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2021 has been a busy year for the 
JMICAWE team, despite continuing to 
work mostly from home. The impact of 
the global pandemic has inspired us to 
work on new ways to communicate and 
educate about animal welfare, including 
the continuing development of our online 
resources.
 
This year marks 10 years since the launch 
of the Centre and we continue to grow 
and develop our outreach. In the last six 
months we have seen massive uptake 
of the Wild About Welfare resources we 
helped to produce, including the translation 
of this resource into Japanese. You can 
see details of all the scientific papers, book 
chapters and conference presentations we 
have produced later in this newsletter.

We have also seen some changes in 
the JMICAWE team this year. We sadly 
said goodbye to two staff members – Dr 
Heather Bacon and Katherine Curnow 
have both moved on to new challenges. 
Fortunately, Heather will continue to teach 
on our MSc programmes. We are however 
delighted to welcome Dr Rebecca Doyle 
to the team, as well as Dr Yuki Otani from 
Hokkaido University in Japan, who is 
spending six months in Edinburgh with the 
Centre. You can read more about Rebecca 
and Yuki later in the newsletter.
 
Finally, we would like wish all our friends, 
colleagues and supporters a very happy 
and peaceful festive period, and we look 
forward to working with you in 2022!
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The Jeanne Marchig International Centre for Animal Welfare Education’s aim is to  
improve quality of life for all animals through education, training and by influencing  
policy at the highest level. Here we report on our recent activities overseas and in the 
United Kingdom, as well as providing an update on our education programmes.



The Jeanne Marchig International Centre for 
Animal Welfare Education was launched in 
2011, following a generous donation from the 
Marchig Animal Welfare Trust. Now in 2021  
we are celebrating being 10 years old.  

We would like to thank our friends, colleagues, 
partners and collaborators and the Marchig 
Trust and Board for their continued support and 
engagement with the Centre over the past 10 
years. In this time the Centre has established 
strong links with enthusiastic people from 
around the world, passionate about animal 
welfare and veterinary education, including, 
many education institutions, NGOs, charities, 
organisations, researchers, and individuals. 

This culminated in the Royal (Dick) School of 
Veterinary Studies winning Vet School of the 
Year in the 2020 WVA/CEVA Animal Welfare 
Awards, a wonderful recognition of the work  
of the team.

Our projects have included veterinary nurse 
training and mentoring, veterinary education, 
clinical skills and animal welfare workshops, 
lectures, and digital resources such as Wild 
About Welfare, dog population management 
resources, farm animal welfare videos, 
veterinary nursing, and massive open online 
courses (MOOCs). Our MOOCs have had  
over 203,000 registered participants.

 

We look forward to continuing our relationships 
as well as developing new partnerships and 
projects over the coming years in relation to 
farm, zoo, and companion animal welfare.

Watch the video of Cathy’s reflections, as well 
as many of our other team members, such as 
Hayley Walters RVN MBE.

MOOCs and CPD

Celebrating 10 years

JMICAWE is 10 years old (2021)

https://www.ed.ac.uk/vet/jeanne-marchig-centre/cpd
https://www.edweb.ed.ac.uk/vet/jeanne-marchig-centre/10-years
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On World Animal Day on 4 Oct 2021 an event 
was held to celebrate 30 years of the MSc in 
Applied Animal Behaviour and Animal Welfare. 
This is the first and oldest MSc programme 
in this area in the world, and more than 700 
students have now graduated.
 
Over 140 people registered for the online 
event, which featured talks from Professor 
Alistair Lawrence and Professor Natalie Waran 
amongst others. The event also shared short 
videos, photos and quotes from several 
graduates of the programme. We are delighted 
that there are graduates working around the 
world in a variety of roles, including research, 
teaching, undertaking PhDs, working for 
NGOs, animal welfare organisations and zoos.
 
The event also showcased some of the many 
scientific papers that have been published 
because of research undertaken during 
the dissertation element of the MSc further 
highlighting the impact on animal welfare 
science of the programme.

The collaborative project between Wild Welfare 
and the Jeanne Marchig International Centre 
for Animal Welfare Education launched a free 
digital education programme ‘Wild About 
Wildlife’ in January 2021.

The programme provides accessible and 
engaging opportunities for animal care 
principles where learners will be upskilled in 
the essential components of animal care and 
management, which in turn can help improve 
welfare standards for animals.

