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Annual General Meeting 
When: Sunday, 5 June 2016, 12:00 Noon 
Where: The Etobicoke Lawn Bowling Club, 1313 Islington Avenue.  

The entry is on the East side of Islington, just south of Dundas 
St. West, Toronto. If you get lost phone: 416-239-5315. 

Details: There is no charge for the AGM.
Info:  Alan Pearson, apearson@bell.net   416-237-9874

EDUCT’s Third Lawn Bowling Championship  
When: Sunday, 5 June 2016, 1:30 pm 
Where:   The Etobicoke Lawn Bowling Club, 1313 Islington Avenue.  The 

entry is on the East side of Islington, just south of Dundas St. 
West, Toronto.  If you get lost phone: 416-239-5315. 

Details:   The bowling club is hosting us for this chance to get some gentle, 
healthy exercise and competition in a relaxed social atmosphere. 
It is perhaps the only outdoor sport where men and women   
young and old, ex-jocks and ex-loafers, can all compete on an  
equal footing. It is easy to learn. Dress is casual. All you need  
are flat-soled shoes or sneakers (with no heels). 

Cost:    $15 for members and guests; $20 for non-member alumni and  
guests.

Info:   Alan Pearson, apearson@bell.net   416-237-9874

Scottish Country Dancing at Edwards Gardens
When:   Tuesday Evenings June 7, 14, 21 & 28 at 7 p.m. (weather 

permitting)
Where:   We dance on The Green (behind the barn) at Edwards Gardens 

(Leslie & Lawrence Ave. East).
Details:   Each evening features at least two audience participation dances. 

Please join in, give it a go, or just enjoy the music by Scotch Mist  
and the spectacle. Chris Valley Ban can provide a lift for up to four 
people from and back to Summerhill subway.

Cost:   Free
Info:   Chris Valley Ban, chrisban@bell.net    416-489-2011

Scottish Plays at Luminato
When: 25 June 2016 
Where: Hearn Generating Station, 44 Irwin Avenue, Toronto
Details: We plan to “binge watch” all three of the acclaimed James Plays 

plays back to back. These Stewart Kings ruled Scotland in the 
15th century and had a lasting impact on its history.  The story 
may be old, but the plays are definitely modern. There will 
be breaks, refreshments and discussion with the director in 
between performances. For more information on the plays, visit 
luminatofestival.com  Then let us know your ticket level preference 
by 9 June, so EDUCT can obtain the discount for you.

Cost:      With a group of ten we can obtain a 15% discount on tickets of 
your choosing.

Info: Christine Saunders,  christine.d.saunders@gmail.com   
416-220-0592
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Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni in 
Toronto? Please pass this newsletter on to 

anyone who might be interested

Membership fees for 2016 were due in January. If you have not yet 
renewed, please see page 21 for details.

This newsletter covers recent events – 
with one exception that merits particular 
attention.  As we were going to press we 
had the opportunity to welcome Professor 
Charlotte Clarke, from Edinburgh, for a 
stimulating presentation on dementia.  
It will be covered in the September 
issue.  This fortuitous visit was part of 
a longstanding initiative to increase our 
members’ contact with the University by 
inviting academic staff, who are passing 
near Toronto, to speak to EDUCT. 

In April, your Board had a very 
productive meeting with Chris Cox when 
he was in Toronto to attend our Annual 
Dinner.  Chris was appointed Vice-
Principal Philanthropy and Development 
in February and we were delighted 
that he came by Toronto so early in his 
new role.  Being responsible for alumni 
relations, Chris is keenly interested in 
the role of alumni clubs in strengthening 
University links with alumni.  We expect 
to see some new initiatives from the 
University in the Fall. 

Looking ahead, your Directors are 
coordinating groups of members to 
attend various Scottish-themed events 
- including Scottish country dancing.
Watch your inbox!

If you have yet to renew your 
membership, please see page 21 for 
details.  Your support allows EDUCT to 
continue the longstanding practice of 
making an annual gift the University.  
Thanks to those who have renewed 
already.

Have a great summer. 

Alan Pearson, apearson@bell.net

The Newsletter of the Edinburgh University Club of Toronto [EDUCT]

mailto:apearson%40bell.net?subject=
mailto:apearson%40bell.net?subject=


EDUCT News May 2016

2

EDUCT Wine Tasting
When:   Thursday, 1 December, 2016, 7:00 pm.
Where:   Party Room, 1177 Yonge Street, Toronto. Use entrance on 

Summerhill Avenue, on north side of building.  
Details:   We will taste six Italian wines and enjoy cheeses to complement 

the wines.  
Cost:   $30 for EDUCT members; $35 for members’ guests and non-

member alumni.  
RSVP:  Paul Bradley,   pauljfrbradley@gmail.com  416-464-9771

The 2017 Burns Nightcap
When:    Thursday, 19 January 2016, 6:30 pm to 10:00 pm (6 days before 

Burns). 
Where:   The Duke of Kent, on Yonge Street, east side, at Roehampton 

Avenue, just north of Eglinton Avenue East.  Parking underground 
across Yonge, or surface lot on Roehampton.

Details:   All are part of the entertainment. 
Cost: TBA, but likely $45 for members and guests; $50 for non-member 

alumni.
Info:   Victoria Crewe-Nelson,  vcn117@gmail.com  416-598-5856

Improv Night at EDUCT’S Burns Supper  
by Toni McGregor

There is a line from The Exotic 
Marigold Hotel which I’ve 
appropriated as my mantra for 
life.  It goes something like this, 
“Everything will be all right in the 
end.  If it is not all right, then it is 
not yet the end.”  

And so it was true of our Burns 
Supper this year.  Improvisation 
was the name of the game and 
our wonderful members delivered 
with EDUCT aplomb.  And what a 
diversity of talent our members 
possess!

Inside this Issue

• Improv Night at EDUCT’S
Burns Supper

• The University’s Warm
Welcome for Prospective
Students

• EDUCT’s Annual Dinner:
David Crombie on the Future
of Greater Toronto

• Vice-Principal Chris Cox Joins
EDUCT Members for Annual
Dinner

• Edinburgh’s Professor Ian
Ralston Talks in Toronto on
Scotland’s Ancient Past

• EDUCT Decennial Endowment
Fund: Update

• EDUCT Geography Centenary
Fund: the 2016 Wreford
Watson Lecture

• EDUCT Programme on
Funding for Canadians at
Edinburgh: Update

• Professor Charles Withers
Appointed Geographer Royal
of Scotland

• Sir James Matthew Barrie, Bt,
OM: Novelist and Dramatist

• Welcome to our New
Members

• Michael Newton’s New
Anthology of Prose and
Poetry of Gaelic-speaking
Canadians

• Treasurer’s Report

• Board of Directors

• Are you on our list? Victoria Crewe-Nelson takes a rest 
from emceeing the evening

Best dressed Lassies: Nola Crewe, Jennifer Hargreaves, Madeleine Lefebvre, Toni 
McGregor, Kim Bradley and Victoria Crewe-Nelson
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Our emcee, Victoria, kept us all organised with her usual grace and wit.

Grant Buchan-Terrell forgot his lines for the Selkirk Grace, but Paul Bradley 
had a copy in his breast pocket which allowed Grant to come through 
admirably.

In the absence of a piper, our hardy perennial, Barry McKay, stepped in and 
led a procession through the room.  To Barry’s version of Mairi’s Wedding, 
our haggis was paraded by Madeleine Lefebvre in the role of Poosie Nancy, 
and followed by all our kilted gentlemen.  But beyond the traditional 
clapping in of the haggis, the extended conga line of very jolly guests 
following Barry added as many decibels as any bagpipe.  One really did not 
notice there was no piper!

Mark Garlin then stepped up and, in his best Scottish accent, delivered the 
Address to the Haggis.  Mark came from a rigorous rehearsal schedule at 
the COC, where he was to open in Siegfried on the coming Saturday.

Jonathon Baker, at his sartorial best, spoke to the Immortal Memory. He 
placed Burns in context with events in North America, addressing Burns’ 
wonderful complexity of character – a man before his time, an egalitarian, 
an abolitionist, a poet, a tax-man and, of course, a prolific lover.

