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Teaching during Covid-19
This brochure is based on a traditional campus-based teaching model. For the 
academic year starting in September 2021, we currently plan to deliver a mix of 
in-person and digital teaching. For 2022-2023, we anticipate that we will be able to 
return to an even greater campus-based teaching model but this will depend on 
Covid-19 restrictions at the time.

Welcome to Linguistics at the 
University of Edinburgh

Linguistics at Edinburgh has a long and distinguished history and is part of the School 
of Philosophy, Psychology and Language Sciences. Our teaching and research is highly 
interdisciplinary.

Linguistics is a new subject for nearly all 
undergraduates, so no prior knowledge  
is required. Because the field is so varied, 
this programme offers you many ways  
to acquire a range of skills much valued  
by employers. 

This brochure aims to provide you  
with detailed information on the 
programme as well as the range of  
facilities and opportunities available  
to Linguistics students. 

Should you have any questions please  
do not hesitate to get in touch. 

Professor Alice Turk 
Head of Linguistics and English Language, 
School of Philosophy, Psychology and 
Language Sciences

Why Choose Linguistics 
at Edinburgh?
•  We are ranked 5th in the world  

and 3rd in the UK for linguistics in  
the QS World University Rankings by 
Subject 2021.

•  We have internationally recognised 
experts in the theoretical and empirical 
study of the major areas of language 
structure: syntax, semantics, pragmatics, 
phonetics, phonology and morphology. 
We also conduct world-leading research 
in sociolinguistics and language variation, 
the history of linguistic thought, language 
acquisition, and the study of language  
in context. We are a leading centre for  
the study of language change and 
historical linguistics.

•  You can study linguistics as part 
of a joint degree programme 
with philosophy, psychology, social 
anthropology or a wide range of 
languages, allowing you to enhance  
and deepen your understanding of  
the nature of language itself.

•  We host three research centres: the 
Angus McIntosh Centre for Historical 
Linguistics, which is a centre for research 
on how language changes and what 
drives linguistic change; Bilingualism 
Matters, a hub for an international 
network of experts on bilingualism and 
bilingual language acquisition; and the 
Centre for Language Evolution, which 
is famous for studying how language 
evolves in the lab.

•  You will be part of a learning 
community which includes the largest 
concentration of language scientists in 
the UK.
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Single honours
Four-year undergraduate degree 
programme course

MA (Hons) Linguistics UCAS code Q100 

MA (Hons) Linguistics & English Language 
QQ31

Joint honours
Four-year undergraduate degree 
programme comprising a combination of 
two subjects

MA (Hons) Linguistics & Social 
Anthropology QL16

MA (Hons) Philosophy & Linguistics VQ51

MA (Hons) Psychology & Linguistics CQ81

MA (Hons) Classics & Linguistics QQ81

Joint honours –  
modern languages
Four-year undergraduate degree 
programme comprised of linguistics and a 
language subject.

A joint degree programme with a language 
usually comprises one year studying 
abroad.

MA (Hons) Celtic & Linguistics QQ15

MA (Hons) Chinese & Linguistics TQ11

MA (Hons) Classics & Linguistics QQ81

MA (Hons) French & Linguistics RQ11

MA (Hons) German & Linguistics RQ21

MA (Hons) Italian & Linguistics RQ31

MA (Hons) Japanese & Linguistics TQ21

MA (Hons) Portuguese & Linguistics RQ51

MA (Hons) Russian Studies & Linguistics 
RQ71

MA (Hons) Scandinavian Studies & 
Linguistics RQ61

MA (Hons) Spanish & Linguistics RQ41

Our degree programmes Studying Linguistics 
as part of a joint 
degree programme
We offer a wide range of joint degree programmes  
with Linguistics, and joint degree programmes can  
offer many benefits:

•  A joint qualification shows employers that you can work 
across a range of disciplines.

•  You will study two subjects and can choose courses from 
across both subject areas.

•  Studying linguistics with a modern language can offer real 
insight into the structure and meaning of all languages and 
thus enhance your language learning at a deeper level.

•  Linguistics tells us a lot about cognition, learning and the 
mind. It is a great companion subject to classics, social 
anthropology, psychology and philosophy and  
can enhance your understanding and enjoyment of all of 
these areas.
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Introduction to your 
degree programme

The benefits of a four-
year degree programme
As a Scottish university, Edinburgh offers 
a flexible four-year honours degree 
programme. The four-year degree 
programme offers a range of advantages.