The programme has already seen learners 
from 42 different countries engaging with the 
resources, and now the new Japanese version 
should have even greater impact. The eight 
modules have been translated into Japanese 
by our wonderful volunteers: Yuki Otani  
(Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Hokkaido 
University) and Sayaka Mochizuki (BVetMed 
course, Royal Veterinary College), and 
launched November 2021.

Weblinks

MSc Applied Animal Behaviour and 
Welfare – 30 year anniversary

Wild About Welfare launches in 
Japanese

OCT
2021

English Japanese

https://wildwelfare.org/resources-elearn-programme/ 
https://wildwelfare.org/e-learning-programme-japanese/


The 2021 United Nations Climate Change 
Conference (COP26) in Glasgow, Scotland, 
was close to home for JMICAWE. Not just 
geographically, but because it’s clear that the 
welfare of animals can and will be affected 
by climate change. However, animal welfare 
doesn’t feature clearly enough on the agenda. 

The impacts of climate on animal welfare are 
wide reaching and real. The UK government 
acknowledges that climate change will impact 
livestock, even if warming is restricted to 1.5°C. 
Technologies are also being suggested to 
transform animal food systems to mitigate 
livestock’s impact on climate.

Livestock welfare is often the best represented 
group of animals in discussions about climate, 
but the impact of climate change reaches all 
animals. In line with this, the British Veterinary 
Association (BVA) published a ‘wishlist’ prior 
to the start of COP26 that drew attention to 
animal welfare and concentrated on individual 
and practice level action. The approach of the 
BVA to direct local change is a sensible and 
practical one, but awareness raising of animal 
welfare across sectors is important if broader 
aspects of climate action are to be sensitive  
to animal welfare. 

The Donkey Sanctuary, as a part of the Working 
Animal Alliance (WAA), had a presence at 
COP26 where they spoke at the ‘Towards a 
fair and suatainable transformation of food 
systems’ event. As well as being at risk of 

climate change, working animals also act as a 
climate adaptation tool to the most vulnerable 
people in global communities, and so the 
WAA often has an active presence at these 
events. At COP26 the Donkey Sanctuary 
were advocating several ways that the role of 
and impact on working animals needs to be 
considered in a changing climate, including the 
development of welfare provisions for working 
animals included in disaster mitigation and 
adaptation plans for climate change. 

While COP27 won’t be in Scotland, the need 
to include animal welfare into the agenda 
will remain at the forefront of our minds. 
Going forward, animal welfare needs to be 
a consideration in mitigation and adaptation 
strategies for all species. This needs to be 
accompanied with education and awareness 
raising for both animal owners that will be 
directly impacted, alongside their animals,  
and for governments who have the 
responsibility to make change.  

Useful links:
• HM Government Net Zero Strategy:  

Build Back Greener 
• Global Academy of Agriculture and  

Food Security Could livestock Cop it  
in Glasgow?

• British Veterinary Association: BVA 
releases wish list ahead of COP26  
climate summit

• The Donkey Sanctuary: Donkeys and 
climate change
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COP26: Considering animal welfare should be essential in climate 
change plans

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1033990/net-zero-strategy-beis.pdf
https://www.ed.ac.uk/global-agriculture-food-security/gaafs-news/blogs/could-livestock-cop-it-in-glasgow
https://www.ed.ac.uk/global-agriculture-food-security/gaafs-news/blogs/could-livestock-cop-it-in-glasgow
https://www.ed.ac.uk/global-agriculture-food-security/gaafs-news/blogs/could-livestock-cop-it-in-glasgow
https://www.vettimes.co.uk/news/bva-releases-wish-list-ahead-of-cop26-climate-summit/
https://www.vettimes.co.uk/news/bva-releases-wish-list-ahead-of-cop26-climate-summit/
https://www.vettimes.co.uk/news/bva-releases-wish-list-ahead-of-cop26-climate-summit/
https://www.thedonkeysanctuary.org.uk/about-us/our-international-work/issues/donkeys-and-climate-change?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=organicsocial&utm_campaign=dign
https://www.thedonkeysanctuary.org.uk/about-us/our-international-work/issues/donkeys-and-climate-change?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=organicsocial&utm_campaign=dign
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Two MSc Clinical Animal Behaviour alumni, 
Lesley Townsend and Alyson Geil, presented 
the results of their dissertation projects at the 
BVBA virtual study day in March 2021.

MSc AABAW student (2020-21), Cynthia 
Naydani, presented her dissertation ‘Movement 
as medicine: horse owner perceptions of 
the potential for movement and exercise as 
opportunities to improve welfare’ at the 2021 
ISES conference.

