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Due to various global health issues we 
have had to postpone some of our travel 
plans, and our focus has been shifting 
somewhat to preparing our supporting 
resources to underpin our work overseas.

In this edition you will find out more about 
some of the latest developments in our free 
educational materials including veterinary 
nursing, zoo welfare and farm animal 
welfare. We have managed some overseas 
trips, particularly to India where we are 
working with the Bangalore Veterinary 
College to support developments in animal 

behaviour and welfare, including support to 
host the next International Congress of the 
International Society for Applied Ethology in 
August, 2021. In addition, we have followed 
up on our visit to Vietnam last March by 
supporting further specialist veterinary 
training there.

We also have some hellos and goodbyes 
in this edition, with our RVN Jess Davies 
departing, and the arrival of RVNs Emily 
Gorman and Roxy Woodrow (back for 
another JMICAWE stint)!

Professor Cathy Dwyer, Director

Welcome to the latest edition of our newsletter, which provides an 
update on our activities over the last few months.
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The aim of the Jeanne Marchig International Centre for Animal Welfare Education is to 
improve the quality of life for all animals through education, training and by influencing 
policy at the highest level. Here we report on our recent activities overseas and in the 
United Kingdom, as well as an update on our education programmes.



Visiting veterinary imaging expert to Vietnam

Following up on the successful trip made by 
Heather Bacon and Jess Davies in March 
2019, Dr Nic Hayward, a European veterinary 
specialist in diagnostic imaging travelled 
to Vietnam in December 2019 to deliver 
specialised training in ultrasonography. As 
part of her trip, Dr Hayward visited the Save 
Vietnam’s Wildlife (SVW) rescue Centre in Cuc 
Phuong National park, the Four Paws bear 
rescue centre in Ninh Binh, and the Animals 
Asia bear sanctuary in Tam Dao National park.

During her trip, Dr Hayward was involved in 
a variety of different activities, including the 
delivery of welfare assessment training by 
JMICAWE partner Wild Welfare  
(https://wildwelfare.org). 
From the JMICAWE trip last year in March, 
Heather and Jess brought an ultrasound 
machine to the SVW team and gave basic 
instruction on ultrasound imaging including 
pregnancy diagnosis, but this was further 
developed during Dr Hayward’s trip.
The use of non-invasive imaging techniques 
such as ultrasonography allows for rapid and 
accurate detection of a range of veterinary 
problems.  

The wide range of training that Dr Hayward 
was able to deliver across a variety of species 
rescued from the illegal wildlife trade, will help 
to improve the diagnosis and treatment of 
problems in these rescued animals.

JMICAWE was delighted to be able to 
support Dr Hayward’s work and to continue 
collaboration with our charity partners who 
are providing much-needed rehabilitation, 
sanctuary, and in some cases even 
reintroduction to the wild, of illegally trafficked 
wild animals.
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Workshop on animal behaviour and welfare in Bangalore

JMICAWE Director, Cathy Dwyer, and the 
coordinator of the MSc programme in Applied 
Animal Behaviour and Welfare (University 
of Edinburgh), Kirstin McIlvaney, have just 
returned from a trip to the Veterinary College 
in Bangalore (Karnataka Veterinary, Animal 
and Fisheries Science University) where they 
ran a 3 day workshop on animal welfare and 
behaviour hosted by Dr Abdul Rahman and the 
Commonwealth Veterinary Association. This 
was part of the work that JMICAWE are doing 
to capacity-build in Indian vet schools, and 
to support the new Animal Welfare Research 
Centre based in the vet school in Bangalore.  

The workshop was attended by about 40 
postgraduate students and faculty from 9 
different vet schools across India. Cathy 
and Kirstin focused on animal welfare 
sciences, and particularly animal behaviour 
measurements. After a day in the classroom 
the workshop went out to visit the poultry and 
dairy facilities on site to practice their animal 
behaviour data collection skills.

Half the group went with Kirstin to the poultry 
facility, where they compared the benefits of 
scan and focal sampling and discussed how 
they might use different techniques to address 
different issues. The other half of the group 
went with Cathy to the dairy unit where we 
looked at the importance of good ethograms, 
and piloting data collection methods, and 
had an attempt at conducting an on farm 
novel object test, based on previous methods 
used in the UK. We ended the workshop with 
discussion of teaching approaches to animal 
welfare, and exploring different teaching 
resources that were available. 

Some of these resources are freely available 
and can be found online at JMICAWE by 
following this link:
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Bhannergatta Bear Rehabilitation Centre

During their visit to Bangalore, JMICAWE 
director, Cathy Dwyer and Kirstin McIlvaney 
(MSc Programme Coordinator for Applied 
Animal Behaviour and Welfare, University of 
Edinburgh) were guests of Wildlife SOS and 
visited the Bhannergatta Bear Rehabilitation 
Centre.

The Centre is one of two facilities that Wildlife 
SOS have developed to provide homes for ex-
dancing bears now that this practice has been 
banned in India. Working with the communities 
that used to make their living from dancing 
bears, Wildlife SOS has been able to provide 
sustainable improvements and other job 
opportunities for the villagers. 

The Centre now houses 75 Asian sloth bears, 
mostly those rehabilitated from villages but 
also a number of wild bears which have been 
brought in with injuries after conflicts with 
humans. Dancing bears were often taken from 
the wild when very young, and before they 
had learned to be bears from their mothers, 
so these animals can have many complex 
behavioural and health issues. 

The Centre provides a very comprehensive 
health care programme for the bears, and 
Cathy and Kirstin were particularly impressed 
with the work done to provide enrichment and 
training to provide positive animal welfare 
for these bears that had such a difficult start 
in life. The bears are trained with positive 
reinforcement (dates and honey in particular!) 
to cooperate with health assessments, and 
to approach the veterinarians to allow their 
teeth, paws and other bodily parts to be easily 
checked. 

