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EDUCT News
Connecting Edinburgh University Alumni in the GTA

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Message from the President  
 

It is two years 
since Jim 
Hunter and I 
made the first 
moves to 
establish an 

Edinburgh alumni club in the 
greater Toronto area. While the 
task of helping to build this 
group has been a pleasure, it has 
not been without its challenges, 
the greatest of which arises from 
the traditional parting of the 
ways of institution and student 
following graduation; leaving 
both largely unaware of each 
other or the mutual benefits of 
remaining in contact. As a result, 
it has taken the boundless 
enthusiasm of my fellow board 
members to rekindle, for many, a 
long dormant interest.  
    The foundations are now in 
place: with over 70 active 
members and events that are 
attracting larger and larger 
audiences. In 2005 we will be 
concentrating on expanding our 
membership, as well as fine-
tuning our events program to 
ensure the widest possible 
appeal. We look forward to your 
participation, welcome your 
ideas and suggestions and need 
your help in locating fellow 
graduates. 

On behalf of the board I wish 
you the very best New Year and 
I look forward to seeing you at 
our next event. 

Paul Bradley 
President, EDUCT 

 
 
Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni 
in the GTA? Please pass this on. 
 

 

UPCOMING CLUB AND ALUMNI EVENTS 
 

Burns Nightcap January 25, 2005 
What A New Twist on a Favorite Tradition 
When January 25, 2005, 6:30 p.m. onward  
Where Upstairs in a private space at The Bow & Arrow Pub 

1954 Yonge Street (Yonge and Davisville) 
Cost We will be asking participants to make a small contribution towards the cost 

of the room and light refreshments. Please pay for your own beverages. 
RSVP/Info Liz McBeth, liz@mcbeth-media.com, 416.291.9400 
 

Edinburgh University Speaker March 7, 2005 
What Dr. Alison Elliott, Moderator of the General Assembly, Church of Scotland 

will deliver a lecture on the Church in the 21st Century 
When Monday, March 7, 2005, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
Where Knox College, 59 St. George Street, Toronto 
Cost Please confirm with Knox College 
RSVP/Info Knox College, 416.978.2787  
 

EDUCT Speaker March 13, 2005 
What Dr. Vicky Hipkin, The Search for Life on Mars 
When Sunday, March 13, 2005, 3:00 p.m. 
Where The Arts and Letters Club, 14 Elm Street 
Cost Parking is available for $5 flat rate at the Delta Chelsea Hotel 

Validate at the A&L. 
RSVP/Info Simon Miles, simon-miles@sympatico.ca, 416.466.8793 
 

Club Dinner April 16, 2005 
When Saturday, April 16, 2005, cocktails 6:30 p.m; dinner 7:30 p.m. 
Where The Arts and Letters Club, 14 Elm Street 
Cost Ticket Price TBA 

Parking is available for $5 flat rate at the Delta Chelsea Hotel 
Validate at the A&L. 

RSVP/Info Donald Gillies, dgillies@ryerson.ca, 416.960.8326 
 

Annual General Meeting May 29, 2005 
When Sunday, May 29, 2005, Time TBA. 
Where TBA 
Cost Free 
RSVP/Info Anna Voineskos, agvoineskos@rogers.com, 416.964.6319 
 
If you have ideas for future events or locations, or would like to volunteer to 
help with any of our planned events, please contact Liz McBeth at  
liz@mcbeth-media.com or 416.291.9400.   
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Treasurer’s Report: Unaudited 
Annual Financial Statement 
As at December 31 
BALANCE SHEET 2004 2003 

Cash at bank $ 3,339 $2,895 
being: 
members’ funds $3,339 $2,895 

INCOME STATEMENT 

Income  

  Donations 0 710 

  Member fees 360 1,890 

  Events 1,530 1,005 

  Sundry 0 50 

  Total Revenue 1,890 3,655 

Expenses  

  Events 1,313 418 

  Postage 0 294 

  Bank charges 133 48 

  Total expenses 1,446 760 

  Net income $444 $2,895 

  Opening cash 2,895 0 

  Closing cash $3,339 $2,895 

 
 

EDUCT Needs You! 
Call for Volunteers 
The Board is actively seeking 
volunteers to assist as follows: 
 
Phone Volunteers: EDUCT seeks 
two individuals to help us stay in 
touch with our members who do 
not currently use email. The time 
commitment is minimal: less 
than two hours per month. 
Please contact Liz McBeth at 
416.291.9400 or liz@mcbeth-
media.com if you are interested 
in lending your voice to help us 
stay connected with fellow 
graduates. 
 
