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Message from the Board  
 
Details of our Summer 
Celebration and first Annual 
General Meeting are set out on 
page 3. All members are invited 
to join us as we celebrate 
EDUCT’s first year and 
recognize the contribution of 
several special individuals. The 
event will take place at the 
historic Spadina House on June 
13, 2004.  
 
Please review the Notices ( page 
2 ) for additional information 
from your board. 
 
After our Queen’s Trip in June, 
we will break until September, 
when we will kick off the Fall 
season with a full roster of 
events, including the return of 
Pub Nights and a Stratford 
outing ( page5 ). 
 
 
 
Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni 
in the GTA? Please pass this on. 
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1. Summer Celebration 
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UPCOMING CLUB AND ALUMNI EVENTS 
 
Summer Celebration: Music in the Orchard June 13, 2004 
When Sunday, June 13, 2004, 1:30 – 4:45 p.m. 
Where Spadina House (details on page 3) 
Cost $15.00/person (children under 10 free) 
RSVP Liz McBeth, liz@mcbeth-media.com, 416.291.9400 
 
Annual General Meeting June 13, 2004 
When Sunday, June 13, 2004, 2:45 – 3:15 p.m. 
Where Spadina House (details on page 3) 
Cost Free 
RSVP Liz McBeth, liz@mcbeth-media.com, 416.291.9400 
 
Tour of Queen’s University June 18-20, 2004 
When Friday, June 18 to Sunday, June 20, 2004 
Where Queen’s University, Kingston, Ontario 
Cost $150 single/$175 double 
Info Liz McBeth, liz@mcbeth-media.com, 416.291.9400 
 
Cruise on the Empire Sandy  September 5, 2004 
When Sunday, September 5, 2004, 11:30 or 2:00 p.m. 
Where Hosted by the Scottish Studies Foundation, the cruise includes refreshments 

and entertainment on Canada’s largest sailing ship. Details TBA. 
Cost TBA 
Info Kirsty Duncan, Kirsty.Duncan@utoronto.ca, 416.241.6326 
 
EDUCT Pub Night  September 16, 2004 
When Thursday, September 16, 2004, 6:30 p.m. 
Where TBA 
Cost Free (please pay for your refreshments) 
Info Liz McBeth, liz@mcbeth-media.com, 416.291.9400 
 
Stratford Outing: Macbeth October 30, 2004 
When Saturday, October 30, 2004 
Where Stratford (details on page 5) 
Cost $160 non-members, $150 for members 
RSVP Nicholas Mitsakakis, N.Mitsakakis@utoronto.ca, 416.946.7838 
 
St. Andrew’s Day November 27, 2004 
When Saturday, November 27, 2004 
Where Fairmont Royal York Hotel, 6:00 p.m. 
Cost TBA 
Info Kirsty Duncan, Kirsty.Duncan@utoronto.ca, 416.241.6326 
 
If you have ideas for future events or locations, or would like to volunteer to 
help with any of our planned events, please contact Kirsty Duncan at 
Kirsty.Duncan@utoronto.ca or 416.241.6326.   
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Notices 
Membership Drive 2004 
The board has set a goal of 
reaching 100 members in 2004 
and we need your help! If you 
know of any other alumni in the 
GTA or beyond, please refer 
them to EDUCT. Special 
recognition ( and a prize ) will be 
given to the individual who 
refers the most new members to 
our club in 2004. 

Would you like to be a 
Director of EDUCT? 
The Board is actively seeking out 
candidates to act as EDUCT 
directors. The main qualification 
for the job is enthusiasm for the 
University. If you would like to 
be considered as a candidate to 
join this congenial, hardworking 
group, please contact one of the 
current directors. 

Constitutional Matters 
The Board has been working 
diligently to produce a 
Constitution and By-laws for the 
Club. A copy is attached to this 
issue. We are very grateful to 
Grant Buchan-Terrell, Barrister 
& Solicitor, who provided us 
with his counsel. 

From the Treasurer 
As at April 30, 2004, our bank 
balance is $2994.75. 
 
 

The Story Behind EDUCT 
 
“EDUCT” is intended to form the 
acronym for the Edinburgh 
University Club of Toronto.   
 
