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Message from the President  
 

Happy New 
Year to all 

EDUCT 
members.  As 
our club enters 
its fourth year 

of existence, I want to emphasize 
three aspects of EDUCT’s 
mandate. The first is to promote 
the reputation and welfare of the 
University. We are following 
through on this by developing 
stronger links with the university 
that are allowing us to bring 
academic staff and others within 
the Edinburgh community to 
Toronto, thus gaining the 
university a wider audience in 
North America. The second is to 
be efficient stewards of our 
members’ funds. As a result, our 
bank balance continues to grow. 
We therefore would like to 
provide an annual financial 
contribution to the University’s 
Development Fund. For 2006, 
the Board has approved a first 
contribution of £250. The third 
is to provide a forum for the 
social interaction of alumni and 
friends of the university in the 
greater Toronto area. To this end 
we continue to host a solid 
events program and encourage 
your ideas for new activities. We 
kick off 2006 with our variation 
on the Burns Supper—the Burns 
Nightcap and I look forward to 
seeing as many of you there as 
possible. Paul Bradley 
 
 
Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni 
in Toronto?  Please pass this on to 
anyone who might be interested. 
 

 
Upcoming Club and Alumni Events 
 

Burns Nightcap January 25, 2006 
When Wednesday, January 25, 2006, 6:30 p.m. 
Where The Bow and Arrow Pub, 1954 Yonge St. (at Davisville) 
Cost $30 members and their guests; $40 non-members 

Includes dinner, drinks and entertainment 
RSVP/Info Anna Voineskos, agvoineskos@rogers.com, 416-964-6319 
 
Film Screening: Vertical Desire - Tango February 2006 
What In February, we will host a screening of Vertical Desire – Tango, a 

passionate film about the synergy of dance and the quest for love, written, 
directed and produced by EDUCT member and Edinburgh alumnus 
Christopher Valley Ban (MSc 1990). 

When TBA 
Where TBA 
Cost TBA 
RSVP/Info Anna Voineskos, agvoineskos@rogers.com, 416-964-6319 
 
Mark the Dates! Winter/Spring Events 
March 28 – 
April 4 

Edinburgh University Chamber Choir Tour 
Billets Needed! Contact Paul Bradley, 416.464.9771, 
pbradley@frasermackenzie.com

May 6 EDUCT Club Dinner 
May 28 Annual General Meeting and Doors Open Tour 
June Toronto Island Picnic (depending on interest) 
 
If you have ideas for future events or locations, or would like to volunteer to 
help with any of our planned events, please contact Anna Voineskos at  
agvoineskos@rogers.com or 416-964-6319. 
 
 
INSIDE THIS ISSUE  
1. Upcoming Events 
2. Treasurer’s Report 
3. Alumna Profile 
4. The Orcadian Way of Death 
5. Appreciations 
6. Board of Directors 
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ALUMNA PROFILE: Nean Allman 
 
Nean Allman is the principal of the 
Toronto-based consultancy, Allman & 
Associates Corporate Communications. 
Allman & Associates specializes in 
providing editorial and communication 
project management services to the 
mining sector in Canada. 
Nean is an all-Edinburgh girl.  She was 

born in Edinburgh and attended George 
Watson’s Ladies College, which was then, 
prior to its amalgamation with the boys’ 
school, based in George Square.  She 
graduated from Edinburgh University in 
1964 with an honours B.Sc. in Geology. 
There were five geology graduands in Nean’s year and she was the 

only woman. Nean has fond memories of geological field trips to 
Donegal and to Skye.  In those days, Professor Stewart was in charge 
of matters geological at Edinburgh. His office contained geological 
samples in jars, which he, rather strangely, invited Nean and other 
students to taste from time to time.  Professor Stewart was famous for 
driving around town in a Jaguar, although this may have been financed 
from the earnings of his wife, the novelist, Mary Stewart.  
Nean joined the British Antarctic Survey based in Birmingham in 1964.  

