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Connecting University of Edinburgh Alumni in the GTA

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Message from the President  
It gives me great 
pleasure to follow in 
the footsteps of 
EDUCT's two 
previous Presidents, 
Jim Hunter and Paul Bradley. 
Under their leadership we have 
seen an enormous amount of 
effort exerted, by both Board 
members and volunteers from 
the general membership, to put 
in place a sound structure and a 
vibrant programme. Paul 
remains on the Board and Jim, 
although retired from the Board, 
will continue as Editor of our 
newsletter. I also want to extend 
our collective gratitude to Liz 
McBeth, our just-retired 
Communications Director. She 
has brought expert skill and 
enormous energy to this role. 
Thanks for everything Liz, and 
best wishes for your new 
ventures in California. At the 
same time, it is a pleasure to 
welcome two new Board 
members, Donald Gillies and 
Emily Bain. Donald, a Professor 
Emeritus at Ryerson University, 
will play a major role in 
organizing events. Emily, Senior 
Adviser for Legislative Affairs to 
the Minister for Training, 
Colleges and Universities, at 
Queen's Park, will be assuming 
Liz's responsibilities as Director 
of Communications. Our AGM 
produced lot of ideas for events 
and we always welcome more 
suggestions. One of our bigger 
challenges will be to provide 
effective support to the 
University as it launches its 
ambitious capital campaign this 
October. More on that soon. 

 
PRIVACY  
 
Since the first edition of EDUCT News was published, we have included 
a list of names of members together with e-mail addresses.  Because of 
privacy concerns, no other information has been made public.  This 
Newsletter is distributed to paid-up members and a copy is sent to the 
the University which provides a link on the Alumni website.  Any 
member who is concerned about the dissemination of her/his e-mail 
address in this way should contact any Board member and such detail 
can be removed from future editions of EDUCT News. 

 
Upcoming Club and Alumni Events 
 
Sunday Matinee, “DESCENT” by Tom Walmsley  
When SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2006, 2:30pm 
Where Theatre Passe Muraille 16 Ryerson Ave, near Queen and Bathurst 
Details The show starts at 2.30 pm, and thanks to Jonathon Baker, Educt member 

who coordinated this event, it is offered to us at a group price of $10/person. 
Jonathon also arranged for the Artistic Director, Layne Coleman, to socialize 
with us at the Balcony Bar of the theatre after the show and chat about the play 
and Theatre Passe Muraille. 

RSVP Anna Voineskos, agvoineskos@rogers.com, 416-964-6319 
 
"Satellite" CAMPAIGN LAUNCH IN TORONTO  
When FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2006, 6.30 pm to 9.30 pm 
Where The Arts and Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto 
Details Paul and Simon will attend the actual launching event in Edinburgh. They will 

be able to update the members with a short presentation. There will be a 
Reception with cash bar. To help launch the campaign in Toronto a $15 entry 
ticket to the event is requested and all proceeds will be passed on to Edinburgh 
University. 

RSVP Anna Voineskos, agvoineskos@rogers.com, 416-964-6319 
(Club and Alumni events continued on next page) 
 
INSIDE THIS ISSUE  
1. Upcoming Events 
2. Alumnus Profile 
3. Treasurer’s Report 
4. John Macmurray –A 

Philosopher for the Ages 
5. Appreciations 
6. Board of Directors 
7. Are You On Our List? 

Issue 12   The Newsletter of the Edinburgh University Club of Toronto (EDUCT)                 September 2006 

 
 
Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni 
in Toronto?  Please pass this on to 
anyone who might be interested. 
 

 



 

{ 2 } 

EDUCT News September 2006

The 2007 Burns' Nightcap 
When THURSDAY, JANUARY 25, 2007,  6.30 pm to 9.30 pm 
Where Bow and Arrow Pub. 1954 Yonge St. near Yonge and Davisville, Toronto 
Details Haggis and other delectable goodies will be presented. 
Talk by Mayor David Miller 
When SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2007 3.00 -5.00 pm 
Where The Arts and Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto 
Details Our current Mayor of Toronto, David Miller, will join us for tea and cash bar.  

