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As promised, this 
issue brings us 
more on three 
events not 
covered fully in 
our June issue: 
Harry Ferguson’s 

talk on Walter Scott, in a most 
perceptive piece by Henri-Lee 
Stalk, herself a student of Scott; the 
highly successful visit of Young 
Dawkins, Vice-Principal, 
Development; and, our story from 
Anna Voineskos, Architect, on our 
architectural tour. That brings us 
up to date.  

Looking forward, as you see from 
the upcoming events, your Board 
has been hard at work planning 
an eclectic mix of offerings 
designed to appeal to our varied 
interests.  We start the new season 
in a truly socially responsible way 
with an informative session on the 
big referendum question.  Join us, 
and cast an informed vote. We 
then appeal to your more 
everyday instincts with insights on 
the stockmarket, and help you to 
warm up for Christmas with a 
whisky tasting. Enjoy!   

Upcoming Club and Alumni Events 

The Ontario Referendum Question 

When Wednesday September 19, 2007, 6:00 pm to 8:15 pm 
Where The Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto 
Details Prof. Michael Johns, who worked with the Ontario Citizens’ Assembly on Electoral Reform,  will introduce us to the 

proposed option for a new electoral system in Ontario.  Prof. Donald Gillies (MA Hons. Edin., 1962) will report on 
how a very similar system in Scotland is working out. 

RSVP Simon Miles, simon-miles@sympatico.ca   416-466-8793 
 

Understanding the Stock Market 

When Sunday October 28, 2007, 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm 
Where The Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto 
Details Paul Bradley, (Bsc Edin., 1982), Chief Operating Officer of Fraser Mackenzie, an investment dealer in Toronto, will 

introduce us to contemporary developments in the stock market, identify the types of questions we should be 
putting to our advisers, and give us advice that should enable us to sleep soundly while remaining fully invested. 
Paul will not be providing advice on which stocks to invest in today. 

RSVP Paul Bradley,  pbradley@frasermackenzie.com   416-464-9771 
 

Whisky Tasting: Sir Iain Noble’s Malts 

When Friday December 7, 2007, 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
Where Fraser Mackenzie, 83 Yonge Street (Second Floor), Toronto 
Details Donald Gillies has arranged with Sir Iain and his Toronto agent for EDUCT members to taste some of Sir Iain’s 

famous malts.  Proceeds from the $25 charge will go to the Edinburgh University Campaign. Space is limited, so 
book soon 

RSVP Donald Gillies, dgillies@ryerson.ca    426-960-8326 
 

The 2008 Burns Nightcap 

When Thursday January 24, 2008, 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm (the night before Burns) 
Where TBA 
Details Chris Setchell, (MBA Edin., 1985), this year’s organizer, will combine the traditional with some new initiatives for 

our entertainment.  The Haggis returns. 
RSVP Chris Setchell, chris.setchell@yahoo.ca   416-544-0641 

 

How the Brain Builds Models of the World 

When Sunday March 2, 2008, 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm 
Where The Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto 
Details Geoffrey Hinton, (PhD Edin., 1978), Professor of Computer Science, University of Toronto, studied artificial 

intelligence at Edinburgh. He has spent much of his life on research into how the brain works. In addition to his 
PhD from Edinburgh, and in recognition of his contributions to his field, he was also awarded an honorary 
doctorate from Edinburgh in 2001. 

RSVP Margaret Reid, mmreid@yahoo.ca  416-535-8501 x7802 
 

EDUCT Annual Dinner 

When Friday April 11, 2008, 6:30 pm 
Where The Great Hall, The Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto 
Details Dr. Charles Withers, Head of the Institute of Geography at Edinburgh University, which will celebrate its 

Centenary in 2008, will be our after-dinner speaker.  He will introduce us to some of the more fascinating 
dimensions of the research being done in this very eclectic field, such as that on climate change. 

