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Issue 42 Sept 2016

Message from the President Upcoming Club and Alumni Events

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni in 
Toronto? Please pass this newsletter on to 

anyone who might be interested

Membership fees for 2016 were due in January. If you have not yet 
renewed, please see page 22 for details.

I am delighted to present my first 
message as President of EDUCT.   
The Board expects the coming year 
to offer a broad range of activities 
that will appeal to all our members.  
One highlight of the calendar of 
events listed on this page is the 
reception on 13 October.  Standing 
in for Sir Tim O’Shea, Edinburgh’s 
Principal, will be Prof. James Smith, 
Vice-Principal International.  Do 
try to attend and hear of the 
University’s recent accomplishments 
and its new initiatives.  A lecture 
on literary censorship and a wine 
tasting take us to Christmas.  

As President for the next two years 
I hope to hear from you. What types 
of lectures would you like?  Do you 
want to become more involved?  Are 
there any social activities you think 
would be interesting for members?  
Together we can continue to grow 
and make this club, which I do 
believe is one of the greatest 
alumnae groups, even better.  

We rely on your continuing support, 
which gives me the chance to 
remind you that the 2017 dues can 
be sent early (we’re not increasing 
the $35 membership fee), and if you 
know of anyone who has let their 
membership lapse, please remind 
them it’s never too late to rejoin.  
(See p. 22 for details.)

Victoria Crewe-Nelson
vcn117@gmail.com

The Newsletter of the Edinburgh University Club of Toronto [EDUCT]

Professor James Smith, Vice-Principal, International, of the Univer-
sity of Edinburgh, to Visit Toronto 

When: Thursday, 13 October 2016, 6:15 pm – 8:30 pm.
Where:  The offices of Torys LLP, 79 Wellington Street West, 33rd floor,  

Toronto. 
Details: The University, with the assistance of EDUCT, will organize a  

reception for alumni.  The event will provide us with a great 
opportunity to find out about recent landmark achievements 
at the University as well as exciting future developments.   
Invitations were sent out by the University on 15 September.  
You should RSVP by replying to the University’s email. If you did 
not receive one, contact us.

Questions: Victoria Crewe-Nelson,  vcn117@gmail.com  416-750-4424   

Dr. Pearce Carefoote’s “A Brief Romp Through the 
History of Literary Censorship”                                     
When:   Thursday, 27 October, 2016, 7:00 pm to 9:30 pm.
Where:   Party Room, 1177 Yonge Street, Toronto. Use entrance on 

Summerhill Avenue, on north side of building.  
Details:  Our speaker, Dr. Pearce Carefoote, is a librarian at the University 

of Toronto’s Thomas Fisher Rare Book Library.  His talk will 
address literary censorship from the introduction of the printing 
press to the present day.  

Cost:   $15 for members and guests; $20 for non-member alumni and 
guests. 

Payment:  Payment in advance is appreciated. Make cheques payable to 
EDUCT and marked Carefoote Event. Send payment to our 
Treasurer, Mr. Chris Valley Ban, Apt 205, 100 Oriole Parkway, 
Toronto, ON. M5P 2G8.  Also, we are now accepting payment by 
INTERAC e-Transfer at educt.treasurer@gmail.com 

Info:  Chris Valley Ban, chrisban@bell.net , 416-489-2011.

EDUCT Wine Tasting                                     
When:   Thursday, 1 December, 2016, 7:00 pm.
Where:   Party Room, 1177 Yonge Street, Toronto. Use entrance on 

Summerhill Avenue, on north side of building.  
Details:   We will taste six Pinot Noir wines from six countries and enjoy 

cheeses to complement the wines.  
Cost:   $37.50 for EDUCT members; $40 for guests and non-member 

alumni.  
Info:   Paul Bradley,   pauljfrbradley@gmail.com  416-464-9771

The 2017 Burns Nightcap                             
When:    Thursday, 19 January 2016, 6:30 pm to 10:00 pm (6 days before 

Burns). 
Where:   The Duke of Kent, on Yonge Street, east side, at Roehampton 

Avenue, just north of Eglinton Avenue East.  Parking 
underground across Yonge, or surface lot on Roehampton.

Details:    All are part of the entertainment. 
Cost:  TBA, but likely $45 for members and guests; $50 for non-

member alumni.
Info:    Victoria Crewe-Nelson,  vcn117@gmail.com  416-750-4424     

Continued on page 2
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University of Edinburgh Applicants Session   
When:   One weekday evening in March 2014. 
Where:   Central Toronto 
Details:   The University is the organizer of this information session 

for would-be Edinburgh students.  As in past years, EDUCT 
will provide some speakers to talk about their experiences 
at Edinburgh.  Recent graduates and alumni are particularly 
encouraged to step forward as speakers.  All alumni welcome.  
Invitations will be sent out by the University nearer the time.  

Info:    Victoria Crewe-Nelson,  vcn117@gmail.com  416-750-4424        

Professor Charlotte Clarke on Living with Dementia
by Simon Miles  

EDUCT was very fortunate to be able to entice Professor Charlotte Clarke, 
Head of the School of Health in Social Science, to stop by Toronto on 
27 May 2016 while on her way to Thunder Bay to meet with research 
colleagues.  Professor Clarke is also the current International Dean of the 
College of Humanities and Social Science.  In that latter capacity she sits 
on a committee responsible for relations with alumni around the world and 
had heard of EDUCT’s plea for more information on faculty members who 
are travelling to our part of North America.  Not surprisingly, it seems to be 
very difficult to track faculty movements.  While we have to do more to put 
a tracking system in place, those who attended Charlotte’s talk agreed it 
made a very good case for more such invitations.

Charlotte talked about the need to understand the challenges of those living 
with dementia.  It was a remarkable talk in that it was so positive about 
what can be done for those living with dementia.  This has been the focus 
of her research in recent years.  With a background in nursing Charlotte 
focuses on experiences of everyday life.  Her talk was enriched with many 
very telling quotations from those with dementia and their care partners.

She opened by giving us some rather alarming statistics on dementia in 
a global context. Witness for example:  some 47 million currently live 
with dementia but this is expected to rise to 150 million by 2050; and, 
dementia is costing global society some US$604 billion (2010), one third of 

Professor Charlotte Clarke is welcomed by Simon Miles and Chris Valley Ban
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for society while promoting the autonomy of those with dementia?  One 
question Charlotte is pursuing with her colleagues at Lakehead University, 
here in Canada, is that of how one can give people with dementia the skills 
to become more self-sufficient.  

Charlotte’s talk led to a stimulating discussion touching on many varied 
aspects of life for those with dementia and of those who have to provide 
care for them.  We ended with some pointed comments on what the then-
impending legislation on physician-assisted dying should engender.  The 
discussion could have gone on much longer.  One can understand why 
Parliament ran out of time in trying to get this legislation passed before the 
Supreme Court’s deadline.

EDUCT thanks Professor Clarke for having taken the extra time to stop off to 
visit it us.  It was much appreciated.   

EDUCT on the Bowling Green: Round One - Rain Stopped Play
by Simon Miles

The forecast for Sunday, 5 June, was pretty discouraging.  However, thanks 
to Darwin, this meant that all who turned out to play bowls were hardy 
souls and clearly intent on having a good time.  And we did! 

We were introduced to the rules and 
the tricks by four very professional 
members of the Etobicoke Lawn 
Bowling Club: Joyce, Vicky, Bill and 
Paul.  

We had three separate rinks in play 
and on each there were signs of 
beginners luck and creativity.  

On rink #1 the threesome of Simon 
Miles, Susan Floyd and Sean Mulhern 
did the honourable thing in allowing 
newly-minted EDUCT President, 
Victoria Crewe-Nelson, to cosy up to 
the jack and declare victory – one: nil.  

which is accounted for by the care 
given by families.  Just as these 
data are rather overwhelming, so 
the typical attitude to dementia 
by the observers is one of gloom.  
But Charlotte was able to give us 
other perspectives.  As Jim Hunter 
noted in the discussion, he had 
heard a physician describe life with 
Alzheimer’s as a death sentence, 
whereas Charlotte was so positive. 

Charlotte highlighted some of the 
shortcomings of society’s current 
attitude towards dementia and, of 
those, perhaps the most obvious 
one is our focus on providing 
physical safety to protect people 
from harm as opposed to providing 
an enabling environment that will 
foster the development of resilience 
on the part of those with dementia.  
She gave us several examples of 
how self as a cognitive entity is 
socially diminished or disabled 
by society: witness the sense of 
being monitored all the time, or of 
not being wanted, maybe simply 
because one cannot put the dishes 
away.  Similarly, the notion of self, 
as in relationships, becomes one of 
being reliant on others for one’s self-
identity.

Thus a major challenge is to give 
a sense of purpose to those living 
with dementia. Much more attention 
should be given to the social-
psychological facets of the lives of 
those with dementia, as opposed to 
just the physical safety.  The latter is 
what leads to the loss of self-esteem 
and to the institutionalization of 
the problem, with its attendant loss 
of individuality and, worse, to the 
abuse of vulnerable people.  
Responding to this challenge is 
likely to involve individuals, and 
society more generally, in taking 
some risks.  This poses some vexing 
research questions for Charlotte and 
her colleagues.  For example: how 
does one provide protection in a way 
that enables those with dementia, 
without disabling them?  And who 
should assume more responsibility 
and who should relinquish some 
responsibility for providing safety 

Sunny days are here again? Well, a brief spot of sunshine encouraged us to start

President Victoria victorious
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Winifred Czulinski, one of our more famous 
EDUCT members who had died recently.  
Irene had seen our tribute to her mother in 
our newsletter and wanted us to enjoy the 
tea as a memory to Winifred.  Winifred had 
worked at Bletchley Park during the Second 
World War figuring out how to outwit the 
Germans.  Clearly the spirit of trying to 
outwit the enemy was alive and well on all 
three rinks.  We honoured Winifred in the 
most enjoyable way possible.

And better still, because play had been 
interrupted by the rain and the lightning, 
the Bowling Club invited us back to resume 
play at a future date to be confirmed.  
All things considered, a very worthwhile 
outing.

