survey also 
praised the networking opportunities 
available at the University and noted 
the high calibre of scientists and the 
positive atmosphere and community 
at the institution. 

A second survey supports this finding.  
In a survey of more than 80 
international institutions by the 
International Graduate Insight Group, 
known as i-graduate, Edinburgh was 
placed third internationally and first 
among the Russell Group of leading 
British research universities.  This year’s 
ranking is compiled from the largest 
ever survey of international students 
in the UK.  Questions covered issues 
such as accommodation and 
teaching.  At Edinburgh alone, 
thousands of international 
undergraduate, postgraduate and 
exchange students were surveyed.  
Students throughout the UK are 
questioned twice a year for this 
survey and the answers are 
presented to participating universities 
annually. 

  

Grant Buchan-Terrell 
toasts the 

lassies....eventually 
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New Members 
EDUCT Goes International:  
Drs. Niraj Varma and Poonam Bala join us from Chicago 

EDUCT's membership has been 
growing steadily in Southern 
Ontario as more people who 
have spent time at Edinburgh 
hear about us.  Particularly 
gratifying recently was the e-
mail from Dr. Niraj Varma, 
asking about membership.  
Niraj is living in Chicago just 
now.  He graduated from 

Oxford, and then Edinburgh with a MBChB in 1984.  He specializes in 
cardiology with a subspecialty in cardiac electrophysiology.  He has 
been practising and teaching in this field in the United States since 
1992, first at the Beth Israel Hospital, Harvard Medical School, secondly 
in Cleveland, Ohio, and currently as Associate Professor at Loyola 
University, in Chicago, while at the same time having a full time clinical 
practice. However, he expects to be returning to the Cleveland Clinic 
soon.  Niraj has spent time in Toronto before and was very happy to 
learn of EDUCT, especially given its range of activities.  He looks 
forward to being back here, to enjoy the nice cricket ground and to 
share fond memories of a wonderful university experience in 
Edinburgh.  He regards his time in Edinburgh, as a schoolboy, when his 
parents were training in medicine there, as an undergraduate and as 
a practising physician, as one of the most enriching during the course 
of his travels.  

Dr. Poonam Bala has been a close friend of Niraj since they met in 
1983.  She currently spends her time between Chicago and Delhi, 
where she is attached to Delhi University, as a Reader in Sociology.  
She has an MSc from Delhi University, an MPhil from Jawaharlal Nehru 
University, and a PhD in Sociology from Edinburgh (1987). She has 
pursued post-doctoral research at the Wellcome Institute for the 
History of Medicine (London), and at the Institute for Advanced 
Studies in the Humanities (Edinburgh) as an Honorary Fellow.  Her first 
book, Imperialism and Medicine in Bengal: A Socio-Historical 
Perspective (published by Sage, India, in 1991) is one of the first region-
specific books on the social history of medicine in a non-western 
setting.  Her second book, Medicine and Medical Policies in India: 
Social and Historical Perspectives, was published by Rowman & 
Littlefield/Lexington Books, in the US, in 2007.  She is now working on a 
third book, on colonial empires and disease, health and medicine.  

She is even talking about a fourth 
book, aimed at capturing her 
interactions and observations as a 
student and a teacher in diverse 
cultures over the past several years.  
Poonam is now a Canadian citizen, 
having spent time teaching at York 
University, before moving to Case 
Western Reserve University in 
Cleveland, Ohio, and then to Delhi 
and Chicago. 

Fiona Bruce went to Edinburgh from 
Queen's, where she obtained her BA 
in Geography. At Edinburgh she 
continued in that subject and 
received her MSc in Geographic 
Information Science in 2001.  Fiona 
has many family connections in 
Edinburgh; her parents are from there 
and her grandmother lives in Leith.  
On graduating, Fiona interviewed for 
a position at Ordnance Survey, the 
national mapping agency for Great 
Britain and the producer of the 
famous walking maps of the British 
countryside.  She started working for 
the agency, at its Southampton 
office, in January 2002 and there she 
met a chap called Will. They came 
back to Canada in September 2007 
and will marry this August. 

