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If you require this document or any of the internal University of Edinburgh online 
resources mentioned in this document in an alternative format, please contact 
Michael Butler – Michael.Butler@ed.ac.uk  
 
The outbreak of Covid-19 has been an uncertain and challenging time for 
everyone. The University of Edinburgh has shown incredible commitment to 
adapting to the ongoing situation, changing ways of working to address new 
issues and collaborating across teams to support each other and students. This 
Handbook provides an overview of your programme with the caveat that 
changes may need to be made should this be necessary during these times. 
Please be assured that we will communicate any changes to you at the earliest 
possible opportunity. 
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Key Contacts 

Course Organiser 
 
Dr Carole Jones. Dr Jones’s office is Room 2.01, on the second floor of 50 George 
Square. Her email address is carole.jones@ed.ac.uk The time of her office hours is 
published on the department website. See link from this web page:  
https://www.ed.ac.uk/literatures-languages-cultures/english-literature/staff  
 
 
Course Administrator 
 
Mrs June Cahongo. Her office is the Undergraduate Teaching Office, Room 1.08, 
first floor, 50 George Square. Her email address is j.cahongo@ed.ac.uk 
 
You can also direct administrative and general enquiries to this email: 
english.literature@ed.ac.uk 
 

 
Undergraduate Director 
 
Dr Dermot Cavanagh. His office is Room 2.18, 50 George Square. His email address 
is dermot.cavanagh@ed.ac.uk The time of his office hour is published on the 
department website.  
 
 
Head of Department 
 
Dr Alex Thomson, Room 2.43, 50 George Square. Appointments with Dr Thomson 
can be made through the English Literature section of the Undergraduate Teaching 
Office, Room 1.08, 1st floor, School of Literatures, Languages and Cultures at 50 
George Square.  
 
 
Technical Enquiries 

Please direct all technical questions to do with use of LEARN, Group Tools, 
Blackboard Collaborate and other digital issues to the Information Services 
helpline (IS.Helpline@ed.ac.uk). 
 
 

 

Introduction 

Hello and welcome to the department of English Literature here at the university 
of Edinburgh. 

mailto:carole.jones@ed.ac.uk
https://www.ed.ac.uk/literatures-languages-cultures/english-literature/staff
mailto:j.cahongo@ed.ac.uk
mailto:english.literature@ed.ac.uk
mailto:dermot.cavanagh@ed.ac.uk
mailto:IS.Helpline@ed.ac.uk
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Whether you are at the beginning of a four-year degree, taking this course as an 
outside-subject, or joining us as a visiting student for one-semester only, we hope 
you will enjoy your time with us and that the skills you develop this semester will 
provide a firm foundation for your future studies. 
 
As the subtitle on the Handbook’s cover page indicates, the focus of your studies 
for this semester will be developing your critical close reading skills with reference 
to poetry and drama. While you are all experienced readers, acquiring the 
technical knowledge that enables you to analyse poetry and prose critically and 
concisely—especially when encountering such texts for the first time—takes a lot of 
practice.  
 
When studying at school or college, the number of literary texts you are expected 
to read is usually limited to a few a year. By the time you are in your Honours 
years here, you will be enrolled in several courses per semester, each of which 
may require you to read a different text for each week. These first-year courses 
are designed to provide a bridge between these two requirements and to enable 
you to develop the skills you will need to be able to read new texts confidently—
and independently—in the future. 
 
Unless you are only with us for one semester, in semester 2 you will also be 
studying its companion course, Literary Studies 1B (Critical Close Reading: Prose). 
Together, then, these courses have been designed to ensure that you acquire the 
technical vocabulary necessary to produce confident and concise critical close 
readings of the three major literary genres (poetry, drama, and prose). 
 
Working both independently and in small groups, you will learn from each other as 
well as your tutors and lecturers. As well as acquiring the knowledge you need to 
develop your studies, you will also be developing the critical thinking skills valued 
by your future employers (see information on p. 26 below). 
 

Course Information 

Course Summary 

This course aims to be a transitional space of study in which students begin to 
explore what reading literature at university level entails. Students will be invited 
to explore different models of authorship, readership and textuality, in order to 
reflect on how meaning is produced in the genres of poetry and drama. For 
example, how do we identify metre and rhythm? What do terms like ‘caesura’ and 
‘parallelism’ mean, and what are they used for? In drama there is a big difference 
between reading a play on the page and seeing it performed on a stage - how do 
we get from one to the other? This course will explore the key terms and concepts 
needed to address such questions and enable students to read previously unseen 
texts confidently at a first reading.  
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Course description 

On this course you will be encouraged to develop your close-reading skills in two of 
the core literary genres – poetry and drama. You will acquire the key specialist 
terminology associated with each genre through the study of the technical 
vocabulary you need to identify and explain how a literary text engages with 
accepted conventions. While some texts will be studied in full, lectures and 
tutorials will draw on a variety of examples by writers from diverse backgrounds to 
ensure you are introduced to some key concepts in literary criticism (e.g., 
formalism, performativity) and are encouraged to reflect on how diversity, 
experiences and context affect the discussion of authorship and readership. 
Lectures will provide you with appropriate terminology and demonstrate how this 
is used in practice; to consolidate your understanding, you will undertake regular, 
formative exercises both individually and in small groups to prepare for broader 
discussion in weekly hour-long tutorials and engage with quizzes that will test your 
acquisition of technical vocabulary. In your final assessments, you will be expected 
to demonstrate how you can reflect upon and apply what you have learned by 
submitting two close readings for summative assessment. 
 