Chris Valley Ban, maybe not at his sartorial best, but nonetheless striking a 
memorable pose, rose to Toast the Lassies.  A few startled inhalations from 
the lassies were followed by sighs of relief when Chris finally came through 
with a noble toast.  Claire Buré stood to reply and gave as good as she got.

While guests deliberated over the quiz, Anne Abraham kicked off the 
informal part of the evening, singing beautifully for us in spite of fighting a 
flu bug.  Barry McKay followed, singing and then reciting “To A Louse” with 
the assistance of Christine Gude in the role of Jenny, in her Lunardi bonnet.

Madeleine Lefebvre poses as our Poosie 
Nancy

Mark Garlin, hospital administrator by day, 
surgically dispatches the Haggis

Jonathon Baker delivers a very modern 
Immortal Memory

Grant Buchan-Terrell sets the tone for the 
evening as he delivers his Selkirk Grace

Chris Valley Ban toasts the lassies …. …. and Claire Buré replies.

Barry MacKay extract the louse from Christine Gude’s Lunardi bonnet
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Hargreaves then stood 
to challenge Burns’ pre-
eminence and delivered 
“The Tay Bridge Disaster” 
by another of Scotland’s 
famous bards, William 
McGonagall.  This poet, 
it should be noted, is 
described, in Wikipedia, as 
“the worst poet in British 
history”.  Keith was cheered 
on for his Quixotic stance!

A spirited rendition of 
Auld Lang Syne ended the 
night and, as I said at the 
outset, everything was all 
right in the end!

And so …. an enormous thank you goes out to all who attended!  And do 
mark your calendars for next year, Thursday, 19 January 2017.  It will be 
our thirteenth Burns, but we promise to make it your lucky night!

EDITOR’S NOTE:  EDUCT thanks Toni McGregor for once again being the 
lead organizer of this splendid annual party.

The University’s Warm Welcome for Prospective Students 
by Simon Miles 

The University of Edinburgh hosted prospective students at its annual 
information session in Toronto on 2 March.   This year the setting was the 
University of Toronto’s Faculty Club.  It worked very well.  But what stayed 
with me was the assessment of one of the prospective students: “Edinburgh 
is so welcoming, they go out of their way to reach out and be friendly”.  This 
prompted me to ask whether most other universities don’t put on similar 
shows.  “Not many, and they’re not nearly as friendly”.  I was touched by 
this.  And I hope the University staff on hand who made this evening such a 
success will take it as a well-deserved compliment. 

In the past, the University has received some comments to the effect that 
it could be more welcoming of its students.  It is a factor in those annual 
global ratings.  It was a pity that those handing out the rating points were 
not present in Toronto!  Having said that, the ratings are still excellent: 
globally, Edinburgh is # 21 on the QS rankings and # 24 on the THE 
rankings.

Scott McQuarrie and Tessa Birley, both with Edinburgh’s International Office, 
and Alan Brown, a Professor at the Business School, were in Toronto for a 
very quick visit. They have a hectic schedule across North America at this 
time of year.  They did an excellent job, as always, on taking the students 
and their parents through the extensive information on the University’s 
web site.  I never cease to be surprised how they manage to improve the 
presentation each year.  Tessa, not only a staff member but also a recent 
graduate of the University, is excellent at setting the tone for the evening.  
Scott then takes the audience through all the heavy data, but in a way 
that makes it quite digestible.  Alan Brown was on hand to answer many 
questions.  

The introduction to Edinburgh is always fascinating.  Some of the facts 
about our University that struck me as significant this time were: the 

More impromptu performances 
followed, with Kim Bradley, Grant, 
Madeleine and Nola Crewe reciting 
some of Burns’ works.  Our quiz 
was won by the theologians in the 
corner – Pamela Lucas, Jane Tearne 
and Nola – ably assisted by Victoria.  
The losers were prescribed a dose of 
Smarties to help them prepare for 
next year.

Much to our delight, Keith 

Anne Abraham sings

Kim Bradley recites John Anderson my Jo 
John, a Burns’ poem put to music

Keith Hargreaves recites William McGona-
gall’s Tay Bridge Disaster

Best dressed Laddies: Ian McGregor, Chris Valley Ban, 
Jonathon Baker and Keith Hargreaves
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job of taking questions during the reception.  

Hanna and Brittany made some key points that spoke to the interests of 
those considering studying abroad.  Hanna encouraged them to try to visit 
Edinburgh ahead of time if possible.  She captured the emotional side of 
studying at Edinburgh with her reference to being at the University where 
Charles Darwin had gained so many of his early insights on life.  There was 
the practical consideration…the cheap flights to Europe!  And the cachet 
of Edinburgh on your CV…it pays off in making you stand out in your job 
interviews on your return.  Brittany underscored that one should expect 
lots of work, but that it is very rewarding.  She played up the opportunity 
to get part-time jobs and yet balance that work with the fun to be had from 
participating in a wide range of student clubs.  She obviously knew how to 
strike the right balance…she had her first job offer from Toronto before she 
had left Edinburgh!

We were also fortunate to be able to arrange for another visit of Joanne 
Chmara and Karl Loszak, whose daughter Laura is currently studying at 
Edinburgh.  They provided the reassuring advice that every parent seeks as 
they send their children overseas.

EDUCT joins the University in extending its thanks to all who helped to make 
this such a successful evening.

EDUCT’s Annual Dinner: David Crombie on the Future of 
Greater Toronto  
by Simon Miles 

One of the most remarkable features of Toronto, and not necessarily 
an endearing one, is the continuing, rapid physical expansion of the 
metropolitan region.  This has been a hallmark of the urban region since the 

academic to student ratio is 1:5…
that strikes me a very good; there 
are over 14,000 international 
students from over 150 countries; 
and, it has over 30 libraries and 
its main library is the third largest 
academic library in Europe.  And the 
City of Edinburgh is doing well too.  
Adding to its status as a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, the city has 
recently been voted the fourth most 
beautiful city in the world and the 
safest city in Britain.  I encourage 
you to view the full applicant 
presentation  

EDUCT’s contribution to the 
evening was two-fold: to inform 
the prospective students about 
EDUCT and the ways in which it 
can help them on their return to 
Toronto; and, to provide a mix of 
alumni who could offer advice to the 
prospective students.  Alan Pearson 
gave a very tight overview of our 
club; Hanna Nowers and Brittany 
Howlett put on star performances in 
summarizing their time at Edinburgh 
in three minutes; and our coterie of 
additional alumni did an excellent 

Joanne Chmara and Karl Loszak (left) who 
went through the application procedure 
with their daughter Laura, chat with Tracy 
and Martin Day, whose daughter Carolyn 
was considering a spot at Edinburgh  

EDUCT’s team of advisers, from left: Marko Cirovic, Sarah Tulley, 
Hanna Nowers, Rob Gillespie, Robin McLernon and Brittany Howl-
ett. Missing from the photo is Thomas Card

Richard Messina with his daughter 
Simona, who will be studying law at 
Edinburgh

Angelo and Yolanda Arone, with their daughter 
Celina, who has been accepted to pursue a 
Masters in Public Health at Edinburgh

Alan Pearson (centre) with Scott McQuarrie 
and Tessa Birley

https://prezi.com/hdyjqbuqd89d/web-version-north-american-applicant-information-session-2016/
https://prezi.com/hdyjqbuqd89d/web-version-north-american-applicant-information-session-2016/
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end of the Second World War.  While 
this disrupted the established ways 
of life for many who had grown up 
in the City during and after the war, 

it also became part of a new way 
of life characterized by constant 
change.  There have been both 
challenges and new opportunities 
inherent in that change. 

Those new opportunities for making 
a living and experiencing life have 
been open to both the long-time 
inhabitant and the newcomer.  
The catch, of course, is that their 
ability to take advantage of the 
opportunities is influenced, to 
a significant degree, by their 
education and financial resources, to 
say nothing of their energy and will.  
Some are inevitably less able to 
take advantage of the opportunities 
and to adapt to the fast-changing 
environment.  The pace and the 
extreme degree of that change are 
particularly evident in what were 
the rural areas surrounding the ever 
growing built up area.  This was 
farming country.  Indeed, when one 
learns that, in 1970, some 52 per 
cent of Canada’s best agricultural 
land was within 100 miles of central 
Toronto and that that invaluable 
resource is being covered by tarmac 
at a rate of up to 400 acres a day, 
one has to wonder whether this 
physical change makes sense.

