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Message from the President  
On April 13, 
2006 the 
University’s 
vice-principal o
dev
Mr. Youn
Dawkins visited Toronto. His 
appointment marks a new 
departure for the university as it 
recognizes the need to be less 
reliant on government funds to 
meet its goals. At a presentation 
to alumni at the Arts & Letters 
Club, Mr. Dawkins outlined 
plans for an ambitious capital 
campaign that will be announced 
in October 2006. This will be the 
largest fundraising exercise by a 
Scottish university and one of 
the largest undertaken in the UK.  
The campaign will most visibly 
be about money; the 
scholarships, research grants and 
new facilities that it can provide.  
While these will be its most 
tangible products, the campaign’s 
mission is founded on the 
intangible benefits arising from 
the advancement and 
dissemination of knowledge and 
understanding.  It is in this latter 
spirit that we are seeking to 
enhance our program of events 
and activities over the next year. 
We welcome your suggestions 
and, of course, your participation. 
    This is my last message as 

f 
elopment, 

g 

working with Simon. 

Upcoming Club and Alumni Events 
 

President of EDUCT, as Simon 
Miles will be taking over with 
effect from the 2006 Annual 
General Meeting. I have 
thoroughly enjoyed my time as 
President. I will continue to 
remain actively involved as a 
Director and I look forward to 

 

Annual General Meeting May 28, 2006 
When Sunday, May 28, 2006 at 2:00 pm 
Where The Offices of Fraser Mackenzie 

83 Yonge Street, Toronto 
To Follow A tour of some nearby buildings accessible as part of the City's Doors Open 

event, led by Anna Voineskos 
RSVP Anna Voineskos, agvoineskos@rogers.com, 416-964-6319 
 
If you have ideas for future events or locations, or would like to volunteer to 
help with any of our planned events, please contact Anna Voineskos at  
agvoineskos@rogers.com or 416-964-6319. 

 
 

Annual EDUCT Dinner 
The second annual dinner of the Edinburgh University Club of Toronto 
was held on Saturday May 6, 2006.  Over 40 members and friends 
attended this event which was held in the Great Hall of the Arts & 
Letters Club.  

The after-dinner speaker was David Livingstone-Lowe of the 
Department of Celtic Studies at the University of Toronto.  Mr. 
Livingstone-Lowe is an expert in the six Celtic languages:  Cornish, 
Manx, Breton, Welsh, Irish and Scottish Gaelic.   His speech addressed 
mainly the two Scottish languages of Gaelic and Lallans  ( although in 
answer to a question from the floor he explained that one school of 
thought regarded Lallans or Scots as a dialect of English rather than a 
language). Mr Livingstone-Lowe provided us with a dazzling display of 
scholarship with ample poetic extracts in both Gaelic and Scots as he 
traced the tradition from William Dunbar, Court poet to King James IV, 
through Robert Burns – an eighteenth-century Elvis and self-promoting 
marketing genius – down to Hugh McDairmid and George Campbell 
Hay.    

The food was excellent and the company congenial. 
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Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni 
in Toronto?  Please pass this on to 
anyone who might be interested. 
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dialogue among Christians and persons of other faiths. 
Doug’s Edinburgh doctoral thesis addressed Coleridge’s concept of a 

Christian Society and his impact on later writers such as T.S. Eliot.  He 
completed and successfully defended his thesis in the remarkably short 
time of two years, when other postgraduate students were taking up to 
five or six years to complete their work.   

Doug and Ruth found digs in Pilrig Street, just off of Leith Walk.  
Remember this was the time of rationing and post-war austerity.  The 
main form of heating was coal fireplaces but coal was rationed.  Doug 
recalls that the coal itself was one third slate, one third dross and one 
third coal.  For the first nine months of their time in Edinburgh, it rained 
at least part of the day every day.  Doug’s favourite place of study was 
the National Library of Scotland, not necessarily for reasons of the 
excellence of the book collections, but more because this seemed to be 
the only place in town with an effective system of heating. Despite his 
childhood experiences of Canadian winters, Doug has never before or 
since experienced such cold as he encountered in post-war Edinburgh. 

While Doug was immersed in his doctoral studies, Ruth had a job as 
assistant to the Director of the Gateway Theatre in Leith, an institution 
of dubious reputation which had been taken over by the Church of 
Scotland to become a venue for the Edinburgh Festival. 

Doug has fond memories of getting out and about in the Scottish 
countryside as a young locum preacher, including a two week 
conference on church and society at the Abbey on the island of Iona, 
the site of the introduction of Christianity to Scotland by St. Columba in 
563. 
 