RSVP Simon Miles, simon-miles@sympatico.ca   416-466-8793 
 

Annual General Meeting and Doors Open Toronto Tour 

When Sunday May 25, 2008, 1:30 pm 
Where Details TBA 
RSVP Anna Voineskos, agvoineskos@rogers.com   416-964-6319 

 
 

 

Message from the President 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
• Upcoming Club and Alumni Events 
• Young Dawkins and the University Campaign Team 

Host a Reception in Toronto 
• Harry Ferguson Reveals Scott’s Multifaceted Role 

in the Shaping of a Nation 
• Appreciations 
• The St Andrew’s Ball, 2007 
• Exploring Scottish Ancestry 
• Did You Play Hockey at Edinburgh? 
• Donald Gillies Joins the UHI Team 
• A Legacy to Edinburgh  
• Michael Cowles: “I told you I was ill” 
• Treasurer’s Report 
• The Annual EDUCT Building Tour: One King West 
• Sir Iain Noble, Bt., OBE: Gaelic Activist and Whisky 

Maker 
 

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni in Toronto? Please pass this on to anyone who might be interested. 
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Young Dawkins and the University Campaign Team Host a Reception in 
Toronto 

 

Evelyn Wallace (seated) chats to Fionna Ferguson, Chris Valley Ban talks to 
Jane Hunter, and Simon Miles meets new member Laura Gass 

Young Dawkins, Vice-Principal Development and Alumni, hosted a 
reception in Toronto for over 50 alumni and guests on 14th June.   Liz 
Cooke, manager of Alumni Relations and Nick Oliver, the new Head of 
the Management School, were part of the visiting team from Edinburgh.  
Jim Hunter  kindly arranged for the event to be held in the Boardroom of 
KPMG, with its fantastic views of the lake and the city.   Jim introduced 
us to the speakers and Simon Miles, President of EDUCT, opened by 
briefly outlining the EDUCT activities and some of the anticipated 
upcoming events. 

Young brought very positive news of the Campaign’s development 
since its official launching last October.  Contributions are now coming 
in at about 7.5 million pounds a month. There is a long way to go to 
reach the target of 350 million pounds, but Young is very optimistic.   He 
introduced us to a number of the ambitious projects that are on the 
priority list for funding.   They range from the refurbishing of old buildings 
to the support of advanced research and the provision of scholarships 
and much more. 

Nick Oliver then provided a more 
in-depth look at the Management 
School, its history, its current 
operations, the plans for a new 
building by 2010 and his vision, as 
its new Head, for its future.  

By all accounts, EDUCT members 
had a thoroughly good time, 
meeting many new people.  Some 
alumni, such as Heather Woltman, 
came from as far as Ottawa.  
EDUCT membership enjoyed yet 
another boost.   
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Harry Ferguson Reveals Scott’s Multifaceted Role in the Shaping of a 
Nation 
 
By Henri-Lee Stalk 
 

 

(from left to right) Simon Miles, Willadean Leo, Harry Ferguson and Donald 
Gillies.  
 

On May 4th, the University of Edinburgh Alumni Club was fortunate to hear 
Harry Ferguson, President of the Sir Walter Scott Club discuss Walter Scott’s 
influential role in the development of Scotland as a nation. In contrast to his 
stereotypical image as a stiff, old conservative lost in an idealized past, Harry 
presented Scott as a forward thinking activist who used his persuasive 
penmanship to protect Scottish interests.  

Aware that Scotland would struggle for recognition against the weight of the 
much larger nation of England, Harry recounted how Scott employed a 
romanticized writing style, using his novels as politicized mediums to paint a 
lasting, glorified image of Scotland to stand against cultural English invasion. 
By introducing tartans and kilts as icons of Scottish nationalism, Scott 
popularized many of the emblems which are recognized around the world 
today as symbols of Scotland. Though Scott is well known for pioneering the 
historical novel (being the first to make a chronicle sweep of Scottish history 
(Tales of Scotland)), Harry also emphasized Scott’s key role in protecting 
Scottish banking.  

Harry cited that, from its inception, 
Scottish banking was always very 
different from English banking. 
Scottish banking enjoyed greater 
freedom by focusing on the needs 
of commerce, as opposed to English 
banking which faced greater 
restriction as a result of being both 
closely aligned with government 
and being responsible for lending 
money to the monarchy. 

Highlighting how important £1 notes 
were to the Scottish economy, Harry 
recounted how low value paper 
currency offered a reliable and 
convenient means of payment for 
the great number of less affluent 
Scottish citizens. In reaction to the 
failure of over sixty English banks and 
considerable public losses, an Act 
was passed in 1826 which prohibited 
the circulation of any notes under £5 
in England. Harry detailed how Scott 
galvanized a movement against 
adhering to the English banking 
approach. Foreseeing a calamity for 
Scottish banking, the author, writing 
under the pen name “Malachi 
Malagrowther”, drafted numerous 
letters and protest publications 
against the English banking move 
towards metals, famously 
proclaiming: “If you unscotch us you 
will find damn mysterious 
Englishmen”. At the insistence of 
Members of Parliament, the Press, 
Scott and other pamphleteers’, the 
government relented and did not 
apply banking changes to Scotland, 
thus allowing the nation to keep their 
note issues. Harry reiterated the 
importance of Scott’s stand against 
the banking moves, citing how the 
author’s actions have allowed for 
the freedom Scottish banking has 
today. There remains a different 
interlending policy between English 
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and Scottish banks and Scotland still maintains 1 pound notes in contrast to 
England’s 1 pound coins.  

