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Visa Application Guidance 

Graduate Route 

 
Disclaimer: This document was created and revised in January 2024 . It is important to note 

that the application format and how questions are phrased can be altered or changed by the 

UKVI at any time. This document should only be used as a guide for understanding the 

application process, and it addresses any questions, which are frequently asked by our 

students applying for the Graduate route visa. Please be aware that the order of questions 

on the application form can change or new questions may be added by the UKVI in the 

future. If you notice anything significantly different on the application form, which is not in 

this guide then please inform us. 

 

This guide is for the University of Edinburgh students who are completing their Graduate 

route visa application from inside the UK. You should apply once the University has notified 

UK Visas and Immigration (UKVI) of your eligibility for the Graduate route visa and we have 

sent you a reminder of what your last CAS number which you need for the application. 

A Guide to the Graduate Route | The University of Edinburgh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is very important to answer all the questions honestly and accurately according to your 

situation and personal circumstances. 

https://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/immigration/contact-us/enquiry-form
https://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/immigration/working-in-the-uk/after-studies/graduate-visa
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Are you ready to apply? 
 

 

You should only apply for the Graduate route visa if: 

• You have received email from the University confirming that your successful completion has been 

reported to UKVI. This email will also provide the CAS number you need to apply 

• You are inside the UK 

• You have a valid Student Visa at time of application 

• You have checked you meet other eligibility or validity requirements A Guide to the Graduate 

Route | The University of Edinburgh 

Please be aware that if you apply before successful completion has been reported to UKVI, your 

application could be refused. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/immigration/working-in-the-uk/after-studies/graduate-visa
https://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/immigration/working-in-the-uk/after-studies/graduate-visa
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STEP 1: Applying as a Graduate & screening questions 
 

To apply for a Graduate route visa you will need to visit: https://www.gov.uk/graduate-visa/apply  

Once you have read the information on this page, under ‘Apply for a Graduate visa’ section, you will 

see a link to start an application.  You will need to apply from inside the UK. 

 

You will need to answer the following questions to proceed with your application. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/graduate-visa/apply
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Where are you planning to live? 

Answer this question according to where you plan to live.  

For example, if you are planning to live in the UK, answer 

to this question will be ‘England, Scotland, Wales, or 

Northern Ireland’.  

 

 

Do you have a current EU, EEA, or Swiss passport? 

Answer this question as applicable. 

If your answer is “No” to this question then go to next 

question, “Do you have a UK biometric residence 

permit (BRP)?” – see page 8. 

 

 

Information for EU/EEA nationals*  
*This information is only applicable to EU, EEA or Swiss passport holders.  

If you are an EU/EEA national, and have a current EU, EEA or Swiss passport, you will be taken through 

a number of screens to identify if you can use the free UK Immigration: ID Check app to scan your 

passport with a biometric chip and upload a photo of yourself. If you are able to use the app then you’ll 

complete your entire application online. If you cannot use the app then you’ll need to go to attend an 

in-person appointment after you apply. Your visa will be granted as a ‘Digital Status’ and you’ll receive 

an email confirmation once the application is successful.  

Please see the screen shots below for your information.  
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If you can use the app then click 

‘Continue’ and then ‘Create an 

account’ on the next page to start your 

online application. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you cannot use ID check app, then you will 

need to go to a visa application centre after you 

apply.   

 

Please use the link below to find your nearest 

visa application centre:  

https://www.ukvcas.co.uk/locations 

 

 

 

 

Do you have a UK biometric residence permit 

(BRP)? 

You will need your BRP to confirm your identity 

using the immigration ID check app to proceed with 

your application.  If you do not have a BRP card or 

have lost your BRP card then please select “No”.  

You will then be redirected to a version of the 

application which you will be able to complete 

without needing your BRP card.  

 

 

https://www.ukvcas.co.uk/locations
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Is your name on your biometric residence permit the same as on your current passport?  

The answer to this question should be “Yes” as the 

name on your BRP card should match your passport. 

