
EDUCT News September 2014

1

Issue 37 January 2015

Message from the President Upcoming Club and Alumni Events

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni in 
Toronto? Please pass this newsletter on to 

anyone who might be interested

Membership fees for 2015 are due in January. If you have not yet 
renewed, please see page 26 for details.

First let me wish all our members 
and friends a Happy and Successful 
New Year.

Just before Christmas I was invited 
to attend the informal annual lunch 
which EDUCT’s past presidents have 
been holding for a number of years.  
The conversation ranged widely 
(e.g., Elvis Presley, the highlights of 
TIFF, Shakespeare and best recent 
Scottish novels).  This provoked, 
among many ideas, those of starting 
an EDUCT Book Club and a regular 
film night.  Let me know if either of 
these appeals to you.
 
 I took advantage of the years of 
wisdom around the table to ask for 
views on the key roles for EDUCT.  
“Maintaining contacts”, ”developing 
engagement”, “community” and 
“fundraising” were among the 
thoughts.  This newsletter covers 
a variety of activities which are 
designed to help us achieve those 
and other goals.  I encourage you to 
get involved.  And you will also see 
that we have reached the goal of 
the EDUCT Decennial Fund - which 
will provide scholarships to students 
who otherwise might not be able, 
financially, to attend the University. 

January is the time to renew your 
membership in EDUCT.  Please take 
a moment to send us $35 (see page 
26 for details).  Thank you for your 
continued support. Stay in touch.

Alan Pearson 
 apearson@bell.net 
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Well, despite 
all evidence 
to the 
contrary, we 
have finally 
arrived at a 

reasonable 
facsimile of 
summer and 

our thoughts can turn to outdoor 
activities.  On June 8 we hope 
you’ll join us for our AGM 
(alfresco) followed by our second 
lawn-bowling event.  Amateur and 
novice lawn-bowlers are welcome 
and actively encouraged – there 
really is very little chance of injury, 
which makes it a very appealing 
sport. 
 

We’re also very excited that the 
University will be holding its 2014 
Alumni Weekend Abroad here, in 
Toronto from June 19-21.  Look for 
more information at: 
www.ed.ac.uk/alumni/toronto-
2014  
 

On July 26, we’ll continue to enjoy 
the outdoors with a Barbecue at 
Graham and Fionna Ferguson’s 
home in Caledon. 
 

At the AGM I will be passing on the 
President’s mantle to Alan Pearson 
and I can’t think of a better 
candidate to take on the role.  It’s 
been an honour to serve on the 
EDUCT Board with a group of 
alumni who are dedicated to 
supporting the University and who 
devote a lot of their time to 
organising our many events.  
Please continue to come out and 
support us.  It has also been a 
pleasure to meet so many of you 
and to see the camaraderie that 
has been fostered by EDUCT. 
 

And since we are into a Provincial 
election, do vote on June 12. 
 

Toni McGregor 

Upcoming Club and Alumni Events 
 

Annual General Meeting 
When Sunday, 8 June 2014, 12:15 pm 
Where The Etobicoke Lawn Bowling Club, on the East side of Islington, just south of Dundas St. 

West, Toronto. 
Details There is no charge for the AGM. 
Questions Toni McGregor, tonimcg@cogeco.ca, 905-637-9015 

 

EDUCT’S Second Lawn Bowling Championship 
When Sunday, 8 June 2014, 1:30 pm 
Where The Etobicoke Lawn Bowling Club, on the East side of Islington, just south of Dundas St. 

West, Toronto. Phone: 416-239-5315. 
Details Mike and Linda Mason will be our hosts for this chance to get some gentle, healthy exercise 

and competition in a relaxed social atmosphere. It is perhaps the only outdoor sport where 
men and women, young and old, ex-jocks and ex-loafers, can all compete on an equal 
footing. It is easy to learn. Dress is casual. All you need are flat-soled shoes or sneakers 
(with no heels). 

Cost $10 for members and guests; $15 for non-member alumni and guests. 
RSVP Toni McGregor, tonimcg@cogeco.ca, 905-637-9015 

Meeting of The General Council of the University of Edinburgh in Toronto 
When Thursday to Saturday, 19 to 21 June 2014. 
Where Various central Toronto locations. 
Details The University is honouring Toronto by holding its June 2014 General Council meeting here 

on Saturday 21 June.  By now, you should have received an invitation and more details on 
the programme for the three days of associated events from the University.  If you have not, 
then please try this link for information and booking arrangements: 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/alumni/services/news/events/toronto-2014/accommodation-
booking/booking  
If you experience any difficulty in making a booking online, do contact Eilidh Campbell, at the 
University, at Eilidh.Campbell@ed.ac.uk or phone her 011-44-131-650-2242.  Eilidh can 
make your bookings for both the free events and those for which there is a charge. 

 

EDUCT’S First Barbeque: Hosted by Graham and Fionna Ferguson 
When Saturday, 26 July 2014, 4:00 pm 

Where The country home of Graham and Fionna Ferguson, in Caledon. 
Details 
 

The Fergusons will be our hosts for this late afternoon and early evening party in a beautiful 
setting near the head of the Humber River which is literally at the bottom of the garden.  
Children are welcome. 
Steak, salmon, salad, dessert and soft drinks are included.  To satisfy your particular 
preferences for alcohol, please BYOB.  Musicians are encouraged to bring their instruments. 
Dress is casual.  If it is hot, a swimming pool is available.  In the event of rain, there is plenty 
of space inside.  Arrangements for car pooling and lifts will be made.  Let us know your 
needs.  More details to follow.  If you have not received your invitation by 26 June, please let 
us know. 

Cost $25 for members and guests; $15 for children under thirteen (and BYOB as per your 
pleasure). 

RSVP Toni McGregor, tonimcg@cogeco.ca, 905-637-9015 
 

Message from the President 

 

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni in 
Toronto? Please pass this newsletter on  

to anyone who might be interested. 

Membership fees for 2014 were due in January.   
If you have not yet renewed, please see page 30 for details. 

The 2015 Burns Nightcap
When:  Thursday, 22 January 2015, 6:30 pm to 10:00 pm (3 days before 

Burns). 
Where: The Duke of Kent, on Yonge Street, east side, at Roehampton 

Avenue, just north of Eglinton Avenue East.  Parking underground 
across Yonge, or surface lot on Roehampton.

Details: All are part of the entertainment. 
Cost: $40 for members and guests; $45 for non-member alumni.
Questions:  Toni McGregor, tonimcg@cogeco.ca   905-637-9015   

University of Edinburgh Applicants Session   
When: Wednesday, 4 March 2015, 6:30 pm 
Where: St. Andrew’s Lounge, St Andrew’s Club and Conference Centre, 27th 

Floor, 150 King Street West, Toronto (King at University Avenue) 
Details: The University is the organizer of this information session for would-

be Edinburgh students.  As in past years, EDUCT will provide some 
speakers to talk about their experiences at Edinburgh.  Recent 
graduates and alumni are particularly encouraged to step forward as 
speakers.  All alumni welcome.  Invitations will be sent out by the 
University nearer the time.

Questions: Alan Pearson, apearson@bell.net   416-237-9874

EDUCT Annual Dinner
When: Friday, 17 April 2015, 6:30 pm 
Where: The Great Hall, The Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto.
Details: J. Reid Morden, MC, BA, will be our after-dinner speaker. In his talk, 

Canada - Global Citizen or Village Scold?, he will address Canada’s 
place in the world.  Mr. Morden served as Director of the Canadian 
Security Intelligence Service before becoming Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs (1991-’94) and President and CEO of Atomic Energy 
of Canada Ltd. (1994-’98).  He now runs his own public policy 
consulting company. 

Cost: $75 for members and guests; $80 non-member alumni and guests.
Questions: Simon Miles, simon-miles@sympatico.ca   416-466-8793 

Annual General Meeting and Tour of House in the Style of Frank 
Lloyd Wright 
When: Sunday, 7 June 2015, 2:00 pm for AGM; 3:00 pm for talk, tour + 

wine and cheese
Where: The home of Pat and Jim Main, 2 St. Leonard’s Avenue, Toronto, 

M4N 1J9. 
Details: The house is built in the style of Frank Lloyd Wright. At 3:00 pm a 

talk on the architecture of Frank Lloyd Wright will be given by Edwin 
Rowse, President of ERA Architects and an Edinburgh graduate.  
Pat Main will then conduct tours of the house and we will enjoy 
wine and cheese in the garden until 5:00 pm.  We are limited to 24 
people for the talk, tours and drinks, so do let us know well ahead 
of time if you are interested.

Cost: There is no charge for the AGM; $15 for members and guests for 
the talk, tour and drinks.

Questions:  Alan Pearson, apearson@bell.net  416-237-9874 or Simon Miles, 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca  416-466-8793 
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Our Scottish Referendum Evening: All Those Questions!
by Paul Bradley

In Anglo-Saxon culture important matters of state are best dissected 
in a group, over drinks, at a pub.  Following this convention, a group of 
University of Edinburgh graduates met at the Duke of Kent on Referendum 
Day – Thursday, 18 September 2014.  It would have been better to have 
met at the “George Square” or the “Duke of Buccleuch”, but our available 
choices of pub offered a tantalizing glimpse at one of the benefits of 
independence.  There are more Irish pubs in the world than Scottish: I 
am sure this was not true before 1922, but it is true now.  Independence 
provides the opportunity to promote one’s national character.  Thus there 
is an Irish Embassy in Toronto, but no equivalent Scottish consular outpost, 
where one can get a drink.  And, following the referendum there likely never 
will.

Watching events unfold over a pirated Internet feed of the STV election 
night coverage, while sitting in Toronto, offers perspective.  And for some of 
the assembled company that perspective was informed by past referenda in 
Québec and by the Canadian experience of living under the type of federal 
political system that might have emerged from a ‘Yes’ vote in Scotland.

Those who had witnessed the last referendum in Québec understood the 
benefit of an unequivocal question.  And, the politicians from the cradle 
of the Enlightenment duly delivered – Should Scotland be an Independent 
Country?

But, from Toronto, the vote looked less like a clear-cut, well-deserved act of 
self-determination and more like a negotiated shift in the balance of power.  
The catalyst was an election promise, not generations of oppression.  The 
referendum was the product of discussion between politicians in London and 
Edinburgh.  It felt a bit Morningside.  Where was the popular uprising, the 
call to arms?

Discussions at different tables around the room reflected the difficulty in 
comprehending the benefits of a ‘Yes’ vote.  That one simple question had 
sparked a stream of others.  Why create another small nation, with no voice 
in the crowded debating chambers of international affairs?  Why introduce 
all this uncertainty over the everyday minutiae of life?  Would the BBC still 
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and Richards wisely observed:  “You can’t always get what you want, but if 
you try sometimes, well, you might just find you get what you need”.  That 
seems like a decent summation of a long campaign and the day of voting.  
Scotland had not necessarily satisfied its emotional want, but it had got 
what it needed.

And the result of our ballot, which we offered to make available as a 
tiebreaker in the event of a dead heat in Scotland?  Eighty percent voted no 
to Scotland becoming an independent country.  And, as a result, we were 
probably humming another Rolling Stones song: Satisfaction.

Career Connections Event Signals Employment Prospects May 
Be Improving

by Josh Gillespie

On 29 October a number of University of Edinburgh graduates convened 
for a networking event at the House on Parliament Pub in Cabbagetown.  
The event was part of the Career Connections programme established by 
EDUCT to help graduates (especially fresh ones) either find or further their 
career path by facilitating access to other Edinburgh graduates who are 

more established 
in their careers.  
As ever, the 
gathering enabled 
some meaningful 
contacts to be 
made for those 
who attended.  
Another 
networking 
event is being 
contemplated for 
the latter part of 
the first half of 
the year.

be available?  Would Scots have to 
apply to join the EU?  None of the 
difficulties seemed to be offset by 
the corresponding excitement of 
freedom or independence.

