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EDUCT had an 
active Fall. 
Thanks to 
Jonathon 
Baker, we 
visited Theatre 
Passe Muraille 

to see Tom Walmsley's 
"Descent". Thanks to the 
University, we had drinks with 
the Rt. Hon. George Reid, MSP, 
at the National Club.  In 
Edinburgh, Paul Bradley and I 
attended the launch of the 
University's capital campaign 
(see article in this edition ). 
 
We then held our "satellite 
launch" of the campaign, using 
the evening as a brainstorming 
to explore what we, as a network 
of graduates, could do to assist 
the University fundraisers over 
the next five years. Despite 
awful weather and a last-minute 
drop in anticipated attendance, 
those who made it had a very 
productive meeting.  Our ideas 
are being fed back to Edinburgh 
on a continuing basis and I urge 
you to keep them flowing.  In 
June, we expect a visit from 
Young Dawkins, Vice-Principal, 
Development. It is up to us to 
assist the Edinburgh-based team 
to make that visit a success. 
 
In the interim, we have planned 
some excellent meetings. Mark 
your calendars now. And please 
renew your membership for 
2007 by sending your cheque for 
$30 to John Krijgsman (see back 
page). On behalf of the Board, 
best wishes for 2007. 

Upcoming Club and Alumni Events 

The 2007 Burns Nightcap 

When Thursday January 25, 2007, 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm 
Where Bow and Arrow Pub, 1954 Yonge Street at Davisville, Toronto 
Details Haggis will abound 
RSVP Anna Voineskos, agvoineskos@rogers.com 416-964-6319 
 
 
Talk by the Mayor of Toronto 

When Sunday February 25, 2007 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm 
Where The Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto 
Details Mayor David Miller will join us for tea and a cash bar.  His worship has

agreed to give us a talk on future plans for the City of Toronto. 
RSVP Anna Voineskos, agvoineskos@rogers.com 416-964-6319 
 
 
Talk by Dr. David Wood 

When Sunday March 25, 2007 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm 
Where The Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto 
Details Dr. Wood, historical geographer, Edinburgh graduate, Professor Emeritus

of York University will give us a talk on “Scots in the settlement of Ontario”
Coffee, tea, cookies, cash bar 

RSVP Anna Voineskos, agvoineskos@rogers.com 416-964-6319 
 
 
EDUCT Annual Dinner 

When Friday May 4, 2007  6:30 pm 
Where The Great Hall, The Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto. 
Details Harry Ferguson, President of the Sir Walter Scott Club will be our after-

dinner speaker.  His topic will be Sir Walter Scott. 
RSVP Anna Voineskos, agvoineskos@rogers.com 416-964-6319 
 
 
Annual General Meeting and Toronto Open Doors Tour 

When Sunday, May 2007 1:30 pm to 5:30 pm 
Where Details will be announced later. 
RSVP Anna Voineskos, agvoineskos@rogers.com 416-964-6319 
 

 
 
 

 

Message from the President 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
1. Upcoming Events 
2. Alumna Profile 
3. Edinburgh University Campaign 

Launched 
4. The Edinburgh Campaign 
5. Canadians in Edinburgh 
6. Philanthropy, Edinburgh and the 

Canada Revenue Agency 
7. Appreciations 
8. Treasurers Report 
9. Are You On Our List? 

 
Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni in 
Toronto? Please pass this on to anyone 
who might be interested. 
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Alumna Profile: Liz McBeth 

 

Liz McBeth on graduation day outside the McEwan Hall 
surrounded by her brothers and her future husband.  

Liz McBeth ( née Braff ) graduated MA from Edinburgh with honours in 
French in 1994.  Liz was born in Philadelphia but moved to the province of 
Quebec at the age of two months.  She attended a French language 
elementary school in Montreal which provided a solid foundation for her 
later study of French literature.  Liz’s secondary school years were spent in 
Toronto where she attended Havergal College.  Prior to proceeding to full-
time university studies, Liz spent her gap year in Oxford, where she resided 
at New College and met a young Scot by the name of Andrew McBeth ( 
about whom more later ). 

Liz started her undergraduate studies at the University of Pennsylvania, and 
transferred to Edinburgh where she completed her degree.  There is a 
family connection with Edinburgh University:  Liz’s maternal grandfather, the 
celebrated gastroenterologist, Frank Brooks, was a professor of physiology 
at the University of Pennsylvania Medical School who spent two years at 
Edinburgh in 1954/55 and 1974/75 working with Dr. Mary Pickford. 

