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As things are slowly opening up again and 
we learn to live with Covid, the JMICAWE 
team are starting to be out and about a bit 
more, with the opportunity to attend some 
conferences again in person. We have 
also been very active in writing papers 
and grants, in particular winning funding 
for more research work on horse welfare, 
which is starting to become a research 
strength for the team. 

We are delighted to see the success of 
our two PhD students, Gemma Pearson 
and Marie Rowland, both also working 
on equine welfare projects, who passed 
their PhD vivas in the past few months. 
Fortunately, both Dr Pearson and Dr 
Rowland will continue to work with the 
team and share their expertise in this area. 

We also congratulate Dr Amy Miele who, 
with Dr Kevin McPeake, has begun a 
residency in the new Animal Behaviour 
Clinic at the Royal (Dick) School of 
Veterinary Studies Hospital for Small 
Animals, which will help to increase the 
knowledge and understanding of owners 
on pet behaviour and welfare. 

We also continue to develop our 
collaborations and support in many areas, 
both at home and abroad, as well as 
educational resources to improve welfare 
in many different areas. To keep up to date 
with our activities please follow us on our 
social media and our website.
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The Jeanne Marchig International Centre for Animal Welfare Education’s aim is to  
improve quality of life for all animals through education, training and by influencing  
policy at the highest level. Here we report on our recent activities overseas and in the 
United Kingdom, as well as providing an update on our education programmes.
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Ethiopia

Collaboration with International 
Livestock Research Institute (ILRI), 
Vétérinaires Sans Frontières Suisse 
and World Agroforestry: Working 
with Dr Rebecca Doyle at ILRI, the 
project ‘Scaling animal welfare 
and agroforestry in Ethiopia’ is part 
of a wider three-year Biovision-
funded project. The group will trial 
interventions, capacity development 
and the scaling out of animal 
welfare, agroforestry and rangeland 
management activities in three  
diverse regions of Ethiopia.

China

Collaboration with the University of 
Queensland and the International 
Cooperation Committee on Animal 
Welfare (ICCAW): JMICAWE is 
developing an online animal 
welfare science course, aimed 
at Chinese veterinary and animal 
science students. Funded by Open 
Philanthropy, the course is designed to 
improve knowledge of animal welfare 
science while being relevant in a 
Chinese context. The course materials 
will be developed in Mandarin and will 
include lectures, quizzes, podcasts 
and interviews.

India

Collaboration with Kerala Vet school: 
JMICAWE has been continuing its 
long-term collaboration with the 
College of Veterinary and Animal 
Sciences in Manutty, Kerala through 
assisting in the development of an 
online PG Diploma course on Applied 
Animal Welfare, Ethics and Law. 
JMICAWE Director, Cathy Dwyer, 
contributed to the course by providing 
lectures on animal welfare concepts, 
research approaches and animal 
ethics.

Hong Kong

Collaboration with the Hong Kong 
Jockey Club, The Horse Trust and 
Scotland’s Rural College: Dr Marie 
Rowland joins JMICAWE to work on 
this joint study, funded by the Hong 
Kong Hockey Club. The project will 
investigate attitudes of horse welfare 
from those involved in horseracing 
and consider new behavioural 
methods to monitor the welfare of 
individual horses. This will lead to 
the development of a tool to allow 
racehorse welfare to be assessed  
by practitioners.
https://edin.ac/3TfJmwc 

Japan & Vietnam

Collaboration with Wild Welfare: 
JMICAWE successfully launched the 
Wild Welfare e-learning programme 
in Japanese in January, and in 
Vietnamese in July. The package has 
been accessed in 42 countries  
and will be translated into further 
languages in the future.

Japan

Collaboration with Hokkaido University: 
Collaboration with Dr Yuki Otani from 
the veterinary school in Hokkaido, 
Japan continues. Dr Otani has 
completed her research work on 
views of animal welfare and veterinary 
practice between the UK and 
Japan and has identified interesting 
differences and similarities between 
these countries. Collaborations 
between Japan and Edinburgh 
continue to develop further.

Wild Welfare e-learning

https://edin.ac/3TfJmwc
https://wildwelfare.org/resources-elearn-programme/


Staff and student successes, funding

The Behaviour Clinic

Gemma Pearson and Marie Rowland 
have successfully completed their PhD 
studies. Both completed studies focusing 
on different aspects of equine welfare. Dr 
Rowland considered the perspectives and 
welfare knowledge of a marginalised group 
of horse owners (Travellers and Gypsies), 
and showed they had a good understanding 
of welfare, and that their horses were 
generally in a good welfare state. Welfare 
issues in this group often arose from their 
marginal status in society, which suggested 
specific opportunities to improve welfare.

Dr Pearson focused on stress in equids 
undergoing veterinary care and working 
with our equine clinic on the development 
of interventions that positively influence the 
horses’ experience. Gemma developed new 
methods to assess stress, and developed 
clinical practices to improve the welfare of 
the horses coming for veterinary treatment.