Facing mounting debts and having used his beloved manor, Abbotsford, as 
collateral, Scott literally “wrote himself to death” passing away in 1832. Even 
after his death, his novels enjoyed great success allowing him to assuage his 
financial pressures and maintain his estate.  

Harry showed that Scott was not only an author and political activist but also 
a trail blazer. Scott understood the importance of environmental 
conservationism, planting trees was his obsessive hobby. He was also 
intrigued by scientific innovations enabling Abbotsford to be the first house in 
Scotland to have gas lighting. He summarized his captivating portrayal of the 
author’s life by stating that “Scott knew well what he meant about Scotland.” 

Harry concluded by stating that the life and works of Walter Scott persist in 
drawing great fascination because Scott forged and fought a path for 
Scottish national identity; a concept which continues to be hotly debated 
now. 

Henri-Lee Stalk graduated from Edinburgh University with a Master of Arts in 
Scottish and English Literature in 2004. 
 
Appreciations 

by Willadean Leo 

 

"This is the fascination of Perthshire, that every area has a tale to 
tell…." 

Archie McKerracher. Perthshire in History and Legend. Edinburgh: 
John Donald Publishers, 1988.  

And this book tells many of them.  McKerracher groups his anecdotes, 
descriptions, and speculations according to geography, beginning with the 

area near Strathfillan and Killin, 
extending through Glen Lyon into 
Balquhidder, down to the Trossachs, 
around Doune to Ardoch, and 
ending in Strathearn.  
Chronologically, he ranges from the 
era of the Picts and Romans into the 
19th century, with occasional 
glances into the 20th. His cast of 
characters includes kings, queens, 
nobles, lairds, burghers, peasants, a 
few saints, and plenty of sinners.  
Documented historical incidents, 
traditional folktales, and the author's 
ideas about some of the more 
dubious assertions belonging to 
Perthshire's past are all part of the 
mix.  

Here are a few samples.  

McKerracher describes in amused 
and delighted detail the career of 
Francis, "the Great Macnab", who 
cut a splendid figure during his visits 
to Edinburgh before his death in 
1816. He relates how a traveller who 
disturbed a coven of wildcats 
gathered to honour a huge black 
cat at the Stone of the Devil Cat in 
Glen Lyon was savagely attacked 
but managed to stagger to a (one 
supposes) nearby house…with a 
dead wildcat clinging to his back.   

And he offers an unlikely but not 
utterly implausible explanation for 
the persistent tradition that Pontius 
Pilate was born at Fortingall. I 
confess to a particular fondness for 
Fortingall, and was gratified that the 
hamlet's two other claims to fame, 
the huge yew tree ("the oldest tree 
in the world") and the plague 
mound, also merited inclusion. 

A number of Canadian 
connections appear. The Great 
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Macnab's nephew, Archibald, destined to become the 17th laird, was born 
at least a century too late to fill the role of Highland chief in the traditional 
manner that he clearly longed to assume. He inherited £35,000 of debt as 
well as the chieftainship, and creditors were unwilling to extend to him the 
same tolerance that they had given his uncle. He eventually abandoned 
his wife and six children and in 1823 fled to Canada, where he founded 
McNab township in what became Ontario and persuaded many of his 
clan to join him. Such was their discontent with their leader's high-handed 
behaviour that he was forced to return to Europe, and died his wife's 
pensioner in France. More cheerful (eventually) was the result of some of 
the enforced evictions of the 19th century, when many of those driven from 
Perthshire established Perth County in Ontario.  Their achievements were 
honoured by a memorial at Shakespeare unveiled in 1936 by the novelist 
John Buchan, Baron Tweedsmuir, at that time  Canada's governor general. 