In years one and two, you can study 
subjects outside your key discipline, 
before specialising in years three and four. 
This allows you to develop a breadth as 
well as a depth of knowledge, expanding 
your academic range and enhancing your 
student experience

The four-year degree programme offers the 
opportunity to study abroad – not just for 
language learners, but across all subjects, 
including linguistics.

Your final ‘honours’ years three and four 
allow you to focus on your subject in 
depth, and the fourth year dissertation 
– comprising a piece of original research – 
represents the culmination of your degree 
programme and the demonstration of your 
abilities as an independent scholar.

The added experience and intellectual 
depth acquired over four years is  
widely recognised and greatly valued  
by employers.

Everything you need to 
know about option courses
Because of the four-year degree programme 
structure, you get the chance to take a 
number of option courses outside your 
chosen discipline in your first and second 
year. For Linguistics single honours you can 
take 80 credits of option courses in year 1 
and 40 credits in year 2. For joint honours, 
you typically take 40 credits of option 
courses in each year. 

There are a wide range of courses to choose 
from, and you might choose based on 
enhancing or complementing your degree 
programme, or choose something based on 
interest. It’s a good idea to consider courses 
you might be interested in before you begin 
your studies. 

In Welcome Week, the Course Options Fair 
is a chance to investigate all the courses on 
offer and discuss them in more depth. Your 
Personal Tutor can also advise you on your 
choices when you meet in the first semester.

Award
MA (Honours) Degree programme  
(see page 4 for a full list of our  
degree programmes).

Location
Central Area.

Awarding body
The University of Edinburgh.

Duration
Four years (full-time).

Academic year
Comprises two semesters:  
September to December  
January to May.

Timetables
These are usually available after the initial 
consultation with your Personal Tutor and 
option course selection in Welcome Week. 
Scheduled teaching can take place on 
any day during the week, but Wednesday 
afternoons are usually reserved for sport 
and cultural activity.

Reading lists
Reading lists will be available in September.

Studying abroad
We offer undergraduate students the 
opportunity to undertake a wide range 
of international experiences. Living and 
studying abroad can broaden your horizons, 
enhance your academic perspective and 
help make the most of your time as an 
undergraduate student.

If you enrol on a joint degree with a modern 
language, you will spend a year abroad 
learning your chosen language. Even if you 
choose not to study a language there are a 
range of Go Abroad options open to you. 
www.ed.ac.uk/global/go-abroad

“Because my courses are so small, I 
have a very interactive relationship 
with many of the teaching staff. I 
now feel so comfortable asking for 
help or chatting to my lecturers 
about their lectures/topics.”

Alex Hersey, MA Linguistics, Class of 2020
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Detailed degree  
programme content

The following is a year-by-year breakdown 
of the MA (Hons) Linguistics degree 
programme. It does not show the typical 
breakdown of a joint degree programme. 
Whilst these details are accurate at the time 
of printing, courses do change from year 
to year. For the most up-to- date course 
listings (and course listings for  
joint degree programmes) please visit:  
edin.ac/Linguistics2022

Compulsory courses for Years 1 and 2 are 
outlined below. You will also take 80 credits 
from option courses in Year 1 and 40 credits 
from option courses in Year 2.

Year 1
Linguistics and English Language  
1A (20 credits)
You will learn about aspects of the sounds 
and grammar of language, about how 
language is acquired, and how to think 
about language in context. You will also 
solve puzzles to enable you to compare 
English to a range of languages spoken 
across the world.

Linguistics and English Language 1B 
(20 credits) 
Following on from 1A you will develop 
the tools and knowledge needed to 
investigate in a systematic way the 
different subsystems of language, dealing 
with sound, meaning, word and sentence 
structure and how these subsystems are 
subject to variation and change.

Year 2
Linguistic Theory and the Structure of 
English (20 credits)
This course presents a detailed discussion 
of aspects of the structure of modern 
English in relation to some core elements  
of linguistic theory.

Phonetic Analysis and Empirical 
Methods (20 credits)
You will be introduced to the empirical 
study of language via systematic perception 
and classification, corpus analysis and 
experimentation.

Cross-linguistic Variation: Limits and 
Theories (20 credits)
You will be introduced to the variation 
observed in the languages of the world, to 
the analytical and theoretical challenges 
that such variation poses, and to responses 
that have been given to these challenges.

Either: 

English in Time and Space (20 credits)
This course covers key syntactic and 
phonological changes in the history of 
English, from Old English to Modern English. 
We also apply ideas from dialectology, 
sociolinguistics, dialect contact and 
language contact to understand changes in 
varieties of English over time.

