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Issue 58 January 2022

Message from the President Upcoming Club and Alumni Events

The huge upswing in cases due 
to Omicron has inevitably dashed 
our hopes of returning to in-per-
son meetings in early 2022.  We 
can still look forward, however, 
to a Burns night over Zoom on 
20 January so please join us 
for more fun and toasts to the 
Bard.  I look forward to seeing 
you there.  Our February meet-
ing on when to hire an architect 
and other options will also be on 
Zoom and we will monitor the sit-
uation as we move through 2022.

Despite the rising numbers we 
are still keeping open the option 
of having our Annual Dinner as an 
in-person event and, as of now, 
in January, David McClay is still 
booked to travel to Toronto.  We 
will monitor things over the com-
ing weeks and a final decision will 
be made in mid-to-late February. 

Apart the continuing constraints 
imposed on us by COVID  I hope 
that everyone managed to have 
a restful and fun Christmas and 
I would like to wish everyone a 
happy New Year.  I would like to 
thank everyone for continuing to 
support EDUCT and as we enter 
2022 request that you please 
send your membership fee to the 
treasurer (please see p. 29 for 
details).  Keep safe!

Graham Ferguson

The Newsletter of the Edinburgh University Club of Toronto [EDUCT]

OUR RESPONSE TO COVID:  Current plans are that, given the 
history of waves of new variants of Covid and the ever-changing 
government constraints on public gatherings, we will decide how 
to stage each event about six weeks prior to that event.  We have 
already decided that our Burns Night and the Architect’s talk will be 
on Zoom.  As we go to press we are still keeping our options open 
with respect to the Annual Dinner.  

The 2022 Burns Nightcap                             

When: Thursday, 20 January 2022, 6:30 pm to 10:00 pm (5 days  
 before Burns). 

Where: On Zoom 

Details: All are part of the entertainment. 

Cost: $5 for members and guests

Info: Graham Ferguson, graham@ppdeng.com   905-880-0153  
 or 416-605-7074 

Why Hire An Architect? 

When: Sunday, 27 February 2022, 2:00 pm. 

Where: On Zoom.

Details: Anna Voineskos, architect and EDUCT member, will be 
the lead speaker and make clear when and why it is 
wise to hire an architect for residential work.  Anna will 
be followed by five EDUCT members, each of whom will 
bring differing perspectives to the discussion:  Fiona 
Tompkinson, who hired an architect to build an ultra-
modern home; Alan Pearson, who hired a technologist to 
build a new home; Robin McLernon, who has moved into 
a renovated home; Dana O’Born, who has renovated part 
of her home, without an architect; and Graham Ferguson, 
an engineer, who has built and renovated his own homes, 
without calling upon an architect.

Cost: $5 for members and guests.

Info: Simon Miles, simon-miles@sympatico.ca   416-466-8793

MEMBERSHIP FEES:
Membership fees for 2022 were due in January.  

If you have not yet renewed, please see page 29 for details.
We now take INTERAC e-transfers.

mailto:graham@ppdeng.com
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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EDUCT Annual Dinner

When: Friday, 1 April 2022, 6:30 pm. 

Where: Tentatively, in-person, at The Great Hall, The Arts & Letters 
 Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto.

Details: David McClay, Philanthropy Manager, Library & University  
 Collections, University of Edinburgh, will be our after- 
 dinner speaker. David’s theme will be The University  
 Collections. 

Cost: TBA … likely about $95 for members and guests.

Info: Simon Miles, simon-miles@sympatico.ca   416-466-8793

Annual General Meeting 

When: Sunday, 29 May 2022, at 1:00 pm.

Where: TBA.   

Details: There is no charge for the AGM. 

Info: Graham Ferguson, graham@ppdeng.com   905-880-0153  
 or 416-605-7074 

Tell us your news

EDUCT News is always looking for interesting alumni 
stories and news.

We are happy to hear about what’s new with you! 
Whether you have just returned from an interesting 
trip or have a memory you wish to share with your 
fellow EDUCT Members, we would love to hear from 
you. If you have something you would like to share, 
please contact the EDUCT News Editor, Simon Miles 
at simon-miles@sympatico.ca.

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
mailto:graham@ppdeng.com
mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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Green party.  Despite opposition from Westminster, the SNP 
expects to have a further referendum on independence by 
the end of 2023

●● The economic viability of an independent Scotland.  Eleven 
countries within the EU have smaller economies than 
Scotland and yet they all manage to pay more generous state 
pensions

●● The border between England and an independent Scotland.  
Ireland is an independent country and yet there is freedom 
of movement among the British Isles.  Post-Scottish 
independence, it would be no different for England and 
Scotland.

Following Mr. Russell’s presentation, there was a question and 
answer session, moderated by Paul Bradley, who managed the whole 
smoothly-running Zoom session with the adroitness of a digital-age 
Master of the Revels. 

Here is a sample of only some of the questions raised, together with 
Michael Russell’s responses:

●● Question:  Will any application by Scotland to join the EU not 
be met with opposition from countries, such as Spain, which 
fear encouraging internal secession?  Answer:  Scotland 
would apply only after independence has been achieved.  In 
this way, it would be no different from any other independent 
European country’s application.

●● Question:  The media report that Boris Johnson will never 
give a green light to Scottish independence.  How will 
Scotland respond?  Answer:  The Scottish Government will 
table a referendum bill.  Mr. Johnson’s remedy may be to 
seek an injunction from the Supreme Court.  That would not 
sit well in the Court of Public Opinion.

●● Question:  I am Scottish but also British.  This breaks my 
heart. What do you see as a decisive vote?  Answer:  The 
Venice Convention says a simple majority is all that is 
required, but of course we want the involvement of both 
sides, and a commitment by whoever wins to follow through 
on promises made.

●● Question:  The SNP is represented in both the Westminster 
and Holyrood parliaments by the same representative.  Is this 
unique to Scotland?                   Answer:  The SNP does not 
currently have any dual mandates.  I believe the only MSP 
with a dual mandate is Douglas Ross, a conservative.

●● Question:  Troon railway station was largely destroyed by 
fire in July.  What is the Scottish government going to do 
about it? [Clearly this questioner had frivolous intent with 
this most obscure and parochial enquiry, knowing as he did 
that Troon, a small seaside town on the firth of Clyde, is 
where the guest speaker spent most of his childhood.  Mr. 
Russell was not blind-sided: he was all over it].  Answer:  The 
Historic Building Trust has offered £500,000 to assist in the 
restoration of this listed Victorian building.  Others will also 
contribute.  I have been in touch with the responsible Minister 
throughout the process, and in fact, I will tell him tomorrow 

Michael Russell Talks 
to EDUCT on Scottish 
Independence

by Jim Hunter

Michael Russell, President of the 
Scottish National Party, was the 
guest speaker at a virtual Zoom 
meeting of EDUCT, held on 3 
October, 2021.

Mr. Russell spoke on-line from 
his home in a remote but 
beautiful part of Argyll which 
he represented as a member of 
the Scottish parliament for ten 
years.

He is a most engaging speaker 
and addressed the following 
challenges currently facing 
Scotland:

●● Independence as a 
solution for Scotland 
to the mess caused by 
Brexit

●● Preparing for the next 
pandemic

●● Supply chain problems 
leading to food and 
energy shortages 
throughout the UK

●● Prospects for Scottish 
admittance into the 
European Union

●● Composition of the 
current Scottish 
government.  In the 
recent election, the SNP 
fell one seat short of 
a majority.  The party 
has entered into an 
agreement with the 
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about the transatlantic 
interest in the restoration 
of Troon railway station.

●● Question:  What is 
the economic case for 
independence?  One 
economist has said it is 
more about emotion than 
economics.  Answer:  I 
direct you to the Scottish 
Government website 
where the costings are 
set out.  Economists 
will never agree, but 
some see independence 
and joining Europe as 
providing a net economic 
benefit for Scotland.

●● Question:  Will an 
independent Scotland 
keep the monarchy?  
Answer:  That is up to the 
Scottish people to decide.  
However, under our 
current plan, the Queen 
will remain as head of 
state of an independent 
Scotland.

So, this was a talk of particular 
interest to our group, which, 
while multi-national, remains 
bound to Scotland through our 
time at the University.

Professor Frank Cogliano Talks to EDUCT on The History Wars

by Simon Miles

In his fascinating talk of 7 November 2021 Professor Frank Cogliano 
provided EDUCT members with much food for thought on the history 
wars now raging in many parts of the world.  He chose his own 
country, the United States of America, as the case study for his 
portrayal of what is going on in that and other countries.  As Frank 
observed, it is often easier, when 
dealing with a sensitive subject 
like this one, to look elsewhere 
and then apply lessons learned to 
one’s own situation.  This worked 
very well.  In the discussion that 
followed, there were plentiful 
references to such situations, 
especially in Canada and the UK.

Frank is just the person to 
undertake this examination of 
what underlies what is popularly 
known as the cancel culture 
movement.  He is an American 
who joined the University of 
Edinburgh faculty in 1997.  He 
is now Professor of American 
History at our University.  He also 
serves as the International Dean 
for North America, and is visiting the US and Canada frequently.  He 
has his finger on the pulse of the Americans, while being able to 
maintain the perspective that benefits from distance.  As a public 
intellectual, he has become a valued commentator on American 
history.

Frank’s research is mainly concerned with the political, cultural and 
diplomatic history of revolutionary and early national America.  He 
is the author or editor of nine books and has published scholarly 
articles and book chapters in Britain and the United States.  Frank 
first spoke to EDUCT in 2014, when he was in North America to 
launch his then-latest book “Emperor of Liberty: Thomas Jefferson’s 
Foreign Policy,” at Monticello, in Virginia, the legendary home of 
this American statesman.  It was a splendid talk.  Currently, he is 
completing a book on the relationship between Thomas Jefferson 
and George Washington.

Frank’s talk was entitled “What did you do in the History Wars? (or 
1619, 1776, and all that)”.  We shall come to the symbolism of 1619 
and 1776 shortly.

Stepping back from the recent battles in the history wars, such 
as the destruction of the statue of Egerton Ryerson in Toronto, 
Frank positioned these issues, and thus the focus of his talk, at the 
intersection of culture and politics on the one hand and history and 
historic memory on the other hand.

Frank expressed his concern about some of the recent debates which 
appear to be distorting the past.  Following on from these debates 
we have seen decisions by political and cultural arbiters to adjust 
our historic memory.  While the removal of statues of some of the 
prominent figures from our past can be defended, the removal of 

Professor Frank Cogliano, in 
Charlottesville

The Story Behind EDUCT 
“EDUCT” is intended to 
form the acronym for the 
Edinburgh University Club 
of Toronto. “Educt” is a 
word which means, in the 
language of chemists: 
“A body separated by 
decomposition from another.” 
In addition, there is “e-duct”, 
an electronic channel, which 
seems appropriate for all 
of our members receiving 
EDUCT News via e-mail.
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others cannot.  Frank saw the 
need for a much more nuanced 
debate.

Frank underscored his call for 
nuance by citing the recent 
example of the decision, on 
18 October 2021, by the New 
York City Council, to remove 
the statue of Jefferson from the 
council chambers on the grounds 
that Jefferson was a slave owner.  
The Council thought the statue 
was inappropriate for today’s 
New York.  As Frank noted, the 
Council seemingly had chosen to 
ignore that the installation of the 
statue in the council chambers 
in 1833 had been funded by a 
Mr. Levy, a Jew who admired 
Jefferson as an advocate of 
religious liberty and separation 
of church and state in his home 
state of Virginia.

Thus, to bring more nuance to 
the debates on statues, Frank 
suggested that we need to think 
about: firstly, when the statues 
were erected; secondly, why 
they were erected; and, thirdly, 
whether they were appropriate 
statues at the time they were 
erected.  Today, judging by 
the decision of New York City 
Council, and illustrated amply 
elsewhere, society seems to be 
more concerned with achieving 
racial equality than religious 
equality.  Without saying as 
much, Frank made it clear 
that it is a mistake to deny the 
recognition due to those who 
have done so much to further 
the realization of values that 
society still holds dear. 

