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Message from the Board  
 
We have attempted to encourage 
alumni to become paid-up 
members of the club by 
including all known alumni on 
the mailing list for this 
newsletter.  However, the cost of 
mailing to this large group is 
quite expensive, and it is our 
plan to restrict future mailings to 
paid-up members. If you find 
this newsletter interesting, and if 
you would like to be informed of 
future EDUCT events, now is 
the time to send your cheque for 
$30, made out to ‘The University 
of Edinburgh Club of Toronto’, 
to: 
 

Nicholas Mitsakakis 
EDUCT Treasurer 
11 Elm Avenue, #424 
Toronto, ON M4W 1N2 
 

For a list of current EDUCT 
members, turn to ‘Are You On 
Our List?’ (page 4). 
 
 
Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni 
in the GTA? Please pass this on. 
 

 
 
INSIDE THIS ISSUE  
1. Upcoming Events 
2. Alumnus Profile 
3. Get Involved: Start a ‘SIG’ 
4. Edinburgh Tales 
5. Membership Rewards 
6. The Story Behind EDUCT 
7. Are You On Our List? 
8. and more… 
 

 
UPCOMING CLUB AND ALUMNI EVENTS 
 
Rugby Fever? We Have the Cure… October 25, 2003 
When Saturday, October 25, 2003, Time TBA 
Where Scallywags Bar and Restaurant 

11 St. Clair West (at St. Clair and Yonge) 
416.922.3737 

RSVP Paul Bradley, pbradley@dundeesecurities.com, 416.464.9771 
 
EDUCT Pub Night November 7, 2003 
When Friday, November 7, 2003, 6:30 p.m. 
Where Scallywags Bar and Restaurant (Upstairs) 

11 St. Clair West (at St. Clair and Yonge) 
416.922.3737 

RSVP Liz McBeth, liz@mcbeth-media.com, 416.291.9400 
 
Reception for the Principal November 13, 2003 
When Thursday, November 13, 2003, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. 
Where The Albany Club (see page 3 for details) 
Cost Members $10; Non-Members $20 
RSVP Liz McBeth, liz@mcbeth-media.com, 416.291.9400 
 
St. Andrew’s Day Celebration November 15, 2003 
When Saturday, November 15, 2003, Time TBA 
Where Fairmont Royal York Hotel 
Cost $95/person 
RSVP If you are interested in joining other EDUCT members at the annual St. 

Andrew’s Day gala at the Royal York, please contact Liz McBeth, 
liz@mcbeth-media.com, 416.291.9400 

 
Burns Night Supper January 2004 
When January 2004, Time TBA 
Where Old Mill Restaurant 
Cost TBA 
RSVP If you are interested in joining other EDUCT members at the annual 

Burns Night Supper at the Old Mill Restaurant, please contact Liz 
McBeth, liz@mcbeth-media.com, 416.291.9400 

 
Tour of Queen’s University Summer 2004 
When Summer 2004, Time TBA 
Where Queen’s University 
Cost TBA 
RSVP If you are interested in participating in a guided tour of the architecture and 

history of Queen’s University, a river cruise, and overnight stay in the 
dorms, please contact Liz McBeth, liz@mcbeth-media.com, 416.291.9400

 
If you have ideas for future events or locations, or would like to volunteer to 
help arrange any of our planned events, please contact our co-directors of 
events, Kirsty Duncan (416.241.6326 or Kirsty.Duncan@utoronto.ca) or Liz 
McBeth (416.291.9400 or liz@mcbeth-media.com).   
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Treasurer’s Report 
 
The balance in our account at 
Canadian Imperial Bank of 
Commerce as of September 30, 
2003 is $1,643.07.  Our annual 
financial statements will be 
prepared as of December 31, 
2003 and will be included as an 
attachment to the subsequent 
edition of the EDUCT News, 
scheduled for publication in 
January 2004. 
 
 
 
The Story Behind EDUCT 
 
“EDUCT” was selected as a possible 
name for our newsletter and our 
club following a brainstorming 
session held by the Board of 
Directors. It is intended to form the 
acronym for Edinburgh University 
Club of Toronto.  However, life is 
seldom as neat as one could wish 
for, and based on advice from the 
Development Office, we called our 
organization: the University of 
Edinburgh Club of Toronto.  The 
style “University of Edinburgh” is 
apparently favoured by the 
University over “Edinburgh 
University”. 
 