As a check on our conservative 
impulses we conducted our own 
secret ballot to see if the talk 
masked a secret yearning for an 
independent Scotland.  It is possible 
that voting in the pub was influenced 
by the surroundings: a combination 
of Union Jack party hats and a large 
Saltire hung on the wall to remind 
everyone of our connection – the 
profoundly international University 
of Edinburgh.  

We had hoped that the time zone 
difference would act in our favour 
and we would be treated to a pacey 
revelation of the results from each 
of the voting districts as we drank 
our pints.  In fact, a combination 
of traffic accidents on the A90 and 
the slow, but careful, transfer of the 
ballot boxes to the counting centres 
meant that only a handful of results 
were released by the time the 
anticipation in the room peaked.

Mid-evening, the excitement at the 
Duke of Kent started to leak away 
with the early results, which made 
it clear that independence would not 
be forthcoming at this referendum.  
It reminded one of another time 
when hoped-for revolution did not 
materialize, but when the seeds 
were sowed of more significant 
changes to come: The Sixties.  In 
that context, who better to provide 
an enduring outlook on events and 
something we could even sing on 
the way home?  No, not The Corries, 
but The Rolling Stones.  As Jagger 

Madeleine Lefebvre and her friend Susan Siddeley : 
great supporters of a secret ballot

Spotted, early the morning after, by 
Chris Valley Ban

Connecting: Rani Pooran, Christine 
Saunders and Con Healy
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Tenuta il Poggione 2011; 
Brunello di Montalcino, 
Tenute di Toscana 2008 
(LCBO); Morellino Di 
Scansano, Cantine & 
Fattorie Moris 2012 
(LCBO); and, Bolgheri, 
Tenuta Argentiera, Poggio 
Al Ginepri 2011.  
For the first two or three 
wines respectable efforts 
were being made to 
write tasting notes.  By 
the fourth wine many 
were stumbling in this 
labour, but when the 
fifth wine was brought 
out for tasting, the focus 
had shifted entirely to 
sipping from jotting.  
Our sommelier guided 
us through examining 
the appearance of each 
wine as it was poured, to 
identifying the aroma in 
the glass, the sensations 
on initial tasting and 
finding the appropriate 
adjectives for each wine’s 
finish.  

His assistance was 
much appreciated in 
distinguishing between 
five reds made from 
exactly the same grape.  
The blended, Bolgheri 
was by far the most 
extravagant offering, 
heavy and deep red, 
closer to the colour of 
sanguis Jovis than the 
straight Sangiovese 
goods: a little too 
substantial for this 
writer’s liking.
While only two of the 
wines we tasted are 
available in the LCBO 
Vintages section, EDUCT’s 
top Sangiovese selection 
was one of these.  After 
assiduous testing and re-

testing, to establish it really was as good as it seemed on first tasting, the 
Brunello di Montalcino emerged as the capo di tutti capi.  And, to leaven the 
effects of arduous tasting, re-tasting, rating and comparing, we matched 
the wines with a selection of cheeses.

The twenty first century is the era of the expert, of the oenologist.  But an 
EDUCT wine tasting takes its direction from an earlier age, from the spirit 

EDUCT’S	Virtual	and	Victual	
Visit	to	Tuscany
by Paul Bradley
As summer’s all too short lease 
fades and autumn slides into winter, 
it is EDUCT’s tradition to mark the 
occasion with a sampling of grape 
or grain.  After 2013’s epic re-
enactment of Whisky Galore!, 2014 
marked a return to the vine.  Our 
evening’s guide, Toronto-based 
master sommelier Igal Amsallem, 
elected to take us on a Tuscan gita, 
with an emphasis on the wide-
ranging variety of red wines made 
from the Sangiovese - sanguis Jovis 
- grape.

The towns and villages of Tuscany 
were an essential stop on the Grand 
Tours of the nineteenth century and 
underwent a broader British invasion 
in the twentieth century, as the 
Italian holiday destination of choice.  
Our docente had chosen with some 
prescience, as most of the assembled 
group had travelled to the region and 
had enjoyed its wines.

In a brief introduction and as 
preparation for our evening’s 
endeavours we learned about 
Tuscany’s devotion to the Sangiovese 
varietal and the area’s almost ideal 
conditions for viniculture.  The 
region has a virtuous combination 
of weather and soil conditions for 
viticulture that are scarcely matched 
in Italy or elsewhere. 

With the six red wines that had been 
selected for tasting, we were about 
to embark on an enjoyable circuit 
of Tuscany: from Chianti in the 
north, clockwise to Montepulciano 
in the east, around westwards to 
Montalcino and then over to Livorno 
on the Ligurian sea.  And, lest we 
become addicted to a Sangiovese 
monoculture, the wine reserved for 
the conclusion of the tasting – the 
Bolgheri – was a super-Tuscan: 
a blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Cabernet Franc and Merlot.

The six wines presented for 
tasting were: Chianti Colli Senesi, 
Berardenga Fattoria Felsina 2012; 
Rosso di Montepulciano, Fattoria Del 
Cerro 2011; Rosso di Montalcino, 

In the beginning….there were twelve red bottles

What was that about a dry wine tasting? 

President Alan Pearson interprets this signal 
from Igal Amsallem, the sommelier, to mean 
“drink up”
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And now, thanks to the generosity of Toronto-area alumni and friends, we 
have met the target a year sooner than planned.

The	members	of	EDUCT’s	fundraising	committee	for	this	Fund	are:
   Nean Allman
   Paul Bradley
   James Hunter (chair)
   John McNeil 
   Simon Miles
   Mairi Rosko (Edinburgh).

The	following	supporters	made	financial	contributions	in	2014:

Waverley ($2,000 and over)
   Edinburgh University Club of Toronto
   Mr. James Hunter
   Mr. John McNeil
   Mr. Alan Williamson

Meadows ($1,000 - $1,999)
   Mr. Paul Bradley
   Mr. David McCulloch

Greyfriars  ($100- $499)
   Dr. Anne Andrew
   Mr. Suchaet Bhardwaj
   Mrs. Sarah Blair
   Dr. Anne Brusby
   Miss Lyndsay Caslick
   Mr. Harry Ferguson
   Professor Pierre Flor-Henry
   Dr. Ramneek Grewal
   Mr. Alasdair Hamilton
   Miss Catherine Macdonald
   Dr. Marianne McLean
   Mr. Simon Miles
   Dr. David Mowat
   Miss Betty Mobbs
   Dr. Bernard O’Dwyer
   Mr. David Rawcliffe
   Rev. Professor Donald Smith
   Mr. Donald Taylor
   Anonymous

Other
   Dr. Amber Annett
   Mr. Alan Fraser
   Miss Jennifer Mah
   Mr. Jason Major
   Ms. Wendy McPherson
   Ms. Meryl Tabah.

Our 2014 supporters also include some very generous souls who donated in 
2012 and in 2013.

Thank you all. 

Starting in 2015, four students will be selected as recipients of EDUCT 
bursaries provided by this Fund.  We’ll likely never meet them.  But then, 
who among us met the people who went before us, whose generosity made 

of the nineteenth century educated 
amateurs, the enquiring spirits touring 
Tuscany.  An EDUCT wine tasting could 
be undertaken with a sense of purely 
scientific enquiry, but fortunately it 
isn’t.  It is an opportunity to acquaint 
and re-acquaint with fellow alumni, 
to catch up on news, to meet recent 
graduates, to gossip and perhaps 
assist someone with timely or pertinent 
advice.  It is an occasion on which 
(metaphorically and responsibly, of 
course) to get drunk without ceasing … 
with wine, with poetry, or with virtue. 

But, the words that seem most apt 
to describe an EDUCT wine tasting 
evening fall to one of those nineteenth 
century travellers in Tuscany.  A 
poet who made the journey as far as 
Livorno, but no further, in his words: 
I have drunken deep of joy, And I will 
taste no other wine tonight.

EDUCT thanks Paul Bradley for having 
taken a training course on Tuscan 
wines, in Tuscany, with the full support 
of his wife Kim, prior to his having 
kindly organized the wine tasting.  We 
also thank Chris Valley Ban for having 
provided the splendid space.

EDUCT Decennial Endowment 
Fund Hits The Target
by James Hunter

The EDUCT Decennial Endowment 
Fund was set up by EDUCT in 2012 
to mark the tenth anniversary of the 
foundation of EDUCT in 2002.
The idea was to try and raise £100,000 
to create a permanent endowment 
which would provide four bursaries 
of £1,000 each year to deserving 
students.

As of 14 January 2015, the target 
has been met.  The Fund stands at 
£102,890.  This balance does not 
include earnings from dividends and 
interest accruing to the capital value of 
the Fund.

The idea for starting the Fund came 
about at the 2011 Past Presidents’ 
lunch where various ideas were 
tossed about for commemorating 
our upcoming (as it then was) tenth 
anniversary.
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Edinburgh what it was for us when 
we were there?

EDUCT Geography Centenary 
Fund – Progress Report: 
Moving Beyond Fifty 

by Simon Miles

This year the EDUCT Geography 
Centenary Fund provided support 
for post-graduate research being 
undertaken by Lizzie Dingle.  A 
summary of Lizzie’s research is 
provided in the next article.

The Fund, which will remain open 
indefinitely, continues to grow.  At 
the end of October, the latest data 
we had at the time of writing, the 
total investment stood at £52,013.  
As was the case last year, this year 
we continued to focus our efforts on 
the EDUCT Decennial Fund, on which 
Jim Hunter reports such success in 
the preceding article.  Recognizing 
this, it was very encouraging to have 
seven more generous donations to 
the EGCF this year.  Since not all 
seven donations had been received 
and invested at the time of writing, 
we are now clearly moving beyond 
our last milestone of £50,000.  Any 
assistance you can give to help us 
get to the next milestone of £60,000 
would be much appreciated by all in 
Edinburgh.  

This being the January issue of 
the newsletter, we are identifying 
these seven donors.  We wish to 
extend our thanks to them for their 
generosity.  

There was one first-time donor to 
this Fund, Findlay Orr, M.B.Ch.B., 
1956, Consultant Physician (retired), 
of Burlington, Ontario.

Since the other six are repeat 
donors, we have not listed their 
degrees this time. They are as 
follows.

• A second generous donation 
from John Stager, of Vancouver, 
Canada.

• A third generous donation 
from Len Evenden, of West 
Vancouver, Canada.

• A fourth generous donation from Janette Hannah, of Hanover, NH, 
USA.

• A fifth generous donation from Simon Miles, of Toronto.
• And a sixth generous donation from: David Kemp, of Thunder Bay, 

Ontario; and, R.	Geoffrey	Rose, of Pointe Clair, Québec, and England. 

Our thanks are extended to all.  

In June of 2014, Professor Danny Dorling, of the University of Oxford, 
delivered the J.Wreford Watson Lecture.  We are now able to provide a link 
to the podcast.  Go to: http://bit.ly/1zTNbaY

Doctoral Research Supported by the EDUCT Geography 
Centenary Fund 

by Simon Miles
This year, the third year for awards from the EDUCT Geography Centenary 
Fund, the award was made to one post-graduate student: Elizabeth Dingle.  
I have worked with her to provide the following capsule summary of her 
doctoral research in order to give donors to the Fund a good sense of what 
they are helping to make possible. 

Elizabeth Dingle really prefers to be called Lizzie.  Lizzie grew up in Devon, 
a beautiful part of south-west England.  Before she attended Durham 
University she had not lived in a city.  And neither had she studied any 
geography.  However, in a gap year, prior to attending Durham, she had the 
good fortune to spend five weeks in The Yukon.  This introduced her to the 
dramatic geological formations of northern Canada.  She was particularly 
impressed by the enormous power of the ice sheets that had covered the 
region and had done so much to change the landscape over many thousands 
of years.  When she arrived in Durham to read Natural Sciences she quickly 
gravitated towards geology and physical geography.  She ended up with 
a degree in physical geography with a focus on the evolution of mountain 
landscapes.  