Not surprisingly, this has led to 
political tensions at times as people 
find themselves confronted with 
certain manifestations of that 

ongoing change to which they struggle to adapt or simply do not like for any 
of many reasons.  The Ontario Government has recognized that it had to 
introduce plans to influence this growth.  Various attempts have been made.  
One of the more prominent was under Premier Robarts in the ‘Sixties.  It 
was known as the City-centred region plan and aimed at concentrating 
growth in a few centres, such as Barrie, seen to be relatively far from 
central Toronto.  The most recent efforts have relied largely on four plans: 
the Growth Plan of the Greater Golden Horseshoe; the Niagara Escarpment 
Plan; the Greenbelt Plan; and, the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan.  
Recognizing the inevitability of change, every ten years these plans have to 
be reviewed.   

In 2015, the Province decided it would review all four plans together, with 
the objective of not just updating them but also introducing a greater degree 
of integration and common language.  The Honourable David Crombie was 
asked to chair the Advisory Panel undertaking the review.  The panel started 

work in February 2015 and reported to the Province in September that year.  
Given the significance of the anticipated recommendations for the long-term 
livability of the greater Toronto area, EDUCT invited David Crombie to give 
us the benefit of his wisdom at our Annual Dinner on 22 April 2016.  Shortly 
after our Dinner, on 10 May, the Province announced its proposed revisions 
to the four plans.  Clearly, the Province has listened to David’s advice.  
There is now an opportunity for public comment until 30 September 2016.  
David’s talk should serve to inform that public comment.

Like many of us, David has lived through much of this continuing rapid 
growth.  However, he also had the good fortune to be involved in some 
of the decision making shaping that development.  He has thus acquired 
extensive experience in dealing with the issues and seeing them from 
various perspectives.  In the ‘Sixties he was a young professor of political 
science at Ryerson.  He became a City councillor and served as the Mayor 
of Toronto from 1972 to 1978.  In 1978 he became a federal MP and 
immediately entered Cabinet as the Minister of Health.  Later, he became 
Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs, and Minister of Multiculturalism.  
Since leaving Ottawa in 1988 he has held numerous public appointments 
leading enquiries and commissions.  One of these, which enabled him 
to make a landmark contribution to our city, was as Commissioner on 
the Future of the Toronto Waterfront.  He has also served as CEO of the 
Canadian Urban Institute and as Chancellor of Ryerson, when it was given 
university status.  

David drew upon this rich experience in giving us his take on how to 
approach the task of guiding the future development of the Greater Golden 
Horseshoe urban region.  Each of us will take different messages from 
his talk.  For me, there were two dominant themes: the human desire for 

Alan Pearson (right) presents David 
Crombie with a copy of the book about the 
University of Edinburgh by Jean Grier and 
Mary Bownes

Alan Pearson (left), with our visitors, Chris Cox, 
and Joanna and William Storrar
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David was less sanguine about our relationship with nature.  While 
we are beginning to recognize our dependence on nature and the 
interconnectedness of the natural world, there is still a tendency to continue 
the approach of the first Europeans to appear here – to cut and bury it. Thus 
there is still a need for more understanding of the importance of nature and 
our relationship with it. 

With respect to the desire for healthy communities, David saw incredible 
pressure on the area from the continuing rapid growth of about 125,000 
people a year over the last 60 years or so.  It has completely transformed 
the area.  He believes that, in Toronto, we have come to re-understand that 
the City is a city of neighbourhoods and it is the sense of neighbourhood 
that engenders trust.  The message was that we have to maintain that 
sense of trust and recognize its value as social capital. 

This pursuit of community is closely linked to our desire to promote our 
culture.  David noted that we tend to take for granted our recreational 
facilities (such as swimming pools), parks, protective systems and so on.  
But without these things that we can take for granted, our way of life, 
central to our culture, is threatened.  

Satisfying all of these desires contributes to what David calls our social 
peace. 

It was against this conceptual backdrop that David then moved on to 
summarize the work of the review.  The big issues, not surprisingly, stem 
from the tensions that arise in communities trying to survive in conditions of 
continuing change.  The threats to social peace are real.   

With respect to land use 
a major challenge is to 
designate the land that is 
to be open for economic 
growth and not infringe 
on that which must be 
protected.  There is a need 
for more public transit and 
to base future physical 
construction around transit 
systems.  (It can be done.  
When the first subway went 
in along Yonge Street one 
saw the growth of density 
around the subway stops.)  
There is tension over the 
protection of the green belt 
and protecting ground water 
from pollution and non-
sustainable use.  There is 
tension over food security 
for the region as more of 
Canada’s best agricultural 
land goes under tarmac.  

There are longstanding 
needs that have not 

survival, essentially an animalistic 
desire, and the need to continually 
adapt to one’s ever-changing 
environment.  

David recalled from his time as the 
Minister of Indian and Northern 
Affairs his meeting with the Beaver 
People.  The Beaver People, 
like all Aboriginal people in the 
remote north, are understandably 
preoccupied with survival.  They 
operate as a collective because 
everyone is interdependent.  They 
are programmed for survival with 
their mental maps of how to survive 
and their understanding of place.  
This was their guarantee of what 
David called ‘social peace’. 

David suggested that, as collectives 
of people, our cities of southern 
Ontario can be likened to the 
environment within which the 
Beaver People live their lives.  David 
suggested that our survival in 
the Greater Golden Horseshoe is 
dependent upon our ability to satisfy 
four major desiderata: we have to 
provide for our economic well-being 
and ensure economic opportunity; 
we have to be able to relate to our 
natural environment; we have to 
remain healthy; and, we have to 
be able to be able to promote our 
culture.  

David then gave a summary overview 
of some of the major dimensions 
of change in conditions that bear 
upon our ability to realize these four 
expectations, and his assessment of 
how well we are doing in satisfying 
them.  He argued that the first 
expectation was the main reason 
why people come to the Toronto 
area and want to stay – there 
are opportunities here to make a 
living, we are surviving economic 
globalization, and we are slowly 
moving to new sources of energy.  

The bar scene

Guests, chatty and contemplative
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been satisfied – such as the 
need for massive investments 
in infrastructure, in large part 
because we have not maintained 
our existing infrastructure but also 
because we are not providing that 
which is needed to service a rapidly 
expanding population. 

On top of all this there is the massive 
challenge of building resilience to 
withstand the inevitable climate 
change, let alone taking mitigative 
action to minimize climate change.      

And, as another contributor to 
maintaining the social peace, the 
Advisory Panel recommended that 
the implementation of whatever the 
Province decides to act on should be 
done transparently. 

The ensuing discussion was lively 
and served to illustrate both the 
many concerns that had already 
been put to David’s Panel and the 
Panel’s response.   For example, John 
McNeil was delighted to learn that 
the Panel had recommended that 
the Federal Government’s airport 
lands be returned to agriculture 
and that that government should 
acknowledge that the idea of a 
Pickering airport is dead.  Toni 
McGregor’s plea for more investment 
in transit infrastructure to ease the 
movement of commuters had been 
supported by the Panel.  Alec Hay 
pointed to the risks inherent in the 
ill-conceived current push for high 
density development in parts of the 
City that is overloading the capacity 
of existing water, sewer, and power 
services.  He and Anna Voineskos 
suggested that that density be built 
up along transit corridors.   Again, 
this was something the Panel had 
recommended, although David 
warned that opposition from 
neighbours along those routes may 
be very real.  The ‘development bias’ 
of the Ontario Municipal Board came 
in for its share of criticism, although 
David suggested that an even greater 
need is a change in philosophy at 
the local level.  With municipal plans 
that more clearly protect residential 
neighbourhoods, the OMB would find 
it easier to, and have to, reflect the 
intent of those plans in its decisions.  

And, yes, climate change should be taken into account in all decision 
making.

