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1. CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUES 
 
At the steering committee meeting held on June 12, 2003, we decided to change the name 
of our group from The Edinburgh Club of Toronto to The University of Edinburgh Club 
of Toronto.  The new name is a bit longer but it more accurately reflects what our club 
represents.  We have changed the name of the “Steering Committee”  ( which we felt had 
a rather temporary sound to it ) to: The Board of Directors.  
 
We also appointed three officers to serve for a one-year period, expiring on June 30, 
2004. 
 
The officers are: 
James Hunter, President 
Paul Bradley, Vice President 
Nicholas Mitsakakis, Treasurer 
 
The appointment ( as opposed to election ) of officers is not a very democratic process, 
but as we become more organized, we hope to develop processes to encourage all those 
who would like to be involved, to be part of the Board of Directors. 
 
 

2. CAMPBELL HOUSE EVENT 
 
Our first event was held in downtown Toronto at historic Campbell House on a warm and 
sunny Saturday afternoon  -   June 21, 2003. 
 
We had an excellent turnout of about 50 alumni and friends who, along with a large 
number of interested bystanders, enjoyed a highland dancing display in the garden,  some 
fine piping and a fun meeting of a distinguished group of alumni.  



  

 
We discovered that two of our colleagues, Monica ( Stewart ) Hunter  ( 1954 M.A. ) and 
Peggie Sampson  ( 1932 B. Mus. ),  were old St. Trinians girls  ( yes – there really was a 
St. Trinians school in Edinburgh ).  However, I am pleased to report that Monica and 
Peggie were much better behaved then the St. Trinians girls portrayed in the classic 
1960s British movies! 
 
We are very grateful to Kirsty Duncan who organized the event with help from Liz 
McBeth and Paul Bradley. Here are photographs of two alumnae having a good time: 
 

  
Susan Simpson (2002 B.Com) Peggie Sampson (1932 B.Mus) cuts the cake; also shown, left to 

right: Joseph Mendoza, Nean Hobbs, Kester Kong, Paul Bradley. 
 
                                                

3. FUTURE EVENTS 
 
Our first event was a lot of fun. We recognize that we have to try to appeal to a wide 
range of interests to maintain the enthusiasm for our club. Some of the potential future 
events that we are reviewing include: 
 
 a trip to Stratford or the Shaw festival which might include a talk on the play in 

question from one of our alumni at a pre-play dinner 
 Professor Vivian Abrahams has kindly offered to organize a 2004 outing to Queen’s 

University in Kingston  ( Queens was founded by Edinburgh alumni and is modeled 
on our University ) This might include a dinner at the Faculty Club and visits to 
points of interest in Kingston. 

 we propose to issue an open invitation to both the Rector  ( Tam Dalyell MP ) and the 
Vice-Chancellor  ( Professor Tim O’Shea ) which would likely take the form of a 
lunch and talk from our distinguished visitor 

 Burns Supper in January 2004  
 an informal lunch and learn session where one of our alumni would address a lunch 

meeting on a topic of interest 
 
Let either Kirsty Duncan or Liz McBeth know of your thoughts or ideas for future events.  
 
 



  

4. THE TAXMAN COMETH 
 
The Club’s main focus is having a good time, not fundraising.   
 
However, a number of people have raised the following question:  
Are there any tax benefits for Canadian residents to donate money to the University of 
Edinburgh.  The answer is: YES. 
 
If you want to give money to the University, you will qualify for a deduction on your 
Canadian tax return as if you were donating money to a registered Canadian charity. 
 
Schedule VIII of the Income Tax Act  ( Canada ) lists certain foreign universities  which 
generally include citizens of Canada in the student body.  Edinburgh is one of the defined 
foreign universities.  If you make a donation directly to the University, you will receive a 
receipt which you should submit with your Canadian income tax return. 
 
How much is the deduction worth?  If you live in Ontario, pay tax at the top marginal 
rate, and donate at least $200 to other charities, the deduction saves you 46.4% of the 
amount donated.  
 
Example:  Bill, an Edinburgh graduate, lives in Toronto.  He is constantly bombarded 
with requests for financial support from worthy causes, most of which he ignores.  Bill 
attended the Campbell House event and became quite misty-eyed when recollecting his 
time at the University and the impact it made on his life.  He has never donated money to 
the University before, but this time he responds positively to the University’s annual 
fundraising request.  He ticks the box on the donation form authorizing a debit of  £100 
on his Visa account.  The University Development Fund sends him a receipt for  £100, 
which he submits with his Canadian income tax return.  The cost to him in Canadian 
dollars charged to his Visa card is $230  ( £100 multiplied by the current exchange rate ).  
Since he pays tax at the top marginal rate he receives a tax credit of  $106.72  ( $230 x 
46.4% ).  The actual cost to him is therefore not $230, but only $123.28   ( $230 less the 
amount of the tax credit  - $106.72 ). 
 
 

5. TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Thanks to a good turnout at the Campbell House event, and a large number of alumni 
who signed up for membership, we are in good shape financially. 
We currently have $1,533 sitting to our credit at the Canadian Imperial Bank of 
Commerce.  We have picked December 31 as our financial year-end. Members will be 
provided with annual financial statements prepared as at December 31, 2003 as an 
attachment to our first newsletter of 2004. 
 



  

 
6. ALUMNA PROFILE: DR. PEGGIE SAMPSON 

 
Peggie Sampson is the senior Edinburgh alumna in Toronto.  She graduated B.Mus. in 
1932 and is a very lively 91 years old. 

 
Dr. Sampson studied music at the University under the 
celebrated Sir Donald Tovey at the Reid School of Music. 
 