We quite liked the acronym, 
EDUCT, since it was somewhat 
redolent of education and 
therefore, in our minds, quite 
appropriate. Simon Miles owns a 
large dictionary, and has also 
discovered that “educt” is a word 
which means, in the language of 
chemists: “A body separated by 
decomposition from another.” 
 
In addition, there is “e-duct” — an 
electronic channel, which seems 
appropriate for all of our members 
receiving EDUCT News via e-mail. 
 
Our members also liked EDUCT—
the most popular option for the 
name of our club in our 
membership survey! 
 
 

ALUMNUS PROFILE 
John McNeil graduated with a M.A. 
(Honours) in Political Economy from 
Edinburgh in 1956.  He was in Sir Alexander 
Gray’s final honours class just before that 
very distinguished economics teacher 
retired.  His early years were spent in 
Tanganyika (now Tanzania).  On returning 
to Britain in 1948, he spent four years at 
Kirkcaldy High School, four years in 
Edinburgh and then immigrated to Canada 
shortly after graduation. 
 

He commenced his career as an investment analyst and remained an 
investment professional managing portfolios until 1982, when he was 
transferred to Boston to manage the U.S. operations of Sun Life of 
Canada.  He returned to the Toronto head office in 1985 and was 
appointed Chairman and Chief Executive Officer in 1988.  In 1998 he 
became solely Chairman and retired a year later. After retiring he 
focused his time on activities as a professional director, serving on the 
Boards of Sun Life, Canadian Pacific, Shell Canada, CP Ships and 
Fairmont Hotels and Resorts, where he has served as non-executive 
Chairman since its October 2001 debut as a public company. 
 

John has been involved in a number of non-profit Boards including The 
Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto, the Salvation Army, the Canadian 
Ditchley Foundation and the C.D. Howe Institute.  He was a long-time 
member of the British North American Committee, latterly serving as 
Chairman of its Executive Committee. 
 

John became a Chartered Financial Analyst (C.F.A.) in 1966 and is 
proud to be number 971 of some 60,000 investment professionals. 
 

John and his wife live in Toronto.  He married Esther Spence in 1956, 
an American student whom he met as a student at Edinburgh University 
in 1954. They have five children and seven grandchildren. A member of 
The York Club, the Toronto Club and the Royal Canadian Yacht Club, 
John is a keen sailor and cross-country skier. John has travelled 
extensively and visits the United Kingdom at least once a year. He 
retains a life-long affection for the City of Edinburgh. 
 
EDUCT Volunteers: Start a ‘Special Interest Group’ 
 

Some of you have expressed a keen interest in getting more involved in 
EDUCT. One way to do so is to form a SIG—a special interest group. A 
SIG can focus on any topic of interest to three or more members, such as: 
 Art, film, or literature 
 Gourmet 
 Gaelic language or music 

 Rugby or football  
 Scottish history or dance  
 Whisky or wine tasting 

 

If you are interested in leading or being a part of a SIG, please contact any 
member of our Board of Directors and we will help you to connect with 
other, like-minded Edinburgh grads. Nicholas Mitsakakis has volunteered 
to launch a SIG on film and the arts and Liz McBeth and Kirsty Duncan 
have volunteered to help launch a gourmet SIG. Anyone interested in 
these activities can contact Liz or Nicholas directly. 
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Edinburgh Tales 
Many of us remember Edinburgh not just as an ancient seat of 
academic excellence, but also as a city that resonates with historic 
reverberations reflecting many dark deeds which have occurred there 
over a long and sometimes violent history.  As you settle down to 
read the attached ghost story (submitted by Kirsty Duncan) you may 
be taken back to your student days when term would be re-starting 
in October and when you would have returned to the unmistakable 
atmosphere of Scotland’s capital. 
The closes, underground vaults, and wynds of Edinburgh’s Old Town 
have witnessed countless ghastly happenings over the centuries. A 
favourite remains the tale of the shrieking hauntings of ‘Johnny One-Arm’.   
In the 17th century, an angry and resentful John Chisely of Dalry swore 
revenge upon a court judge after he required that the man pay £12 to 
support his 10 children and wife, whom he was divorcing. One Easter 
morning, the unforgiving Chisely followed the judge home from St. Giles 
to the Grass Market, and just as the judge was about to enter his home, the 
merciless man shot him in the back—the bullet passed through his back 
and out his right breast. The judge died instantly, and the unrepentant man 
made no attempt to run.  
Chisely was caught, tried, tortured—he suffered the thumb-screws, the 
removal of his right hand, and the ‘booties’—before being executed. 
Finally, the gun used in the murder was hung around the dead man’s neck 
as a final disgrace and a warning to any citizen who might seek revenge 
upon the good citizens of Dunedin. 
Surprisingly, his body was removed the next morning—all were relatively 
certain that it was not by Mrs. Chisely—and the case of the missing body 
was never solved. Instead, ‘Johnny One-Arm’ stalked midnight travellers of 
the medieval city inciting fear in the hearts of those who dared pass 
through his streets. 
More than three centuries later in the 1960’s, workmen removed a hearth-
stone from a wee cottage, and to their surprise found…a skeleton, 
complete with missing right hand and a gun around its bony neck. Guess 
who? 
John Chisely of Dalry was at last given a Christian burial, and the 
tormented soul has not been seen (or heard from) since. 