It was a long evening but a rewarding and informative one.  EDUCT is 
extremely grateful to David for having given us his time to share his insights 
and wisdom.  If you would like to be involved in the public discussions of 
the Province’s proposals, or simply submit your views, then click here for 
more information.  You will find both the Province’s report, Shaping Land 
Use in the Greater Golden Horseshoe (which serves as a guide to proposed 
changes to the land use plans), and the four proposed revised plans.  
Information on how to provide input, as well as the dates and locations of 
public open houses is also available on the website. 

Vice-Principal Chris Cox 
Joins EDUCT Members for 
Annual Dinner
by Simon Miles

Chris Cox was recently appointed 
the University of Edinburgh’s 
Vice-Principal Philanthropy and 
Advancement.  At the same time, 
he assumed the role of Executive 
Director of Development and 
Alumni.  Chris happened to be in 
North America at the time of our 
Annual Dinner and kindly arranged 
to fly in to be with us for the 
occasion.  Joanna Storrar, Executive 
Director of the University’s North 
American Office, and her husband, William, who is an Edinburgh graduate 
and currently Director of the Center of Theological Inquiry, at Princeton, 
accompanied Chris.

Chris’s visit provided us with an opportunity to get to know him a little.  
The Board had a very productive meeting with Chris and Joanna in the 
afternoon, and at the dinner he was able to introduce himself to our 
members.   In his dinner remarks he touched on several aspects of his 
broad remit.

While we are all aware that the University of Edinburgh is doing very well 
in the international rankings, that standing raises the pleasant challenge 
of opening up access to the extensive intellectual resource that Edinburgh 
represents.  Part of the solution lies in continuing to expand the number 
of bursaries that the University can offer to students.  Edinburgh has been 
doing very well on this front and Chris hinted that a major announcement 
was imminent with respect to greatly expanding the number of bursaries 
for students from Africa.  (Just as we were going to press, the University 
announced the Mastercard Foundation Scholars Program.  It is an enormous 
boost to Edinburgh’s student support program.  We will have more on the 
program in our next issue.)

Another way in which Edinburgh is making the most of its intellectual 
capital is by offering an extensive array of Massive Open Online Courses 
(MOOCs).  These are freely accessible and open-licensed short courses that 
are delivered to large cohorts of learners on line.  The University is leading 
the field in the UK with over 2 million courses having been completed.  Chris 
encouraged us to offer suggestions as to what would entice us to take such 
a course.  Do take this offer seriously.  Your input can help the University 

Chris Cox

http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page10882.aspx
http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page10882.aspx
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students.  EDUCT is hopeful that the Memorandum of Understanding that 
has been signed by Edinburgh and U of T will lead to our being able to have 
more visiting faculty from Edinburgh meet with us here in Toronto.

Chris reported that the number of Canadian alumni has grown quite rapidly 
in recent years.  There are now some 3,600.  Like us, he was very gratified 
that one of that number, Dr. Kirsty Duncan, had recently been appointed to 
the Cabinet of the Federal Government.  

Chris had some kind words for EDUCT.  He saw us as a model club, 
thoughtful and strategic in our development, yet able to have fun while 
doing it.   The establishment of our two funds is particularly helpful to him in 
encouraging others around the world to establish clubs.  He was particularly 
appreciative of our contribution to the University’s annual student 
recruitment drive in Canada and of our reaching out to returning alumni 
to assist them in finding a good fit between their interests and the career 
opportunities available in today’s world.

In short, we were impressed with what we heard.  EDUCT thanks Chris, 
Joanna and William for having joined us for our Dinner.  We look forward 
to a very positive relationship with Chris and wish him the best in his 
endeavours on behalf of our alma mater. 

Edinburgh’s Professor Ian Ralston Talks in Toronto on 
Scotland’s Ancient Past
by Simon Miles 

Ian Ralston, O.B.E., D.Litt., F.R.S.E., is the 
Abercromby Professor of Archaeology and 
Head of the School of History, Classics and 
Archaeology at the University of Edinburgh.  
He visited Toronto and Guelph in April and 
EDUCT was fortunate to hear of his lecture 
at the University of Toronto, hosted by the 
St. Andrew’s Society.  Ten of our members 
were among those who enjoyed a splendid 
talk entitled Scotland’s Ancient Past – 
from Stone Monuments to Metal-detected 
Treasure.

Professor Ralston has a wonderful way 
of making the ancient past come alive.  In the first part of his talk he 
introduced us to life in ancient Scotland by taking us on a journey through 
time stretching from the Stone Age to about 800 AD.  This was followed 
with a commentary on how evolving technology and rules about Treasure 
Trove have been reflected in the interest shown by citizen archaeologists in 
digging up the dirt on our ancestors.

Not surprisingly, large stone objects featured prominently in the talk, simply 
because they survive.  However, quite ironically, one example of early 
Christian art, Sueno’s stone, near Forres, in Moray, which had been put in a 
glass enclosure to protect it from acid rain, began to flake due to the build 
up of heat in its glass case!  Other large stones, or groupings of stones, 
were often ritual monuments.  The Orkney henges, of circles of large, 
upright blocks of stone, are remarkable, in part, for their likeness to the 
stone henges far away, at Avebury, in Wiltshire, in southern England.  And 
in Easter Aquhorthies, in Aberdeenshire, there is a splendid example of a 
recumbent stone circle.  ‘Recumbent’ in that one large stone lies horizontally 
on the ground and is flanked by a circle of upright stones.  Ian described 

fine-tune its offerings.

Another contribution to maintaining 
the University’s global standing 
calls for the University to ensure 
that its facilities offer the very best 
opportunities to students.  Chris 
touched on the extensive array 
of projects that are renewing the 
University’s infrastructure: the 
College of Medicine and Veterinary 
Medicine in Little France; the King’s 
Campus and, most notably, the 
plans for the new Geosciences 
building and the new Biological 
Sciences building; the revitalization 
of Old College for law students; the 
restoration of McEwan Hall, with 
its memories of our graduation 
ceremonies; and, the restoration of 
St Cecilia’s Hall, with its charming 
concert hall and priceless collection 
of musical instruments.  Readers of 
EDUCT News will recall articles on 
most of these projects.  Each has 
a campaign devoted to raising the 
necessary funds.  Chris was very 
gentle in his hinting of the need for 
support.  But EDUCT would certainly 
encourage all its members to do 
whatever they can to support these 
very worthwhile causes.

Chris also touched on the long-
standing links between Canada 
and the University.  Edinburgh has 
played a leading role in the founding 
of several of Canada’s universities.  
Most notable are Queen’s, McGill, 
Toronto and Dalhousie.

Chris also noted that our University 
houses the Centre of Canadian 
Studies, which is recognized as the 
leader in a UK-wide network of such 
centres.  EDUCT members will be 
interested to know that Edinburgh’s 
Centre was founded by J. Wreford 
Watson, the Canadian geographer 
who headed the Department of 
Geography for many years.  He is 
now honoured by the J. Wreford 
Watson Lecture supported by the 
EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund.

Canadian universities also feature 
strongly in Edinburgh’s efforts to 
establish more formal relations to 
facilitate collaboration in research 
and the exchange of faculty and 

Professor Ian Ralston
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how, on certain nights, one can see 
the moon roll along the top of the 
stone.

Military structures also featured 
prominently.  We were shown the 
Antonine Wall, made primarily of 
earth and turf on a stone footing, 
which was built in about 140 
AD and stretches across Central 
Scotland.  Another example was the 
promontory fort on a peninsula of 
coastline in Fair Isle, one of many of 
its kind.   

We were introduced to the evolution 
of domestic shelter, from houses 
of early hunters and gatherers 
(illustrated by a reconstruction), to 
roundhouses of timber or timber and 
stone, and to massive, multi-storey 
structures, maybe 10 metres high, 
with stone staircases in their walls.