If the name on your BRP card does not match your 

passport, you will be redirected to a version of the 

application which you will be able to complete  

 

 

Check you can use the app 

Please read the information on the website to ensure that you have a compatible phone/handset to be 

able to use the app to proceed with your application. If you don’t have a compatible phone, you can ask 

a friend or family member and can use their device to complete the ID check using the app. The app 

does not store/save any personal information and simply a mean to complete the biometric ID check. 

 If you can use the app then please click ‘Continue’ to proceed with your application.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you do not have access to a compatible phone or cannot use the app then please click the links 

available and you will be directed to the standard old version of the application form. 

Please note that this guide only covers the application process when using the ID check app. If you are 

not able to use the app and are completing a standard version of the application, you should still be able 

to use this guide for assistance on the questions in the application as the visa application questions 

would more or less be the same. The order in which they appear and how they are phrased may differ 

slightly.  
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STEP 2: Creating a UK Visas and Immigration account 
Click ‘Create an account’ to continue with your application. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will be required to answer the following questions (as shown in the screenshots below) to 

create your account.  Please answer them accurately to proceed with your application. 

 

Who is completing this application form?  

Please select ‘Myself’ if completing the 

application for yourself. 

 

  

 

 

What is your country of nationality?  

Please type in and select your nationality from the 

drop-down menu list.  
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Enter your biometric residence permit details 

Please use your current valid BRP card and provide 

the required details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is your date of birth?  

Please provide your date of birth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is your name?  

Please provide your name as requested. 
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What is your email address?  

Please provide your personal and reliable email address. You should use an email address that you 

can access and check regularly. This email address will be used by UKVI for any communications 

related to your application.  

We recommend you use an internationally recognised email server such as Outlook, Hotmail, Yahoo, 

Gmail or similar, if possible, to avoid difficulties with firewalls for local servers. 

 

Please check your email and verify your email using 6-digit security code received in an email. 

 

What is your phone number? 

Please provide your mobile number in the required format. 

 

Please check your phone and verify your phone number using 6-digit security code received by text 

message. 

Do you want to add a helper to your account?  

If you would like someone else to have access to your 

application, you can do that by answering this 

question. Please note that you are not required to give 

someone access, if you do not wish to or to proceed 

with the application. You’ll need to provide their email 

address and mobile number. You will need verification 

security code from them to be able to continue with 

your application.  
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Check your answers before you create your account 

Please check all the details you have provided are 

correct before confirming. Click ‘Create Account’ to 

create your visa application account.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEP 3: Signing in to your UKVI application account 
 

Once the account is created, click ‘Sign in’ to sign in to your application account. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What identity document did you use in your application?  

Please select “Biometric residence card or permit” 

For EU / EEA nationals, this will be your ‘Passport’ so 

please select “Passport” and proceed accordingly.   
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What is your biometric residence card or permit number? 

Please provide your BRP card number.  

 

 

 

 

 

What is your date of birth? 

Please enter your date of birth. 

 

  

 

 

How do you want to receive a security code?  

Please select “Phone” or “Email”.  You will be sent a security code on the selected option, which you 

will need to enter to continue with your application. 

 

Your applications 

You will be shown the created application and the “Unique application number”.  This is the 

reference number for your application.   

Click “Continue application” to proceed with 

your application.  
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STEP 4: Confirming your identity using ‘UK Immigration: ID Check’ app 
 

Click “Confirm your identity” to complete the biometrics process using the “UK Immigration: ID 

Check” app. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using the UK Immigration: ID Check app 

Please see Useful Guide & video to using ID App and follow 

detailed instructions on app: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/usingthe-uk-immigration-id-

check-app   

 

• Download ID app 

• Use the same document with biometric chip symbol as 

you did to create your UKVI account 

• Connect app using QR code to your application 

• Take picture of photo page in passport ensuring you 

include entire page 

• Scan passport or BRP to find biometric chip using app on 

your phone 

• Scan face if aged 10 or over 

• Take photo of yourself 

• Once you have confirmed identity, you can complete the 

rest of the application on that device or any PC, laptop, 

table, smartphone.  