Fiona is now the North American 
account manager for Galdos 
Systems, a company that specializes 
in the delivery of geographic 
information and services through the 
internet.  If you would like to contact 
Fiona she can be reached at 
fibruce@gmail.com. 
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(New Members cont’d) 

Lewis Kelman joined us in March this year, 
having recently emigrated from Scotland.  
He graduated in Medicine from Edinburgh 
and had an active practice as a General 
Practitioner in various locales throughout 
the UK.  

Now he is starting a new career as a 
Financial Adviser working independently 
but under the massive cover of Primerica, 
a division of Citigroup.  He has already 
completed the necessary qualifications and is open for business.  His 
other interests are playing 12 string guitar and singing - badly - but with 
great gusto and with a wide repertoire. He can be reached by calling 
416 938 2616 or drop an e-mail to lewiskelman@primerica.com to 
schedule a visit and free comprehensive analysis of what he can do 
for you, friends or family. 

Alumni and Member News 

Kirsty Duncan Running for the Federal Liberals 

By Simon Miles 

Stéphane Dion, the leader of the Federal 
Liberal Party, has appointed Dr. Kirsty 
Duncan to be the Liberal candidate in the 
riding of Etobicoke North in the next federal 
election.  In making the appointment, Mr. 
Dion observed that Kirsty is an 
internationally-renowned health expert on 

pandemic influenza, global warming and the environment.  Kirsty is 
currently an Associate Professor, Health Studies, University of Toronto.  
She also sits on the boards of the Indigenous Cooperative on the 
Environment, the Scottish Studies Foundation, the St. Andrew’s Society 
and the Toronto Foundation for Student Success. 

Kirsty has been a very valuable member of EDUCT, from the earliest 
days, when she was a member of our founding Board. Given her 
background, I am convinced that she will bring to our Federal 
Parliament a wealth of understanding of such diverse issues as climate 
change and global health. I would like to think that, whatever their 
political persuasion, all EDUCT members will wish Kirsty well in the next 
election. She will, of course, be looking for financial support and any 
Liberal who can help should consider donating to her campaign. 
Details can be obtained by phoning Kirsty at 416-241-6326. 

Henri-Lee Stalk Awarded Doctoral 
Position 

Henri-Lee Stalk, 
who graduated 
from Edinburgh 
with an M.A. in 
Scottish and 
English Literature 
in 2004, has 
decided to 
pursue her 
doctoral studies 

in clinical psychology. She has been 
fortunate to be awarded a graduate 
position at the University of Hawaii. 
Her research will focus on improving 
mental health care treatment 
outcomes for native Asian Pacific 
Islanders. We extend our 
congratulations to Henri-Lee and trust 
that she will return to the colder 
climes of Toronto upon completion of 
her studies.  She has expressed every 
intention of remaining in touch with 
EDUCT in the interim. 

More on the Move for a Cause 

With summer coming, more EDUCT 
members are on the move – cycling 
or running for a cause.   

Vasie Papadopoulos has taken on 
the task of running 5K and raising 
$6,000 for The Arthritis Society’s "Joints 
in Motion Training Team”. The half-
marathon race takes place in Beijing, 
China, along the Great Wall, on May 
17th, 2008.  To learn more go to 
www.arthritis.ca/joints/ontario/vasiliki
papadopoulos.  

Liz McBeth will cycle 600 km from 
Toronto to Montreal and raise $2,200 
this July 27th for the Toronto People 
With AIDS Foundation. Learn more at 
http://my.e2rm.com/personalPage.a
spx?SID=1742659. 
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Appreciations 

by Willadean Leo 

"One question will inevitably be raised in 
the reader's mind at the end of all this, as 
indeed it was raised in my mind at the very 
beginning: what is a Scot?" 

Antonia Fraser, Ed.,  Scottish Love Poems: 
A Personal Anthology. Harmondsworth, 
Eng.: Penguin, 1976.  