Learning Outcomes 

By the end of the course the student will be able to: 
1. identify and define the key technical terms used to analyse poetry and 

drama. 
2. produce critical close readings that show understanding of genre, varieties 

of form, and literary critical terms relevant to poetry and drama. 
3. critically evaluate how writers use literary forms for different effects by 

paying attention to rhetorical detail and providing textual evidence.  
4. identify and explicate some of the methods used by literary or cultural 

critics to examine formal issues and to link a work's form to its content. 
 
 

Assessment 

Formative: 
 
ALG          LO 1, 2, 3, 4 
Weekly preparation exercises      LO 1, 2, 3, 4 
Technical vocabulary quizzes      LO 1 

 

Summative: 
 
Close-reading exercise 1: poetry (1,500 words)  50%  LO 1, 2, 3, 4 
Close-reading exercise 2: drama (1,500 words)  50%  LO 1, 2, 3, 4 
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Course Materials 

LEARN 

All materials related to this course can be found in LEARN, which is a virtual 
learning environment that provides access to all the course information, materials, 
resources, and communication tools needed for your studies. 
 
You will find a link to ‘Literary Studies 1A’ in the LEARN section of your ‘MyEd’ 
portal. 
 
Please make sure to familiarise yourself with the course LEARN pages. 
 

Lectures 

Format and Delivery.  

This year, lectures will be pre-recorded rather than delivered in-person.  
 
You will find lecture recordings in named weekly folders in LEARN, the virtual 
learning environment for the course, which is accessed via MyEd.  
 
Two lectures, each approximately 50 minutes long, will address that week’s 
essential set text.  
 
Lectures will be posted by 5pm on the preceding Thursday (e.g., the lectures for 
week 1 will be posted by the Thursday of ‘Welcome Week’). 
 
Then from 12.15 to 12.45 pm on the Friday of the following week, the lecturer will 
be available to answer questions in a LIVE CHAT Q&A SESSION. 
 
This session will take place in the ‘Literary Studies 1A’ channel in TEAMS, the 
university’s collaboration platform. There are instructions here for accessing 
Teams: 
https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/computing/comms-and-
collab/office365/teams/get-
started#:~:text=%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8B
Access%20Teams%20through%20a%20web%20browser&text=To%20access%20Teams%
20on%20the,ac.uk%20and%20your%20password) 
  
 
Preparation and Participation 

Make sure to watch the lectures (a) in the right order; (b) taking notes on the 
important points, and things you don’t follow; and (c) in plenty of time to think 

https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/computing/comms-and-collab/office365/teams/get-started#:~:text=%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8BAccess%20Teams%20through%20a%20web%20browser&text=To%20access%20Teams%20on%20the,ac.uk%20and%20your%20password)
https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/computing/comms-and-collab/office365/teams/get-started#:~:text=%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8BAccess%20Teams%20through%20a%20web%20browser&text=To%20access%20Teams%20on%20the,ac.uk%20and%20your%20password)
https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/computing/comms-and-collab/office365/teams/get-started#:~:text=%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8BAccess%20Teams%20through%20a%20web%20browser&text=To%20access%20Teams%20on%20the,ac.uk%20and%20your%20password)
https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/computing/comms-and-collab/office365/teams/get-started#:~:text=%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8BAccess%20Teams%20through%20a%20web%20browser&text=To%20access%20Teams%20on%20the,ac.uk%20and%20your%20password)
https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/computing/comms-and-collab/office365/teams/get-started#:~:text=%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8BAccess%20Teams%20through%20a%20web%20browser&text=To%20access%20Teams%20on%20the,ac.uk%20and%20your%20password)
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about what the lecturer has said do you can formulate questions to ask them in the 
Q&A forum.  
 
You can post your questions in Teams at any time between watching the 
lecture and the Q&A session by starting a ‘new conversation’ in ‘Posts’. 
(However, before you do so, please check that no-one else has already posted the 
same question! This will help the lecturer make efficient use of the time 
available.) 
 
During the Q&A session itself, you will be able either to post a question using 
the ‘Chat’ function or ‘raising your hand’ to ask a question orally.   
 
The lecture recordings and Q&A chat transcripts will remain available all year, so 
you can return to them for revision purposes. 
 
Schedule 

 

Week 1 Introduction - Literary Studies/Studying Literature 

Poetry  

Week 2 Introduction to Poetic Form 

 Rhythm and Metre 

Week 3 Verse Forms & Poetic Modes 

 The Lyric 

Week 4 Poetic Imagery 

 Poetry & Gender 

Week 5 Poetry & Nation 

 Poetic Voice 

Week 6 Poetic Experiment 

 Vernacular Poetry 

Drama  

Week 7 What is a Play? 