OR 

Structure and History of European 
Languages (20 credits)
This course discusses the historical 
development and some typical structural 
characteristics of the languages of four 
major European language families: Celtic, 
Germanic, Romance and Slavic.

Years 3 & 4
Over the two honours years, you take 10 
courses (six in Year 3 and four in Year 4). 
These courses offer you the opportunity 
to study English language (and aspects 
of general linguistics) at an advanced 
level. You will also have the opportunity 
to develop specific transferable skills (for 
example in handling quantitative data) 
which will help you with your studies.

• Phonological Theory
• Psycholinguistics
•  Child Bilingualism:  

Language and Cognition
• Historical Linguistics
• Language Variation and Change
• Scots and Scottish English
• The Sociolinguistics of Bilingualism
• Pragmatics
• Second Language Acquisition
• Syntax: Theory and Practice
• Simulating Language
•  Computer Programming for  

Speech and Language Processing
•  Current Issues in Semantics  

and Pragmatics

Dissertation
You will have the opportunity to  
undertake independent research  
on an approved topic.

Courses you can take include:

08 Why study Linguistics at Edinburgh 09Why study Linguistics at Edinburgh

http://edin.ac/Linguistics2022


Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

09.00-09:50

10.00-10.50
 Social 

Anthropology  LEL1A
 Social 

Anthropology  LEL1A

11.10-12.00  Psychology  Psychology  Psychology

12.10-13.00
 Social 

Anthropology 

13.10-14.00

14.10-15.00  LEL1A

15.10-16.00

 Linguistics 
& English 
Language  

(LEL1A)  Psychology

16.10-17.00  Psychology

17.10-18.00

Sample Year 1 timetable

The following timetable is an example of a student studying MA (Hons)  
Linguistics who has chosen Social Anthropology and Psychology as their option subjects.

Teaching, support and facilities

Support
We have a dedicated team of student 
support officers who provide a range of 
services to ensure your experience at the 
University is a positive one.

When you arrive you will be assigned a 
Personal Tutor who can offer assistance and 
advice throughout your academic journey, 
including advice on choosing your option 
courses. edin.ac/ppls-student-support

Types of teaching
In Years 1 and 2 teaching is mostly 
conducted in lectures and small group 
meetings called tutorials, where you will 
have the chance to discuss topics in  
greater detail.

Lecture audiences comprise up to 300 
students and tutorials normally comprise 
around 12 students. Usually you will have 
around 12 contact hours per week in 
linguistics courses.

In Years 3 and 4 the emphasis shifts to more 
specialised, seminar-based courses and 
independent study

Assessment
Throughout your degree, you will be 
assessed using a range of methods, from 
coursework to traditional examinations. In 
your final year you will conduct your own 
research and produce a dissertation of 
between 7,000 and 10,000 words.

Facilities
Linguistics is based in the Central Area so 
you will be located in the heart of the city.

You will have access to:

•  State-of-the-art computer equipment 
and specialist equipment.

•  A dedicated library with study spaces 
and a wide range of offline and online 
resources for students within the School 
of Philosophy, Psychology & Language 
Sciences.

•  The University Main Library with  
more than 2,300 study spaces and  
24-hour access.

•  Some of the best university sports and 
gym facilities in the UK.

Teaching during Covid-19
This brochure is based on a traditional campus-based teaching model. For the academic 
year starting in September 2021, we currently plan to deliver a mix of in-person and digital 
teaching. For 2022-2023, we anticipate that we will be able to return to an even greater 
campus-based teaching model but this will depend on Covid-19 restrictions at the time.

Contact hours can differ depending on the subject. Outside of class time, you will be expected to complete the relevant reading, 
writing and revision for each course.

This is a sample timetable only. Courses may be subject to change and availability.

  Main degree programme courses

  Option courses

Tutorial LabLecture

Key
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The Careers Service

The University’s Careers Service looks to 
enhance your university experience from 
the moment you arrive, not just in your final 
year, so use us from day one.

We’re here to inspire and empower you to 
be the best you can be and fully develop 
your potential. We will support you as you 
gain experience that will enhance your 
personal development and employability, 
alongside your academic studies.

In an increasingly competitive employment 
environment, we offer many opportunities 
to gain the skills and experience that will 
ensure you are as well prepared as possible 
to achieve a satisfying and rewarding future.

Our services
•  A dedicated careers consultant for your 

School offering targeted information 
resources, newsletters and one-to-ones. 

