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Message from the President  
 

As spring 
finally begins 
to gather pace 
and brings with 
it warmer days, 
the activities of 

EDUCT will take a well-
deserved siesta.  We complete 
our season with the Annual 
General Meeting (to be a brief 
and business-like affair) and 
follow it with an architectural 
tour of two landmark buildings.   
    The past twelve months have 
seen a solid series of events, 
from pub nights and talks to the 
Club’s first annual dinner.  
However, we are always 
conscious that we can do better. 
To achieve this we require your 
assistance. We need your 
suggestions and help to broaden 
the programme of events for 
2005-2006 and to uncover more 
graduates in the GTA.   

Please contact a member of 
the board on either count. 
 
 
Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni 
in Toronto?  Please pass this on to 
anyone who might be interested. 
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Annual General Meeting and Doors Open Tour 
 
The Annual General Meeting of the Edinburgh University Club of 
Toronto will take place on Sunday May 29, 2005 at 1:00 pm at the 
offices of Fraser Mackenzie Limited, Suite 200 – 83 Yonge Street, 
Toronto (Yonge and King). 

We anticipate that the business portion of the meeting will be short 
and that we will be finished by 1:30 pm. 

Sunday May 29, 2005 coincides with the final day of Doors Open 
Toronto (www.doorsopen.org) and we propose following the AGM with 
a guided tour of two near-by buildings: Old City Hall and Osgoode Hall. 

Our guide will be architect, and University of Edinburgh Alumna, 
Anna Voineskos. 

We anticipate that the tours of the two buildings will be finished by 
3:00 pm, at which point we will head to Le Select Bistro on Queen 
Street for light refreshments. 
 
Old City Hall 60 Queen St. W., designed by Edward Lennox in 1899 
    Under construction for more than a decade and costing more than 
$2.5 million, Toronto’s third City Hall was officially opened on 
September 18, 1899, by the mayor of the day, John Shaw. The building 
contained a Council Chamber, courtrooms and municipal offices. Old 
City Hall was designed by Toronto architect Edward James Lennox 
whose later projects included Casa Loma and the King Edward Hotel.  
When Toronto’s fourth City Hall opened across Bay Street in 1965, Old 
City Hall became a courthouse for the Ontario government.  Note: - the 
exterior - Clock Tower - Entrance - Entrance Hall - George A. Reid 
Murals - First Floor Exhibits - Grotesques and Light Standards - Grand 
Staircase, Memorial Window and War Memorial - City Council Chamber. 
 
Osgoode Hall, 130 Queen St. W., designed by various architects, 1829 
    Osgoode Hall has been a Toronto landmark and the hub of legal life 
in Ontario for more than 170 years. Situated on a six-acre property 
purchased by the Law Society of Upper Canada in 1829, construction of 
the East wing was completed in 1832. The building was named after 
William Osgoode, the first Chief Justice of the Province. There have 
been at least 10 major additions to Osgoode Hall and numerous 
renovations. The front facade is essentially as it was in 1860.  An ornate 
iron fence (1867), renowned for its peculiar “cow gates”, surrounds the 
property and its beautiful gardens. Interior architectural highlights 
include: the rotunda with its original tile floor, heritage courtrooms 
dating from the mid- to late- 19th century, the Great Library with its 
ornate ceiling, and Convocation Hall, a Romanesque space housing 10 
exceptionally beautiful stained glass windows tracing the development 
of law from ancient times. The Ontario Government became a co-owner 
of Osgoode Hall in 1874. It currently houses both the Law Society of 
Upper Canada and the Court of Appeal for Ontario.  
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Treasurer’s Report 
 
Our treasurer, John Krijgsman, 
reports that we had $4,250.59 in 
the Bank as at April 30, 2005 
 
 
Appreciations 
by Willadean Leo  
John Guy. “My Heart Is My 
Own”: The Life of Mary Queen of 
Scots.: The Fourth Estate, 2004  
 
In her end was the beginning of a 
seemingly endless industry of fact, 
fiction, fancy, conjecture, rumour, 
guesses, gossip, examination, 
extrapolation and analysis that has 
embraced most conceivable forms 
of communication: state 
documents, scholarly treatises, 
popular histories, and abusive 
broadsheets, not to mention 
novels, plays, poems, paintings, 
operas, films and TV programs, of 
varying quality, and in many 
languages. 