 How to Read a Play Script 

Week 8 Plays in Performance, I 

 Plays in Performance, II 
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Week 9 Stage Spaces 

 Reading the Stage Space I 

 Reading the Stage Space II 

Week 10 Bodies on Stage, I: Speech 

 Bodies on Stage, II: Movement 

Week 11 Drama Beyond the Limits, I 

 Drama Beyond the Limits, II 

 

Tutorials 

Format and Delivery 

In addition to watching pre-recorded lectures and contributing to live Q&A sessions 
with the lecturers on a weekly basis, students will also participate in a weekly 
tutorial group of about 10 students. These small group sessions are led by a tutor 
and provide a space for you to discuss the issues raised by the week’s topic and 
essential text in more detail. 
 

This year, tutorials will be delivered in a hybrid form; that is, they will alternate 
between on-campus and online meetings. 
 
Allocation to a Tutorial Group  

A personalised timetable will be available to you via the MyEd portal within the tab 
‘My Services’. Here you will be able to view your tutorial timetable. Tutorial hours 
will be allocated by the Timetabling unit and the group to which you have been 
assigned will appear on your personal timetable by the end of the first week of the 
teaching semester.  
 

Changing tutorials 
 
If you wish to change the tutorial you have been assigned to please contact the 
Timetabling Unit from this web page to request your change: 
https://www.ed.ac.uk/timetabling-examinations/timetabling/personalised-timetables 

 
Preparation 

So that everyone gets the most out of each tutorial, all members of it should read 
the set text for discussion, watch the lecture, and undertake the individual/ALG 
exercises set for the week BEFORE attending their tutorial.   

https://www.ed.ac.uk/timetabling-examinations/timetabling/personalised-timetables
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As we know that some of you will have tutorials on a Monday, the lecture 
recordings will be made available on the Thursday of the preceding week. 
 
Remember, tutorials are the space in which ideas and queries can be directly 
addressed. As our focus this semester is on critical close reading, it is especially 
important that you have access to a copy of the week’s set text when participating 
in your tutorial. 
 

Individual/Autonomous Learning Group (ALG) Exercises 

Each week, the lectures will be accompanied by direction for individual/ALG 
exercises to help you consolidate your understanding and prepare for the tutorial. 
The three examples of secondary reading on the Resource List will help to broaden 
the context and your understanding of the week’s topics.  
 
Each week the lecturer will set a poem or passage for close reading and 3 ALG 
questions or tasks, one for each ALG group. An ALG group is a smaller sub-group 
within the tutorial group that will meet for an hour each week before the tutorial 
to discuss the text and work on the assigned question/task. Your tutor will allocate 
you to an ALG group which may consist of 3 or 4 students. ALG meetings can take 
place in a communal space of your choice if it is safe to do so or online using the 
tools in LEARN. 
 
Working in ALGs will offer a space for you to test out your ideas with your peers 
ahead of the tutorial and should also help you to get to know other members of 
your tutorial group. 
 

Individual task:  
  
Practice close reading the poem/passage, taking notes and thinking about:   

1. The central theme of the poem/passage and   
2. How its formal elements advance that theme.   

  

ALG tasks:  
  
Each ALG group should work together on the set task. Taking turns each week, one 
member of the group should take responsibility for compiling a written report and 
submitting it as directed by the tutor. The tutor will give general feedback on the 
report and address any questions raised in the tutorial. 
 
 
Attendance  

Students should attend all classes as specified in their course programme and 
undertake all preparation and reading required for them; attendance is monitored 
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carefully. If you are unable to attend a class, advance notice of absence should be 
given to the course tutor, the course administrator and your Personal Tutor. If you 
are affected by ill health and will be unable to attend for more than one week, do 
please inform your Personal Tutor as a matter of urgency. 
 
Seeking Further Advice  

All questions should be directed to your tutor in the first instance, who will refer 
you on to the course secretary or course organisers if necessary. Any queries about 
specific lectures should be addressed to the lecturer during the designated Q&A 
session.  
 

How to Organise Your Week 

Read set text for following week (see lecture folders in LEARN) 
Watch lecture and take notes 
Complete secondary reading 
Complete individual/ALG exercises 
Attend tutorial 
Access lecture Q&A 
 
In addition, there will be occasional quizzes for you to access so that you can 
assess your own development of your technical vocabulary. 
 
 

Books and Texts for the Course.  

Essential Reading 

Poetry 
 
The poems to be studied on this course will be selected from the anthology we 
have provided via LEARN and the Library Resource List. Further details on reading 
for specific lectures can be found in the relevant lecture folder in LEARN. 
 