 

If you cannot use the app, you will need to confirm your identity 

and apply using standard version of the application.  You will also 

need to attend an appointment to have your fingerprints and 

photo taken after you apply.  You should still be able to use this 

guide for assistance on the questions in the application as the 

visa application questions would more or less be the same. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/usingthe-uk-immigration-id-check-app
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/usingthe-uk-immigration-id-check-app
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STEP 5: Complete the visa application form 
Your location 

You must answer “Yes”. Graduate visa 

applications cannot be made from outside the UK. 

 

 

 

You will also need to enter the first date you 

arrived in the UK for your current programme of 

study.  

 

Other Home Office applications 

Answer “No” unless you have another outstanding 

visa application with UKVI. 

 

 

 

Immigration adviser 

Answer “No” where you are completing your 

application form for yourself.  If an external 

OISC immigration adviser or lawyer / solicitor is 

applying on your behalf, then they will need to 

enter their details.   

 

 

 

 

Course – Have you successfully completed your 

course?  

Answer “Yes” if you have received the email from the 

University confirming that your successful completion 

has been reported to UKVI.  If you have not yet 

received this, you will not meet all visa requirements.  

If you require further advise, please contact us. 
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Doctorate Extension Scheme 

Answer “No” if you have not previously been 

granted permission under the Doctorate Extension 

Scheme.   

The Doctorate Extension Scheme is a type of visa 

which closed to new applicants in June 2021.  You 

cannot apply for the Graduate Route visa if you 

have ever been granted permission under the 

Doctorate Extension Scheme. 

 

Your name 

Enter your name, as shown in your current 

passport or travel document.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any other names 

If you are or have ever been known by any 

other names, please select “Yes” and 

provide the details as required in the 

following questions. 
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Can we use this email address to contact you? 

Confirm your email address.   

We recommend that you use your personal 

email that you will check regularly after your 

studies, rather than your @sms.ed.ac.uk 

email account.  

 

 

 

 

Provide your telephone number 

Please provide your contact number on 

which you can be contacted, preferably a UK 

contact number.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Provie your postal address 

Provide your current address details.   

Provide an address which you can receive 

correspondence.  If you are to receive a BRP 

card, this is the adderss it will be posted to.  

You cannot use the University or post office 

address for this. 
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About this property 

Select which option applies to your home: 

In most cases, you will be renting.  If so, you will be asked to provide details of your landlord or 

owner of the property you are living in. 

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Previous address history 

If you have not lived at the address provided for 2 years 

then you will be required to provide your history of your 

previous address(es) covering the last 2 years from the 

date of your application.   

Provide a history of your previous address(es) and 

complete this section as required. 
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Your sex and relationship status 

Answer the questions about your sex and 

relationship status.   

Your sex will need to be entered as shown on your 

passport or travel document.   

Provide details of your relationshp status.  

 

 

 

 

 

Your nationality, country and date of birth 

Provide details of your nationlity, country / place 

of birth, and date of birth.  

For this section, we would advise you to list the 

nationality you used as part of your latest Tier 4 / 

Student visa.  If you have more than one 

nationality, you will be able to add these later in 

the application.   

 

 

 

Your passport 

Please use your current passport to complete this 

section.  You must use a valid passport on the date of application, 

but there is no minimum period of validity required.   

If you hold more than one nationality, we would advise you to 

use the nationality you sued as part of your latest Tier 4 / Student 

visa.  
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Your identity card 

An identity card is an official document issued by 

your country of nationality that can be used to 

prove your identity. Social security cards and driving 

licences are not considered ID cards for this 

purpose. You do not need to enter your passport 

details here. 

If you have a National Identity Card linked to your 

nationality, select “Yes” and provide details.  

If you do not have a National Identity Card linked to 

your nationlity, select “No” and progress to the next 

section. 

 

 

 

 

Your other nationalities 

If you currently hold, or have previously held 

any other nationalities or citizenships (such as a 

‘dual nationality’) you should enter the details 

here.  

 

 

 

Immigration Status 

You must have a Student visa.  You cannot 

apply if your Student visa has expired or if you 

have switched to another immigration 

category.   