She came to Edinburgh with a strong University connection 
as her father was professor of Astronomy enjoying the rather 
grand title of Astronomer Royal for Scotland. 
 
Peggie was born in her parents’ house at the Royal 
Observatory on Blackford Hill. She is proud of her education 
in Scotland and is a great lover of the Scottish countryside. 
 
Peggie bought her doctoral gown at Forsyth’s and has 

donated it back to the university along with some musical scores and letters from 
Professor Tovey. 
 
 

7. LIST OF MEMBERS 
 
Thank you to everyone who joined the University of Edinburgh Club of Toronto at our 
inaugural event. Paid up members of the club are as follows: 
 
Mr. Jonathon Baker Master of Laws 1993
Dr. Mario Carvalho Ph.D 1986
Mrs. Mary Fryer MA 1954
 Donald Gillies MA 1962
 Christine Gude MA Hons Fine Art 1964
 Nean Hobbs BSc 1964
Mr. James Hunter MA Hons English 1973
Dr. Kester Kong M.B., Ch.B (Hons) 1986
 John Krijgsman MA Hons Economics 1971
Dr. Willadean Leo Ph.D 1980
 William (Bill) Middleton B.D. 1963
 Simon Miles MA Hons Geography 1962
 Nicholas Mitsakakis MSc 1996
Dr. Peggie Sampson B.Mus 1932
 Christopher Valley Ban MSc 1990
 Anna Voineskos Bachelor of Architecture 1970

Dr. Evelyn Wallace MB Ch B 1967
 
If you have paid your membership and your name does not appear on this list, or if you 
would like your information modified or updated, please contact Paul Bradley at  

mailto:jonathanbaker@sympatico.ca
mailto:mcarvalho@iprimus.ca
mailto:dgillies@ryerson.ca
mailto:gudes@interlog.com
mailto:jameshunter@kpmg.ca
mailto:kesterkong1@yahoo.ca
mailto:krijgsman@sympatico.ca
mailto:wilahpc@aol.com
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
mailto:n.mitsakakis@utoronto.ca
mailto:fmcp@netcom.ca
mailto:sira8@attglobal.net
mailto:ewallace@look.ca


  

416-464-9771 or by email at pbradley@dundeesecurities.com, or Simon Miles at 416-
466-8793 or simon-miles@sympatico.ca.    
 
 

8. JOIN OUR CLUB! 
 
Interest in our club continues to grow: since the writing of this newsletter we have added 
more members to our list. If you would like to join the University of Edinburgh Club of 
Toronto and participate in our community, please contact Paul Bradley or Simon Miles 
for details. The membership fee of $30 entitles you to benefits including preferred rates 
for club events and opportunities to meet and connect with Edinburgh graduates in the 
GTA. We have an exciting roster of events planned over the coming months and we hope 
that you will join us and support our club by becoming a member. 
 
For more information about becoming a member, contact Paul Bradley at 416-464-9771 
or pbradley@dundeesecurities.com, or Simon Miles at 416-466-8793 or simon-
miles@sympatico.ca.  
 
 

9. MEMBERSHIP SURVEY 
 
On behalf of the Board of Directors we would like to thank all those who responded to 
our membership survey. We have been working assiduously to compile the results in 
order to gain a better understanding of our group and of your interests.  
 
It turns out that we are a very diverse group indeed! We represent a broad range of 
disciplines, including medicine, law, education, finance and economics, and media and 
communications. University of Edinburgh graduates in the GTA are architects, 
filmmakers, writers, educators, homemakers, ministers, dentists, medical researchers and 
practitioners, investment brokers, lawyers, consultants, and more. Our group enjoys an 
even balance of men and women and includes graduates from 1932 to 2002, with fairly 
large groups of 50s, 60s, 70s, and 90s grads. 
 
Not surprisingly, the results of our survey indicate that Edinburgh grads enjoy social 
activities and we are planning more opportunities for our club to connect in the coming 
months. You also expressed an interest in hearing from university faculty and alumni and 
we are exploring these avenues as well (see 3. Future Events above).  
 
A number of you also volunteered to support our club by helping to plan, coordinate, or 
provide materials for future events. Many thanks for your generosity and willingness to 
become more involved. Rest assured that we will be contacting you as opportunities to 
participate present themselves.  
 
Have a wonderful August and we hope to see all of you again in September! 
 

mailto:pbradley@dundeesecurities.com
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
mailto:pbradley@dundeesecurities.com
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca


  

 
10. THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
We invite your comments and suggestions. Please feel free to contact any member of the 
Board of Directors with your comments and suggestions: 
 
Paul Bradley  ( BSc 1982 )  pbradley@dundeesecurities.com, 416-464-9771 
Kirsty Duncan  ( PhD  1993 )  kirsty.duncan@utoronto.ca  
James Hunter  ( MA 1973 )  jameshunter@kpmg.ca  
Liz McBeth   ( MA 1994 )  liz@mcbeth-media.com, 416-291-9400 
Simon Miles ( MA 1962 )  simon-miles@sympatico.ca, 416-466-8793 
Nicholas Mitsakakis  ( MSc  1996) n.mitsakakis@utoronto.ca  
 
 
 
 
Know other Edinburgh alumni in Toronto?  Please pass this on to anyone who might be 
interested. 
 
Please send submissions or ideas for articles to the Editor:  jameshunter@kpmg.ca  
 
 

mailto:pbradley@dundeesecurities.com
mailto:kirsty.duncan@utoronto.ca
mailto:jameshunter@kpmg.ca
mailto:liz@mcbeth-media.com
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
mailto:n.mitsakakis@utoronto.ca
mailto:jameshunter@kpmg.ca
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