Drama 
 

Henrik Ibsen. A Doll’s House. Nick Hern Books, 1994. 
Robert Leach. Theatre Studies: The Basics. Routledge, 2013 (A digital edition is 

accessible via the main library) 
Jasmine Lee-Jones. seven methods of killing kylie jenner. Oberon Modern Plays, 

2019. 
Shakespeare. Macbeth. Oxford World Classics, 2008. 
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(* Although we recommend you read the specified editions of these plays, it is not 
a problem if you have already purchased alternative versions, including any 
electronic version.) 
 
 
Blackwell’s Bookshop 
 
Blackwell’s Bookshop (53-59 South Bridge, Edinburgh) stocks the set texts for this 
course and you can order online for free UK shipping. 
  
A Poetry Anthology will be provided on LEARN and other selected texts for each 
week will be available in the relevant folder under 'Weekly Materials' on LEARN.  
 
Books may be checked out from the Main Library in line with Covid regulations.  
 

 
Recommended Reading  

Resource List  
 
The resource list, which is accessed via a link under ‘Library Resources’ in LEARN, 
provides some suggested secondary reading with reference to the general context 
of literary studies and critical close reading skills.  
 
It also provides access to the three key secondary readings that you will need for 
your ALG tasks and tutorials. 

 
You are not required to own any of these books. Many of them are available 
electronically and can be accessed through the links on the resource list. Physical 
copies can be found in the main university library (George Square). Should you 
have any difficulties there, the library staff will be glad to advise you. 
 

Academic Good Practice 

Writing well-structured, articulate essays that maintain a strong argument founded 
on detailed textual and critical evidence is a skill that can always be developed 
and will be useful to you not only during your studies but also in your future career 
(many of which will require reports of various kinds to be written). The 
information below provides some resources that provide detailed advice on the 
best ways to hone your skills in this area. 
 
Writing Guides 

An easily accessible guide is Nigel Fabb and Alan Durant. How to write Essays, 
Dissertations and Theses in Literary Studies. Longman, 1993, which is available as 
an E-book via the Main Library. 
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There is also a department handbook – the ‘English Literature Writing Guide’ 
(ELWG) – that you can locate here 
https://www.edweb.ed.ac.uk/files/atoms/files/english_literature_writing_guide_
2021-22.pdf 
 
In addition to top tips for essay writing, the ELWG provides further information on 
the referencing style used for English Literature and provides detailed information 
on the criteria by which your writing is assessed. 
 

Locating Secondary Sources 

Library 
 
The main university library is handily located in George Square. The rules on 
access may vary depending on the pandemic, updated information can be found at 
https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/library-museum-gallery/library-
services-update 
 
There are also several web pages that provide further information on how to use 
the library, see 
https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/library-museum-gallery/using-library 
 
 

Internet Resources  
 
Internet resources can be very useful for various aspects of literary study; 
however, it is important to consider which resources are the most appropriate to 
use when studying for your degree. 
 
The university subscribes to a whole range of electronic databases that are 
recommended for use.  
 
You can find a full listing of these at:  
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/information-services/services/library-
museum-gallery/finding-resources/library-databases/databases-subject-a-
z/database-literature  
 
If looking for further secondary reading on your topics, the best places to start are 
‘Literature Online’ and the ‘MLA bibliography’. 
 
These databases allow you to locate high quality materials. If there is no direct 
link to those materials in our library, you may wish to check whether we have a 
subscription to the specific journal by searching for it via the link below: 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/information-services/services/library-
museum-gallery/finding-resources/find-ejournal  
 

https://www.edweb.ed.ac.uk/files/atoms/files/english_literature_writing_guide_2021-22.pdf
https://www.edweb.ed.ac.uk/files/atoms/files/english_literature_writing_guide_2021-22.pdf
https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/library-museum-gallery/library-services-update
https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/library-museum-gallery/library-services-update
https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/library-museum-gallery/using-library
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/information-services/services/library-museum-gallery/finding-resources/library-databases/databases-subject-a-z/database-literature
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/information-services/services/library-museum-gallery/finding-resources/library-databases/databases-subject-a-z/database-literature
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/information-services/services/library-museum-gallery/finding-resources/library-databases/databases-subject-a-z/database-literature
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/information-services/services/library-museum-gallery/finding-resources/find-ejournal
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/information-services/services/library-museum-gallery/finding-resources/find-ejournal
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Referencing 

Once you have found these materials, it is very important to ensure that you 
reference them properly when you refer to them in your own work. There are 
many different styles of referencing, and the department of English Literature 
recommends the use of MLA (a system devised by the Modern Languages 
Association). 
 
A list – with examples – of the entries you are most likely to use can be found in 
the ‘referencing’ section of the ELWG 
https://www.ed.ac.uk/literatures-languages-cultures/english-
literature/undergraduate/current/handbooks 
 
If you need further information, other examples can be found at 
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_an
d_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html 
 

Assessment: Critical Close Reading Exercises 

The assessment for this course is based on two pieces of written coursework both 
of which will take the form of a 1,500-word critical close reading exercise. 
Deadlines 

Critical Close Reading Exercise 1: Poetry    
 
Poetry (1,500 words) — due Week 7, 2pm WEDNESDAY, 3 NOVEMBER (50%) 
 
For the poetry exercise, you will be given a selection of poems and asked to select 
ONE for analysis. 
 
