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T A K I N G  A C T I O N
SDG16 requires radical commitment to the principle of common
humanity in order to connect structures of power and the people they
are supposed to serve. Gender equality and women's empowerment are
powerful pathways for preventing conflict, and sustaining peace. So too
are governments that promote transparency, participatory, inclusive,
and accountable governance—as exemplified by the Open Government
Partnership, which is co-creating reforms with 78 countries, hundreds
of local governments, and thousands of civil society participants.

N O T I C I N G
The world is experiencing the highest number of violent conflicts since
1945, forcibly displacing 89.3 million people by the end of 2021.
Globally, 50% of children and 1 in 3 women have been subjected to
physical and/or sexual violence. Although government representation is
becoming younger and more gender-diverse, at the current rate, gender
equality in the highest positions of power will not be reached for 130
years. One in 6 businesses pay bribes to public officials.

P R O M O T E  P E A C E F U L  &  I N C L U S I V E  S O C I E T I E S  F O R
S U S T A I N A B L E  D E V E L O P M E N T ,  P R O V I D E  A C C E S S  T O
J U S T I C E  F O R  A L L  A N D  B U I L D  E F F E C T I V E ,  A C C O U N T A B L E
&  I N C L U S I V E  I N S T I T U T I O N S  A T  A L L  L E V E L S

Trust is essential to peaceful societies and effective, inclusive social
institutions. But individual and structural bias, prejudice, racism, and
discrimination impedes trust between people and institutions. Persons
who belong to marginalized social/ethnic groups or who identify as
certain sexual orientations/gender identities are at greater risk of
suffering violence or being trafficked. Violence causes serious and
long-term physical, mental, and behavioral consequences, which
ultimately undermine the social and economic development of
communities and nations. Compassion is fundamental to achieving
SDG16 and the realization of all other SDGs.
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when we label people as vulnerable, deficient, or

problematic, we define them out of community and redefine

them, not as friend and as neighbor, but as client in a

service system. when we do that, we take some of the 

soul away from the person, all in the name of helping them. 
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https://www.opengovpartnership.org/about/