Dr Amy Miele has begun a residency  
in veterinary behavioural medicine at the  
R(D)SVS Hospital for Small Animal’s  
Animal Behaviour Clinic; the first residency 
of this type in Scotland. As the Programme 
Director of the School’s MSc Clinical Animal 
Behaviour, in addition to her practical 
experience as a veterinarian, Amy has 
extensive knowledge of animal behaviour. 
She will be taking a lead role at the Clinic, 
under the supervision of Clinic Director Dr 
Kevin McPeake, a European Diplomat in 
Veterinary Behavioural Medicine.  
The Clinic is one of the newest services 
at the Hospital for Small Animals, having 
launched in March 2021.

Dr Miele said: “I feel very fortunate to have 
the opportunity to join the Behaviour Clinic, 
and work with Dr McPeake and other experts  
within the Hospital for Small Animals. I love 
being able to help dog and cat guardians  
better understand the animals they share  
their lives with, and work towards a better  
quality of life for all.”

For more information visit:

Andrea Ang, a final year student at the 
Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies, 
has won the British Veterinary Behaviour 
Association’s (BVBA) Veterinary Studies 
Award 2022.

BVBA website

https://edin.ac/3pRFdkV
https://www.bvba-org.co.uk/


2022 Award Winners

Valle Sanchez-Izquierdo Lozano and 
Ellie Wilcox, two MSc Applied Animal 
Behaviour and Animal Welfare students, 
(supervised by wider JMICAWE team 
members Dr Tamsin Coombs and Dr Laura 
Dixon respectively), have won Universities 
Federation for Animal Welfare (UFAW) 
Animal Welfare student scholarships which 
will support them and their research during 
their dissertation projects. Mr Sanchez-
Izquierdo Lozano is working on a project 
titled ‘Validation of activity meters for use as 
welfare assessment tool in horses’ while Ms 
Willcox has travelled to Germany to work on 
a project looking at ‘Physical, Physiological, 
and Behavioural Welfare Measures in 
Captive California Sea Lions’

Prof Natalie Waran, former JMICAWE 
Director, has been appointed to Chair the 
Fédération Équestre Internationale (FEI) 
newly formed independent Commission on 
Social Licence to Operate for equine sport.

Asfa Sakhawat, 
MPhil student at the 
University of Animal 
and Veterinary 
Sciences, Lahore, 
Pakistan, has 
been awarded a 
Humane Slaughter 
Association 
scholarship.  

Ms Sakhawat’s study, the assessment 
of pre-slaughter practices affecting goat 
welfare at abattoirs of Punjab and Sindh, 
will be conducted under the mentorship of 
JMICAWE’s Dr Rebecca Doyle.

Dr Jessica Martin, Senior Lecturer, 
has been awarded “UFAW Early Career 
Animal Welfare Researcher of the Year”, 
nominated by Prof Simone Meddle 
(Roslin Institute, UK), Dr Ngaio Beausoleil 
(Massey University, NZ) and Dr Matt Leach 
(Newcastle University, UK). We say a sad 
farewell to Dr Martin who is moving to a 
new and exciting role at the University of 
Newcastle. We wish her well and we look 
forward to future collaborations.

Welcome to Olivia 
Curry (new PhD 
student) who 
joins JMICAWE, 
working on a project 
titled, ‘Developing 
behavioural indicators 
for the assessment 
of pain in horses’. 
Ms Curry will be 
supervised by Prof 
Cathy Dwyer, Dr 
Gemma Pearson and Dr Juliet Duncan.

FEI website

Staff and student successes, funding

https://www.ufaw.org.uk/ufaw-early-career-animal-welfare-researcher-of-the-year-award/2022-award-winners
https://inside.fei.org/media-updates/equestrian-sport-have-independent-social-license-operate-commission


JMICAWE are delighted to confirm 
continuation funding from the Open 
Philanthropy Project (OPP), which will 
support our activities in China for a further 
two years. This is in addition to their 
generous support for our PhD student, 
Lisa Yang, who is investigating producer 
perspectives on welfare of caged and 
cage-free poultry in China and will allow us 
to further develop animal welfare training 

packages for Chinese pig and poultry 
producers. In addition, we will consider 
retailer attitudes to animal welfare, as a 
potential lever for welfare change. OPP are 
also supporting a new venture for JMICAWE 
as we will be expanding our activities on 
promoting farm animal welfare into the 
Philippines. We will provide a further update 
on this in future newsletters.

We are delighted to offer FREE courses: 
The Truth About Cats and Dogs, Animal 
Behaviour and Welfare, Chicken Behaviour 
and Welfare, through Coursera.

