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Message from the Board  
 
This has been a busy four 
months for active EDUCT 
members.  As well as our first 
pub night, we celebrated Burns’ 
Night and enjoyed a visit from 
the Principal of Edinburgh 
University (see inside for details).   
 
We will be announcing a special 
event with another distinguished 
guest speaker from the university 
shortly and urge you to mark 
your calendars for Friday, March 
19 (12:00 to 1:00 p.m.).  
 
We hope to find activities that 
will interest a wide range of 
members, so please do not 
hesitate to bring forward 
suggestions and enjoy the read.  
 

For a list of current EDUCT 
members, turn to ‘Are You On 
Our List?’ (page 4). 
 
 
Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni 
in the GTA? Please pass this on. 
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UPCOMING CLUB AND ALUMNI EVENTS 
 
EDUCT Pub Night  February 12, 2004 
When Thursday, February 12, 2004, 6:30 p.m. 
Where Runyx Café and Bar 

108 Dundas West (between Yonge and Bay streets, on the North side) 
416.593.1118 

Cost Free (please pay for your refreshments) 
Info Liz McBeth, liz@mcbeth-media.com, 416.291.9400 
 
EDUCT Gourmet Night February 22, 2004 
When Sunday, February 22, 2004, 5:30 p.m (see below for details) . 
Where The Hunter Residence 
Cost Free (pot-luck) 
RSVP Liz McBeth, liz@mcbeth-media.com, 416.291.9400 
 
EDUCT Pub Night  March 11, 2004 
When Thursday, March 11, 2004, 6:30 p.m. 
Where The Rebel House 
Cost Free (please pay for your refreshments) 
Info Liz McBeth, liz@mcbeth-media.com, 416.291.9400 
 
EDUCT Pub Night  April 8, 2004 
When Thursday, April 8, 2004, 6:30 p.m. 
Where The Bow and Arrow 
Cost Free (please pay for your refreshments) 
Info Liz McBeth, liz@mcbeth-media.com, 416.291.9400 
 
Tour of Queen’s University Summer 2004 
When Summer 2004 (see page 4 for additional information) 
Where Queen’s University, Kingston, Ontario 
Cost Attendees are responsible for making their own transportation and 

accommodation arrangements. 
Info Liz McBeth, liz@mcbeth-media.com, 416.291.9400 
 
If you have ideas for future events or locations, or would like to volunteer to 
help arrange any of our planned events, please contact Kirsty Duncan 
(416.241.6326 or Kirsty.Duncan@utoronto.ca).   
 

Calling All EDUCT Gourmets 
Join us for an evening of fun, friendship, and gourmet food on Sunday, 
February 22, 2004. You’ll learn a new appreciation of Scottish cuisine while 
enjoying the company of fellow alumni and their guests. Each participating 
member will be invited to prepare a dish or bring a beverage from a menu 
of gourmet Scottish fare. Space is limited and will be assigned on a first-
come first-served basis. If you are interested in participating, or have any 
questions, please contact Liz McBeth at liz@mcbeth-media.com or 
416.291.9400.  
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Treasurer’s Report: Unaudited 
Annual Financial Statement 
 
BALANCE SHEET (as at 31 DEC 2003) 

Cash at bank $2,895  
being: 
members’ funds $2,895 
INCOME STATEMENT 
(year ended 31 DEC 2003) 

Income  

  Donations 710 

  Membership fees 1,890 

  Events 1,005 

  Sundry 50 

  Total Revenue 3,655 

Expenses  

  Events 418 

  Postage 294 

  Bank charges 48 

  Total expenses 760 

  Net income $2,895 

 
 
 
The Story Behind EDUCT 
 
“EDUCT” is intended to form the 
acronym for the Edinburgh 
University Club of Toronto.  The 
style “University of Edinburgh” is 
preferred to “Edinburgh University” 
our alma mater, however, and 
based on advice from the 
Development Office, we called our 
organization: the University of 
Edinburgh Club of Toronto.   
 
We quite liked the acronym, 
EDUCT, since it was somewhat 
redolent of education. And so did 
the members of EDUCT, who voted 
for the name in our membership 
survey. Simon Miles owns a large 
dictionary, and has also discovered 
that “educt” is a word which 
means, in the language of 
chemists: “A body separated by 
decomposition from another.” 
 
In addition, there is “e-duct” — an 
electronic channel, which seems 
appropriate for all of our members 
receiving EDUCT News via e-mail. 
 
