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Message from the Board  
 
This edition of EDUCT News 
marks the handing of the baton 
from Jim Hunter to Paul 
Bradley, as EDUCT enters a new 
stage in its development. Under 
Jim’s excellent stewardship 
EDUCT has been transformed 
from an interesting idea into a 
dynamic club. Over the next two 
years we will be building on our 
solid momentum, as we seek to 
expand our membership and 
scope of activities. We need your 
help to do this, and encourage all 
of you to contact the Board with 
ideas and suggestions, as well as 
the names of potential members. 
 
We are delighted to bring you a 
full roster of events this Fall, 
including the return of Pub 
Nights and a Stratford outing  
( page 5 ). Also, we ask you to 
please review the Call For 
Volunteers ( page 2 ) and 
consider getting more involved 
in EDUCT. 
 
 
 
Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni 
in the GTA? Please pass this on. 
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UPCOMING CLUB AND ALUMNI EVENTS 
 

Cross-MBA Networking Event September 2, 2004 
Who Can 
Attend 

Edinburgh MBA and Business Administration graduates are invited to meet 
graduates of other leading business schools, including Wharton, Harvard, 
Darden, Cornell, INSEAD, Chicago, Michigan, IMD, LBS, and more! 

When September 2, 2004, 6:30 p.m. onward  
Where Pure Spirits, Patio, Distillery District (www.thedistillerydistrict.com)   
Cost Free (please pay for your refreshments) 
RSVP/Info Liz McBeth, liz@mcbeth-media.com, 416.291.9400 
 

Scottish Studies Society Sailing Cruise September 5, 2004 
When Sunday, September 5, 2004, 2:00 p.m. 
Where Board at Pier 6 at Marina Quay West, 539 Queens Quay West 
Cost Advance: Adults $20, Children 15 and under $5; Day of sail: $25, $8  

(all proceeds go to support Scottish Studies at the University of Guelph) 
RSVP/Info Kirsty Duncan, Kirsty.Duncan@utoronto.ca, 416.241.6326 
 

EDUCT Pub Night September 14, 2004 
When Tuesday, September 14, 2004, 6:30 p.m. onward 
Where The Duke of York Pub, 39 Prince Arthur St. (http://york.thedukepubs.ca) 
Cost Free (please pay for your refreshments) 
RSVP/Info Liz McBeth, liz@mcbeth-media.com, 416.291.9400 
 

EDUCT Gourmet Night September 18, 2004 
When Saturday, September 18, 2004, 5:30 p.m. 
Where Hosted by Johan and Teresa Krijgsman 
What International Menu Items: please contact Liz McBeth for more information 
RSVP/Info Liz McBeth, liz@mcbeth-media.com, 416.291.9400 
 

EDUCT Pub Night October 14, 2004 
When Thursday, October 14, 2004, 6:30 p.m. onward 
Where The Bow and Arrow, 1954 Yonge St. (at Davisville) (www.arrowpubs.com) 
Cost Free (please pay for your refreshments) 
RSVP/Info Liz McBeth, liz@mcbeth-media.com, 416.291.9400 
 

Stratford Outing: Macbeth October 30, 2004 
When Saturday, October 30, 2004 
Where Stratford, Ontario 
Cost Details of a significant discount for EDUCT members are set out on page 5 
RSVP/Info Jim Hunter, jameshunter@kpmg.ca, 416.777.3193 
 

EDUCT Speaker: The Gaelic Renaissance November 7, 2004 
Topic The Gaelic Renaissance: Literature, Language, Media and Politics 
Who Donald Gillies, Professor Emeritus of Media and Communications, Ryerson  
When Sunday, November 7, 2004, 3:00 p.m. 
Where The Arts and Letters Club, 14 Elm Street 
Cost $10/person 
RSVP/Info Liz McBeth, liz@mcbeth-media.com, 416.291.9400 
 
If you have ideas for future events or locations, or would like to volunteer to 
help with any of our planned events, please contact Liz McBeth at  
liz@mcbeth-media.com or 416.291.9400.   
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EDUCT Needs You! 
Call for Volunteers 
The Board is actively seeking 
volunteers to assist as follows: 
 
Whisky Expert: EDUCT seeks an 
individual to speak about the 
finer properties of whisky at a 
future Scotch Nosing event. 
Contact Liz McBeth at 
416.291.9400 or liz@mcbeth-
media.com if you are interested 
in sharing your knowledge of 
whisky, or to recommend 
someone for the role. 
 