The courses are ‘on demand’ and you can 
sign up and begin studying at any point 
throughout the year.

http://www.coursera.org/learn/cats-and-dogs/

https://www.coursera.org/course/animal

https://www.coursera.org/learn/chickens

Dr Tamsin Coombs (SRUC) and Bryony 
Lancaster (the Royal (Dick) School of 
Veterinary Studies) received funding from the 
Horse Trust, to support Cynthia Naydani 
(SRUC). Cynthia will be looking at the 
implications for equine welfare of alternative 
management systems with a specific focus 
on track/paddock paradise systems.

These alternative equine management 
systems are gaining popularity and are 
promoted as being a solution to many 
common equine welfare issues, however 
there is currently limited evidence on their 
impact on welfare. This research will begin 
to collect these data, therefore contributing 
substantially to our understanding of not 
only if, but how track systems can be 
implemented to improve the wellbeing of 
domestic horses in the UK, and worldwide.

Dr Gemma Pearson has received funding 
from the Beaufort Cottage Educational Trust 
(BCET) for a student project. We therefore 
welcome Jessica Wilcox to the JMICAWE 
team, to assist with the Hong Kong Jockey 
Club work and take ownership of a project 
investigating attention bias testing in horses.

Further Information about MOOCs

Staff and student successes, funding

http://www.coursera.org/learn/cats-and-dogs/
https://www.coursera.org/course/animal
https://www.coursera.org/learn/chickens
https://www.ed.ac.uk/vet/jeanne-marchig-centre/cpd/online-courses


The 69th Annual Meeting of the Japanese 
Association for Laboratory Animal Science: 
Dr Yuki Otani spoke at this event in Sendai, 
Japan in May on the subject ‘Dual use of 
farm animals for food chain and for academic 
activities in reference to the UK’. 
https://jalas69.jp/english/index.html.

BVBA Study Day: Dr Amy Miele and Dr Kevin 
McPeake, both British Veterinary Behaviour 
Association (BVBA) committee members, 
attended this event in March. 

Animal Welfare and Sustainability Webinar: 
Prof Cathy Dwyer chaired this event on 3 March 
through her work with SRUC. The event also 
involved JMICAWE’s Dr Rebecca Doyle as 
well as Profs Alistair Lawrence (SRUC) and 
Jimmy Turnbull (University of Stirling) who 
discussed different aspects of the interactions 
between animal welfare, animal production and 
sustainability. 
A recording of the event can be viewed here: 

BVA Animal Welfare Foundation Discussion 
Forum: The University of Edinburgh and 
JMICAWE were well represented at this hybrid 
meeting in London on 11 May. Prof Cathy 
Dwyer contributed to the opening discussions 
around the AWF strategy for animal welfare, 
presenting on AWF research work conducted 
by JMICAWE and the late Dr Fiona Rioja-
Lang to help prioritise areas of greatest need 
in animal welfare. Dr Gemma Pearson took 
part in the presentations and discussions 
around racehorse welfare (debate: ‘Equine 
overtreatment, where is the line in the sand?’), 
and Prof Bruce Whitelaw from the Roslin 
Institute contributed to the debate on gene 
editing and animal welfare. 

Annual Meeting of European Animal Welfare 
Committees: Prof Cathy Dwyer attended this 
meeting and represented the Scottish Animal 
Welfare Commission (SAWC) at the annual 
meeting of the EUROFAWC network (a meeting 
of representatives of animal welfare committees 
across Europe) on 31 May/1 June in Berlin, 
Germany. Prof Dwyer presented SAWC’s work 
on the welfare of wildlife, and the impact of 
evolving definitions of sentience, and joined 
discussions with other animal welfare groups.  

13th Boehringer Ingelheim Forum on Farm 
Animal Wellbeing: Prof Cathy Dwyer was an 
invited speaker at this event in May, focusing 
on indicators of positive welfare for ruminants, 
discussing the research work that she and 
SRUC have conducted over the past few years. 
The forum was held in Edinburgh and had the 
theme: Reconnecting Humans with Food-
Producing Animals.

UFAW Advances in Animal Welfare Annual 
Meeting: This two-day hybrid meeting held 
in Edinburgh in June was attended by more 
than 500 delegates. Prof Cathy Dwyer was an 
invited speaker, discussing the interactions 
between animal welfare evidence and policy-
making, drawing on her experiences as Chair 
of the Scottish Animal Welfare Commission. It 
was a great international gathering of animal 
welfare experts, and many congratulations to Dr 
Rebecca Doyle’s PhD student, Leigh Atkinson, 
in winning the runner-up prize for her poster on 
sheep temperament.

34th Australian Association of Animal 
Sciences Conference: Dr Rebecca Doyle gave 
The Barnett Lecture at the conference, held 
in Cairns in July. The Barnett Lecture honours 
Associate Professor John Barnett, who applied 
his expertise in stress physiology to the study 
of domestic animal welfare. Dr Doyle’s talk was 
entitled ‘The role of animal welfare in improving 
the future of farming’.

Conferences and events

View recording here

https://jalas69.jp/english/index.html
https://vimeo.com/684245011
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