Frank brought further clarity to 
his call for nuance by turning 
to the case of the removal of 
the statue of Robert E. Lee 
from the centre boulevard of 
Monument Avenue in Richmond, 
Virginia.  This statue had been 
the grandest in what had been 
a sizable collection of statues 
honouring Confederate soldiers.  
It was erected in 1890 and stood 
some 60 ft. tall.  1890 was the 
height of the Jim Crow period.  

In 1896 the Supreme Court gave its support to segregation.  As 
such, the statue can be seen as an expression of white supremacy.  
Indeed, in the next thirty years, many other statues were erected 
as manifestations of the same cause.  Frank observed that he had 
witnessed a ceremony involving the laying of a wreath and the 
display of Confederate flags at the statue of Lee.  However, following 
the death of George Floyd in May 2020, the statue became a focus 
for the Black Lives Matter (BLM) cause and civil rights protests.  A 
year of legal wrangling led to the decision to remove the statue on 8 
September 2021.  

The removal of this statue of Lee, the last statue of Confederate 
military heroes on Monument Avenue to be removed, unsurprisingly 
attracted considerable comment from both sides of the debate.  
Then Governor of Virginia, Ralph Northam, observed that public 
monuments reflect the story we choose to tell about who we are 
as a people, and that it is time to display history as history and 
use public memorials to honour the full and inclusive truth of who 
we are.  Frank questions this.  He is concerned that there is an 
assumption on both sides that history is fixed.  As an historian Frank 
recognizes that history is subject to debate.  He provided us with 
more illustrations of recent demonstrations being held by both white 
supremacists and supporters of the BLM at statues of Jefferson and 
Lee.  Frank concludes, after applying his three above-mentioned 
considerations that we must take into account when thinking about 
these actions, that it was correct to remove the statue of Lee.  In 
short, the statue was not appropriate at the time it was erected.

Follow us!

Did you know that EDUCT is on Facebook and Twitter? Stay up 
to date with EDUCT events and news at: 

www.facebook.com/EDUCToronto 

@EDUCT1

The statue of Thomas Jefferson in the New York City council 
chambers 

http://www.facebook.com/EDUCToronto
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greatness of the American founding”.  While it was Trump’s rebuttal 
to the 1619 Project, Frank noted that there were no historians of 
the American Revolution on the Commission.  Politically, Trump was 
trying to set the scene for the upcoming celebrations, in 2026, of the 
250th anniversary of the 1776 revolution.

A particular version of the 1776 revolution has become important to 
the far right.  Frank pointed to riots in Charlottesville in 2017 and 
the attack on the US Capitol on 6 January 2021.  He interpreted 
for us some of the symbols incorporated in the flags on display on 
January 6.  In sum, it was another expression of the attempt by the 
far right to appropriate the 1776 revolution.

Thus, with the 1619 Project and the 1776 Commission Report, 
America has competing versions of its history.  They intersect with 
and reflect, in part, what is going on in the field of scholarship, but 
really they are about contemporary political issues.  Not surprisingly, 
therefore, the taking down and erection of statues tells us more 
about those times than about the historic events or people being 
commemorated.  

And in defence of the historians Frank observed that while they 
are engaged in the act of history making their efforts necessarily 
intersect with the debates but should not be confused with the 
debates.  Occasionally there is tension between the two.  But, on 
a positive note, he sees this as another reason to recognize the 
relevance of history.  This was a nice note on which to end his talk.

We then entered a lengthy discussion of a host of questions raised 
by EDUCT members.  I shall not attempt to do justice to the 
discussion of each issue raised.  Suffice to say that, in some of the 

Stepping back from the specific 
debates around specific statues 
and what they represent, 
Frank then introduced us to 
1619 and 1776 and two larger 
debates about America’s past.  
Both larger debates provide 
more context within which to 
view the recent decisions with 
respect to the fate of those 
statues.  Indeed, the two dates 
are currently being used as 
shorthand for the discussion of 
America’s past.  

The 1619 Project was launched 
by the New York Times in 
November 2019.  It was the 
creation of an NYT black 
journalist, Nikole Hannah-Jones.  
1619 is believed to be when 
Africans were first brought to 
North America to be sold as 
slaves (albeit that Africans may 
have been in North America prior 
to that date).  Nikole Hannah-
Jones’ argument was that 
Americans should look at their 
past through a different lens: 
that of the black experience.  
And 2019 should be the time to 
rewrite the meaning of America’s 
past.  Hannah-Jones received 
a Pulitzer Prize for her work.  
Not surprisingly, the project 
was controversial and became 
another front on which to fight 
the culture wars.  Frank sees it 
as a turning point in American 
history and how to view slavery.  
He was expecting a backlash 
in the form of a 1620 project, 
to celebrate the arrival of the 
Pilgrims in North America but, 
maybe due to the arrival of 
Covid, nothing took off on that 
front.

What America was presented 
with instead was The 1776 
Report of The President’s 
Advisory 1776 Commission.  
The release of this report by 
President Trump, on 18 January 
2021, a few days prior to his 
leaving office, was one of the 
very last initiatives of the former 
President.  The purpose of the 
Commission was, in the words of 
the accompanying press release, 
“to restore understanding of the 

The statue of General Robert E. Lee on Monument Avenue, 
Richmond, Virginia
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presentation by Jo 
Spiller on the topic of 
the Edinburgh Seven, 
who made history in 
1869 by being the 
first female students 
to matriculate at a 
UK university.  Ms. 
Spiller vividly described 
the plight of these 
heroic women, the 
larger societal and 
historical context 
in which the events 
took place and recent 
University initiatives 
that culminated in the 
women’s recognition.  
Many of the EDUCT 
attendees were deeply 
moved by her story.

Until recently, were you 
to look up Edinburgh 
Seven on Wikipedia, the 
only entries you’d find 
would be of Edinburgh 
hills or the rugby 
sevens tournament, 
said Ms. Spiller.  The 
2019 Edinburgh Medical 
School project, in which Ms. Spiller played a critical role, corrected 
two historic wrongs: it posthumously awarded these pioneering 
women their honorary medical degrees and it documented and 
preserved an important piece of the University’s (and Edinburgh’s) 
history.  (Ms. Spiller’s presentation also included references to, and 
images of, locations in Edinburgh where the events unfolded.)

Of the seven women, Sophia Jex-Blake was the first to apply to 
study medicine in March 1869.  More women joined her later that 
year.  They were: Isabel Thorne; Edith Pechey; Matilda Chaplin; 
Helen Evans; Mary Anderson; and, Emily Bovell.

These women – among them a young widow and a mother with 
four young children whose husband was away in India – completed 
all coursework while facing discrimination, injustice, open hostility 
and bullying.  They excelled against their male counterparts, 
but they were prevented from graduating.  Some of the things 
they encountered ranged from obscenities, threats and physical 
intimidation to being forced to pay course fees up to 10 times higher 
than those of their male classmates. 

This was the time of medical reform in the UK when the medical 
profession was beginning to be regulated (with several occupations 
open to women left unrecognized).  Many professors and students 
were hostile towards women studying medicine, questioning their 
abilities and gentle female nature, their reasons to become doctors, 
and whether the market would welcome female practitioners.  And 
most likely the males were afraid of competition.  Consider, for 
example, that at matriculation, of the 152 candidates who sat the 
entrance exam, five were women, and four of them came in the top 

points raised by Frank in his 
response to questions, he further 
underscored his arguments 
made in his talk.  For example, 
Frank’s view on the celebration 
of David Hume is that we must 
remember that Hume was not 
a racial theorist and that is not 
why we celebrate him.  Yes, the 
statue of Robert E. Lee should 
go, because he was involved in a 
war that was about maintaining 
slavery.  But the consideration 
of Hume needs some nuance.  If 
Hume were to be regarded as 
the equivalent of Lee then the 
condemnation of Lee loses its 
force. 

EDUCT thanks Frank for his 
fascinating and enlightening talk.  
We look forward to his visiting 
us again in Toronto, in person, to 
tell us more about whatever new 
book he may have just produced.

The Edinburgh Seven: Their 
Campaign for a Fair Field and 
No Favour

by Natalia Modjeska

On 5 December 2021, EDUCT 
members were treated to 
an uplifting and engaging 

Jo Spiller

Sophia Jex-Blake, leader of the Edinburgh 
Seven. Source: Wikipedia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sophia_Jex-Blake
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Medicine for Women.  Other members of the Seven practised and/or 
founded medical schools in Leeds and in India (Pechey), in London 
(Bovell, Marshall and Chaplin), and in Tokyo.

Finally, in 1894, Edinburgh allowed women to graduate, and two 
years later the first female doctors graduated from our University.  

The University commemorated the Edinburgh Seven with a plaque 
in 2015 and posthumous honorary degrees of M.B., Ch.B. (Bachelor 
of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery) in 2019.  These were accepted by 
seven female students on their behalf. There were other commemo-
rative events and initiatives including a proposal to erect statues and 
the upcoming (2022) play “Seven Against Edinburgh”, at the Lyceum 
Theatre. 

In a lively discussion after the talk several EDUCT members conclud-
ed that what is most needed is a book that further documents, pulls 
together in one place, and preserves what we know about these he-
roic women on whose shoulders later generations of female medical 
graduates have stood.  Regrettably, this need is underscored by the 
propensity of these famous women to destroy their archives and cor-
respondence.  EDUCT sees such a book as being a timely and valu-
able addition to the growing library of books on the University, espe-
cially given the growing support for gender diversity and equality.

EDUCT thanks Ms. Spiller for her lively, informative and inspiring 
talk.

seven.

This was also the time after the 
Crimean War (October 1853 to 
February 1856), during which 
Florence Nightingale showed that 
women can handle the blood, 
gore and brutality of war and of 
battlefield hospitals.

The hostilities against the 
Edinburgh Seven culminated 
in the Surgeon’s Hall riot on 
18 November 1870, when the 
women were prevented access 
to the Hall to sit an anatomy 
exam.  The women were treated 
so abominably by the mob 
that many onlookers and male 
students were horrified and 
formed a guard to escort them 
and keep them safe.

However, public opinion was 
shifting.  The riot generated a 
significant debate, a defamation 
case and a national campaign 
to secure medical education for 
women.  Many women were 
joining the Edinburgh Seven 
to take university courses; 
some professors were happy 
to teach them; and a support 
committee was set up.  The 
committee generated much-
needed publicity, support and 
enough money to pay for Sophia 
Jex-Blake’s significant legal fees.  
(She won the defamation case 
but was ordered to pay legal 
costs.)

And yet, this turning of the tide 
was too slow for the Edinburgh 
Seven.  The University refused to 
grant the women degrees, and 
the 1873 Court of Session upheld 
the University’s decision.  
Instead, the women had to look 
elsewhere. Five of the original 
Seven – Bovell, Chaplin, Jex-
Blake, Marshall and Pechey – 
were granted medical degrees in 
Europe. 

All of them continued the fight.  
Jex-Blake returned to Edinburgh 
in 1878 and set up a medical 
practice and a clinic for poor 
patients.  Later, she helped to 
found the Edinburgh School of 

Matriculation Signatures: Sophia Jex-Blake, Mary Pechey, 
Helen Evans, Matilda Chaplin.  Source: Wikipedia   

Historic Scotland’s plaque commemorating the Edinburgh 
Seven and the Surgeons’ Hall riot.  Source: Wikipedia
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EDUCT Decennial Endowment 
Fund: Continuing Progress   

by Simon Miles

The Fund has continued to do 
well in the reporting period.  As 
of the end of November 2021, 
the total investment in the Fund 
stood at £244,171, which is up 
from £237,774 reported at the 
end of July 2021.