“Educt” is a word which means, in 
the language of chemists: “A body 
separated by decomposition from 
another.” In addition, there is 
“e-duct”, an electronic channel, 
which seems appropriate for all 
of our members receiving 
EDUCT News via e-mail. 
 

ALUMNUS PROFILE 
Fraser Taylor graduated from Edinburgh 
with an honours M.A. in Geography in 
1960. He followed that up, after a second 
degree in education at the University of 
London, with an Edinburgh PhD in 1966, 
although most of the fieldwork for his 
thesis, “Rural Development in Murang’a 
District”, was conducted in Africa. 

Fraser has highland roots. The Frasers are from North of Inverness 
and although you might not think that Taylor is a highland name his 
paternal ancestors were Camerons. As a result of the “pacification” of 
the clans following the 1745 Jacobite uprising, the name of Cameron 
was proscribed throughout the highlands. 

Professor Taylor is Distinguished Research Professor (DRP) of 
International Affairs, Geography and Environmental Studies at Carleton 
University in Ottawa. His early work in developing nations was in Africa, 
where he did a spell as an Education Officer in Kenya. His current 
international research interests have expanded into China and Latin 
America. As DRP and Professor Emeritus he has numerous ongoing 
academic responsibilities and is currently Director, Geomatics and 
Cartographic Research Unit and Director of the Centre for Development 
Research and Training at Carleton University. 

He is a prolific writer in the area of regional and rural development 
theory and he is a leading authority on electronic atlases and interactive 
cartographic systems and visualization. In 2002 Fraser was awarded a 
$2.6 million grant from the Social Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council for a project on Cybercartography and the New Economy and a 
$3.8 million grant from the Canada Foundation for Innovation to build a 
state of the art laboratory. 

In the early 80's he developed an ongoing student and faculty 
exchange program between Edinburgh and Carleton and in 1983 
marked the coincident 40th anniversary of the foundation of Carleton 
University with the 400th anniversary of the foundation of Edinburgh 
University by setting up an on-line video conference between Ottawa 
and Edinburgh, then an example of the application of cutting edge 
technology. The topic was the impact of high technology on university 
education. 

Fraser has played a leadership role in a number of national and 
international associations including being Secretary Treasurer of the 
Canadian Association of African Studies for many years and President of 
the world body for cartography, the International Cartographic 
Association. Currently he chairs the International Steering Committee 
for Global Mapping. One hundred and thirty-two national mapping 
agencies are creating a new digital map of the world and an 
environmental global data infrastructure with United Nations 
endorsement and support.  

Fraser is married with three children and five grandchildren. His 
fondest memories of Edinburgh include: Geography Department field 
trips; a shared twenty-first birthday party in John Knox's house; field 
hockey; Cowan House social life; and the academic eccentricities of 
lecturers such as Arthur Geddes. 

Fraser is a shining example of the fact that membership in EDUCT is 
not restricted to residents of the GTA. (continued over) 
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Fraser Taylor (continued) 
 

Now for the interesting stuff:  
Fraser persuaded a young lady 
to play Lady Godiva in the 
Charities Day Parade (the horse 
was hit by a penny on Princes 
Street and bolted with Fraser 
hanging onto the bridle 
revealing a great deal more 
than was originally intended!). 

This was not his only 
adventure. While an 
undergraduate, he was one of 
the masterminds behind a re-
enactment of the Kontiki 
expedition. This exploit was a 
response to criticism in The 
Daily Express of Edinburgh 
Students’ allegedly disgraceful 
behaviour during Charities 
Week.  A raft was built at Leith 
Docks to be manned by a crew 
of Edinburgh students who 
purportedly were to sail to 
Norway to demonstrate early 
contact between pre-historic 
celtic Scotland and Norway.  
The raft was launched by the 
“Norwegian Ambassador” and 
daily progress bulletins were 
issued to The Daily Express, 
which included a full-page 
photograph of the raft setting 
sail. The raft was real but only 
managed to get round the 
corner out of sight of The Daily 
Express reporter before being 
forced to land in order to save 
the lives of all on board.  The 
“Norwegian Ambassador” with 
his limousine and flags was of 
course an Edinburgh student.  
After the Express had published 
the story, Fraser’s group tipped 
off The Scotsman which 
revealed with glee the hoax 
that had been perpetrated on 
the rival newspaper. 

