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EDUCT News
Connecting University of Edinburgh Alumni in the GTA

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Message from the President  
 

As we slowly 
drift from 
summer into 
fall, we should 
take notice of 
some changes 

at the University of Edinburgh.  
The first of these is the departure 
of Joanna Storrar, who was 
instrumental in prompting the 
creation of EDUCT. After more 
than 20 years in Edinburgh, 
Joanna has moved to Princeton, 
with her husband, who has taken 
up an academic appointment. 
    Crossing the Atlantic in the 
opposite direction is Mr. Young 
Dawkins, the newly appointed 
Vice Principal for Development. 
He arrives at Edinburgh 
following a long career in alumni 
development in the United 
States. He will be supported by 
Joanna’s successor, Mr. Robert 
Fleming, who has previously led 
sponsorship efforts for the Royal 
Shakespeare Company. 

These additions are likely to 
be very positive for EDUCT. We 
have received strong support 
from the University in the past, 
but greater emphasis on alumni 
relations should help us to 
expand our range of activities 
and level of involvement with 
Edinburgh. For the present, I 
invite you to participate in the 
events on the adjacent schedule. 
In the longer term, we anticipate 
organizing some more ambitious 
events in Toronto. 
 

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni 
in Toronto?  Please pass this on to 
anyone who might be interested. 

 
UPCOMING CLUB AND ALUMNI EVENTS 
 
EDUCT Pub Night September 29, 2005
When Thursday, September 29, 2005, 6:30 p.m. onward 
Where Pilot Tavern in Yorkville (3rd floor “Flight Deck”) 
Cost Free (please pay for your refreshments) 
RSVP/Info Liz McBeth, liz@mcbeth-media.com, 416.291.9400 
 
The Marivaux Project September 22-October 2, 2005
What Two plays by Marivaux: ‘Harlequin Enlightened by Love’ and ‘La Dispute’ 
Who Directed and Translated by Alumna Laura MacDonald (MSc 2003) 
When Thursday to Saturday 8 p.m., Sunday 2 p.m. 
Where Robert Gill Theatre, 214 College Street (St. George entrance) 
Cost $15 adults, $10 students/seniors, Sunday PWYC 
RSVP/Info John Krijgsman, krijgsman@sympatico.ca, 416.444.4719 
 
Verdi’s MacBeth September 22-October 5, 2005
When Those interested in attending should contact John Krijgsman 
Where Hummingbird Theatre 
Cost 20% reduction in ticket price for groups 
RSVP/Info John Krijgsman, krijgsman@sympatico.ca, 416.444.4719 
 
EDUCT Gourmet Night November 2005
When November 2005, Details TBA 
Where TBA 
What Menu TBA 
RSVP/Info Anna Voineskos, agvoineskos@rogers.com, 416.964.6319 
 
Winter/Spring 2006 Events 
January Burns Nightcap 
February Ski Trip 
March Edinburgh University Choral Group (EUCG) Tour of Canada 
April Club Dinner 
May AGM 
June Toronto Islands Picnic 
 
If you have ideas for future events or 
locations, or would like to volunteer to 
help arrange any of our planned events, 
please contact Anna Voineskos 
(416.964.6319 or 
agvoineskos@rogers.com).    
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Treasurer’s Report 
 
Our treasurer, John Krijgsman, 
reports that we had $4,622.55 in 
the Bank as at August 31, 2005 
 
EDUCT Needs You! 
Call for Volunteers 
The Board is actively seeking 
volunteers to assist as follows: 
 
Speakers: EDUCT seeks speakers 
for upcoming events. Contact Liz 
McBeth at liz@mcbeth-media.com 
or at 416.291.9400. 
 
Event Volunteers: To share your 
ideas about the kinds of events you 
would like to see from EDUCT, 
please contact Anna Voineskos at 
agvoineskos@rogers.com. 
 
Phone Volunteers: EDUCT seeks 
two individuals to help us stay in 
touch with our members who do 
not currently use email. Please 
contact Liz McBeth at 
416.291.9400 or liz@mcbeth-
media.com. 
 