Speakers: EDUCT seeks speakers 
for upcoming events. Contact 
Liz McBeth at 416.291.9400 or 
liz@mcbeth-media.com to 
volunteer for the Spring Series or 
future speaking opportunities. 
 
Events Volunteers: To help bring 
you the widest possible variety of 
events, EDUCT is actively 
seeking individuals to assist with 
logistics and promotion to 
members, the media, and other 
clubs and associations. Contact 
Liz McBeth at 416.291.9400 or 
liz@mcbeth-media.com if you 
are interested in getting involved. 
 
Newsletter Volunteers: Designers, 
DTP professionals, and writers 
are invited to volunteer to assist 
with the production of EDUCT 
News. Contact Jim Hunter at 
jameshunter@kpmg.ca if you are 
interested in getting involved. 
 
Membership Drive 2004 
The board has set a goal of 
reaching 100 members in 2004 
and we need your help! If you 
know of other alumni in the area 
please refer them to EDUCT. 
Special recognition will be given 
to the individual who refers the 
most new members to our club 
in 2004. 

ALUMNA PROFILE 
Ellen McNiven Hine (née Syme) was born in 
Whitburn, West Lothian and grew up in Bathgate. 
She graduated from Edinburgh University with an 
honours M.A. degree in French in 1953. After 
graduation, Dr. Hine spent a year at Moray House 
where she obtained her teaching diploma as well 
as a Dip. Ed. 

Following a stint teaching French at Buckhaven 
High School in Fife, and afflicted with the 
wanderlust common to many Edinburgh alumni, 
Ellen spent the next seven years of her working 
life in Africa. She taught French at the Arundel 
School for Girls in Salisbury, Rhodesia (now Harare, Zimbabwe) and 
subsequently was a lecturer at the University College of Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland from 1962 to 1965. Continuing her travels, Ellen’s next move 
was to Wichita Falls, Texas, where she was an associate professor at 
Midwestern University. Then, she spent three years in Virginia. 

Ellen returned to the United Kingdom and obtained her Ph.D. from the 
University of London in 1972. However, do not think it was all a hard 
academic grind: Ellen meet her husband-to-be, Bill, while they were 
both working on their doctorates in the romantic surroundings of the 
Bibliothèque Nationale in Paris and part of the honeymoon was spent in 
the British Library. 

Ellen and Bill have two children who seem to have inherited their 
parents’ academic genes: Robin and Janet are both graduates of 
Princeton (the ivy league university that was modeled so closely on 
Edinburgh and whose faculty drew heavily from Edinburgh graduates in 
its early days). 

Ellen’s memories of Edinburgh include the noise of the trams rattling 
along Princes Street (although she looks far too young to remember 
anything like that), being taught Homonymics by Professor Orr and   
attending Professor’s Salmon’s classes on mediaeval French and vulgar 
Latin. 

Publications include: A Critical Study of Condillac’s “Traite des 
systèmes”, “New Reflections on Women by the Marchioness de 
Lambert” and “Jean-Jacques Dortous de Mairan and the Geneva 
Connection”. Ellen is currently working on a study of Constance de Salm 
and the post-Napoleonic period. 

Her links with the UK remain strong. Every year, she “goes to Jesus”.  
No, this is not an annual epiphany; rather, she and her family have 
enjoyed spending academic summers at Jesus College, Oxford and she 
has been a visiting member of Mansfield College, Oxford for a number 
of years. 

Ellen is currently Associate Professor Emerita at York University where 
she has taught French, Humanities, and Women’s Studies since 1975. 
She has been recognized by an award in teaching excellence in Atkinson 
College. 

Her most recent visit to Edinburgh was last year when she and her 
husband enjoyed a day of glorious weather walking around town with 
Edinburgh looking at its most beautiful, and visiting nostalgic sites such 
as St. Cuthbert’s where they were married and Old College where she 
took her final exams. 
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Queen’s in Pictures 

 
 

 
 

 
Above: EDUCT dinner in the West 
Lakeview Room at the Queen's 
University Faculty Club. From left to 
right: Sally Braff, Dr. Vivian Abrahams, 
Jane Hunter, Ian Braff, Liz McBeth, 
James Hunter, Pam Abrahams, Neville 
Fernando, Teresa Krijgsman, Dr. Evelyn 
Wallace. 
 