Round Two – Sunny Days Were For Real

Thanks to Alan Pearson’s organizational skills and his good standing with 
the Almighty, we reconvened on 25 September on a splendidly sunny day.  
Some of the hardy souls of Round One were unable to make it but others 
took their places.  It was particularly enjoyable to welcome back Henri-Lee 
Stalk and her husband Konrad Trapler.  They had been in Hawaii for the 
past eight years while Henri-Lee was earning another M.A. and a J.D., plus 
her doctorate in Clinical Psychology, from the University of Hawaii.  They 

Simon insists, for the record, there 
was only six inches in it!

On rink #2 there was an appearance 
of similar gallantry being exhibited 
by Christine Gude and Jack Mendoza.  
Jack, let us remember, was the one 
who hit the jack last time we played.  
Precisely because he had this perfect 
track record, we suspect something 
else was at play.   Upon being 
examined, it turns out that they 
were simply letting our Treasurer, 
Chris Valley Ban, score with both his 
balls, in the hope that he would be 
so overjoyed that he would forget to 
charge them the entry fee.  Score – 
two:nil.  And they still had to pay! 

Rink #3 saw our retired President, 
Alan Pearson, and his wife Cynthia 
Moore seemingly overwhelm the 
opposition from Rachel Sachs 
and Con Healy.  Alan and Cynthia 
managed to rack up a five: nil lead 
after the first end.  Con, whom all 
will recall from our last outing as 
having been the champion in getting 
his bowl closest to the spider, is a 
maths whiz.  He quickly calculated 
that the odds of he and Rachel being 
able to reverse their fortunes were 
indeed very long odds.  He prayed 
for rain and the gods answered his 
prayer!  It came down very hard and 
we were forced to retire to a splendid 
tea that had been put on for us by 
the Etobicoke Lawn Bowling Club.

There was a delightful note at the 
cake table.  Irene Fair is the Social 
Director of the Bowling Club.  She 
happens to be the daughter of 

Rachel Sachs demonstrates finesse

Chris Valley Ban, our Treasurer, 
has it all figured out

Immediate Past President Alan Pearson puts his leadership skills to the test

Henri-Lee Stalk returns … to show us how it is done under the Hawaiian sun
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Scottish Country Dancing: Rain Didn’t Stop Play - Not Quite
by Chris Valley Ban

Maybe it was the thought of dancing in the heat of this year’s summer, or 
maybe it was the rain forecast for our first day.  Just three EDUCT members 
joined the many Scottish country dancers in Edwards Gardens on 7 June. 
However, we did discover that the husband and wife team of organizers of 
the dancing, Keith and Deirdre Bark, are both graduates of our University. 

Keith and Deidre have since extended an invitation to us to join them 
on Saturday 1 October for free instruction in Scottish country dancing at 
Eastminster United Church, at 310 Danforth Avenue.  Notices have already 
gone out to members about this event.

Dr. Pearce J. Carefoote’s Upcoming Talk on 
The History of Literary Censorship
by Chris Valley Ban

Censorship has been applied in some absurd situations.  Not surprisingly, 
therefore, censorship may provoke all sorts of responses ranging from fright 
to amusement.

Fifty-five years ago, on November 25, 1961, the Toronto Public Library 
handed over to Canadian customs officials its four copies of Henry Miller’s 
Tropic of Cancer, which many considered pornographic.  Originally published 
in Paris in 1934, a Grove Press paperback edition legally appeared in the 
U.S. in 1961.  Some copies managed to cross the border and ended up on 
our library shelves.  It was not until three years later, in 1964, when the 
Supreme Court of Canada decided the book had literary merit, that it began 
to circulate freely. 
 
This anecdote captures the essence of Dr. Carefoote’s talk which will briefly 
highlight the development of literary censorship from the Renaissance to 
the present day, emphasizing the futility of this endeavour even when public 
morality supported it at the time.  As the court decision over the Henry 
Miller work suggests, social mores, and thus what is deemed acceptable, 
tend to evolve. 
     
Dr. Carefoote is an entertaining and illuminating speaker.  He is a librarian at 
the University of Toronto’s Thomas Fisher Rare Book Library.  He specializes 

made out that they were beginners 
at bowls, but must have been 
playing something mighty similar 
in Hawaii.  They both managed to 
hit the jack on occasion and, with 
the somewhat unreliable assistance 
from the author, managed to beat 
the opposition provided by Alan, 
Cynthia and Chris on rink #1 with 
a healthy 7:5 score.  Maybe it was 
Henri-Lee just applying her skills as 
a psychologist that did it!

Rink #2 saw an even more dramatic 
demonstration of bowling skill as 
Ian McGregor and Anne Abraham 
knocked Con and Rachel out of 
the ballpark with a 16:6 victory.  
In contrast, fair play was the rule 
of the day on rink #3 where Toni 
McGregor and Christine drew 
7:7 with Margaret Reid and Jack.  
Seemingly, despite this very varied 
display of talent, we had behaved 
well enough to be invited back again 
next year by the Club.  

Once again, our hosts at the Club 
provided us with splendid cakes and 
tea.  We thank them both for that 
and for the excellent guidance on 
the art of spin as offered by Jean, 
Joyce and Douglas.

EDUCT’S 2016 Annual 
General Meeting
by Alan Pearson

Before the lawn bowling on Sunday, 
June 5, the duly convened 2016 
Annual General Meeting of EDUCT 
took place at the Etobicoke Lawn 
Bowling Club premises.  The 
meeting dealt with the required 
business which included the 
financial report showing another 
successful year and the election of 
the slate of Directors and Officers.  
Victoria Crewe-Nelson takes over 
as President from Alan Pearson who 
becomes Immediate Past President.  
Chris Valley Ban becomes the 
Vice-President and continues as 
Treasurer.  Paul Bradley, Simon 
Miles and Christine Saunders are 
continuing as Directors at Large 
with responsibilities as Director 
of Communications, Newsletter 
Editor and Membership Director 
respectively.

The hardy dancers: Alan Pearson, Rani Pooran, Chris Valley Ban, 
Deirdre and Keith Bark
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in classics and early books, and has 
a particular interest in the rise of 
biblical and sacred works.  This is in 
keeping with his role as an Anglican 
Reverend at the Cathedral Church of 
St. James.  He is also an authority 
on literary censorship and criticism, 
and is the author of the titillatingly 
titled, Forbidden Fruit: Banned, 
Censored and Challenged Books 
from Dante to Harry Potter.
His talk will address literary 
censorship in the aftermath of the 
introduction of the printing press 
in the late 15th century and its 
revolutionary implications.  How did 
books challenge authority?  What 
were the means taken to suppress 
them?  Were the powers that be 
effective in banning books outright 
or curtailing their publication, sale 
and transport?

One of the most famous 
manifestations of the pertinence of 
these questions occurred in 1559 
when the Roman Catholic Church’s 
Pope Paul IV promulgated the first 
Index Librorum Prohibitorum, more 
commonly known as the Index of 
Forbidden Books, which continued to 
be updated until 1948 and remained 
in effect until 1966.  Were the 
Protestants as censorious in their 
approach to literature? 

In the 20th century there were 
many famous books that caught 
the censor’s eye.  One of the most 

critically acclaimed works of modern literature is James Joyce’s Ulysses.  
Banned in the U.S. in the 1920s, prohibition era entrepreneurs rowed 
contraband copies across Lake Ontario for curious New York readers.  One 
wonders if there was a greater thrill in these illicit runs than the booze-filled 
ones.

Almost ten years ago, in 2007, some Catholic District School Boards 
removed author Philip Pullman’s Dark Matters trilogy from its shelves.  This 
had been sparked by the movie adaptation of the first fantasy adventure 
book in this series, The Dark Compass, which some in this community felt 
undermined their religious beliefs.  Should this have triggered thoughtful 
discussion and debate instead of immediate blanket censorship?  As Dr. 
Carefoote reflected for us to ponder in his book Forbidden Fruit, “The 
greatest threat to thought in a democracy may not be the arbitrary actions 
of a few legislators, but the power of either the majority or a powerful 
minority to exclude what does not reflect their own values.”
To benefit from Dr. Carefoote’s informative insights and his broad overview 
of this never-ending battle between censors and readers, plan to attend the 
talk on Thursday 27 October at 7 p.m.  

The talk will be given in the Events Room at the Ports Condominium, 1177 
Yonge Street (Yonge & Summerhill).  Space is limited so you must book your 
seats by responding to the notices circulated in advance or e-mailing Chris 
Valley Ban at chrisban@bell.net   The cost is $15 for members and their 
guests and $20 for non-members.

University of Edinburgh Announces $27 Million MasterCard 
Foundation Scholars Program
by Simon Miles

Over the next seven years some 260 African students will be assisted in 
their studies at the University of Edinburgh, thanks to a very generous 
award of $27 million by the MasterCard Foundation.

The MasterCard Foundation, established in 2006, is an independent, 
private foundation committed to advancing microfinance and the support of 
learning by young people.  Its overall aim is to assist those living in poverty 
to access opportunities to learn and prosper.  It is based in Toronto.  In 
2012, in support of the UN’s new initiative known as Education First, the 
Foundation announced its Scholars Program with its initial funding of $500 
million.   The Rt. Hon. Gordon Brown, an Edinburgh graduate, was named 
the UN’s Special Envoy of Education First.  As he observed at the time: 
“The MasterCard Foundation’s significant commitment to provide today’s 
youth with the values, attitudes, and skills to give back and contribute to 
their societies through education demonstrates the values at the heart 
of Education First.”  The initial network collaborating with the MasterCard 
Foundation was confined to American universities.  