The Mayor has agreed to give a talk on future plans for the City of Toronto. 
Talk by Dr. David Wood 
When SUNDAY, MARCH 25, 2007 3.00 -5.00 pm 
Where The Arts and Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto 
Details David Wood, Historical Geographer, graduate of Edinburgh University,  

Professor Emeritus at York University will give us a talk on  
"Scots in the settlement of Ontario". Coffee, tea, cookies, cash bar. 

EDUCT Annual Dinner 
When FRIDAY, MAY 04, 2007 6.30 pm 
Where Great Hall of the Arts and Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto. 
Details Another fun-filled evening is being planned promising to surpass last year's 

successful event.  The President of the Sir Walter Scott Society, Harry 
Ferguson, will be our speaker on Sir Walter Scott at the dinner. 

Annual General Meeting and Toronto Open Doors Tour 
When SUNDAY, MAY 2007 1.30 -5.30 pm 
Where The place of meeting and place of tour will be announced later. 
 
If you have ideas for future events or locations, or would like to volunteer to 
help with any of our planned events, please contact Anna Voineskos at  
agvoineskos@rogers.com or 416-964-6319. 
 

 
ALUMNUS PROFILE: Chris Valley Ban 
 
Chris Valley Ban is a director of independent 
documentaries and film dramas. He is also a 
film actor, editor and narrator.  Earlier this 
year, EDUCT members enjoyed a private 
screening of Chris’ critically acclaimed 
documentary: Vertical Desire – Tango.  This 
movie examined the world of Tango in Buenos 
Aires including a woman’s search for love 
under its spell. 
 
Chris arrived in Edinburgh on October 2, 1989 
to study for an M.Sc. in Legal Studies at the 
University’s illustrious Europa Institute. Prior to this, he had obtained a 
B.A. degree with distinction in history and politics from Lake Forest 
College, Illinois.  
 
The university initially placed Chris in accommodation at the Cairn Hotel 
on Windsor Street. This is apparently not a five-star establishment.  
Things improved greatly when he moved to 3 Davie Street from which 
he had a fine view of Arthur’s Seat.  As with so many University 
neophytes before him, the first view of Arthur’s Seat inspired him to get 
out and climb to the summit at the earliest juncture. 
 

He remembers his introductory 
law lecture at Old College where 
one of the speakers explained 
that at Oxford when the 
professor enters the room the 
students nod their heads in 
unison, at Harvard they scoff and 
at Edinburgh they write it down. 
 
Chris was born in Montreal but 
moved with his family at the age 
of nine to Nashville, Tennessee.  
For someone who had spent his 
childhood and youth in North 
America (except for two years at 
the International School in 
Geneva, Switzerland), the simple 
act of buying groceries for the 
first time in Edinburgh created a 
challenge. On his first trip to 
William Lowe, he paid with a 
credit card.  Following Nashville 
usage, he wrote his telephone 
number above his signature.  The 
young woman cashier asked:  
“What’s this for?” and gave him a 
flirtatious glance. Chris claims he 
discontinued the practice when 
he realized it was not British 
usage. 
 
Chris now makes his home in 
Toronto where he devotes 
himself to his creative ventures. 
Recent documentaries include 
Pearl – A Passion for the Fiddle 
about the violinist, Pearl 
Palmason, and A Player’s Carol – 
A Canadian Actor Reflects about 
the actor Vernon Chapman.  
Chris is currently co-writing a 
piece about Lebanese prisoners 
of conscience held in Syrian jails 
and is pitching broadcasters to 
make a documentary about the 
Bohemian Embassy, the sixties-
era Toronto coffee house which 
nurtured the talents of Gordon 
Lightfoot, Ian and Sylvia Tyson, 
Margaret Atwood and Michael 
Ondaatje. 
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Edinburgh University Econ Grads (1955-1957) 
 
EDUCT member J D. McNeil (Hons Econ 1956) and fellow grad John A. 
Warnock (Hons Econ 1956) are looking to reconnect with fellow 
Edinburgh economics classmates, a number of whom moved to Canada 
after graduation. 
 