Further instructions will be posted in LEARN by the end of week 3 (Friday, 8 
October). 
 
Critical Close Reading exercise 2: Drama 
 
Drama (1,500 words) — due Week 13, 2pm WEDNESDAY, 15 December (50%)  
 
For the drama section of the course, this exercise will take the form of a 
performance analysis; that is, you will be guided to a selection of scenes from 
recorded dramatic performances and asked to select ONE for analysis. 
 
Further instructions will be posted in LEARN by the end of week 8 (Friday, 12 
November). 
 

https://www.ed.ac.uk/literatures-languages-cultures/english-literature/undergraduate/current/handbooks
https://www.ed.ac.uk/literatures-languages-cultures/english-literature/undergraduate/current/handbooks
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html
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Rubric Violations and Penalties for Lateness 

Failure to follow the instructions for each assessment constitutes an infringement 
of the rubric. Ten marks may be deducted for rubric violations.  
  
If your essay falls substantially short of the word length required, it is unlikely to 
be of the required standard, which will be reflected in the mark. Essays of less 
than half the required length are unlikely to receive a pass mark. Excessively long 
essays will not be marked beyond the word limit. This limit does NOT include the 
list of Works Cited. 
 
It is University policy to penalise late work.  
  
You must submit your work in advance of the deadline. Penalties are exacted for 
late submission using the following scale: 
  

after 2 pm on Wednesday but before 2 pm on Thursday - 5 

after 2 pm on Thursday but before 2 pm on Friday - 10 

after 2 pm on Friday, but before 2 pm on Saturday - 15 

after 2 pm on Saturday, but before 2 pm on Sunday - 20 

after 2 pm on Sunday, but before 2 pm on Monday - 25 

after 2 pm on Monday but before 2 pm on Tuesday - 30 

after 2 pm on Tuesday, but before 2 pm on Wednesday - 35 

after 2 pm the Wednesday a week after submission date zero 

  
   
 

Format of Essays 

Written work must be word-processed using a standard application such as 
Microsoft Word. You should ensure also that you use a sans serif font,1 a minimum 
font size of 12pt, and that your work is double-spaced, with ample margins and 
includes page numbers.  
 
The essay, including a title page with the name of course and the essay topic, the 
main body of the essay and the list of Works Cited, must be saved as a single 
document, with a page break inserted between each element.  
 

                                         
1 Sans serif fonts include Arial, Calibri, Helvetica, Tahoma, Trebuchet MS and 
Verdana. 
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You should include a note of the WORD COUNT on the front (title) page of your 
essay.  
 
The word limit set for essays includes the main body of the essay, quotations and 
any footnotes. This limit does NOT include any list of ‘Works Cited’.  
For further guidance regarding format and presentation, and for advice on essay 
composition, please see the English Literature Writing Guide, available as a 
download from the department’s website (see link in ‘Academic Good Practice’ 
above and in LEARN). 
 
There is also a template file that you can download from LEARN (in the section on 
‘Assessment'). 
 
 
Submission of Essays 

Students must submit all essays electronically by the deadlines listed above. A 
Turnitin drop box will be set up for each essay: this will be located under 
‘Assessment’ in LEARN. Please ensure that you submit your work to the correct 
box. If you experience difficulties submitting your essays, inform the course 
administrator immediately.  
 
Before submitting your work, you should check that you have followed the 
guidance on the required style and format for written work, which is contained in 
this handbook and in the English Literature Writing Guide.  
 
When you submit your assignment, you MUST:  
 

 Include your name and Exam Number in the ‘Submission Title’, which you 
complete as you upload your essay to Turnitin.  

 The preferred format is <YourName>-<YourExamNumber>-<EssayTitle> (e.g., 
Jane Smith-B012345-PoetryCRE)  

 Your Exam Number can be found on your Student Card. It begins with a “B”. 
 
 
On screen, you will need to fill in the information as per the illustration below: 
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Essays must be submitted BEFORE 2 PM on the deadline day. It is your 
responsibility to submit essays on time and it is advisable to upload essays well 
before the deadline to avoid last minute problems. If you experience difficulties 
submitting your essays, inform the course administrator immediately.  
 

Electronic Submission  
 
This will take place via the Turnitin interface in your course’s LEARN section. You 
are responsible for ensuring that the connection over which you submit your 
electronic copy is capable of uploading a Word document through LEARN.  
 
Computer problems cannot be accepted as a legitimate excuse for late submission, 
other than in the case of a general failure affecting the university network.  
In order to ensure that your essay is submitted correctly, you must CONFIRM your 
upload to Turnitin and wait to make sure that you receive a Digital Receipt. 
 
You should see the following appear on the screen: “Congratulations - your 
submission is complete! This is your digital receipt. You can print a copy of this 
receipt from within the Document Viewer”. You should also receive an email from 
TurnitinUK with the subject “This is your TurnitinUK Digital Receipt”.  
 