As ever, we remind all who are 
interested that the Fund remains 
open for further contributions. 
For details on how to donate, and 
to receive the appropriate form 
for donors from your country, 
please contact me at simon-
miles@sympatico.ca

EDUCT Geography Centenary 
Fund: Good News and Sad 
News Again 

by Simon Miles

As with the EDUCT Decennial 
Fund, we are pleased to report 
that the EDUCT Geography 
Centenary Fund has continued to 
do well since we last reported.  
As of the end of November 2021, 
the total investment in the Fund 
stood at £124,276, which is up 
from the comparable figure of 
£121,019 for July 2021.

The other good news is that 
we are now able to bring you a 
report on the work of Elizabeth 
Telford, the second recipient 
of support from the EGCF this 
academic year.  That article 
follows below.

Being January, and as is our 
tradition, we thank our donors 
in the previous year.  This year 
we extend our thanks to the 
following for their generosity.

●● A third generous 
donation from Fionna 
Tompkinson of Toronto.

●● A fifth generous donation from: Len Evenden of West 
Vancouver, B.C.; Fraser Taylor of Ottawa, Ontario; and, 
Margaret Wyeth of Victoria, B.C.

●● A sixth generous donation from William J. Carlyle and 
Isobel P. Carlyle of Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

●● A seventh generous donation from Ann Wilkie of Halifax, 
Nova Scotia. 

●● An eighth generous donation from Linda Mason, of Picton, 
Ontario.

●● A twelfth generous donation from Simon Miles, of Toronto.

●● And a thirteenth generous donation from David Kemp, of 
Thunder Bay, Ontario.

The impact of their donations will show up in our next report. Our 
thanks are extended to all.

The sad news is that Janette Hannah (née Johnston) died in 
November 2021.  Janette graduated from Edinburgh with an Honours 
M.A. in Geography in 1962.  She then attended Moray House School 
of Education to qualify as a teacher.  Upon graduation from Moray 
House Janette decided to explore the United States.  She was 
accepted for a teaching post in Hanover, New Hampshire.  In no 
time she had met John Hannah and the script changed to settling 
down and having a family.  She remained in New Hampshire for the 
rest of her life.  She was an early and generous supporter of the 
EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund.  She will be much missed.   Our 
condolences are extended to her family in the USA and Scotland.

All interested are reminded that the Fund remains open for further 
contributions.  Any assistance you can give to help us get to the next 
very important milestone of £130,000 would be much appreciated 
by all in Edinburgh.  For details on how to donate, and to receive the 
appropriate form for donors from your country, please contact me at 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca 

Doctoral Research Supported by the EDUCT Geography 
Centenary Fund 

by Simon Miles

This year, the ninth year for awards from the EDUCT Geography 
Centenary Fund, the award was made to two post-graduate 
students: Josep Almudéver Chanzà and Elizabeth Telford.  Support 
for Josep and Elizabeth brings to seventeen the total number of 
students who have enjoyed support from the EGCF.  We reported 
on Josep’s work in our newsletter in September 2021.  Here we are 
pleased to tell you about Elizabeth and her studies.  

Elizabeth M. Telford

Elizabeth Telford prefers to be called Lizzie.  Lizzie is a delightfully 
cheerful and positive live wire.  She arrived in Edinburgh to start 
her doctoral studies in 2019, with remarkably diverse experience in 
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research post at the University of Aberdeen, which would involve her 
spending considerable time in Borneo.  Much to her surprise, on New 
Year’s Eve in 2014, she was on her way back to the UK.  

Over the next two years, Lizzie spent about 18 months in Borneo.  
She was working for a project called Biodiversity and land-use 
impacts on tropical ecosystems (BALI).  It was run by a consortium 
of universities, Aberdeen being one of them.  As its name implied, 
the project was assessing the impact of modifications to forest cover.  
Lizzie spent time measuring trees, and analyzing and understanding 
the nutrients of the subject trees, all under the guidance of post-
docs who would visit from Aberdeen.  She loved the collegiality of 
the work and the setting.  Maybe she was hooked on Borneo for, 
when that project came to an end in late 2016, Lizzie accepted 
another contract within the Stablity of Altered Forest Ecosystems 
(SAFE) project, this one being administered by Imperial College 
London.  This time she was in Borneo full-time.  However, while 
Lizzie had been focusing on analytical chemistry in her previous 
assignment, this time around her supervising post-doc had her 
working on animal behaviour and especially animal feeding habits.  
The challenge was to ascertain which animals, if any, would replace 
the now-extinct rhinoceros in the spreading of the belian seed.  As 
it happened, the porcupine was also attracted to the same fruit and 
performed the dispersal function well.  But determining this involved 
Lizzie in following many miles of string in the forest.

conducting research in various 
parts of the world in ecology 
and plant chemistry.  So, before 
getting into her research, let us 
delve into her upbringing and life 
prior to Edinburgh. 

Lizzie was born in Newcastle 
and grew up in Morpeth, a 
resort town on the east coast 
of northern England.  She 
insists that there was absolutely 
nothing remarkable about her 
schooldays, except for her 
school reports, which noted 
that “she has no aptitude for 
biology”.  Remember that!  She 
compensated for this by being a 
ballerina, starting at the age of 
three and teaching youngsters 
by the time she was fourteen.

Remarkably, Lizzie decided that 
her first degree would be in 
biology.  Perhaps her biology 
teacher knew exactly what was 
needed to inspire Lizzie!  The 
University of Aberdeen, which 
has a very good Department of 
Plant and Soil Science, accepted 
her for a B.Sc. in Conservation 
Biology.  She loved the courses, 
hiked the Cairngorms and taught 
ballet on the side.  

Graduating in 2014 Lizzie 
decided she wanted to see the 
world.  She settled on Australia 
as a first stop.  She landed a 
job as a research assistant in 
the Department of Biological 
Sciences at the University of 
Western Australia, in Perth.  The 
job itself was in the outback.  
The University was conducting 
experiments on how best to 
restore vegetative cover to 
what had once been farmland.  
Various species of trees were 
being planted and monitored.  
It was beautiful countryside, 
the locals were charming, and 
the trees grew.  That lasted 
six months.  The next stop 
was Adelaide, where she was 
beguiled by a palm reader into 
believing that she was destined 
to return home.  Deciding to 
take control of her destiny, and 
with the enthusiastic support of 
her mother, Lizzie applied for a 

Lizzie Telford holding a tortoise in the Kalabakan forest, in Sabah, in 
Borneo
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nodules on their roots.  These nodules enjoy a symbiotic relationship 
with certain soil bacteria known as rhizobia.  The nodules are able 
to convert atmospheric nitrogen into plant-useable form.  Lizzie 
is trying to understand the nature of this interaction between the 
Acacia and the rhizobia since such an understanding may shed light 
on options for controlling the unwanted encroachment of the Acacia 
species.

Lizzie sees the savanna as unique in that it is shaped by a top-down 
stressor, whereas other biomes are shaped by bottom-up stressors 
such as water and nutrients.

Covid has forced Lizzie to adjust the way she is pursuing her 
research.  In essence, instead of spending much time in the field, 
in Africa, she has created her own bit of Africa at King’s Buildings.  
She is working with nine species of Vachellia and seven different 
soil types from Africa.  She paints a rather macabre picture of her 
rearing young Acacia, subjecting them to herbivory (i.e., under 
normal circumstances this is consumption by animals such as 
giraffes, but Lizzie has to simulate this by snipping away at the 
plants with scissors) and then, after four months, killing them to 
cut them up to determine how the stress (from the herbivory) has 
affected their growth.  Then she can observe what happens to the 
root nodules.  

As a witty acknowledgement of the treatment to which she has 
subjected her Acacia, Lizzie has adopted “Memoirs of an Acacia: 
understanding why legumes dominate the savanna” as a working 
title for her thesis. 

Lizzie is very appreciative of the financial assistance she has 
received from EDUCT.  The money will help fund the molecular 
analysis of the product of that baking being conducted at King’s 
Buildings.  Unfortunately, this has been delayed due to Covid 
shutting down the experiments last year. 

EDUCT wishes Lizzie the very best for the successful completion of 
her research and the writing of her thesis.  

Fraser Taylor Appointed Officer of the Order of Canada

by Simon Miles

EDUCT member Dr. Fraser Taylor, FRSC, OC, was among the 
135 Canadians honoured in the most recent announcement, on 
29 December 2021, of appointees to the Order of Canada.  The 
investiture will be in early 2022.  Fraser was made an Officer of 
the Order.  Created in 1967, the Order of Canada recognizes those 
who, through their outstanding accomplishments, have contributed 
to the building of a better Canada.  Fraser was recognized “for his 
innovative contributions to cartography, and for spearheading the 
theoretical and practical development of cybercartography”.

Fraser is currently the Chancellor’s Distinguished Research Professor 
of International Affairs, Geography and Environmental Studies and 
the Director of the Geomatics and Cartographic Research Centre at 
Carleton University.  He has spent his career at Carleton, joining 
the faculty there in 1966, after he graduated with his Ph.D., in 

If this sort of commitment to 
the study of plants and animals 
makes you think of Darwin 
and Wallace, you may be onto 
something.  By the end of 
2017 Lizzie was indeed like a 
modern-day Wallace: ravaged 
by malaria and exhausted by 
long hours of devotion to her 
research in the tropical forest.  
She was desperately wanting to 
start a Ph.D., but did not have 
her Master’s.  Serendipitously, 
she came across Dr. Caroline 
Lehmann, a biogeographer 
with particular expertise in 
fire ecology across the tropics, 
who is also a Senior Lecturer 
in Geography at Edinburgh.  
Dr. Lehmann kindly accepted 
Lizzie for a research Master’s.  
This took Lizzie to South Africa 
for six months of fieldwork, 
which resulted in her living 
in wine country to study how 
drought affects the production 
of nodules on the roots of 
Vachellia sieberiana, a species of 
Acacia.  Once again, she loved 
the setting and the locals.  The 
Master’s was received in April 
2019.  

The work on Acacia set the 
scene for Lizzie’s Ph.D.  In 
looking at a world that is 
coming under increasing stress 
from climate change Lizzie is 
concerned that some extensive 
ecosystems are going to lose 
much of their biodiversity.  
She has chosen to focus her 
attention on sub-Sahara African 
savanna.  A savanna landscape 
is predominantly grassland with 
open tree cover that allows 
the sun to penetrate to the 
grasses.  However, scientists are 
reporting that African savanna 
is being degraded through the 
encroachment of woody thickets.  
Dominating that encroachment 
are species of Acacia.  

In exploring why Acacia 
are becoming increasingly 
dominant in the savanna Lizzie’s 
hypothesis is that they are able 
to respond to what are known as 
top-down stressors, such as fire 
and herbivores, by producing 
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Geography, from the University 
of Edinburgh that year.  He has 
long been recognized as an 
international leader in the field 
of cartography.  His research 
has led to his being the recipient 
of many prestigious awards, 
including, most notably: the 
Killam Prize for Social Sciences 
in 2014 (this being Canada’s 
highest academic honour); the 
Carl Mannerfelt Gold Award 
in 2013 (the top honour to be 
bestowed by the International 
Cartographic Association); 
and, the 3M/Royal Canadian 
Geographic Society Award for 
Environmental Innovation in 
2012.

Ardent readers of EDUCT 
News will have read of 
Fraser’s pioneering work in 
cybercartography.  Indeed, he is 
the originator of the concept and 
often referred to as its father.  It 
arose from Fraser’s extensive 
experience in working with 
communities in developing parts 
of the world.  He introduced 
the concept in 1997.  In his 
own words “It is a technique 
that uses all five senses.  My 
basic argument is, if we, as 
human beings, experience our 
surroundings using sight, sound, 
taste, smell and touch, why 
can’t we produce maps using 
all these senses?  What we are 
now doing is creating a method, 
a framework, in which this 
information can sit.”