Queen’s Weekend 
A warm Scottish welcome awaited 
grads of Edinburgh and their families 
arriving in Kingston on Friday June 18, 
2004 for a weekend at Queen’s 
University. The event was held at the 
invitation of distinguished Edinburgh 
alumni Dr. Vivian and Pam Abrahams, 
who hosted a sumptuous dinner at their 
home on the 18th.  

On Saturday, participants met bright 
and early at Richardson Hall for a talk in 
which guide and history major Danyel 
described the rocky early days of 
Queen’s University, which survived 
numerous threats of closure through the 
sheer determination and dedication of its 
staff, students, and leadership; its intense 
rivalry with King’s University (the Unive
Scotland and to the University of Edinbur

Queen’s University was founded by E
in the image of Edinburgh University. F
Principals and many of its faculty from
University crest is that of a younger son o
heritage is present in the uniforms of th
tartan tam, and Gaelic mottoes.   

To cap off the visit, the group enjo
University Faculty Club. Many thanks a
Abrahams for their warm hospitality,
organizing a wonderful weekend that was 
 
Reconnecting with Your University 
Helen Lessels, Development & Alumni Office 

If you have not been receiving the Unive
magazine, ‘e-Bulletin’, and other regular co
that we do not hold your current contact deta
drop us an email at Development@e
degree/certificate details and year of gradua
can trace you on the University’s Alumni regi
 

The University of Edinburgh 
Development & Alumni 
Charles Stewart House 
9-16 Chambers Street 
EDINBURGH EH1 1HT 

tel:  
fax:  
email

 

Please feel free to visit both the University’s w
and our website at http://www.dev.ed.ac.uk/
comprehensive and offers, amongst other se
information, virtual tours, campus maps, dep
prospective students, and much more. The a
undergo an extensive overhaul in order to of
currently lists information on reunions, event
alumni such as the University Passport, alum
details on how to make a donation and/or leg

Above: Ellen 
Hine and 
daughter, 
Janet, share a 
moment in 
front of a very 
familiar crest 
and distinctive 
banner! 
 
Left: Teresa 
Krijgsman in 
front of the 
towering 
"Living Wall"  
of orchids  
and other 
 flora. 
Group photo on Queen’s campus. 
Front row (left to right): Liz McBeth, 
Sally Braff, Dr. Evelyn Wallace, Dr. 
Ellen Hine, Dr. Vivian Abrahams, Jane 
Hunter, Janet Hine, Queen’s guide 
Danyel. Back row (left to right): 
Siromi Fernando, Neville Fernando, 
Johan Krijgsman, Teresa Krijgsman, 
James Hunter, Queen’s guide Kevin.
rsity of Toronto); and its ties to 
gh. 
dinburgh graduates and created 

or many years Queen’s drew its 
 Edinburgh. Even the Queen’s 
f Edinburgh University. Scottish 
e Queen’s bands, the ubiquitous 

yed an evening at the Queen’s 
re due to Dr. Vivian and Pam 
 delightful company, and for 
enjoyed by all participants. 

rsity magazine, ‘EDiT’, the alumni 
mmunications from us, it may be 
ils. If this applies to you, please do 

d.ac.uk. Be sure to list your 
tion/completion to ensure that we 

ster. Send postal updates to: 

00 44 (0) 131 650 2240 
00 44 (0) 131 650 2239 

: Development@ed.ac.uk 

ebsite at http://www.ed.ac.uk/ 
. The University’s website is very 
rvices; news and features, historical 
artmental insights, information for 
lumni website, which is shortly to 
fer more interactive services, 
s, clubs, services available to 
ni cruises, the MasterCard and 
acy. 
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Edinburgh Connections 
Liz McBeth (MA Hons 1994) 

It began with a photograph of a remarkable cricket team… When Dr. 
Vivian Abrahams submitted his photo of the Edinburgh University 
Academic Staff Cricket team of 1954 to EDUCT News (see Issue 4, 
February 2004), I took special note of the date. I contacted him to 
ask if he had known a professor of medicine who was a great 
friend and colleague of my grandfather. From there, we discovered 
an amazing connection. 

My grandfather, Dr. Frank P. Brooks, 
worked as an educator, researcher, and 
physician in the field of gastroenter-
ology. A graduate of the University of 
Pennsylvania (Penn) Medical School 
and of Dartmouth College, my 
grandfather taught physiology at Penn. 
He loved teaching and, throughout his 
long career, was honoured to receive 
many ‘best teacher’ awards from his 
students. 