On his return to Canada in 

ecumenical Toronto School of 
on of eight 

Roman Catholic and Protestant 
theological faculties at the 
University. After three years in 
this role, he became Principal of 
Emmanuel College, a role he 
held until retirement.  He was a 
founder of the Interfaith 
Dialogue Program of the World 
Council of Churches and 

 
the 

the years, he has been invited 
to lecture in such exotic places 
as Seoul, Pietermaritzburg, 
Manila and Nanjing. He also 
served for a period as a 
chaplain with the Royal 
Canadian Navy. 

You will not be surprised to 
learn that no less than five 
universities have conferred the 
honorary degree of Doctor of 
Divinity on Dr. Jay.  He is a 
member of the Order of 
Canada.  He and his wife Ruth 
have three sons:  David, Ian 
and Garth. 
Many readers of this column 

will have memories of a seminal 
figure from their days at the 
University whose influence has 
remained with them throughout 
their lives. Dr. Jay is no 
different:  much of his writing 
and indeed action in life show 
the early and continuing 
influence of Professor 
Macmurray of Edinburgh. 
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1952, the newly-minted Rev. 
Dr. Jay became minister to Elk 
Lake-Matachewan parish in 
northern Ontario. He soon 
entered on to a larger academic 
stage: he became best known 
in international theological 
circles as Professor of 
Philosophy of Religion and 
Ethics at Emmanuel College, 
University of Toronto and as 
founding director of the 
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EDUCT held its Annual Burns 

7th anniversary of the Great 
th:  January 25, 2006.   
t to the Immortal Memory 

n erudite 
y Emeritus Professor 

illies.  
About 25 members and friends 

the festivities which 
a multiple-choice quiz on 
an expert on Burnsiana, the 
 other than Donald Gillies.  
splaying the most ignorance 

Ed

:   Antonio Frial, Jawed Mawji, 
Su

r 
se

 Annual Burns Nightcap 

Nightcap
on the 24
Man’s Bir
The toas
of Burns was presented i
manner b
Donald G

 at the Bow and Arrow Pub 

attended 
included 

Burns trivia.  Fortunately for his reputation as 
highest score in the quiz was achieved by none
A series of booby prizes went to the persons di
about Burns: they know who they are. 
Haggis, tatties and neeps were washed down with the usual application of 
Scotland’s national beverage. 
 
Edinburgh MBA Dinner 

 
A dinner for Edinburgh MBA graduates 
was held in Toronto on February 20, 
2006. The dinner was hosted by Dr. 
Inger Seiferheld, Director, MBA in 
International Business, University of 

inburgh Management School. 
EDUCT directors James Hunter and Liz 
McBeth were also guests at the dinner. 
 
Our photograph shows, clockwise from left

san Floyd, Inger Seiferheld, Liz McBeth, Jim Hunter, Christina Reich, 
Susan Longo, Joshua Gillespie and Seng-Yu Young. 
 
Vertical Desire ~ Tango 
EDUCT members attended an exclusive movie evening in March, 2006. In 
Vertical Desire ~ Tango, Edinburgh graduate and documentary film 
maker, Christopher Ban draws us into the world of tango Argentino. He 
introduces us to the passion of tango through the story of Marina Palmer, 
an aspiring tango dancer – recently arrived from New York – who he met 
while filming on the streets of Buenos Aires. The documentary follows he

arch for a dance partner and love in her newly chosen home. Through 
interviews with historians, visits to dance studios and the music of cafe 
performers, we see the life of tango. A life that is both heroic and sad; one 
that defines Marina. 
Christopher and his director of photography, Marc Roumy, made Vertical 
Desire in ten days, in and around Buenos Aires. If you need an 
introduction to the culture of tango: its history, art, music and philosophy, 
this is it. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 
Our Treasurer reports that we 
had $5,191.45 in the Bank as at 
April 30, 2006.  
 
 
Young Dawkins Meets with 
Edinburgh Alumni in Toronto 

 
Our photograph shows, left to 
right: Paul Bradley, President of 
EDUCT, Young Dawkins, Vice-
principal, The University of 
Edinburgh, and Simon Miles, 
Vice-President of EDUCT. 
 
 
EDUCT Contributes to the 
University Development Fund 
 
Our photograph shows Paul 
Bradley handing over a 
contribution from EDUCT for 
the University’s Development 
Fund which Inger Sieferheld 
accepts on behalf of the 
University. 

 
 
 

Jonathan Baker gingerly examines the 
haggis for signs of life. 
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Glasgow? 
 

“A city of utter snobs.” 
 

Alexander McCall Smith.  44 Scotlan

 

Appreciations 
by Willadean Leo  
 
What, she had been wondering, wo ld Edinburgh be like if it were not so 
beautiful?  If Edinburgh looked, for instance—well, one had to say it, like 

d Street.  Edinburgh: Polygon, 2005. 
 