And, being very bright, she did get a first class honours!  And that, not 
surprisingly, led to her staying on to do an M.Sc., by research, to further 
develop her understanding of mountain formation and erosion.  She had the 
opportunity to travel to Nepal to conduct research in the Himalayas.  

Upon graduation in 2011 she joined the Warrington office of W.S. Atkins, 
a global engineering firm.  She was able to spend two years as an 
environmental scientist putting her knowledge to good use on assignments 
that called for the study of such matters as the form and dynamics of 
rivers.  As in Canada, the Europeans are now in the process of restoring the 
alignments of what had been rather brutally channeled rivers.  
However, what she really wanted was to get back to pursuing her interest 
in the evolution of mountains.  She had visited Edinburgh while at Durham 
and had student friends in the School of GeoSciences.  It was her extremely 
good fortune that Professor Hugh Sinclair, of the School, was advertising 
for doctoral students to work on Himalayan river dynamics.  Yes, it was a 
perfect fit!  She was awarded a studentship from the National Environmental 
Research Council (NERC), which looks after living costs and moved to 
Edinburgh in September 2013 to start her doctoral research.  

By October 2014 Lizzie was back out in northern India working alongside 
colleagues at Delhi University.  The working title of her thesis is “River 
dynamics in the Himalayan foreland basin”.  She is focusing her research on 
five rivers flowing south eastwards out of the Himalayas and is conducting 
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whether there is any spatial 
variation in subsidence rates of 
the plate below the plain.  At 
the foot of the mountains there 
is a great trough or basin.  It is 
now full of sediment.  Lizzie’s 
hypothesis is that, if one part of 
the basin has been and possibly 
still is subsiding more rapidly 
than another part, over time 
more sediment will have been 
and possibly will be deposited 
there. The balance between 
how much sediment has been 
deposited and how quickly it 
has been subsiding is important 
as it influences the topography 
of the surface of the Plains, and 
thus, the manner in which the 
rivers flow.  

Lizzie’s first field trip involved 
going to northern India in the 
non-monsoon season when 
one can get onto the gravel in 
the valleys of the first two of 
her five rivers.  No, it is not 
anything like as glamorous 
as the armchair reader would 
imagine it to be.  It is hot, and 
one has to dig a hole of up to 
a square metre in size.  Then 
she has to sieve the material 
to categorize all the particles 

according to their size.  The finer particles are categorized when she returns 
back to Edinburgh.  Because nobody has done this before in this area, she 
is experimenting with different ways of gathering the data she needs.  One 
technique she is using to identify long-term erosion rates in the upstream 
catchment is known as cosmogenic radio-nuclide analysis.  Avid readers of 
EDUCT News may recall that this is similar to a technique used by Edwin 
Baynes in his work on understanding the rapid erosion of river valleys in 
Iceland.  In essence, cosmic rays from the sun cause the production of 
cosmogenic isotopes in rock within the top ~60 cm of the earth’s surface.  
By measuring the concentration of these cosmogenic isotopes in river sands, 
she can estimate the time taken for the rock to have been eroded from 
the surface of the hillslope and pass downstream to the sampling position.  
Lizzie can then calculate the rate at which the upstream catchment is 
eroding and therefore how much sediment is being exported over ~1000 
year timescales. 

One of the challenges she faces as she conducts her research is how best 
to assess the impact, if any, of the anthropogenic modifications of the rivers 
on her results.  Two factors, in particular, stand out: the huge barrages 
that have been erected; and, the extensive gravel mining all over the river 
beds in the Plains.  Her current view is that the barrages are likely of more 
significance.  The areas that are being mined are replenished each year 
after the monsoon but she estimates that this may still affect the results she 
is obtaining with respect to grain size.   As an aside, it is of interest to note 
that most of this gravel mining is illegal.  As in other developing countries, 
the illegal mining of resources on the “commons” is becoming a much bigger 

most of her work in the area 
where the rivers emerge from the 
mountains onto the Indo-Gangetic 
Plains.  Rivers further west in the 
Plains tend to cut down into any 
sediment they have deposited and 
thus tend not to flood.  Rivers further 
east in the Indo-Gangetic Plains 
tend to be more prone to flooding 
as these rivers tend to deposit a 
lot of sediment and thus sit higher 
than the surrounding floodplain, 
rather than cut down into it like 
those further west.  While that is 
easy to appreciate, what becomes 
more fascinating is building an 
understanding of how the rivers 
move sediment, how much they 
move, and in what form, and with 
what consequences, and how this 
process has evolved, and still is 
evolving, on any one river and, more 
generally, on all rivers in the region, 
and the implications for landscape 
evolution.  

To that end, Lizzie is particularly 
interested in examining three factors 
that may influence river dynamics.  
Firstly, there is what is known as 
the sediment flux, or the amount of 
sediment that is moving out of the 
mountains, not just now but over a 
time frame of up to 1,000 years.  
Secondly, there is the sediment grain 
size.  Somewhat surprisingly, nobody 
seems to have done much work on 
this before.  Rivers will carry large 
and small particles and clearly large 
particles will not be transported as 
far or as fast as small ones.  But we 
know very little about the grain size 
of sediment being exported from the 
mountains and how quickly these 
grain sizes reduce downstream. 

Thirdly, Lizzie is having to take 
account of the fact that the Plains, 
onto which the rivers emerge as 
they leave the mountain terrain, are 
underlain by a tectonic plate that is 
being pushed under another plate on 
which the mountains sit.  As one can 
imagine, the continuing continental 
drift (that accounted for the initial 
elevation of the Himalayas) does not 
necessarily result in an even rate of 
subsidence of the plate being pushed 
under the mountain plate.  She 
would like to be able to determine 

Lizzie Dingle takes a lunch break
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issue that governments are going to 
have to address.

Lizzie will be going out to the 
field again in the Spring, this time 
in Nepal, to work on the three 
remaining rivers.  The financial 
support from EDUCT has enabled 
her to extend her fieldwork and 
take a field assistant.  It is much 
appreciated.

Back in Edinburgh, you would think 
she would want to have a change 
of scene when relaxing.  But no…
mountain biking is one of her 
favourite pastimes and, maybe 
because Scotland has lots of 
mountains, she has biked all over 
Scotland!

In my own view, while Lizzie’s 
research will contribute to our 
understanding of the evolution of 
mountain landscapes, it is also 
likely to be of increasing value as 
populations prone to flooding have to 
become more cognizant of all of the 
factors contributing to the propensity 
of rivers to flood.  Climate change is 
expected to bring changes to river 
regimes and, in some instances, a 
greater propensity of rivers to flood.  
In my own research on Nepal it 
became apparent that the Nepalese 
are going to have to develop a better 
understanding of anticipated changes 
in climate, in precipitation and in 
other factors, such as the dynamics 
of rivers that Lizzie is working on, if 
they are to come up with adequate 
adaptation strategies. 

EDUCT wishes Lizzie every success 
for the completion of her doctoral 
research and in finding the next 
mountain to climb…in the form of a 
very rewarding career – financial and 
otherwise!  

Edinburgh’s	Collection	of	John	Macmurray’s	Writings	Greatly	
Expanded with Additions from Toronto

by Professor David Fergusson, Principal of New College, University of 
Edinburgh

Editor’s Note: In March 2012, EDUCT members greatly enjoyed a talk on 
the Edinburgh philosopher, John Macmurray, by Dr. Jack Costello, President 
of Regis College, the Jesuit school of theology at the University of Toronto.  
During the talk, Dr. Costello expressed his wish to see the collections of 
Macmurray’s writings in Edinburgh and Toronto united under one roof.  
Following that talk your Editor arranged for Dr. Costello to meet with 
Mary Bownes, then Edinburgh’s Senior Vice-Principal.  This, in turn, led to 
Edinburgh acquiring the works in Toronto, to create an extremely valuable 
collection at our University.  EDUCT expresses its thanks to Dr. Costello and 
the Macmurray family for making this possible.  Our University marked the 
occasion of the opening of the collection in Edinburgh with a symposium.  
This was organized by Professor David Fergusson, Principal of New College.  
He has kindly provided us with the following overview of the occasion.

A symposium in honour of the Edinburgh philosopher John Macmurray 
(1891–1976) was held at New College, Edinburgh, on 17 September, 
followed by a reception and exhibition of the Macmurray archive in the 
Collections Research Room of the University Library in George Square.  

Sieving and weighing river bed sediments along the Yamuna River

Professor David Fergusson
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thus producing a single consolidated archive which has now been catalogued 
by library staff.  At the recent symposium, Jack Costello (President of Regis 
College, Toronto) offered an appreciation of Macmurray’s life and work.  This 
was followed by a panel discussion featuring Professor David Fergusson 
(Professor of Divinity, Edinburgh), Mr Colin Kirkwood (a psychotherapist 
in Edinburgh), Esther McIntosh (Lecturer in Religion, Philosophy and 
Ethics, York St. John’s University) and Gordon Ferguson (Chair of the John 
Macmurray Fellowship).  The reception in the University Library was hosted 
by Vice-Principal Mary Bownes and Dr. Joe Marshall (Director of Special 
Collections).  The presence of Mrs. Jocelyn Campbell and other members of 
the Macmurray family added much to the occasion.

John Macmurray was a popular and inspirational teacher whose lectures 
to the large introductory classes in moral philosophy were likened to the 
utterances of a prophet.  The gathering of this consolidated archive in 
Edinburgh will provide a focal point for new Macmurray researchers in 
the future. It includes many unpublished lectures, manuscripts, letters, 
photographs and other memorabilia. 

Professor	Charles	Jeffery	succeeds	Professor	Mary	Bownes	as	
Senior	Vice-Principal

by Simon Miles
Professor Mary Bownes, whom a number of us have had the pleasure of 
getting to know from her visits to Toronto, has relinquished her role as 
Senior Vice-Principal (External Engagement) to assume what is hopefully the 
slightly less demanding role of Vice-Principal for Community Engagement, a 
newly-created post.  

Assuming the mantel of Senior Vice-Principal is Professor Charles Jeffery, 
who visited us at the time of the General Council meeting in Toronto in 
June 2014.  Charlie, as he likes to be called, greatly impressed us with 
his contribution as one of the lead speakers in the debate on the Scottish 
Referendum.  He also appeared, with his co-panelist and colleague Dr. Nicola 
McEwen, also of the School of Social and Political Science, in a half-hour 

The events were sponsored by 
the School of Divinity and the 
Institute for Advanced Studies in the 
Humanities.

John Macmurray was one of 
the most distinguished Scottish 
philosophers of the 20th century.  
Through his teaching and writing, his 
work has exercised a wide influence 
in intellectual and professional life.  
His most important works, The Self 
as Agent and Persons in Relation, 
emerged from his Glasgow Gifford 
Lectures in 1953–54.  These offer a 
description of the self as essentially 
active, relational and social, and so 
provide an interpersonal and holistic 
framework for addressing problems 
in ethics, education, medicine, 
religion and politics.  Macmurray’s 
influence continues to attract 
attention throughout the world, 
particularly outside philosophy, 
and it has been placed in clearer 
context since the appearance of 
the excellent biography by John E. 
Costello, John Macmurray: A Life 
(Edinburgh: Floris Books, 2002).

The University of Edinburgh has 
recently acquired a significant body 
of archival material by courtesy 
of Dr. Costello and the Macmurray 
family.  These have been shipped 
from Toronto and added to the 
existing collection held in Edinburgh, 

Professor John Macmurray

Photographed beside the 1951 Robert Lyon portrait of John Macmurray (left 
to right) are Jack Costello, Esther McIntosh, Joe Marshall and Mary Bownes. 
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interview with Steve Paikin, on 
TVO’s Agenda, to discuss the same 
subject. 