This method and framework 
have evolved from his lifelong 
interest attempting to capture 
information that provides new 
and better insights into reality.  
In 1969, in his early days as a 
cartographer, Fraser made his 
mark by producing the world’s 
first thematic computer atlas: 
The Computer Atlas of Ottawa-
Hull.  Computer mapping 
allowed him to stack many 
variables on top of one another 
and to find the relationships that 
exist between those variables.  
In recent years, some of his 
outstanding contributions have 

been made through 
his research group’s 
work with Indigenous 
communities in northern 
Canada in creating 
cybercartographic 
atlases capturing 
traditional and local 
knowledge.

In addition to leading 
a prominent research 
group at Carleton, 
Fraser has long been 
very active in the global 
arena.  He is a member 
of the United Nations 
Expert Group on Global 
Geospatial Information 
Management.  He is 
a former President 
of the International 
Cartographic Association, 
a former President of the 
International Union for 
Surveys and Mapping, 
and a former Chair of the International Steering Committee for 
Global Mapping.  He was also Secretary-Treasurer of the Canadian 
Association of African Studies for 15 years.  In short, he has indeed 
contributed to the building of a not just a better Canada but a better 
world.

EDUCT congratulates Fraser on this latest honour.  

Orchid Fever

by A. Gavin Clark

Editor’s Note:  In a discussion with Gavin Clark about an Op 
Ed article he had written for the Globe and Mail on a very well-
known precedent for an international vaccination passport, your 
Editor learned of Gavin’s lifelong fascination with orchids.  Since 
orchid growers and, even more so, orchid collectors, can go to 
extraordinary lengths to build their collections, your Editor decided 
to invite Gavin, who has just completed his term as President of the 
Orchid Society of the Royal Botanical Gardens, to tell us more about 
his passion.

A few months ago, we had a burst pipe at our house which resulted 
in two ceilings coming down.  The chaos is now corrected, but in re-
shelving my gardening books in the basement, I sat down and began 
re-reading them.  Amongst them was my first orchid book: Orchid 
Growing by John W. Blowers (1957).  Ninety-two pages of basic 
stuff.  Pests were attacked with serious chemicals: DDT, azobenzine, 
parathion, chlorocide, nicotine, phosphorus beetle paste!  It was out 
and out war!

Dr. Fraser Taylor
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up to his waist in water, or lying on his side in two-foot high seams 
at Prestonpans and Tranent.  He was not in good health!  But he got 
into applying his skills to the undercutting of the bricks of the shelter, 
and we eventually brought down the roof without injury.  He found 
an old, abandoned greenhouse, so we scavenged the iron heating 
pipes and the glass, and I built a north-facing, lean-to greenhouse.  
I shudder to remember now that I painted the wood with the 
standard, white lead paste mixed with linseed oil!

When I came to Canada (Edmonton) in 1966, I had intended to 
return to Scotland in 1968, but events placed me in Toronto, and 
those orchids which had survived the two years in Port Seton went 
off to Glasgow.  So I was without a greenhouse or orchids until 1993, 
when I built another greenhouse in Port Credit, and the rest, as they 
say, is history. 

After I really “got into” orchids, I had joined the Scottish Orchid 
Society which met in Glasgow, and still does, but with branches 
now in Perth and Edinburgh.  I then bought a tome, of 796 pages, 
The Orchid Grower’s Manual, by B.S. and H. Williams.  It is a 1961 
reprint of the seventh (1894) edition.  The illustrations are all line 
drawings of some spectacular plants.  This book is both a window 
into the orchid holdings and nomenclature of that era and a social 
commentary.  Witness for example:  “C. trianiae osmanii, a variety 
which was flowered in the collection of the late R.B. Dodgson, Esq., 
Beardwood, Blackburn, under the care of Mr. Osman (note no Esq), 
after whom it is named.  When the Beardwood collection was sold 
at auction, the plant was purchased by ourselves (i.e., The Victoria 
and Paradise Nurseries) for the sum of 215 Guineas after a spirited 
competition!”   

I have no recollection why I 
chose to grow orchids.  As a 
young man, living in Scotland, 
I had been growing “exhibition” 
chrysanthemums; those 9 inch, 
mop-headed ones (the ones 
which were called ‘Japs’ until 
WWII).  But it was one flower 
per plant, all other buds and side 
shoots were pinched out, so if 
a sparrow decided to launch an 
assault on your one terminal bud 
… it was game over.  Anyway, 
although I did have a lean-to 
tomato greenhouse, I needed 
another.  The greenhouse leant 
on an air raid shelter.  Why 
anyone thought that Port Seton 
was going to be bombed in WWII 
is a mystery, but that shelter 
was to be the orchid house.

At the time, there were 
operating coal fields in the 
Lothian area around Edinburgh 
and under the Firth of Forth.  
By chance, I had fallen in with 
an old, retired coal miner.  He 
had mined before Workers’ 
Compensation existed, in the 
days of pick and shovel, often 

Gavin Clark with Rlc. Mem. Helen Brown “Green 
Apple”, a Rhyncholaeliocattleya cross

Cattleya trianiae osmannii
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The Gardeners’ Chronicle  of 
1883 gives notice of the 
auction and lists the said 
orchid Cattleya trianiae 
osmanii.  In 1884, Dodgson’s 
collection was described in The 
Gardeners’ Chronicle as “The 
richest collection of orchids in 
Lancashire”.

To put this price in perspective, 
one economic study of the 
industrial Midland towns 
reported that, at the height of 
the cotton industry in 1860, 
there were 440,000 workers 
whose wages cost £11,500.  
That means the average pay 
was £39 (roughly 37 guineas) 
per year, or about 15 shillings a 
week.

In those days, the challenge 
facing a gardener (such as 
Mr. Osman), was to provide 
the correct growing conditions 
– growing medium, water, 
temperature.  Orchids were 
seen as “tropicals”, and thus 
were often grown in what were 
called “stove houses” or “East 
India houses”.  The losses must 
have been considerable because 
in fact many orchids grow in 
temperate, even cool, climes, 
and many, but by no means 
all, species of those growing in 
tropical countries are found in 
the mountainous areas of those 
countries.  So when an orchid 
was flowered for the first time, 
it was worthy of notice in the 
gardening press.

All orchids were collected as 
species typical of their growing 

niches, which were rarely noted.  Collecting sites were closely held 
secrets.  These orchids were collected in the wild by professional 
collectors paid by wealthy individuals or by plant nurseries such 
as Sanders.  Years later, even students like me in the 1960’s could 
import bare root plants via import companies.  This was before 
CITES (the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species 
of Wild Fauna and Flora)!

The British Rothschilds collected orchids. They did fund collectors, 
but Baron Ferdinand James von Rothschild favoured buying from 
Sanders.  Orchid collection was hazardous because of disease, 
misadventure, and the locals.  Tales exist of death by tiger, yellow 
fever, malaria, stabbing, etc.  Eight collectors entered the Philippine 
jungle in 1901; only one came out.  Nonetheless, there are over a 
dozen orchids carrying the Rothschild name.  By sheer luck, we also 
have an important orchid volume from their library. 

The Vienna 
branch of the 
Rothschilds lost 
their possessions to 
the Nazis, including 
a first edition of 
The Orchid Album 
by B.S. Williams. 
The eleven volumes 
were returned 
to Clarice de 
Rothschild in the 
U.S.A. in 1948.  
Where they were 
during WWII is 
unrecorded.  They 
are now accessible One of the many examples of Phalaenopsis

Cypripedium rothschildianum

Coelogyne cristata. Gavin’s Best in Class, Best Specimen 
Plant and Best in Show at the Orchid Society of the Royal 
Botanical Gardens Annual Show in 2020  
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at the Boston Fine Arts Museum.  
A complete eleven-volume set 
went under the hammer at 
Christie’s in 2002 for US$28,500.  
Who said only orchid plants were 
expensive? 

Actually, most are not.  
Nowadays, orchids are available 
from orchid nurseries for about 
as much as a herbaceous 
plant or a shrub.  The orchid 
everyone sees for sale is the 
Phalaenopsis which is mass-
produced, much like lettuce.  
The Taiwanese Phalaenopsis 
industry is a major agricultural 
money-maker.  The hybrid plants 
are raised by meristem culture 
from selected plants (i.e., all are 
identical).  They are grown-on 
in their thousands by wholesale 
nurseries around the world under 
strictly controlled growth and 
flowering conditions.

Given their prevalence 
everywhere, you would think that 
Phalaenopsis orchids were the 
only orchids in existence.  Not 
so; for there are 1,500 species 
of the genus  Epidendrum alone.  
Hybrid orchids are easier to grow 
than species, and many people 
casually grow their orchids in 
their kitchen windows.  But 
beware!  Once bitten by the 
orchid bug, and having accepted 
the challenge, there is little 
escape!

Thomas Carlyle

by Simon Miles

Thomas Carlyle was a polymath and public intellectual known, 
most famously, for his writings as an historian and for his essays 
on the culture of his time, but also for his contribution to geometry 
in the form of the Carlyle circle.  At the same time, he was both 
an activist in the founding of public institutions that are revered to 
this day, and an iconoclast who took stances on public affairs that 
would be regarded as intolerable today.  As a student of heroes and 
heroism, he famously argued that the flaws of heroes should be 
open for discussion without diminishing their achievements.  Given 
the current temper of discourse on past heroes and the frequent 
instances of recourse to removal of statues and other forms of 
recognition of those heroes, an introduction to the life of Carlyle 
seems appropriate at this time.  Elsewhere in this newsletter we 
have covered the excellent talk of Professor Frank Cogliano on 
this theme of the recognition of past heroes.  Professor Cogliano 
rightly calls for a more nuanced approach to the reinterpretation of 
history and the contributions of leading figures of the past than we 
are seeing exercised by some today.  This brief look into the life of 
Carlyle provides something of case study illustrating Carlyle’s point: 
that great people have their flaws, but this should not diminish their 
achievements.

Thomas Carlyle was born on 4 December 1795, in the village of 
Ecclefechan, in what is now the county of Dumfries and Galloway, 
in south-west Scotland.  His father was a mason who had built his 
own house – The Arched House, which is now a museum honouring 
Carlyle.  It houses some of his possessions and is furnished in the 
style of his time.  Although he had eight siblings his parents were 
able to afford to send young Thomas to the nearby Annan Academy 
but, being subject to constant bullying, he hated his time there.  He 
enrolled at the University of Edinburgh in 1809, at the tender age of 
13.  His father, a Calvinist, had wanted him to enter the church.  At 
Edinburgh, Thomas became increasingly doubtful that the church 
was for him.  He read widely, but seemingly without a focus.  From 
later activity, one can surmise that he enjoyed mathematics and 
philosophy.  It is not clear whether he had graduated when he left 
the University.  At that time, many students did not graduate. 

FAMOUS ALUMNI

The Arched House in Ecclefechan
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In 1814, at the age of 18, he was 
teaching mathematics in Annan 
and in 1820 he had moved to 
a school in Kirkcaldy.  One of 
the fellow teachers in Kirkcaldy 
was the preacher Edward Irving, 
who would later become famous 
for his founding of the Catholic 
Apostolic Church, also known as 
the Irvingian Church.  Irving and 
Carlyle remained lifelong friends.  
Teaching, however, was not 
something Carlyle enjoyed.

In 1819 Carlyle decided to return 
to the University of Edinburgh to 
study law.  But he was a troubled 
young man.  He was lonely, poor, 
unable to find any meaning in life 
and struggling with his spiritual 
beliefs.  It was at this time 
that he abandoned the idea of 
entering the ministry.  He eked 
out a living with some journalism 
and tutoring.  He also began his 
study of German literature.  He 
left the University in 1821, but 
again it is not clear whether he 
graduated.  