Is there anything else left to say 
about Scotland’s most (in)famous 
monarch? Apparently, yes. Eleven 
eye-achingly close-set pages of 
John Guy's 574-page biography are 
occupied by an exhaustive 
bibliography of primary and 
secondary sources created since 
before Mary’s birth in 1542. 
Judging from the plethora of 
recent publication dates, the 
industry shows no sign of slowing 
down. 

What does Guy’s work add to 
the daunting array of information 
already available?  The most 
impressive part of the book is his 
discussion of the notorious 
“Casket Letters”, which offers a 
coherent and convincing account 
of the documents that condemned 
  

(Appreciations, continued on page 5) 

ALUMNUS PROFILE 
 
Kester Kong graduated M.B., Ch.B. (Hons) 
from Edinburgh in 1986. He is a Fellow of 
the Royal College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of Canada (1991) and he 
currently practices as a neurologist in 
Toronto. 

Dr. Kong is the fourth generation of his 
family to become a physician.  He was 
born in Hong Kong. His physician father 
trained under the guidance of Scottish 
physicians which may have influenced 
Kester to apply to Edinburgh. As our 
medical alumni know well, the competition to get a place at Edinburgh 
Medical School is, and always has been, fierce. Kester appears to 
have been up to the mark:  He won the Stirton Bursary in 1984 for 
the highest total of marks in the first three years. Nor was there any 
slacking off in 1985 and 1986: he graduated with the Leslie gold 
medal in medicine and won the 1986 Ettles Scholarship for the most 
distinguished M.B., Ch.B. graduate in 1986. 

The predisposition to medical academic success appears to be 
almost a genetic factor in the Kong family: Kester’s sister is also a 
doctor (Harvard and Queen’s University, Ontario). 

Kester lived in Holland House in his first year at Edinburgh, and 
then moved into the Medical Missionary Hostel further down Dalkeith 
Road.  This is a co-ed establishment where the highest standards of 
presbyterian rectitude are apparently adhered to. Interestingly, the 
fact that Kester is an Anglican did not disqualify him from admittance. 

Dr. Kong’s pre-registration house-jobs (internship) were carried out 
at the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary where he did a stint in surgery 
supervised by Mr. I.B. Macleod, Surgeon to the Queen in Scotland. 
Fortunately, Her Majesty did not require consultation with Mr. 
Macleod and Dr. Kong, although clearly she would have been in good 
hands had she been indisposed while in her northern kingdom. 

In common with so many residents of Hong Kong, Kester’s family 
established residency in Canada ahead of the handover of the colony 
by the British to the Peoples’ Republic of China in 1997, so it was 
logical for Kester to move to Canada to practice as a Neurologist.  He 
initially moved to Calgary (Alberta seems to have erected less barriers 
to foreign physicians than Ontario). Alberta’s gain was Ontario’s loss. 
Kester completed his residency at the University of Calgary where the 
units he was attached to included neurology, gastro-enterology, 
cardiology, haematology, nephrology, pulmonary medicine, 
endocrinology, rheumatology and general medicine:  obviously, Kester 
is just the sort of chap you want to have around if you are feeling a 
little under the weather. 