In those days it was possible to obtain a Ph.D. over a five year period 
by carrying out geological research from the Survey’s base in the 
Antarctic Peninsula. That option was not then available to women, so 
Nean moved on to a position as a research assistant in the geology 
department at the University of Toronto. 
Following her time at U of T, she joined the private sector and took on 

positions of increasing responsibility at the Northern Miner, Hudson Bay 
Mining and Smelting, Northgate Exploration and International Corona 
Resources, before founding Allman & Associates in 1988. 
One day while Nean was working at Hudson Bay Mining, the global 

mining magnate, Harry Oppenheimer, visited the office. Nean happened 
to have arranged a sandwich lunch for some of her colleagues. 
However, the sandwiches were appropriated by Mr. Oppenheimer who 
did not like to lunch in public, so Nean was forced to take her 
colleagues to the smart and expensive “54” restaurant at the top of the 
Toronto Dominion Tower. 
Nean served for six years on the Minister of Energy, Mines and 

Resources’ National Advisory committee to the Geological Survey of 
Canada. She has also acted as president of the Geological Association of 
Canada. 
Nean’s unusual first name is her own creation. Her actual names are 

Norah Jean, but as an infant, she found it easier to pronounce that as 
“Nean” and the name has stuck ever since. 
In 2004, Nean was the joint organizer of a geology graduates reunion 

in Edinburgh.  Because of the small sizes of the graduating classes, the 

reunion included geology 
graduates from 1962 to 1965. 
Nean says she cannot 
remember laughing so much for 
so long - obviously a good time 
was had. 
Somewhere along the way, 

Nean found time to get 
married, and so in some circles 
is also known as Nean Hobbs. 
She has two children:  Andrew 
is a graduate of the University 
of Western Ontario and Heather 
is in her third year at the same 
institution. Their names 
wouldn’t suggest Scottish roots, 
would they? 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Our treasurer, John Krijgsman, 
reports that we had $4,808 in the 
Bank as at December 31, 2005. 
 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS  
AS AT DECEMBER 31

BALANCE SHEET 2005 2004 

Cash at bank $ 4,808 $ 3,339 
being: 
members’ funds $4,808 $3,339 

INCOME STATEMENT 

Income  

  Donations 7 0 

  Member fees 1,770 360 

  Events 1,535 1,530 

  Total Revenue 3,312 1,890 

Expenses  

  Events 1,490 1,313 

  Bank charges 81 72 

  Sundry 272 61 

  Total expenses 1,843 1,446 

  Net income $1,469 $444 

  Opening cash $3,339 2,895 

  Closing cash $4,808 $3,339 
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THE ORCADIAN WAY OF DEATH 

Our photograph shows Julie Gibson, County 
Archeologist of Orkney with Donald Gillies, 
EDUCT member and author of this review

On Saturday, November 
19, 2005 EDUCT 
members were guests of 
the Canadian Celtic Arts 
Association at St. 
Michael’s College in the 
University of Toronto 
for an illustrated talk by 
Julie Gibson entitled 
Beyond the Grave: 
Rituals of Death and 
Burial Over Five 
Millennia in Orkney. The 
CCAA’s invitation told 
us that we were to learn 
about “What the 
changing practices related to de
communal tombs of the Neolithic through the showy individualistic graves 
of Vikings.” The large and attentive audience enjoyed a Scottish cultural 
feast.  

ath can tell us of the living. From the 

Julie Gibson’s Celtic roots are in her birthplace of Cornwall (Cornish is 
one of the Brythonic Celtic languages along with Welsh and Breton.) She is 
a graduate in mediaeval archaeology of University College London and 
since 1997 she has been County Archaeologist of Orkney, those islands 
just off the north coast of the Scottish mainland. She is also Lecturer in 
Archaeology at Orkney College, a degree-granting partner in the UHI 
Millennium Institute, about to become the new fifteen-college University 
of the Highlands and Islands in 2007.   

As County Archaeologist Julie has been showcasing Orkney for the 
past eight years, and there is a great deal to show, as we discovered. She 
has the happy task of developing the understanding and enjoyment of 
archaeology in Orkney along with the demanding work of mitigating the 
damage done to archaeological sites by developers. She is engaged in 
devising stratagems for avoiding conflicts between the land and the 
developers, who are building homes for the increasing number of 
incomers, mainly from the south of England. Her work as a public servant 
requires her to bridge these oppositional processes. 

