[bookmark: _GoBack]My name is Steve Wigmore.  I am a transplant surgeon as well as a scientist.  I run a research group which is interested in a clinical problem.  The problem that we address is how to improve the function of organs at the time of transplantation.  When organs are transplanted they often don't work perfectly to start with.  This can put patients at risk and be dangerous.  My group is interested in harnessing some of the natural protective defence mechanisms that the body possesses to try and improve organ function.  We do this through a process called reconditioning.  Reconditioning involves using a drug to trick cells into thinking they are under attack when they are not.  They then secrete defensive proteins which protect the cell and we think that these can improve organ function.  We have demonstrated that this works in the laboratory, and we now have two drugs which are progressing rapidly to clinical use for human transplantation.