On 25 May 2016 the University of Edinburgh announced that it is joining 
other universities in a now much-expanded network receiving support 
from the Foundation under this program.  As of 4 October 2016, African 
students can submit applications for support of their studies, whether at 
the undergraduate or graduate level, at Edinburgh.  They are expected to 
return to their home countries once they graduate.  Of the 260 students to 
be supported, it is expected that 80 scholarships will be for undergraduates 
and 120 for graduates.  Another 60 students participating in MasterCard 
Foundation supported studies at other universities will be able to benefit 
from taking online course offered by the University of Edinburgh.  
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The central question is one that is often asked in many countries these 
days.  Certainly, here in Toronto, it has also come up from time to time.  The 
examination of the question was remarkably comprehensive.  Mary provided 
excellent contextual background on the history of zoos and how they have 
evolved as the societal context has changed.  For example, as people travel 
more, and as TV documentaries on wild animals and their habitats have 
become everyday viewing, people’s expectations of zoos change.  And as 
human populations continue to expand inexorably, more species are put 
under greater pressure or eliminated entirely and so the role of zoos in 
conserving threatened species grows in importance.

But few, if any, countries provide adequate governmental funding for zoos.  
Most funds tend to come from visitors.  This results in zoos undertaking 
a balancing act as they attempt to find the funds to satisfy the curious 
visitors wanting to see the attractive and exotic species, while also funding 
the research needed to ensure that the right steps are taken to maintain 
populations of threatened species in their natural habitats.  Those steps 
may involve the zoo in ensuring that a suitable habitat is provided while 
an animal is in captivity (which may not favour the animal’s visibility), 
conducting research into which species need greater attention (which may 
not be the most iconic species), and devising ways of eventually moving 
threatened species back to their wild habitats.  

Working towards the release of threatened species into the wild, which 
has become a major preoccupation of zoos, is not a simple undertaking.  
One of the examples Mary gave was the contribution of the Edinburgh 
Zoo’s Conservation Centre to the eventual successful reestablishment of 
the Socorro Dove in its native habitat of Socorro Island, a small volcanic 
island about 600 km. off the west coast of Mexico.  The species had been 
declared extinct in Mexico.  Once the Edinburgh Zoo had increased the 
numbers of the doves it had in captivity, some of the birds were taken to a 
zoo in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  A captive population was bred there in 
an environment more similar to that of Mexico than Edinburgh.  Then some 
doves were taken to Mexico and bred there.  Soon, some of these birds 
will be taken to Socorro Island and, once sufficient in number, they will be 
released into their natural habitat.  

Another dimension of the Edinburgh Zoo’s work is the projects it undertakes 
in developing countries to protect the habitat of endangered species and 
assist in the reestablishment of those species numbers.  Mary illustrated 
this by reference to the Zoo’s work on chimpanzees in Uganda.  The 
fundamental threat to the chimps is the rapidly expanding human 

The Foundation’s award is the 
largest of its kind ever received by 
our University.  EDUCT joins the 
University in expressing its gratitude 
to the MasterCard Foundation for 
both its initiative in this field, with a 
very well thought out programme, 
and for including Edinburgh its 
network of collaborating universities.

For more information, click here.  

Mary Bownes Argues the Case 
for Zoos
by Simon Miles

Mary Bownes is Professor Emerita 
of Developmental Biology and Vice-
Principal for Community Development 
at the University of Edinburgh.  As 
Vice-Principal, she is responsible, 
among other things, for community 
engagement and outreach.  This 
also embraces the development of 
working relations with institutions 
such as the Edinburgh Zoo.  The 
Cabaret of Dangerous Ideas presents 
a magnificent opportunity for 
outreach to the general public on all 
manner of issues.  The Cabaret is 
part of the Fringe Festival.  Last year, 
Mary spoke to the dangerous idea 
that Edinburgh should ban students.  
As we reported in our EDUCT News 
of January 2016, she did an excellent 
job of convincing her audience that 
students are really very good for the 
City.  At this year’s Cabaret Mary 
addressed the question: should we 
have zoos?

As with last year’s presentation, 
Mary and her audience clearly 
had a very good time.  Susan 
Morrison, Scotland’s famous stand-
up comedian, was the compère 
and cabaret host and performed 
admirably as a tiger.  At various 
times she was caged, released 
and lost somewhere in the tent 
pitched in St. Andrew’s Square. 
The Cabaret is designed to get the 
audience participating.  Mary was 
constantly posing questions to those 
in attendance.  She also had people 
responding to a quiz to test their 
knowledge of endangered species.  It 
was tough!

Professor Mary Bownes, left, with Susan Morrison standing in for the tiger
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population.  The consequent 
increased need for agricultural land 
results in the clearance of more of 
the forest that is the habitat of the 
chimps.  Worse, the farmers then set 
traps which harm chimps foraging 
on their new croplands.  Zoo staff 
at the field station are teaching 
local people how to grow crops that 
are less susceptible to damage by 
the chimps and how to protect the 
chimps’ habitat.  There has been a 
remarkable reduction in the numbers 
of trapped chimps, both because of 
removal of poaching traps and the 
chimps developing alarm calls to 
warn of traps they see.

By the time she had finished her 
presentation it seemed pretty 
obvious that we should have zoos.  It 
was also clear, by implication, that 
the development of collaborative 
research and field work between 
zoos and universities – something 
that Mary has also been promoting 
– offers much potential for both 
parties…and for the animals!

EDUCT Geography Centenary 
Fund: We’ve Hit Sixty
by Simon Miles

For the 2016 – 2017 year the EDUCT 
Geography Centenary Fund has 
provided support for post-graduate 
research being undertaken by 
Richard Delf.  A summary of Richard’s 
research is provided in the next 
article.

After some struggling over the 
previous year, we are delighted 
to report the resumption of the 
growth of the capital for the EDUCT 
Geography Centenary Fund.  
Hopefully, the former bad news 
was no more than a product of the 
volatile markets.  At the end of the 
University’s Fiscal Year, on 31 July 
2016, the Fund’s total investment 
stood at £63,103.  Wonderful news!

All interested are reminded that 
the Fund remains open for further 
contributions.  Any assistance you 
can give to help us get to the next 
milestone of £70,000 would be much 
appreciated by all in Edinburgh.  

Doctoral Research Supported by the EDUCT Geography 
Centenary Fund 
by Simon Miles

This is the fifth year in which a doctoral 
student has enjoyed some financial support 
from the EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund.  
Richard Delf, this year’s recipient, is in the 
first year of his research.  I have worked 
with him to provide an introduction to his 
research in order to give donors to the Fund 
a good sense of what they are helping to 
make possible.

Richard grew up in Yorkshire, England.  At 
Ripon Grammar School he had his first 
exposure to the delights of travel to exotic 
places.  He was fortunate to be part of an 
expedition, organized by the British Schools 
Exploring Society, which enabled him to 
visit the Himalayas.  From Ripon he went 
to Lancaster University where he received 
a B.Sc. (Hons.) in Natural Sciences. He 
was attracted to Lancaster in part because 
it offered him a chance to undertake the 
second year of his three-year degree abroad.  
He chose to attend McMaster University, in 

Hamilton, Ontario, which, while not as exotic as the Himalayas, he enjoyed 
immensely.  He was struck by how dedicated the students were to their 
studies.  And he learned a lot about mathematical modeling.  But, yes, he 
did find time to enjoy Christmas on the beach in Florida and reading week at 
Collingwood’s Blue Mountain. 

His time at Lancaster had stimulated his interest in geosciences, which led 
to his pursuing an M.Sc. in 
Geophysics at the University 
of Leeds.  Leeds has a 
strong reputation in the 
geophysics of petroleum 
exploration.  He acquired 
an excellent understanding 
of techniques used in 
sub-surface exploration 
and achieved a Pass with 
Distinction. However it was 
not the oil industry that 
fascinated him at the time, 
but rather glaciology and 
climate change. Thus he 
chose to undertake a project 
with British Antarctic Survey 
for his M.Sc. thesis, before 
pursuing these interests 
further with a doctorate.
 
Richard opted for Edinburgh 
because it offered him an 
opportunity to apply his 
knowledge of exploration 
techniques to work on 

The view of Longyearbyen, the main town in 
Svalbard, from Longyearbreen, a small valley 
glacier above the town and one of the sites Richard 
may study

Richard Delf in Svalbard
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model the future response of glaciers to climate change.  

Richard is still at the stage at which he is doing a lot of reading on the 
techniques and their applications.  He is also developing computer models to 
predict the results of his experiments given predicted bed conditions, which 
will help in analyzing his field data. His fieldwork consists of towing the radar 
systems behind a snowmobile across the glacier when it is covered in snow 
in February and March.

Richard has been very fortunate to obtain funding from the Natural 
Environment Research Council (NERC) for three and a half years.  However, 
he is very appreciative of the additional support from the EDUCT Geography 
Centenary Fund, which will enable him to hire an assistant for the fieldwork.

Looking to the future, once he has his doctorate, Richard would like to 
continue in academia but recognizes it is very competitive.  Thus he may 
turn his attention to near-surface geophysics, in which he could apply the 
same techniques he has been studying to exploring the first 10 or 20 metres 
below the surface.

New Students Enjoy Warm Send-off 
by Simon Miles

On a very hot and steamy day in August Edinburgh University held a 
welcoming event for incoming students from the Toronto area.  The locale 
was a delightfully cool Branksome Hall School.  It was both very informative 
and fun.  Joanna Storrar, the Executive Director of the University’s North 
American office, opened proceedings with a mention that these students 
should feel right at home at Edinburgh given that there are now over 500 
Canadians studying there each year.  Perhaps inspired by the positively 
tropical weather Toronto was experiencing, she also made reference to the 
recent $27 million gift from Mastercard, based in Toronto, that is designed 
to enable more students from African countries to study at Edinburgh.

Jane O’Loughlin, of the University’s International Student Advisory Service, 
followed by giving the students both a detailed to-do list as they prepare for 
their departure and welcome advance information on the first week or so of 
their time in Edinburgh.

glaciers.  The working title of his 
Ph.D. thesis is “The characterization 
of sub-glacial hydrology using 
ground-penetrating radar”.  The 
work is focused geographically in the 
Svalbard islands, a small Norwegian 
territory located in the Arctic Ocean 
about 90 minutes, by air, north-west 
of Tromso.  