As a college lecturer Julie teaches graduate students who are enrolled 
for up to a year in either an MA or a Postgraduate Diploma in 
Archaeological Practice. Why pursue these studies in Orkney? The 
Orkneys are an extraordinary group of Scottish islands with world-class 
archaeological remains where people have lived for more than 5000 years. 
Many of their ancient homes and religious buildings, including burial sites, 
remain preserved today. Neolithic henges, tombs and settlements may be 
found cheek-by-jowl with Norse homesteads, nineteenth-century farming 
communities and a unique collection of World War I shipwrecks. It was in 
Scapa Flow that the surrendered German High Seas Fleet was scuttled. 
Because stone was a prime construction material on the islands, numerous 
sites are in sound condition and so are highly valuable to researchers. The 
Neolithic Ring of Brodgar, the Stones of Stenness, and Maes Howe, each 

built for ceremony and burial, 
were collectively designated by 
UNESCO as a World Heritage 
Site in 1999. Along with Mine 
Howe, the Knowe of Skea – with 
over a hundred burials - the Iron 
Age Langskaill and the Viking 
period site of Quoygrew that 
developed into a classic Scottish 
longhouse in the Middle Ages, 
they attract researchers from all 
over the world.   

This review cannot represent in 
any way the range of fascinating 
and complex images we saw nor 
the technical sophistication evident 
in Julie’s work and her 
presentation of it. Her talk was 
filled with erudition, wit and good 
humour, even when the computer 
data projector decided to take a 
break to cool down. She left us 
with the conundrum, “Iron Age 
people only lived and Bronze Age 
people only died.” She invited us 
to go to Orkney and find out what 
that means. Who’s for an EDUCT 
expedition to Orkney? Perhaps 
Julie Gibson will lead it. 
  

More Information 
 
To learn more about the professional 
work of Julie and her colleagues in 
Orkney: 
 
Look for their fascinating article in 
Current Archaeology, 199, Sept/Oct 
2005, www.archaeology.co.uk. The 
revealing illustrations merit careful 
and thorough study.   
 
Learn more about their academic 
work at Orkney College at 
www.uhi.ac.uk/archaeology. On the 
way there you will find yourself on 
the web site of the UHI Millennium 
Institute.  
 
Julie also recommended the web site 
of Historic Scotland for those who 
wished to learn about archaeology in 
Scotland: 
www.historicscotland.gov.uk.  
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Appreciations 
by Willadean Leo  
 
“‘This is eloquence,’ said her Majesty to the Duke of Argyle.” 
Scott, Walter.  The Heart of Midlothian.  (1818)  
 
Poor Sir Walter.  The most popular writer of his day, he created a 
sensation in Europe and North America, and, it is not too much to say, 
changed the history of English (and Scottish) literature – and today, who 
reads him? Those who haven’t don’t know what they’re missing. 

Scott was fully aware of his own faults as a writer.  He was usually 
prolix, frequently careless, seldom interested in structure, guilty of long-
winded speeches that he places in the mouths of his characters who often 
seem (and sometimes are) unbelievable, boring, or both – well, why would 
anyone read him? 

There are many reasons.  Suspend your disbelief, and try The Heart of 
Midlothian. 

Anyone who attended the University of Edinburgh has almost certainly 
seen the coloured stones arranged in the shape of a heart inlaid in the High 
Street near St. Giles Cathedral.  The stones mark the place where one 
entered the Tolbooth, which was built in 1561 and, from 1640 served as 
the town jail until it was torn down in 1817.  The novel opens in 1736, just 
before the Porteous Riots, when an Edinburgh mob (which, “when 
thoroughly excited, had been at all times one of the fiercest which could be 
found in Europe”) broke into the Tolbooth, dragged out and lynched the 
captain of the city guard.  

From this stirring incident, and the story of Helen Walker, the original 
of the book's heroine, Scott created his tale in which the Heart of 
Midlothian looms as both a literal prison and a metaphor for the prisons in 
which many of the characters find themselves confined.   

