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Newsletter

As usual it has been a busy few months 
with active work on our many projects, 
and a number of overseas activities in 
China, South Africa, USA and Europe. 
It has also been a period of change for 
staff in JMICAWE: our administrator, Lucy, 
has moved on to pastures new and we 
welcomed Katherine Curnow to the team  
in her place. Roxy Woodrow, a qualified  
Vet Nurse with lots of experience of working 
overseas, joined us for 6 months to work 
on dog population management and has 
done a wonderful job developing training 
resources. 

We are also delighted to welcome the next 
cohort of MSc students to our campus 
programme on Applied Animal Behaviour 
and Animal Welfare in September. 
Finally, we are deeply saddened to have 
to report the sudden and unexpected 
death of our dear friend and colleague, 
Fiona Rioja-Lang, in May. Fiona had been 
working on a Delphi research project 
(see longer update) with JMICAWE for 
18 months. She is greatly missed by all 
those who knew and loved her.

Professor Cathy Dwyer, Director

Welcome to the summer edition of our newsletter, which provides 
an update on our activities over the last few months. 
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MSc validated by 
ASAB

Successful veterinary 
skills workshop 
China

We are delighted to announce 
that the University of 
Edinburgh online MSc Clinical 
Animal Behaviour has now 
been formally validated by 
the Association for the Study 
of Animal Behaviour (ASAB) 
as delivering the academic 
elements necessary for an 
individual to achieve ASAB 
certification as a Clinical 
Animal Behaviourist within the 
UK.

Further information about the 
online 
MSc Clinical Animal Behaviour

Our team visited China, 
collaborating with our 
long-term partners Animals 
Asia to deliver a one day 
animal behaviour and 
welfare seminar to around 
60 participants and two days 
of veterinary skills training, 
to veterinary surgeons 
from across Nanning. The 
workshop feedback was 
overwhelmingly positive, 
and the JMICAWE team look 
forward to building on this 
initial workshop with further 
activities and training events 
planned over the next three 
years. The team also visited 
the Animals Asia rescue 
centres in Chengdu and 
Nanning – home to over 100 
bears rescued from the trade 
in bear bile. One of the rescue 
bears (Jeanne) is named in 
memory of Jeanne Marchig.

Read more at the JIMCAW website
www.ed.ac.uk/vet/jmicawe
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Welfare & Ethics 
Session
BSAVA Congress

Heather Bacon & Hayley 
Walters have been working 
hard over the past year to 
organise the first ever BSAVA 
session on behaviour welfare 
and ethics at Congress. 
The whole week of BSAVA 
Congress was a resounding 
success.

Heather Bacon was awarded 
The J.A. Wight Memorial 
Award, sponsored by 
Blue Cross.  This award 
is presented annually to 
a veterinary surgeon who 
has made an outstanding 
contribution to the welfare of 
companion animals.

In addition, we are proud 
to report that MSc Clinical 
Animal Behaviour student 
Catriona Gillen was the 
recipient of the BVBA 
Veterinary Studies Award.
(see photo)

https://www.ed.ac.uk/vet/studying/postgraduate/taught-programmes/clinical-animal-behaviour
http://www.ed.ac.uk/vet/jmicawe


Work Streams Publications
The Jeanne Marchig Centre is engaged in a 
variety of projects, both within the University 
and externally with academic institutions, 
NGOs and governments, to ensure it 
continues to meet its objectives. There are 
seven work streams:

1. Animal welfare, research and education
2. Dog welfare
3. Farm animal welfare
4. Teaching (undergraduate/postgraduate)
5. Vet clinical training
6. Vet nursing education
7. Zoo welfare

Bacon, H.; Walters, H.; Vancia, V.; Connelly, 
L.; Waran, N. Development of a Robust 
Canine Welfare Assessment Protocol for Use 
in Dog (Canis Familiaris) Catch-Neuter-Return 
(CNR) Programmes. Animals 2019, 9, 564. 
doi.org/10.3390/ani9080564

Rayner, E.L., Airikkala-Otter, I., Bacon, 
H.J., Walters, H.M., Gamble, L., Langford, 
F.M. (2019) Assessment of an educational 
intervention on the knowledge and attitudes 
of Indian National Veterinarians to Animal 
Welfare and Euthanasia. Journal of Veterinary 
Medical Education (in press),  
doi.org/10.3138/jvme.0518-063r

Presenting the findings of the Delphi project 

Our research project to determine the priority 
welfare issues for 10 different species in 
the UK is complete and we have been busy 
disseminating the outcomes at various 
conferences and meetings this summer. 
This work was funded by the Animal 
Welfare Foundation of the British Veterinary 
Association, and used expert opinion to rank 
welfare issues for different species. 

Cathy presented the work on farmed livestock 
at the British Society for Animal Science 
meeting in Edinburgh in April. She also 
presented an overview of the whole project 
at the Animal Welfare Discussion Forum 

in London in June and at the Universities 
Federation for Animal Welfare annual 
conference in Bruges in July. Finally she 
presented the work on determining the 
priorities for cats at the 53rd International 
Congress of the International Society for 
Applied Ethology in Bergen, Norway in August. 

Four publications are planned for this work, 
and two papers are currently being considered 
for publication in the Veterinary Record Open 
(which will be freely available to anyone 
interested in reading more about this project). 
Two further papers will also soon be submitted 
to open access journals. 

APR AUG
Fiona Rioja-Lang

http://doi.org/10.3390/ani9080564
http://doi.org/10.3138/jvme.0518-063r
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Veterinary Ethics 
Conference 2019
The 3rd Annual Veterinary 
Ethics & Welfare Conference 
will be held at the Royal 
(Dick) School of Veterinary 
Studies from Saturday, 
September 28th - Sunday, 
September 29th, 2019. Tickets 
and further information:  
www.facebook.com/
edinburghveterinaryethics/

Animal Welfare Day – 
October 2019
JMICAWE, SRUC, 
Bioresearch, and Vet Services 
are jointly hosting an Animal 
Welfare Day (a day of talks, 
exhibitions and discussion) 
on 3rd October to tie in with 
world animal day (4 October). 
Programme and further 
information will be on the 
website:
www.ed.ac.uk/vet/jeanne-
marchig-centre 

Hello! My name is Dr Fritha Langford, 
my role here is that of senior animal 
scientist and programme director of 
the Online MSc in International Animal 
Welfare Ethics and law (IAWEL). I have 
always been passionate about improving 
the ways humans interact with other 
animals. I work with dairy cattle, sheep 
and pigs –and many farmers, both in the 
UK and all over the world.
 
I joined JMICAWE in 2012 and we 
launched the online MSc IAWEL - 
providing high-quality animal welfare 
education to people all over the world. 
IAWEL covers science, ethics and law 
and topics such as farmed animals, 
cat and dog welfare and captive 
wildlife welfare. Courses add up to a 
postgraduate certificate (3 courses) 
or diploma (6 courses). Students then 
undertake independent research to 
achieve an MSc. So far, we have 95 
IAWEL graduates and every year a 
number of them publish their research to 
further knowledge in animal welfare.

facebook: www.facebook.com/jmicawe

http://jmicaweactivities.blogspot.co.uk
http://twitter.com/JMICAWE?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
http://www.facebook.com/edinburghveterinaryethics/
http://www.facebook.com/edinburghveterinaryethics/
http://www.ed.ac.uk/vet/jeanne-marchig-centre 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/vet/jeanne-marchig-centre 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/vet/studying/postgraduate/taught-programmes/animal-welfare
http://www.ed.ac.uk/vet/studying/postgraduate/taught-programmes/animal-welfare