Bears are also encouraged to explore, to 
climb and to range about their large forest 
enclosures so that they are able to express as 
much natural behaviour as possible. Overall 
it was a fantastic opportunity to see how lives 
can be improved for animals, even those that 
have had really difficult encounters with people, 
by an holistic approach to changing human 
behaviour and valuing the lives of animals.
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Farm Animal Welfare  
Resources

Animals are farmed in every 
country to meet requirements 
for food production. Concerns 
about the ways in which these 
animals might be kept are 
frequently expressed.

The free farm animal welfare 
resources focus on the 
welfare of commonly farmed 
species: sheep, pigs, dairy 
cows, beef cows, chickens 
(broilers and layers), as well  
as covering methods of 
welfare assessment.

There are a range of videos 
and resources which have 
been developed by experts in 
the field of animal welfare and 
behaviour at SRUC and the 
University of Edinburgh.

You can access the resource:

Farm Animal Welfare
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Veterinary Nursing 
Skills Online 
Resource

Veterinary Nursing Skills is a 
free online resource. It covers 
the principles and practice of 
veterinary nursing of dogs and 
cats in the veterinary clinic. 
The resources will enable you 
to recognise the interaction 
between nursing care, health 
and behaviour, and the 
importance of this interaction 
in improving patient welfare 
and clinical outcomes. The 
resources will be useful for 
both qualified and student 
veterinary nurses, and as 
a teaching resource for the 
veterinary nurse lecturer.

The resource is divided into 
a number of units, including: 
Anatomy and physiology, 
wound management and 
bandaging, animal handling 
and behaviour, and much 
more.

To register for the resource:

Veterinary Nursing Skills 
Online Resource
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Veterinary Nurse  
Jess Davies

We recently said farewell to 
Jess Davies, who moved onto 
another adventure in her animal 
welfare and veterinary nursing 
career. Jess was a part of our 
team for two and a half years. 
Whilst with us she has been 
involved in many of our animal 
welfare education workshops, 
including work in China, India, 
Sri Lanka and Vietnam.

She has been vital in effectively 
educating others in animal 
welfare practices and was a 
key member in developing our 
latest educational resource 
for veterinary nursing. We 
look forward to maintaining 
contact with Jess and our 
whole team thanks Jess for 
her enthusiasm, knowledge 
and dedication she gave to our 
JMICAWE team. 

We would like to welcome 
Roxanne Woodrow and Emily 
Gorman as the new veterinary 
nurses for our team and are 
excited for the skills and talent 
that they both bring to our 
future animal welfare education 
endeavours.
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Coronavirus and JMICAWE

In these difficult and challenging times we 
at JMICAWE just wanted to update you 
on our response and activities. The team 
is currently working remotely and until the 
situation changes, we will not be in the 
JMICAWE offices. 

Our teaching is focused on ensuring 
that our students can access all of their 
undergraduate teaching online, and 
dissertation students who were planning 
to travel for their projects are now being 
offered different areas of research and we 
are looking to support our students remotely 
as much as possible. As is happening 
across the country and the world, the most 
important thing is that we limit the spread of 
the virus and practise social distancing and 
isolation as much as we possibly can.

We are still working hard to promote animal 
welfare and to support teaching practices 
that help veterinary students and others 
learn more about animal welfare. We are 
collaborating with partner organisations 
- particularly through Heather Bacon’s 
role on the World Small Animal Veterinary 
Association’s animal welfare and wellness 
committee - to produce resources to 
support vets and owners around the world. 
For information see attached link  
wsava.org/news/highlighted-news/the-
new-coronavirus-and-companion-animals-
advice-for-wsava-members/

In addition, we are working on our provision 
of online resources that can be accessed 
remotely anywhere in the world, from your 
homes if need be. We are working on 
promoting better welfare for farm animals, 
companion animals, street dogs and 
wildlife, and will be adding to our resources 
in this area through the summer.

Remember also, if you are at home and 
wondering how to fill your day, there is a 
lot of excellent learning material online, 
including our own MOOCs (on animal 
welfare, dog and cat behaviour and poultry 
behaviour and welfare) so why not consider 
signing up for some free online learning? 

There is more information about our  
courses and MOOCs here:  
www.ed.ac.uk/vet/jeanne-marchig-centre/cpd. 

We would also like to remind everyone 
that dogs and cats and other companion 
animals are not transmitters of the virus; 
and there is no need to relinquish pets to 
shelters, which will be quickly overwhelmed 
and unable to care for these animals, 
especially if rehoming rates dry up.

Take care.

Jeanne Marchig International Centre for Animal Welfare Education
Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies, University of Edinburgh, Easter Bush Campus, EH25 9RG

JM.Welfare@ed.ac.ukemail:
blog: jmicaweactivities.blogspot.co.ukweb: www.ed.ac.uk/vet/jmicawe

@JMICAWEtwitter:
facebook: www.facebook.com/jmicawe

Covid Update

http://www.wsava.org/news/highlighted-news/the-new-coronavirus-and-companion-animals-advice-for-wsava-members/
http://www.wsava.org/news/highlighted-news/the-new-coronavirus-and-companion-animals-advice-for-wsava-members/
http://www.wsava.org/news/highlighted-news/the-new-coronavirus-and-companion-animals-advice-for-wsava-members/
http://www.ed.ac.uk/vet/jeanne-marchig-centre/cpd
http://jmicaweactivities.blogspot.co.uk
http://www.ed.ac.uk/vet/jmicawe
http://twitter.com/JMICAWE?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
http://www.facebook.com/jmicawe
http://www.ed.ac.uk/vet/jeanne-marchig-centre/covid-animals