Antonia Fraser answers her own question in the introduction to this 
admirable anthology, and the reply -- "To feel Scottish, as far as I am 
concerned, is to be Scottish" -- will delight some and infuriate others. 
However, her collection is almost certain to contain something that will 
enchant everyone who enjoys poetry at all. 

Fraser presents an eclectic choice of almost 140 poems spanning 
several centuries; it is impossible to say exactly how many since some 
older poems cannot be precisely dated, while the most recent were 
published only shortly before the anthology itself. The poets range from 
the familiar and expected (yes, Robert Burns is here, and the best 
represented of all those chosen except the ubiquitous Anonymous) to 
the slightly startling. Lord Byron -- well, yes, a Scot by birth and early 
upbringing even if he is irrevocably associated with literature further 
south. But who knew that James Hogg, author of the novel Private 
Memoirs and Confessions of a Justified Sinner, could and did write love 
poetry? The romantic Mary, Queen of Scots, is a natural inclusion; her 
second husband, the vapid and hapless Lord Darnley, and their utterly 
unromantic son, James VI, are not, although the contributions of both 
are creditable enough. There are several translations from Gaelic, 
and, as the editor notes, she has "deliberately chosen [works by] Scots 
not only by birth but by adoption." 

The number and variety of love poems produced by Scots (however 
they are defined) would make the task daunting enough, added to 
which must be the decision of how to organize them. Fraser has taken 
a pragmatic, although not prosaic, approach and divided them into 
21 categories. Some are straightforward (or as straightforward as 
anything related to love is likely to be): for example, "Celebrations of 
Love," which opens the volume, begins with Burns's comparison of his 
love to "A Red, Red Rose," but quickly moves into unexpected territory 
with Hugh McDiarmid's assertion that his love "is to the light of lights/As 
a gold fawn to the sun." "Wooings" and "First Love" lead, naturally, to 
"Longing and Waiting" and "Encounters." Perhaps the most unusual 

category is "Love in Abeyance." The 
concluding section focuses 
reassuringly on "Enduring Love." 

The reader is treated to the rollicking 
boldness of Sir Walter Scott's 
"Lochinvar," and taken aback by 
Sorley Maclean's image of the "the 
mild furious dogs of poetry,/wolves on 
the single track of beauty," who hunt 
the "deer of your beauty, calm and 
bright." "Romantics," such as King 
James I and Robert Louis Stevenson, 
are balanced by "Unromantics," 
including the titular speaker in Eric 
Linklater's "A Song for an Able 
Bastard" and, perhaps surprisingly, 
Robert Burns, who robustly states his 
preference for "a lass with a tocher" 
to one who can offer no more than 
beauty. Anonymous's delightful Lady 
Isabel counters the impossible 
demands of her would-be lover with 
equally impossible requirements, and 
pertly declares that "[I]t's I will keep 
me a maiden still,/Let the elfin knight 
do what he will." Equally decisive is 
the lady who roundly informs her 
crestfallen suitor (a "Faintheart") that 
"If you will not when you may,/You 
shall not when you will, sir." 

Not all the poems concern romantic 
love. McDiarmid's "Empty Vessel" 
poignantly describes a young 
woman "Singin' till a bairnie/That was 
nae langer there" and George 
MacBeth mourns his dead mother in 
"The Shell." Fraser believes that "the 
strongest passion of all in the Scottish 
breast is for Scotland itself," although 
only Kathleen Raine's "To My 
Mountain" hints at such a feeling, 
layered as it is with other meanings. 

Fraser speculates that Scotland "may 
regain, in the shape of voluntary 
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Scots, all the richness she has so long dissipated abroad to the benefit 
of other countries," and hopes that it may be "a modest portent, that 
this book was edited by one who reversed the process and joined 
Scotland from the south, by choice." Portent or not, she has compiled 
a little gem of a book, a sample of the "richness" we have all gained 
from the Scots. 