If there is a problem with your submission, and you cannot provide a digital 
receipt, we have no evidence that you have submitted your work. It is therefore 
very important that you make sure you have received your receipt BEFORE you log 
out of LEARN.  



Literary Studies 1A: Handbook 2021-2022.  18 
 

If you DO NOT receive a receipt, LOG BACK IN to View/Complete on the Turnitin 
dropbox right away and check your essay is there. If it is not, you will be able to 
upload it.  
 
The electronic version will be scanned by software which generates an ‘originality 
report’, to help you and your tutors ensure that you have referenced your sources 
correctly. 
 
Extensions 

It is a requirement that all students submit coursework on time and in accordance 
with the published deadlines. Tutors are under no obligation to mark or to provide 
feedback on written work that is submitted after the deadline without 
explanation. It's important to manage your time, therefore, and to ensure that all 
written work is submitted on schedule.  
  
Please note that computer problems and competing essay deadlines do not count 
as an excuse for late submission. It is up to you to foresee any potential problems 
in this or other regards and to manage your time accordingly. Factor in enough 
time to cope with a possible emergency.  
  
However, if you are unable to finish your essay by the deadline because you are 
seriously unwell or suffering serious personal difficulties, you can apply for an 
extension (of up to 7 calendar days) in advance of the deadline.  
  
See the guidance here: https://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/extensions-
special-circumstances 
 
If you are unable to submit work within the extended deadline, it is vital that you 
contact your Personal Tutor immediately with a view to completing a special 
circumstances form.  
 

Feedback 

In line with university policy, assessment in English Literature Pre-Honours courses 
operates according to the following principles:  
 

 Feedback on essays is provided in written form by your tutor via LEARN. You 
may also ask your tutor for additional comment and advice, where 
appropriate.  

 Feedback and marks will normally be provided within 15 WORKING DAYS of 
submission. Do please remember this period does not include weekends and 
is, in effect, three weeks). (NB. The university Christmas and New Year 
closure period is excluded from the 15 working day calculation, and staff 
annual leave patterns also need to be accommodated  

https://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/extensions-special-circumstances
https://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/extensions-special-circumstances
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 If your work is not marked within this timeframe, please notify the course 
organiser and/or undergraduate director.  

 
It is important to note that the initial marks provided on LEARN in Grademark are 
provisional and are subject to moderation, application of penalties and final 
confirmation at the Exam Board.  
 
Moderation is done by sampled second marking. This means that the course 
organisers will review a number of marked essays to confirm the marks. This 
process ensures a high quality and consistency of marking for this course, and 
across related courses.  
 
The marks you receive for your work should always be understood in the light of 
the feedback that you will receive at the same time, and both marks and feedback 
should be read in the light of the Grade Descriptors published in the ‘English 
Literature Writing Guide’ (see link from https://www.ed.ac.uk/literatures-
languages-cultures/english-literature/undergraduate/current/handbooks 
The Importance of Feedback 
 
Learning is a process of communication between students and teachers, and 
feedback is essential to that process. It helps you identify your strengths and 
weaknesses, zero in on problem areas, and devise strategies to improve your 
performance. It helps you recognise variability and trends in your own 
performance, and where you stand in regard to your peers. Feedback is not an end 
in itself, but a tool for advancing the more important goal of learning. 
 

What Forms does it Take? 

 
It is important to recognise the variable forms that feedback takes. There is more 
to it than just comments on individual pieces of work.  

 

 When we think of feedback, we usually think first of written comments on 
specific essays, dissertations and sometimes on exams. Such feedback aims 
to give you some explanation of the mark you received, pointing out the 
main strengths and weaknesses, and suggesting what would have improved 
the performance. As already suggested, such feedback tells you something 
about that particular performance, but also about your general academic 
abilities.  

 

 For pre-honours courses in English/Scottish Literature we also offer 
feedback through comments on your individual and group preparation 
exercises within the tutorial setting.  

 

 It is important to remember that marks are a form of feedback, providing a 
ranking of your performance in relation to others doing the same piece of 
assessment, and in relation to general standards of assessment 

https://www.ed.ac.uk/literatures-languages-cultures/english-literature/undergraduate/current/handbooks
https://www.ed.ac.uk/literatures-languages-cultures/english-literature/undergraduate/current/handbooks
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performance. Grade descriptors are intended to give a guide to how 
assessment performance is judged. They provide a basic context for reading 
and understanding the meaning of a mark. You can find these in the 
“English Literature Writing Guide”. See link from: 
https://www.ed.ac.uk/literatures-languages-cultures/english-
literature/undergraduate/current/handbooks 

 

 

How Can You Get the Most Out of Feedback? 
 
First off, as suggested above, you should be alert to the various forms that 
feedback takes. Beyond that, here are some suggestions:  
 

 In the first instance, when trying to understand a mark and any associated 
comments, read these in the context of School marking descriptors. Marking 
descriptors are necessarily general but may help put the feedback you’ve 
received in a wider context.  
 