One of Liz’s early memories of Edinburgh was passing Haymarket Station in 
a cab where a young man without the benefit of clothes was handcuffed 
to a lamp-post. Liz’s helpful cab driver explained that this is how some Scots 
celebrate a stag party. 

While Liz was at Edinburgh, she served as a volunteer for a pioneering 
project whereby homeless people were provided with “The Big Issue”, a 
magazine which they could sell in the street as an alternative to begging. 
She was also involved in EnGender, a group set up to promote the 
participation of women in government. 

Liz lived initially in Marchmont but then moved to Buccleuch Street which is 
about as close as you could get to the then department of French in 
George Square. 

On Liz’s graduation day, the 
aforementioned Andrew took 
the rather old-fashioned step of 
asking Liz’s father for his 
permission to marry Liz. Readers 
of this column will be pleased 
to hear that the paternal 
answer was given in the 
affirmative. Liz and Andrew 
honeymooned in San 
Francisco.  

Since then, Liz has obtained a 
MBA from the Rotman School 
of Management at the 
University of Toronto.  Her 
business and academic 
activities in Toronto have been 
many and varied. She is the 
Strategic Communications 
Director of McBeth Media Inc. 
Liz has co-authored a number 
of publications and won first 
place in the Zollverein 
International Business plan 
competition from among 60 
MBA and PhD teams in 2004. 
She has been associated with 
fundraising for the Multiple 
Sclerosis Society and a board 
member and advisor to several 
local non-profit organizations. 
We cannot fail to mention that 
Liz was also one of the 
founding directors of the 
Edinburgh University Club of 
Toronto; she was indeed the 
first designer and distribution 
manager for EDUCT News. 

In June 2007, Liz and Andrew 
will cycle nearly 880 km from 
San Francisco to Los Angeles to 
raise funds for Aids research 
and support services. Liz and 
Andrew are currently making 
plans to move to California 
where the weather is sunnier 
and where she hopes to 
reconnect with Edinburgh 
alumni groups active in that 
state. 
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Edinburgh University Campaign Launched 

By Simon Miles 

 

Our photograph shows ( left to right ) Simon Miles, President, EDUCT, Ian Russell, 
Chairman Edinburgh Campaign Board, Paul Bradley, Past President, EDUCT. 

Paul Bradley and I were able to be in Edinburgh for the formal launch of the 
University's fundraising campaign on the 6th and 7th of October 2006. For 
me, revisiting for the first time in 44 years, Edinburgh had become another 
world. And the University, forced by a much-changed governmental policy 
on the funding of post-secondary education, has had to change too. 
Hence the campaign: with a target of £350 million to be raised over the 
next five years.  

Our introduction to the campaign was a lunch with the Campaign Board in 
St. Cecilia's Hall, on Cowgate, a building housing the University's priceless 
collection of musical instruments. Lunch provided an opportunity for me to 
learn more about the making of Dolly the Sheep; the business meeting that 
followed was both full of uplifting facts (e.g., 10 would-be students for every 
university place) and a chance for the international guests to share their 
thoughts on the campaign. 

The reception and dinner that night, for 320 people, took place in a giant 
marquee squeezed into Old College Quad. Paul and his father-in-law, 
Ralph Mathieson, both donned their kilts -- just evident in the photo where 
we are joined by Ian Russell, Chair of the Campaign Board. Ian has been 
providing sterling leadership in working with Young Dawkins, Vice-Principal, 
Development, who has been recruited from America to run the campaign. 
By all accounts, they've been having considerable success with American-
style fundraising in Scotland. Dinner was preceded by a short film designed 
to convince us of the obvious -- that we had been to one of the world's 
best universities. Andrew Marr, a well-known broadcaster, albeit not an 

Edinburgh graduate, delivered 
a brilliant and witty speech that 
told us all sorts of things about 
our University that no one had 
bothered to tell us when we 
were there.  Did you know that 
the US Constitution owes its 
origins, in part, to Adam Smith's 
and David Hume's work?  That 
evening ended with Paul and 
me being called to the bar to 
chat with Ian Rankin. 