Book Review: A Waxing Moon 

by Donald J. Gilles 
Honorary Professor 
UHI Millennium Institute 

 
 

Arainn  Chaluim  Chille -  the  
Columba Campus - 1998, seen  

from the Sound of Sleat 
 

A Waxing Moon: The Modern Gaelic Revival, Roger Hutchinson, 
Edinburgh and London: Mainstream Publishing Co. (Edinburgh) Ltd., 
2005. A Gaelic version, Gealach an Fhàis: Ùr Bheothachadh na 
Gàidhlig by Chrissie Dick, written in collaboration with Roger 
Hutchinson, was published simultaneously. 

A Waxing Moon – the title is from Sorley Maclean’s poem A Waxing 
Mon above Sleat - is primarily the history of Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, the Big 
Barn at Ostaig, which is a village in Sleat, in the southern peninsula of 
Skye. The stone barn, part of a farmstead, and built in the 1820s, is still 
in use as part of SMO, as it is known, but much added to over the last 
35 years. From its simple beginning as a Gaelic library and language 
teaching centre SMO has become one of the thirteen academic 
partners of the UHI Millennium Institute, which is on its way to becoming 
Scotland’s fifteenth university – the University of the Highlands and 
Islands – later this year. SMO is also the National Centre of Excellence 
for Gaelic Language and Culture and has become the institutional 
core of Hutchinson’s modern Gaelic revival.    

In September 1773 Samuel Johnson and James Boswell spent a month 
in Skye, as they recounted in A Journey to the Western Islands of 
Scotland and The Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides. What they 
experienced and wrote about shaped the world’s view of the Western 
Isles – now the preferred name for the region – well into the twentieth 
century. Their influence resonates in, for instance, H.V. Morton’s 1929 
bestseller In Search of Scotland,  quaint and patronizing, with Gaelic 
speakers still seen as oddities in 1929 as they were in 1773. Roger 
Hutchinson begins with Johnson and Boswell in Skye, near Ostaig, and 
he tells a long, sad tale of the neglect and abuse of the language 
and its speakers that persisted into the 1940s, a history now fully 

documented and salutary to the 
revived culture of the 
Gaidhealtachd– the whole Gaelic-
speaking world. Hutchinson outlines 
the sparse support Gaelic received 
from public and private sources in 
education at all levels and in the 
media into the late 1960s, until Sir Iain 
Noble arrived in Skye in 1972. 

EDUCT knows Sir Iain as a generous 
whisky-maker who donated five of his 
whiskies to our tasting last December. 
As the book reveals, he is best known 
as the godfather of SMO and its 
subsequent prestige and successes. 
He owned the Big Barn and gave it to 
SMO, organizing the first planning 
committee that included the 
outstanding educator Dr. Farquhar 
Macintosh and Sorley Maclean, 
Scotland’s greatest bilingual poet of 
the twentieth century. 

In the most general of terms A 
Waxing Moon is about the relatively 
small number of committed Gaels 
and other Scots who worked for the 
future of SMO with a plan to preserve 
Gaelic.  Among them is Prince 
Charles as patron, who turns out 
kilted and all for his visits as befits the 
Lord of the Isles and Great Steward of 
Scotland –two of his many titles - and 
sundry other royals. Politicians have 
been part of the scene since before 
Scottish devolution in 1999. Three 
Conservative secretaries of state for 
Scotland, even in the Thatcher years, 
proved supportive in Parliament and 
with funding. All of Scotland’s first 
ministers since 1999 have involved 
themselves in some way with the 
image of SMO, as have two 
presidents of Ireland. Edinburgh 
graduate (and first student rector) 
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Gordon Brown as chancellor of the exchequer in Tony Blair’s 
government was a positive supporter. Donnie Munro, former lead 
singer of the Gaelic rock group Runrig and a former rector of 
Edinburgh University, was a great catch when he joined SMO as 
director of development. The most significant appointment in the 
history of SMO, however, was that of Norman Gillies, first as college 
secretary in 1983 and then as director from 1986. His energy, charm, 
charisma, and flawless Gaelic have been prime movers of the 
college. 