Still dubious?  What about these considerations: 
1) You'll enjoy comparing your memories of the High Street, the 

Grassmarket, Arthur’s Street, St. Leonard’s, St. Anthony’s Chapel, and 
Holyrood Park with Scott’s descriptions. 

2) Jeanie Deans, who walks from Edinburgh to London to see the 
Queen, is one of Scott’s most individual and well-realized characters.  
Undeviatingly good without being revolting, tedious, or incredible, she has 
many similarities to Jane Eyre.  Both are small, plain, poor, quick-thinking, 
robustly sensible, determined to obey the Ten Commandments whatever 
the cost to themselves and those they hold dearest, and capable of heroic 
effort to meet the consequences of their unflinching honesty.  Did 
Charlotte Brontë, that ardent fan of Scott, have Jeanie at the back of her 
mind when she was creating Jane? 

3) The Laird of Dumbiedikes, Jeanie’s unsuccessful suitor, is one of 
Scott’s (many) great comic creations.  You didn’t know there were any?  
How about Andrew Fairservice (Rob Roy), Cuddie Headrigg and Jenny 
Dennison (Old Mortality), Caleb Balderstone (The Bride of 
Lammermoor), Triptolemus and Barbie Yellowley (The Pirate)…and 
more.  

You might, admittedly, need to 
cultivate patience – Scott seldom 
rushes, and neither he nor his 
contemporaries thought that there 
was any harm in using ten words 
when one might do.  And most of 
the Waverley Novels set in 
Scotland, although they are usually 
considered among the best of their 
creator’s works, are soaked in the 
religious and political strife that 
racked Scotland for well over a 
century.  Scott himself was tolerant 
and well able to see the virtues and 
failings of those who belonged to 
the bewildering variety of sects and 
beliefs; many of his characters 
aren’t, can’t and don’t.  
Unfortunately, David Deans, 
Jeanie’s father, is one of them, 
being a rigid, humourless 
Covenanter given to infuriating 
speeches and insufferable egotism, 
and seldom made more endurable 
by the author’s irony, which 
usually does not spare such of his 
creations.  Fortunately, Deans is 
balanced by Jeanie’s “other 
father”, the Duke of Argyle, who 
helps Jeanie to achieve her quest. 

Why does Jeanie go to London 
to see the Queen?  Read The 
Heart of Midlothian, and find out. 

 
The Story Behind EDUCT 
 
“EDUCT” is intended to form the 
acronym for the Edinburgh University 
Club of Toronto.   
 
“Educt” is a word which means, in 
the language of chemists: “A body 
separated by decomposition from 
another.” In addition, there is “e-
duct”, an electronic channel, 
which seems appropriate for all 
of our members receiving EDUCT 
News via e-mail. 
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Board of Directors  
We invite your comments and 
suggestions at any time. Please feel 
free to contact any member of the 
Board of Directors with your comments 
and suggestions: 
 
Paul Bradley, President,  
(BSc 1982), 416.464.9771, 
pbradley@frasermackenzie.com  
 
Simon Miles, Vice-President ,  
(MA 1962), 416.466.8793, simon-
miles@sympatico.ca  
 
Johan Krijgsman, Treasurer, 
(MA Hons Econ 1971), 416.444.4719, 
krijgsman@sympatico.ca  
 
James Hunter, Editor, (MA 1973) 
jameshunter@kpmg.ca  
 
Liz McBeth, Communications,  
(MA 1994), 416.291.9400,  
liz@mcbeth-media.com
 
Anna Voineskos, Member Activities, 
(B Arch. 1970), 416.964.6319, 
agvoineskos@rogers.com
 
 
2006 subscriptions are due. To 
continue to receive the benefits of 
membership, including EDUCT 
News, please send your cheque for 
$30, made out to ‘Edinburgh 
University Club of Toronto’, to: 
 

Johan Krijgsman 
EDUCT Treasurer 
11 Crossburn Drive 
Toronto, ON  M3B 2Z3 
 
 
Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni in 
the GTA?  Please pass this on. 
 
Please send submissions or ideas for articles 
to the Editor:  jameshunter@kpmg.ca
 
 
Sponsors: 
 
 

 
Design and layout by McBeth Media Inc.  
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