Charlie was formerly Vice-Principal 
for Public Policy and Impact.  He 
retains another hat, that of Professor 
of Politics.   The role of Senior Vice-
Principal is incredibly demanding.  
First and foremost, it involves 
standing in for Sir Timothy O’Shea, 
the Principal and Vice-Chancellor.  
However, to date, it has also come 
with a large, but variable, number 
of other responsibilities.  Of these, 
it is of particular interest to EDUCT 
that Charlie will be overseeing all 
relations with alumni, and major 
fund-raising campaigns linked to the 
University’s ongoing development.  

Charlie came to Edinburgh in 2004 
as Chair of Politics.  He has held 
a number of senior administrative 
positions, including that of Head of 
the School of Social and Political 
Science from 2009 to 2012.  He has 
led a number of research initiatives 
on Scottish and UK politics for the 
UK Economic and Social Research 
Council (ESRC) and was a member 
of the ESRC governing Council 
from 2005-11.  He chaired the 
UK Political Studies Association 
from 2011-14 and was a member 
of the Politics and International 
Studies assessment panel for the 
UK’s 2014 Research Excellence 
Framework.  He has been special 
adviser to parliamentary committees 
in Scotland and at Westminster, 
and to the EU Committee of the 
Regions.  He was a member of the 
UK Government’s Commission on 
the Consequences of Devolution 
for the House of Commons, which 
considered special arrangements for 
English legislation at Westminster.  
Most recently, he has been leading 
work coordinated for the University 
of Edinburgh on the Scottish 
constitutional debate with the 
support of the ESRC. 

Mary’s new role is a 40 per cent 
position to look after community 
engagement.  Specifically, she 
is planning to set up strategic 
alignments and partnerships with 
some of Edinburgh’s key institutions.  

These include the 
National Museums 
of Scotland, the 
National Galleries 
of Scotland, the 
Royal Zoological 
Society of 
Scotland, the Royal 
Botanic Garden in 
Edinburgh and the 
National Libraries 
of Scotland.

As Mary observes, 
the idea is that 
the University 
and these well-

established institutions will work together to deliver better research, better 
curation, better opportunities for students and better ways for the public 
to engage with the wonderful variety of materials, both living and collected 
artefacts and art works, that are present in this group of organizations 
including the University.

The University 
has had long-
term connections 
with all of these 
organizations 
and the plan is to 
put them into a 
strategic context 
to deliver more for 
the city, and for 
their for visitors.  
As Mary puts it, 
“We want to use 
the full range of 
expertise we have 
between us to 

promote and share our assets and to research and conserve and display 
what we have to offer in accessible and innovative ways.  In addition, 
we will be developing new joint Masters courses, accessing new research 
opportunities across many disciplines and developing shared facilities.”

If any of you have stunning examples of good practice in this area, Mary 
would love to hear more.

And while that may seem more than enough to account for 40 per cent 
of her daily life, Mary will continue to run her Scottish Initiative for 
Biotechnology Education team and deliver events on behalf of the University 
at the Science Festival.  Somehow, 60 per cent retired does not seem likely!

Mary’s new book, written with her Edinburgh colleague Jean Grier, is 
Private Giving, Public Good: The Impact of Philanthropy at the University of 
Edinburgh.  It is selling well.  We reviewed it in our September 2014 issue of 
EDUCT News.  We recommend it highly.

Professor Charles Jeffery

Professor Mary Bownes
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EDUCT welcomes Charlie to his new 
role and looks forward to having him 
here in Toronto again soon.  We also 
trust that there will be something 
that brings Mary back to see us 
again before long.  We wish them 
both every success.

Edinburgh University Opens 
an	Office	in	New	York

by James Hunter

In early 2014, the University opened 
a North American office at 45 
Rockefeller Plaza in New York City.  
This office is intended to promote 
the University’s activities in the 
United States and Canada.  It is the 
University’s fourth overseas office, 
the others being based in Beijing, 
Mumbai and Sao Paulo respectively.

The official Launch of the North 
American office was held on October 
22, 2014 in the Pre-Raphaelite 
splendour of the Morgan Library on 
Madison Avenue in New York.

About 180 alumni and friends of 
the University were welcomed by 
Joanna Storrar, the newly-appointed 
executive director of North American 
Office – University of Edinburgh Inc., 
and by Briana Pegado, the current 
President of Edinburgh University 
Students Association (the first 
American to hold this position).

The master of ceremonies for the 
evening was Charlie Jeffery, Senior 
Vice Principal, who introduced the 
evening’s three principal speakers.

Sir Timothy O’Shea, Principal 
and Vice-chancellor, set out 
some interesting facts about the 
University’s many links to America 
both before and after the War of 
Independence. 

He was followed by the celebrated 
historian, Sir Tom Devine, 
who described the ambiguity 
of sentiment with which Scots 
were often regarded in American 
revolutionary times: on the one 
hand, there was admiration for the 
thought leadership of the Scottish 
Enlightenment which was reflected 

in much of the theoretical underpinning of the new Republic; on the other 
hand, it is less well remembered today that Scottish regiments were at the 
forefront of the British “boots on the ground” effort, and therefore much 
reviled by the American patriots at the time.

Finally, Harald Haas, a professor of engineering at the University, explained 
how orthogonal frequency division multiplexing allows light bulbs to access 
the Internet using light rather than radio waves.  Professor Haas, a pioneer 
in the field of light transmission, outlined the theory which explains how 
light can be harnessed as an alternative medium to transmit data as current 
band-widths become overloaded.

This was indeed a great evening, marred only - for some - by the 
inclement weather which served to remind visitors of the truth universally 
acknowledged that it is a metaphysical impossibility to find a vacant cab in 
New York while it is raining.

University of Edinburgh is Number 4 in the UK for Research
by Simon Miles

In mid-December the University of Edinburgh received the wonderful news 
that the University is now ranked as number four in the UK for research.  
The Research Excellence Framework (REF) 2014 assessment was a massive 
undertaking.  The previous assessment, under the slightly different name of 
the Research Assessment Exercise, was conducted in 2008.  The rankings 
are significant.  Most obviously, about £2 billion is allocated each year for 
university research by the four higher education funding bodies in the UK.  
The rankings inform the allocation of block grants.

As Sir Tim O’Shea, Principal of our University, has observed in a video 
interview, the rankings also give potential students and researchers, and 
businesses interested in developing funding partnerships, tremendous 
confidence in approaching the University.  

The competition in the rankings exercise is fierce.  Some 154 universities 

Joanna Storrar hands the microphone to Briana Pegado to kick off the 
launch of the North American Office.
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took part and the work of over 
52,000 academic staff was assessed.  
Only those universities that receive 
a 4-star (world leading) or 3-star 
(internationally excellent) ranking 
will be eligible for government 
funding in 2015-16. 

For the first time, the REF also 
included an assessment of impact 
of the research considered…i.e., its 
impact on such matters as public 
policy, wealth creation, and quality 
of life. 

Edinburgh held the top position in 
the UK in several fields: Sociology, 
Geosciences, and Computer Science 
and Informatics.  In addition, 
Edinburgh partnered with other 
universities to make several 
submissions that also fared very 
well.  For example, with Heriot-
Watt University a joint submission 
on General Engineering came first 
in the UK, their joint submission 
on Architecture, Built Environment 
and Planning was second, and 
another on Mathematics came fifth.  
And Edinburgh’s joint submissions 
with St. Andrews did very well: 
that on Chemistry came second; 
and, that on Physics came fourth.  
Another joint submission, with the 
Scottish Rural University College, 
on Agriculture, Veterinary and Food 
Science, came first. 

The School of Geosciences fared 
particularly well.  It held its top 
spot in the UK for the second time 
running.  The School’s submission 
covered Geography, Earth Systems 
and Environmental Sciences.  Some 
95% of the School’s academic 
staff were submitted and the 
equivalent of 82 of the School’s 
full-time researchers were assessed 
as being at the ‘world leading’ or 
‘internationally excellent’ levels.  
32% of the School’s research impact 
was ranked ‘globally leading’ and 
a further 50% was regarded as 
‘internationally excellent’.

For more information on the 
rankings, and to see Sir Tim’s video 
interview go to: 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/news/2014/
ref-181214?utm_source=uoe&utm_

medium=homepage&utm_
content=feature-big-rec&utm_
campaign=ref

EDUCT extends its congratulations 
to all at Edinburgh who helped 
to make this happen.  Particular 
mention should be made of Vice 
Principal Professor Jonathan 
Seckl, who coordinated this 
massive submission.  And, 
not to be churlish, we extend 
our congratulations to Oxford, 
University College London and 
Cambridge for their top spots.

Past	Presidents’	Lunch
by James Hunter

EDUCT was founded on December 
10, 2002.  In what has become 
an annual event, the past 
Presidents of EDUCT congregated 
in December at La Maquette 
restaurant for a twelfth anniversary celebratory lunch. Our special guest was 
the current President of EDUCT, Alan Pearson.

The full roster of past presidents was in attendance, with the sole exception 
of Josh Gillespie who found himself stranded in Oakville by the frightful 
snow conditions.  Our photograph shows the cast of characters; they are, 
from left to right: Simon Miles, Paul Bradley, Alan Pearson, James Hunter, 
Margaret Reid, and Toni McGregor.

And of course, in the best traditions of EDUCT’s frugal approach to financial 
stewardship of our funds, the past presidents paid for lunch themselves.

Vice Principal Professor Jonathan Seckl
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FAMOUS ALUMNI

Robert Adam, Architect
by Simon Miles

In recognition of the University 
of Edinburgh having launched its 
campaign to refurbish the interior of 
Old College, we have selected Robert 
Adam to be the famous alumnus 
profiled in this issue of EDUCT 
News.  For more information on the 
campaign, see the article following 
this one.

Robert Adam, the architect 
responsible for the original plans 
for Old College, at the University of 
Edinburgh, was one of the leading 
architects of his time.  His style, 
broadly classified as neo-classical, 
was his own and is known as Adam 
style.  He and his brothers, James 
and John, became known for 
extending their design style beyond 
the exterior and interior of a building 
to include the design of carpets and 
furniture.  Thus the motifs around 
the edge of a chair’s seat might be 
repeated in the room’s frieze. 

Robert Adam was born in Kirkcaldy 
in 1728.  His father was a very 
successful architect in private 
practice who had been appointed 
Master Mason to the Board of 
Ordinance.  The Board was 

responsible for the providing the infrastructure for the defence of the realm.  
Following the Jacobite rebellion in 1745 there was a call for fortification of 
the Highlands.  The firm had lots of work.

Robert attended The Royal High School in Edinburgh (when it was on the 
Blackfriars Monastery site) where he received a classical education.  He 
enrolled at the University of Edinburgh in 1743 at the age of 15.  This was 
not unusual in those days.  He studied Greek Logic, Metaphysics and Natural 
Philosophy (Physics in today’s world) as core subjects, and for his pleasure 
he also read Mathematics and Anatomy.  Unfortunately, the 1745 rebellion 
interfered with his studies and at about the same time he fell ill.  He did not 
return to the University.

Upon recovery in 1746 he joined his father’s practice, where his elder 
brother John was already employed.  Two years later, his father died and 
left John the practice and Robert a house, Dowhill, on the family estate 
at Blair Adam.  Robert joined John as 
a partner in the firm, as did younger 
brother James a few years later.  John 
inherited the appointment of Master to 
the Board of Ordinance.  In those days 
one learned architecture by working in a 
practice.  Robert obviously paid attention.  
He graduated from designing fortifications 
to country houses.  His first major work, 
with his brothers, was Dumfries House.  
The plans were approved in 1754 and 
the building was finished on time and 
budget in 1759.  This is a category A 
listed building.  Although the building 
fell on hard times, thanks to the interest 
of Prince Charles and the generosity of 
the Prince’s Trust, the building has been 
restored. 