The next few years saw Carlyle 
living a nomadic life of writer and 
tutor.  By 1824 he had published 
his translation of Goethe’s 
Wilhelm Meister’s Apprenticeship 
and in 1825 he had written 
his Life of Schiller.  He was 
beginning to establish himself 
as an authority on German 
literature.  During this time 
Carlyle was also courting Jane 
Welsh.  She was an intelligent, 
attractive and somewhat 
temperamental young lady who, 
in time, would also become a 
writer of note.  Her father was 
a well-to-do doctor who lived 
in Haddington, just outside 
Edinburgh.  Carlyle had been 
introduced to her in 1821 by 
Edward Irving, who had been her 
teacher at some point.  The two 
married in 1826.  In 1827, when 
Carlyle learned that he had not 
been accepted for the post of the 
Chair of Moral Philosophy at St. 
Andrews University, the Carlyles 
moved from Edinburgh to Jane’s 
modest agricultural estate at 
Craigenputtock, in Dumfriesshire.  

Carlyle found Craigenputtock conducive to writing.  It was here 
that, in addition to producing a large number of essays for 
publications such as the Edinburgh Review, Carlyle wrote Sartor 
Resartus (The Tailor Re-tailored).  It first appeared as a series of 
installments, in Fraser’s Magazine, in 1833 and 1834.  It was an 
unconventional form of writing for its time.  In essence, it was 
leading the reader to confront the meaning of truth.  It drew upon 
the struggles that Carlyle had gone through in wrestling with his 
religious beliefs when a law student at Edinburgh.  It was hard for 
the public to comprehend.  However, over time, it became much 
discussed.  It was first published as a book in America in 1836, with 
an introduction by Ralph Waldo Emerson, with whom Carlyle had 
developed a strong friendship.  The British edition appeared in 1838.  
The book established Carlyle as a public figure.

But in 1834 Carlyle was still struggling financially.  He and his wife 
decided to move to London, eventually settling in Cheyne Row, in 
Chelsea.  Their residence, at what was number 5 and is now number 
24, has since become another museum to honour Carlyle.  He soon 
became part of a literary set, which included the likes of John Stuart 
Mill, Tennyson, Robert and Elizabeth Browning, Thackeray, Dickens 
and Ruskin.  The most famous work of his early years in London was 
his three-volume book The French Revolution: A History.  Initially, 
he owed much to Mill who had been collecting papers on the subject, 
possibly with the idea of writing a book on the theme.  Mill gave 
him his collection of papers.  Tragically, after having worked for 
months on the first volume, and having given Mill the manuscript 
to read, the work was accidentally burned in Mill’s residence.  Quite 
surprisingly, Carlyle, known for his irritability, took this terrible 
setback very well.  It was he and his wife who had to console Mill.  
Seemingly, Carlyle drafted volumes II and III before returning to the 
redrafting of volume I.  The book was published in 1837 and brought 
Carlyle much acclaim.  Along with that came many invitations to 
lecture - which translated into 
income and an escape from 
poverty.

It was perhaps his ability to 
convey the motivations of 
different groups in French 
society that led to the 
revolution, and the passion 
with which he conveyed 
his central messages, that 
appealed to his readers.  
This commitment to try to 
understand these motivations 
as forces at work in society 
led Carlyle to explore what 
came to be known as his 
Great Man Theory.  In 
viewing life around him as 
being chaotic and marked by 
inequality, he came to the 
belief that ruling was best left 
to individuals who had the 
strength of personality and 
creativity in times of chaos 
to command the respect of 
fellow citizens.  The theory 

Thomas Carlyle, painted by Sir John 
Everett Millais in 1877. Courtesy 
National Portrait Gallery, London
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more recently by Toronto’s Northrop Frye, who likened it to “tantrum 
prose”.

Carlyle’s last great work was a biography, The History of Friedrich 
II of Prussia, Called Frederick the Great.  It was published, in six 
volumes, between 1858 and 1865.  Frederick, in Carlyle’s eyes, 
epitomized his notion of the heroic leader able to overcome chaos.  
The work received mixed reviews, which some suggest accounted for 
Carlyle’s declining output thereafter.

Another side of the complex man was his attitude to slavery.  In 
1849, in an essay entitled Occasional Discourse on the Negro 
Question, Carlyle suggests that slavery should never have been 
abolished.  And in 1865 Carlyle gave his support to the Governor 
of Jamaica, Edward John Eyre, who was dismissed for the severity 
with which he had dealt with an uprising in the colony.  This put 
Carlyle at odds with some of his longtime friends, such as Mill.  Mill 
organized a committee calling for the trial of Eyre.  Among his 
supporters were such notables as Charles Darwin and Thomas Henry 
Huxley.  Carlyle’s group, established to free Eyre, included similarly 
prominent figures, such as John Ruskin, Charles Kingsley, Charles 
Dickens and Alfred Tennyson.  That leading figures in Victorian 
society were so divided should come as no surprise – it reflected the 
temper of the time.

Another flaw in Carlyle’s character was his anti-Semitism.  For this, 
he was publicly criticized by his friend Charles Dickens. 

Moving briefly to Carlyle’s achievements as a builder of institutions, 
his first accomplishment of note was his role in the creation of the 
London Library.  In the 1830’s the pressure on the British Museum 
Library, combined with what Carlyle regarded as poor cataloguing of 
manuscripts, led him, with some prominent colleagues, to establish 
the London Library in 1841.  It was supported by subscriptions and 
very quickly came to be regarded as an excellent research library.  It 
has since attracted royal patronage.

Carlyle’s admiration of heroes in part explains his interest in 
establishing the National Portrait Gallery in London.  One has to 
admire his tenacity in his pursuit of this cause.  He was one of the 
four key figures to be credited with the establishment of what today 
is one of the most prominent art galleries in the world.  Similarly, his 
effort to create The Scottish National Portrait Gallery deserves our 
everlasting gratitude. 

In 1865 Carlyle was elected Rector of the University of Edinburgh.  
At his investiture, in April 1866 he made a speech that was later 
published as On the Choice of Books.  It was very well received.  
Sadly, some three weeks after that investiture, his wife Jane died.  
Carlyle was overcome by grief.  Although it had been a marriage 
fraught with considerable disagreement, there had always been a 
profound mutual respect.  Carlyle retreated from active socializing.  
In 1883, he edited a volume of his wife’s letters, titled Letters and 
Memorials of Jane Welsh Carlyle, Prepared for Publication by Thomas 
Carlyle.  The volume was published by his friend James Froude, who 
shortly thereafter wrote a biography of Carlyle that was published 
over 1883 and 1884.  It seemingly pulled no punches, but this was 
in keeping with Carlyle’s firm belief that one’s flaws should be open 
for discussion.

In 1885 Carlyle died in London.  Indicative of his standing in society, 

was elaborated in his book On 
Heroes, Hero-Worship, and the 
Heroic in History, published 
in 1841.  It provides portraits 
of wide variety of great men - 
from a prophet (Muhammad) 
to poets (Shakespeare and 
Dante), priests (John Knox and 
Martin Luther), men of letters 
(Samuel Johnson, Jean-Jacques 
Rousseau and Robert Burns) 
and would-be monarchs (Oliver 
Cromwell and Napoleon).  The 
theory was further elaborated 
in his book, Past and Present, 
published in 1843.  In it, Carlyle 
compares the wise and strong 
rule of a medieval abbot with 
the chaos he observed around 
him in Europe.   One of the 
great men portrayed in his book 
on Heroes, Oliver Cromwell, 
later became the subject of 
another book, Oliver Cromwell’s 
Letters and Speeches. With 
Elucidations, published in 1845.  
Cromwell is quoted in ways that 
are designed to address the 
problems of Carlyle’s time.  In 
general terms, Carlyle’s hero 
has been likened to Aristotle’s 
“magnanimous” man, successful 
and well developed.  Be that as it 
may, Carlyle’s hero was living in 
a world of contradictions, which 
had to be dealt with.  He readily 
admitted that his heroes were 
flawed, but it was the creativity 
with which they addressed the 
world that warranted their being 
worshipped, not their moral 
perfection.  

This is when Carlyle starts 
moving more obviously to an 
anti-democratic stance.  He 
clearly is not convinced that 
democracy is the way forward.  
And by 1850 he has published 
Latter Day Pamphlets, in which 
he gave vent to what even 
then was seen by many of his 
confreres as a nasty streak 
in his nature.  He was, for 
example, highly critical of the 
modern prisons, which he saw 
as warehouses for the brutal and 
useless elements of society.  The 
book was roundly dismissed by 
Anthony Trollope at the time, and 
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he was offered interment in 
Westminster Abbey.  However, 
his executors made clear that his 
expressed wish was to be buried 
beside his parents in Ecclefecan.  

Now for a footnote on that 
famous Carlyle circle.  It was not 
known as that in Carlyle’s time.  
The term Carlyle circle derives 
from a reference by John Leslie 
to an idea, originating from 
Carlyle when he was a student 
of Leslie’s at the University 
of Edinburgh.  The reference 
made by John Leslie was in 
the third edition of his book 
Elements of Geometry.  Notably, 
it was not to be found in the 
first and second editions of the 
book.  Leslie was describing the 
geometric construction of roots 
of a quadratic equation with a 
circle.  It was only in 1925 that 
the mathematician G.A. Miller, 
in an article entitled Geometric 
Solution of the Quadratic 
Equation, described the circle 
that later became known as the 
Carlyle circle.  Put at its simplest, 
the Carlyle circle provides an 
easy graphical solution to a 
quadratic equation.

The University of Edinburgh 
decided to honour Carlyle by 
using the term Carlyle Circle 
to recognize those alumni who 
have openly admitted, while still 
alive, to leaving a bequest to the 
University.  Maybe the University 
sees this as one of the ways 
in which alumni can help the 
University to ‘square the circle’ 
on the University’s finances.

Ah! And on a lighter note: there 
is the Carlyle Hotel in New York 
City that is also named after our 
fellow alumnus.  Fortunately, it is 
a very good hotel! 

Editor’s Note: EDUCT 
acknowledges the assistance of: 
the Encyclopaedia Britannica’s 
online service Britannica; 
Wikipedia; and, Gazetteer for 
Scotland.

Harry Ferguson

by Simon Miles

Harry Stewart Ferguson, a Friend of EDUCT, died on 17 October 
2021.  He was 88.

Harry was not an alumnus of the University of Edinburgh, but he had 
been a generous donor to the EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund 
and, on the strength of that, we had made him a Friend - our second 
category of members.  He appreciated the welcome we extended to 
him and became an active member and a good friend to many of us.  
Harry’s alma mater was the Royal College of Science and Technology, 
the precursor to what is now Strathclyde University.  His first career 
was in mining.  He emigrated to Canada, was very successful, 
and continued to be the CEO of his company, Glenroy Resources, 
for many years after he had successfully diversified his business 
interests, in 1992, with the launching of what was to become one of 
the first chains of sushi stores in the Toronto area.  By 2013, he had 
a chain of thirteen corporate and franchised outlets across Southern 
Ontario and was still expanding across Canada and into the United 
States.  I recall seeing the one at Yorkdale Shopping Centre the day 
it opened in 2012.  On a later visit I was again impressed with the 
extreme sense of freshness of the food and the cleanliness of the 
facilities.  

Harry was a long-time supporter of the Scottish presence in 
Ontario.  As Founding Chair of the Scottish Studies Foundation at the 

Harry Ferguson with his grandson Samuel Carter in 2016 
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University of Guelph, he headed 
the team that raised $2 million 
towards endowing the Scottish 
Studies Foundation Chair held at 
the Centre for Scottish Studies, 
in the Department of History.  
Since its establishment in 2004 
the Chair has been occupied by 
three graduates of the University 
of Edinburgh: Graeme Morton, 
who, before his return to take 
up a post at the University of 
Dundee, had regaled EDUCT 
members with recitations at 
our early Burns Night events; 
James Fraser; and, currently, 
Kevin James, who has spoken 
to EDUCT about early tourism in 
Scotland. 