On the Saturday, we gathered 
in McEwan Hall, where we all 
had received our degrees 
years ago.  Prof. Tom Devine 
delivered a very stimulating 
lecture on the Scottish 
Enlightenment. He made 
plenty of references to the role 
of the universities, and not just 
Edinburgh.  This was followed 
by some excellent 
commentary from a media 
critic and two University 
faculties. It was a very effective 
illustration of what the University 
had to offer in terms of bringing 
different disciplines to bear on 
a common theme. It certainly 
was a reminder that one's days 
at Edinburgh had helped one 
to develop one's capacity to 
think. Tim O' Shea, the Principal, 
in his closing remarks to us at a 
lunch, was certainly to the 
point in making clear that 
Edinburgh wanted to be able 
to bring more people like Tom 
Devine to join the faculty so 
that Edinburgh could maintain 
its position as one of the best 
places in the world to obtain a 
real university education.  Now 
it is up to us to help make that 
happen. Do not hesitate to call 
me and other Board members 
with your ideas on what we 
can do to help the University 
with its campaign over the next 
five years. 
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The Edinburgh Campaign 

Text On Friday December 1, 2006, Club president, Simon Miles, chaired a 
small working group of eight alumni in a discussion of ways in which EDUCT 
could assist the University in its ambitious fundraising campaign. 

The meeting was held at the Arts & Letters Club courtesy of Professor 
Donald Gillies. 

The discussion was preceded by a screening of a 15-minute video 
presentation which had been produced by the University to showcase 
Edinburgh University as a centre of excellence in the 21st century.  Simon 
provided the group with an account of the inaugural dinner held in the 
quad of Old College at which EDUCT had been represented by Simon and 
Paul Bradley. 

The discussion attempted to identify individuals, corporations and 
institutions which might have a link to the University.  The object is to provide 
intelligence to the professional fundraising team at the University who will 
coordinate any approaches to prospective donors.  Simon told the working 
group that he expects Young Dawkins, the University’s vice-principal of 
development, may be visiting Toronto by June of this year. In the interim, 
Simon is encouraging all members with ideas on fundraising for the 
University to contact him. 

Canadians in Edinburgh 

 Adrian and Fiona Rawle  -  BA Royal Military College, Kingston and Ph.D. Queen’s 
University ,Kingston respectively  –  arrived in Edinburgh in August 2006. Here are their 
impressions of the City and the University ). 

 

We are currently living in Edinburgh as Adrian completes a one-year Post 
Graduate Diploma in Education at the University of Edinburgh. 

We arrived in Edinburgh in August in the middle of the Fringe Festival and, 
after a week in temporary accommodations, have been well situated by 
the university in a comfortable flat on Bristo Place near George Square.  The 
building we are living in was built in the 19th century, replacing one that 
was built in 17th century.  Our flat is on the edge of the Old Town, and a 

block away from the 
Meadows, where we walk 
every night. We are also across 
the street from the Museum of 
Scotland, a 30 second walk to 
Greyfriars, a 2 minute walk to 
Grassmarket, a 2 minute walk 
to the Royal Mile and a 5 
minute walk to the castle. We 
feel quite lucky in our 
surroundings, and we love the 
location. 

The city and surrounding area is 
rich with history and boasts an 
incredible number of 
fascinating attractions for 
anyone with even a moderate 
interest.  We have visited many 
of these and have enjoyed 
each of them very much.  Our 
most memorable forays have 
included Edinburgh Castle 
itself, a day trip to Stirling Castle 
and Bannockburn, another to 
Roslin Chapel, and weekend 
trips to the Isle of Skye in the 
North and the Tweed Valley in 
the South.  We have also 
enjoyed many walks to various 
parts of Holyrood Park, 
including, of course, Arthur’s 
Seat and the Salisbury Crags. 
Our weekend excursions have 
also included several walks, 
most notably to the Old Man of 
Stor, on Skye, and to the Eiden 
Hills in the Tweed Valley. 

We have also been enjoying 
the sporting scene here, and 
went to a Scotland vs. Australia 
Rugby match at Murrayfield. 
After a rousing rendition of 
‘Scotland the Brave’, sung with 
real enthusiasm by the whole 
of the packed audience, 
Scotland opened strong, 
scoring the first 10 points of the 
match in the first 5 minutes, 
however the larger Australian 
team came back to give the 
Scots a pounding.   

…continued on next page 
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The final score was 44-15.  The energy of the crowd was amazing, with 
painted faces and Scottish flags in evidence all around us.  The walk home 
was almost as interesting as the game with 65,000 rugby fans spilling into 
the streets and walking nonchalantly up Haymarket street to Haymarket 
Train Station and into the city – cars and buses couldn’t move and were 
trapped on the streets for at least an hour. 

The experience at the University thus far has been very positive, with the 
tutors proving enthusiastic and helpful and the course well organized and 
fairly intense.  Adrian has also been training and competing with the 
university karate team, who are the defending Scottish and UK champions. 