2006/07 marks 50 years for these alumni who are arranging a 
celebration for their classmates and are looking to reconnect with Roy 
McCullough, Thomas S. Ross, John Sharpe, and others who attended 
Edinburgh’s economics programme from 1955-1957.  
 
If you know of the whereabouts of these and other economics 
graduates from the late 1950s, please help two graduates reconnect 
with their classmates to celebrate their 50th year reunion. You may 
contact John A. Warnock directly at 301-656 9164 or via e-mail at 
xnock@erols.com or John McNeil at john.mcneil@sunlife.com. 

 
 
MEDICAL REUNION  - CLASS OF 86 
by Kester Kong 

 
On June 9th and 10th, I attended the 
20-year reunion of my medical school 
class held in the Peebles Hydro.   It 
was a good turnout, with about 60 of 
us (out of a class of 180), coming 
from as far afield as Malaysia and 
Canada.  Most brought spouses (I 
went with my girlfriend Ada), and 
many came with children too.  The 
whole event was expertly put 
together by my colleague Fiona MacGregor, who also organized the 
graduation ball in 1986 and the 10-year reunion in 1996. 
 
On the way to Peebles, Ada and I stayed one night in Edinburgh, in 
Pollock Halls, which was used as a hotel/conference centre in the 
summer: surprisingly comfortable.  We arrived in Peebles on Friday and 
enjoyed an informal buffet dinner.  It was great seeing old friends 
again, many of whom I hadn’t met for 20 years.  We exchanged news.  
At least two in our year had been appointed full professors 
(Obstetrics/Gynaecology in Glasgow, and Endocrinology in Edinburgh).  
One colleague was pregnant, at least two others had children going to 
college, and many (including myself) still officially single.  I was sad to 
learn that an old friend from my hostel died in a flying accident some 
years back. 
 
After breakfast on Saturday, there was an informal meeting where 
colleagues shared their experience: missionary work in Thailand, a 
sabbatical year in New Zealand, relief work in Africa, an interesting 
case, general practice in the Outer Hebrides, etc.  We then sat down to 
watch a DVD of a musical/skit put together by the class at the end of 

second year of medical school: 
most of the faces were still easily 
recognizable, which was a relief.   
 
We had Saturday afternoon free 
to explore Peebles, a charming 
Borders town.  Avid golfers 
rushed off to make their tee 
times, while I just contented 
myself with pitch and putt in the 
vast hotel grounds.  A 
champagne reception in the early 
evening, and then the group was 
piped into the dining room (by 2 
classmates, Hunter McLean and 
Ian Laurenson) for a black tie 
dinner, followed by a ceilidh.  It 
was great fun getting 
reacquainted with Scottish 
dancing.  We drew quite a few 
admiring glances from other hotel 
guests. 
 
It was time to say goodbye after 
a sumptuous breakfast on 
Sunday (including kippers!)  I am 
already looking forward to the 
next reunion, but hopefully it 
won’t be another 10 years before 
I see many of my friends again. 

 
 
The Graduates’ 
Association 
 
It is a matter of wonder that 
most Edinburgh alumni resident 
in the Greater Toronto Area 
appear to be unaware of the 
existence of an institution called 
The University of Edinburgh 
Graduates’ Association.  That is 
too bad because such benighted 
ones are missing out on 
something unique. 
 
The Association was founded in 
1925.  Membership is open to 
graduates of the University. The 
level of the current annual 
subscription is £15. 
(continued on next page) 
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What is the benefit of joining the Graduates Association to alumni who 
live in Toronto?  Well, you are not going to be able to attend the 
Association meetings and outings, but you will be eligible to receive 
twice a year - in June and December - a copy of the University of 
Edinburgh Journal.   This publication is no glossy magazine.  The cover 
is printed in one matt colour - blue - but the contents constitute a true 
handbook of pleasant delights for those interested in Edinburgh and the 
wider world.   
 