Newsletter Volunteers: Contact the 
EDUCT News editor, Jim Hunter, 
at jameshunter@kpmg.ca if you 
have stories, news, or other 
content that you would like to 
share with your fellow graduates. 
 
The Story Behind EDUCT 
 
“EDUCT” is intended to form the 
acronym for the Edinburgh University 
Club of Toronto.   
 
“Educt” is a word which means, in 
the language of chemists: “A body 
separated by decomposition from 
another.” In addition, there is “e-
duct”, an electronic channel, 
which seems appropriate for all of 
our members receiving EDUCT 
News via e-mail. 

 

ALUMNUS PROFILE 
 
Kim Krenz graduated 
Ph.D. in Natural 
Philosophy at Edinburgh 
in 1955. Dr. Krenz’s field 
of endeavour was 
Radiation Chemistry, 
what today is called 
Chemical Physics, or if 
you are a layman: 
“Rocket Science”. 

Kim was born in Kansas City, Missouri. He left the heartland of 
America along with his mother for Beijing at the impressionable age of 
six months. His father was a consular official at the American 
Legation, and except for three years schooling in Washington D.C.,  
Kim’s elementary and secondary education took place at the Peking 
(as it was then called) American School. 

Dr. Krenz’s undergraduate studies led to a B.Sc. degree from the 
University of Rochester, followed by an M.A. degree from the 
University of Toronto. By this time, the Second World War was 
underway and Kim was drafted into secret War work involving atomic 
energy and research into plutonium. His links with Canada were 
strengthened when he met and married a Canadian girl, Kate, a 
marriage lasting 64 years. 

In 1949, Kim was awarded an ICI Fellowship at the University of 
Edinburgh. He decided to treat his wife to a First Class trip across the 
Atlantic aboard the Cunard Line. Such luxury did not adequately 
prepare the young couple for post-War conditions in Britain generally, 
and Edinburgh in particular. This was the time of rationing and 
austerity as Britain struggled to recover from the economic 
bankruptcy and devastation of the country’s physical infrastructure 
brought about by the War against the Dictators. 

Kim and his wife were allowed to buy one egg each per week, and 
other basic commodities were similarly rationed. For someone from 
North America, what food was available was less than exciting. The 
only decent dining-out experience at that time was to be found at a 
Chinese restaurant on Chambers Street and the occasional “High Tea” 
at the North British Hotel (now the Balmoral Hotel). 

One bright spot in the early fifties was the Edinburgh International 
Festival. City restaurants generally were open for lunch from 1:00 to 
2:30 pm and for dinner from 5:00 to 7:30 pm. Woe unto any would-
be patron who expected to be served outside these hours. However, 
evening hours were extended during the Festival. Kim recalls vividly 
that late diners were subjected to quite palpable waves of disapproval 
from the corps of waitresses retained to cater to such frivolous 
persons who expected to be served food after a Concert or Theatrical 
Production. 

Coal was also in short supply. Kim liked to study in the Royal 
Society Library, which was then heated by one small fireplace 
strategically located behind the desk of the Secretary in charge. Kim 
occasionally found himself unable to work because his fingers became 
too numb to turn the pages.   (continued over )
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Edinburgh Memories 

 
 
This photograph was taken in 1969 in the Meadows.  It includes 
Edinburgh alumna and EDUCT Director, Anna Voineskos  
B. Arch. (Hons) 1970 (front centre) as a member of an ad hoc 
soccer team. Her team-mates were all architecture students except 
for the child, the two youths front left who had appeared from 
nowhere, and the good-looking young man rear left, wearing 
glasses, who was a recently qualified physician doing his residency 
in psychiatry at the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary as well as being 
Anna’s husband. Anna cannot remember who the opposing team 
was, or indeed what the final score was. She does have a warm 
memory of a group of young people having a lot of fun on a sunny 
day. 
 

Edinburgh Alumna Wins KPMG Prize 
 
Each year, the international accounting firm, KPMG LLP, 
sponsors a survey of Canada’s top Chief Executive Officers who 
vote on Canada’s Most Respected Corporations – a bit like the 
Oscars, but for corporate executives, not for movie stars. 