 

ALUMNUS PROFILE 
Vivian Abrahams first entered Edinburgh 
University in 1945 with a group of prospective 
officers there to better equip themselves for a 
role in the post-war army. Vivian became a 
regular student at Edinburgh, where he remained 
until 1955. There he earned the rank of lecturer 
and his Ph.D.; cultivated a lifelong interest in the 
physiology of the nervous system; and met the 
young postgraduate who would become his wife.  

Dr. Abrahams’ research career began in the early 1950's, at the end 
of the ‘pink string and sealing wax’ era, and ended in 1995, in the age 
of leading-edge computer-based and microchemical single cell studies. 
He was recruited to Queen’s University in 1963 from his position as a 
member of the Scientific Staff of the British Medical Research Council at 
the National Institute for Medical Research at Mill Hill to set up a 
neurophysiology laboratory. From this lab at Queen’s there emerged an 
active group of Neuroscientists who ultimately formed the MRC 
Research Group in Sensory-Motor physiology that Dr. Abrahams headed 
from 1990 until his retirement in 1995. The MRC Group, still extant, has 
been a key element in the emergence of the Centre for Neuroscience at 
Queen’s. Dr. Abrahams also served for many years as Head of the 
Department of Physiology at Queen’s. He was particularly well known 
for his dedication to laboratory teaching and for persuading his wife 
Pamela to cook for the students at the end of a particularly onerous 
laboratory course—a courtesy that was first extended to him by 
teachers in the undergraduate program in the Department of Physiology 
at Edinburgh. 

In the early 1970’s, when Canadian support for research began to 
flag and science policy became an issue, Dr. Abrahams actively 
supported research as crucial to the academic and economic future of 
the country. He served terms as the President of SCITEC (The 
Association of Scientific, Technological and Engineering Societies of 
Canada), President of the Canadian Physiological Society and the 
Canadian Association for Neuroscience, Sarrazan Lecturer of the 
Canadian Physiological Society (1988), member of the Medical Research 
Council of Canada, and chair of the Scientific Advisory Committee of the 
Canadian Network of Excellence for Neural Regeneration and Recovery. 
Dr. Abrahams also played a role in international science as a member of 
the Scientific Council of the International Human Frontiers Research 
Council in Strasbourg. Locally he served for many years as chair of the 
Scientific Advisory Committee of the Muscular Dystrophy Association of 
Canada and served on the boards of a number of national scientific 
organisations. He has been a visiting Professor at several Universities in 
Canada and abroad and has lectured around the world, primarily on his 
work on the sensory, motor, and neural elements that enable us to 
move the head to visually capture a new stimulus of interest—
mechanisms that serve a vital survival function. 

In retirement, Dr. Abrahams continues his interest in science, but as 
a social scientist, ‘one who is only interested in the social aspects of 
scientific meetings’. Those wishing to discuss this further may find 
Vivian and his wife on the beach or in a bar along the Sunshine Coast of 
Queensland, Australia—at least until Kingston warms up. 
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Tales of Scotland: Glencoe – Cruel Was the Foe 
(submitted by Kirsty Duncan) 
From Rannoch Moor, take the A82, 
climbing gently to 1200 ft., before making a 
long, gradual descent into Glencoe—
Scotland’s most majestic and savage glen. A 
faint pipe tune, ‘Lament for the Children’, 
echoes through the mist across the moor. 

Pass the soaring austere peak of Buchaeille Etive Mohr (the Great 
Herdsman of Etive, so called because it once offered rich grazing to the 
black cattle of the MacDonalds), Altnafeadh (the stream of the deer), to 
the appropriately named Devil’s Staircase.  

Continue through the magnificent glen, and descend through the gorge 
of the River Coe, formed by a thousand sparkling streams. Three peaks 
dominate the glen—the ‘Three Sisters of Glencoe’. Between the first two 
peaks lies the ‘Hidden Valley’, allegedly a safe haven from cattle-thieving 
clans of previous centuries; and high up on the cliffs of the third peak lies 
Ossian’s cave. Finally, pass quiet Loch Achtriochtan to Signal Rock, where 
in the early hours of a cold February 13th morning in 1692, came the signal 
to commence the slaughter of the MacDonalds of Glencoe. 