Robert Adam: Painting attributed to 
George Willison c. 1770 - 1775

Dumfries House: the first new building designed by the Adam brothers

Detail from a ceiling design 
for 5 Adelphi Terrace, London, 
by Robert Adam, circa 1771. 
Museum no. W.43-1936. 
Courtesy Victoria & Albert 
Museum
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Although the brothers worked well 
together, it was traditional for well-
heeled professionals in the arts to 
travel.  In 1749 Robert spent several 
months in London where he studied 
the architectural works of the likes 
of Inigo Jones (the architect of 
Wilton House).  His second major 
sortie began in 1754, when he 
took off for the Grand Tour of the 
continent with his brother James.  
Although James made it only as far 
as Brussels, Robert continued and 
spent nearly five years studying 
under such architects as Charles-
Louis Clérisseau, in France, and 
Giovanni Battista Piranesi, in Italy.  

Upon his return to Britain, in 1758, 
he established a practice in London 
with James.  He became immensely 
popular.  By 1761 he had been 
appointed Architect of the King’s 
Works.  He became a leading light 
in the classical revival in England 
and Scotland.  His influence is 
also evident in North America and 
Europe.  Some of his best known 
London houses include Osterley 
Park, Kenwood House and Syon 
House.  These were larger estates 
on the edge of London.  In central 
London he had many commissions.  
One of note was from one of his 
patrons, the Earl of Bute, tutor 
to the Prince of Wales, and an 
influential Tory, for a house on 
the west side of Berkeley Square.  
Before the house was finished, 
Lord Bute sold the house to Lord 
Shelburne, a leading Whig.   

There is a nice story about the 
house, first known as Shelburne 
House, that illustrates the respect 
that the Americans had for Robert 
Adam, albeit in this instance a 
respect strengthened by his links 
to their independence.  The house 
and, in particular, its Round Room 
became famous as the site of 
the negotiation of the treaty to 
grant independence to America.  
Benjamin Franklin represented the 
Americans.  Lord Shelburne, by that 
time Prime Minister, represented 
Great Britain.  Although the Treaty 
was actually signed in Paris in 
1783, the negotiations took place in 
Shelburne House.  Shortly after the 

signing, Lord Shelburne 
became the Marquess 
of Lansdowne and the 
house became known as 
Lansdowne House.  In 
the 1930s, some of the 
House was demolished 
to add a road to improve 
local traffic circulation.  
Although the Round 
Room survived, the 
Dining Room and a 
Lounge had to be 
removed.  However, an 
enterprising American, 
Fiske Kimball, of the 
Philadelphia Museum, 
acquired the Lounge 
(now known as the 
Lansdowne Room) 
and the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art acquired 
the Dining Room.  In each instance the museums wee interested in 
obtaining an example of an Adam interior.  The link to the Treaty of Paris 
(1783) and America’s independence was an added bonus.

As if Robert Adam did not have enough to keep him busy, he also became 
M.P. for Kinross-shire from 1768-74.  

And, although he was working from London, he had many clients in 
Scotland.  Most notably, in Edinburgh, much of Charlotte Square was built to 
his design.

However, for EDUCT members Robert Adam’s most famous work has 
to be the Old College.  The plans were completed in 1788 and then the 
money was raised to start the construction.  By 1791 some of the building 
was sufficiently finished to be occupied. Unfortunately, the onset of the 

Pulteney Bridge, Bath, by Robert Adam, completed in 1774.

Bute House, Number 6, Charlotte Square, 
Edinburgh, north side, by Robert Adam, circa 
1791.  The building is now the official residence 
of the First Minister of Scotland
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Napoleonic Wars, the imposition of 
income tax, and Robert’s ill-health, 
and ultimately his death in March 
of 1792, conspired to bring building 
to a halt.  More information on the 
completion of this building is to be 
found in the accompanying article 
on the campaign to refurbish the Old 
College building.

Editor’s Note: EDUCT thanks The 
Victoria and Albert Museum and 
Wikipedia for information and 
illustrations for this article.

University Launches Old 
College Law Campaign

by Simon Miles 

Old College is a building of great 
architectural importance.  Its 
foundation stone was laid on 16th 
November 1789.  In drawing up the 
original plans, the architect, Robert 
Adam, envisioned the College as 
accommodating all activities and 
needs of the University at that 
time.    Although a good portion of 
the building was erected in the first 
few years, as noted in the previous 
article on Adam, the construction 
of the building came to a halt with 
the onset of the Napoleonic Wars, 
the imposition of income tax, and 
Adam’s death in 1792.  In 1815-
16 William Henry Playfair won a 
competition to modify the plans 
for the completion of the building.   
Most notably, the two quadrangles 
featured in Adam’s plan became one.  
And although Adam had designed 
a dome over the main entrance on 
the east side, it materialized only in 
1887, to a slightly modified design 
by Robert Rowand Anderson.  The 
statue of the Golden Boy, designed 
by John Hutchinson, was installed 
atop the dome in 1888.  The building 
has undergone many modifications 
since.  With the highly successful 
completion of the quadrangle in 
2011, in which flagstones and a lawn 
were installed, the University has 
been inspired to refurbish some of 
the interior of the massive building.

Much of the building is now 
given over to the School of Law.  
Administrative offices account for 

most of the rest of the space.  However, it is fair to say that the iconic 
structure belongs to all students.  Older alumni will doubtless recall with 
immense pleasure the times spent in the cafeteria that used to be at the 
west end of the building – once one of the most important social spaces in 
the University.

Although there is to be refurbishment throughout the building, much of it 
will focus on the north side of the building, facing Chambers Street, where 
the Law School is located.  One notable feature of the improvements is that 
there will be a new law library on the ground floor, in the north-west corner 
of the building.  It will feature octagonal stacks reflecting the shape of the 
original lecture theatre above it.  This is Lecture Theatre 270, designed by 
Robert Adam, which features a magnificent skylight.  On a note of particular 
interest to EDUCT members, this is where the first of the J. Wreford Watson 
Lectures supported by EDUCT’s Geography Centenary Fund was held in 
2012.  The lecture theatre is also to be refurbished.

Other key features of the refurbishment include a new open social study 
space with a café, a central reception area, and far better access to all floors 
for disabled people.

On 23 November 2014, the University re-enacted the original procession of 
1789, some 225 years ago, that made its way through the city to the Old 
College where the original foundation stone was laid.  The re-enactment 
led to the laying of a new foundation stone in the quadrangle.  Actual 
construction work is to commence this January.  

The work is being made possible with support from the University’s Estates 
Fund.  However, more funds are required.  To this end, the University 
has launched the Old College Law Campaign.  Details of the plans for 
improvements are to be found by exploring various parts of the University’s 
web site.  A good place to start is here

Old College, looking east
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http://www.
oldcollegeredevelopment.law.ed.ac.
uk/

Funds are also being sought to build 
up an endowed fund to support 
bursaries and scholarships for law 
students.

Everyone with happy memories of 
times spent in the Old College is 
encouraged to make a contribution.  
All donations receive a charitable 
donation receipt recognized by the 
Canada Revenue Agency for tax 
purposes.

Welcome To Our New 
Members
by Simon Miles

Carys Craig

Carys Craig is Associate Dean, 
Research and Institutional Relations, 
and an Associate Professor, Osgoode 
Hall Law School, York University.  
She also happens to be the daughter 
of the internationally renowned 
Professor Cairns Craig, who gave 
us such a spirited talk on The Arts, 
Scottish Identity and Independence, 
at EDUCT’s Annual Dinner last year.

Carys was born in Aberdeen, where 
her father was starting out on his 
career as a university lecturer.  The 
family moved to Edinburgh when 
she was very young.  She attended 
Currie High School and, being very 
bright, she not only got straight 

As, she also cleaned up on the school prizes: she was awarded  the Clark 
Dalgleish Memorial Prize for academic achievement in English, Social Studies 
and Languages, and an award for Contribution to the Life of the School. 

While Edinburgh University was an obvious choice for her first degree, 
her father had discouraged her from reading English.  She believes it 
was simply that he did not want her in his classes.  But he was also very 
encouraging of her reading law.  He stressed that the study of law is an 
excellent foundation for an education, irrespective of whether one continues 
on to become a lawyer.  So she started pursuing a joint degree in Law and 
French.  She agrees with her father: she really enjoyed the first year course 
on Jurisprudence and the insights it offered her on philosophy and law and 
the politically critical look at law as a source of power.  She also benefitted 
enormously from the teaching of the likes of the late Professor Sir Neil 
MacCormick.  She also enjoyed the relatively small class size and sense of 
community at the law school.  

Her third year was one of remarkable milestones.  She went to McGill as an 
exchange student.  It was an eye-opening experience.  It introduced her to 
North America, but North America with a French twist.  It introduced her 
to her future husband, Conor Fitzpatrick, who was finishing his law degree 
there.  And it introduced her to the new field of intellectual property law.  

Intellectual property law in 1997 was still regarded, in most quarters, as 
a branch of property law.  There were few academics in the field.  Carys 
was most fortunate to be offered a job as research assistant to Professor 
David Lametti, who had just finished his D. Phil. at Oxford and joined the 
McGill faculty.  He needed some assistance in putting together a course 
in intellectual property law.  She rose to the challenge; and she found it a 
wonderful learning experience.  

She returned to Edinburgh to finish her final year and graduated with a 
first class honours LL.B.  Upon graduation, her initial plan had been to 
do her articling in Glasgow.  But, maybe to explore some options, she 
had also applied for some graduate programmes.  Queen’s University, in 
Kingston, came through with an offer of a full scholarship and she was 
back in Canada.  The Masters focused on intellectual property law and she 
again distinguished herself by winning the David Watson Memorial Prize. 
This is awarded for the article published in Queen’s Law Journal that has 
had the greatest public impact that year.  In her case, the article was cited 
favourably by the Supreme Court of Canada in a landmark ruling with 
respect to photocopying.  Yes, all of us owe Carys something for being able 
to make photocopies without payment of additional charges.   

Not surprisingly, with an LL.M. to her credit, Carys looked around for a good 
place to pursue her Senior Juris Doctorate.  The University of Toronto was 
setting up its Centre for Innovation Law and Policy.  She applied and was 
awarded a fellowship.  And then there came another lucky break.  In the 
second year of her doctoral studies she was also teaching copyright law 
part-time at Osgoode Hall.  She must have made a very good impression.  
Osgoode decided they wanted to establish a tenure track position in 
intellectual property.  She applied and got the job!  And, yes, she also got 
the Canadian work permit, so it was all legal! 

Was there time for anything else?  Of course.  She and Conor were married 
in 2006, just after she received her S.J.D., and the first baby of two arrived 
in 2007.  She has gradually taken on more responsibilities at York.  She 
is now Academic Director of the Osgoode Professional Development LL.M. 
Program in Intellectual Property Law, in addition to serving as Associate 
Dean – a role that involves ensuring that there is a supportive enabling 
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environment for research at the 
School.  And away from the realm 
of law?  Yes, she has taken up 
ballet classes.  As you can imagine, 
nobody can match a lawyer to put a 
fine spin on any situation! 

To end on a serious note, Carys 
now has three books to her name.  
For those interested in intellectual 
property law, we encourage you to 
reach to the following: 

Carys J. Craig, Copyright, 
Communication and Culture: 
Towards a Relational Theory of 
Copyright Law, (Cheltenham, 
Gloucs.: Edward Elgar Publishing, 
2011), 288 pp.

Barry B. Sookman, Steven Mason, 
Carys Craig (Eds.), Copyright: Cases 
and Commentary on the Canadian 
and International Law, 2nd edition, 
(Toronto: Carswell, 2014), 1150 pp.

Bita Amani, Carys Craig (Eds.), 
Trade-marks and Unfair Competition 
Law: Cases and Commentary, 2nd 
edition, (Toronto: Carswell, 2014), 
1140 pp. 

EDUCT welcomes Carys.