Occasionally, one wishes that the author's easygoing style and casual 
organization had been tightened a little by a judicious editorial pencil, if 
only to leave more room for further discussion on the rise of the Campbells, 
or for descriptions of such surprising omissions as the epic battle between 
Clan Chattan and Clan Quhele, which forms the gripping conclusion of Sir 
Walter Scott's The Fair Maid of Perth. But these are minor faults in a pleasant, 
entertaining, and informative book.  

The St Andrew’s Ball, 2007 

by Pat Main, Vice-President, St Andrew’s Society 

 
The scene from last year’s ball 

 

Mark your calendars now for this 
year’s Ball, on 24th November 
2007, at the Fairmont Royal York 
Hotel. Four parties for the price of 
one!  Come and dance the night 
away!  Pipes!  drums!  dinner!  
dancing!  pageantry!  Bobby 
Brown and the Scottish Accent. 

There are THREE dance practice 
parties at Moss Park Armoury: on 
the evenings of November 6, 13 
and 20.  Join other ball attendees 
and learn or practice the dances 
in this year’s programme.  The 
doors open at 7.30 pm. with 
dancing beginning at 8.00 o’clock 
sharp. You will feel like part of the 
party when you get to the Ball.  
For the practices, dress is casual.  
The practice lasts about two hours. 
These are “no experience 
necessary!’ events, and lots of fun.  

The Ball, attended by about one 
thousand people, is one of the 
highlights of the Toronto season, 
with folks coming from Scotland 
and from the Carolinas to join us in 
celebrating St Andrew’s Day.  Co-
Hosts are the St. Andrew’s Society 
of Toronto and the 48th 
Highlanders of Canada.  

The festivities begin at 6.00 p.m., 
with dinner at 7.00 p.m.  Following 
the dinner there is the dancing.  
This is in two rooms: one for those 
who know and can dance the 
Scottish country dances in the 
programme, dancing to Bobby 
Brown and the Scottish Accent in 
the Ballroom; the other, for the so-
called ceilidh dancers, to the 
Pipes and Drums of the 48th 
Highlanders.  You will be able to 
see the value of attending the 
practices!  The evening ends with 
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an impressive display of highland dancing and a last blaw of the 
bagpipes from the 48th. 

Dress is formal, either Highland dress or Black Tie.  Tickets are $115.00 per 
person.  Contact the Fairmont Royal York about their discount rate for 
Ball-goers wishing to stay the night.   For Ball information and an 
application form, go to  www.standrews-society.ca and go to the page 
for the Ball.  Your completed form should be returned to:  

Michael Noble  
32 Northey Dr. 
Willowdale ON M4S 2H2 
Phone# 416.449.8070 
jmnoble@idirect.com. 

We expect to have at least one EDUCT table, so when you book your 
tickets asked to be placed at the, or one of the, EDUCT Tables.  We look 
forward to seeing you on the 24th November. 

 

Exploring Scottish Ancestry 

Pat Main, EDUCT member and Vice-President the St. Andrew's Society, 
has brought our attention to a workshop which the Society is sponsoring. 
The Ontario Genealogical Society, Toronto Branch and the Canadiana 
Department of the North York Central Library are co-hosting a one-day 
workshop on Scottish family history research, on November 10th, 2007.  

The workshop will be held at the North York Central Library Auditorium, 
2nd Floor, 5120 Yonge Street, Toronto.  It runs from 10 am to 4.30 pm, with 
registration beginning at 9.15 am.  Early bird registration is $30 

For more information please go to: www.torontofamilyhistory.org and 
click on the "Courses & Workshops" button or call 416 733 2608 or email 
info@torontofamilyhistory.org 

As the organizers note….whether you’re a seasoned family history 
researcher, or just starting to investigate your roots in Scotland, you’ll 
enjoy this information-packed day about Scottish records and how to 
use them to best advantage. Be sure to ask questions—and discover the 
wealth of knowledge available from our speakers and other workshop 
participants. 

 

 

 

Did You Play Hockey at Edinburgh? 

Edinburgh University Hockey Club 
has recently formed an alumni 
section.  If you would like to be part 
of this network, then please e-mail 
Beth Munro, in the Alumni Office, < 
beth.munro@ed.ac.uk > and she 
will forward your expression of 
interest to the club. 