Newsletter Volunteers: Designers, 
DTP professionals, and writers 
are invited to volunteer to assist 
with the production of EDUCT 
News. Contact the editor, Jim 
Hunter at jameshunter@kpmg.ca 
if you are interested in getting 
involved. 
 

ALUMNUS PROFILE 
Donald J. Gillies was born on the Isle 
of Skye in 1938 and graduated with 
an honours MA degree in Economics 
from Edinburgh University in 1962. 
His road from Skye to Edinburgh was 
long and winding. Two weeks before 
Neville Chamberlain declared war on Germany, the infant Donald and 
his mother set sail for the relative safety of Canada aboard the RMS 
Duchess of York to join his father. It is fortunate they did not delay 
because the next ship leaving, the RMS Athenia, found itself on the high 
seas just after the outbreak of hostilities where it was torpedoed with 
great loss of life by a German U-boat. 

Professor Gillies attended elementary school in Toronto and later 
returned to Skye. He completed his secondary education at Inverness 
Royal Academy.  Although Donald’s main sphere of University study was 
the “dismal science” (economics), he did take a course in elementary 
Celtic (otherwise known as Scottish Gaelic) at Edinburgh, which had 
been the first language of his Skye ancestors. 

Donald obtained his teacher’s certificate from the Ontario College of 
Education in 1965. Following stints as a special student with Marshall 
McLuhan at the Centre for Culture and Technology and at the University 
of Toronto’s Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, he continued the 
pattern of transatlantic peregrination when he returned to the United 
Kingdom to obtain a MSc degree at the University of London and a DIC 
at Imperial College, both in the History of Technology. 

Most of Donald’s professional life has been spent at Ryerson 
University where he worked his way through the academic ranks, being 
appointed Professor in the School of Image Arts in 1972 where he was 
Chair in 1973-9. He was a CEO in the telecom private sector in 1986-8 
on leave from Ryerson. In 1999, he was appointed Associate Director of 
the Joint York-Ryerson Graduate Program in Communication and 
Culture. Following his recent retirement, he enjoys the title of Professor 
Emeritus, Media and Communications, School of Image Arts.  He is 
currently Adjunct Professor at the Ryerson and York Schools of 
Graduate Studies supervising M.A. student theses, which just goes to 
show than even in “retirement”, there is no rest for the academic. 

 Donald’s publications, radio, film and TV appearances, and academic 
associations are too numerous to list (his short-form resume is 11 pages 
long). Some current affiliations give you a sense of his wide-ranging 
interests: he is a director of the University of Toronto’s McLuhan 
Program in Culture and Technology an Advisor on the Media Literacy 
Committee at OISE, advisor to the International Telecommunication 
Union World Summit on the Information Society, a member of the 
National Press Club of Canada, a member of the Arts and Letters Club, a 
life member of An Comunn Gaidhealach (the Highland Society of 
Scotland), and of course, a founding member of EDUCT. 

Donald may enjoy the honorific title of Emeritus, but he has in no 
sense retired from the lecture circuit: as recently as November 2004, 
Donald gave a witty and illuminating talk on The Gaelic Renaissance to 
EDUCT. So you see, the time spent studying elementary Celtic at 
Edinburgh in 1960 was indeed time well spent. 
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MODERATOR OF THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY OF THE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND, DR. ALISON ELLIOT, 
SPEAKS AT KNOX COLLEGE, 
UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 
 
In 1558, the celebrity Calvinist 
and spokesperson for the 
Scottish Reformation, John 
Knox, issued a pamphlet in 
Edinburgh with the stirring title: 
The First Blast of the Trumpet 
Against the Monstrous Regiment 
of Women.  

Modern-day psychologists 
might discern some sense of 
male inadequacy in Knox’s 
colourful use of language. He 
was certainly upset because 
women seemed to be breaking 
through the glass ceiling all over 
the Europe he knew:  in France, 
powerful Catherine de Medici, 
was starting her lengthy period 
of regency; in England, the 
almost fifty-year reign of 
Elizabeth, the greatest monarch 
that country ever had, was 
beginning; closer to home in 
Scotland, the young, beautiful 
and recently-widowed Mary, 
Queen of Scots, had just 
returned to Edinburgh from 
France to claim her birthright. 

As you enter New College, 
Edinburgh today, you cannot fail 
to notice the statue of John Knox 
louring over the proceedings.  
Perhaps it is Knox’s words and 
the physical presence of this 
iconic statue which have made 
us wait far too long to see a 
woman as the Moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland. In May 2004, Dr 
Alison Elliot became the first 
woman to hold the position of 
Moderator. 