Svalbard is the most northerly 
settlement in the world with a 
permanent civilian population. 
Once a whaling and coal-mining 
outpost, it is now home to almost 
3,000 inhabitants and has a small 
university – the University Centre 
in Svalbard.  Richard’s superviser 
in Edinburgh is Dr. Nick Hulton.  
Dr. Hulton is an Associate at the 
University and Richard, in addition 
to being registered at Edinburgh, is 
also registered in Svalbard as a part-
time student, which enables him 
to receive logistical support for his 
fieldwork and classes there.

Since over 60 per cent of the islands 
are covered in glaciers this is a fine 
place for Richard’s fieldwork. The 
area is also home to a large number 
of surge-type glaciers that Richard 
finds fascinating. These glaciers flow 
very slowly for long periods of time 
before suddenly accelerating. There 
are conflicting ideas as to how and 
why this occurs and Richard’s task 
is to enhance our understanding 
of what accounts for this erratic 
movement.  

Richard’s particular contribution is to 
the improvement of the techniques 
for determining what is happening 
under the glaciers.  For this, he 
is using ground-penetrating radar 
systems.  These systems emit 
pulses of radio waves which are 
reflected by the bed of the glacier, 
and the travel time of these pulses 
can be recorded to find the thickness 
of the glacier.  Different glacier 
bed conditions may also result 
in changes to the form of pulses 
received.  However, the exact nature 
of these changes is uncertain.  
Further understanding of how these 
pulses interact with the bed may 
hold the potential to tell us much 
about sub-glacial settings and help 

The welcoming team: Joanna Storrar, Jane O’Loughlin, Liz Reilly, Ariana Carter and 
Morag MacKenzie
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Ariana Carter, a very articulate American student who has been working 
as an intern this summer in Joanna’s office in New York, then offered 
reassuring words of welcome by recounting some of her experience in that 
first week.  She is about to enter her fourth and final year of her B.Sc. in 
Ecological and Environmental Sciences with Management degree. 

The fun part was the ingenious challenge posed to everyone: try to find the 
person who has the English equivalent of the Scottish word you have been 
given…or the other way about.  Even the Scots among us learned some new 
words!

There were about ten EDUCT members in attendance, along with some new, 
returning alumni who have yet to be recruited to our membership. 

This is a relatively new event for the University, it having been inaugurated 
for Toronto-based students only last year.  While some of the parents and 
students had attended the information session in March this year, for others 
it was a first opportunity to meet up with Edinburgh staff.  Certainly, it 
seemed to be very well received.

EDUCT Decennial Endowment Fund: Update
by Simon Miles

As is the case with the EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund, the value of the 
total investment in the EDUCT Decennial Endowment Fund has recovered 
from the buffeting suffered in the volatile markets in the previous year.  
As of 31 July 2016, the end of the University’s financial year, the total 
investment stood at £139,425. 

As ever, we remind all who are interested that the Fund remains open for 
further contributions.

Katherine Grainger’s Fifth Olympic Medal 
and Polly Swann’s First
by Simon Miles

You may have seen the race in Rio.  Katherine Grainger and her rowing 
partner, Victoria Thornley, were leading most of the way in the double skulls 
final but were pipped at the post by the Poles.  Nevertheless, it was another 
silver medal for Grainger and, given all those other medals from previous 
Olympics, she also became the most decorated female British athlete to 

Kyra Walton (centre), who will be 
studying English Literature at Edinburgh, 
with her parents, Clive Walton and Briony 
Glassco

Hannah Nowers (centre), a Branksome 
student before she attended Edinburgh, 
and Patrick Hillan chat with Liz Reilly, 
Director, Major Gifts, of Edinburgh’s 
Development and Alumni office. 

Larissa Swenarchuk, studying law at 
McGill, is looking forward to spending a 
semester at Edinburgh Katherine Grainger (right) and Victoria Thornley celebrate their silver 

at Rio (Photo courtesy Getty Images and BBC official web site.)
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have competed in the Olympics….
ever! And then she has six world 
championships to her name too!

Katherine is a graduate in law 
from Edinburgh.  Despite the 
demands of studying for a law 
degree she found time for rowing 
while at our University.  Indeed, 
this is where she first took to the 
sport.  By 1996, in her fourth year, 
she was elected President of the 
Edinburgh University Boat Club.  Not 
surprisingly, Edinburgh honoured 
Katherine in May 2008 by inducting 
her into the University’s Sports 
Hall of Fame to reflect her later 
accomplishments.   She won her 
first Olympic medal – a silver - in 
Sydney in 2000.  This was followed 
by a silver in both Athens in 2004 
and Beijing in 2008.  London in 2012 
produced a gold, and now Rio has 
brought her another silver. 

Polly Swann, another rower, and 
doubtless inspired by Katherine, 
had taken six years off from her 
medical studies at Edinburgh to row 
as one of a Great Britain’s women’s 
coxed eight boat.  The Medical 
School had kindly changed its policy 
of allowing a student to be away 
from their studies for two years to 
accommodate Polly.  It paid off.  Her 
boat took the silver medal in Rio.  
She is now back at Edinburgh with 
her head in her books.  Will she be 
able to slow down on the rowing 
front?  She has an impressive 

record, having been a women’s coxless pairs World champion in 2013 and a 
European champion in 2014 and 2016.  We shall see.

EDUCT congratulates Katherine on another remarkable extension to her 
winning streak and Polly on the first of her Olympic medals.

For more about other Edinburgh students who participated at Rio, see this 
article.

Editor’s Note: EDUCT thanks Geoffrey Rose for the lead to this story.

Samuel Carter’s Medal

by Simon Miles

Avid readers of EDUCT News will have noticed our ongoing coverage of 
the progress of Samuel Carter in his studies at Edinburgh.  Samuel, the 
grandson of EDUCT Friend, Harry Ferguson, has just completed his third 
year in his pursuit of a B.Sc. in Environmental Geocience.  Understandably, 
Grandad Harry is tickled pink each time Samuel makes another mark in the 
Ferguson Family Official Records.  

EDUCT has just learned that Samuel has been awarded the class medal.  
Harry, whose first life was spent in mining, knows that it can be mighty 
challenging to dig up a nugget of gold that can fill the palm of his hand.  
Samuel seems to have found an easier way of achieving the same goal.  
Samuel is now contemplating a Ph.D.

EDUCT extends its congratulations to Samuel and looks forward to news of 
the next milestone reached down the yellow brick road.

Polly Swann  (Photo courtesy Polly 
Swann’s official web site.)

Samuel Carter at Eilean Donan Castle, near Skye
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their offerings in Canada, if only remotely.  Visit their website and put in 
your age and province to learn more.

Either way, enjoy your holidays visiting family, friends and places old and 
new.  I hope this ProTip for whisky tasting will be the gateway to great 
experiences on your holidays.

Sláinte!

Famous Alumni

James Clerk Maxwell

James Clerk Maxwell has been recognized by 
his alma mater, the University of Edinburgh, 
by having his name attached to the building 
housing the School of Mathematics, 
Physics and Meteorology.  His high school, 
Edinburgh Academy, boasts the James Clerk 
Maxwell Centre.  And more recently, in 
2008, a statue of him was erected in George 
Street, Edinburgh.  In 2000, a Millennium 
poll of 100 of the world’s most prominent 
physicists voted him as the third most 
famous physicist of all time, behind Newton 
and Einstein.

Some may see that as rather daunting for 
the young students of physics entering the 
University of Edinburgh today.  Hopefully, for 
the students, it is inspirational.  

All the more surprising is that Maxwell accomplished so much in such a 
short life.  He died of abdominal cancer at the age of 48. 

James was born in 1831, in India Street, in Edinburgh.  His family was well 
to do financially and well positioned socially.  When James was still very 
young the family moved into Glenlair House, which his father had built on an 
estate of 1,500 acres in Kirkudbrightshire.  It was a home to which James 
would become very attached.  His early education was provided by his 
mother, who was struck by James’s insatiable curiosity.  Seemingly, “What’s 
the go o’ that?” was ever on his tongue.  Regrettably, his mother died when 
James was eight.  Notably, it was abdominal cancer that took her life too.  
Although his father hired a private tutor that did not work out and by the 
age of ten James was sent off to Edinburgh Academy.  

Edinburgh Academy was not a comfortable place for the shy James.  
Doubtless this contributed to his focusing on his studies.  When he was 13 
he won the school prizes for maths, for English and for poetry.  And he had 
some competition.  Two of his classmates who did become friends for life 
were Lewis Campbell, the classicist, who later became a fellow of Balliol 
College at Oxford, and Peter Guthrie Tait, who would later be favoured over 
Maxwell for the Chair of Natural Philosophy at Edinburgh in 1860.  By the 
age of 14 he had written his first scientific paper.  It was considered notable 
enough to be presented to the Royal Society of Edinburgh, but James was 
considered too young to present it!  He had the honour of having it given on 
his behalf by James Forbes, then holder of the Chair of Natural Philosophy at 
Edinburgh.

By the time he was 16 James had entered the University of Edinburgh to 

Travelling to the UK?  Here’s 
a ProTip for Whisky Tourism
by Christine Saunders

Looking back at my student 
years in Edinburgh as a Canadian 
graduate student, there were a few 
seminal moments that defined my 
experience, beyond my studies.  
These included hiking the Great 
West Way, my first Burns night 
at a local rugby club, and truly 
understanding the power of a 
wool jumper on a damp November 
evening.

But what stands out best was 
my first serious encounter with 
Whisky tasting: identifying the 
hints of orange, chocolate, peat and 
sherry for the first time was a true 
gateway to the history and culture 
of Scotland.  I was fortunate to have 
some local friends take me to The 
Vaults, the warehouse location of 
the then new club of the Scottish 
Malt Whisky Society, in Leith, my 
ancestral home.

I was recently tickled to be reminded 
of this experience and to learn 
that the Society has thrived since 
that start in the early ‘90’s.   They 
now have three locations, two in 
Edinburgh and one in London.  I can 
assure you that there is no more 
knowledgeable, warm or welcoming 
place to sample a dram of the 
country’s best whiskies.

