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Happy New Year and welcome to 2021!
2020 was a strange and difficult year 
for many of us. The JMICAWE team has 
been working from home since March 
and, although missing seeing one another 
in person and travelling to meet with 
colleagues and friends, we are grateful 
that we are all well, and have still been 
able to make progress in the service 
of animal welfare. We are delighted to 
announce that the Royal (Dick) School 
of Veterinary Studies has been awarded 
the Vet School of the Year award in the 
WVA/CEVA animal welfare awards, with 
JMICAWE playing a key role in that award. 
We have also launched a new set of free 
online resources in veterinary nursing, 
designed to support those training to be 

veterinary nurses, veterinary technicians 
or paravets, and to help those setting 
up new programmes in countries where 
this is a new specialisation. Finally, we 
are delighted to be welcoming two new 
members to the JMICAWE team. Dr Miguel 
Somarriba Soley, a veterinarian from 
Costa Rica, has joined JMICAWE after just 
completing his PhD at SRUC, to support 
the MSc teaching team. We also welcome 
Yang Qing (Lisa) who joins us part time as 
a PhD student working in China, having 
just completed her MSc in International 
Animal Welfare, Ethics and Law. You can 
read more about all these stories in this 
Newsletter, and follow our activities into 
2021 by following us on Facebook, Twitter 
and reading our blog. 
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The Jeanne Marchig International Centre for Animal Welfare Education aim is to improve 
the quality of life for all animals through education, training and by influencing policy at  
the highest level. Here we report on our recent activities overseas and in the United 
Kingdom, as well as an update on our education programmes.



Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies wins global animal 
welfare award!

The Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies 
and JMICAWE are delighted to announce that 
we are the very first recipients of the World 
Veterinary Association and CEVA veterinary 
school of the year in the global animal welfare 
awards for 2020. The WVA and CEVA give 
annual awards for those in the veterinary 
profession who have gone above and beyond 
in animal welfare, and JMICAWE’s very own 
Heather Bacon and Hayley Walters have been 
former winners of individual awards. For the 
first time in 2019 WVA and CEVA also decided 
to give an award to the veterinary school or 
college that was working to promote animal 
welfare, and we won!

The award is wonderful recognition of the 
hard work, dedication and commitment of 
all those in JMICAWE, the wider JMICAWE 
‘family’, including our colleagues at SRUC 
who conduct research in animal welfare, 
and many, many people in the R(D)SVS who 
contribute to embedding animal welfare into 
the veterinary curriculum to give our students 
the best possible grounding in animal welfare 
science, ethics and practice. In addition, the 
award recognises the significant outreach work 
that JMICAWE and others do to reach out to 
other veterinary schools globally, and help 
to promote animal welfare education for all 
veterinary students.

With the current pandemic we were unable 
to collect our award in person at the 36th 
WVA Conference in Auckland, New Zealand 
in April as planned. However, a virtual awards 
ceremony was held recently and can be seen 
by following this link: 
 

This also meant that we did not get the 
opportunity to meet and congratulate the other 
award winners in person but we are honoured 
to share the awards ceremony with Prof Paul 
McGreevy, Paul Oluwadare, Prof Gareth Bath, 
Maya Cygariska and Dr Tharanga Thoradeniya 
– many congratulations to you all for your work 
in improving the lives of animals.
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Virtual Awards Ceremony 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9OhtWyYvGkw


30 Years of MSc Applied Animal Behaviour and Welfare at the  
University of Edinburgh!

This past year (2020) we celebrated 30 years 
of the on-campus MSc in Applied Animal 
Behaviour and Animal Welfare, a collaborative 
programme run by the  University of Edinburgh 
and SRUC. This MSc was the first programme 
of its type in the world and uses contributions 
from colleagues from the various Edinburgh 
based research institutes (Scotland’s Rural 
College, The Roslin Institute and the Royal 
Zoological Society of Scotland) and University 
departments (Institute of Ecology & Resource 
Management, Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary 
Studies and the Department of Divinity. 

Professor David Wood-Gush initiated the 
programme in 1990 and was director for 
18 months before his sudden death in 
1992. Our first JMICAWE director, Professor 
Natalie Waran,  then acting as coordinator 
on the programme, took over as director and 
continued to run the programme for the next 

12 years. In the 30 years since the inception 
of the MSc, over 700 students from all over 
the world have graduated and have gone 
on to forge successful careers in research, 
education, government, veterinary practice, 
non-governmental and industry organisations 
(amongst others).
  
Together they have made significant 
contributions to the field which have resulted 
in tangible improvements to animal welfare 
around the world. In 2017, in recognition of 
this, the MSc (alongside its sister programme 
MSc in International Animal Welfare Ethics 
& Law) won the British Society for Animal 
Science/RSPCA Innovative Developments in 
Animal Welfare Award. In order to recognise 
our alumni achievements and celebrate 30 
years of the MSc we will be hosting several 
online events during 2021 so please look out 
for updates.
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Veterinary Nursing Skills Online Resource

There are some 15,000 registered veterinary 
nurses in the UK alone, and veterinary 
nurses play a key role in ensuring the welfare 
of the estimated 400 million cats and 500 
million dogs worldwide. These vital skills are 
increasingly being recognised as important by 
the veterinary profession, and JMICAWE has 
been actively supporting these developments. 