Harry was also President of the 
Sir Walter Scott Society at the 
University of Toronto, and it was 
in that capacity that we had got 
to know him.  EDUCT member 
Willadean Leo had recommended 
Harry as a speaker for our 
Annual Dinner in 2007.  In a 
fascinating talk, Harry gave us 
insights into Scott’s multifaceted 
and influential role in the shaping 
of Scotland as a nation.  This 
was elegantly captured by Henri-
Lee Stalk in her write up of 
Harry’s talk in the EDUCT News 
of September 2007.  (Archived 
back issues are available on the 
EDUCT web site.)  

And Harry was an elected 
senator of his regiment, 
the Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders, for which he had 
raised significant funds.  Several 
EDUCT members were inveigled 
by Harry into performing at 
the annual Burns Dinner that 
the regiment held in Hamilton.  
Notably, Harry got a Toast to the 
Lassies out of Josh Gillespie and, 
from Jim Hunter, two Immortal 
Memories and much more.  
And EDUCT?  Well, at least we 
convinced Harry to deliver the 
Immortal Memory at one of 
our EDUCT Burns Nights.  As 
an Ayrshire lad he did the bard 
proud.

One of Harry’s more recent links 
with Scotland is probably the one 

that has given him greatest pleasure, albeit that it is not exactly of 
his own making.  In 2013, his grandson, Samuel Carter, went off to 
Edinburgh to pursue his B.Sc. in Environmental Geoscience.  Thanks 
to Harry, EDUCT News carried several reports of Samuel’s progress 
at the University.  Samuel did not disappoint his grandfather.  He had 
the opportunity to conduct research on sediment from the floor of 
the Indian Ocean to test ways of measuring oxygen and carbon data 
with a higher resolution than previously recorded (literally taking 
thinner sections of the sediment core and sampling them) which has 
enabled climatologists to be more accurate with their modelling of 
the past climate and thus to better interpret the climate change that 
has taken place from the Pleistocene era onward.  At the end of his 
third year Samuel was awarded the class medal.  Harry, whose first 
life was spent in mining, told me that it can be mighty challenging 
to dig up a nugget of gold that can fill the palm of his hand.  Samuel 
seemingly found an easier way of achieving the same goal.  Grandad 
was tickled pink!

Harry leaves his wife Kathy, their three children and six 
grandchildren.  EDUCT extends its condolences to all of his family on 
this sad occasion.  Harry will be missed.  As Josh Gillespie succinctly 
put it, Harry was “a lot of force packed into a small package”.

Salam Hawa Introduces Her Second Book on Arab Political 
Identity

Editor’s Note: Dr. Salam Hawa, a member of EDUCT living in 
Ottawa, has just published her second book.  Salam is a political 
theorist who has taught at the University of Ottawa and advised on 
policy development in various departments of the Government of 
Canada.  She is currently an independent scholar, consultant, and 
an Affiliate of the Arab Canadian Studies Research Group at the 
University of Ottawa.  Prior to earning her Ph.D. in Political Theory at 
Edinburgh, Salam had received degrees from Cambridge (M.Phil.), 
the University of Ottawa (M.A. and B.A.), and a Diplôme d’Etudes 
Approfondies from the Université d’Aix-Marseille III.  A more detailed 
profile appeared in EDUCT News in January 2011.  Salam’s first 
book, entitled The Erosion of Arabian Political Indentity: Colonialism 
and Violence, (Abingdon: Routledge, 2017), was introduced to us by 
Salam in EDUCT News in January 2017.  Salam has kindly agreed to 
provide us with an introduction to her latest book.  Her article below 
is based primarily on the preface to the book.

Salam Hawa, Reimagining Arabian Political Indentity: Justice, 
Women’s Rights and the Arab State, (Abingdon: Routledge, 2022), 
204 pp.  ISBN 978-1-138-35469-2  (hbk), US$160   ISBN: 978-1-

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni in Toronto? 
Please pass this newsletter on to anyone 

who might be interested

BOOKS
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also highlighted his sense of alienation and exile.  For others, such as 
Leila Ahmed, classical Arabic was an instrument of male dominance, 
misogyny, and sociopolitical oppression.  From her perspective, the 
language divided society along religious, class, and gender lines, 
determining her sense of belonging to and appreciation of Arab 
culture and heritage.  The same can be said of each Jewish, Muslim, 
or Christian Arab, whose relation to this very deep and rich source 
of culture differs in accordance with their gender and community.  In 
today’s Arab society, memories of this civilization’s glorious past tend 
to jostle with those reminding them of the bitterness of defeat.  In 
this volume, I trace the truth hidden in the layers of centuries that 
tell the story of a society, the history of which was rewritten multiple 
times.  It raises questions that generations of Arabs have steadfastly 
refused to ask, and investigates the origin of the malaise that led 
to the explosive events of the Arab Spring.  Although questions 
regarding the legitimacy of the modern Arab state have recently 
multiplied, they are repeatedly analyzed through a very limited and 
limiting lens.  Concerned to view Arab society in terms of binary 
oppositions, such questions overlook the complexity of the historical 
evolution which brought this grand civilization to its knees. For there 
has never been a revolution in a population’s history that arose 
spontaneously – like Athena emerged full-grown from Zeus’ forehead 
– and it is not enough to claim this politician or that is to blame.  
Rather, a movement of this magnitude could only come about over 
time, and it is time itself that needs to be identified and narrated.

In the ancient past, the Arabs always relied on their poets to express 
the depth of their faith, sadness, and longing.  This volume examines 
the sociopolitical elements that inspired pre-Islamic jahili poets, 
who perfected the concentric poem to capture the human condition.  
They were the historians, political advocates, and moral leaders of 
their people.  Their poetry was used to archive their memories of 
exile, remind their people of the ethical principles of their disbanded 
society, and maintain the group’s bonds of kinship.  In sum, they 
were the face and the heart of their people.  Until his death in 

032-07911-0 (pbk).  ISBN: 978-
0-429-42462-5 (ebk), US$44.05.  
The pbk price is not known at 
the time of our going to press.  
For Canadians, ordering through 
your local bookshop or direct 
purchase from Routledge is 
recommended.  Check Routledge 
web site for reduced prices:  
https://www.routledge.com/
Reimagining-Arab-Political-
Identity-Justice-Womens-
Rights-and-the-Arab/Hawa/p/
book/9781138354692

This book discusses the idea 
that Arab cultural and political 
identity has been suppressed 
by centuries of dominance 
by imperial outsiders and 
by religious and nationalist 
ideologies, with the result that 
present-day Arab societies are 
characterized by a crisis of 
identity where fundamentalism 
or chaos seem to be the only 
available choices.  Tracing 
developments from pre-Islamic 
times through to the present, 
the book examines the evolution 
of Arab political identity through 
a multilayered lens, including 
memory and forgetting, social 
and cultural norms, local laws, 
poetry, dance, attitudes to 
women, foreigners and animals, 
ancient historical narratives, 
and more.  It argues that Arab 
societies have much to gain by 
recovering the “happy memory” 
of Arab culture as it was before 
being distorted. 

In the last two millennia there 
has never been a people who 
have identified with a language 
as had the Arabs.  From pre-
Islamic times to the present, 
Arab speakers tended to 
oscillate between immeasurable 
passion for and deep mistrust 
of their mother tongue.  Arab 
intellectuals’ divergent attitude 
to the Arabic language depends 
on their personal journey.  For 
instance, in Edward Said’s work 
Arabic was a source of identity, 
pride, rebellion, and resistance; 
it affirmed his sense of cultural 
belonging and maternal love, but 

Salam Hawa

https://www.routledge.com/Reimagining-Arab-Political-Identity-Justice-Womens-Rights-and-the-Arab/Hawa/p/book/9781138354692
https://www.routledge.com/Reimagining-Arab-Political-Identity-Justice-Womens-Rights-and-the-Arab/Hawa/p/book/9781138354692
https://www.routledge.com/Reimagining-Arab-Political-Identity-Justice-Womens-Rights-and-the-Arab/Hawa/p/book/9781138354692
https://www.routledge.com/Reimagining-Arab-Political-Identity-Justice-Womens-Rights-and-the-Arab/Hawa/p/book/9781138354692
https://www.routledge.com/Reimagining-Arab-Political-Identity-Justice-Womens-Rights-and-the-Arab/Hawa/p/book/9781138354692
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2008, no other Arab poet had 
articulated the spirit of his age 
as did Mahmoud Darwish, whose 
poetry captured what Edward 
Said identified as the “Arab 
condition.”  In establishing his 
identity as an Arab poet, Darwish 
spoke for all Arabs when he 
asked, in his “A Rhyme for the 
Odes”:

Who am I?  This is a question 
that others ask, but has no 
answer.
I am language, I am an ode, 
two odes, ten.  This is my 
language.
I am my language …

Just as he located his identity 
in language, Darwish, forever 
the conscience of his people, 
remained critical of its use and 
abuse.  Witness, in his “We 
Travel Like All People”:

We travel like everyone else, 
but we return to nothing …
Ours is a country of words: 
Talk. Talk.

Pride and bitterness intermingle, 
rendering the poet and his 
interlocutor paralyzed.  Just 
as pre-Islamic poetry blocked 
traumatic memories of exile, so 
have Darwish’s poems helped 
the Arabs substitute the pain 
of the Palestinian refugee for 
their own loss of freedom and 
independence.  However, as 
in psychoanalysis where the 
patient’s obsessive behaviour 
invariably leads them to seek 
medical assistance, so has 
modern Arab citizens’ denial of 
their true history forced them 
to face the failure that is their 
modern state.  Healing traumatic 
memories requires the patient 
to address the source of the 
pain, and it is only possible 
once blocked, manipulated, and 
imposed memories are identified 
and acknowledged.  This volume 
addresses all three, as it seeks 
to trace the source of modern 
Arab population’s pathologies.  
It does so by examining causes 
underlying a persistent duality 

evident in Arab society’s practices and customs.  It discusses Arab 
political elites’ refusal to address the glaring, legally sanctioned 
inequities in its treatment of Arab women, and exposes the lengths 
to which they go to limit their population’s access to accounts of 
ancient Arab history during which Arab women and men were treated 
as equals.  Instead, as Darwish so aptly stated, “Ours is a country of 
words: Talk. Talk.”  It is here that we see Arab political elites’ ability 
to recall aspects of their past, such as the claim women are better 
treated under Islamic law than under any other law, while refusing to 
acknowledge that they have abrogated that law, and that the Shari‘a 
is no longer practised.

Blocking memory, manipulating memory, and imposing memory are 
done to serve state ideology, and it is this ideology that is under 
scrutiny here.  Despite the largely unsuccessful results of the Arab 
Spring, its importance lies in the fact that for the first time Arab 
youth are no longer interested in only “talking,” but have finally 
moved into action.  Patients seeking psychological healing of loss 
approach mourning in stages, for healing takes time and effort.  
However once triggered, it is difficult for the patient to revert to 
earlier pathological behaviour; for that reason, the process of healing 
continues.  Memories have to be regained incrementally, and in some 
cases when all vestiges of reality had been erased, the poet reminds 
his people that memory is not just collective, but also individual:

We have on this earth what makes life worth living 
the return of April
the aroma of bread at dawn 
a woman’s opinions of men 
the works of Aeschylus 
the beginnings of love 
grass on a stone 
mothers who live on a flute’s sigh 
and the invaders’ fear of memories 

(M. Darwish, “Unfortunately, It Was Paradise”)

Are you a fan of Scottish writing?

Do you enjoy reading novels and non-fiction by Scottish 
authors? How about books about Scotland or Scots? 