The articles are written by a diverse group of individuals and address 
Edinburghiana and a range of more esoteric topics. The crowning glory 
of the Journal is, without doubt, the Obituaries.  When you die, the 
Edinburgh University obituarists will find you out and you will be duly 
obituarised.  The obituaries are generally short in length and terse in 
style, but taken together, they give the reader a sense of what a hugely 
civilising effect Edinburgh graduates, spread as they are throughout the 
world, have contributed to humanity: these doctors, teachers, 
government servants, vets, soldiers, and so on  - some famous and 
many obscure.  These obituaries are absorbing reading:  it is a curiously 
uplifting experience to feel we are a part of this, or at least will be when 
we breathe our last. 
 
Here’s how to find out more about the Graduates’ Association: 
  
visit the website:  www.dev.ed.ac.uk/gradassoc 
 
OR e-mail: gradassoc@ed.ac.uk 
 
OR write to: The University of Edinburgh Graduates’ Association, 24 
Buccleuch Place, Edinburgh, EH8 9LN. 
  
 
JOHN MACMURRAY – A PHILOSOPHER FOR THE AGES 
by C. Douglas Jay 
 
( Professor Jay’s Alumnus Profile was featured in the last edition 

of EDUCT News. He writes here at more length about the man 
who inspired him to attend Edinburgh for his Ph.D. studies in the 

early 1950’s ). 
 

It is timely for a Canadian to profile the Edinburgh philosopher John 
Macmurray in this, the seventieth anniversary year of his participation in 
a memorable conference on ‘Religion and the Modern World’ held at 
Albert College, Belleville, Ontario. This was a gathering of about forty 
socially concerned Canadian Christians who were profoundly impressed 
with the power not only of his ideas but his person. They included 
academics of various universities (Toronto, Queens and McGill) and 
disciplines, (philosophy, theology, philosophy of religion, biblical studies, 
political science ) with whom I studied or taught in the forties and who 
in turn made a significant contribution to Canadian social thought.  
 

These days, Macmurray’s profile 
is not as high in the pantheon of 
philosophers in the English 
speaking world, yet many who 
have discovered his work find 
that the issues he wrote about 
and passionately addressed 
seventy years ago are fresh and 
contemporary. A  case in point is 
British Prime Minister Tony Blair 
who, when he came to power in 
the mid-nineties, stated: ‘if 
people want to know what I am 
talking about when I use the 
word community, they will have 
to read a philosopher called John 
Macmurray’. 
 
Macmurray had identified himself 
by the early 1930s as a post-
modern thinker by stressing the 
need:  
   (1) to include feeling and 
action along with thinking in our 
understanding of human reason  
   (2) to integrate private and 
public ethics  
   (3) to provide the conceptual 
foundations for a positive 
dialogue among science, art and 
religion and  
   (4) to go beyond the limitations 
on social theory imposed by the 
primacy of the individual to 
provide a sound intellectual basis 
for thinking about genuine world 
community.  
 
He summarized his views as 
follows: “The simplest expression 
that I can find for the thesis I 
have tried to maintain is this: All 
meaningful knowledge is for the 
sake of action, and all meaningful 
action is for the sake of 
friendship.” 
 
So far from being confined to the 
“ivory tower”, his conclusions 
were drawn not just from 
engagement in debate with 
academic peers but from his  
(continued on next page) 
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engagement with life--his relationships with family and friends, 
involvement in two world wars, and concern for the suffering caused by 
the depression. Though sympathetic to pacifism, he served in the 
trenches in World War I for almost three years and was awarded the 
Military Cross. In World War II, he sought advice from Sir Stafford 
Cripps , Lord Privy Seal of Churchill’s wartime cabinet, as to a suitable 
role to play, but Cripps, who greatly admired his work, thought he could 
best serve by continuing his work as a philosopher. 
  