If you’re travelling to the UK this 
year, be sure to check it out and 
plan for a few hours of whisky 
tourism, from the comfort of a wing-
back chair!   For more details, visit 
rampantscotland.com.   If you’re 
not travelling, you can still become 
a member of the Society and enjoy 

The bar in the Queen Street, Edinburgh, 
location 

James Clerk Maxwell
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remarkable applications of mathematics to physics that I have ever seen”.   
And in 1980 direct observations by Voyager confirmed Maxwell’s findings.

James’s other achievement at this time was that he married Katherine Dewar, 
the daughter of the Principal of Marischal College.  Not much is known about 
her, although she did help in his laboratory experiments.

In 1860 Marischal College merged with King’s College to become the 
University of Aberdeen.  Unfortunately, still much younger than his 
contemporaries, James lost out when it came to filling the one Chair of 
Natural Philosophy.  And, as already noted, he also lost out when he applied 
for the Chair that became vacant at Edinburgh that year.  It was awarded 
to his childhood friend, Peter Guthrie Tait.  Fortune prevailed, however, and 
James ended up in the Chair of Natural Philosophy  at King’s College, London.

At King’s, Maxwell made major advances in the field of colour.  He was 
awarded the Royal Society’s prestigious Rumford Medal in 1860 for work in 
this field and in 1861 he was elected as a Fellow of the Society.  In the same 
year, at a lecture at the Royal Institution, he was the first to display a colour-
fast photograph. 

In 1865 Maxwell resigned from King’s and returned to continue his work 
at Glenlair.  However, he continued to make landmark contributions to 
science and maybe not surprisingly he was appointed as the first Cavendish 
Professor of Physics at Cambridge, in 1871.   It was in the time he was 
at King’s through to the time he started at Cambridge that he made his 
greatest contributions to pulling together his thinking in three fields and 
came up with his unified theory of electricity, magnetism and light.  Known 
as the Theory of Electromagnetism, which is summarized in four equations 
that bear his name, this contribution to science now underpins all modern 
information and communication technologies.  In essence, the equations 
demonstrate that electricity, magnetism and light are all manifestations 
of the same phenomenon: the electromagnetic field.  Maxwell’s equations 
for electromagnetism have been called the “second great unification in 
physics”, the first being the one realized by Isaac Newton.  Albert Einstein, 
on the centenary of Maxwell’s birth, put it another way when he described 
Maxwell’s work as the “most profound and the most fruitful that physics has 
experienced since the time of Newton“.  Not bad for one of our fellow grads!

The author acknowledges the value of Wikipedia in compiling this article.

Welcome To Our New Members
by Simon Miles

Rhonda Moore

Rhonda Moore is a Policy and Project Manager with the Public Policy Forum in 
Ottawa.  The Forum is a small, non-profit, non-partisan, public policy think 
tank.  Although it is non-governmental, the Forum was founded by a group 
of federal Deputy Ministers and business leaders, in 1987, with the objective 
of providing the space for public and private sector leaders to discuss major 
public policy and governance issues.  It receives no core support from 
governments, and relies on project support and member fees.

Although Rhonda joined the staff of the Forum only in April 2015, she has 
already been involved in a wide variety of projects. These include building 
a network of Canadian energy regulators, exploring Canada’s innovation 
system (specifically the role of incubators), researching new methods for 
financing innovation, optimizing domestic and international student mobility, 

take courses in logic, metaphysics, 
mathematics, and natural philosophy 
(what we call physics today).  It 
seems he found the studies were 
not very demanding and thus he 
had plenty of time for his own 
experiments, most of which were 
carried out back at Glenlair House.  
One of his notable discoveries at that 
time was photoelasticity, which is a 
way of determining the distribution 
of stress in structures.  Two more 
scientific papers were presented to 
the Royal Society of Edinburgh when 
he was 18, but again he was seen as 
too young to present them himself. 

After graduating from Edinburgh in 
1850, James moved to Cambridge.  
In 1854 he graduated with a degree 
in mathematics.  Again, he had 
made a major contribution to his 
field with a paper entitled On the 
Transformation of Surfaces by 
Bending.  He was encouraged to stay 
on at Cambridge and to apply for a 
fellowship at Trinity College.  This he 
received in short order (judging by 
the slow pace at which appointments 
like this moved in those days) and 
he began to give more time to his 
interest in the nature and perception 
of colour.  However, he had only 
just begun his formal fellowship 
when he was encouraged by his 
former professor at Edinburgh, 
James Forbes, to apply for the Chair 
of Natural Philosophy at Marischal 
College, in Aberdeen.   Bear in mind 
he was still 25 at this point!  He got 
the job.

Maxwell stayed at Marischal College 
from 1856 to 1860.  His greatest 
contribution in that time was his 
work on the nature of Saturn’s rings.  
Driven by the fact that St. John’s 
College, Cambridge, had selected 
this theme for the prestigious 1857 
Adams Prize, James devoted two 
years to studying the rings.  He 
concluded that the rings must be 
composed of small particles, which 
he called ‘brick-bats’, orbiting Saturn.  
His paper, On the Stability of the 
Motion of Saturn’s Rings, led to his 
being awarded the Adams Prize in 
1859.  The Astonomer Royal of the 
time, Sir George Biddell Airy, said 
of the paper “It is one of the most 
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devising a means for Canadian 
millennials to shape Canada’s energy 
future, and more.  It is a stimulating 
environment for someone who is 
motivated by the opportunity to learn 
constantly.

Rhonda is no stranger to Ottawa.  
She was born there and grew up 
across the river in Rupert, Quebec.  
She completed CEGEP at Dawson 
College in Montreal, a school of 
about 9,000 students, before moving 
to Mount St. Vincent University to 
pursue an undergraduate degree in 
Public Relations.  With only 3,000 
students, “The Mount”, as it is 
endearingly called by its students 
and alumni, was a very different 
space when compared with Dawson 
College.  Nevertheless, “The Mount” 
made an impact on Rhonda; she 
was instrumental in starting the 
Ottawa chapter of the Mount’s alumni 
association in 2003.   

Armed with her B.P.R., Rhonda 
returned to Ottawa in 2002.  During 
the following eleven years, she 
worked in a variety of capacities 
within the field of higher education, 
including research communications, 
strategic communications, and 
research and policy analysis.  Among 
her employers were the Natural 
Sciences and Engineering Research 
Council (NSERC), the University of 
Ottawa, and Universities Canada 
(formerly the Association of 
Universities and Colleges of Canada).

In 2013, Rhonda elected to return to 
university, and formalize a transition 
in her career path.  

Rhonda chose Edinburgh partly 
because the family has ancestral 
roots in Scotland, but mainly because 
she was attracted to the field of 
Science, Technology and Innovation 
Studies, or STIS, which came into 
being at Edinburgh approximately 50 
years ago.  

Rhonda elected to complete a 
12-month Taught Masters.  Her well-
honed skills in time management 
and research enabled her to 
demonstrate that youth is indeed 
wasted on the young.  She carved 

out plenty of time to enjoy other offerings 
of the University.  She joined most societies 
associated with food and drink (a personal 
passion) but focused on The Water of Life 
Society.  Indeed, she was committed to 
acquiring a second masters in whisky!  
Amazingly, Rhonda managed to visit some 
37 distilleries in her year in Scotland.  She 
has made copious notes and taken many 
photographs of her experiences, which she is 
always willing to share.

Yes, Rhonda did have time to make it to 
the continent and to look up relatives in 
Scotland.  On a trip through Dufftown, she 
was delighted to discover that good taste 
may be hereditary when she confirmed that 
ancestors buried in the nearby Kirktown 
of Mortlach are but a stone’s throw from 
the distillery of the same name.  The living 
relatives, much to her delight, were as 

enjoyable as the whisky.

Although all that extramural activity makes one wonder how the studies 
fared, Rhonda managed to produce a first-rate dissertation.  She recalls 
being driven to complete it by 11:00 a.m. one morning in order to give her 
time to make it to the Whisky Fringe, a gathering that brought together 
many whisky distillers in a church, at the time of the Edinburgh Festival.  For 
her efforts Rhonda was awarded the prestigious David Edge Prize in Science, 
Technology and Innovation Studies.  This prize is awarded annually for the 
best M.Sc. dissertation in that subject group.  The prize commemorates the 
life and work of Professor David Edge, the founding director of the University 
of Edinburgh’s Science Studies Unit and a pioneering figure in the social 
studies of science, technology and innovation.  

In late 2014 Rhonda returned to Canada and to the world of higher education 
policy. Six months later the Public Policy Forum came knocking, and Rhonda 
could not resist the opportunity to take up the challenge and the buffet of 
policy issues the Forum offered.

EDUCT is delighted that Rhonda has acquired her taste for whisky and her 
commitment to studying all things associated with the art of the distillers.  
We have persuaded her to travel to Toronto in late 2017 to act as our guide 
for our next whisky tasting.  We look forward to giving her the third degree…
for which she has been studying so hard.  

Alan Fraser

Alan Fraser is currently running Canadian Hero Fund, a charity that he and 
other students established while they were at the University of Toronto.  The 
Fund raises money to support the provision of scholarships for the children 
and spouses of the military personnel who have died in service.  Alan and his 
fellow students were very moved by the increasing number of personnel who 
were losing their lives in the service of their country.  Alan manages to do 
this from Bracebridge, in Muskoka, which has been his hometown since he 
was four.

As a student at Bracebridge and Muskoka Lakes Secondary School Alan 
was passionate about music.  By the age of 15 he was travelling weekly 

Rhonda Moore: finding happiness 
at Portobello Beach
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to Toronto to play the trombone in 
the Hannaford Youth Band for high 
school and university students.  The 
band, which had been established by 
the internationally known Hannaford 
Street Silver Band, gave enthusiastic 
youth the opportunity to excel.    And 
he recalls being blown away with the 
opportunity to play with Canadian 
Brass at an Xmas concert at Roy 
Thomson Hall. 

At Trinity College, at the University of 
Toronto, he received a B.A. (Hons.) 
in History and Political Science.  He 
was very active in the Kappa Alpha 
Society, a literary society, the Toronto 
chapter of which was established in 
1892.  Its membership has included 
such luminaries as William Lyon 
MacKenzie King and Michael Wilson.  
Alan served as Treasurer and then 
as President.  The members met 
once a week for a black tie dinner 
followed by a philosophical discussion.  
As President, his main task was to 
manage some 30 members.  For 
his educational achievement plus 
his service to the Society Alan was 
awarded the Society’s John Hart 
Hunter Educational Scholarship.