Over the years scores of academics and students from around the 
Gaelic world have studied the language at SMO and carried out their 
research in its splendid library. Journalists, broadcasters, and 
filmmakers have provided extensive coverage of the work of the 
college. Many of their interviews, and many of the speeches of 
politicians and officials, have been reported on or transcribed 
extensively by Hutchinson to provide the spirit and flavour of SMO’s 
development and future. An anonymous commentator has written, 
“Analytical, anecdotal and character-driven, A Waxing Moon is a 
narrative of heritage being rescued from indifference and 
despair…and tells a story that has implications for the future of all of 
Scotland and the UK, and wherever lesser-used languages face the 
modern world.” Hutchinson has expressed the hope that his book 
would pay tribute to the effort to establish and operate SMO and 
might “play some small part in keeping this important and beautiful 
living language alive.” By the time you read this I will have made my 
sixth visit to Sabhal Mòr Ostaig. When we next meet I hope to report to 
you that Roger Hutchinson’s good news is better than ever. 

By way of an epilogue, I should note that three significant historical 
events in the life of the Gaidhealtachd have taken place at SMO 
since this book was published. Dr Farquhar Macintosh, Chairman of 
the SMO Board of Trustees from 1991 to 2006, died last year. Dr. 
Norman Gillies, at SMO since 1983 and director since 1986, has 
announced his retirement for November 2008. And the most important 
development for Gaelic media in modern times has been the 
opening of the spectacular FÀS: Ionad Ghnìomhachasan Cruthachail 
is Cultarail (Centre for Creative and Cultural Industries), a state-of-the-
art production facility dedicated to Gaelic mediamaking, training, 
research and the arts. Maintaining the benign connection to 
Holyrood, it was opened by First Minister Alex Salmond. 

How the Scots Invented the Modern 
World: A Cheater’s Review 

By W. Grant Buchan-Terrell 

Let it be said that I share, in spades, 
the Scottish stereotype for practicality 
and directness, and more than a 
wee bit of independence.  Thus, let 
me observe at the outset that I have 
managed to get this far in life without 
taking on the burden of any 
legitimate book review.  However, 
once this third-generation Canadian 
with some middling Aberdeen roots 
makes a commitment, he always – 
well, most often, alright, usually - 
comes through on it. 

In a weak moment brought about 
from guilt (the wonderful motivator of 
man), I surrendered to the persuasive 
intonations of our tallish and 
dedicated EDUCT President, Simon 
Miles, to do a book review of this 
tome that I graciously donated to the 
Robbie Burns Night as the trivia 
contest prize - the above-described 
chauvinistically-titled book (if the 
author, Herman, is Scottish at all; if 
not, he is simply quite perceptive). 

I warned Simon that having to do a 
book review would certainly kill any 
joy for me in reading the subject 
work, whereupon he very kindly 
provided me with a copyrighted 
summary of the book written by Julie 
Lorenzen in 2005. 

With the copyright warning foremost, 
and my mature, quaint sense of 
integrity, I was then forced to actually 
create some original thinking, a strain 
I avoided in my freshman Classics 101 
course at Queen’s when I may have 
crossed the plagiarism line by 
referencing parts of the Foreword 
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and Introduction in order to analyze The Aneid.  I received a B+ on 
that effort, but I really think I should get some credit as it was put 
together after a two-hour nap following an evening of Burnsian 
inebriety at the end of a winter term.  And don’t condemn Queen’s 
for rewarding such academic shenanigans – my major was 
Economics. (I didn’t graduate from Edinburgh, I was just one of those 
visiting students from the Colonies). 

Now, where was I?  Oh yes, that book review thing.  What can I say 
that hasn’t been said so well already by Ms. Lorenzen?  If you’re now 
understandably thinking, “well, not much probably”, I can email you 
her chapter summary; it’s Scots-like in its succinctness, if not a lot of fun. 