We’ve also been very impressed by how wonderfully friendly, warm, and 
helpful the people are here. We also like the animals – especially the hairy 
cows (or coos as they are referred to here!). 

We are now enjoying the festive spirit of the Christmas season as the 
Christmas festival has started on Princes street.  We have walked through it 
a couple of times and were reminded of home by an outdoor ice rink set 
up in the middle of the park.  Interestingly, and in contrast to the average 
Canadian rink, there were few hockey skates in evidence – most people 
sporting figure-skating skates instead. 

Although we miss Canada – especially our families, friends and the snow – 
we are thoroughly enjoying our time here. Thus far Edinburgh has 
exceeded our expectations in so many areas and we’ve been revelling in 
all there is to see around us. 

Philanthropy, Edinburgh and the Canada Revenue Agency 

Where in the Income Tax Act ( Canada ) is there is a specific reference to 
Edinburgh University? For our non-accountant readers, the answer is 
Schedule 8 of the Act.  

Before your eyes glaze over and your attention is diverted to EDUCT News 
features of more apparent interest, let me tell you that Schedule 8 of this 
statute enables Edinburgh graduates resident in Canada to do two very 
desirable things: 

(1) Provide financial support to the University 

(2) Legally reduce your income tax burden. 

Schedule 8 of the Income Tax Act lists certain foreign universities, including 
Edinburgh, which are treated as if they were Canadian universities for the 
purpose of allowing the full deductibility of donations when you file your 
Income Tax return.  The rationale for this policy of listing such foreign 
universities is that they accept Canadians as students and therefore 
provide a benefit to Canada. 

Here’s how it works. You send your donation to the University.  The University 
sends you a receipt.  You submit the receipt when you file your tax return.  

Let’s say you donate $100: if 
you are a resident of Ontario, 
and you pay tax at the top 
marginal rate, your taxes 
otherwise payable will be 
reduced by about 45% or $45. 

More importantly, you will have 
directed your charitable dollar 
to an institution to which you 
owe so much and in whose 
continued welfare you have a 
direct personal interest.  Give it 
a shot – you’ll like the feeling. 

Send your contribution to: 
The University of Edinburgh 
Charles Stewart House 
9 -16 Chambers Street 
Edinburgh, EH1 1HT 
United Kingdom 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Story Behind EDUCT 
“EDUCT” is intended to form 
the acronym for the 
Edinburgh University Club of 
Toronto. 
“Educt” is a word which 
means, in the language of 
chemists: “A body separated 
by decomposition from 
another.” In addition, there is 
“e-duct”, an electronic 
channel, which seems 
appropriate for all of our 
members receiving EDUCT 
News via e-mail. 
 

Annual Subscriptions 

Annual subscriptions for 2007 
are now due. 
Please send your cheque for 
$30 - payable to the 
Edinburgh University Club of 
Toronto - to our Treasurer: 
Mr. Johan Krijgsman 
11 Crossburn Drive 
Toronto, Ontario, M3B 2Z3 
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Appreciations 

by Willadean Leo 

 

And shall she get the richts o' it 
A diadem for the brou? 

Shall Scotland croun her ain again, 
This ancient capital? -- 

Or sell the thing for scrap? 
Or some yankee museum maybe? 
I'll be here bidin the answer…… 

-- Sydney Goodsir Smith 

Trevor Royle. Precipitous City: The Story of Literary 
Edinburgh.  Edinburgh: Mainstream Publishing Company, 
1980.   

Trevor Royle sets out to tell "the story of literary Edinburgh from its beginnings 
to the middle of the twentieth century," which also covers its historical and 
social development.  The first reference to "Dunedin" occurs in 160 A. D. in 
Ptolemy's Geography, although two later chroniclers confidently assert that 
the city was founded by King "Ebrauke" in 989 B. C.  Malcolm III Canmore 
(he of Macbeth) and his English queen, Margaret (she of St. Margaret's 
Chapel on Castle Rock), were the first rulers who made Edinburgh a place 
of importance.  During the fifteenth century the Stewarts chose the city as 
their capital, and mercantile prosperity and artistic creativity flourished in 
the sunshine of royal favour.   

So did the less attractive side of life, as robustly described by William 
Dunbar, "Edinburgh's first poet":  

May nane pas throw your principall gaittis 
For stink of haddockis and of scattis, 
For cryis of carlingis and debaittis, 
For fensum flyttingis of defame; 

Think ye not schame, 
Before strangeris of all estaittis 

That sic dishonour hurt your name! 