•  Information and advice; in person via our 
drop-in centre in the Main Library, and 
available 24/7 via our websites, blogs and 
social media: www.ed.ac.uk/careers

•  Careers consultations.
• CV and applications advice.
•  Careers events: job fairs, themed 

events, volunteering, creative careers, 
sustainability, IT, and much more.

Information and advice
•  Volunteering opportunities  

within the University and beyond it.
• Go Abroad opportunities.
•  The Edinburgh Award – get recognition 

on your final transcript for additional 
work and extracurricular activities you’ve 
been part of during your time with us.

•  Part-time and vacation jobs,  
internships, graduate jobs and  
more, via our dedicated job site:  
https://mycareerhub.ed.ac.uk

Graduate profile

Since graduating, some of our students 
have been employed in the following 
roles:

• Project Officer for a charity
• Assistant Editor
• Account Manager for a media agency
• Marketing Executive
•  Widening Participation Officer at a 

university
• Support Worker for a council
• Translator

Find out more about the experiences  
of our linguistics graduates:  
edin.ac/ppls-alumni

Debbie Orr 
MA (Hons) Linguistics, Class of 2016 
Enterprise Assistant, Edinburgh Innovations

“I can’t recommend Edinburgh highly 
enough; it’s my favourite city in the world 
and a fantastic place to study. In terms of 
the degree itself, I loved the course content. 
It’s the science of language, so even though 
it’s a humanities subject there’s actually 
quite a lot of technical information in [the 
programme].”
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Getting ready  
for Linguistics

We’ve put together a list of resources to get you thinking 
about linguistics before you arrive:

Steven Pinker: The Language Instinct (Penguin)
A solid introduction to develop your understanding of  
how our minds enable us to use language.

Guy Deutscher: The Unfolding of Language (Arrow)
A book providing a whistle-stop tour of how language 
changes and develops over time.

Denis Villenueve: Arrival (2016)
There aren’t too many mainstream films with a linguist  
as the main protagonist. This thoughtful film shows the 
insight that linguistics brings to bear on understanding  
and communication.

Martha Barnette and Grant Barrett:  
A Way with Words 
Fun and fascinating podcast that discusses slang, new 
words, jokes, riddles, word games, grammar, old sayings, 
word origins, regional dialects, family expressions, and 
speaking and writing effectively.

iPA Learn Phonetics by John Esling
App for iOS. Learn how to ‘write’ speech with the 
international phonetics alphabet and learn what voice 
qualities sound like. 

Forward Thinking
Our own podcast. Find out what linguists and other 
academics at the School of Philosophy, Psychology & 
Language Sciences have been researching:  
forwardthinking.ppls.ed.ac.uk

Please note these resources are for interest only. 
Reading lists will be available in September.

Where do I find degree programme listings?
www.ed.ac.uk/studying/undergraduate/

Where can I find out about my linguistics 
degree?

edin.ac/Linguistics2022 

Where can I find out about accommodation? 
www.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate/accommodation 

Where can I take a virtual tour of campus and 
the City?
virtualvisits.ed.ac.uk/ug

Where can I chat to students about their 
experience at Edinburgh?
edin.ac/student-chat

Where can I find out more about Student Life? 
edin.ac/student-life

Where do I find out about applying? 
ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-for-university 

What financial support can I apply for? 
www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding 

What information can I get about facilities 
and support services? 
www.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate/facilities

Where can I find out about sports facilities? 
www.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate/sport 

Where can I find out more about transport in 
and around the city?
http://transportforedinburgh.com 

Where can I find out about Covid-19 
disruptions?
edin.ac/covid19

Quick links
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For further information about studying linguistics at 
Edinburgh, email: PPLS.UG.Offerholders@ed.ac.uk 

For further information about your application,   
email: futurestudents@ed.ac.uk

 /schoolofppls  /schoolofppls  /schoolofppls  
 school/ppls  /blogs.ppls.ed.ac.uk

Photography by: Paul Dodds, Douglas Robertson  
and Sam Sills.

We have made every effort to ensure the accuracy of the 
information in this brochure before going to print. However 
please check online for the most up-to-date information: 
www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language

If you require this document in an alternative format, such as 
large print or a coloured background, please contact:  
ppls.marketing@ed.ac.uk 
Suitable for recycling: This brochure can be recycled after use. It was printed on FSC 
mixed source stocks. 

©The University of Edinburgh 2021. No part of this publication may be reproduced 
without written permission of the University. The University of Edinburgh is a charitable 
body, registered in Scotland, with registration number SC005336.
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