 

Summer Celebration and Annual General Meeting 
 
When:  Sunday, June 13, 2004, 1:30 – 5:00 
Where:        Spadina House 
 285 Spadina Road 
Cost:  $15 (children under 10 free) 
 
Schedule: 
1:30 – 2:30 Music in the Orchard 
2:45 – 3:15 Annual General Meeting 
3:15 – 3:30 Light Refreshments 
3:30 – 4:30 Guided Tours of Spadina House 
4:30 – 4:45 Closing and Farewell in the Gardens 
 
Join Our Celebration –  June 13! 
On June 13, 2004, we will celebrate our first year with an exciting and 
entertaining afternoon at the historic Spadina House. 

The afternoon will begin with “Music in the Orchard”, a Spadina 
House event featuring Rob Crabtree (www.robcrabtree.com), one of the 
best-known and most highly-regarded pipers in North America, and a 
performance by the Kirsty Duncan Dancers. 

We will then convene for our Annual General Meeting in a private 
room within the mansion proper. All members are invited to join us as we 
commemorate our first year and recognize the contribution of several 
special individuals. 

Following the meeting, members will have an opportunity to enjoy 
light refreshments, including sweets made from authentic period recipes. 
We have also arranged for private, guided tours of the stately home.  
 
Getting There: Spadina House is near Dupont Station on the 
Yonge/University line at the top of the Baldwin steps just East of Casa 
Loma. Parking is available at Casa Loma. 
 
RSVP/Information: Contact Liz McBeth at liz@mcbeth-media.com or 
416.291.9400 with any questions and/or to RSVP. 
 

Notice of Annual General Meeting 
The following items of business will be transacted at the first annual general 
meeting of members of EDUCT on June 13, 2004: 
 
(1) Adoption of the unaudited financial statements of EDUCT for the period 

ended December 31, 2003. 
(2) Election of directors.  The following slate will be tabled: Paul Bradley, Kirsty 

Duncan, James Hunter, Liz McBeth, Simon Miles, Nicholas Mitsakakis. 
(3) Election of officers:  the following slate will be tabled:  Paul Bradley - 

President;  Simon Miles - Vice-president;  Nicholas Mitsakakis - Treasurer. 
(4) Any other business 
 
Note:  members may nominate additional candidates for election to the position 
of director or officer in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution and 
By-Laws of EDUCT ( attached to this Newsletter ). 

http://www.robcrabtree.com/
mailto:Liz@mcbeth-media.com
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Edinburgh and North Berwick Revisited 
Anna Voineskos (B.Arch 1970) 
I had the pleasure of visiting my 
beloved Edinburgh for a few 
days in January. It is the third 
time I have been back, since I 
graduated from the Faculty of 
Architecture in the early ‘70s, 
and every time my admiration for 
the city is increased. 

New buildings such as the 
Royal Museum and Museum of 
Scotland have been carefully 
designed to blend in scale, propo
surroundings. Old buildings such a
been sensitively repaired, restored a
head quarters for the Scottish Coun

A lot of attention in good planni
only in the city of Edinburgh but 
minutes from Edinburgh among br
beaches, in the old harbour of Nor

Brown. It was conceived as the hub
linked to discretely located cameras
islands in the Forth, in particular
gannets on the Bass. Visitors are ab
screens, year round, nesting puffin
as if on camera obscura. At the sam
protected from disturbance by the v

I was driven to North Berwick 
my friend Stewart Brown, the 
remarkable structure. I was imm
though the building appears smal
background, its dynamic roof shape
gigantic bird ready to fly, creates a 
Exposed to the sea and the weathe
stone weather screen, rough sawn la
supported on solid, larch trusses. 
unforgettable setting worth visiting.