Well, I dutifully read every word of the first couple of chapters about 
John Knox, factional genocide (really! one warlord attempted to wipe 
out those pesky MacGregors and Gordons entirely), and relentless 
political/religious strife.  It’s a good thing civilization has advanced to 
the point we don’t have to deal with that kind of thing now. 

Chapter two really did have more than a little tincture of a second 
year history text, on top of which I was quite distracted by a gripping 
Tom Wolfe novel, Mr. Hitchens’ latest and disheartening libretto, and 
an anthology of sorts on the work of Victorian economic theorist 
Thorstein Veblen, he being the identifier of “conspicuous 
consumption”.  Meanwhile, my deadline for this book review 
approached, with subtle urgings from Simon coming at me – or did I 
put that pressure on myself?  All of which brings forth one of my homey 
axioms: “People always do what they want to do, not what they say 
they want to do.” Reading this book was hard work.  I had no choice 
but to quickly scan the intervening pages, refer to Lorenzen’s summary 
again, and bounce to chapter 12 – it covers mechanical engineering 
and innovations, more my thing than raw history. 

I had always been reasonably proud of the inventions of Scotch, golf, 
curling and innumerable cholesterol-lowering oatmeal creations, yet 
Herman’s ultimate chapter saves the best to last with descriptions of 
many more Scottish inventions, innovations and accomplishments in 
the tangible fields, and I really do intend to read all of it – Chapter 12, 
that is.  With any luck and some extra effort on my part, I hope to finish 
the relatively breezy chapter 12 before the next full moon, and I can 
then do an “Addendum” (something I’ve always yearned to publish 
and then add to my CV), thereafter, if there’s anything to say about 
the book still left unsaid. 

Clearly, my dismissive review reflects more upon my shortcomings as a 
reader of serious history than the job done on the subject by the 
author, Arthur Herman.  For those with a taste for prosaic historical 
treatises on the Scottish journey under the yoke of the habitually-

reviled English, without the nuisance 
of any humour or whimsy, or even 
some common sarcasm, then this is 
the book for you! 

The Story Behind EDUCT 
“EDUCT” is intended to form the 
acronym for the Edinburgh 
University Club of Toronto. 
 
“Educt” is a word which means, in 
the language of chemists:  
 
“A body separated by 
decomposition from another.”  
 
In addition, there is “e-duct”, an 
electronic channel, which seems 
appropriate for all of our members 
receiving EDUCT News via e-mail. 

 

A Famous Edinburgh Student at the 
ROM 

Charles Darwin 
went to the 
University of 
Edinburgh in 
1825, at the 
age of 16, to 

study 
medicine.  

However, he 
was quite put 

off medicine by the surgery 
performed without the aid of 
anaesthetics.  He lasted two years.  He 
then went to Cambridge and 
graduated in 1831 with a general BA 
that included theology and 
mathematics.  In December of the 
same year he started out on what 
would become his famous five-year 
voyage.  For more on the life of this 
famous Edinburgh student, visit the 
Royal Ontario Museum this summer to 
see the Darwin exhibition. 
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Elizabeth Ewan Lecture at Edinburgh 

 

Dr. Elizabeth Ewan, University Research Chair and 
Professor of History and Scottish Studies at the University of 
Guelph, received her PhD from Edinburgh in 1985.  
Indeed, she is the third generation in her family to have 
graduated with a doctorate from Edinburgh.  Her father 
received his in Physics and her great-uncle received his in 
Divinity.  On 11 January 2008, she was back in Edinburgh 
to deliver a Royal Society of Edinburgh lecture to 
University of Edinburgh.  She has kindly provided a 
summary of her lecture for EDUCT members.  