Kevin McLeod

Kevin MacLeod is a Partner in 
MacLeod and Company Digital 
Learning Strategies.  The company 
was started in 1991 by his 
father, Rob.  With Kevin’s recent 
appointment, the company is 
going through another stage in 
its continuing evolution at the 
cutting edge of providing services 
to companies and organizations 
seeking the most effective ways 
of providing instruction or learning 
opportunities to targeted groups 
of individuals.  Those groups may 
range from sales staff to students 
of dance.  Kevin’s strength is his 
experience in the use of digital 
media for education and instruction.  
As testimony to his competence, he 
has also recently been recruited by 
Ryerson University to teach, part-
time, with the Theatre School.  One 
of the challenges set forth by the 

university is integrating 
new communications 
technologies with 
traditional hands-on 
teaching methods.  He 
has had considerable 
experience working in 
theatre, both on stage 
and behind the scenes.  
Although he is now 
involved in a diverse 
range of activities, 
he consistently 
finds himself at the 
intersection of the 
arts, education and 
technology.

Kevin grew up in 
Hamilton.  At school his 
first love was acting.  
He was able to convince his junior school to let him sign off for a couple of 
weeks before Xmas to perform with Theatre Aquarius’ Christmas musical.  
Then he had the good fortune to attend Westmount Secondary School, 
which had a very strong programme in the arts.  He was able to get credits 
for his theatre work outside of school.  It was a very encouraging learning 
environment.

Shortly after graduating from Westmount in 2001, Kevin began working 
in theatrical production with companies such as The Second City and 
The Red Barn Theatre.  His earlier work with them involved running the 
lighting and sound systems.  As he progressed, he graduated to assume 
the responsibilities of technical director, stage manager, and production 
manager.  Kevin went on to work with numerous dance and comedy acts 
over the next few years.

While pursuing this work in the theatre Kevin was getting increasingly 
involved in education.  For example, Second City Education Company gave 
him the opportunity to be involved in mounting shows with customized 
learning content for targeted young audiences.  And since 2010 he has 
worked with Canada’s National Ballet School where he has been responsible, 
initially, for producing the audio and video content for theatrical, educational 
and marketing needs, and more recently for contributing to the planning 
and design of Sharing Dance, an online dance curriculum for teachers of 
dance from grades 1 to 8 across Canada.  He has become increasingly adept 
at utilizing multimedia techniques for learning.

Alongside this continuing experience gained from working with theatres and 
production companies Kevin has also been accumulating formal educational 
qualifications.  He acquired a Diploma in Audio Production/Engineering 
from the Harris Institute of the Arts in 2003, and a B.F.A. in Performance 
Production from Ryerson in 2010.  

His most satisfying educational experience, however, was his enrollment 
in the M.Sc. in Digital Education at the University of Edinburgh.  Kevin 
attended his classes online from right here in Toronto.  The classes were 
small, there is a very good instructor/student ratio, and a graduate student 
available for additional advice.  Kevin had taken distance-learning courses 
from York and Ryerson in the past and, in his estimation, Edinburgh is 
streets ahead.  He particularly appreciated the time and opportunity for 
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reflection as one proceeded through 
the year.  His dissertation was 
titled “Learning communities in 
YouTube: evaluating discourses 
of learning and critical thinking in 
PBS Idea Channel”.  In essence, he 
explored how informal groups gather 
and learn together in the open 
web.  Although he is still pursuing 
formal publication options, the 
implications of this study provide 
insight into both formal institutions, 
like universities and businesses, 
and informal learning, such as 
community-based and grassroots 
initiatives.

Kevin graduated at the end of 
November 2014, while in Toronto, 
through an online graduation 
ceremony projected into McEwan 
Hall.  However, he did decide to 
visit Edinburgh in October, maybe 
just to assure himself it was a real 
University. 

EDUCT welcomes Kevin and looks 
forward to harnessing his production 
talents for future EDUCT projects 
and events.

Kelly Orr

Kelly Orr is Operations Manager 
at SoYoung, a company catering 
to the needs of expectant parents 
and parents of young children.  The 
company was founded in 2010 and, 
since Kelly was fortunate to join it 
in January 2013, she has been able 
to grow with it.  Indeed, business 
is booming.  They already have 
distributors in Australia, Poland, the 
Philippines and the UAE.   

Kelly grew up in Etobicoke.  

Gymnastics loomed large in her early years and then athletics took over 
much of her life once she became a student at Michael Power/St. Joseph 
Catholic Secondary School.  Of course, she was always on the honour roll, 
but for fun, she’d run.  As a hurdler and as a member of the 4x100 relay 
team she made it to Provincials.  No, no medals, but great fun.

In 2007 she was off to Queen’s University where she opted to study 
Economics.  Again, sports were very important.  She rowed in an eight and 
a four in the first year and again made it to the Provincials.  And again, no 
medals, but for an Orr, it could not help but be fun!  In second year she 
returned to gymnastics and in her final year she took on the Vice-Presidency 
of the gymnastics team.  And on top of a very busy social life she also found 
time to serve as Co-President of the Economics Student Council. 

On graduation in 2011 Kelly had already made plans to go to the University 
of Edinburgh.  But to pass away the summer she decided to improve her 
command of French at the Université de Sherbrooke.  Although she had 
been in French immersion, she was conscious that the language would slip 
away from her if left unused. 

Edinburgh was a wonderful change of scene, though again there was that 
local language to master!  She opted to pursue the M.Sc. in International 
Business and Emerging Markets.  She thoroughly enjoyed the course work 
and especially the rich mix of students.  She and some fellow students 
had to work with a company to come up with a new product.  In her case 
the company was Johnson & Johnson and the market was Kenya.  And the 
product they proposed?  It was an elaboration of an idea that had originated 
in the US and that needed to be developed.  In essence, it enabled multiple 
medical doctors to access patient records.  Johnson & Johnson loved it, the 
University loved it, and Kelly got her M.Sc.  And yes, to elevate herself – 
just a little - among her peers, she became a member of the University’s 
Trampoline Club team.  Lots of fun practising; again no medals.

Edinburgh did, however, present an opportunity to elevate herself on a much 
grander style.  She and some friends decided to take on the now famous 
“Three Peaks Challenge”.  This pastime calls for climbing Ben Nevis, Scafell 
Pike and Snowdon - the highest peaks in each of Scotland, England and 
Wales - in 24 hours!  Kelly and her famous five friends pulled it off!   Really, 
it did deserve a medal!

The time in Edinburgh also allowed for travels to Europe.  There the French 

Kelly (far left) and her friends: on their way to the top 
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came in handy but, in addition to 
France, Belgium and Switzerland, 
she also made it to Germany, 
Poland, and Italy.

Back in Toronto she keeps fit as a 
volunteer with the Toronto Outdoor 
Club, which is part of a larger 
network of North American clubs 
that organize hikes, skiing and 
camping all over the continent.  
And to exercise her wit she enjoys 
Toastmasters – a club designed to 
improve one’s public speaking skills.  
And in her spare time she likes 
riding, playing soccer and ultimate 
Frisbee. 

There’s something to be said for 
being so fit.  Few have been as fast 
out of the blocks when it comes to 
finding a job that you enjoy.  Kelly 
started looking on January 1st and 
after leaping over the hurdles of the 
paperwork and jumping through the 
hoops of two interviews she started 
one week later.  And for the future?  
Well, Governor-General could be a 
good fit!  And one does not have to 
run for it!  Watch this space!

In the interim, if anyone has need 
to keep an expectant mom or 
some young child happy, check out 
SoYoung http://ca.soyoung.ca/

EDUCT welcomes Kelly …… and 
promises to find her a medal!

Anne Abraham

Anne Abraham is the Coordinator 
of Clinical Research at North York 
General Hospital.  Her work involves 
lots of people-to-people contact 
as she seeks to obtain informed 
consent from patients for their 
involvement in research which may 
call for the testing of experimental 
drugs.  This requires great 
sensitivity to patients’ concerns and 
priorities: there can be no element 
of coercion.  It is demanding, but 
she enjoys the work enormously.

Anne was born in Calgary.  Early 
life revolved around music - mainly 
classical.  By the time she was in 
Grade 12 she already had a diploma 

that qualified her to teach 
piano.  Outside of her school, 
she sang in a choir with which 
she travelled to Australia and 
Scotland.  Singing the works 
of Palestrina in the Sydney 
Opera House is, as one can 
imagine, very uplifting for 
one so young.  And seeing 
Scotland contributed to her 
later interest in studying there.  

Anne started her B.Sc. (Hons.) 
in Zoology at the University 
of Calgary when she was just 
17.  It provided an opportunity 
to explore a growing interest 
in physiology.  Her third 
summer at university was very 

memorable.  She went with a church group to North-East Brazil and then up 
the Amazon to provide assistance to the poor.  Following graduation from 
Calgary she accompanied her parents to Kerala.  Her parents had emigrated 
from there years before but enjoyed returning for visits to their families.  
Anne was fortunate to have been part of these excursions on several 
occasions.  Unfortunately, this time she contracted typhoid fever.  

On returning to Calgary in the autumn of 1995 Anne got her first 
professional job with the Diabetes Association (Foothills), a foundation that 
raises money for diabetes research at the University of Calgary.  In her eight 
months there she helped to raise $250,000.  This led to a studentship at the 
University of Calgary in the summer of 1996 conducting research on lambs’ 
kidneys.  And that, in turn, led to her pursuing a Masters in Medical Science, 
at the University of Toronto, where she was able to investigate factors 
contributing to the dilation of blood vessels and the regulation of blood 
pressure, thus shedding light on the nature of cardiovascular disease.

Graduating from U of T in 1999, and with this work to her name, Anne was 
able to obtain financial support from the Darwin Trust, at the University 
of Edinburgh, to pursue her Ph.D. there.  Starting in February 1999, she 
undertook research that led to a thesis titled, “Polo-like kinase Interacting 
Proteins”.  Through this work she was contributing to a better understanding 
as to why and how uncontrolled cell growth and division occurs, and thus to 
our understanding of the basis of cancer. 

Anne found her time at Edinburgh most stimulating intellectually.  She 
had the opportunity to organize the Wellcome Trust seminars that bring 
prominent scientists to the University.  She recalls the particular pleasure of 
being able to interact with Professor Tim Hunt, the 2001 Nobel laureate in 
Physiology or Medicine, who was working on cell cycle regulation.  Following 
graduation in 2004 Anne pursued post-doctoral work in the UK until 
returning to Canada in 2006.

Settling in Toronto, she worked in cancer research at St. Mike’s, Princess 
Margaret, and Trillium Hospital, in Etobicoke, before moving to North York 
General in 2013. 

And to relax?  She still manages to find time to play the piano and to sing in 
a choir. 

EDUCT welcomes Anne.



EDUCT News January 2015

20

Janette Dwyer

Janette Dwyer is a contract specialist 
for Hamilton Health Sciences, in 
Hamilton.  The contracts in which 
she is involved in developing, 
negotiating and overseeing are with 
pharmaceutical companies involved 
in running clinical trials and may run 
into the millions of dollars.  

Janette grew up in Dumfries.  She 
attended Dumfries Academy, a 
school with a history going back to 
the fourteenth century and made 

famous by such former students 
as Sir James M. Barrie, also an 
Edinburgh graduate, and Jock 
Wishart, the explorer and sailor, 
best known for his having followed 
in the tracks of the Roald Amundsen 
expedition to the North Pole and 
later, in 2011, for having rowed a 
boat to the geomagnetic north pole.

Janette’s initial idea of the perfect 
life was to be a ballet teacher.  Thus, 
upon graduating from Dumfries 
Academy, she auditioned and 
was accepted for what was then 
The Hammond School of Dance, 
an independent ballet school, in 
Chester.  It is one of the leading 
schools in the UK for dance 
education.  One year later, however, 
she decided that she would rather 
explore the world of chemists than 
of tutus.