In 1691, King William lll offered amnesty to all Highlanders who had 
fought for James Vll provided that they swore an oath of allegiance to the 
Crown before January 1st. The penalties against those who failed to do 
were fierce: forfeiture of all lands, outlawing of entire families, and even 
murder. 

MacIain of Glencoe, an imposing man at 6’6’’—with ‘a peacock’s tale in 
splendour and a serpent’s sting in power’, despite his sixty years--delayed 
signing the oath, not wanting to break an earlier pledge. When he 
eventually relented and arrived in Fort William on December 31st, 1691, he 
was informed that he must continue his journey to Inverary (through a 
worsening blizzard) in order to sign—in total, a trip of some 70 miles.  

Difficulty in travelling and the absence of a Sheriff meant that MacIain 
did not in fact sign until the sixth of January. Despite the date, MacIain 
was promised that his signature was indeed accepted and that his clan was 
protected. His delay, however, provided just the excuse needed to teach 
the maligned ‘lawless and unruly’ Highlanders a lesson. And on February 
1st, a division of troops under Captain Robert Campbell of Glenlyon 
sought hospitality from the MacDonalds of Glencoe.  

For twelve days, MacDonalds and Campbells lived side by side—the 
MacDonalds providing food, drink, and lodging, and upholding the 
Highland tradition of giving aid to those in need—notwithstanding the fact 
that the Campbells were the hereditary enemies of the MacDonalds. 

And then came the orders: ‘Sir, you are hereby ordered to fall upon the 
rebels, the M’Donalds of Glencoe and putt all to the sword under seventy. 
You are to have special care that the old fox and his sons doe upon no 
account escape your hands.’ Thirty-eight of MacIain’s clan were butchered. 
Hundreds, however, managed to flee in the snow, only to later succumb 
from hunger and exposure. 

The infamy of Glencoe abides in the treachery at the highest level of 
government; and ‘murder under trust’, murder of those who had freely 
given hospitality. Gaelic legend thus cries out that nothing shall grow on 
the mountains of Glencoe, for they weep for their children. As February 
marches on, remember the fallen who were massacred at Glencoe.  

A Remarkable Cricket Team 
The photograph below 
(submitted by Dr. Vivian 
Abrahams) shows the 
Edinburgh University Academic 
Staff Cricket team of 1954. A 
sunny June day in Hampshire 
this is not. Although the sun 
was shining when the 
photograph was taken, a 
cursory glance will reveal that 
the setting is, without 
question, on the north side of 
Hadrian’s Wall. 

So, who are these 
sporting gentlemen? 

Back row, from left, Bob 
Collins who was on sabbatical 
from the University of Western 
Australia; Michael Swann, who 
became Sir Michael Swann, 
vice chancellor of the 
university, and Lord Swann, 
Chairman of the BBC; David 
Whitteridge, Professor of 
Physiology; Charlie Usher, who 
ran Phys Ed; Sir Edward 
Appleton, who discovered the 
Appleton Layer in cyberspace 
(and after whom the Appleton 
Tower is named); a Canadian 
(name unknown); and J. 
Wilkinson of Bacteriology. 
Front row, from left, another 
unknown Canadian; Morrell 
Draper of Physiology; unknown 
biochemist; and finally, Vivian 
Abrahams (see Alumnus 
Profile).  

We have no reports of the 
cricket scores, but doubt there 
has ever been a cricket team 
anywhere or anytime of such 
scientific distinction.  

If you would like to share 
photographs of your time at 
Edinburgh, please send a copy to 
the editor. 
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A Visit from the Principal 
The Principal and Vice-
Chancellor of the University 
of Edinburgh, Professor 
Timothy O’Shea, (pictured 
centre, between Paul 
Bradley, Vice-President, and 
James Hunter, President, 
EDUCT), was the guest of 
honour at a reception on 
November 13, 2003.  

About forty alumni and friends braved some very 
unfavourable weather conditions to gather at Toronto’s historic 
Albany Club to welcome the Principal on the first leg of his 
cross-Canada tour. 

In a witty and informative address, Professor O’Shea spoke 
of the future of our University as an international centre of 
excellence in all areas of academic endeavour. He referred to 
several Edinburgh distinguished alumni who have contributed 
to the advancement of knowledge and the betterment of 
society over the centuries, and brought news of recent 
achievements in such diverse fields as medicine, information 
technology, commerce, veterinary science and divinity. 
 
 
A Special Invitation to Tour Queen’s University 
 
Dr. Vivian Abrahams (see alumnus profile) has generously volunteered to 
organize a tour of Queen’s University and Kingston for EDUCT members 
this summer.  