Bravehearted Women and Men: Gendering the Scottish Middle Ages 

This lecture examined six medieval women and considered what it 
was that made them ‘heroic’, then suggested how their lives might be 
used to contribute to a modern sense of Scottish identity. It argued 
that what is needed in modern Scotland is not so much a sense of 
identity, but a sense of identities, multiple identities which can 
comfortably co-exist. Because of the circumstances of their lives, 
women are particularly suited to act as examples of this. Six examples 
were chosen from the over 1000 women included in The Biographical 
Dictionary of Scottish Women (2006). 

1) The military figure - ‘Black Agnes’ Randolph, countess of Dunbar 
(c.1310-65), heroically defended the Castle of Dunbar against an 
English siege army in 1338, when her husband was absent. Songs 
and stories about her entered popular culture. 

2) The saint - Saint Margaret, queen of Malcolm III (c.1040-93). A 
biography of Margaret written shortly after her death credits her 
with bringing the Scottish church more in line with the European 
church and celebrates her piety and care for the poor, as well as 
her focus on the education and upbringing of her children. She 
became a beloved figure, seen as the ideal of the good wife and 
mother, and as a patron of education.  

3) The political figure - Mary of Gueldres (c.1433-63), queen of James 
II. During her husband’s lifetime she was an active patron of 
building and religious orders, but when her husband died suddenly 
in 1460 she became an active political leader for three years and 
was recognized as such by contemporaries. Both she and St 
Margaret introduced foreign influences into the kingdom.  

4) The patron – Dervorgilla of Galloway (c.1213-90). She is best known 
today for her royal lineage which enabled her son John Balliol to 
become king in 1291, but there was much more to her story. She 
was founder of Balliol College, Oxford and Sweetheart Abbey in 
Scotland. Her life was spent not just in Scotland but also in England 

and possibly France and 
illustrates the permeability of 
geographical borders for 
individual identity. 

5) The poet – Iseabail Ni Mheic 
Cailean (flourished in the1490s), 
author of some of the earliest 
poetry by Scottish women. 
European influences on her 
poetry show how Gaelic 
Scotland was open to outside 
ideas and how individuals could 
move between Highland and 
Lowland cultures. She reminds us 
of the long tradition of Scottish 
women writers. 

6) The ordinary woman – Alison 
Rough (c.1480-1535), one of the 
many women whose husbands 
died at the Battle of Flodden in 
1513, leaving them to bring up 
their families alone. She was 
initially very successful in 
arranging her children’s futures, 
but in 1535 long-simmering 
tensions with her son-in-law burst 
to the surface and she and her 
daughter killed him. So we have 
an ordinary woman whose life 
may never have been noticed if 
she had not committed an 
infamous act – does she count as 
heroic? 

How can we use these heroic 
women to broaden ideas about 
Scottish identity? The very activity of 
studying their lives deepens our 
understanding of the Scottish past. 
Heroes can also be used to illuminate 
past attitudes – what were seen as 
appropriate roles for men and 
women in their own society? Looking 
at their lives can also illustrate the 
different ways in which power can be 
exercised. For example, women’s 
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political power was often exercised indirectly, through influencing their 
husband or family. Heroic women’s lives also remind us of the 
importance of families and networks – heroes do not always work 
alone. Finally, women are a particularly good example of the 
existence of multiple identities as their legal status changed as they 
moved from child to wife to widow and, in the case of high-born 
women, often from one country to another. Such figures can remind 
modern Scots that multiple identities can co-exist, e.g., 
Scottish/British/European – it is not necessary to choose between 
them. 

How should these women be studied and represented today? The 
traditional image of the Scottish hero is one which is more typical of 
men’s lives than women’s lives in the past. The modern images of 
Scottish identity tend to be masculine – kilted warriors, military castles 
and fortifications, the Highland soldier, the heavy industry of Clydeside, 
the Glasgow hard man. Perhaps we need to rethink the ways in which 
we define heroes and heroism and indeed national identity. These 
women remind us to think about how female experience can be 
included rather than excluded. We can also celebrate particular 
women in order to build up a tradition of female heroism as part of 
Scottish history.  We can bring such figures to popular attention, teach 
their stories in Scottish schools, new curriculum, creative literature, 
plays, film, songs. They can act as exemplars for our own time. St 
Margaret and Mary of Gueldres remind us that power is exercised in 
many ways, beyond the purely political. Dervorgilla’s patronage and 
Iseabail’s poems remind us of the importance of culture to a sense of 
identity. Black Agnes’s story cultivates a sense of loyalty to one’s 
country and one’s home. Alison Rough reminds us of the unsung 
heroism of ordinary women dealing with the consequences of war 
and defeat.  