As part of the process, an essay competition is held and the 
winners are invited to attend the Awards Ceremony at which 
Canada’s most respected corporations are recognized. 

This year, Edinburgh 
alumna, Liz McBeth, was part 
of a three-person team from 
the Rotman School at the 
University of Toronto who 
collectively won the essay 
Prize. 

Our photograph shows 
EDUCT Director Liz McBeth and team-mates Ushnish Sengupta 
(left) and Jay O’Neill (right) at a KPMG reception in Toronto 
earlier this year. A copy of their winning essay is available online 
at www.mostrespected.ca.  

(Alumnus Profile, cont’d from page 1)  
 
When this happened, he would 
withdraw to the Men’s Lavatory for a 
series of Push-Ups designed to 
stimulate the circulation of blood. 

It was in the Royal Society Library 
that Kim met Nobel Laureate C.T.R. 
Wilson (of Wilson Cloud Chamber 
fame). Wilson, then an octogenarian, 
was struggling to put on Kim’s 
raincoat, not realizing that he had his 
own raincoat already on. 

Despite the privations of post-War 
life in Edinburgh, Kim and Kate came 
to love the city and made many lasting 
friendships.  They have returned many 
times. 

After his time at Edinburgh, Kim 
returned to Canada, pursuing a career 
working for Atomic Energy of Canada 
Limited. He acted as the Canadian 
representative at the European Atomic 
Energy Agency. He has also worked at 
Canadian General Electric and the 
National Research Council (Canada). 

His post-retirement activities are too 
many and various to list in this brief 
Profile. He has worked in Barbados on 
a project for the Canadian 
International Development Agency. His 
published work shows an astonishing 
diversity: “Deep Waters: The Ottawa 
River and Canada’s Nuclear Adventure” 
is perhaps what you might expect from 
your everyday Rocket Scientist, but 
who would have foreseen: “Miss Moore 
- A Memoir” [of the Peking American 
School] or writings in Military Sociology 
such as “Women in Combat Arms”. 

Dr. Krenz currently lives in Lakefield, 
Ontario.  

More information about Dr. Krenz’s 
life and work can be found online at 
http://www.krenz.ca/. 
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Appreciations 
by Willadean Leo  

“Oh, miserable Jimmie. Famous, rich, loved by a  
vast public, but at what a frightful private cost.” 

-- Peter Llewelyn Davies 
 
Birkin, Andre.  J.M. Barrie and the Lost Boys.  London: Constable 
and Company, 1979. 
 
Lost, indeed. 

In the second half of this superbly researched, admirably 
balanced book, the reader turns each page wondering, and 
dreading, what else can happen to Barrie and the Llewelyn Davies 
family.  Inevitably, something else does. 

Last year’s film, Finding Neverland, with the gorgeous Johnny 
Depp playing (as photographic evidence makes clear) the anything 
but gorgeous James Matthew Barrie, was based on this book, as 
was an excellent BBC production starring Ian Holm.  Both were 
harrowing enough, but the book is even more so. 

Birkin makes it clear that he has not written a biography (he 
quotes Barrie’s curse: “May God blast anyone who writes a 
biography of me”), but he provides enough information about the 
writer’s childhood in Kirrimuir (“Thrums” in Barrie’s own works) 
to show the foundation of Barrie, Peter Pan, and the literary career 
that encompassed them both.  For a portrait of Barrie himself, as a 
boy and a man who would/could not grow up, one need look no 
further than his Sentimental Tommy and Tommy and Grizel.  The 
former was well received; the latter, a merciless dissection of 
himself and his failed marriage, was rejected as “too morbid and 
bitter”.   

Barrie’s contemporaries did not know the half of it.  Thanks to 
Birkin, the modern reader can.  Never did any writer make more 
pitiless use of his own life in his works.  There was much to be 
pitied. 