Demand for online resources has never been 
greater and since launching our free veterinary 
nursing skills online resource, in October 2020, 
over 800 people have registered.
The new resource, which is aimed at qualified 
and student veterinary nurses, will provide 

fresh perspectives on 
the interactions between 
nursing care, animal 
health and patient 
behaviour. Its content – 
also a valuable teaching 
tool for vet nursing 
lecturers – will highlight 
how focusing on these 
vital overlaps can 
improve patient welfare 
and clinical outcomes.

Vet technicians and veterinary assistants can 
also benefit from the new material, which 
includes video tutorials, downloadable fact 
sheets and interactive quizzes.

Topics covered include clinical skills, patient 
handling and behaviour, wound management 
and bandaging, animal welfare and inpatient 
care. Registration is free via the University 
website.

If you want to find out more and to register:
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https://edin.ac/3ma8d3y

https://edin.ac/3ma8d3y


Dentistry and anaesthesia for Wildwood Trust rescue bear Fluff.

Recently JMICAWE Vet Heather Bacon 
received a request for advice on a bear with 
sore head. Since 2014, Heather has worked 
with the Wildwood Trust to provide support 
for their rescue and rehabilitation of two 
bears ‘Fluff’ and ‘Scruff’, rescued from poor 
conditions in Eastern Europe. Heather provided 
husbandry and veterinary support and has 
encouraged the Wildwood team to share their 
developments in behavioural husbandry at 
international conferences. 

When Fluff started showing signs of dental 
pain, Heather worked with the Wildwood team, 
local veterinary practice Burnham House, 
and dental expert Peter Kertesz to manage 
Fluff’s anaesthesia and ensure he was safe 
throughout the anaesthesia, and pain free 
post-op.

Heather says “Sadly dental disease is very 
common in bears that have experienced 
traumatic pasts – they may bite at the bars 
of their enclosures in frustration, and this can 
weaken the tooth enamel and result in later 

shattering of the large canine teeth, which is 
incredibly painful. Poor Fluff needed three root 
canals and lots of pain relief, but was very 
stable under anaesthesia and recovered well”.

Whilst managing the 
veterinary aspects in 
cases like this can be 
difficult, coordinating 
the logistics is just 
as challenging. 
Unfortunately Fluff’s 
dental pain kicked in 
at the worst time of 
year – as he had just 
spent the last couple 
of months eating significant amounts to 
prepare for winter dormancy, so at the time of 
anaesthesia weighed almost 300kg! Managing 
anaesthesia in bears of this size has some 
unique challenges – in addition to the logistical 
challenges of moving and positioning him 
correctly – fortunately the Wildwood keeper 
team were on hand to do the heavy lifting!
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Our New JMICAWE Team Members!

This year has been a year of many changes 
but some can be very positive! Our 
JMICAWE Team is delighted to welcome 
two new team members – Miguel Somarriba 
Soley and Lisa Qing Yang. 
Miguel has joined the MSc International 
Animal Welfare Ethics and Law programme 
team to help with programme co-ordination, 
and will also work with JMICAWE in its 
animal welfare training project in China. 
Miguel brings a wealth of varied expertise to 
the team. He is a veterinarian who qualified 
in his native Costa Rica, and has worked for 
the WSPA (now World Animal Protection) 
in their Animals in Disasters Programme, 
taking part in disaster management and 
recovery projects in Latin-American and the 
Caribbean following natural disasters. 

Most recently, Miguel 
successfully completed 
his PhD Defence with 
his thesis focusing  on 
the effects of stress in 
beef cattle, considering 
the downstream effects 
of chronic stress on 
behaviour, the rumen 
microbiota (normal microorganisms that 
reside in the forestomach of cattle), feed 
efficiency, and methane emissions.

‘Lisa’ Qing Yang is our new PhD student. 
She has organised events to communicate 
animal welfare knowledge with the public 

and facilitated different 
international workshops 
to build capacities of 
veterinarians, animal 
carers and academia 
in China. Lisa currently 
works for an international 
consulting company to 
support conventional egg 
farmers to convert to cage-free systems 
in Asia. Before the role of consultant, she 
worked as the China Researcher Officer at 
Compassion in World Farming, a leading 
global farm animal welfare organisation. 

Lisa will be doing her PhD part time in 
China, focusing on poultry farmers and 
how higher welfare standards might be 
implemented in China. She is keen to 
understand how Chinese poultry farmers 
perceive their current practice on farms and 
to develop interventions to encourage better 
welfare practice.

Like Miguel, Lisa has had great success 
in 2020, as she completed her master’s 
degree in International Animal Welfare, 
Ethics and Law at University of Edinburgh 
and received the prize for the highest grade 
in her cohort for her MSc Dissertation.

A huge congratulations to both and we 
look forward to their impact on the team’s 
activities.
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