After graduating with distinction 
in 2008 Alan joined Appleton and 
Associates, a high-profile consultancy 
working on international investment 
disputes and trade issues.  He clearly 
made a good impression.  Within 
weeks he became the Executive 
Assistant to the managing partner, 
Barry Appleton.  Those two years 
gave him valuable exposure to 

international negotiations.  He recalls, for example, the opportunity to sit in 
on the arbitration hearings, on international investment disputes, being held 
under Chapter Eleven of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), 
at the World Bank, in Washington. 

That experience gave him a taste for further studies in law.  He had already 
had the opportunity to visit Edinburgh and that, coupled with his Scottish 
ancestry, and his desire to live out of his own comfort zone, led him to apply 
to the University of Edinburgh to study for his LL.B. (Scots).  He was there 
under the accelerated two-year programme from 2010 to 2012.  He served as 
Chairman of the Mature Law Students Society, which promotes professional 
development opportunities and facilitates a transition into a career post.  
Why ‘mature’ you may ask.  Well, it seems that all those in the accelerated 
programme get to wear this badge.  Unfortunately, just as he was finishing 
his degree in 2012 the UK Government did away with the ability to stay on 
in the UK for a year following graduation.  Thus his own plans for a smooth 
transition into a law firm in the UK were thwarted. 

However, although Alan returned to Canada in 2012 he decided that he 
should complete the conversion of his Scots Law degree to English Law. 
This he was able to do, from Canada, through distance education at the BPP 
University Law School in London, England, with a visit to London for exams 
in 2013.  He passed.  This means that he is now ready to complete his Legal 
Practice Certificate, which has to be taken in London.  His other option, on 
the legal career front, is to spend another year to take further exams in 
Canada to qualify to article in Canada.  Being open to the idea of working 
in the UK or in Canada, Alan is currently exploring opportunities for a job in 
which he can make good use of his legal training and his work experience.  

In the meantime the Fund keeps Alan busy.  It has been very successful in 
raising money.  Somehow, Alan arranged for the band, The Trews, to donate 
a portion of its royalties earned on its popular song, Highway of Heroes, to 
the Fund.  He has also developed a partnership with Chapman’s Ice Cream to 
help with funding. 
For his achievements, in 2013, at the tender age of 27, he received 
the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal.  Impressive!  EDUCT 
congratulates Alan on this honour and trusts that wherever he ends up in the 
world he will keep in touch with us.  

Henry Yeung

Henry Yeung is a man of many parts.  Over his life he has moved from being 
a laboratory chemist to corporate manager and, in later years, to being 
involved in missionary work.  As a life-long learner, he seems to be forever 
pursuing another degree.  And for his spiritual well-being he supplements his 
missionary work with gardening.

Henry was born and grew up in Hong Kong.  His undergraduate studies were 
at the Hong Kong Polytechnic where he received a Higher Diploma in Textile 
Chemistry.  This qualified him to sit the exams of the Society of Dyers and 
Colourists in the UK.  In this way he became a Chartered Colourist in 1979.  

His entry into the world of work was in a Hong Kong factory dyeing and 
finishing textiles. After gaining some manufacturing experience, Henry moved 
to Labtest, which later became part of a global testing and certification 
corporation, Intertek, which is listed on the London Stock Exchange. There 
he conducted laboratory tests and initiated quality improvement programmes 
for a wide range of consumer products for such clients as Marks and Spencer 
and Canadian Tire.  Over time, he moved up to become General Manager of 
Operations.

Alan Fraser
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the work of the Fountainhead Christian Charitable Association, spreading the 
Gospel in China.  He has since become a member of the Board of Directors of 
the FCCA.  The organization serves in educational and charitable ministries, 
including an orphanage, in China and Henry travels there from time to time.  
He has witnessed a growing interest in and acceptance of Christianity in 
China.

In 2007, Henry started his Doctor of Education degree at the University of 
Edinburgh.  Again, he was a part-time student.  He had to go four times a 
year to Edinburgh over the first two and a half years of his studies there, but 
he really appreciated the flexibility and the quality that the programme offered 
him.  His thesis enabled him to explore issues relating to the inequality of 
opportunity for education in rural areas in China.  He graduated in 2013. 

Henry’s life is enriched by gardening.  He finds it spiritually satisfying to play 
with the juxtaposition of colours and being able to relate to the natural world.  
It was something that was just not possible to do in the concrete jungle of 
Hong Kong.  He now sees himself as CGO of the Yeung household.  CGO?  
Chief Gardening Officer! 

EDUCT welcomes Henry and awaits news on his having started his next 
degree!

Henri-Lee Stalk

Henri-Lee Stalk is a doctoral student in clinical psychology at the University 
of Hawaii.  Since she is in the final stages of writing her dissertation Henri-
Lee has been able to return to Toronto.  She expects to defend her doctoral 
research in the next year.  EDUCT is delighted to welcome her back; she had 
joined us in 2008 but continuing active participation became impossible with 
the move to Hawaii.   

Life has provided Henri-Lee with a cornucopia of very varied experiences.  
Born in Japan, while her father was working in the Tokyo office of Boston 
Consulting Group, she moved to Toronto for a year at the age of four.  Then 
it was to Maryland until she was eleven before returning to Toronto when 
her father was establishing the Toronto office of BCG.  This move allowed 
Henri-Lee time to complete her schooling at the Toronto French School.  The 
School offers a European-based programme that leads to an International 
Baccalaureate.  This is just what is needed to enter a European university, 
Edinburgh included. 

Somehow, in the midst of career 
advancement, he found the time 
to undertake a part-time degree.  
The University of Warwick offered 
a M.Sc. in Manufacturing System 
Engineering.  This enabled Henry to 
better appreciate how members of 
the supply chain are linked together 
and can be structured to improve the 
quality of their work and thus their 
products, ultimately gaining higher 
customer satisfaction.  Since Warwick 
offered this degree in collaboration 
with the Hong Kong Polytechnic, 
Henry was able to earn his M.Sc. 
in 1996 without having to leave his 
work.  

With just a one-year break from 
academia, in 1997 Henry started 
his part-time studies for his M.A. 
in Comparative Asian Studies from 
the University of Hong Kong.  This 
enabled him to focus on his interest 
in the history and socio-political 
dynamics of various Asian countries.  
He graduated in 1999. 

In 2000, Henry became Intertek’s 
President of Consumer Operations in 
the USA.  Based in New Jersey, he 
and his family experienced the horror 
of 9/11 in 2001.  His stay was short.  
In 2002, Henry returned to Hong 
Kong to serve as Chief Executive of 
Hong Kong Operations and Corporate 
Vice President.   

But again the stay was short.  He 
decided he wanted a change of life, 
and this time it was the Christian 
ministry that was getting his 
attention.  In his late twenties Henry 
had become a Christian.  He was 
becoming increasingly conscious that 
he had given a lot to the corporate 
world and now he wanted to give 
more time to the Christian ministry. 

In 2003 he emigrated to Canada 
and stayed here in Toronto. His first 
three years were spent part-time 
at Tyndale Seminary in North York, 
but also enjoying family life.  The 
seminary is a small, degree-granting 
institution.  This time, Henry’s 
studies led to his being awarded 
the degree of Master of Theological 
Studies in 2006.  During his time in 
the seminary he became involved in 

Henry Yeung teaching in China
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The University Sailing Club was an attraction in Henri-Lee’s first year.  But 
being on the sailing team was both demanding of one’s time for studies and, 
as she astutely observes, because of the bonding within the club, there can 
be too much of a demand on one’s social time.  She opted for other sources 
of fun – and highly rated were trips with her classmates around Scotland, 
travels to the Continent with friends or family and getting involved with the 
local community in which she lived.  

Graduating from Edinburgh in 2005 Henri-Lee had a visa that allowed her 
to stay in the UK for another year.  She joined DSG International (formerly 
Dixons), the consumer electronics retail chain, as an Assistant Advertising 
Manager in their office in Hemel Hempstead, just north of London.  Dreams 
of staying in England forever were short-lived.  Henri-Lee soon realized she 
wanted to work with people in a different capacity. She had set her sights on 
becoming a psychologist. 

Next stop: Columbia University, for a Post-Baccalaureate Certificate in 
Psychology.  This programme allowed her to complete the necessary 
requirements to pursue her doctorate in psychology.  And while at Columbia 
Henri-Lee was employed part-time providing research support to an industrial 
psychologist at the Columbia University Business School who was writing a 
book. 

In 2008 Henri-Lee returned to Toronto.  That is when she first joined EDUCT.  
But she was no sooner here than she had received a funded offer from the 
University of Hawaii, at Manoa, to pursue her doctorate in clinical psychology.  
Clinical psychology addresses the needs of people facing mental health 
concerns.  Henri-Lee’s clinical training was focused on providing evidence-
based cognitive behavioural therapy to children and youths who had come 
from backgrounds marked by poverty, trauma and neglect.  They were not 
getting the best of care and they often ended up in prison.  This prompted 
her to study for a law degree, part-time at night, while still keeping up her 
ongoing commitments to her doctoral studies and associated work.  By 
2014 she had received her J.D. degree and secured an American Psychology 
Association approved clinical internship at a juvenile correctional facility.  
She was able to provide therapeutic support to severely mentally ill youth, 
and advocate for their rights with prison staff and other professionals in the 
juvenile justice system. She left this internship with an increased awareness 
of the iatrogenic effects of incarceration and the service limitations placed on 
mental health providers who work in these settings.

Henri-Lee’s research programme is focused on juvenile delinquency, its 
comorbidity with other disorders and the treatment of youth with sexual 
misconduct behaviour.  In her dissertation she is using archival data from 
a state public health system to examine whether there are differences in 
treatment modalities between youth with sexual misconduct problems in 
comparison to similarly matched youth, across levels of care.