 
Membership Brings Its  
Rewards 
 
Interest in our club continues to 
grow—since the writing of our 
last newsletter we have 
welcomed several new members!  
 
Benefits. Your membership fee of 
$30 entitles you to receive 
preferred rates for club events, as 
well as other opportunities to 
meet and connect with 
Edinburgh graduates in the 
GTA. We have an exciting roster 
of events planned over the 
coming months and we hope 
that you will join us and support 
our club by becoming a member. 
 
To Join. Simply send a cheque for 
$30, made payable to ‘The 
University of Edinburgh Club of 
Toronto’, to: 
 

Nicholas Mitsakakis 
EDUCT Treasurer 
11 Elm Avenue, #424 
Toronto, ON M4W 1N2 

 
Tax Reminder  
December 31 is the deadline for 
purposes of obtaining a 
deduction for submitting a 
donation to the University of 
Edinburgh to apply against your 
2003 Canadian income tax 
return. 

Join Us for a Special Reception for the Principal of the University of Edinburgh 
 
The Board of EDUCT is pleased to announce that the Vice-Chancellor and Principal, Timothy O’Shea, and the 
Director of Alumni Development (North America), Joanna Storrar, of the University of Edinburgh will be visiting
Toronto and will be our guests at a special EDUCT reception on November 13, 2003. Professor O’Shea will
deliver a talk on the topic of “The Role of the University of Edinburgh in the 21st Century.” 
  
Space is strictly limited so early registration is advised. If you are interested in joining EDUCT members and 
University of Edinburgh Alumni for the Reception for the Principal on November 13, 2003, please RSVP by
October 30th to Liz McBeth at 416.291.9400 or liz@mcbeth-media.com. Your registration fee of $10/member or 
$20/non-member must be received by the EDUCT Treasurer by no later than November 8th to attend. We will 
be accepting registrations in person at our Pub Night at Scallywags on November 7th. Guests are welcome. 
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Board of Directors  
We invite your comments and 
suggestions at any time. Please 
feel free to contact any member of 
the Board of Directors with your 
comments and suggestions: 
 
James Hunter, President, (MA 
1973) jameshunter@kpmg.ca  
 
Paul Bradley, Vice-President, (BSc 
1982), 416.464.9771, 
pbradley@dundeesecurities.com 
 
Nicholas Mitsakakis, Treasurer, 
(MSc 1996) , 416.946.7838, 
n.mitsakakis@utoronto.ca 
 
Kirsty Duncan, Director, Events, 
(PhD 1993) 
kirsty.duncan@utoronto.ca  
 
Liz McBeth, Director, Events, (MA 
1994), 416.291.9400, liz@mcbeth-
media.com 
 
Simon Miles, Membership 
Director, (MA 1962), 416.466.8793, 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca  
 
 
 
 
Do you know of other Edinburgh 
alumni in the GTA?  Please pass 
this on. 
 
Please send submissions or ideas 
for articles to the Editor:  
jameshunter@kpmg.ca 
 
 
Sponsors: 

 
 
Design and layout by McBeth Media Inc.  
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