Rebecca Doyle spoke (online) at the 5th 
Africa Animal Welfare Conference, Accra, 
Ghana, Nov 2021 on the topic of animal 
welfare and agroforestry in Ethiopia, as well 
as the United Nations Food systems summit: 
Intergovernmental Dialogue around Food Loss 
Research 2021 (online, 3 June) on ‘Livestock 
food loss’.

Two colleagues from the International 
Livestock Research Institute (ILRI), Tsega 
Berhe and Peter Oba, spoke at the One 
Welfare World Conference. Tsega Berhe 
spoke on ‘Agroforestry systems that benefit 
animal welfare, environmental well-being and 
livelihoods in Ethiopia’ and Peter Oba spoke on 
‘Understanding mortality and morbidity of pigs 
in Ugandan smallholder production systems’.

Cathy Dwyer chaired the Scientific  
Committee for the 54th International  
Congress of the International Society for  
Applied Ethology held virtually but hosted  
for the first time in India.  

She also spoke at the virtual Welfare of 
Animal at Farm and Group Level (WAFL) in 
September, and contributed to a debate at the 
Animal Welfare Foundation Discussion Forum, 
challenging the view that intensive agriculture is 
good for animal welfare. Cathy also discussed 
some of the research conducted by JMICAWE 
looking at priority areas for the welfare of wildlife 
at the 11th World Congress on the 3Rs.  

Achievements

Dr Fritha Langford was recently elected as lay 
member on the BVA Ethics and Welfare Panel.

Dr Jessica Martin is now Section Editor for 
‘Humane Killing’ in the Animal Welfare journal, 
Universities Federation for Animal Welfare 
(UFAW), IngentaConnect.

Cathy Dwyer, Gemma Pearson and Tamsin 
Coombs have won funding from the Hong Kong 
Jockey Club to develop behavioural indicators 
of welfare for horses to help improve the welfare 
of horses used in racing.

Our colleagues in SRUC have validated a new 
BSc programme in Animal Welfare Science, 
which will launch in September 2022. This is 
open to suitably qualified undergraduates and  
intercalating veterinary students.

Conferences and Achievements

SRUC courses

https://www.sruc.ac.uk/courses-training/course-catalogue/animal-welfare-science/bsc-hons-animal-welfare-science/


New Deputy Director for the Centre

Welcome to Dr Rebecca Doyle, who joins the 
centre as Senior Lecturer and Deputy Director. 
Rebecca joins us from the Faculty of Veterinary 
and Agricultural Sciences at the University 
of Melbourne, Australia and has a wealth of 
experience in teaching and research in animal 
behaviour and welfare.

Rebecca has spent more than 10 years in 
supporting and promoting animal welfare 
practices and education in low- and middle-
income countries. She is a contributing 
scientist to the International Livestock Research 
Institute in Kenya and has worked with small-
holder farmers in Pakistan. Rebecca also 
chairs the animal welfare group at the Global 
Agenda for Sustainable Livestock.

Rebecca has conducted animal welfare 
research with a wide range of species, from 
crocodiles to wild dogs, parrots, sheep and 
goats!

Jeanne Marchig International Centre for Animal Welfare Education
Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies, University of Edinburgh, Easter Bush Campus, EH25 9RG

JM.Welfare@ed.ac.ukemail:
blog: jmicaweactivities.blogspot.co.ukweb: www.ed.ac.uk/vet/jmicawe

@JMICAWEtwitter:
facebook: www.facebook.com/jmicawe

Animal Welfare Attitudes Survey

The Centre is delighted to welcome Dr Yuki 
Otani from Hokkaido University in Japan.  
Yuki will be based with JMICAWE for six 
months, and is undertaking an international 
research project entitled ‘Attitudes towards 
animal welfare in the UK and Japan’.

The aim of this study is to explore differences 
and similarities in attitude towards animal 
welfare in the UK and Japan. This study will 
contribute to the development of effective 
strategies to improve animal welfare in both 
nations through future public engagement and 
intervention.

We are interested in the views of veterinarians 
and scientists and the survey is available in 
English and Japanese.

More Information

http://jmicaweactivities.blogspot.co.uk
http://www.ed.ac.uk/vet/jmicawe
http://twitter.com/JMICAWE?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
http://www.facebook.com/jmicawe
https://www.ed.ac.uk/vet/jeanne-marchig-centre/activities/attitudes