As well as being Moderator for 
2004/05, Dr. Elliot is Associate 
Director of the Centre for 
Theology and Public Issues. 

EDUCT members are invited to 
a free lecture to hear an address 
by Dr. Elliot. 

 
Date: Monday March 7, 2005 
Time: 7:00 – 9:00 pm 
Place: Knox College (where  

else!), 59 St. George  
Street, Toronto 

Reviving Gaelic 
by Willadean Leo 
 

Donald Gillies, Professor Emeritus of Media and Communications at 
Ryerson University, Toronto, intrigued and, perhaps, slightly alarmed those 
gathered to hear him speak at the Arts and Letters Club on November 7 
by beginning with an overhead that displayed Gaelic words. A moment’s 
study made it apparent that they indicated the title of his talk: “The Gaelic 
Renaissance: Literature, Language, Media and Politics”. He soothed any 
remaining anxiety by substituting the English version of the text, and 
launching into some biographical details that offered a context for the 
Gaelic Renaissance. 

Like many others, he took up Gaelic as an adult learner. (He noted 
that his parents had used Gaelic for “domestic concealment”.) Britain’s 
1872 Education Act, which forbade the teaching of Gaelic in elementary 
schools, was a factor that contributed to the near-demise of the language; 
the reversal in 1918, mandating knowledge of Gaelic, had little influence. 

Much has changed in Edinburgh since then. The University’s program 
in Celtic and Scottish Studies is only one example of renewed interest. 
There are now some 60,000 Gaelic speakers: in Scotland, about 10,000 are 
in Glasgow, the rest being in the northwest, while others are in Nova 
Scotia and Australia.  

Other statistics gave the audience some intriguing facts. For example, 
in John MacKechnie’s Catalogue of Gaelic Manuscripts in Selected 
Libraries in Great Britain and Ireland (noted on the helpful bibliographic 
handout), there are 8,280 items. The earliest manuscript listed is from 
1639. Gaelic books began to spread after the Protestant Reformation: 
between 1537 and 1973, 3,038 books were printed in Gaelic. Currently, 
magazines and newspapers are available in Gaelic, and it is possible to hear 
the language on the radio and watch people interacting in Gaelic on 
television. 

Politically, there have been massive changes, with a corresponding 
influence on culture and education. Opening in 2007 will be the University 
of the Highlands and Islands, a virtual university that will have 16 
campuses from the Shetlands to Galloway. This is a sign of encouragement 
for the Gaelic language and those who hope that it will have a future 
brighter than so recently seemed to be possible. 

Thanks to Donald for an excellent talk. 
 
Welcome Aboard! 
 
The end of 2004 has seen a change of directors on the EDUCT board.  Long-
serving directors Dr. Kirsty Duncan and Nicholas Mitsakakis have stepped aside 
to concentrate on new developments in their professional lives.  

Kirsty has a new appointment at the Joseph L. Rotman School of Business 
and Nicholas has embarked on a PhD.  We wish them both well in their new 
endeavours and thank them for their hard work and contributions to the success 
of EDUCT.  

As we go into 2005 with a strong programme of activities and ambitions to 
expand our membership further, we welcome Johan Krijgsman as Treasurer and 
Anna Voineskos as Events Director.  We look forward to working with them and 
thank them for volunteering their time. 
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Appreciations 
Appreciations is an occasional column of book reviews which may be of interest 
to Edinburgh alumni. 
 
Tomorrow and tomorrow and tomorrow… 
Ronald Wright: A Scientific Romance.  Toronto: Alfred A. Knopf 
Canada, 1997. 
by Willadean Leo 
 

So why start a column of “appreciations” for books that have a 
Scottish connection with Wright’s A Scientific Romance? There is 
nothing in the title (after H.G. Wells) or the jacket blurb (“An 
intoxicating story of love, plague and time travel…extraordinary 
fiction for our times–a new Nineteen Eighty-four”) that brings 
Scotland to mind. 

But consider the Table of Contents: I. The Wells Device II. After 
London III. The Scottish Play IV. Tithonus 

There's the connection. There are also hints of the literary and 
mythological ore mined by Wright: Wells's "scientific romances", 
late 19th-century catastrophe fiction, and Greek mythology (by way 
of Tennyson), as well as Shakespeare. These apparently 
incongruous and many-coloured blocks are fitted together with 
tesserae of ideas and quotes from the Bible, mediaeval mystery 
plays, and the works of poets and novelists ranging from Langland 
to Rilke to Hardy, all framed by archaeological and anthropological 
musings. The result is a wonderful book: a mystery, elegy, warning, 
lamentation and puzzle. 