If so, EDUCT would welcome your views and opinions for 
publication in EDUCT News. Please contact the EDUCT News 
Editor, Simon Miles at simon-miles@sympatico.ca.

mailto:simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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Memoirs of a Bush Pilot

by David Kemp

Colin MacMillan,  From Cape 
Breton to Northwestern Ontario 
– Recollections of a bush 
pilot, aircraft mechanic and 
tourist outfitter, (Thunder Bay: 
Northwestern Ontario Aviation 
Heritage Centre, 2021), 123 
pages, 34 photographs, 4 maps, 
appendix.  Price: Cdn.$20, plus 
postage.  Order by e-mail to: 
noahc@tbaytel.net

Following the First World War the 
aviation industry expanded rapidly 
and began to challenge traditional 
methods of road, rail and water 
transport in moving people and 
goods around the world.  In a 
country such as Canada, with its 
great distances between major 
cities and many isolated small 
settlements, aviation offered 
many benefits.   In the 1920s and 
’30s, eastern Canada, where most 
of the population was located, was 
reasonably well served by road 
and rail communications, while 
ships plied the Great Lakes and 
St. Lawrence.  It was a different 
story, however, from Sault Ste. 
Marie westward through the 
northern sections of Ontario and 
the western provinces.  Such 
settlements as existed depended 
upon the railways and, except 

around the Lakehead, roads were sparse.  Indeed, until the early 
1950s, there was no road link between Sault Ste. Marie and Port 
Arthur or Fort William at the head of Lake Superior.  Travelling by land 
to western Canada involved a detour of 500 miles or so around the 
southern side of the lake through the United States.

It was into this picture that the iconic Canadian “bush pilot” appeared.  
In northwestern Ontario local airlines sprang up in the 1930s, with one 
or two small planes operating year-round on wheels, floats or skis as 
conditions required.  They were hired by mining or forestry companies 
and delivered supplies to northern indigenous communities.  At about 
the same time, the Ontario government created the Ontario Provincial 
Air Service to provide fire detection and search and rescue patrols 
across the north.  All of these services were provided by a group of men 
who flew aircraft that were not always the most up-to-date, in open 
cockpits in harsh winter conditions, without modern instrumentation 
and little in the way of weather forecasting or air traffic control.   Colin 
MacMillan was one of these men and his memoirs provide a fascinating 
account of what it was like to be a bush pilot in northwestern Ontario 
in the 1930s and ‘40s.

Colin MacMillan was born near Sydney, Nova Scotia, only a few years 
after the Wright Brothers’ first flight.  With the growing interest in 
flying in the 1920s, the Cape Breton Flying Club acquired a field on 
the MacMillan family farm and established a base from which it could 
conduct its flying activities.

After learning to fly in the early 1930s, Colin also obtained an air 
mechanic’s certificate and flying instructor’s licence.  Armed with these 
credentials, he was successful in gaining employment as a pilot with 
one of the small flying companies that were beginning to emerge in 
the fledgling Canadian aviation industry.  Business was difficult for 
these small companies and many did not survive, including the one 
for which Colin worked.  When it folded he was out of a job.  However, Colin MacMillan

A Stinson Reliant SR-9.



EDUCT News January 2022

23

by the end of the decade, with 
the spectre of war looming, the 
demand for trained workers in the 
aviation sector grew.  As a result, 
he was able to move north to Fort 
William, where Canadian Car and 
Foundry (Can-Car) was setting up 
a plant to build aircraft. There he 
worked on the Gregor Fighter and 
later the Hawker Hurricane line.  
When war broke out, Colin tried to 
enlist in the RCAF, but was told he 
was too old – at age 29!  Wanting 
to fly, rather than continue on 
the assembly line at Can-Car, he 
joined the Ontario Provincial Air 
Service, being stationed at Pays 
Plat on the north shore of Lake 
Superior for much of the time.  
There he was involved in forest 
fire fighting, search and rescue, 
as well as maintaining the base.  
One of the planes Colin flew at 
that time was the Stinson Reliant 
SR-9.  This is the plane shown 
in the first photograph here.  It 
was a high-wing float plane, 
seating 4 in addition to the pilot.  
He accumulated approximately 
1,500 hours on this type of plane 
between 1939 and 1945. 

When the paper mill was 
established along the coast at 
Marathon he moved there to 
become a pilot for the paper 
company, flying company 
personnel and customers in and 
out of the town.  Colin’s plane at 
that time was a Cessna T50.  The 
second photograph captures the 
resourcefulness that Colin and his 
colleagues had to demonstrate 
in maintaining their planes and 
changing the skis to floats and the 
other way about.  He also became 
captain of the yachts that the 
company kept on Lake Superior 
to reward its best customers with 
fishing trips into waters that were 
still unspoiled by over-fishing.  
The hunting and fishing camps he 
established were the first of what 
became an important feature of 
the tourist industry in the region.  

After spending nearly 30 years 
in the northwest Colin retired in 
1968, and in 1986 recorded his 
memoirs, which are now available 

in this book.  His writing is clear, often humorous and full of detail 
that would not make its way into conventional books on aviation.   He 
was willing to turn his hand to any task in which his help was needed, 
but did not suffer fools gladly, particularly when lives were at stake, 
during forest fires or search and rescue missions, for example.  It is 
important that personal histories such as this, prepared by those who 
participated in the events described, be made available to a broader 
public.  Hence this publication.  

Colin’s Cessna T50 having its skis replaced by floats and undergoing 
other maintenance

Promoting Your Event
If you are organizing an event or participating in an activity 
that would be of interest to fellow alumni in the GTA, please 
get in touch with our Communications Officer:  
Paul Bradley pauljfrbradley@gmail.com  

You may also join us on LinkedIn or Facebook to submit your 
information directly to participating members through these 
networks.

mailto:pauljfrbradley@gmail.com
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Scotland’s Fin-de-Siècle 
Revival

by Donald Gillies

Michael Shaw, The Fin-de-Siècle 
Scottish Revival: Romance, 
Decadence and Celtic Identity, 
(Edinburgh: Edinburgh University 
Press, 2021), xii + 300 pp. 
Illustrations: 33 figures; 13 
plates.  Bibliography: 25 pp. 
ISBN 978 1 4744 33969 (ppbk).  
Also available in hardback, web 
ready PDF, and epub.  US$29.95 
(ppbk).

Michael Shaw is a lecturer 
in Scottish Studies in the 
Department of English Literature 
at the University of Stirling, 
with a Ph.D. in 2015 from 
the University of Glasgow.  
His dissertation, focusing on 
Scottish literature and art in the 
nineteenth and early-twentieth 
centuries, with a particular 
emphasis on the 1890s, forms 
the basis of this book, his first 
monograph.  It explores the 
ways in which oppositional fin-
de-siècle styles and ideas were 
embraced by Scottish writers 
and artists hoping to develop a 
cultural revival comparable to the 
contemporaneous Irish Literary 
Revival.  Presented as the first 
book-length, interdisciplinary 
study on fin-de-siècle Scotland, 
Shaw’s research uncovers 
Scottish writers’ and artists’ 
participation in cultural defence 
and revivalism, neo-paganism, 

the occult revival, neo-Catholicism and Japonisme in Scottish 
literature and art.  It is lavishly illustrated, drawing on myriad 
international resources, enhancing the reader’s understanding of the 
history of this important but little known era in the life Scotland.

Fin-de-siècle, a French phrase meaning end of century, in Western 
culture is applied specifically as a historical term to the end of the 
nineteenth century and even more specifically to its final decade of 
1890.  It is an umbrella term embracing symbolism, decadence and 
all related phenomena (e.g., art nouveau) which reached their peak 
during the 1890s.  Almost synonymous with other expressions such 
as the eighteen nineties, the mauve decade, the yellow decade and 
the naughty nineties, the term fin-de-siècle, however, expresses an 
apocalyptic sense of the end of a phase of civilisation.  The real end 
of this era came not in 1900 but with the First World War in 1914.

As Shaw reminds us, the long life of British culture has been 
intertwined with that of its Celtic nations: Cornish, Irish, Manx, 
Scottish and Welsh.  Of these, Irish culture has flourished, in English 
and Gaelic, throughout Ireland.  What came to be known as the Irish 
Revival, a resurgence of Irish nationalism and culture, began in the 
last quarter of the nineteenth century and flourished until the 1920s, 
driving cultural, linguistic and political expressions throughout the 
Irish Home Rule debate that dominated UK politics and eventually 
established the Irish Free State in 1922.  Scotland, in turn, keenly 
aware of Celtic Ireland’s powerful revival of the goal of independence, 
set out on a similar Celtic path.  Scottish culture, in English, Gaelic 
and Scots, was already evolving differently and regionally in the 
Highlands and Lowlands when in 1895 Patrick Geddes published 
a crucial article, “The Scots Renasence,” calling for a “revival of 
the nation’s cultural health and collective national identification 
with Celtic literature, arts and tradition.”  This sentiment found the 

Scottish Home Rule Association 
heraldry, incorporating the 
coat-of-arms of independent 
Scotland before the 1707 Union 
of Parliaments  
Credit: National Library of 
Scotland

Jehanne d’Arc et sa Garde Ecossaise (1896). John Duncan, 
symbolist painter, celebrating Franco-Scottish connections 
representing shared international antagonism towards English 
domination  
Credit: City of Edinburgh Museums and Galleries
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requisite political partnership 
with Scottish nationalists the 
following year. 

Within the constitutional 
structure of the United Kingdom, 
Scottish liberty and its position 
within the Union were seen 
by the de facto governing 
bourgeoisie not as antagonistic 
but as mutually supportive.  This 
bourgeoisie held operational 
control through Scotland’s 
various institutions  – church, 
law, education, local government 
at different levels and the 
periodical press – a condition 
labelled by one historian as 
“unionist nationalism.”   Such 
a benign state-of-affairs 
notwithstanding, by the 1850s 
there were “nascent signs of 
Scottish discontent within the 
United Kingdom’s constitutional 
dynamics”, becoming 
concentrated in the Scottish 
Home Rule Association in 1886.  
Scottish Home Rule developed 
into a powerful movement 
that “came seriously close to 
dominating Scottish politics 
before the outbreak of war in 
1914”.  These were among the 
forces at work in the Scottish fin-
de-siècle.

Shaw’s research reveals 
concerns, distinct from but 
cognate with what was 
happening in Ireland, over 
cultural defence and revivalism in 
that period, evident in the work 
of a number of writers and artists 
including the seminal Patrick 
Geddes, Robert Louis Stevenson, 
Fiona Macleod (pen name of 
William Sharp), Charles Rennie 
Mackintosh, Mona Caird, Arthur 
Conan Doyle, John Duncan and 
other contributors to Geddes’s 
The Evergreen magazine.  Other 
writers referenced by Shaw 
in this context are Matthew 
Arnold, J.M. Barrie, Charles 
Baudelaire, John Stuart Blackie, 
John Buchan, Thomas Carlyle, 
R.B. Cunninghame Graham, E.M. 
Forster, Marjory Kennedy Fraser, 
Hugh MacDiarmid (pen name 
of Christopher Murray Grieve), 

Maurice Maeterlinck, Graeme Morton, Edwin Muir, Neil Munro, 
Friedrich Nietzsche, Allan Ramsay, Bram Stoker, Walt Whitman and 
William Butler Yeats.  This rich panoply, variously familiar, including 
many associated with our university over the last century and a 
half, serves to convey the broad sweep of Shaw’s densely detailed 
work.  Situating Scottish literature and art alongside international 
developments in culture, especially the rise of decadence, symbolism 
and Celticism, Shaw demonstrates the ways in which dissident 
fin-de-siècle styles and ideas supported and defined the Scottish 
Revival.  Readers diving into the book’s depths will resurface trailing 
a lifetime’s strands of revelations to integrate with what they know of 
Scottish culture.