Dr. Kong currently splits his time between Toronto Western 
Hospital and Scarborough Grace Hospital. He is a founding member of 
the Edinburgh University Club of Toronto. He has fond memories of 
his time at Edinburgh and has returned many times, particularly 
during the Edinburgh Festival. He is looking forward to attending the 
twentieth anniversary reunion of Edinburgh medical graduates in 
2006. 
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Edinburgh Graduate Honoured in Toronto 
Knox College in the University of Toronto was founded in 
1844.  The magnificent chapel of the College which amply 
reflects the Presbyterian heritage of Toronto, was the 
backdrop for a special Convocation held on March 7, 2005 
at which the Principal of Knox College ( a woman ) 
conferred the degree of Doctor of Divinity on the visiting 
Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland  ( also a woman ). 
Knox College was of course named after the sixteenth-
century harbinger of the Scottish Reformation, John 
Knox, whose publications include the 1558 tract: The First 
Blast of the Trumpet Against the Monstrous Regiment of 
Women. We are not sure what John Knox would have had 
to say about a woman holding the position of Moderator 
in the Church of Scotland, but we can speculate that he 
would have employed robust language. 
Dr. Alison Elliot, our fellow Edinburgh alumna, is the first 
woman ever in the Church of Scotland’s long history, to 
hold the position of Moderator. Her visit to Toronto in 
March was her first trip to North America. Following the 
conferring of an honorary degree by the Reverend 
Professor J. Dorcas Gordon, the Moderator delivered an 
address on The Church in the Twenty-first Century. Dr. 
Elliot told the audience that the Church in Scotland makes 
an important contribution to political debate, and is a 
factor which enriches public life. She said that although 
Scotland is haunted by its sectarian past, the current 
Scottish ecumenical climate is good. 
The Moderator talked of two nineteenth-century ministers:  
Brewster and Burns. The former was famous for fiery 
rhetoric and drew large congregations, while the latter was 
concerned by social justice and wrote on the causes of 
poverty in contemporary Great Britain.  While the fiery 
rhetoric of Brewster is forgotten today, readers still refer to 
Burns’ work on poverty and social injustice. Dr Elliot 
clearly believes that the Church must concern itself with 
social justice and look beyond the self-interested consumer 
society in which we live today.  
The Convocation ended with an academic procession of 
eminent divines in brilliant blue and bright scarlet robes 
which would not have looked out of place in the College 
of Cardinals: another factor which might have encouraged 
great wailing and gnashing of teeth had the spirit of John 
Knox been present. However, the rather gloomy 
Edinburgh-like weather conditions of a dark March 
evening in Toronto which awaited us outside the Chapel, 
brought us all back to a more Presbyterian frame of 
reference. 

 

EDUCT Annual Dinner 

Twenty-eight EDUCT members and guests 
attended the 2005 EDUCT Annual Dinner in the 
oak-beamed splendour of the Great Hall of the 
Arts & Letters Club on Saturday April 16, 2005. 

The after-dinner speaker was John Twomey, 
retired CBC television producer and Media 
Communications Professor, who took as his 
topic:  Hollywood’s View of Mary, Queen of 
Scots. He illustrated his talk with video clips of 
past movie representations, including Katherine 
Hepburn in the infamous 1938 Mary of 
Scotland, which Professor Twomey described 
as possibly the worst travesty of history in the 
annals of Hollywood.  

One interesting fact he shared with us is 
that Katherine Hepburn claimed to be a direct 
descendent of the Earl of Bothwell, third 
husband of Mary, Queen of Scots. Mary, Queen 
of Scots is of interest to Edinburgh alumni as 
she was, of course, the mother of our founder, 
King James VI. King James was also the 
founder of that other 
well-known British 
institution: the United 
Kingdom, which was 
established twenty years 
after the foundation of 
our University when 
James of Scotland 
became James I of the 
new United Kingdom in 
1603. 

The members greatly 
enjoyed Professor Twomey’s talk which was a 
fitting conclusion to a convivial EDUCT evening. 

 

The Story Behind EDUCT 
 
“EDUCT” is intended to form the acronym for the 
Edinburgh University Club of Toronto.   
 
“Educt” is a word which means, in the language of 
chemists: “A body separated by decomposition from 
another.” In addition, there is “e-duct”, an 
electronic channel, which seems appropriate 
for all of our members receiving EDUCT News 
via e-mail. 
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Life On Mars 

About 20 EDUCT members gathered at the Arts and Letters Club on 
Sunday March 13, 2005 to listen to an Address from Dr. Vicky Hipkin on 
the topic of the Search for Life on Mars. 
 

 
(Shown left to right) 
Simon Miles, EDUCT  
Vice-President,  
Dr. Vicky Hipkin, and 
Paul Bradley, EDUCT 
President. 
 
 
 
Dr Hipkin is a 
Program Scientist for 
Planetary Exploration 

with the Canadian Space Agency ( “CSA” ). She obtained a M.Sc. degree 
in Image Sensing from Edinburgh University in 1995.  She has recently 
moved from Toronto to Montreal where the CSA is based. Dr. Hipkin told 
our group that a side benefit of life in Montreal is the opportunity for her 
to brush up her French language skills which is the daily language of the 
Program engineers. 