As a philosopher he was distinguished by the profoundly personal way 
he addressed what he saw to be the deep sickness in western 
civilization in the twentieth century, with its emphasis on individualism, 
competitiveness and nationalism. And though he was brought up in the 
Church of Scotland and a committed Christian, he became convinced 
that the churches had sold out to nationalistic interests and could not be 
an effective voice for justice and peace; so to preserve his freedom as a 
thinker he felt obliged to dissociate himself from any of the churches. In 
spite of this, he had warm working relationships with many leading 
churchmen, including Archbishop William Temple, Canon Charles Raven 
and many others who shared his concern to rethink the church’s role in 
the world. 
 
I well remember his enthusiastic introduction of Canon Raven as a 
distinguished scientist as well as theologian at the beginning of Raven’s 
Gifford Lectures, delivered in Edinburgh in the early fifties. An 
interesting Canadian instance is that he corresponded regularly as long 
as  they both lived with Rev. Richard  Roberts who had been his pastor 
in Scotland as a young adult. In the mid twenties Roberts became 
minister of Sherborne St. United Church in Toronto, and in 1936 at the 
time of the Belleville conference, he had just completed a term as 
Moderator of the United Church. So in spite of his formal dissociation 
from churches (athough he joined the Quakers in 1959), his 
correspondence with Roberts included detailed discussion of his 
philosophy as it evolved.  
 
He was also criticized by some academics for talking philosophy to the 
‘masses’ as he gave several series of talks on the BBC in the thirties. 
These attracted a large audience and though often controversial, many 
were impressed by this soft spoken professor who spoke in language 
they could understand. Over the many years of his teaching at Oxford 
(1922-28), London (1928-44) and Edinburgh (1944-58), many 
thousands of students flocked to his classes. My memory of those I 
attended in Edinburgh in the early fifties is of soft spoken delivery, 
thinking it out as he went along without reading a text, an impressive, 
persuasive presence. 
 
Macmurray will remain a controversial figure, in his vision of a 
comprehensive perspective on human life, individual and social. He may 
be said to be post-modern, enabling both the secular and the religious 
to be respected. Both may contribute to the creation of a universal 
community, which for Macmurray is the primary test of rightness of 
action. His sphere of influence in Canada included not only philosophers 
and theologians but eminent Canadian constitutional experts such as 
historian Donald Creighton (U of T) and political scientist and senator, 

Eugene Forsey. In the mid 70’s, 
not long before his death, letters 
of tribute were written by a 
distinguished group of 
academics, churchmen and other 
public figures, including Professor 
Thomas Torrance of Edinburgh 
who described him ‘as the quiet 
giant of modern philosophy, the 
most original and creative of 
savants and social thinkers in the 
English speaking world.’ 
 
He is surely a philosophical voice  
relevant to the twenty-first 
century, of whom Edinburgh 
alumni should be proud. 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report 
 
Our Treasurer reports that we had 
$5,608 in the Bank as at August 
28, 2006.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Story Behind EDUCT 
 
“EDUCT” is intended to form the 
acronym for the Edinburgh University 
Club of Toronto.   
 
“Educt” is a word which means, in 
the language of chemists: “A body 
separated by decomposition from 
another.” In addition, there is “e-
duct”, an electronic channel, 
which seems appropriate for all 
of our members receiving EDUCT 
News via e-mail. 
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Appreciations 
by Willadean Leo  
 
"Should auld acquaintance be forgot…" 
 
"Who the hell wants to hear the truth about a place like this?" 
 
Elizabeth Waterston.  Rapt in Plaid: Canadian Literature and Scottish 
Tradition.  Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2001. 
 