Burial sites also featured strongly.  
One of the earliest sites in which 
human remains are found is the 
Isbister Chambered Cairn, better 
known today as the Tomb of the 

Eagles, on South Ronaldsay, in 
Orkney.  It is about 5,000 years old.  
More recent is the Viking boat burial 
in the village of Scar, on Sanday, in 
Orkney.  It dates from about 875 
to 950 AD.  Here one finds a man, 
of about 30, buried with a child 
and an older woman surrounded 
with various objects, including a 
plaque made of whalebone.  The 
plaque, which is illustrated here, 
has attracted a lot of attention from 
archaeologists.  Ian’s educated 
guess is that the plaque is likely 
to have been used in combination 
with a smooth-bottomed glass 

item to serve as her kit for smoothing linen - 
something that Ian likened to an early form of 
ironing board.  And then there was the even 
more recent Aberlemno Kirkyard stone with 
imagery of Pictish folks with long hair and 
pointy shoes that Ian presented as forerunners 
of modern rock stars!

In the second part of his talk Ian introduced 
us to the varying definitions of Treasure Trove 
north and south of the border, the advances 
in metal-detecting technologies and how they 
have led to very different degrees of effort 
on the part of the amateur archaeologist in 
hunting for buried treasure.  It seems there 
are 30,000 to 40,000 people in the UK who 
own a metal detector.  Today, they tend to 
be more active south of the border where 
archaeological objects other than Treasure 
Trove can be held privately, and where the 
Portable Antiquities Scheme means they can 
be described and recorded by an archaeologist before being returned to the 
finder.  In Scotland, anything found that is portable and ownerless can be 
deemed to belong to the Crown.  However, even in Scotland there is still 
some incentive to get out there with one’s detector.  One fellow found gold 
objects in his very first attempt.  Although he had to pass them over to the 
state, he did receive an award of about £460,000.  This could augur well for 
enrollment in archaeology at Edinburgh! 

EDUCT Decennial Endowment Fund: Update
by Simon Miles

As is the case with the EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund, the EDUCT 
Decennial Endowment Fund is suffering slightly from the volatility of the 
markets but, thanks to new donations, it continues to expand.  As of 31 
March 2016, the latest data we had at the time of writing in early May, the 
total investment stood at £125,743.

As ever, we remind all who are interested that the Fund remains open for 
further contributions.

EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund: the 2016 Wreford Watson 
Lecture 

by Simon Miles
On 12 May, just as we were about to go to press, the 2016 Wreford Watson 
Lecture was delivered at the University.  The Lecture is supported by the 
EGCF.  The lecture series commemorates the life and work of James Wreford 
Watson (1915-1990), a Canadian geographer and poet who formerly held 
the chair in Geography at Edinburgh.  The lecture is given by a prominent 
intellectual from, alternately, outwith or inside the academic discipline of 
geography.  

This year, the Lecture was given by Dr. Lindsey Hilsum, International Editor 
for Channel 4 News.  About 220 people attended the event in George 
Square.  Her talk was entitled “World without borders: how warfare and 
whatsapp are changing reporting”.  Lindsey Hilsum is a renowned TV 
journalist and writer.  Recently she reported the refugee and migrant crisis 
in Europe and Lebanon and the Paris terror attacks, as well as conflicts in 
Syria, Ukraine, and Mali.  She covered the wars in Iraq, Afghanistan and 

Recumbent stone circle of Easter Aquhor-
thies.  Photo: courtesy Undiscovered 
Scotland

Whalebone plaque found at Scar 
Viking burial site in 1991.  Photo: 
courtesy Wikipedia
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Kosovo, the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict and the genocide in 
Rwanda, as well as witnessing 
the Arab Spring uprisings in Libya 
and Egypt.  From 2006-8 she was 
based in China.  She is the author 
of Sandstorm: Libya in the Time of 
Revolution, which was shortlisted for 
the Guardian First Book Award.  She 
is currently writing a biography of 
Marie Colvin, the war correspondent 
who was killed in Syria in 2012.  
She was awarded an honorary 
doctorate by the University of 
Essex in 2004, and has won several 
awards including the Royal Television 
Society Journalist of the Year, 
James Cameron Award, One World 
Broadcasting Trust Award, Voice of 
the Viewer and Listener, and the 
Charles Wheeler Award.  In 2015, 
Lindsey was awarded the Mungo 
Park Medal of the Royal Scottish 
Geographical Society by HRH 
Princess Anne, the Princess Royal 
and Chancellor of the University of 
Edinburgh.

The lecture was a first-hand 
account of war reporting.  Lindsey 
discussed the new ways refugees 
and reporters try to overcome 
restrictions on movement and 
information.  Governments and 
rebel groups use increasingly brutal 
methods to stop journalists from 
seeing what’s really going on, 
while, under the pressure of mass 
migration, Europe has re-imposed 
borders that had melted away.  In 
response, new virtual geographies 
are being created as citizen 
journalists send videos by Youtube 
and refugees resort to smugglers 
and move cash through cyberspace. 
The lecture was illustrated by 
several stills and video clips of 
Hilsum’s recent front-line reporting, 
including that from Palmyra, recently 
reclaimed from Isis occupancy.  She 
also discussed the different social 

geographies that are not often apparent from mass media coverage of the 
migrant crisis – or should it be ‘crises’ – in Europe.  In a memorable phrase, 
she noted how if one were to be a refugee it would be better by far ‘to be a 
Syrian child’.  Don’t, she said, be a ‘young African man’: they are the least 
likely to be given residency status – yet, from some sub-Saharan countries 
it is the young men who are leaving in such numbers as to damage the 
home nations’ long-term prosperity. 

Turning to the Fund itself, volatility continues to be a hallmark of the 
financial markets.  The EGCF’s health is holding up although this is due 
largely to recent donations.  At the end of March 2016, the latest data 
we had as of writing in early May, the total investment had increased to 
£58,300.

All interested are reminded that the Fund remains open for further 
contributions.  Any assistance you can give to help us get to the next 
milestone of £60,000 would be much appreciated by all in Edinburgh.  I 
know from my communications with Professor Withers that the several Ph.D. 
students whose work our efforts have supported simply would not have 
been able to undertake that work and build toward the careers they will 
have without your support.

EDUCT Programme on Funding for Canadians at Edinburgh: 
Update
by Simon Miles

At our AGM in 2014 EDUCT launched its initiative “Enhancing Information 
on Sources of Funding for Canadians at Edinburgh”, with its working title 
of “Funding for Canadians at Edinburgh”.  The objective is to enhance 
the information on sources of funding for Canadians wishing to study at 
Edinburgh.  It is being carried out in collaboration with Robert Lawrie, 
Director of Scholarships at Edinburgh.

Somewhat to our surprise, after some initial useful inputs, interviews with 
former students had revealed no sources of funding that those students 
have benefitted from that are likely to be unknown to Edinburgh.  

However, there have been two developments of value recently.

1. In January 2016, Victoria Crewe-Nelson had kindly identified information
on the financial support provided to students by the Professional Liability
Underwriting Society (PLUS).  Their Foundation funds both US and Canadian
activities.  This support is limited to children of those working for firms
that are PLUS members.  The information was conveyed to Robert who had
expressed gratitude for the information.

2. In February of 2016 we received an extensive report from Bryan Jenkins.
After further updating it was submitted to Robert Lawrie, who found it
to be of considerable value.  It has certainly resulted in much-improved
information being made available on the University web site with respect to
funding for students from Canada and, in particular, from Ontario.  This new
page on loans, grants and scholarships can be found here.

In sum, the second year of the initiative has proved very productive.

Lindsey Hilsum

http://www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/financial-support/student-loans/canadian
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Professor Charles Withers 
Appointed Geographer Royal 
of Scotland  
by Simon Miles 

On 15 September 2015 Her Majesty 
the Queen and Nicola Sturgeon, 
Scotland’s First Minister, revived 
an ancient tradition by appointing 
Professor Charles Withers as 
Geographer Royal of Scotland.  
Professor Withers is well known to 
many EDUCT members.  He was 
our speaker at our Annual Dinner 
in 2008.  He attracted a record 
turn-out and gave us a fascinating 
tour of the world as told through 
some of the many projects of the 
Institute of Geography at Edinburgh.  
His visit inspired us to launch the 
EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund, 
which met with enthusiastic support 
across Canada and in the USA and 
the UK.  That, in turn, gave us 
the encouragement to launch our 
Decennial Fund. 