While reading 44 Scotland Street 
Edinburgh will experience the sort of

offers that pleasure in abundance, 

 
d when one of the most annoying characters 

r residence.  (It’s a short street.)  I don’t 
hing noticeable about the eponymous No. 

44, which is not surprising since it does not exist.  Undeterred by this 

rious concerns and crises of his 
way through the book and the 
, to the address.  Among those 
players: Domenica Macdonald, 

nthropologist, and Bertie, a 
ssingly New Age parents and an 

residents include the insecure Pat 
nd the all-too-secure Bruce, and connections in the art world, business, 

tion in (of course) 
alifornia, where the author met Armistead Maupin, who had published a 

cisco Chronicle

former students of the University of 
 pleasure that most people have when 

they read or hear about a place where they once lived: the pleasure of 
attaching a familiar name to a personal experience, tinged by (admit it) a 
certain smugness that results from being “in the know” while many, many 
others are not.  McCall Smith’s book 
especially to those well acquainted with the New Town. 

OK, I confess: I lived in London Street, literally around the corner from
cotland Street, and was thrilleS

tripped and fell near my forme
remember that there was anyt

detail, the author has made the building th
weaves an episodic plot entangled by the va
characters’ lives. Those who thread their 
city all have some relation, however tenuous
who live there are the two most attractive 
61, who is a shrewd self-described dilettante a
five-year-old prodigy/project of his distre
enfant terrible in rapid progress.  Other 

e centre of the web in which he 

a
psychiatry, day care, the Conservative Party, coffee shops and pubs draw in 
a cast that includes McCall Smith’s friend and fellow writer Ian Rankin. 

The book grew, ultimately, from a conversa
C
serialized novel in The San Fran .  McCall Smith regretted 
the dearth of such ventures since the 19th century in an article he 
published on his return to Great Britain, and, he notes, The Scotsman 
“decided to accept the challenge which I had unwittingly put down.”  He 
faced his own challenge: writing a novel in daily instalments demanded 
steady production of fairly short chapters, each one of which had to 
contain a narrative hook.  The object was “to keep the momentum of the 
narrative going without becoming staccato in tone.” 

Some episodes succeed better than others.  I was especially gratified by 
the descent of Domenica, Pat, the painter Angus Lordie, and Cyril the 
gold-toothed collie into the tunnel beneath Scotland Street – I always 
wondered about that tunnel.  Not all the characters are fascinating, any 

 
 is a page-

 
joyed the writing so much that he is working on a third volume, 

hich is also being published in The Scotsman

more than the real people one meets in Edinburgh, or anywhere else, are
uniformly attractive, interesting or endearing.  But the book
turner, constantly prompting the question “what next?”  The author
himself en
w .  

In the preface, McCall Smith 
re ted “to say 
something about life in Edinburgh 
w g 
re s 
ex and yet at the 
same time be a bit of light-hearted 
fiction.”  In this ambition he has 
su

 
 
 

marks that he wan

hich will strike readers as bein
cognisably about thi
traordinary city 

cceeded admirably. 
 

The Story Behind EDUCT 
 
“EDUCT” is intended to form the 
acronym for the Edinburgh University 
Club of Toronto.   
 
“Educt” is a word which means, in 
the language of chemists: “A body 
separated by decomposition from 
a -nother.” In addition, there is “e
duct”, an electronic channel, 
w ll hich seems appropriate for a
o UCT f our members receiving ED
News via e-mail. 
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Board of Directors  
We invite your comments and 
suggestions at any time. Please feel 
free to contact any member of the 
Board of Directors with your comments 
and suggestions: 
 
P   aul Bradley, President,
(BSc 1982), 416.464.9771, 
pbradley@frasermackenzie.com  
 
Simon Miles, Vice-President,  
(MA 1962), 416.466.8793,  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca  
 
Johan Krijgsman, Treasurer, 
(MA Hons Econ 1971), 416.444.4719, 
krijgsman@sympatico.ca  
 
James Hunter, Editor, (MA 1973) 
jameshunter@kpmg.ca  
 
Liz McBeth, Communications,  
(MA 1994), 416.291.9400,  
liz@mcbeth-media.com
 
Anna Voineskos, Member Activities, 
(B Arch. 1970), 416.964.6319, 
agvoineskos@rogers.com
 
 
2006 subscriptions are overdue. 
To continue to receive the benefits 
of membership, including EDUCT 
News, please send your cheque for 
$30, made out to ‘Edinburgh 
University Club of Toronto’, to: 
 

Johan Krijgsman 
EDUCT Treasurer 
11 Crossburn Drive 
Toronto, ON  M3B 2Z3 
 
 
Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni in 
the GTA?  Please pass this on. 
 
Please send submissions or ideas for articles 
to the Editor:  jameshunter@kpmg.ca
 
 
Sponsors: 
 
 

 
Design and layout by McBeth Media Inc.  
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