Elizabeth Waterston, Professor Emeritus at the University of Guelph, has 
defied the "fashionable" focus of a "multicultural, post-colonial age" by 
drawing attention to a "single, imported strand in the national fabric."  
She has traced the fibres originating in Scotland that have been used by 
many of the writers, some remembered, others now seldom read, who 
have helped to make Canadian literature what it is, and twined together 
a tale in which knowledge, interpretation, speculation and humour are 
braided together in strong and harmonious fashion. 
She begins by following the "rivers of song" that form the sparkling 
threads that connect those two poets of love and riotous living, Robert 
Burns and Milton Acorn, and shoot out filaments to draw in figures such 
as Alexander McLachlan, hailed as "the Burns of Canada."  She finds a 
close-knit connection between the creations of Sir Walter Scott and 
those of Isabella Valancy Crawford and Timothy Findley, as disparate a 
group of writers as can well be imagined.  Malcolm's Katie, the most 
ambitious work of the Irish-born Crawford, a much-admired poet of the 
latter 1800s, is made from yarn that leads to Scott's romance The Lady 
of the Lake.  Waterston's thoughtful comparison of Findley's The Wars 
to Waverley illuminates the warp and woof of both books.  The off-
colour irony of John Galt and Sinclair Ross poked holes in the 
comfortable covering around their communities and let in the cold 
breezes of mockery or, some thought, the hot air of malice.  Shades of 
theme and tone hold together the materials created by such unlikely 
couples as dour Thomas Carlyle and passionate Margaret Laurence, 
while brilliant flashes dot and stripe between the children's poems of 
Robert Louis Stevenson and Dennis Lee. 
The soft textures of sentiment shimmer through the strands spun by 
Lucy Maud Montgomery, an ardent fan of J. M. Barrie, while the tales of 
John Buchan and Hugh McLennan, seamed with intrigue and slashed by 
danger, are ruffled by the "winds of violence."  Waterston's keen, 

careful vision picks out the 
patterns that define the "outskirts 
of story" by authors now mostly 
forgotten, and finds lively interest 
in corners of the literary 
patchwork often viewed with a 
freezingly supercilious eye.  
Finally, her gaze turns to the 
"vistas of memory" that brighten 
and shadow the stories of Jane 
Duncan and Alice Munro   
Waterston shines light onto 
edges of the national fabric now 
faded and frayed by neglect.  She 
picks out the fibres contributed to 
the tissue by, among others, Sir 
Gilbert Parker, John Richardson, 
and Marshall Saunders, seeing 
the weaknesses and knots in 
their parts of the pattern, but 
their unique value as well.  She 
suggests that their removal from 
our awareness leaves rents in our 
knowledge of ourselves and the 
reasons why Canada is the way it 
is.  Her knowledge of the 
literature that was strung on 
cords stretching from the Old 
World to the New is illuminating, 
and her delight in the threads, 
both dark-grey and shining gold, 
contributed by those who wove 
tapestries on looms made from 
the same wood (Scotch pine, 
perhaps?) is as warm as a good 
thick jumper.     
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Board of Directors  
We invite your comments and 
suggestions at any time. Please feel 
free to contact any member of the 
Board of Directors with your comments 
and suggestions: 
 
Simon Miles, President,  
(MA 1962), 416.466.8793,  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca  
 
Anna Voineskos, Vice-President and 
Member Activities,  
(B Arch. 1970), 416.964.6319, 
agvoineskos@rogers.com 
 
Johan Krijgsman, Treasurer, 
(MA Hons Econ 1971), 416.444.4719, 
krijgsman@sympatico.ca  
 
Emily Bain, Communications,  
(MSc 2001),  
emilyabain@hotmail.com 
 
Paul Bradley, Immediate Past 
President,  
(BSc 1982), 416.464.9771, 
pbradley@frasermackenzie.com 
 
Donald Gillies, Director, 
(MA (Hons) 1962), 416.960.8326, 
dgillies@ryerson.ca 
 
 
 
 
Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni in 
the GTA?  Please pass this on. 
 
EDUCT News is published three times a 
year in January, May and September.  
 
Please send submissions or ideas for articles 
to the Editor:  jameshunter@kpmg.ca 
 
 
  