You must also have a Certificate of Acceptance 

for Studies (CAS) number.  

Enter the CAS number included in the email 

from the University confirming that your 

successful completion has been reported to 

UKVI.  If you have not yet received this, you 

need to stop and wait for this email before 

applying for the Graduate visa. 
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Eligible course 

Your answer to this question should be “Yes”.  

Check the ‘Qualification Requirement’ here: 

A Guide to the Graduate Route | The 

University of Edinburgh 

 

 

 

Track record of compliance 

Your answer to this question should be “Yes”.  

The University of Edinburgh meets this 

requirement. 

 

 

 

Your biometric residence permit (BRP) 

It is likely that your current Tier 4 / Student visa is in the form of a biometric residence permit, unless 

you are an EU / EEA national that applied using the ID Check app.   

If you have ever had a biometric residence permit for the UK, select “Yes” to this question.  If you 

are able to, you should then provide details of your biometric residence permit in the next section or 

provide the reason why you cannot provide this.  You will usually not need to provide your physical 

BRP card with your application, unless you have to attend a UKVCAS appointment or have not been 

able to use the ID Check app.  

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/immigration/working-in-the-uk/after-studies/graduate-visa
https://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/immigration/working-in-the-uk/after-studies/graduate-visa
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Your National Insurance Number 

If you have a national insurance number, provide 

the number.  

You can find your national insurance number 

listed on your payslip, if you are not sure what it 

is. 

If you do not have a national insurance number, 

select “I do not have a National Insurance 

number”.  

 

Driving licence 

Answer the question about whether you hold a UK 

driving licence. If you answer yes, you will be asked to 

provide your driving licence number. This is the long 

number on the front of the card.  

If you have a provisional licence, you can also include 

details here. 

 

 

World travel history 

Please select “Yes” if you have visited any 

countries other than UK, USA, Canada, 

Australia, New Zealand, Switzerland or the 

European Economic Area in the past 5 years.   

If not then select “No”. 

 

 

 

 

If you answer “Yes”, you will be asked for details.  Provide 

as much detail as possible, as accurately as possible.  

Include visits to your own country whilst you were resident 

anywhere else. 
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Immigration history 

Please answer this section accurately and provide 

details as required. If you have not been subject to any 

of the actions listed above then select “No”.  

If you have then select “Yes” and answer the following 

questions. Please note that it is important to declare 

any previous refusals. Failure to declare any previous 

refusals could potentially lead to refusal on deception, 

which would carry a 10 year entry clearance ban. If you 

need assistance with declaring a past refusal, please 

contact us for advice.  

 

 

 

Breach of UK immigration law 

Please answer this section accurately and 

provide details as required. If you have not 

been subject to any of the actions listed above 

then select “No”. Please contact us if you need 

to answer “Yes” to this question. 

 

 

 

 

Medical treatment in the UK 

The next set of questions are about any medical 

treatment you have previously received in the 

UK. The reason for this is to identify applicants 

who may have unpaid debt to the National 

Health Service (NHS), which can be grounds for 

visa refusal. Although you must answer each 

question fully, remember that if you paid the 

Immigration Health Surcharge for your previous 

visa application then you will not be liable for any 

NHS bills. Only treatment received from the 

National Health Service (NHS) is relevant – you 

do not need to declare any treatment at private 

clinics etc. 

Please answer this question, as applicable. If you have ever visited a doctor (GP), clinic or hospital, 

even for a minor check-up, this counts as having medical treatment. Therefore, you should select 

“Yes” to the first question.  However, you can answer “No” to the second question if you were not 

asked to pay for this medical treatment or if it was covered by your Immigration Health Surcharge.  
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Public funds 

What are ‘Public Funds’?  

Normally one of the restrictions of being 

on a ‘Student’ or ‘Tier 4 (General)’ 

immigration permission (visa) is that you 

are not entitled to public funds. Those on 

Student route visa are not allowed to 

receive any public funds. This includes 

benefits for people on low incomes, 

housing or child benefits. Please note that 

receiving scholarship from the University 

and being exempt from Council Tax are not counted as accessing ‘public funds’.  