If you would like to share photogra
Edinburgh (then and now), please con

 

Reconnecting with Your University 
Helen Lessels, Development & Alumni Office 
 
If you have not been receiving the 
University magazine, ‘EDiT’, the alumni 
magazine, ‘e-Bulletin’, and other such 
regular communications from us, it may be 
that we do not hold your up-to-date 
contact details. If this applies to you, 
please do drop us an email at 
Development@ed.ac.uk with your current 
contact details. Be sure to list your degree/ 
certificate details and year of 
graduation/completion in your email to 

Scottish Seabird Centre at North Berwick  
photo: Anna Voineskos, January 2004 
Anna Voineskos and daughter, Daphne, 
enjoying some quality mother/daughter 
time beside the statue of Greyfriar’s 
Bobby, a scene familiar to many alumni.
rtion and materials with their 
s Mansfield Place Church have 
nd converted to create the new 
cil for Voluntary Organizations. 
ng and architecture prevails not 
in the surrounds as well. Thirty 
eathtaking sea views and sandy 

th Berwick, the Scottish Seabird 
Centre (SSC) is set upon 
a rocky promontory. 
Right across in the sea, 
the sheer cliffs of the 
Bass Rock house one of 
the most important 
seabird colonies in the 
world. The Centre was 
designed and built seven 
years ago by the 
prominent Scottish 
Architects, Simpson and 

 of a communications network 
 among the bird colonies on the 
 the puffins on Fidra and the 
le to watch the seabirds on large 
s and gannets at close quarters, 
e time, the birds themselves are 
isitors to the islands. 
and guided around the SSC by 
Architect who designed this 
ediately impressed, for even 

l in front of the immense sea 
, reflecting the open wings of a 
dramatic impact on the setting. 
r, it is robustly built with a dry 
rch boarding and a copper roof 
It is an unusual building in an 
  
phs or memories of your time at 
tact the editor. 

ensure that we can trace you on the 
University’s Alumni register. Postal updates 
can be sent to us at the address below: 
 
The University of Edinburgh 
Development & Alumni 
Charles Stewart House 
9-16 Chambers Street 
EDINBURGH EH1 1HT 
 
tel:  00 44 (0) 131 650 2240 
fax:  00 44 (0) 131 650 2239 
email: Development@ed.ac.uk 
 
Alternatively, should you still have access 
to your temporary ‘MyEd Alumni Portal’ 
password, which was published on your 
alumni questionnaire (received in January 
of this year), you can update your details 
via the web. Please log on at 
http://www.dev.ed.ac.uk/portal.htm. If you 
have lost your password, it may be possible 
to obtain a new one by emailing your full 
name and matriculation number and/or 
degree details to us at dasusers@ed.ac.uk. 

Please do feel free to visit both the 
University’s website, which is available at 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/ and our website at 
http://www.dev.ed.ac.uk/. The University’s 
website is very comprehensive and offers, 
amongst other services; news and features, 
historical information, virtual tours, campus 
maps, departmental insights, information 
for prospective students, and much, much 
more. The alumni website, which is shortly 
to undergo an extensive overhaul in order 
to increase the amount of interactive 
services available, currently offers 
information on reunions, events, clubs, 
services available to alumni such as the 
University Passport, alumni cruises, the 
MasterCard and details on how to make a 
donation and/or legacy. 
 

mailto:development@ed.ac.uk
http://www.dev.ed.ac.uk/portal.htm
mailto:dasusers@ed.ac.uk
http://www.ed.ac.uk/
http://www.dev.ed.ac.uk/
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Dr. Bill Bell (left) with EDUCT 
member and Professor Emeritus 
of Media and Communications, 
Ryerson, Donald Gillies. 

“Kingdoms of the Mind” Revealed in Toronto 
Willadean Leo (Ph.D. 1980) 

On March 19, Dr. Bill Bell of 
the University of Edinburgh 
offered intriguing glimpses of 
a fascinating chapter in 
Canadian cultural history. 
"Kingdoms of the Mind: The 
Nineteenth Century Scottish 
Book in Canada" was the 
subject of his illustrated talk. 
Dr. Bell is Director of the 
Centre for the History of the 
Book, and teaches in the Department of English. 

A keynote of the Scottish Enlightenment was the 
conviction that the printed word was important in 
teaching readers to think of themselves as members of 
an "imagined community". Although Scottish literacy 
was generally higher than elsewhere in the British Isles, 
emigrants were not necessarily more literate than those 
from other nations. Emigration, like literacy, was often 
linked to self-improvement and a better life that 
remained tied to Scotland, as summed up in Frederick 
Niven's novel The Flying Years: "We'll take Scotland with 
us: a kingdom of the mind." 