The effect was not, of course, confined to Barrie himself.  He 
claimed that his most enduring creation, Peter Pan, came into being 
“by rubbing the five of you [the Llewelyn Davies boys] violently 
together, as savages with two sticks produce a flame.”  The flame 
both warmed and scorched George, Jack, Peter, Michael and 
Nicholas (Nico).  The sons of an intelligent, attractive, talented 
couple, Arthur Llewelyn Davies and Sylvia Du Maurier (aunt of 
Daphne), they inherited their parents’ charm and ability, and 
captivated J.M. Barrie, whom they first encountered in Kensington 
Gardens.  He became devoted to the boys, to their mother, and, 
eventually, to their father in what Peter described as “as odd a 
variation of the ménage à trois as ever there was”.  Arthur died at 
44 after dreadful suffering from sarcoma in the face; three years 
later, Sylvia succumbed to cancer.  On learning of her death, Nico, 
age 7, cried out, “Cruel God! Cruel God!” 

Barrie, who had been of enormous help to the family before and 
after Arthur’s death, assumed guardianship of the boys.  More 
tragedy followed.  In 1915, George was killed in the War.  And six 

years after this loss, Michael drowned at 
Oxford, possibly in an accident, possibly 
in a suicide pact with another student.  
“I am sure if he had lived he would have 
been one of the remarkable people of 
his generation,” wrote Lytton Strachey.  
He was not alone in his opinion.  Barrie 
clearly loved all the boys, but the two 
“who would never grow old” were his 
favourites. 

Inevitably, Peter Pan was dragged 
into media notices of anything that the 
five did, but it was Peter Davies who 
endured most because of what he 
described as “that terrible masterpiece”.  
When he threw himself beneath a 
London subway train in 1960 after a 
successful career in publishing, the 
headlines wasted no opportunity to 
contrast his death with the immortality 
of his namesake. 

Inevitably, questions arise as to the 
nature of Barrie’s relationship with “my 
boys”.  A number of his contemporaries 
and some of the boys’ friends found 
Barrie “morbid” and “unhealthy”, 
although this referred to his apparent 
gloom and his tendency to “spoil” his 
charges.  Jack’s Edinburgh-born wife, 
Gerrie (who noted that the writer “didn't 
cut that much ice in Scotland”), found 
Barrie odd, manipulative, and 
occasionally cruel.  But the Davies did 
not share the negative opinions of their 
guardian’s influence.  Even Jack, who 
came to resent Barrie, regarded him as 
“the dearest fellow in the world”; Nico, 
who long outlived his brothers and was 
an invaluable consultant on Birkin’s 
book, was adamant in his praise of 
“Uncle Jim”.   

Perhaps the last word belongs to 
Peter, who, noting his anger against 
Barrie’s peculiar relationship with his 
parents, yet adds, “Let me not be 
thought unmindful…of the innumerable 
benefits and kindnesses I have 
received…from the…strange little 
creature, to whom, in the end, his 
connection with our family brought so 
much more sorrow than happiness.” 
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Board of Directors  
We invite your comments and 
suggestions at any time. Please feel 
free to contact any member of the 
Board of Directors with your comments 
and suggestions: 
 
Paul Bradley, President,  
(BSc 1982), 416.464.9771, 
pbradley@frasermackenzie.com  
 
Simon Miles, Vice-President,  
(MA 1962), 416.466.8793,  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca  
 
Johan Krijgsman, Treasurer, 
(MA Hons Econ 1971), 416.444.4719, 
krijgsman@sympatico.ca  
 
James Hunter, Editor, (MA 1973) 
jameshunter@kpmg.ca  
 
Liz McBeth, Communications,  
(MA 1994), 416.291.9400,  
liz@mcbeth-media.com 
 
Anna Voineskos, Member Activities, 
(B. Arch. (Hons) 1970), 416.964.6319, 
agvoineskos@rogers.com 
 
 
2005 subscriptions are due. To 
continue to receive the benefits of 
membership, including EDUCT 
News, please send your cheque for 
$30, made out to ‘Edinburgh 
University Club of Toronto’, to: 
 

Johan Krijgsman 
EDUCT Treasurer 
11 Crossburn Drive 
Toronto, ON  M3B 2Z3 
 
 
Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni in 
the GTA?  Please pass this on. 
 
Please send submissions or ideas for articles 
to the Editor:  jameshunter@kpmg.ca 
 
 
Sponsors: 
 
 

 
Design and layout by McBeth Media Inc.  
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