Donald Gillies Joins the UHI Team 

Donald Gillies (MA (Hons) 1962) 
has been appointed an Honorary 
Professor of the UHI Millennium 
Institute in Scotland. This Institute is 
on track to become the University 
of the Highlands and Islands in 
2008. With its Executive Office in 
Inverness, it is a virtual university 
comprising fifteen Academic 
Partners – essentially colleges – 
from Perth in the southern 
Highlands to the Orkney and 
Shetland islands in the north, along 
with 50 local learning centres 
throughout the Highlands and 
Islands. Much of the work at UHI is 
carried out online. For the past 
several summers Donald has been 
studying Gaelic and researching 
Gaelic culture and literature at the 
Gaelic college of the UHI, Sabhal 
Mòr Ostaig, in Skye where he was 
born. He first studied Gaelic at the 
University of Edinburgh in a non-
graduating course, Elementary 
Celtic. He has written and spoken 
on aspects of the political 
economy of Gaelic culture in 
Canada and Scotland in recent 
years. His duties are loosely 
defined as ceremonial, social, 
consultative – he is advising the 



EDUCT News  September 2007 

{7} 

  Principal of UHI on fundraising in Canada and lending his experience in 
academic start-ups to the drive to full university status – and advancing 
the research culture of UHI, specifically working on the ecology of 
Gaelic media. He continues to serve as Professor Emeritus at Ryerson, 
Adjunct Professor in the Joint York-Ryerson Graduate Program in 
Communication and Culture, and on the Executive Committee of the 
McLuhan Program on Culture and Technology in the University of Toronto.    

A Legacy to Edinburgh  

By Joanne Finnie 

 

Joanne Finnie (left) and Wendy Hill of the Edinburgh Campaign team at the 
Carlyle Circle garden party at Abden House this year 

When I describe my job as Legacy Manager at The University of Edinburgh, I 
often hear comments about what is seen to be the rather depressing 
nature of my role.   Nothing could be further than the truth.  I have found 
working with graduates around the world as they consider a commitment 

in their will to the future of The 
University of Edinburgh truly inspiring. 
Equally, keeping in touch with 
family and friends of those who 
made a bequest and updating 
them on how their loved one’s gift is 
helping students and staff in the 
University today, is immensely 
rewarding.   

Often, we put off thinking about our 
own wills. After all, no-one wants to 
consider their own mortality.  But 
when we stop and truly consider 
what will happen to our estate, 
having taken care of our loved 
ones, it can raise many questions 
and opportunities to help the 
organisations which have had the 
biggest impact on your life long into 
the future.  For most people, making 
a will and planning bequests can 
be a hugely uplifting experience. 
One lady expressed to me her 
great relief at completing her will, as 
she felt her future gift was being 
entrusted to a worthy institution 
which would use it to benefit music, 
a subject she cares passionately 
about.   

People give to the University of 
Edinburgh for all sorts of reasons 
and many leave their bequest 
unrestricted for the University to use 
where the need is greatest in the 
future. Some have personal or 
family experience of a medical 
condition and would like to support 
research into its causes and 
potential cures.  Others have fond 
memories of the University library 
and their department and want to 
help improve and conserve its work 
for future generations.  Often, our  
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  graduates and friends want to help young people in the future benefit from 
an education like their own by supporting access bursaries and 
scholarships.  Our Canadian graduates may wish to help their fellow 
countrymen and women experience life and study in Scotland. As one 
graduate says: “As I grow older, I increasingly come to appreciate all the 
opportunities that being a student at Edinburgh opened up to me.  It’s a 
simple case of wishing to give something, however modest, back.”   

For everyone, it is a very personal decision and their bequest will provide a 
lasting memorial of their time at Edinburgh.  Everyone who pledges a gift in 
their will is invited to join our Carlyle Circle and their commitment is 
recognised in our annual donor listing.  

If you are considering a bequest or planned gift to the University of 
Edinburgh, please contact me as I would be delighted to help with further 
information and advice.  

Joanne Finnie, Deputy Director, Legacies & University Fundraising 

Development & Alumni 
Charles Stewart House 
9-16 Chambers Street 
Edinburgh EH1 1HT 
Scotland, UK 

Joanne.finnie@ed.ac.uk Telephone: 011 44 131 651 7131. 

Michael Cowles: “I told you I was ill” 

In late August we learned the sad news that Mike Cowles had died.  Mike 
was a Professor Emeritus of Psychology at York University.  He and his wife 
Fiona, a graduate of Edinburgh’s Geography Department, came to 
Canada in 1969.  Mike played a leading role in building the Atkinson 
College Department of Psychology, of which he was Chair in the 
‘Seventies.  Mike was encouraged to come over from the UK to join York by 
another Edinburgh graduate, David Wood, who, as one of York’s founders, 
had already established the Department of Geography at Atkinson.  