She opted for Edinburgh because she had been able to get a taste of the 
city when visiting to take dancing lessons or attend the ballet.  Thanks to 
her father being an employee of ICI, Janette had the good fortune to receive 
an ICI scholarship, which helped to cover some of her costs.  She loved her 
years in Edinburgh, albeit that chemistry was very demanding and there 
wasn’t as much time as she would have liked to take advantage of all the 
extra-curricular activities that Edinburgh has to offer.  She and another four 
of her fellow students still get together every five years for reunions.  The 
most recent, in 2010, was the most dramatic.  They were locked into the 
Grassmarket, just before Christmas, following a massive snowstorm with all 
routes out of Edinburgh impossible.  Perfect for a reunion you might think.  
Well, yes, except she was seven months pregnant with her third child!  
Before the arrival of children Janette says that their reunions were even 
more adventurous, arriving off flights from separate countries and meeting 
up in the lobbies of posh hotels all over the world, complete with student 
rucksack.  After supping an aperitif in a luxurious hotel bar to say “hello, 
great to see you again”, it was off to the nearest youth hostel or B&B which 
would be home for the next few days while they caught up and explored the 
city.

Graduating in 1989 with a B.Sc. (Hons.) in Chemistry, Janette initially opted 
to remain at Edinburgh to pursue a Ph.D. in Organic Chemistry.  However, 
she found her particular situation to be too limiting and after a year decided 
to start again at the University of Glasgow.  The Glasgow experience was 
very different from that of Edinburgh since most of the science students 
lived at home, but no less lively, and Janette became involved in tutoring 
and running the Alchemist Club which was a very active society for chemists 
with lots of social events including their infamous Burns Suppers.

Janette’s research experience in Glasgow was extremely fulfilling.  She was 
working on the cutting edge of the synthesis of antibiotics, with a thesis 
entitled “Beta-Lactams from Functionalised (Allenylmethyl)silanes”, but 
readily admits that luck played a part in some of the discoveries she was 
able to make.  She got a well-regarded research paper out of her work and 
received her doctorate in 1993.

Janette then moved to Stuttgart for three years to work with the German 
publishing firm Georg Thieme Verlag that produced medical and chemistry-
related journals and textbooks.  She loved the beauty of the city and 
its surroundings, especially the skiing opportunities just over the border 
in Austria and Switzerland, but after three years decided to venture 
out from the world of publishing.  And, quite fortuitously, just as she 
was pondering a future as a patent attorney, she met this lovely Irish 
fellow, Owen, at a conference.  Owen is also a chemistry graduate from 
Edinburgh and happened to be working at what was then Glaxo Wellcome, 
the pharmaceutical company, in London.  “Fortuitously”, because Glaxo 
Wellcome offered her the opportunity to train as a patent lawyer while 
working in their London office. Qualifying as a patent attorney is usually 
by means of in-house training and taking external courses, although there 
are some universities that run courses to provide exemptions from some of 
the initial professional exams.  Janette took her courses at Queen Mary and 
Westfield College, a constituent college of the University of London, better 
known as Queen Mary University of London, and through the European 
Patent Office and the Chartered Institute of Patent Attorneys (CIPA), 
eventually qualifying as a European Patent Attorney and a Chartered Patent 
Attorney. 

She and Owen stayed in London until 2007 when Owen, who had also 
acquired an M.B.A., received an offer to move to Dublin to work in finance.  
They thoroughly enjoyed living on the south side of Dublin near the sea.  By 
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this time, with two young children, 
Janette had graduated to become 
a full-time mother, who did some 
patent work from home when time 
allowed.

In 2012, Owen was offered an 
opportunity to move to Toronto 
and they decided to give it a try.  
Janette was incredibly fortunate in 
hearing about the Hamilton Health 
Sciences opportunity…or, rather, they 
heard about her…and she was soon 
into the latest phase of her ever-
evolving career - as a specialist in 
clinical trial contracts.  She enjoys it 
tremendously.  And the children are 
all becoming Canadian very rapidly!

EDUCT welcomes Janette and the 
family to Canada and wishes them 
every success in their new life here.

Andrina Skuterud

Andrina Skuterud (née Irvine) is a 
retired special education teacher.   
Her last 16 years in the profession 
were spent with the Peel District 
School Board addressing the needs 
of behaviourally challenged children, 
both as a teacher and, more latterly, 
running the Diagnostic Centre in 
North Peel.

Andrina was born in Burnt Island, 
in Fife.  Like Gordon Brown, she 
attended Kirkcaldy High School, 
before a family move led to her 
enrolling at Dumfries Academy.  

Edinburgh was the university of choice simply because lots of friends from 
Fife were going to be there and her mother had grown up in the city.  She 
started Edinburgh in 1959, reading Chemistry, Physics and Maths.  It was 
a mistake; she was becoming increasingly conscious that her skills lay 
in writing.  She left before the exams at the end of the second year and 
returned to Kirkcaldy to work in a lab in a linoleum factory.  Fortunately, 
the lab manager persuaded her to return to university to get an education.  
She managed to organize support from Dumfries to finance four years at 
Moray House College of Education (now part of the University of Edinburgh) 
where she acquired several diplomas – in elementary education, the London 
Froebel Institute diploma, and the infant headmistress diploma.

She joined the Glasgow School Board in 1965.  The severe shortage of 
teachers meant classes were large.  Andrina had 44 five-year olds in her 
charge.  However, they all behaved and learned to read, because in those 
days the threat of reporting them to their parents if they misbehaved still 
had a desirable effect!

In Glasgow, she met her future husband Erik, a Norwegian, who was just 
finishing his degree in Mechanical Engineering at Strathclyde University.  
So in 1967 they went to Norway and looked for jobs.  Andrina received 
90 replies to the advertisement for her services.  She opted for being the 
housekeeper for an architect’s family.  The one thing she remembers is the 
smoked haddock three times a week!  Soon, however, she and Erik were 
married.  They stayed around long enough to go to the laundrette, before 
taking off for Erik’s new job in Switzerland.  The laundrette?  Well, the Deux 
Chevaux caught fire en route.

In Baden for the next six years Andrina became a full-time mother of two 
before taking up teaching English to engineers.  Erik’s next job took them to 
Denmark where they stayed for three years.  They loved it there.  It was a 
very liberated society. Andrina taught night school for the Workers Education 
Association and she got involved in politics with the Social Democratic Party.  
She loved being able to ride her bike everywhere, the children loved going 
to school in a forest.  

After liberated Denmark, life in Canada in 1979 presented a bit of a culture 
shock.  The first two months were spent in the Delta Chelsea Hotel.  Yes, 
the children could steal the pennies from the fountain, but the parents 
could not take their wine across the lobby.  They survived.  They moved 
to Mississauga and became Canadian.  The children did well at school and 
have great jobs: Mikal teaches at the University of Waterloo and Marit is 
a medical laboratory technologist at North York General Hospital.  Andrina 
started teaching in a nursery school; her qualifications were recognized 
internationally at this level.  However, as of 1979, to teach in any junior 
or high school one had to have an undergraduate degree.  So after a few 
years she took the plunge to try university again.  She convinced Ryerson 
University to give her credit for her qualifications and entered third year.  
She graduated with a B.A.A. in 1992 and was hired immediately to take on 
those behaviourally challenged children in Peel.  While doing this, between 
1994 and 1997 she acquired further teacher specialist qualifications from 
Western University.  She enjoyed the challenge.  She maintains that her 
Scottish accent and strong voice had the singular merit of being able to hold 
the attention of otherwise easily distracted students!

Now retired, she volunteers for her church.

EDUCT welcomes Andrina to our liberated ranks.
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A SPECIAL OFFER TO EDUCT 
MEMBERS

Would you like to own a copy of 
the latest book on the University of 
Edinburgh?

Jean Grier and Mary Bownes, Private 
Giving, Public Good: The Impact 
of Philanthropy at the University of 
Edinburgh, (Edinburgh: University 
of Edinburgh Press, 2014), 224 pp., 
£30.

EDUCT would like to make it possible 
for every member to own a copy 
of this magnificent book on our 
University.  We have arranged for 
a slight discount to be offered to 
members.  Just how much we can 
offer off the market price of £30 
depends on our shipping costs.  
If you would like to purchase a 
copy, or if you are planning to visit 
Edinburgh soon and can help with 
the transport of a few copies at no 
charge, please contact Simon Miles 
at 416-466-8793 or 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca
 
For a review of the book, see EDUCT 
News, September 2014, p.19.

Professor	Cairns	Craig’s	Latest	Book
by Simon Miles

Professor Cairns Craig, now Glucksman Professor of Irish and Scottish 
Studies and Director of the Research Centre for Irish and Scottish Studies, 
at the University of Aberdeen, has brought out a new book.  

EDUCT members who were able to attend our Annual Dinner in April 2014 
will recall the stimulating talk by Cairns on the subject of The Arts, Scottish 
Identity and Independence, in which he provided us with his portrayal of 
the larger cultural context within which to consider the referendum that was 
held on Scottish independence in September last year.  

EDUCT has kept in touch with Cairns since he has had strong ties with the 
University of Edinburgh.  As a brilliant authority on Scottish literature and 
an astute administrator he provided outstanding leadership, as Head of 
the Department of English Literature, and took the Department to its 5* 
ranking, then the highest that could be awarded, in the United Kingdom’s 
Research Assessment Exercise.  Regrettably for us, in 2005, after 26 years 
at Edinburgh, he moved on to the University of Aberdeen.  There, Cairns 
took charge of the submission by Aberdeen’s English unit for the 2008 RAE 

and, from not having been in the top 
forty, it was for the first time rated in 
the top twenty in the UK (thirteenth 
equal).  This was an even more 
significant achievement given that 
Aberdeen was the only unit in the top 
twenty with fewer than 30 members 
of staff.  In the most recent Research 
Excellence Framework, which has 
replaced the RAE and has a broader 
spectrum of gradings, Aberdeen not 
only maintained its place in the top 
twenty, again thirteenth in the overall 
rankings, but on certain measures 
was in the top five: fifth for the 
proportion of 4* publications (the 
highest rating in the new system) 
and second for the proportion of 
4* and 3* combined (90% of all its 
submissions were at this level). 

Given this outstanding performance, 
your Editor thought you may be 
interested in hearing more about 

Cairns’ new book, on Professor Herbert J. C. Grierson, who was also a 
leading light in English literature at both Edinburgh and Aberdeen.  The book 
was launched in Edinburgh on 23 January 2015.  Since Cairns is both editor 
and publisher, we invited him to write an article to introduce the book.  Very 
graciously, he agreed.  It appears below. 

For further reading, we also include, in another article, a list of Cairns’ 
books.  There are also many more books to which he has contributed 
chapters, but this should hopefully be enough to satisfy the curious in the 
immediate term.

Professor Cairns Craig
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Vita Mea: The Autobiography 
of Professor Herbert J.C. 
Grierson – An Introduction 
to the Book by its Editor, 
Professor Cairns Craig

Herbert J.C. Grierson was Regius 
Professor of English Literature at 
Edinburgh University from 1915 
till his retirement in 1935.  He had 
previously been the first Chalmers 
Professor of English Literature at the 
University of Aberdeen from 1895, a 
post he took up when only 28.  His 
international reputation was made 
by the groundbreaking nature of his 
edition of the poems of John Donne, 
published by Oxford University 
Press in 1912, an edition which not 
only transformed the reputation of 
Donne (who had been, until then, 
regarded as a minor poet of little 
consequence) but made Donne a 
major influence on the emergence of 
the radical poetry of the 1910s and 
20s which was later to be designated 
as ‘modernism’. 

By the 1940s the distinguished 
American scholar of the 
Renaissance, Rosemond Tuve, could 
rhetorically enquire, thirty years 
after its publication, whether ‘any 
introduction to a scholarly edition of 

an early English poet ever had a more marked influence upon contemporary 
criticism of contemporaries than Grierson’s of Donne (1912) had on ours’.  
The answer was clearly none, an answer underlined by T.S. Eliot when he 
sent an edition of his Collected Poems to Grierson, inscribed with the words, 
‘to whom all English men of letters are indebted’.