In 1956/7, Dr. Frank went abroad to the University of 
Edinburgh as a senior lecturer in physiology and to work with the 
eminent physiologist, Prof. Mary Pickford (pictured with him above). 
Accompanying him on the ocean voyage aboard the Coronia en 
route to Edinburgh were his wife, Emily, his daughter (Sally, my 
mother) and his two sons (William and Robert). In the same year, 
Vivian was planning a sabbatical at Penn. 

The Brooks family settled in at 44 Meadowhouse Lane in 
Corstorphine, while the Abrahams lived in my grandparents’ home 
at 509 Twin Oaks Drive, just outside of Philadelphia. Near 
newlyweds, Vivian and Pam were just starting their family and their 
eldest was actually born during their time at Twin Oaks Drive! 

Growing up, I enjoyed the many colorful tales of Scotland told 
by my mother and uncles—stories of the inimitable Dr. Mary 
Pickford (whom I had the great pleasure of meeting while at 
Edinburgh); attending Carrick Knowe grade school in itchy grey 
flannel and woollen knee socks; a particularly gory incident 
involving chilblains; rain, fog, and all things weather-related; neeps, 
tatties, blood pudding, and other delicacies; and of course the 
beauty and history of the place—Prince’s Street Gardens, the 
Tattoo, walks on the heath, the Corstorphine Zoo (and the 
reported escape of a lion from said zoo). 

My grandfather would return to Edinburgh in 1974/5 to work 
with Prof. Ainsley Iggo at the Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary 
Studies as he continued to pursue research in GI. Among his many 
accomplishments, he served as president of the American 
Gastroenterological Association (AGA) in 1981 and was awarded 
the Friedenwald medal in 1988. 

My grandfather passed away in 1991 when I was a sophomore at 
Penn. In 1992, I decided to follow in his footsteps by making my 
own journey to Edinburgh on a junior year abroad exchange. 
There, I read French literature, language, and philosophy. I also fell 
in love with all things Scottish—especially a certain Mr. McBeth—

and officially transferred to complete my 
masters at Edinburgh. Graduation 
provided an opportunity for my family 
to return to Edinburgh and to contact 
neighbours from 1956/7! 

Imagine my delight at meeting Vivian 
and Pam through EDUCT and then 
being able to introduce my mother to 
the family that had lived in her home 47 
years ago! We also learned that Pam 
Abrahams worked closely with Dr. Mary 
Pickford until Vivian whisked her away 
to the USA. As our EDUCT community 
grows, I hope that we discover more of 
these amazing connections.  

If you would like to share photographs 
or memories of your time at Edinburgh 
(then and now), please contact the editor. 
 

Obituary: PEGGIE SAMPSON 
It is not the pur- 
pose of this Journal 
to record the deaths 
of our members, 
but the Board of 
Directors could not 
let the sad news of 
the death of Peggie 
Sampson pass with- 
out some form of 
acknowledgement. 

Peggie Sampson 
was the senior 
Edinburgh alumna 
in Canada.  She 
graduated B.Mus. 
in 1932. She was an internationally 
renowned cellist and as a performer on the 
viola da gamba, was a founding member of 
the Manitoba University Consort. Readers 
of this Journal will recall the Alumna Profile 
of Dr. Sampson which appeared in the 
October 2003 edition. A lengthy 
appreciation of her life has also appeared in 
the Globe and Mail. 

Peggie passed away in May, but for 
those of us who had only come to 
know her recently, the news came as a 
shock.  She was a beautiful and vibrant 
woman who wore her 91 years lightly.  
Peggie “cut the cake” at our inaugural 
event at the Campbell House last year, and 
also braved atrocious weather to attend the 
reception for Professor O’Shea at the 
Albany Club last November.   

We are saddened at her passing and our 
club is greatly diminished by her loss. 
 

Peggie Sampson  
1912 – 2004 
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Summer Celebration and AGM 

On June 13, 2004, EDUCT 
celebrated its first year with 
an afternoon at the historic 
Spadina House. The day 
began with “Music in the 
Orchard”, a Spadina House 
event featuring renowned 
piper Rob Crabtree, and a 

performance by the Kirsty Duncan Dancers. 
 