Dr. Hipkin started by explaining that even agreeing on what 
constitutes life is not easy since anything from a unicellular bacterium to 
animals may fulfill the definition. She offered “an autonomous system 
capable of self-replication” as a working definition. What is clear is that 
the co-existence of water and carbon are pre-requisites for life as we 
know it. 

There have been theories about life on Mars for centuries: Since the 
sixteenth century, scientists have known about the polar ice caps. 
Percival Lowell’s 1906 book – Mars and its Canals – generated 
contemporary excitement. In the current age, we are getting to know 
Mars better: There were three fly-by Mariner space missions in 1965 to 
1969. In 2004, the European Express mission detected evidence of 
frozen water; this is of interest because in 2001, it was discovered back 
on Earth that “extremophiles” - dormant Arctic bacteria - can remain 
alive for 100,000 years. So there may be life in Mars’ frozen ice caps. 

We now have much pictorial evidence of what the Mars landscape 
looks like as a result of photographs taken by US Rover technology.  Dr 
Hipkin explained how much fun cartoonists have had with the 
photographs of barren landscapes by drawing pictures of green bug-
eyed Martians erecting hoardings showing barren landscapes where 
Rover’s cameras go so as to hide the “true” nature of Mars. 

In 2007, Canada will participate in the US-led Phoenix mission and will 
be responsible for one of five experiments.   

One derived the impression from this riveting presentation from our 
fellow Edinburgh alumna, just how exciting it is to be working on the 
frontiers of knowledge. 

Dr. Hipkin’s presentation was followed by a lively question and answer 
session which left the audience wanting to know more about Canada’s 
role in examining the possibilities for Life on Mars. 

 

EDUCT Needs You! 
Call for Volunteers 
The Board is actively seeking 
volunteers to assist as follows: 
 
Speakers: EDUCT seeks 
speakers for upcoming events. 
Contact Liz McBeth at 
liz@mcbeth-media.com or at 
416.291.9400 to volunteer for 
the Spring Series or future 
speaking opportunities. 
 
Event Volunteers: If you are 
interested in hosting or 
coordinating an event in the 
2005-2006 season, or would 
simply like to share ideas about 
the kinds of events you would 
like to see from EDUCT, please 
contact Anna Voineskos at 
agvoineskos@rogers.com. 
 
Phone Volunteers: EDUCT seeks 
two individuals to help us stay 
in touch with our members who 
do not currently use email. The 
time commitment is minimal: 
less than two hours per month. 
Please contact Liz McBeth at 
416.291.9400 or liz@mcbeth-
media.com if you are interested 
in lending your voice to help us 
stay connected with fellow 
graduates. 
 
Newsletter Volunteers: Members 
are invited to submit stories, 
photographs and other content 
to EDUCT News. Contact the 
editor, Jim Hunter, at 
jameshunter@kpmg.ca if you 
have stories, news, or other 
content that you would like to 
share with your fellow 
graduates. 
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Appreciations  (cont’d) 
Mary (as was certainly the intention of their creators) in the 
eyes of many of her contemporaries and many more of 
those who have examined her case since her execution in 
1587. Guy explains clearly how and why so many people 
were dead-set on condemning Mary for at least some of 
the many charges levelled at her. Almost 400 pages trace 
Mary’s path from Scotland to France back to Scotland and 
then to prison in England, in which situation and state she 
spent almost 19 of her 44 years.  
    Although he devotes relatively little space to this 
admittedly less interesting part of her life, Guy does show 
how an anointed and sovereign queen, hedged about with 
what Mary and most of her contemporaries believed to be 
a “divinity” that made her a being apart, could be charged 
with adultery (Guy’s verdict: guilty) and murder (not 
guilty), as well as conspiracy (guilty) and treason (it 
depends) against another queen whom she officially 
described as her “dear cousin and sister”.     
     One wonders about the reaction of the 15-year-old Jane 
Austen, who avowedly wrote her delightful History of 
England “to prove the innocence of the Queen of Scots, 
which I flatter myself with having effectually done, and to 
abuse Elizabeth, tho’ I am rather fearful of having fallen 
short in the latter part of my scheme.”     
     Guy is least persuasive in his analysis of Mary’s 
relationship with the dangerous James Hepburn, Earl of 
Bothwell, whom she took as her third husband within a 
scandalously short period after the spectacular and 
mysterious murder of her second husband, the lamentable, 
and generally unlamented, Henry, Lord Darnley, who was 
widely considered to be Bothwell’s victim, possibly with 
Mary’s connivance.  