A Londoner, David reaches Scotland not via motor or rail, but 
on foot. In Great Britain, 2500 A.D., there are no cars or trains–
not working ones. 2500 A.D.? In Part I, David describes how he 
comes into possession of a letter by, yes, H.G.Wells, which 
contains the startling information that The Time Machine was not, 
really, fiction. 

Why David bolts into the future, burdened by hope, fear, regret 
for his best friend, the musician Bird, and grief for the ghost of 
Anita, the Egyptologist they both loved, I'll leave you to discover. 
Since this column is supposed to be concerned with things 
Scottish, let's turn to Part III. 

David's journey takes him through familiar places become 
strange. He spends time in Edinburgh, conducting archaeological 
research in the castle ruins, and camping in the 11th-century St. 
Margaret's Chapel which has survived considerably better than 
most 20th- and post-20th-century buildings. He moves on to Perth, 
Pitlochry ("not a souvenir in sight") and Dalwhinnie before arriving 
at Urquhart Castle, where the laird greets him with an ambivalence 
that is mutual.  

The Macbeth of 2500 A.D. would probably not be recognizable 
to Shakespeare, or to Raphael Holinshed, from whose Chronicles 
Shakespeare got what he needed for "the Scottish play" (and a 
number of others, too). It seems quite possible, however, that the 
real Macbeth (r. 1040-1057) would acknowledge a certain affinity 
with his namesake of 1500 years later. Due to the overwhelming 

effects of environmental catastrophe and 
civil war, conditions are mediaeval, if 
not, indeed, primitive.  
 

The illiterate laird demands that his 
mysterious guest decipher incom-
prehensible ancient archives. David's 
understanding of what he has escaped in 
the past, only to encounter the results in 
the future, develops in a setting where 
an unlikely crop grows on Highland 
hillsides, an enormous pile of skulls 
moulders in the castle cellar, and the 
intricacies of clan relationships and the 
aberrations of post-Apocalypse Christian 
ritual surround him like unexploded 
bombs. 

Macbeth is apprehensive, curious, 
suspicious, shrewd, and eager to learn. 
Not so Lady Macbeth (who “would 
make a decent archaeologist“). She is 
convinced that David is of the Devil, 
and no one who is familiar with the 
Bard's work will be surprised to discover 
that her influence over her husband is 
considerable, and malevolent.  

By the time that David assumes the 
central role in a well-known play (not 
the one you're thinking of), he has 
pieced together the history of the story 
that he is telling. His distant past, and 
our immediate future, was/will be 
increasingly unpleasant, and eventually 
catastrophic. Final understanding and 
acceptance of the answer to his personal 
quest await him in London. His last 
dispatch from the future is this book, 
and it is well worth reading.  
 

The Story Behind EDUCT 
 
“EDUCT” is intended to form the acronym 
for the Edinburgh University Club of 
Toronto.   
 
“Educt” is a word which means, in the 
language of chemists: “A body separated 
by decomposition from another.” In 
addition, there is “e-duct”, an 
electronic channel, which seems 
appropriate for all of our members 
receiving EDUCT News via e-mail. 
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Board of Directors  
We invite your comments and 
suggestions at any time. Please feel 
free to contact any member of the 
Board of Directors with your comments 
and suggestions: 
 
Paul Bradley, President,  
(BSc 1982), 416.464.9771, 
pbradley@frasermackenzie.com  
 
Simon Miles, Vice-President Director, 
(MA 1962), 416.466.8793, simon-
miles@sympatico.ca  
 
Johan Krijgsman, Treasurer, 
(MA Hons Econ 1971), 416.444.4719, 
krijgsman@sympatico.ca  
 
James Hunter, Director/Editor,  
(MA 1973) jameshunter@kpmg.ca  
 
Liz McBeth, Communications,  
(MA 1994), 416.291.9400,  
liz@mcbeth-media.com 
 
Anna Voineskos, Member Activities, 
(BA Arch. 1970), 416.964.6319, 
agvoineskos@rogers.com 
 
 
2005 subscriptions are now due. 
To continue to receive the benefits 
of membership, including this 
Newsletter, please send your cheque 
for $30, made out to ‘Edinburgh 
University Club of Toronto’, to: 
 

Johan Krijgsman 
EDUCT Treasurer 
11 Crossburn Drive 
Toronto, ON  M3B 2Z3 
 
 
Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni in 
the GTA?  Please pass this on. 
 
Please send submissions or ideas for articles 
to the Editor:  jameshunter@kpmg.ca 
 
 
Sponsors: 
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