 Try to consider the various forms of feedback you receive not as isolated 
events, but as part of an overall pattern of performance, identifying general 
areas of strength and weakness. This should become clearer the more you 
are assessed and the more feedback you receive as you progress through 
your programme. If you detect a consistent area where you need to 
improve, seek advice from tutors and course conveners about what to do.  

 

 Learn more about study and assessment skills. There is a lot of helpful 
literature and guidance available. Two places to start are: (1) The Library. 
Books on ‘study skills’ are generally found under the Library of Congress call 
numbers LB2395. You can always ask a librarian for guidance. (2) The 
Institute for Academic Development (IAD). 
(https://www.ed.ac.uk/institute-academic-development/undergraduate)  
 

 If you have questions about a mark and associated comments on 
coursework, you are always entitled to seek clarification from your tutor.  
 

 See also, ‘Further Information’ (below), especially ‘LIT Pals’ and ‘Support 
for Success’. 

 

Plagiarism and Academic Misconduct 

Plagiarism is the use of material taken from another writer's work without proper 
acknowledgement, presenting it as if it were your own. While it is perfectly proper 
in academic study to make use of another person's ideas, to do so under the 
pretence that they are your own is deceitful. Plagiarism, whether in coursework or 
examinations, is always taken extremely seriously within the university as it is a 

https://www.ed.ac.uk/literatures-languages-cultures/english-literature/undergraduate/current/handbooks
https://www.ed.ac.uk/literatures-languages-cultures/english-literature/undergraduate/current/handbooks
https://www.ed.ac.uk/institute-academic-development/undergraduate
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form of cheating. Work found to be plagiarised may be penalised, assessed at zero, 
or not accepted, and in serious cases may lead to disciplinary action being 
initiated. 
 

Work undertaken for our courses is designed to help you develop your knowledge 
and understanding, and your own powers of analysis and argument. Plagiarism 
therefore undermines the whole purpose of the academic study of literature. For 
all work for the department’s courses, it is important to be aware of, and to 
acknowledge the sources of arguments and words. This applies to material drawn 
from critical books and lectures, but also from the work of other students and from 
the internet and other electronic sources.  

 
While deliberate plagiarism involves an intention to deceive and is easy to avoid, it 
is possible to fall unawares into practices which could be mistaken for plagiarism if 
you are not familiar with the proper means of using and acknowledging material 
from other writers. Inadequate referencing and inappropriate use of others' 
material could inadvertently lay you open to charges of plagiarism. You should also 
be aware that the resubmission of previously submitted work is classed as 
misconduct, just like plagiarism, and will be treated as such. You can refer to work 
that you’ve previously submitted in a new submission, but you need to cite clearly 
this pre-existing material in your new submission. 
 

Since different subjects involve different uses of material and may have different 
conventions about how it should be acknowledged, it is important that in each of 
your subjects you consult departmental guidelines about the purpose and 
presentation of written work in that discipline. 
 

Aside from plagiarism, you must also avoid all other forms of academic 
misconduct. These include collusion, the unauthorised and unattributed 
collaboration of students in a piece of assessed work; falsification, the attempt to 
present fictitious or distorted data, evidence, references, citations, or 
experimental results, and/or to knowingly make use of such material; cheating, 
the attempt to obtain or to give assistance in an examination or an assessment 
without due acknowledgement. This includes submitting work which is not one's 
own; deceit, the use of dishonesty to gain an advantage; and personation, the 
assumption of the identity of another person with intent to deceive or gain unfair 
advantage. 
 
Where they have reason to suspect that the writing a student submits does not 
represent their own ideas, words and arguments, tutors will check web-based 
material, as well as other sources. If they find evidence that this is indeed the 
case, they will pass this information onto the course organiser who will determine 
whether the case should be forwarded to the LLC academic misconduct officer. 
 
For advice on how to present materials accurately for our literature courses, 
please see ‘Academic Good Practice’ above and follow the link there to the ELWG.  
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There is also more information here: https://www.ed.ac.uk/institute-academic-
development/undergraduate/good-practice 
 
You can also access further support in this area from the sources supplied below 
(in 'Further Information’). 
 

Further Information 

LitPALS 

LitPALS is a peer assisted learning scheme through which you can obtain support 
for your learning from current students who are now in their second, third, or 
fourth year of their degree. 
 
Your LitPALS team will introduce themselves to you at the beginning of the 
semester and you can find out more about how this system works via the following 
link https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/activities/peerlearningsupport 
 
Support for Success 

You will automatically be enrolled in the LLC ‘Support for Success’ page on LEARN. 
It has been designed to bring together key information on life in our School and 
provide you with a firm foundation for your studies with us. There you will find 
answers to common questions, information on key academic skills, details of how 
assessment and feedback work in LLC, lists of useful software, and information on 
student support. 
 