There is very little research in the area of sexual behaviour and juvenile 
sexual offending and Henri-Lee hopes her findings will provide the field with 
an understanding of the practice approaches used by therapists treating 
these youth. 

Henri-Lee moved back to Toronto to complete her data analysis and finish 
her dissertation.  She is very close to her family and after nearly ten years of 
being apart from them she is excited to back home.  She is very fortunate to 
be the eldest of six children in her family.  Four were adopted from different 
countries.  Growing up, they found it was a bit like a mini United Nations. 

Henri-Lee was attracted to Edinburgh 
for multiple reasons: she liked 
the idea of a four-year Masters; it 
provided an opportunity to study 
abroad and get some experience that 
would be different from the more 
conventional North American degree 
programmes; it was a good fit with 
her IB; and, the tuition costs were 
reasonable.  Fortunately, she had 
done well enough at school to be 
accepted.

Henri-Lee opted for the joint degree 
of an M.A. Honours in English and 
Scottish Literature, with additional 
courses in English Language 
(struggling with English dialects) 
and American History.  University 
life lived up to her expectations.  
Reading Walter Scott while walking 
the streets of the city where Scott 
had spent so much of his time 
was a joy.  Studying at the oldest 
department of English literature in 
the world provided plenty of food 
for the imagination.  Edinburgh 
was full of bright young people who 
were ambitious, but also wanted to 
have fun.  There was no sense that 
the pressure was on to prove that 
you are brilliant.  Yet there was the 
challenge to be an independent, 
self-reliant student.  And she found 
terrific University accommodation, 
in Darroch Court, just off the Royal 
Mile … and just across the road from 
a crisis service centre.  Maybe this 
was her introduction to the world of 
psychology?

Henri-Lee Stalk
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Looking to the future, Henri-Lee 
would like to develop a career in 
consulting.  She is currently an 
independent contractor providing 
paralegal and consultancy services 
for a reputable trial litigation firm.  
She was hired to work closely with, 
interview and provide trauma-
informed paralegal services to 
clients involved in a major tort case 
involving psychological damages.  

She hopes to use her law and 
psychology skills either in personal 
injury and civil litigation, jury 
consultancy, corporate consultancy 
or succession and estate planning for 
family businesses. 

EDUCT welcomes Henri-Lee and her 
husband Konrad back to Toronto and 
hopes that they will be able to find 
their dream jobs right here.

Book Review

The Highland Clearances 
Revisited
by Donald J. Gillies

Eric Richards, The Highland Estate 
Factor in the Age of the Clearances, 
(Laxay, Isle of Lewis: Islands Book 
Trust, 2016, 88 pp.).  ISBN 978 1 
907443 70 1

The Highland Clearances, a topic 
Eric Richards returns to in his new 
book, The Highland Estate Factor 
in the Age of the Clearances, took 
place from the mid-1700s until the 
1880s, and still today reverberate 
in the minds and hearts and history 
of Highlanders, as well as in the 
scholarship of the political economy 
of Scotland.  They had a huge and 
sustained impact on the Highlands 
and Islands of Scotland and 
subsequently on where those who 
were displaced – cleared, evicted, 
sponsored, or emigrant – moved 
to: other parts of Scotland and the 
United Kingdom, and all over the 
world, principally to the then British 
Empire.  Many settled in Canada 
where, in their day, they contributed 
greatly to the building of a new 
nation and formed a significant 
component of the Scottish Diaspora.

What was cleared?  The land on the estates where crofters lived and worked 
their small-holdings – their crofts – which were usually held in tenancy 
from the landlord, the owner of the estate, with no security of tenure.  In 
this book Richards has chosen to give particular attention to a number of 
crofting estates, their proprietors – there were about 800 – and above all 
to their factors, who played a pivotal role primarily during the Clearances, 
but also in the troubled decades that followed.  The title factor, a Latin word 
meaning someone who does or acts (among many other meanings), is better 
understood as a Scottish estate manager, steward, land-agent or occasionally 
chamberlain, titles all to be found in this book.  Most of the factors are 
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A SPECIAL OFFER TO EDUCT 
MEMBERS

Would you like to own a copy of 
the latest book on the University of 
Edinburgh?

Jean Grier and Mary Bownes, 
Private Giving, Public Good: 
The Impact of Philanthropy at 
the University of Edinburgh, 
(Edinburgh: University of Edinburgh 
Press, 2014), 224 pp., £30.

EDUCT would like to make it 
possible for every member to own 
a copy of this magnificent book on 
our University.  We have arranged 
for a slight discount to be offered 
to members.  Just how much we 
can offer off the market price of 
£30 depends on our shipping costs.  
If you would like to purchase a 
copy, or if you are planning to visit 
Edinburgh soon and can help with 
the transport of a few copies at no 
charge, please contact Simon Miles 
at 416-466-8793 or 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca
 
For a review of the book, see EDUCT 
News, September 2014, p.19.

unknown even to many experts in the history of the Clearances, although 
the names of the estates and some of the proprietors have remained in the 
collective Scottish consciousness.  Richards vividly recounts the crofting 
conditions and factoring practices of the period in Atholl; Assynt; the Black 
Isle; Skye; the Earl of Seaforth’s 400,000 acres on the island of Lewis along 
with Glenshiel, Kintail, Lochalsh, and Ross-shire on the mainland; the Duke of 
Sutherland’s massive holdings centring on Dunrobin Castle in Golspie, today 
a busy tourist attraction and wedding venue.  As well, there is an elaborate 
and sustained treatment of the Duke of Argyll, chief of Clan Campbell, in 
Inveraray Castle on Loch Fyne, where the 175,000 acres of 1877 had shrunk 
to 81,000 by the time the present chief inherited the property in 2001.  
Richards’s fascinating depiction of the complex interaction among crofters, 
factors, and landlords over these 140 years, supported by a striking array of 
scholarly data, forms the essential core of the book.

The function of the factors has generally not been well understood.  Richards 
sets out to rectify this situation.  “In Scotland in general, the old estate 
administration system persisted longer and became more professionalised 
somewhat later [than in the rest of the United Kingdom] …The origins of this 
managerial class in the Highlands coincided with the period, which witnessed 
the Clearances [from about 1790 until the Napier Commission of 1883] 
and their aftermath.  It was a time of accelerated change, restructuring the 
Highlands under new conditions, a new context.  The old ways of running 
the Highland estate were challenged by new pressures – and the factor was 
at the centre of this long crisis in the Highlands.”  In particular there had 
come what Richards terms the “Highland Crisis” of 1780 to 1850, which 
added more responsibilities to the factors’ workload: buying from and selling 
to other parts of Britain, maintaining the old cattle trade while increasing 

fishing, kelp harvesting for the glass-
making industry, and, above all, sheep 
farming. Along with the depredations 
of war, famine and clearance, to land 
too poor for the new inhabitants – the 
sheep, or “four-legged Englishmen” 
– had come an unaccountably rapid 
population growth, despite the dire 
limitations on the necessities of life, 
and the subsequent competition 
between people and sheep for a fixed 
amount of land.  The people lost.

By and large the factors were 
unpopular and some were even 
hated, becoming “the central figure 

in the demonology of the Clearances, feared and reviled across the region 
over many decades, accounted responsible for the turmoil and anger of the 
times.”  A further and common disadvantage was that most of the factors 
had no Gaelic, and were known to commonly mock the “outlandish” culture 
of the Highlands.  They were expected to ensure the financial viability of 
their proprietors’ estates, and were forced to collect ever more and higher 
croft rents to cope with the pressures brought about by the “conspicuous 
consumption of their employers – exacerbated by absenteeism [75% in 
1841], massive capital expenditure on houses, external travel and living 
arrangements [and] usually in the invidious position of counterbalancing 
the extravagance of their proprietors ... in a highly unstable context … 
[becoming] the channel, the conduit which transmitted the strain from the 
top to the bottom of the system which, in the last resort, ended with the 
eviction of small tenants in order to accommodate the introduction of higher 
paying sheep farmers and, later, sporting tenants.”  They were also left to 
handle the “old duties left over from previous times.  This included recruiting 

A factor at work clearing tenants from 
the property of his boss, the landlord
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for regiments, maintaining political 
influence and preserving religious 
conformity.”

Eviction required forcing people out 
of their homes, usually a hands-on 
undertaking.  Our photograph shows 
the factor at work, implementing 
the system’s “apparatus of eviction 
… a long chain of command and 
execution. There was a cast of 
sub-factors, local agents, police, 
legal people, sheriff officers, 
enforcers, militia – an entire 
hierarchy of evicting teams.”  Their 
activities were even reflected in 
Scottish literature.  In Robert Louis 
Stevenson’s Kidnapped, published 
in 1886 and set in the Highlands, 
the factor is depicted “as a figure of 
hatred, a man who met a nasty fate, 
who was indeed murdered.”  In the 
Lowlands, “Robert Burns’s peasant 
family in Ayrshire lived in fear of the 
Steward, or factor, whose letters and 
threatenings, Burns says, ‘threw us 
all into tears’.”

Richards concludes that, “in reality, 
the crofters had resisted the changes 
sought by the estates and the 
factors; indeed, despite their poverty 
and isolation, they had
persisted into the twentieth century 
and beyond, clinging on against 
all odds … It is not difficult to view 
the factors’ position as packed with 
tension and contradiction … It was a 
prolonged and bitter contest between 
the crofters and the management.”  
The factors “were the instruments 
of a deeply unpopular policy, 
and they had inherited a broken-
backed system. They were invested 
with a great deal of discretionary 
authority and free from the direct 
supervision of their masters.”  They 
were “the products of a system of 
extreme land monopoly and regional 
retrogression. They were also the 
product of a culture in which there 
was no consultation with the people 
over whom they exerted so much 
local authority.  It was a system that 
began to crack in the 1870s when 
the existing social order at last faced 
the full consequences of the adverse 
circumstances of which the factors 
were both makers and victims.”  By 
then, many of them “were managing 

a crofting system in which they had no belief, no intellectual commitment.”