Inspiring others will be part 
of Professor Withers’ remit.  
Specifically, he will be promoting 
an interest in geography, and 
strengthening commitments of 
institutions to support teaching, 
research and the application of 
geographical knowledge and 
understanding in many walks of life.

The title was conferred on Professor 
Withers by HRH The Princess Royal, 
at the headquarters of the Royal 
Scottish Geographical Society, 
in Perth.  The Princess Royal is a 
Vice-President of the RSGS and, of 
course, of particular significance 
for us, she is also Chancellor of our 
University.  Her remarks made clear 
why this office was being revived.  
“There is no doubt that raising the 
profile of geography generally is a 
very important aspect of what we 
want to do and what you want to do 
here… we are grateful that Professor 
Withers has accepted this title and 
we hope that it will increase the 
enthusiasm for and understanding of 
geography.  We can celebrate today 
the title of Geographer Royal for 
Scotland being reinstated.”

In accepting his appointment 

Professor Withers underscored the significance for geography.  As he said, 
“I am honoured for myself, of course, and for my University.  But, and 
principally, this honour is for geography.  Now after a period in which the 
title of Geographer Royal for Scotland has lain in abeyance, the subject 
again has this further recognition of its standing.”

Although the first Geographer Royal of Scotland, Sir Robert Sibbald, was 
appointed in 1682, by King Charles II, Charles Withers is only the fifth 
appointee.  Sibbald was the first Professor of Medicine at Edinburgh and was 
co-founder of both the Royal College of Physicians Edinburgh and the Royal 
Botanic Garden Edinburgh.  His remit was to provide cartographic advice.  
As the RSGS elaborates in its web site, “three other individuals have held 
the title, the last being George Harvey Johnston, an Edinburgh cartographer 
and publisher who was Geographer Royal for Scotland to Queen Victoria 
from 1897.  After Johnston, the related title of Cartographer to The King was 
bestowed as a corporate warrant on the Bartholomew map-making firm, 
in the period when RSGS co-founder John George Bartholomew was at the 
helm.”

Charles Withers is eminently qualified for the role.  A Scot, he attended 
Daniel Stewart’s College, St. Andrews University and Cambridge University.  
He has served as Head of the Institute of Geography at the University 
of Edinburgh, where he holds the Ogilvie Chair of Geography.  He is an 
historical geographer by inclination but, as with many in this eclectic 
field, he has done much to bring together geographers with differing 
specializations.  With his fellow authors, Christopher Fleet and Margaret 
Wilkes, he has produced the definitive study of the mapping of Scotland, 
in Scotland: Mapping the Nation (Edinburgh; Birlinn, 2011), which was 
reviewed in EDUCT News in 2012. This book takes us on an intriguing tour, 
over time, of the mapping of Scotland.  In so doing, we are introduced to 
the finer points of cartography, the changing role of maps, and, of course, 
so many different representations of places we have come to love.  The 
much-revered T. C. Smout, at one time a professor of Economic History at 
Edinburgh, was fulsome in his praise for the book.  He wrote: “when you 
have read it, you will never think of maps, or perhaps of Scotland, in the 
same way again”.  

All of us are increasingly conscious of the global context within which 
we live our lives.  We have also heard Professor Tim O’Shea, Principal 

HRH The Princess Royal bestows the title of Geographer Royal of 
Scotland upon Professor Charles Withers  (Photo courtesy of the Royal 
Scottish Geographical Society.) 
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of our University, make clear the 
University’s role in producing 
global citizens.  At the investiture, 
the case for the revival and 
modernization of the historical 
role was well articulated by RSGS 
Chief Executive Mike Robinson, 
who observed “Most modern 
problems are complex and global; 
they need greater geographical 
understanding.  2015 is the perfect 
year for the reintroduction of the 
Geographer Royal for Scotland, 
with the heightened importance of 
various geographical issues including 
local and international geopolitical 
change, sustainable development 
goals, climate negotiations in 
Paris, migration issues, transport, 
digital mapping, health and land 
reform.  The need for an informed 
geographical representation has 
never been greater.”

This sentiment has been echoed by 
a number of our EDUCT members 
who are involved in the teaching of 
geography in Ontario.  There is a 
concern that geography is not getting 
the attention it deserves.  By way 
of contrast, Professor Withers has 
observed that last year there was a 
steep rise in the number of students 
electing to study geography at 
high schools in England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland.  However, there 
are still many related issues to be 
tackled there too.  For example, it 
seems it is increasingly difficult to 
study both geography and history.  
The devil is in the detail. 

EDUCT extends its congratulations 
to Professor Withers and wishes him 
every success in his endeavours to 
further the appreciation of geography 
in Scotland and globally.  

Famous Alumni 

Sir James Matthew Barrie, Bt, 
OM: Novelist and Dramatist 
by Simon Miles

Better known simply as J. M. Barrie, 
the creator of Peter Pan, this famous 
alumnus is deservedly recognized as 
one of Scotland’s greatest novelists 
and dramatists.  And it seems that 
his time at Edinburgh really did 

contribute to his successful career as a writer.

He was born in 1860, in Kirriemuir, a small market town in Angus (Forfarshire 
in Barrie’s time), on the east coast of Scotland.  Barrie described it as the 
“wee red toonie”, which he called “Thrums” in his early novels Auch Licht 
Idylls, A Window in Thrums, and The Little Minister.  He was obviously 
very attached to the town, despite his having left it in his early days, and 
he is buried there.  The success of Peter Pan led to a local businessman 
commissioning a statue of Peter Pan for the town. 

His childhood was one of modest means.  His father was a weaver who was 
reasonably successful at his craft.  However, although two of James’ siblings 
died when very young, there were eight children to feed.  He was very 
devoted to his mother with whom, in later life, he would share stories of her 
childhood.  His parents raised their children to be professionals, which meant 
travelling away to school.  At the age of eight he attended Glasgow Academy, 

where two of his elder siblings, Alexander and 
Mary Ann were teaching.  At ten, he returned 
to Forfar Academy, and at fourteen he moved 
on to Dumfries Academy, where Alexander and 
Mary Ann were then teaching.  At Dumfries 
Academy he and his friends formed a drama 
club which produced his first play, Bandelero 
the Bandit.  It was harshly criticized by one of 
the members of the Board of Governors. 

Barrie was not to be deterred.  He was set on 
becoming a writer and convinced his father to 
let him study literature, rather than divinity, 
at Edinburgh.  He graduated with his M.A. in 
1882.  While at University he reviewed plays 
for the Edinburgh Evening Courant.  Maybe 

those reviews helped him get his first job - as 
a journalist with the Nottingham Journal.  From 
1883 to ‘84, for three guineas a week, not a 
bad wage in those days, he wrote daily leaders, 

plus many other articles under one or more pseudonyms.  His time there 
inspired his early novel, When a Man’s Single (1888) which, like so many 
novels in those days, first appeared in serial form.  Although he did not stay 
in Nottingham for very long, his employers were obviously pleased with his 
work.  There is a massive plaque over the door of one of the Journal’s older 
buildings that acknowledges his having spent time there.

He returned home for a while after Nottingham and managed to earn a living 
writing for the St. James Gazette, a London newspaper.  His articles often 
became parts of books, such a Auch Licht Idylls (1888).

In about 1890 his interest turned increasingly to writing drama.  In 1891, 
his Ibsen’s Ghost was a success when first staged in London.  And with the 
production of his third play, Walker, London (1892), he met the pretty, young 
actress, Mary Ansell.  However, although they married in 1894, rumour has it 
that the marriage was never consummated.  This may explain, in part, why 
Mary had an affair in 1908, which led to divorce the next year.

The character of Peter Pan was created by Barrie after he had become friends 
with Arthur and Sylvia Llewelyn Davies and their five children.  Barrie met 
the family in 1897, when he and Mary were living in central London.  They 
became close friends and Barrie would entertain the children.  Having told 
the elder boys that children were birds before they were born, which is why 
parents put bars on nursery windows to prevent the young ones from flying 

J.M. Barrie in 1902, photographed 
by George Charles Beresford, The 
National Portrait Gallery, London
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away, he then led them to believe 
that one little boy did find a way 
to fly off.  Their younger brother 
happened to be called Peter.  With 
the death of Arthur in 1907 and 
Sylvia in 1910, Barrie assumed 
considerable responsibility for the 
upbringing of the children.  