Patrick Geddes’s role in this aspect of Scotland’s cultural history 
merits particular emphasis.  He was a Scottish biologist, sociologist, 
geographer, philanthropist and pioneering town planner, known 
for his innovative thinking in the fields of urban planning and 
sociology.  He introduced the concept of region to architecture and 
planning and coined the term conurbation.  Later, he elaborated the 
term neotechnics as the way of remaking a world apart from over-
commercialization and money dominance.  His contributions are 
at the core of the period dealt with by Shaw, entwined throughout 
the book.  Principal among them is his journal The Evergreen: A 
Northern Seasonal.  Published as a four-issue print run semi-annually 
in 1895-7 by Patrick Geddes & Colleagues in Edinburgh’s Lawnmarket 

Patrick Geddes in The Masque 
of Learning (1912) during the Scottish 
pageantry revival  
Credit: University of Strathclyde Library
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and in London, it was produced 
out of interlacing connections as 
complex as those of the Celtic 
knot-work it showcased in its 
imagery.  Its topics included arts 
and crafts, Scottish renascence, 
pan-Celticism, and ideas for urban 
renewal enhanced by what, in the 
modern world, would be called an 
ecological concern with nature and 
green space.  With local roots and 
international aspirations, it aimed 
at expressing a message of social 
regeneration by uniting art and 
science in the architecture of the 
page and the built environment, 
as expressed in Geddes’s triad 
of “sympathy, synergy, and 
synthesis”.  Commentary by a 
current scholar captures its vital 
status: “As a magazine of art and 
literature capacious enough to 
include science, sociology, and 
civics in its pages, and courageous 
enough to combine aesthetics and 
ideology in its outlook, The Evergreen: A Northern Seasonal registers 
an innovative Scottish alternative to the avant-garde periodicals 
coming out of London at the fin-de-siècle”. 

Shaw’s book is one of 56 in the series Edinburgh Critical Studies in 
Victorian Culture.  The section of the Edinburgh University Press’s 
website devoted to the series reveals the vast range of research 
and scholarship available well outside the popular image, derived 
from art and literature, of what Victorian Scotland was like.  The 
editor of the series provides an extensive and elaborate rationale 
for its publication: It “aims to take up both the debates and the 
inventive approaches and departures from convention that studies 
in the nineteenth century have witnessed for the last half century at 
least.  Aiming to maintain a ‘Victorian’ (in the most positive sense 
of that motif) spirit of inquiry, the series’ purpose is to continue and 
augment the cross-fertilisation of interdisciplinary approaches, and 
to offer, in addition, a number of timely and untimely revisions of 
Victorian literature, culture, history and identity.  At the same time, 
the series will ask questions concerning what has been missed or 
improperly received, misread, or not read at all, in order to present 
a multi-faceted and heterogeneous kaleidoscope of representations.  
Drawing on the most provocative, thoughtful and original research, 
the series will seek to prod at the notion of the ‘Victorian,’ and in 
so doing, principally through theoretically and epistemologically 
sophisticated close readings of the historicity of literature and culture 
in the nineteenth century, to offer the reader provocative insights 
into a world that is at once overly familiar, and irreducibly different, 
other and strange … not simply to push at the boundaries of research 
in the nineteenth century, but also to inaugurate the persistent 
erasure and provisional, strategic redrawing of those borders.”

Of Shaw’s contribution to this recondite realm, quoting from various 
commentators, we can say that he “provides a major re-evaluation of 
late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century Scottish literature and 
culture”, and that he “ranges much further than Geddes and is full 

A SPECIAL OFFER TO EDUCT 
MEMBERS

Would you like to own a copy of 
the latest book on the University 
of Edinburgh?

Jean Grier and Mary Bownes, 
Private Giving, Public Good: 
The Impact of Philanthropy at 
the University of Edinburgh, 
(Edinburgh: University of 
Edinburgh Press, 2014), 224 pp., 
£30.

EDUCT would like to make it 
possible for every member to 
own a copy of this magnificent 
book on our University.  We have 
arranged for a slight discount 
to be offered to members.  Just 
how much we can offer off the 
market price of £30 depends on 
our shipping costs.  If you would 
like to purchase a copy, or if you 
are planning to visit Edinburgh 
soon and can help with the 
transport of a few copies at no 
charge, please contact Simon 
Miles at 416-466-8793 or  
simon-miles@sympatico.ca. 

For a review of the book, see 
EDUCT News, September 2014, 
p.19.

Cover of The Evergreen:  
A Northern Seasonal 
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of insights on the complicated 
cultural intersections of the 
1890s.  But it is the figure of 
Geddes, with his hugely diverse 
range of preoccupations and 
projects, his inconsistencies and 
conflicts, that best embodies 
the ambitions and challenges 
of Shaw’s wider study.  One 
impetus behind this book is to 
explore further relationships 
between fin-de-siècle Scotland 
and its links to the Scottish 
Renaissance.  Shaw responds 
magnificently to this demand to 
read Scotland in the 1890s in 
terms of broader interrogations 
of modernity and civilisation 

across Europe.”  It is a “ground-
breaking piece of scholarship”, 
a “treasure trove of fascinating 
information about the concerns 
and international influences 
which animated the cultural 
scene in late nineteenth-century 
Scotland” and a “fascinating 
study [that] provides a major re-
evaluation of late nineteenth and 
early twentieth-century Scottish 
literature and culture”.  As 
well, reaching out past Scottish 
studies, “it offers a new way to 
approach commonly taught and 
researched Scottish authors, and 
an opportunity for instructors to 
expand beyond these canonical 
figures”.

To the reader it soon becomes 
obvious that Shaw is writing 
about high culture.  As 
commonly understood, high 
culture identifies the culture 
of an upper or aristocratic 
class or of a status class – the 
intelligentsia.  In its essence 
the book immerses itself in an 
esoteric cultural pool beyond the 
ken of most Scots in both the fin-
de-siècle and today.  We know 
about Sir William Wallace, Robert 
the Bruce, the Jacobites in 1715 
and 1745, Prince Charles Edward 
Stuart, the Scottish Clearances, 

Robert Burns and Burns Suppers, Hogmanay, Scottish troops in 
the Boer War, the Scottish diaspora, tartan and tartanry, the Tartan 
Army, “Save the Argylls”, Oor Wullie and The Broons, Andy Stewart, 
Sir Billy Connolly, the Scottish Parliament and nationalist politics, not 
to mention the arcane special knowledge of EDUCT members.  But 
what do we really know about fin-de-siècle Scotland?

We can learn all we may wish to know from Shaw’s book.  Shaw 
addresses his curiously intriguing, even puzzling, title and its subject 
matter in five chapters – The Scottish Romance Revival; The Belgian 
Revival and Japonisme in Scotland; Neo-Pagan Scotland: Fashioning 
Origins; The Occult Revival; The Pageant Revival: Popularising 
Renascence – along with a summarising proleptic Envoy.  The 
perceptive EDUCT reader will, after a moment or two, realize that 
the terms from the book’s subtitle – romance, decadence, and Celtic 
identity – do not appear in the chapter titles.

Not long after opening the book it also becomes evident that it 
abounds in terms of art, that is, words or phrases that have a 
precise, specialized meaning within a field or profession.  Critical 
Studies in Victorian Culture is certainly such a field.  The following 
are some of its core terms of art, brief descriptions of which you may 
find of interest in the context of this review.

Victorian is a term at once indicative of a strongly determined 
concept and an often notoriously vague notion, emptied of all 
meaningful content by the many journalistic misconceptions that 
persist about the inhabitants and cultures of the British Isles and 
Queen Victoria’s empire in the nineteenth century.  As such, it has 
become a byword for the assumption of various, often contradictory, 
habits of thought, belief, behaviour and perceptions.

Decadence generally refers to an extreme manifestation of 
symbolism which appeared towards the end of the nineteenth 
century and emphasised the spiritual, the morbid and the erotic.  
The term came into use in the 1880s with, for example, the French 
journal Le Décadent published in 1886.  Decadents were inspired 
partly by a disgust at the corruption and rampant materialism of the 
modern world and partly by a related desire to escape it into realms 
of the aesthetic, fantastic, erotic or religious.  In art it can be seen 
as a major influence on the work of Dante Gabriel Rossetti, Edward 
Coley Burne-Jones, Aubrey Beardsley and Simeon Solomon.  Key 
books include Joris-Karl Huysman’s novel À Rebours (Against Nature) 
and Oscar Wilde’s The Picture of Dorian Gray.

The Belgian Revival, primarily Flemish rather than Walloon, grew out 
of late nineteenth-century  “anxieties about mounting centralization 
and cultural homogeneity across Europe … reflected in the Young 
Belgium movement … whose writers hoped to defend their national 
literary culture from increasing centralization of artistic life to 
Paris”.  Its relevance to the Scotland of that time was the “growing 
anxieties over the nation’s constitutional position, with a number 
of Scots articulating their concern that Scottish nationality and the 
nation’s political autonomy were being undermined by increasing 
centralization towards London”.

Japonisme is a French term that refers to the popularity and 
influence of Japanese art and design among a number of Western 
European artists in the nineteenth century following the forced 
reopening of foreign trade with Japan in 1858.

E.A. Hornel, Madame 
Chrysanthème. An example of 
Japonisme  
Credit: The Evergreen 2 (1895)
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Neo-pagan relates to a religious 
movement that seeks to 
incorporate beliefs or ritual 
practices from traditions outside 
main world religions, especially 
those of pre-Christian Europe 
and North America.  (Today’s 
Scottish Pagan Federation has an 
official tartan.)

Michael Shaw concludes his 
undoubtedly brilliant book with 
what he calls an envoy, itself 
a recherché term not out of 
keeping with its specialized 
scholarship, hoping that the 
work, “in uncovering the nature 
of cultural nationalism in fin-
de-siècle Scotland, as well as 
its reliance on decadence and 
international colloquy, provides 
a platform to scrutinise more 
fully the ties between the 
late Victorian and the modern 
Scotland … By recovering 
Scotland’s fin-de-siècle, we not 
only grasp the complexities 
of constitutional and cultural 
tensions in the United Kingdom 
around the 1890s, and uncover 
Scottish contributions to 
several European literary and 
artistic developments, but also 
advance our understanding of 
Scottish modernism”.  In these 
aspirations we can only wish him 
well.
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Friends of EDUCT

Friends of EDUCT are recognized 
by virtue of the generosity they 
demonstrated when, as non- 
members, they donated to the 
University of Edinburgh through an 
EDUCT-initiated special fund. 

Carlyle Circle Members  
in Canada

EDUCT wishes to acknowledge the 
generosity of alumni and friends 
of the University of Edinburgh who 
have decided to leave a bequest to 
the University in their wills. They 
are recognized by the University as 
Carlyle Circle members. We extend 
our gratitude to each of them. If 
you are a member of the Carlyle 
Circle or know of such members, 
you are encouraged to contact us.

Honorary Members of EDUCT

Recipients of Honorary Degrees 
from the University of Edinburgh 
who reside in Canada are invited 
to become Honorary Members of 
EDUCT. 

MEMBERSHIP DUES

Annual membership fees are due in 
January of each year. 

If you have not yet renewed for this 
year, please send your cheque, for 
$35, payable to EDUCT, and marked 
“membership”, to our Treasurer, 
Sarah Tulley, at:  
39 Connaught Avenue 
Toronto, ON M4L 2V8.  
Or pay by INTERAC e-transfer, via 
educt.treasurer@gmail.com 

Your promptness in this regard 
greatly lightens the load on our 
volunteer Board and is thus 
much appreciated. Thank you, in 
advance, for your payment. 

Are You On Our List?

We know of over 240 alumni in the 
Toronto area. As of 31 December 
2021, we have 155 members, most 
of whom are in the Toronto area. If 
you would be interested in joining 
EDUCT, please do not hesitate to 
contact the EDUCT President or the 
Club Treasurer.

EDUCT News is published three 
times a year in January, May and 
September. Please send submissions 
or ideas for articles to the Editor: 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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design and layout
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@EDUCT1
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