This deplorable state of affairs was eventually dealt with by the British 
government, in response to demonstrations by crofters against excessively 
high rents, lack of security of tenure on land that had been in families for 
generations, and the forced evictions of crofters, directed and carried out 
by the factors.  The demonstrations started in Wester Ross and Lewis in the 
1870s, and by the early 1880s had moved to Skye.  Local police forces were 
called upon by the landlords to enforce what they believed to be their rights.  
With limited resources, however, the police found it difficult to cope with the 
increasing demands put upon them.  It therefore became an issue needing 
the attention of prime minister William Gladstone’s government, whereupon 
in 1883 he ordered the appointment of the Royal Commission of Inquiry 
into the Condition of Crofters and Cottars in the Highlands and Islands, 
with Francis Napier, 10th Lord Napier, its chairman.  Among the five other 
members was professor Donald MacKinnon, a native Gaelic speaker from the 
island of Colonsay in the Western Isles, and first professor of Celtic in the 
University of Edinburgh.

The commission began its work in Skye and travelled the length and 
breadth of the Highlands and Islands, including Orkney and Shetland, 
gathering evidence from crofters, landlords and others who were familiar 
with the plight of the indigenous population.  Its report – universally 
known as the Napier Report ¬– was published in 1884 and led to the 1886 
Crofters’ Holding Act.  It has been succeeded by many other acts of the 
United Kingdom and Scottish Parliaments, establishing today’s Crofting 
Commission, the regulatory body for crofting.  Under Scottish law it is 
a Non-Departmental Public Body, which operates on a day-to-day basis 
independently of the Scottish government but for which Scottish ministers 
are ultimately responsible.  The most recent act is the Crofting Reform 
(Scotland) Bill, passed by the Scottish Parliament on 1 July 2010.  The 
principal aims of the bill are to: 

• reform the Crofting Commission to make it more democratic and 
accountable by including elected members;

• establish a new Crofting Register that will provide greater legal certainty 
over the extent and interests in crofts; 

• place duties on tenant and owner-occupier crofters to live on, or near, 
their croft and to work the land; 

• provide the Commission with powers to enforce these duties;
• address speculation on the value of croft land; and
• protect croft land for the benefit of future generations.   
 

In addition to this ongoing legislation, the currency of the Highland 
Clearances remains a topic of academic research and media commentary as 
exemplified by two disparate sources.

First, at the biennial Rannsachadh na Gàidhlig/Researching Gaelic conference 
held in June 2016 at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, the Skye campus of the University 
of the Highlands and Islands, Dr Iain MacKinnon presented a paper entitled 
The Invention of the Crofting Community.  Dr MacKinnon is the Skye-born 
member of a crofting family, a Gaelic speaker and an activist and blogger 
on the political economy of crofting and land ownership.  As Research 
Fellow on the Governance of Land and National Resources in the University 
of Coventry’s Centre for Agroecology, Water and Resilience, his ongoing 
research is woven into the fabric of Scotland’s sustained efforts to deal with 
crofting issues that have been an economic, social, cultural, and political 
concern since at least the last decade of the 18th century.

Second, crofting matters feature in the mass media in the United Kingdom 
on a regular and frequent basis.  The West Highland Free Press, published 
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weekly in Broadford, Skye, and 
circulating throughout the Highlands 
and Islands, has printed over 100 
articles on aspects of crofting in the 
last year alone, and for many years 
before.  Crofting stories may be 
found as well in other major Scottish 
newspapers – the Herald, the 
Scotsman, the Press and Journal, and 
the Inverness Courier. BBC Scotland 
English radio and television, as well 
as BBC Alba, the Gaelic television 
service, and BBC Radio nan Gaidheal, 
cover crofting regularly.  The national 
Inksters law firm, with offices in 
the Central Belt, the East Coast, 
and the Highlands and Islands, has 
an unusual and busy crofting law 
practice, reinforced by its Crofting 
Law Blog, further evidence of the 
scale of crofting issues.  Much of 
what these organizations report on 
and deal with can be attributed to the 
work of the factors and their bosses 
so long ago.

The cover of the book reproduced 
here, although over-simplified, is 
indexical of the post-Clearances 
Scotland: no people, only sheep.  
Now there are also increasingly 
deer, to be stalked and hunted at 
huge prices.  A recent BBC news 
report estimates that there are 
about 700,000 deer on sporting 
estates available for stalking in 
Scotland, thought to generate over 
£100 million a year with more than 
£70 million remaining in Scotland.  
Stalking-clients can expect to pay 
up to £500 to shoot a stag and £100 
for a hind, along with travel and 
accommodation costs.  It is a large-
scale international business.  Crofting 
and stalking don’t mix.

Still, crofting has survived.  Today 
there remain more than 20,000 
working crofts.  The Scottish 
Crofting Federation (www.crofting.
org) represents crofters throughout 
Scotland and declares itself “the only 
member-led organisation dedicated 
to promoting crofting and it is the 
largest association of small scale food 
producers in the UK.  Our mission is 
to safeguard and promote the rights, 
livelihoods and culture of crofters and 
their communities.”  No factors are 
mentioned, so you may wish to take 

a croft holiday in the Highlands, the Western Isles, Orkney or Shetland and 
share in this uniquely Scottish way of life.  Follow the links from the Scottish 
Crofting Federation website. 

In the September 2015 issue this newsletter published The Highland 
Clearances: A Masterful Reassessment, my review of an earlier book by 
Eric Richards titled The Highland Clearances: People, Landlords, and Rural 
Turmoil.  That work dealt with many aspects relating to his new book 
reviewed here and may be usefully consulted by those EDUCT readers who 
wish an enhanced context for it.  A note on the absence in the book of a 
formal scholarly apparatus: given its origins from a series of lectures, there 
is no index or bibliography, but 149 footnotes provide a complete range of 
references on the subject.

It seems likely to me that the publisher, the Islands Book Trust, is not 
known to most EDUCT members, but should be.  It is a charity committed 
to enthusing and educating people about the history and culture of 
Scottish islands through publishing books on island themes and organizing 
talks, conferences and visits.  For more information, its website is 
theislandsbooktrust.com.  It can also be found on Facebook and Twitter. 

Are you a fan of Scottish writing?

Do you enjoy reading novels and non-fiction by Scottish authors? 
How about books about Scotland or Scots? If so, EDUCT would 
welcome your views and opinions for publication in EDUCT News. 
Please contact the EDUCT News Editor, Simon Miles at simon-miles@
sympatico.ca.

Tell us your news

EDUCT News is always looking for interesting alumni stories and news.
We are happy to hear about what’s new with you! Whether you have just 
returned from an interesting trip or have a memory you wish to share with 
your fellow EDUCT Members, we would love to hear from you.
If you have something you would like to share, please contact the EDUCT 
News Editor, Simon Miles at simon-miles@sympatico.ca.
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Friends of EDUCT

Friends of EDUCT are recognized 
by virtue of the generosity they 
demonstrated when, as non- 
members, they donated to the 
University of Edinburgh through an 
EDUCT-initiated special fund. 

Carlyle Circle Members in 
Canada
EDUCT wishes to acknowledge the 
generosity of alumni and friends 
of the University of Edinburgh who 
have decided to leave a bequest to 
the University in their wills. They 
are recognized by the University as 
Carlyle Circle members. We extend 
our gratitude to each of them. If you 
are a member of the Carlyle Circle 
or know of such members, you are 
encouraged to contact us.

Promoting Your Event

If you are organizing an event or 
participating in an activity that 
would be of interest to fellow alumni 
in the GTA, please get in touch with 
our Communications Officer, Paul 
Bradley: pauljfrbradley@gmail.com.

You may also join us on LinkedIn or 
Facebook to submit your information 
directly to participating members 
through these networks.

The Story Behind EDUCT 

“EDUCT” is intended to form 
the acronym for the Edinburgh 
University Club of Toronto. “Educt” 
is a word which means, in the 
language of chemists: “A body 
separated by decomposition from 
another.” In addition, there is 
“e-duct”, an electronic channel, 
which seems appropriate for all of 
our members receiving EDUCT News 
via e-mail.

Treasurer’s Report

Our Treasurer reports that EDUCT’s 
accounts, as of 31 August 2016, 
show a balance of $6,680.78. 

Board of Directors 

We invite your comments and 
suggestions at any time. Please 
feel free to contact any member 
of the Board of Directors with 
your comments and suggestions: 

Victoria Crewe-Nelson, President, 
(LL.B. 1999), 416.750.4424 
vcn117@gmail.com 

Chris Valley Ban, 
Vice-President and Treasurer, 
(M.Sc. 1990), 416.489.2011 
chrisban@bell.net 

Simon Miles, Past President and 
Editor of EDUCT News,
(M.A. Hons 1962), 416.466.8793 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca

Paul Bradley, Past President and 
Communications, 
(B.Sc. Hons 1982), 
416.464.9771 pauljfrbradley@
gmail.com 

Christine Saunders, 
Membership Secretary,
(M.Sc., 1996), 416.220.0592
christine.d.saunders@gmail.com

Alan Pearson, 
Immediate Past President, 
(LL.B. Hons 1971), 
416.237.9874 apearson@bell.net

MEMBERSHIP DUES

Annual membership fees are due 
in January of each year. 

If you have not yet renewed 
for this year, please send 
your cheque, for $35, payable 
to EDUCT, and marked 
“membership”, to our Treasurer, 
Mr. Chris Valley Ban, at: 205-100 
Oriole Parkway, Toronto, ON M5P 
2G8. 

Your promptness in this regard 
greatly lightens the load on our 
volunteer Board and is thus 
much appreciated. Thank you, in 
advance, for your payment.  

Are You On Our List?

We  know  of  over  240  alumni  in  
the  Toronto  area.  As of 15 Sept 
2016, we have 149 members, most 
of whom are in the Toronto area. If 
you would be interested in joining 
EDUCT, please do not hesitate to 
contact the EDUCT President or the 
Club Treasurer.

EDUCT News is published three 
times a year in January, May and 
September. Please send submissions 
or ideas for articles to the Editor: 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca

Our thanks go out to :
Kevin MacLeod for graphic design 
and layout