 
English Literature Study Skills 

This page provides a general introduction to Library and information resources for 
the study of literature in English. 
 
https://edinburgh-uk.libguides.com/c.php?g=680281&p=4849675#s-lg-box-
wrapper-18280889 
 
 
Institute for Academic Development (IAD) 

 
The IAD offers online and in-person courses that help to support your studies.  
 
https://www.ed.ac.uk/institute-academic-development/study-hub 
 
This includes a course on how to reference your sources properly and avoid 
plagiarism. 

https://www.ed.ac.uk/institute-academic-development/undergraduate/good-practice
https://www.ed.ac.uk/institute-academic-development/undergraduate/good-practice
https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/activities/peerlearningsupport
https://edinburgh-uk.libguides.com/c.php?g=680281&p=4849675#s-lg-box-wrapper-18280889
https://edinburgh-uk.libguides.com/c.php?g=680281&p=4849675#s-lg-box-wrapper-18280889
https://www.ed.ac.uk/institute-academic-development/study-hub
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https://www.ed.ac.uk/institute-academic-development/undergraduate/good-
practice/referencing  
  
 
Careers Service Support 

 
Your University Careers Service is here to support you from Day 1, not just 
your final year. We can assist you in finding semester-time, vacation and 
volunteering work to help you finance and add value to your university experience, 
alongside your studies. And we’re happy to help you explore your future direction, 
whatever year you’re in.  

 
Whilst studying to gain the best degree you can is your priority, it’s also a good 
idea to take advantage of the wide range of opportunities open to you as an 
undergraduate. These include volunteering, mentoring, taking on a role with a 
student society or club, study abroad, group projects, part time work, summer 
jobs, delivering presentations, work shadowing, to name but a few. 
 
Getting involved with activities outwith your studies has many advantages. You 
can:  

 Develop and demonstrate skills and attributes, such as teamwork, 
communication, time-management, customer service etc. Future employers 
will be looking for evidence of relevant skills from all areas of your life, not 
just your studies.  

 Broaden your horizons – new experiences can change your perspective, 
provide new insights, alter your outlook, encourage you to consider 
different opportunities and directions.  

 Discover your strengths – what you’re good at, what you enjoy, how you 
can use these strengths to your advantage in the workplace  

 
Careers Service support includes:  
 

 Semester and vacation work-opportunities  

 Support with applications and interviews for semester and vacation work  

 Volunteering opportunities nationwide and abroad  

 Talking through your immediate and future plans with a Careers Adviser.  

 Information specifically for early-years students 
https://www.ed.ac.uk/careers/students/undergraduates 

 Your own careers blog https://englitcareersblog.wordpress.com/  - regular 
postings relevant to English lit students, to inform and inspire  

Browse our website https://www.ed.ac.uk/careers for further information on all the 
above or call in and see us on the 3rd floor of the Main Library Building. 
 

https://www.ed.ac.uk/institute-academic-development/undergraduate/good-practice/referencing
https://www.ed.ac.uk/institute-academic-development/undergraduate/good-practice/referencing
https://www.ed.ac.uk/careers/students/undergraduates
https://englitcareersblog.wordpress.com/
https://www.ed.ac.uk/careers
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How the learning outcomes for this course translate into critical skills that will 
assist in your career. 
 
The global environment, and future employment is complex, and the rate of 
change is intensifying. The need for graduates who can help tackle the challenges 
that society and the world faces is evident. Despite the uncertainty about the 
precise nature of the future, there is broad agreement about the likely skills 
required. From early in your studies, the ability to confidently articulate and 
evidence the core skills gained through your degree will be critical for future 
success. 
 
By the end of the course, you will be able to evidence: 
 

1. Critical thinking skills as you analyse, identify and evaluate poetry, drama 
and close reading. The ability to assess evidence from multiple sources and 
to make balanced, reasoned judgements based on it. 

2. Creative decision making and judgement with the ability to choose between 
different technical terms, drawing on reliable information to do so; come up 
with ideas and put those ideas into action 

3. Building communication skills with the ability to exchange information in 
different ways including verbal, non-verbal and in written form. 

4. Flexible collaboration and teamwork as you work in pairs and groups with 
the ability to work to a common purpose with others, often on a difficult 
task. 

5. Digital skills with the confidence to work effectively online, e.g., taking 
part in online meetings, collaborating and supporting others online, 
managing a workload. 

 

English Literature careers pages  

 
Discover:  

 What recent English Literature graduates have gone on to do  

 Your options with an English Literature degree  

 After English – http://www.afterenglish.ac.uk/about - a website 
dedicated to helping English Literature graduates plan for their future 
after graduation  

 … and more  
 

https://www.ed.ac.uk/literatures-languages-cultures/english-
literature/undergraduate/current/careers-advice 
 
Finally – look out for notices and emails about Careers Service activity in English 
Literature for the current session including regular bookable appointments for 
English Literature students only, and sessions of particular interest to English lit 
students. We look forward to working with you on your plans for your future after 
graduation. 

https://www.ed.ac.uk/literatures-languages-cultures/english-literature/undergraduate/current/careers-advice
https://www.ed.ac.uk/literatures-languages-cultures/english-literature/undergraduate/current/careers-advice