Although there have been rumours of 
Barrie being a paedophile, there has 
never been any evidence of this and 
it was flatly denied by the youngest 
of the Llewelyn Davies boys in later 
life.  

The first appearance of Peter Pan 
was as a character in Barrie’s novel 
The Little White Bird, published in 
1902.  Its popularity led to it being 
serialized and then published in 
the USA the same year.  Two years 
later, in 1904, the play, Peter Pan, 
or The Boy Who Wouldn’t Grow Up 
had its first performance in London.  
By 1911 the play had led to a 
novel, Peter and Wendy, which was 
republished in various forms, most 
notably, Peter Pan and Wendy. 

As an established literary figure 
Barrie had a good income from 
his writings.  There were over fifty 

works in all.  He also commanded respect in academic circles and counted 
many famous authors as good friends.  He was a cricket aficionado and 
organized his own village team that his visiting friends would be invited to 
play for.  Among them was Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, another famous alumnus 
of Edinburgh.  In the 1930s Barrie met the Duke of York and told stories to 
the future Queen Elizabeth II and her sister, Princess Margaret.

He was honoured in several ways.  King George V, another alumnus of 
Edinburgh, made him a Baronet in 1913.  In 1922 he was made a member 
of the Order of Merit.  In 1919 he was elected Rector of the University of 
St. Andrews for three years.  Most notably, however, he became Chancellor 
of the University of Edinburgh in 1930, a position he held until his death in 
1937. 

Editor’s Note: EDUCT acknowledges the assistance of Wikipedia as one of the 
sources of information for this article.

Welcome to Our New Members
by Simon Miles

Annatasha Bartel 

Annatasha Bartel is a veterinary anesthesiologist.  She has found that it 
is a profession that lends itself well to self-employment.  Yes, there is less 
security but, as a travel buff, it suits her peripatetic lifestyle.

Annatasha spent her early childhood in Ottawa and Toronto, but at the 
tender age of nine she had the good fortune to be whisked off to Vienna for a 
couple of years with the family.  She did well enough at school to be awarded 
an Ontario Scholarship, but the more memorable activity was serving as 
President of the school’s band, for which she played the flute and piccolo. 

At Queen’s University she pursued a B.Sc. (Hons.) in Biology.  For her third 
year, not content with Kingston, nor even the opportunity to spend one year 
in Edinburgh, Annatasha opted to travel to Kenya, with a group of about 40 
Canadian students, through a programme organized by Langara College in 
Vancouver.   She travelled all over Kenya and several other southern African 
countries that year.  Yes, studying biology but, not surprisingly, the travel 
bug had bitten!

On graduating from Queen’s in 2002, she decided to take a year to work, 
to save up some money and think about 
what she really wanted to do in life.  As it 
happened, the work was in a veterinary 
hospital for small animals.  Then the vet bug 
bit!  She decided she should give it a shot.

Although there is tough competition 
for securing a place at the Royal (Dick) 
School of Veterinary Studies at Edinburgh, 
Annatasha was enrolled in 2003.  To keep 
herself fit for wrestling with animals she 
played rugby for the Vet School and, 
although the sport was new for her, she 
ended up captain of the team in her third 
year.  Indeed, one year they were national 
division champions!  For relaxation she 
joined the Philosophy Club and the Yoga 
Club.  There was more travel built into 

The statue of Peter Pan in 
Kirriemuir 

Annatasha Bartel
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the courses.  She spent time in 
Herefordshire working with sheep and 
in Devon on large animals.  And, of 
course, there were those super-cheap 
flights to the continent. 

In 2008, having worked hard for 
her B.Sc. in Veterinary Medicine & 
Surgery (BVM&S) and having been 
made a Member of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons (MRCVS), 
Annatasha decided it was time to 
unwind.  A small animal practice in 
Florida met the bill for a year.  Then it 
was back to Toronto for three years: 
firstly with another small animal 
practice and then with a large referral 
animal hospital in Mississauga for 
an internship to enable her to obtain 
more qualifications.  But qualifications 
never cease to be demanded in the 
world of Vets.  Next she did three 
more years at Cornell University for a 
residency in anesthesia.  

Today, she specializes as an 
anesthesiologist.  She has her 
favourites among the animals; pigs 
rank number one!  Partly because 
they offer more of a challenge.  They 
have the ability to remember who 
poked them with that needle!

For the future….she likes being 
self-employed, but she could also 
see herself in academia.  Academic 
life runs strong in her family.  But 
then the self-employment enables 
her to keep travelling.  Next stop is 
Myanmar and Thailand.

EDUCT welcomes Annatasha …. and 
hopes she will make it as far as our 
meetings.

Elizabeth and Anthony Smart 

Anthony and Elizabeth Smart are 
both graduates of the University of 
Edinburgh.  Not surprisingly, since 
they met there, they have many fond 
memories of the University. Tony is an 
oral and maxillofacial surgeon and Liz 
is a recently retired teacher.  Although 
Tony’s practice is in Newmarket they 
now live in the Annex in Toronto.  This 
is very handy for Tony’s continuing 
involvement in teaching, part time, in 
his field, at the School of Dentistry of 
the University of Toronto. 

Tony was born in Jamaica and was an all-round student at the prestigious 
Jamaica College.  He represented his school in virtually every sport – 
athletics, cricket, tennis and football.  The school won the inter-island football 
championships in his time.  He maintains strong ties with the school, and is 
active in the Jamaica College alumni club in Toronto.  

He arrived in Edinburgh in 1966 to take the extra courses that enabled him 
to enter the Faculty of Medicine the following year.  In the first two years of 
study prospective dental students study alongside their fellow prospective 
medical students.  He graduated with his BDS in 1972 and immediately had 
the opportunity to teach Anatomy, part time, to dentistry students.  After four 
years of this teaching and also practising at the Royal Infirmary he received 
his Fellowship in Dental Surgery (FDS RCSEd).

While all that sounds so straight forward, Liz had appeared on the scene.  
Liz was born and raised in Dundee.  Like Tony, she was very bright, and 
had skipped a year at school.  She arrived at Edinburgh in 1972, when 17, 
to study for an M.A. (Hons.) in History and Political Science.  Despite the 
distraction of Tony she did graduate four years later as planned.  On the way, 
she and Tony had also got married.  Liz decided to teach school and earned 
her teachers training certificate from the Craiglockhart College of Education in 
1977.  (This college later metamorphosed into Napier University.)

In 1977 they moved to Jamaica where Tony practised oral surgery and Liz 
taught at a high school and a community college.   In 1981 they decided to 
immigrate to Canada.  For a dentist to become established in Canada there 
is always quite a lot of red tape to cut through.  Tony opted for the route that 
involved his studying for his Doctor of Dental Surgery in Halifax over nine 
months which was then followed by a year of unpaid Oral Surgery residency, 
in Toronto, in 1983, that qualified him for practice in Ontario.  After a year 
of practice in Toronto he was able to set up his own practice, as an oral 
and maxillofacial surgeon, in Newmarket.  The part-time teaching at U of T 
became an added activity shortly thereafter.

Liz was busy bringing up their three children and only when they were 
old enough did she resume teaching high school – in Markham and then 
Richmond Hill.  And, of course, it seems like no time that the children 
produce grandchildren!  They are quite a handful, but somehow Tony still 
manages to find time for some tennis.

EDUCT welcomes Liz and Tony.

Liz and Tony Smart
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Alex Lyon

Alex Lyon is a Senior Project Manager 
with Global Incentives Inc., a 
boutique Film and TV tax credit firm 
in Toronto.  The company specializes 
in advising Hollywood producers on 
accessing government tax credits 
from various jurisdictions around 
the world.  We are all aware that 
Canada has become a significant 
location for film production.  Right 
now the market is hot and that 
means lots of work for Alex and her 
colleagues at Global Incentives.  But 
they know that the market can turn 
quickly; Hollywood follows the best 
deal of the week it seems.  Thus it 
is not surprising that the company 
also provides in-depth analysis of 
tax credits available in all US states 
(where incentives are confined to 
the state level), plus a number of 
European countries, most notably the 
UK, Ireland and Hungary.  