Those of us who got to know Mike through EDUCT will remember his very dry 
wit.  As Fiona remarked recently, he summed up his life as a Prof. at York as 
being “very much better than working!”   And his favourite take on death 
was Spike Milligan’s epitaph…”I told you I was ill”.   

Mike had to work hard to win the heart of Fiona, in as much as he faced 
some friendly opposition.  Maggie Strachan, another Edinburgh Geography 
graduate and a close friend of both Mike and Fiona, confessed that when 
she had first met Mike in a tight clinch with Fiona on the steps of Muir Hall, 
she wasn’t at all impressed with him.  She felt obliged to caution Fiona that 
she really didn’t approve of Mike.  Naturally, this made for a perfect 

challenge for a budding 
psychologist!  He graduated with 
honours on that one. 

One of David Wood’s early 
memories of Mike at Edinburgh was 
Mike’s deep involvement in the 
second-hand car market.  David 
had good cause to remember.  
Mike lent David such a car which, 
no sooner had it been taken for its 
first run by David, was impounded 
by the local constabulary on the 
grounds of its being a danger to 
society.  Fiona, ever prepared to 
come to Mike’s rescue, maintains 
that David actually had to assume 
some responsibility for the 
unfortunate outcome of this 
transaction.   

Mike and Fiona have retained a 
great affection for Edinburgh.  Mike 
received both his M.A. (Hons.) and 
his Ph.D. from Edinburgh and he 
spent 3 years as a lecturer in the 
Psychology Department there 
before coming to Canada.  They 
have kept in touch with friends 
there, most notably, since they may 
be known to other EDUCT members, 
with John and Halla Beloff, both of 
whom were in the Psychology 
Department.  He was also a lifetime 
member of the University Library.  
We shall remember him fondly. 

 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

Our Treasurer reports that EDUCT’s 
accounts as of 31 August 2007 show 
a balance of $6,843 (comprising a 
$5,000 GIC and $1,843 in cash in the 
bank).   
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  The Annual EDUCT Building Tour: One King West  

By Anna Voineskos, Architect 

 

Interior of the restored banking hall of the Dominion Bank Building 

Our 2007 Annual General Meeting was followed by the now traditional, 
guided tour of a historical or innovative building in the Toronto area. One 
King West offers both characteristics and is conveniently located across the 
street from the venue for our AGM.  The well known Canadian architect 
Stanford Downey, an old friend and colleague of mine, kindly agreed to 
give an introduction to his design before our visit. 

One King West is a 51 storey hotel-condo project in the heart of the 
financial district of Toronto.  It is built over a 12-storey landmark building, the 
Dominion Bank Building, constructed in 1914.  The focal point of this 
impressive project is the renovation of the historic headquarters of the 
Dominion Bank of Canada. The Great Banking Hall brought back a lot of 
memories to Eileen Jarman, one of our EDUCT members, whose first job was 
with the Dominion Bank, in this very same building, when, as a young 
graduate from Edinburgh University, she landed in Canada as a new 
immigrant from England.  

The renovation has been done meticulously.  From the incorporation of the 
51-storey tower structure into the existing 12-storey bank building, to 
inserting a structural steel network to update its earthquake resistance, to 
the threading of kilometres of sprinkler lines and the installation of modern, 
glass, fire separations to satisfy stringent, current life safety requirements, 
each of these undertakings has been accomplished with the utmost 

respect for the heritage fabric of 
the building.  Unfortunately, due to 
legal disputes between the owners 
of this building, some of the 
renowned facilities, such as the 
exclusive Dominion Club, appeared 
to us rather neglected. 

 

 

 

Aerial View of One King West 
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The new condo-tower stands at 51 storeys, or 176m, over the heritage 
building.  It holds two Canadian records: it is the tallest residential building in 
Canada; and it has the most slender height:width ratio. The rooftop, liquid-
tuned, sway damper has been installed to reduce impact of sudden wind 
gusts.  High density parking is achieved through the use of custom parking 
stackers that utilize the confined underground space to its utmost. 

One King West is a stunning addition to the Toronto skyline, using modern 
materials that emulate, without copying, the heritage building. Built on a 
site with extremely severe constraints, the architects and engineers 
demonstrated that, with structural innovation, cutting-edge engineering 
and technology, these constraints can be overcome. 

