
Dr. James Howie

 Beyond Academia: 
a life in art & science



1. Why (and what is)
ASCUS



http://www.poetryandscience.co.uk/art-science/



Different Perspectives
Olaf Breuning (2009)



Different Perspectives
Olaf Breuning (2009)









CONNECT ARTISTS, SCIENTISTS & PUBLIC ENGAGE NEW AND WIDER AUDIENCES

FOSTER UNCONVENTIONAL & CREATIVE THINKING FACILITATE EXCHANGE OF IDEAS



SUPPORT COLLABORATION ENCOURAGE DISCUSSION & DEBATE

PROVIDE ACCESS TO RESEARCH FOR NON-SCIENTISTS



ART-SCIENCE
RESIDENCIES

ART-SCIENCE
EXHIBITIONS

ART-SCIENCE
EVENTS

‘ARTISTS ARE
PRESENT’

ART & SCIENCE 
WORKSHOPS

SKILLS TRAINING
& COURSES

PUBLIC  LAB
OPEN SESSIONS

INDEPENDENT LAB 
PROJECTS



2. Who is this guy







http://www.poetryandscience.co.uk/art-science/



http://www.poetryandscience.co.uk/art-science/



3. The University years





















4. ASCUS is born





5. PhD Life + ASCUS





5. More than just 
scientists?





6. PhD + ASCUS
checkin 



Science







7. Final results 
(PhD.) 







8. After the PhD?
? ? ? ? ?  





(818) 
354-
5952 



9. ASCUS 
Art & Science





http://www.poetryandscience.co.uk/art-science/



10. The Power 
of Ideas  





11. Personal 
development  







12. Staff and 
Community  







13. Artist 
Residencies  



STRATHCLYDE - CHAMBERLIN LAB

UNIVERSITY OF DUNDEE 
- ATOPIC ART

UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH 
- CIIE



Video by Anne Milne

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oc32aKUZ1tg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c5o75MAwapo


14. ASCUS Lab  







“Science is too important, 

valuable and fascinating to 

be left to professional 

scientists alone. For the good 

of society, the public, and 

scientific progress itself, 

science needs a broader 

community,”
Imran Khan, Chief Executive of the 

BSA (December 2015):

Current: Head of Public 

Engagement at the Wellcome Trust











“I’m not sure there’s any way to 
describe spending a rainy afternoon 
primarily looking at mouse brains 
that comes close to conveying how 
fascinating it actually was! Thanks 
to ASCUS for arranging it.”
- Rachael, member of public



“So that is how scientists know 

                              how they look”



15. Partners  



Images courtesy of eXXpedition





I’m not 
ready for 
this job 

yet…??!



Dr. Carla Brown

Antibiotic Apocalypse by Game Dr

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nYU1Tp8C-v4&t=55


16. ASCUS Lab
Community 



Waad
AlBawardi

_primordialsoup





Artists
Waad AlBawardi; Lise Autogena & Joshua Portway; 
Ralf Baecker; Anna Barham; Karen David; The 
Crystal World (Jonathan Kemp, Martin Howse, Ryan 
Jordan); Liliane Lijn; Ann Lislegaard; Penny 
McCarthy; The Otolith Group; Mungo Ponton; Eva 
Rothschild; Ruskin Collection; Shimabuku; Kiki Smith; 
Suzanne Treister; Jennifer West.
Curated by Laura Sillars with Angelica Sule.



Aurélie Fontan



aureliefontan.design









1) Aurélie Fontan, 
Edinburgh College of 
Art. Winner of the 
Dame Vivienne 
Westwood 
Sustainable & 
Ethical Award, M&S 
Womenswear Award 
and the Catwalk 
Textiles Award

Image:https://www.scottishwomanmagazine.com
/2018/09/11/science-meets-fashion/15-aurelie-fo
ntan-399/
Text:https://www.elle.com/uk/fashion/a21264649
/graduate-fashion-week-designers-to-keep-an-ey
e-on/

“Graduate Fashion Week: 5 Designers To Keep An 
Eye On”



Dr Máté Ravasz



Iona Walker
Beyond 

Resistance



17. University 
Collaborations







19. Artists in 
ASCUS Lab



Louise MacKenzie

Beverley Hood



20. Public Engagement 
Workshops



Drawing the Mind
Ana Rondelli
Jemma Pilcher
Anna Mikelsone



20. CVS



Rebecca, Teo, Manolis









21. So what’s next…
for ASCUS…
and this guy?



X





 DR JAMES HOWIE
 - MANAGING DIRECTOR

 MIRIAM WALSH
 - MANAGER

DR JIRI JIROUT
 - LAB TECHNICIAN



?????? ?????
 - PROJECTS ADMINISTRATOR

 MIRIAM WALSH
 - MANAGER

DR JIRI JIROUT
 - LAB TECHNICIAN

http://hdqwalls.com/rick-sanchez-artwork-wallpaper
Published on April 16, 2018 | Original Resolution: 3840x2160 | Author : 
andresilver

http://hdqwalls.com/wallpapers/rick-sanchez-artwork-d6.jpg
https://www.artstation.com/andresilver
https://www.artstation.com/andresilver


22. Final 
Thoughts?



20 September - TONIGHT!

19:00 - 23:00
Ticket prices:

£5 InterSci members*
£7 non-InterSci members

£8 on the door

All of the money raised on the night 
will go towards a second Art & 

Science on a postcard event hosted 
by InterSci and ASCUS lab!