Antonia Fraser’s 1969 biography is better on this score. 
Fraser also puts greater, and justified, emphasis on the 
enormous difficulties faced by all 16th-century female 
rulers, of which there were a remarkable number, all of 
them being, in various ways, quite remarkable. And Guy’s 
style, unlike Fraser’s irony-spiced elegance, can be jarring. 
One is startled to be told that Mary was “on a steep 
learning curve”, that a diplomat discovered problems “in 
his in-tray”, or that the Provost of Edinburgh “finally got 
his act together”.  More rigorous editing would have 
removed such infelicities. 

These are relatively minor blemishes, however, in what 
is both an enlightening and entertaining work of 
scholarship that can be comfortably enjoyed by the general 
reader. It is a worthy addition to the Mary Queen of Scots 
industry. 

“In my end is my beginning”  
(oft-embroidered motto, accompanied by  
an image of a phoenix, of Mary Queen  

of Scots) 

 

Edinburgh Alumna to Launch Program Linking 
Business Minds and Social Missions 
 
This spring, EDUCT Director Liz McBeth and 
colleagues from her MBA program at the 
Rotman School of Management, will launch 
Rotman Nexus—a non-profit management 
consulting service established specifically to 
help non-profit organizations and social 
enterprises build capacity, explore new revenue 
streams, and broaden their networks for 
financial and community support.  
 

 
(Shown left to right) Nexus co-founders Paul Riedlinger 
MBA Candidate ’06), Sasan Parhizgari (MBA ’05),  
Liz McBeth (MBA ’05), Ushnish Sengupta (MBA 
Candidate ’06), and Jay O’Neill (MBA ’05). Not present:  
Tom Rimac MBA ’04) 
 

Staffed by top-tier MBA students who have 
completed the first of two years’ study, and 
demonstrated a commitment to the social 
sector, Rotman Nexus will offer management 
consulting services at affordable rates and 
advance and disseminate research on the 
measurement of social return and blended 
value. 

A non-profit entity operating on a cost-
recovery basis, Rotman Nexus is currently 
accepting projects and seeking funding to 
expand the agency to serve a greater number 
of social mission clients in 2006. The initiative 
creates a platform for knowledge sharing 
across the social and private sectors. 

For more information, contact Liz McBeth at 
416-697-9287 or liz@mcbeth-media.com, or 
visit the Rotman Nexus website at 
www.rotman.utoronto.ca/nexus/. 
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Board of Directors  
We invite your comments and 
suggestions at any time. Please feel 
free to contact any member of the 
Board of Directors with your comments 
and suggestions: 
 
Paul Bradley, President,  
(BSc 1982), 416.464.9771, 
pbradley@frasermackenzie.com  
 
Simon Miles, Vice-President Director, 
(MA 1962), 416.466.8793, simon-
miles@sympatico.ca  
 
Johan Krijgsman, Treasurer, 
(MA Hons Econ 1971), 416.444.4719, 
krijgsman@sympatico.ca  
 
James Hunter, Director/Editor,  
(MA 1973) jameshunter@kpmg.ca  
 
Liz McBeth, Communications,  
(MA 1994), 416.291.9400,  
liz@mcbeth-media.com 
 
Anna Voineskos, Member Activities, 
(BA Arch. 1970), 416.964.6319, 
agvoineskos@rogers.com 
 
 
2005 subscriptions are due. To 
continue to receive the benefits of 
membership, including EDUCT 
News, please send your cheque for 
$30, made out to ‘Edinburgh 
University Club of Toronto’, to: 
 

Johan Krijgsman 
EDUCT Treasurer 
11 Crossburn Drive 
Toronto, ON  M3B 2Z3 
 
 
Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni in 
the GTA?  Please pass this on. 
 
Please send submissions or ideas for articles 
to the Editor:  jameshunter@kpmg.ca 
 
 
Sponsors: 
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