Those wishing to participate in a tour, riverboat cruise, dinner, and 
overnight stay either in the student dorms or, if student digs don’t appeal, a 
local establishment of your own choosing, please contact Liz McBeth at 
liz@mcbeth-media.com or 416.291.9400. The estimated cost is $150 -$200 
per couple or $100 - $150 for singles. EDUCT will help coordinate travel 
and accommodation arrangements and carpooling options will be available. 
 
 

 
Congratulations to Alumna 
 
EDUCT Director and 
Edinburgh alumna, Liz McBeth, 
returned from Germany in 
January 2004 where she was part 
of a Canadian team representing 
the University of Toronto’s 
Joseph L. Rotman School of 
Management in an international 
business plan competition to 
revitalize the Zollverein 
UNESCO industrial world 
heritage site in Essen. Liz’s team 
beat out stiff international 
competition to win first prize 
(30,000 USD) for their plan, 
Zollverein Vision 2010.  

The team of Andres 
Leguizamon, Liz McBeth, and 
Tomislav Rimac, is shown above 
at the RuhrGala in the Villa 
Hugel, holding their first place 
certificate. Congratulations! 
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Burns 
Night 
2004 at 
Daniels in 
Nobleton 

EDUCT Members Celebrate Burns Night 
EDUCT members took three tables (30 alumni and friends) at the 10th 
annual Burns Celebration held at the Old Mill in Toronto on Saturday, 
January 24, 2004. Kirsty Duncan, EDUCT Director, led a group of dancers 
who provided an outstanding exhibition of highland dancing supported by 
the pipes and drums of the 48th Highlanders of Canada. A great time was 
had by all, although a spot of translation was required from time to time by 
our non-Scottish alumni. Shown below and right are pictures of EDUCT 
members and guests at both celebrations, including prize-winners Brian 
and Carol Sevitt who both scored a perfect 6/6 in the Scotch Nosing 
competition! 
 

 
 
On January 25, 2004 Edinburgh grads Mike Cowles, Maggie Strachan, 
Dave Wood, Graham and Fiona Ferguson, and Fiona Cowles gathered at 
Daniels in Nobleton for a Burns Supper. The evening proved to be a lot of 
fun, the food was excellent – smoked salmon, cock-a-leekie soup, haggis 
served with a steak pie and colcannon, trifle to finish. Pipe Major Peter 
Fleming played extremely well and the Ode to the Haggis was memorably 
delivered by a Scots lady wielding a massive carving knife! 

 

If you would like copies of any photographs from Burns Night 2004, we 
would be delighted to make them available to you electronically – either on 
CD or via email. Please contact Liz McBeth at liz@mcbeth-media.com or 
416.291.9400 to request photographs. 

EDUCT Burns Night 2004 

 
 

Burns 
Night 
2004 at 
the Old 
Mill Inn & 
Spa 
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Board of Directors  
We invite your comments and 
suggestions at any time. Please 
feel free to contact any member of 
the Board of Directors with your 
comments and suggestions: 
 
James Hunter, President,  
(MA 1973) jameshunter@kpmg.ca  
 
Paul Bradley, Vice-President,  
(BSc 1982), 416.464.9771, 
bradley99@sympatico.ca 
 
Nicholas Mitsakakis, Treasurer, 
(MSc 1996) , 416.946.7838, 
n.mitsakakis@utoronto.ca 
 
Kirsty Duncan, Director, Events, 
(PhD 1993) 
kirsty.duncan@utoronto.ca  
 
Liz McBeth, Director, Events,  
(MA 1994), 416.291.9400,  
liz@mcbeth-media.com 
 
Simon Miles, Membership 
Director, (MA 1962), 416.466.8793, 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca  
 
 
If you would like to be informed 
of future EDUCT events, please 
send your cheque for $30, made 
out to ‘The University of 
Edinburgh Club of Toronto’, to: 
 

Nicholas Mitsakakis 
EDUCT Treasurer 
11 Elm Avenue, #424 
Toronto, ON M4W 1N2 
 
 
Do you know of other Edinburgh 
alumni in the GTA?  Please pass 
this on. 
 
Please send submissions or ideas 
for articles to the Editor:  
jameshunter@kpmg.ca 
 
 
Sponsors: 

 
Design and layout by 
McBeth Media Inc.  
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