In his later years, Grierson wrote an autobiography, Vita Mea, charting his 
journey from Lerwick in Shetland, the son of an impecunious landowner 
who could not afford an education for his children, to being professor at 
Edinburgh, in receipt of invitations  to lecture at the most distinguished 
universities in North America and Europe.  It was a remarkable outcome 
that he himself put down to a series of lucky coincidences and fortunate 
friendships, but in fact was the result both of natural talent – he won a 
highly competitive scholarship to study classics at Oxford after his first 
degree in Aberdeen – and a remarkable capacity for sustained hard work.  
When he was invited in the late 1890s to write a history of literature in 
Europe in the first half of the seventeenth century as part of a series edited 
by George Saintsbury, then professor at Edinburgh, he learned Dutch in 
order to be able to give Dutch literature adequate treatment alongside 
Italian, French and English.

Vita Mea both recounts this life story and reflects on changes in the Scottish 
universities from the time Grierson himself was a student at King’s College 
in Aberdeen in the 1880s, a period when a government commission was 
reviewing the traditional Scottish curriculum, till the 1930s, when he was 
elected Rector at Edinburgh, one of the few Professors ever to have been 
so honoured by his students.  Grierson presents himself as a rather dry and 
uncharismatic character but we are fortunate to have, in Nan Shepherd’s 
The Quarry Wood, a novel from the 1920s, a very different version of how 
he was seen by his students:

He spoke like a torrent. He digressed, recovered himself, shot straight 
ahead, digressed again. He forgot his audience, turning farther and farther 
round till he stood side on to them, gazing through the window [. . .] Then 
suddenly he would turn back upon the class with a wrinkling smile and swift 
amused aside; and a roar of laughter would rise to the roof, while the feet 
thundered on the floor. His theme was English Literature, but to Martha it 
seemed that he was speaking the language of some immortal and happy 
isle, some fabulous tongue that she was enabled by miracle for once to 
comprehend. 

Martha comes away from the lecture feeling ‘bruised and dizzy, as though 
from travelling too rapidly through the air’, an impression produced by 
Grierson’s ability to link literature in English not only to the classical 
literatures and to the philosophy in which he had specialised as a student, 
but also to the wide range of European literatures with which he was 
familiar.  So famous was he for his work on John Donne that when he 
returned to lecture at Aberdeen and the professor introducing him took 
rather too long to do so, the students started to chant ‘We want John 
Donne’.

Vita Mea was deposited in the archives in Aberdeen after Grierson’s death 
in 1960.  It  was a work somewhat disapproved of by his daughter Flora, 
who was Grierson’s main companion after the death of his wife in 1937, 
because it gave so little attention to his wife or to his immediate family.  She 
notes that she had to prompt him to recount his courtship and marriage and 
was still sufficiently displeased with the outcome that she began to try to 
rewrite the autobiography as a biography to give a more balanced version 
of their family life.  It was a project which she never completed and neither 
autobiography nor biography was ever published.
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Vita Mea has now been edited by 
Professor Cairns Craig, and appears 
as one of the first season of books 
from the newly reconstituted 
Aberdeen University Press.  Professor 
Craig, like Grierson himself, has held 
professorships at both Edinburgh 
and Aberdeen universities, and has 
written a substantial introduction 
charting Grierson’s influence on 
the writers of the 1910s and 
1920s, especially Yeats, Eliot 
and MacDiarmid, as well as his 
influence on the development of 
twentieth-century literary criticism. 
Despite this enormous impact on 
the anglophone literary world, and 
his huge contribution to Scottish 
literature through his editing, in 
the 1930s, of the letters of Walter 
Scott, Grierson has received little 
recognition for his achievements 
from historians of either English or 
Scottish literature.  The publication 
of Vita Mea will perhaps draw 
attention again to one of the most 
influential Edinburgh professors of 
the twentieth century.  In recognition 
of Grierson’s achievements, the 
School of Language and Literature 
at the University of Aberdeen has 
established a research centre in his 
name – the Sir Herbert Grierson 
Centre for Textual Criticism and 
Comparative Literary History .  For 
further information, go to 
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/sll/research/
sir-herbert-grierson-centre-for-
textual-criticism-and-comparative-
literary-history-376.php

[Vita Mea can be ordered online at 
www.abdn.ac.uk/riiss/publications, or 
through Amazon]

Other Books by Cairns Craig  
1) Yeats, Eliot, Pound and the Politics of Poetry: Richest to the Richest. 

Croom Helm, London, 1982: 122,000 words; 320 pp., ISBN 0 8229 1141 X

  ‘Cairns Craig has written an important and challenging book . . . Craig 
goes well beyond his predecessors. Not only does he analyse several major 
poems by all three poets with close attention to the interplay of poetry and 
politics; he makes a serious attempt to connect the poets’ fundamental 
literary and cultural values with their politics’

 Thomas H. Pauly, Western Humanities Review, 1984

2) General editor: The History of Scottish Literature. 4 volumes, Aberdeen 
University Press, 1987–88; individual editor, The History of Scottish 
Literature, Volume 4, Twentieth Century, 1987 (reprinted 1996); 399 pp., 
ISBN 0 08 035057 7. Introduction, pp 1–8, 5,000 words

3) Out of History: Narrative Paradigms in Scottish and English Culture. 
Polygon, Edinburgh, 1996: 90,000 words; 240 pp., ISBN 0 7486 6082 8

  ‘This wide-ranging and stimulating book will be of value to anyone 
interested in the philosophy of history, of culture, and of nationalism. It is 
also a powerful study of Scottish fiction and poetry, and of the disturbing 
influence of Modernist myths of history and tradition on contemporary 
culture.’

   Scottish Literary Journal

4) The Modern Scottish Novel: Narrative and the National Imagination. 
Edinburgh University Press, 1999: 100,000 words; 256pp., ISBN 0 7486 
0893 1

  ‘The Modern Scottish Novel is a seminal work. It is, by a very long way, 
the most important book on the subject to date, and it confirms Cairns 
Craig’s status as the most incisive and resourceful critic currently writing in 
Scotland’

   Liam McIlvanney, Times Literary Supplement

5) Twentieth-Century Scottish Drama: An Anthology. (with Randall 
Stevenson). Edinburgh: Canongate Classics, 2001. 832pp. ISBN: 0 86241 
979 4. Introduction, pp. vii–xiv, 6,000 words

6) Associationism and the Literary Imagination, Edinburgh: Edinburgh 
University Press, 2007, 120,000 words, 324pp, ISBN 978 0 7486 09123

7) Intending Scotland: Explorations in Scottish Culture since the 
Enlightenment, Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2009, ISBN-10: 
0748637133;

‘Craig is opening the ground for nothing short of a major re-discovery 
of the principal characteristics of Scottish thought during the 19th and 
20th centuries as a continuation of certain principal elements of Scottish 
Enlightenment discourse.’ (Journal of Scottish Philosophy)

Are you a fan of Scottish writing?

Do you enjoy reading novels and non-fiction by Scottish authors? How about 
books about Scotland or Scots? If so, EDUCT would welcome your views and 
opinions for publication in EDUCT News. Please contact the EDUCT News 
Editor, Simon Miles at simon-miles@sympatico.ca
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EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY CLUB OF TORONTO  
(EDUCT)    

   UNAUDITED ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2014    
      DRAFT      
        As of December 31, 2014 
  BALANCE SHEET     2014     2013   
  Total Member Funds   $5,173   $8,005   
  being:          
    Cash in bank   $5,173   $8,005   
            
            
  INCOME STATEMENT         2013   
  Income          
    Membership Fees   2,030   2,450   
    Events    7,803   9,349   
            
            
  Total Revenue   9,833   11,799   
            
  Expenses         
    Events    6,593   6,270   
    Bank Charges   72   72   
    Donations to the University  6,000   1,800   
            
  Total Expenses   12,665   8,142   
            
  Net Income   -$2,832   $3,657   
            
  Opening Funds   $8,005   $4,348   
  Closing Funds   $5,173   $8,005   
                    
          
  President    Treasurer    
  Alan Pearson   Chris Valley Ban   
      Toronto, January, 2015  
          
          
          
          
          
          

 

Treasurer’s	Report

Tell us your news

EDUCT News is always looking for interesting alumni stories and news. We are happy to hear about what’s new with 
you! Whether you have just returned from an interesting trip or have a memory you wish to share with your fellow 
EDUCT Members, we would love to hear from you.

If you have something you would like to share, please contact the EDUCT News Editor, Simon Miles at simon-miles@
sympatico.ca
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Friends of EDUCT

Friends of EDUCT are recognized 
by virtue of the generosity they 
demonstrated when, as non-
members, they donated to the 
University of Edinburgh through an 
EDUCT-initiated special fund.

Carlyle Circle Members in 
Canada

EDUCT wishes to acknowledge the 
generosity of alumni and friends 
of the University of Edinburgh who 
have decided to leave a bequest to 
the University in their wills. They 
are recognized by the University as 
Carlyle Circle members. We extend 
our gratitude to each of them. If you 
are a member of the Carlyle Circle 
or know of such members, you are 
encouraged to contact us.

Promoting	Your	Event

If you are organizing an event or 
participating in an activity that 
would be of interest to fellow alumni 
in the GTA, please get in touch with 
our Communications Officer, Paul 
Bradley: pauljfrbradley@gmail.com.

You may also join us on LinkedIn or 
Facebook to submit your information 
directly to participating members 
through these networks.

The Story Behind EDUCT 

“EDUCT” is intended to form 
the acronym for the Edinburgh 
University Club of Toronto. “Educt” 
is a word which means, in the 
language of chemists: “A body 
separated by decomposition from 
another.” In addition, there is 
“e-duct”, an electronic channel, 
which seems appropriate for all of 
our members receiving EDUCT News 
via e-mail.

Board of Directors 

We invite your comments and 
suggestions at any time. Please 
feel free to contact any member 
of the Board of Directors with your 
comments and suggestions: 

Alan Pearson, President, (LL.B. Hons 
1971), 416.237.9874 apearson@
bell.net 

Victoria Crewe-Nelson, Vice-
President and Membership 
Secretary, 
(LL.B. 1999), 416.750.4424 
vcn117@gmail.com 

Chris Valley Ban, Treasurer, 
(M.Sc. 1990), 416.489.2011 
chrisban@bell.net 

Toni McGregor, Immediate Past 
President, 
(BA 1978), 905.637.9015 tonimcg@
bell.net

Simon Miles, Past President and 
Editor of EDUCT News,
(MA Hons 1962), 416.466.8793 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca

Paul Bradley, Past President and 
Communications, 
(BSc Hons 1982), 416.464.9771 
pauljfrbradley@gmail.com 

James Hunter, Past President, 
(MA Hons 1973), 416.236.2595 
jameshunter236@rogers.com

MEMBERSHIP DUES
Annual membership fees are due 
in January of each year. If you 
have not yet renewed for this year, 
please send your cheque, for $35, 
payable to EDUCT, and marked 
“membership”, to our Treasurer, Mr. 
Chris Valley Ban, at: 205-100 Oriole 
Parkway, Toronto, ON M5P 2G8. Your 
promptness in this regard greatly 
lightens the load on our volunteer 
Board and is thus much appreciated. 
Thank you, in advance, for your 
payment.  

Our thanks go out to :
Julia Smachylo for graphic design 
and layout

Are	You	On	Our	List?
We know of over 240 alumni in the 
Toronto area. As of  15 January 
2015, we have 136 members. If 
you would be interested in joining 
EDUCT, please do not hesitate to 
contact the EDUCT President or the 
Club Treasurer. 

EDUCT News is published three 
times a year in January, May 
and September. Please send 
submissions or ideas for articles 
to the Editor: simon-miles@
sympatico.ca


