Pet animals and
changing homes study

Part a & b: Online survey & discussions. Ethical application CLPS170s

Information for young people aged 16 to 25 years who have experience of
being in care *please screenshot or save this document*

Who are we & what is the study for?
Our names are Dr Janine Muldoon and Professor Jo Williams. We are researchers and run the 'Children,
Adolescents & Animals Research group' (caar) at the University of Edinburgh. We would like to understand if
pets are, or have been, important to you, and if your relationships with them have changed as you have moved
from one home to another. We hope that we can identify support that could be put in place to help
children/young people who want to keep their relationship with their pet, miss their pet, or would like to get a
pet of their own when they leave care. We will be working with charities that support children and young
people who have been in care or are care leavers, including the Scottish Throughcare and Aftercare Forum
(Staf), Fostering Compassion, the Scottish SPCA, and the Care Inspectorate.

What will it involve?

There are different ways to take part. You can answer questions in an online survey (link below) that can be
completed on any device (around 15 minutes), or have a short discussion with a researcher (around 30
minutes). You can do both if you like

We will need your formal consent at the beginning of the survey and

before the discussion (in an online consent form) to show us you understand the research. We will ask
questions about places you have lived, pet animals you have known, experiences and observations of pet
care/treatment, and how changes to housing and relationships with pets have affected you. Some questions
are multiple choice, some ask you to select options that are right for you, and some ask you to type in your
thoughts. The discussions will take place online in Microsoft Teams - you only need an internet connection
and email address to do this. We will not ask sensitive or personal questions, but remembering times in the
past may be upsetting. If you need support, we can point you in the right direction. You can also complete the
survey or take part in the discussion privately, or ask a trusted adult/friend to help or be with you.

How will data be stored and used?

The information you share will be stored securely in password-protected files on the University's secure server and
labelled only with a number. We will not ask for your name in the survey (designed and stored in Qualtrics). A
pseudonym (made up name) will be created for those who talk with the researcher and the email address required in
the online consent form to arrange the discussion will be deleted after sending a thank you message for taking part.
With your permission, the discussion will be recorded using Online Broadcaster Software and the audio file will be
deleted within one month after the discussion is typed up. This document will not include your real name, which will
be stored in a separate secure folder and removed following data analysis. Only the research team (Janine, Jo, and
the four students below) will be able to view the files as part of this project. However, fully anonymised datafiles
(which will be kept for 10 years) may be used in the future by other researchers, but only in partnership with us and
under strict controls. We will write a report for the funder with recommendations on support that would be useful for
children and young people. We will not describe experiences in a way that would identify you, and will post a
summary on our website and social media channels in August 2022. We plan to write two journal articles and present
a webinar on the findings. The students (Katie Slater, Alexandra Polastro, Trishya Bopanna, and Theresa Leonard)
will base their dissertations on some of the findings. These will only be seen by staff who mark them.

Will everything be private &can you change your mind?

At any point in our studies, people can change their mind about taking part. Even if you decide to start, you do
not have to answer any questions you do not want to and can stop at any point. No one will mind or follow up.
We will not be able to remove your data once you have started the survey, as it is completely anonymous and
we will not be able to identify you. However, in the discussions, the researcher will respect your decisions and
delete any data collected if you wish to withdraw from the study (up to 2 weeks after the discussion). Everything
discussed will be private and findings presented in a way that would not identify individuals. The only time we
would need to tell someone else is if the researcher feels you, or someone else, is unsafe (if you tell us, for
example, about any illegal behaviours or harm caused to you or others). In this case, we would need to share
this with a social worker, who will be able to provide support and advice. The study is funded by the Society for
Companion Animal Studies (SCAS), and has been reviewed by the University's School of Health in Social Science
Ethics Committee.

How can you take part or find out more?
Take part in the survey here: bit.ly/Petsandchangesurvey
If you have any questions at all, please get in touch:
Contact janine.muldoon@ed.ac.uk
Project webpage bit.ly/Petsandchange
Facebook @ChildAnimalResearch
Twitter @ChildAnimals
Principal Investigator: Prof Jo Williams jo.williams@ed.ac.uk
Independent contact: Dr Monja Knoll monja.knoll@ed.ac.uk
Complaints: Prof Matthias Schwannauer headofschool.health@ed.ac.uk
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