 

Sir Iain Noble, Bt., OBE: Gaelic Activist and Whisky Maker 

By Donald Gillies 

Sir Iain Noble, formerly a merchant banker, is now an activist for all aspects 
of Gaelic and the owner of a Scotch whisky enterprise. About 35 years ago, 
living in Skye, he decided to learn Gaelic, and has done so very 
successfully. He has campaigned for various Gaelic issues: road signs, 
communications in public service, Gaelic at work, and in education at all 
levels. When I talked to him in his office in Skye in June, he spoke of the 
importance of Gaelic in the playground – children speaking the language 
from an early age with their family, friends, and playmates. We also 
discussed Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, the Gaelic college in Skye, one of the 
Academic Partners of the UHI Millennium Institute of which I am an 
Honorary Professor. In 1973 he brought together writers, scholars and 
administrators to establish SMO and donated the farm steading – “sabhal” 
is “barn” – that became the college’s first site, still in use today. 

Sir Iain is strongly committed to encouraging enterprise in the Highlands and 
Islands, and seeks to hire Gaelic-speaking employees. One very successful 
undertaking is his Scotch whisky company, Pràban na Linne, founded in 
1976 at Eilean Iarmain – Isleornsay – in Sleat, in the south of Skye. The whisky 
distillery is on the mainland of Scotland and produces the single malt Poit 
Dhubh – “black pot”, a euphemism for a still. It is bottled aged 8, 12, 21, and 
occasionally 30 years; Te Bheag, another euphemism for a dram, among 
other meanings, is a premium blend, bottled aged 5 to 11 years; Mac Na 
Mara - “son of the sea” – is a lighter blend but like all of these Scotches, 
guaranteed to put a tilt in your kilt. 

I first met Sir Iain and his Canadian agent in February at a gathering of the 
Canadian Celtic Arts Association at St. Michael’s College in Toronto and 
had a chance to sample these whiskies. I discussed with his agent the 

earnest desire of EDUCT to support 
all aspects of Scottish development, 
especially in the Highlands and 
Islands, and offered up the 
membership for a whisky tasting. This 
was agreed to at once, with the 
proviso that it be limited to 20 
people. The whisky would be 
complimentary. When I mentioned 
this to Sir Iain in June, he said that he 
would see that his agent took care 
of us. The event is scheduled for this 
December.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Story Behind EDUCT 
“EDUCT” is intended to form the 
acronym for the Edinburgh 
University Club of Toronto. 
 
“Educt” is a word which means, in 
the language of chemists:  
 
“A body separated by 
decomposition from another.”  
 
In addition, there is “e-duct”, an 
electronic channel, which seems 
appropriate for all of our members 
receiving EDUCT News via e-mail. 

 
Annual Subscriptions 

Annual subscriptions for 2007 were 
due in January. If you have not 
yet renewed, please send your 
cheque for $30 - payable to the 
Edinburgh University Club of 
Toronto - to our Treasurer: 
 
Mr. Johan Krijgsman 
11 Crossburn Drive 
Toronto, Ontario, M3B 2Z3 
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Board of Directors 
We invite your comments and 
suggestions at any time. Please feel free 
to contact any member of the Board of 
Directors with your comments  and 
suggestions:  
 

Simon Miles, President,  
(MA 1962), 416.466.8793  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca  
 

Christopher Setchell, Vice President,  
(MBA 1985), 416.544.0641  
chris.setchell@yahoo.ca  
 

Johan Krijgsman, Treasurer,  
(MA Hons Econ 1971), 416.444.4719  
krijgsman@sympatico.ca  
 

Paul Bradley, Immediate Past  
President,  
(BSc 1982), 416.464.9771  
pbradley@frasermackenzie.com  
 

Anna Voineskos  
Member Activities,  
(B Arch. 1970), 416.964.6319  
agvoineskos@rogers.com  
 

Margaret Reid, Director,  
(MPhil 1995), 416.535.8501 x7802  
mmreid@yahoo.ca 
 

 
Our thanks go out to: 
David Fernandez 
(DLF RESEARCH ASSOCIATES INC.), who 
prepared this newsletter. 
  
And to Fraser Mackenzie Limited for their 
generosity in sponsoring this publication. 

 

 
 

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni in 
the GTA? Please pass this on.  
 

EDUCT News is published three times a 
year in January, May and September.  
 

Please send submissions or ideas for 
articles to the Editor:  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca 
 

 