 

Not a pleasant picture, and it 
showed little improvement 
throughout the following 
centuries.  Nor did another 
cause of lamentation: the 
difficulty of earning a living with 
a pen.  Dunbar was the first, 
but not the last, to develop a 
love-hate relationship with the 
city. 

The literary trickle precipitated 
by Dunbar became a fast-
flowing burn during the first half 
of the sixteenth century under 
James IV and James V.  When 
Mary, Queen of Scots, returned 
to her native country from 
France in 1561, she won 
delirious enthusiasm from 
William Maitland, who hailed 
her as "Excellent Princes! Potent 
and preclair / Prudent, peerless 
in bontie and bewtie!"  He and 
a good many others were 
sadly disappointed by the 
disasters that befell their 
heroine, and George 
Buchanan was only one of 
those who devoted his literary 
talents to accusation and 
invective against her. 

With the Reformation 
triumphant the city became 
outwardly more austere, yet 
poetry went underground and 
continued in its course despite 
the Church's disapproval.  The 
"Castalian Band" who gathered 
around James VI (who, like 
some of his ancestors, wrote 
verses as well as fulminating 
against tobacco and 
discoursing on demons) 
poured out limpid song that 
mingled with traditional 
ballads.   

 
 
 
 
…continued next page 
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The departure of the royal family for London in 1603 and the wars that 
dominated much of the seventeenth century both had dolorous effects on 
literature.  The influence of the English language and the confusion of 
conflict put increasing pressure on Scotland's culture.  The works that survive 
tend to celebrate or bewail the causes and results of religious and political 
strife, and range from the doom-laden romanticism of James Graham, 
Marquis of Montrose, to the joyous renunciation of a sinful world by 
Covenanters on their way to execution. 

The Union with England in 1707 provoked a "cultural shock wave which 
reverberated down the century."  As if to emphasize Scottish claims to 
nationhood, a revival of interest in the literary past surged.  Allan Ramsay's 
riotous poems on Edinburgh's low life contributed amusing, highly coloured 
bubbles to the Scottish pool.  He was followed by a deluge of talent who 
helped to create the city's role as "Athens of the North" and then made it a 
centre of Romanticism: David Hume, Robert Ferguson, John Home, William 
Smellie, Henry Mackenzie, Robert Burns, Walter Scott, Archibald Constable, 
Thomas Carlyle, Francis Jeffrey, William Blackwood, John Gibson Lockhart, 
"Christopher North," James Hogg…the list is astonishing.   

The spate was checked somewhat after Scott's death in 1832. Most readers 
are unlikely to recognize many of the names that bob up in the ebbing 
tide.  J. M. Barrie and Arthur Conan Doyle surface briefly; Robert Louis 
Stevenson could not escape the siren song of his "precipitous city" although 
he spent most of his adult life far from it. 

The twentieth century opened with John Buchan, who instituted Canada's 
Governor General's Literary Awards, and closed with Ian Rankin, Alexander 
McCall Scott, and J. K. Rowling.  The works of those who came between -- 
Hugh MacDiarmid, Eric Linklater, David Daiches, Muriel Spark, Edwin Muir, 
Helen Cruikshank, Hector MacIvor, and Sydney Goodsir Smith -- offer 
convincing reassurance that the flow of wit and learning continues to 
sparkle beneath Auld Reekie's lowering skies.   
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Board of Directors 
We invite your comments and 
suggestions at any time. Please feel 
free to contact any member of the 
Board of Directors with your 
comments  and suggestions:  
 
Simon Miles, President,  
(MA 1962), 416.466.8793,  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca  
 
Anna Voineskos, Vice-President and  
Member Activities,  
(B Arch. 1970), 416.964.6319,  
agvoineskos@rogers.com  
 
Johan Krijgsman, Treasurer,  
(MA Hons Econ 1971), 416.444.4719,  
krijgsman@sympatico.ca  
 
Emily Bain, Communications,  
(MSc 2001),  
emilyabain@hotmail.com  
 
Paul Bradley, Immediate Past  
President,  
(BSc 1982), 416.464.9771,  
pbradley@frasermackenzie.com  
 
Donald Gillies, Director,  
(MA (Hons) 1962), 416.960.8326,  
dgillies@ryerson.ca  
 

 
 

 
Do you know of other Edinburgh 
alumni in the GTA? Please pass this 
on.  
 
EDUCT News is published three times 
a year in January, May and 
September.  
 
Please send submissions or ideas for 
articles to the Editor: 
jameshunter@kpmg.ca  
 

 