Dr. Bell referred to the "Crusoe complex": the need 
to read and record events so as to organize and 
interpret life in a strange land. Books were crucial to 
preserve and transmit Scottish culture. Many relied on 
Scottish books to preserve their homeland's ideological 
values. On the other hand, the library of John A. 
Macdonald contained copies of Robert Burns's poems 
and works by James Hogg, but little else related to 
Scotland. "Scottish self-consciousness" seldom lasted 
beyond one generation. 

Inevitably, poorer settlers seldom had the time, 
opportunity or money for reading. However, they were 
not entirely without resources: books and manuscripts 
circulated, and oral traditions were highly regarded. The 
hard-working, successful Scot is a stereotype who offers 
part of the truth, but the nineteenth century is largely 
silent about those who failed. Their stories are emerging 
in a different myth about a different Scotland. 

Dr. Bell concluded by describing a nineteenth-century 
Gaelic Bible brought to Nova Scotia. It contains the 
inscription "Scotland was my nation" – an example of 
how printed culture that is a part of a home in one land 
can transform geographical space by being part of a 
new life in a new land. 

Thanks to organizers Liz McBeth, Kirsty Duncan and 
Nicholas Mitsakakis for enabling audience members to 
step, for a brief but enlightening moment, from twenty-
first-century Toronto into a nineteenth-century kingdom 
stretching from the Old World into the then-New. 

 

 “Here’s the smell of the blood still:  all the 
perfumes of Arabia will not sweeten this little 

hand” 
 
The date:  Saturday, October 30, 8:00 p.m. 
The place: Festival Theatre,  
 Stratford, Ontario 
The theme: Regicide 
The play:  Macbeth. 
 
Join a group of alumni and friends as we visit 
Stratford for a performance of Shakespeare’s 
tragic “Scottish Play”. Numbers are strictly 
limited, and places will be filled on a first-come, 
first served basis.  The cost is $160 or $150 for 
members. 
 
What do you get for this? 
(1) Best seats in the Festival Theatre 
(2) Gourmet dinner ( including one beverage: 

wine, beer or soft drink ) in a private room of 
a leading Stratford Restaurant 

(3) After-dinner, pre-play talk ( twenty minutes ) 
on Shakespeare and Scotland 

(4) EDUCT members will earn a $10 credit 
towards their 2005 membership 

 
Attendees who are driving may volunteer to 
provide transportation for those who are not. 
We will make every effort to assist in facilitating 
transportation. Attendees who wish to stay 
overnight should make their own arrangements. 
 
How to book: 
Send your cheque payable to “Edinburgh 
University Club of Toronto” to: 
 
    Nicholas Mitsakakis 
    EDUCT Treasurer 
    11 Elm Avenue, #424 

Toronto, Ontario, M4W 1N2. 
 

Please indicate if you intend to drive and if you 
are willing to provide a lift; alternatively, please 
indicate if you are not driving, and would like to 
be put in touch with someone who can give you 
a lift. 
 
Questions?  
Call Nicholas Mitsakakis at 416.946.7838.
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Board of Directors  
We invite your comments and 
suggestions at any time. Please 
feel free to contact any member of 
the Board of Directors with your 
comments and suggestions: 
 
James Hunter, President,  
(MA 1973) jameshunter@kpmg.ca  
 
Paul Bradley, Vice-President,  
(BSc 1982), 416.464.9771, 
pbradley@frasermackenzie.com  
 
Nicholas Mitsakakis, Treasurer, 
(MSc 1996), 416.946.7838, 
n.mitsakakis@utoronto.ca 
 
Kirsty Duncan, Member Activities, 
(PhD 1993) 
kirsty.duncan@utoronto.ca  
 
Liz McBeth, Member Activities,  
(MA 1994), 416.291.9400,  
liz@mcbeth-media.com 
 
Simon Miles, Membership 
Director, (MA 1962), 416.466.8793, 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca  
 
 
If you would like to be informed 
of future EDUCT activities, 
please send your cheque for $30, 
made out to ‘Edinburgh 
University Club of Toronto’, to: 
 

Nicholas Mitsakakis 
EDUCT Treasurer 
11 Elm Avenue, #424 
Toronto, ON M4W 1N2 
 
 
Do you know of other Edinburgh 
alumni in the GTA?  Please pass 
this on. 
 
Please send submissions or ideas 
for articles to the Editor:  
jameshunter@kpmg.ca 
 
 
Sponsors: 

 
Design and layout by 
McBeth Media Inc.  
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