You can find out more about Council Tax Exemption here: Council Tax Exemption 

Please select “No” if you never accessed any public funds in the UK. 

 

Convictions and other penalties  

Please read this question carefully and 

answer accurately. If you are unsure 

whether your issue is defined as a 

‘conviction’ or ‘penalty’ it is safer to declare 

it here, so that it is clear that you are not 

trying to hide anything from UKVI. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/public-funds--2/public-funds
https://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/order-documents/council-tax
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War crimes 

Please answer this section accurately. There is 

guidance available in the section to help with 

understanding of war crimes. 

 

 

 

 

Terrorist activities, organisations and views 

Please answer this section accurately. There is 

guidance available in the section to help with 

understanding of terrorist activities, 

organisations and views. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extremist organisations and views 

Please answer this section accurately. There is 

guidance available in the section to help with 

understanding of extremist organisations and 

views. 
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Person of good character 

Please answer this section correctly. If you select “Yes” 

for any of the questions, you will have to provide 

further details. 

 

 

 

 

 

Your employment history 

If you have worked in any of the types of 

organisations listed, you can provide further details 

about your role, including the name of your 

organisation and the dates of your employment. 

You can provide further information in a cover 

letter if needed and upload with your supporting 

documents.  
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Official financial sponsor 

If you or your family have paid for your studies, 

or you have received university sponsorship 

answer ‘No’.  

Answer ‘Yes’ only if you have been sponsored by 

a government or international scholarship 

agency in the past 12 months.  The immigration 

rules state that you need consent if you have 

received sponsorship from a government or 

international financial agency, which covers both 

fees and living costs in the 12 months prior to 

your application date.  In this situation you will 

also need to submit a letter from your sponsor, 

approving your Graduate visa application. 

If you have been partially funded or received 

funding from the University of Edinburgh, a letter of consent is not required and you should answer 

‘No’ to this question.  However, you may wish to explain your answer.  You can provide further 

information in a cover letter if needed and upload with your supporting documents.  

 

Check your answers  

After the set of questions above, you will be asked to check the information you have provided in 

your application before you continue to the next section.  Please check your answers. 

Additional applicant 

Once the questions for the main applicant have been 

completed and checked, you will be able to add 

additional applicants to your application.  If your 

dependants are applying with you, you will need to add 

them as an ‘Additional applicant’ and provide their 

details.   
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Documents 

You will be shown a list of documents that are 

mandatory and which you must provide as part of 

your application.  This section will also provide you 

with instructions on providing your documents.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At this point, you can still check / review and amend any answers on your 

application. 

 

Conditions 

Please read through the conditions listed and confirm 

you understand and accept them.  On the next page, 

please read through the declaration and select the 

appropriate option. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After you accept the conditions and sign the declaration, you will no longer 

be able to amend your answers. 
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STEP 6: Immigration Health Surcharge (IHS) and Application Payment 
The next steps will be to first pay the Immigration Health Surcharge (IHS), then pay the visa 

application fee. 

Please see screenshots below for 

reference.   

 

 

 

 

If you click the “Go to IHS website”, you 

will be redirected to the IHS payment 

page.   

You must pay the IHS before you can 

submit the application. 

Once you have paid the IHS, you will 

need to enter the reference number in 

your application.  

 

 

Application payment 

Once you have paid the IHS and have entered your reference number, you will be able to continue 

with your application.  You will then need to pay the visa application fee.  

 

FURTHER ACTIONS 
Once you have submitted your application, you must not travel outside the UK until your application 

is decided and the visa is granted. Your application will be treated as withdrawn if you travel outside 

the Common Travel Area (UK, Republic of Ireland, the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man) after you 

have made your immigration application.  

Keep your log in details safe. 

It is recommended to download and keep a copy of your visa application, document checklist and 

the documents you have uploaded with your application for future reference. 

CONTACT US 
If you have any questions or need further assistance, please feel free to contact us.  

https://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/immigration/contact-us/enquiry-form