But perhaps most important of all, these women’s lives demonstrate 
that a sense of identity does not have to consist of a single strand – 
with their multiple legal identities and often multiple nationalities, such 
historic women are good models for modern Scots in a multi-ethnic 
and culturally diverse modern nation. Many of their stories suggest that 
Scots in the past were open to foreign influences and ideas and that 
they welcomed newcomers; that outside influences were not to be 
feared and resisted but rather to be accepted; that different identities 
can be incorporated both within individual lives and within the 
broader sense of Scottishness; and that difference and distinctiveness 
can be celebrated rather than condemned. Not a bad lesson for the 
start of the twenty-first century. 

French Riviera Rental Opportunity 

Mike Bailey, who kindly hosted EDUCT 
members at a whisky tasting last 
December, is retiring to France.  He 
has alerted us to the fact that he and 
his wife Pat have a studio property on 
Golfe Juan, on the French Riviera, 
between Juan Les Pins and Cannes. 
It sleeps two.  He also has a villa, 
about 45 kms (and 45 minutes) 
inland, in the Alpes Maritimes, North 
of Nice.  It sleeps six, in three double 
beds.  Both of these properties he 
rents out.  The villa is set in very quiet 
countryside, with beautiful mountain 
views and has its own pool.  For 
further information go to 
www.holiday-rentals.co.uk and click 
on Europe.  The studio property # is 
72115.  The villa is # 12604. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Our Treasurer reports that EDUCT’s 
accounts as of 30 April 2008 show a 
balance of $8,796.26 (comprising a 
$5,000 GIC and $3,796.26 in cash in 
the bank). 
 

Membership Dues 

Annual subscriptions for 2008 are 
due in January. If you have not 
yet renewed, please send your 
cheque for $30 - payable to the 
Edinburgh University Club of 
Toronto - to our Treasurer: 
 
Ms. Toni McGregor 
464 Scarlett Cr. 
Burlington, Ontario, L7L 5P1 
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 Are You On Our List? 
We know of over 150 graduates in the Toronto area. Of those, we have the following members. 
As of April 30, 2008, we have 100 paid-up members. Based on privacy concerns, we have only 
published e-mail details for those members who have provided us with email contact 
information. The membership list is as follows. 

Dr. Vivian Abrahams A  

Board of Directors 
We invite your comments and 
suggestions at any time. Please feel free 
to contact any member of the Board of 
Directors with your comments and 
suggestions:  
 

Simon Miles, President,  
(MA Hons 1962), 416.466.8793  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca  
 

Joshua Gillespie, Vice President,  
(MA Hons 1994, MBA 1998), 416.835.7447  
Josh.Gillespie@algonquinpower.com  
 

Toni McGregor, Treasurer,  
(BA 1978), 905.637.9015  
tonimcg@cogeco.ca  
 

Paul Bradley, Immediate Past  
President,  
(BSc Hons 1982), 416.464.9771  
pbradley@frasermackenzie.com  
 

Anna Voineskos  
Member Activities,  
(B Arch. 1970), 416.964.6319  
avoineskos@rogers.com  
 

Margaret Reid, Director,  
(MPhil 1995), 416.535.8501 x7802  
mmreid66@yahoo.ca 
 

 
Our thanks go out to: 
Liz McBeth for graphic design and layout. 

 

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni in 
the GTA? Please pass this on.  
 

EDUCT News is published three times a 
year in January, May and September.  
 

Please send submissions or ideas for 
articles to the Editor:  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca 
 

 