 

  
 
We then convened for our annual general meeting (AGM) 
on the third floor of the mansion. At the AGM, Paul 
Bradley was appointed President of EDUCT for a two-
year term as of July 1, 2004; Simon Miles was appointed 
Vice President for the same term; and several special 
individuals were recognized: 
 Willadean Leo, contributor to EDUCT News and 

“Kingdoms of the Mind” 
 Dr. David Wood and Donald Gillies, contributors to 

“Kingdoms of the Mind” (awarded in absentia (a.i.a)) 
 Grant Buchan-Terrell, for providing legal expertise 

towards the creation of our constitution/bylaws (a.i.a.) 
 Fiona Cowles, for inviting EDUCT members to join 

in her Burns supper
 Anna Voineskos, EDUCT News contributor (a.i.a.) 
 Neville Fernando, for acquiring the prizes from E.U. 
 Dr. Vivian Abrahams, for the Queen’s weekend (a.i.a.) 
 Jane Hunter, for hosting EDUCT Gourmet Night 
 James Hunter, for his initiative in launching our club 

and his leadership during our first year 
 
Following our meeting, we enjoyed light refreshments 
made from authentic period recipes, in a wonderful café 
setting, and private, guided tours of the stately home. 

 

 “Is this a discount which I see before me,  
the saving toward my hand? Come, let me 

clutch thee.” 
 
The Stratford Festival has introduced a series of 
30% discounts for selected performances 
remaining in the 2004 season and the 
performance of Macbeth slated for our October 
cultural jamboree is one of those performances. 
 
Details of the EDUCT outing are: 
 
The date:  Saturday, October 30, 8:00 p.m. 
The place: Festival Theatre,  
 Stratford, Ontario 
The theme: Regicide 
The play:  Macbeth. 
 
Here’s how to order, and obtain the benefit of 
the discount: 
 
   (1)  Telephone the Stratford box office:   

1 800 567 1600 
   (2)  Select the seat price you want (a 30% 

discount is available for all seating) 
   (3)   Quote the following promotion code to 

qualify for the discount: 1714 
 
EDUCT attendees will also be invited to attend a 
pre-performance dinner (including a 20 minute 
talk on Shakespeare and his links to Edinburgh) 
in a private room at a leading Stratford restaurant 
(estimated cost $50 per person). If you are 
interested in this, or plan to attend the Stratford 
outing, please contact Jim Hunter at 
jameshunter@kpmg.ca or 416.777.3193. 
 
 
The Story Behind EDUCT 
 
“EDUCT” is intended to form the acronym for the 
Edinburgh University Club of Toronto.   
 
“Educt” is a word which means, in the language of 
chemists: “A body separated by decomposition from 
another.” In addition, there is “e-duct”, an 
electronic channel, which seems appropriate 
for all of our members receiving EDUCT News 
via e-mail. 

Historic Spadina House 

 
Piper 
Rob 
Crabtree 
and the 
Kirsty 
Duncan 
Dancers 
entertain 
onlookers, 
including 
many 
EDUCT 
members, 
at “Music 
in the 
Orchard”. 
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Board of Directors  
We invite your comments and 
suggestions at any time. Please 
feel free to contact any member of 
the Board of Directors with your 
comments and suggestions: 
 
Paul Bradley, President,  
(BSc 1982), 416.464.9771, 
pbradley@frasermackenzie.com  
 
Simon Miles, Vice-President 
Director, (MA 1962), 416.466.8793, 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca  
 
Nicholas Mitsakakis, Treasurer, 
(MSc 1996), 416.946.7838, 
n.mitsakakis@utoronto.ca 
 
Kirsty Duncan, Member Activities, 
(PhD 1993) 
kirsty.duncan@utoronto.ca  
 
James Hunter, Director/Editor,  
(MA 1973) jameshunter@kpmg.ca  
 
Liz McBeth, Member Activities,  
(MA 1994), 416.291.9400,  
liz@mcbeth-media.com 
 
 
If you would like to be informed 
of future EDUCT activities, 
please send your cheque for $30, 
made out to ‘Edinburgh 
University Club of Toronto’, to: 
 

Nicholas Mitsakakis 
EDUCT Treasurer 
11 Elm Avenue, #424 
Toronto, ON M4W 1N2 
 
 
Do you know of other Edinburgh 
alumni in the GTA?  Please pass 
this on. 
 
Please send submissions or ideas 
for articles to the Editor:  
jameshunter@kpmg.ca 
 
 
Sponsors: 

 
Design and layout by 
McBeth Media Inc.  
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