Alex was lucky to find such a good 
fit for her interests in Toronto.  She 
was born here and went to school at 
Northern Secondary.  The highlights 
of her school days were being part of 
the volleyball team, student council 
and a very memorable exchange trip 
to France…with time in both Paris and 
Nice.  This was her first experience 
abroad and perhaps the beginning 
of an appreciation of the value of 
international incentives.

She opted for Queen’s University 
for her B. Comm. (Hons.) because 
she liked the spirit of the university 
and the challenge of the program.  
There she began to develop her 
organizational skills through her 
involvement in putting together 
conferences, such as Queen’s Women 
in Leadership.  Another volunteer 
activity – with the Exchange Transfer 
Committee – had Alex welcoming 
exchange students from many 
universities around the world.  A 
highlight was taking 75 of them 
camping in Sandbanks Provincial Park 
one warm September weekend.         

In her third year at Queen’s, in 
2009, she had the chance to spend 
a semester in Edinburgh.  Since the 
family had Scottish roots this gave 

her parents the excuse to visit.  Seemingly, 
her Mom was so keen on tracking down 
ancestors from the 1700s that she just about 
broke into a cemetery, family tree in hand, to 
inspect an ancestral grave!  

Alex paints a moving picture of her arrival in 
Edinburgh.  When planning the trip, the only 
part she was nervous about was the actual 
airport arrival, fearing that she would be alone 
in a new city, three large suitcases in hand, jet 
lagged at 7am. Well, who should come along 
to ease her worries but the kindest of old 
cabbies.  She really could not believe her luck.  
He took her for a free tour of all the sites in 
Edinburgh and, on arrival at her residence, 
at New Arthur Place, he carried her bags up 
three flights of stairs all the while with a smile 
on his face.  It was this trademark Scottish 
charm that she experienced time and time 
again over her stay and came to appreciate 

wholeheartedly!

Everything from day one in Edinburgh went very well.  Alex took courses 
in International Business, Marketing, and Scottish History in the Twentieth 
Century.  Compared with Queen’s, there was more time for self-directed 
study.  That also meant more time for travel and, somehow, she managed 
to fit in most of Europe.  Her favourite stops were Ljubljana and Paris, but 
there were lots of runners-up, such as Dublin, Florence, and Salzburg.  And 
of course her friends from Queen’s who were studying abroad dropped in 
from Scandinavia, Belgium, Ireland and Slovenia to see her.   Every one of 
them thought that Edinburgh beat their chosen university hands down!   But 
then she hosted them all very well.  Each got a tour of Loch Ness and other 
famous settings.  Alex swears she must have taken the same organized bus 
trip ten times…but every one was memorable and fun.

As Alex puts it: I knew I was living the glory days while I was living them!

Graduating from Queen’s in 2010, Alex landed an administrative job with 
the Toronto Western Hospital Neuroscience team.  She learned a lot.  From 
this first-hand experience she acquired an appreciation of the value of the 
Canadian health service and, at the same time, how one has to persevere as 
a patient if one really has a problem needing attention. While a thoroughly 
enjoyable and humbling work experience, there wasn’t much room for career 
advancement so she went on to pursue other passions.

Alex had a background in film studies from Queen’s and explored that field.  
Luckily, in 2011, she found Global Incentives.  She has a demanding but 
very rewarding job.  She is working with about 40 different film production 
projects in a year.  Most of the work involves a detailed analysis of which 
tax credits are best for the client, often attending the Toronto International 
Film Festival and Los Angeles American Film Market to attract prospective 
business. 

Some of the recent Oscar winning films on which she and fellow team 
members have worked are The Revenant, Birdman, and Silver Linings 
Playbook.  Other productions in her tax credit roster include The Hunger 
Games, Pitch Perfect, and Paddington.  Naturally, it gives Alex a kick to see 

Alex Lyon
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the films she’s worked on up on the 
big screen!  

Global Incentives has also been 
very supportive of her continuing 
development.  They recently gave 
her a sabbatical year to go off to the 
University of Exeter and the London 
Film School to study for a Master’s 
of International Film Business.  This 
involved three months in delightful 
Exeter and environs…where she 
acquired the theoretical side of the 
course, but also, with fellow students, 
organized a small film festival at the 
University.  She was very proud to 
have landed an Oscar-nominated 
short film for their festival.  Then 
there was a longer stint at the 
London Film School, in Covent 
Garden.  It gave her a very business-
intensive exposure to every step in 
the entertainment value chain.  She 
found it very helpful.

And the future?  She loves her 
industry and career.  But she would 
also love to find a way of returning to 
Scotland for a while … As she says: 
There’s so much opportunity for the 
entertainment industry in Scotland to 
continue to shine on an international 
level and I would love to be a part of 
it!

EDUCT welcomes Alex and hopes she 
finds a way of staying here a little 
longer!

Jim MacMillan 

Jim MacMillan is a retired medical 
doctor.  Born in Glasgow, he attended 
what was then Daniel Stewart’s 
College in Edinburgh.  (In 1972, 
the College, a boy’s school, merged 
with another boys school, Melville 
College, to create Stewart’s Melville 
College which, in 1974, twinned with 
a nearby girls school, Mary Erskine 
School, to enjoy a co-educational 
Junior School and final year.  It is 
now the largest independent school 
in Europe.)    He must have been 
a very bright young man since he 
was a couple of years younger than 
his classmates and yet still found 
enough time to perform proficiently 
at rugby, tennis and shooting.  (He 
actually won the shooting cup.)  

As with everyone his age, he had to do two years of national service on 
leaving school.  Jim spent that time in Germany and Egypt, as a signals and 
communications specialist and developing some expertise in cipher.  To this 
list he adds his talent in guiding you to the best bratwurst and German beer. 

In 1957, he entered the University of Edinburgh as a medical student.  It 
was a fun time.  He played rugby for the University in 1961 and ’62 and 
served as a loyal member of the University Union “choir”, whose members 
gathered faithfully on a Saturday night to compose yet another original verse 
to be tried out on a somewhat tiddly audience of fellow singers around that 
grand piano.   Yes, he did pay attention in class and he was good at winning 
Anatomy prizes.  

Following graduation in 1963, Jim spent two years in Edinburgh at the Royal 
Infirmary as a house physician.  The next stop was Cambridge, where he 

had a two-year contract at Addenbrooke’s, a 
teaching hospital affiliated with the University 
of Cambridge.  In 1968, Jim became a Fellow of 
the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh and 
returned to Edinburgh to take up his fellowship 
in surgery, again at the Royal Infirmary.  He 
met his wife, Pat,  at the Infirmary – she 
was the night sister.  He then had jobs at 
Derby Royal Infirmary and Bangour General 
Hospital, and from there he and Pat went to 
the University Hospital of the West Indies, 
in Kingston, Jamaica.  They married in the 
University chapel.  

On immigrating to Canada, in 1971, Jim 
became a General Practitioner, serving first 
in Aurora, just north of Toronto, and then
moving to Shelburne, between Orangeville and 

Collingwood.  He and Pat enjoyed their time there.  He found time to play 
tennis, sail, and, yes, play the bagpipes.  He also served as the local coroner.  

Today, Jim lives in Collingwood, over looking the lake.  He still plays the 
bagpipes and, since he demonstrated his competence on this front for EDUCT 
two years ago, when he kindly stood in for Graham Ferguson at our Burns 
supper, he now knows he may be called on again.

EDUCT welcomes Jim…and his pipes!

BOOK REVIEW

Michael Newton’s New Anthology of Prose and Poetry of 
Gaelic-speaking Canadians
by Donald J. Gillies

Michael Newton (Ed.), Seanchaidh na Coille/The Memory-Keeper of the 
Forest: Anthology of Scottish-Gaelic Literature in Canada, (Sydney, Nova 
Scotia: Cape Breton University Press, 2015, xix + 568 pp. and five maps with 
gazetteer).  ISBN 978-1-77206-016-4.  Second printing 2016.  Also available 
in e-readers from Kobo, Kindle store and Apple iTunes.

Michael Newton is an American Gaelic scholar and writer, author of seven 
books and editor of three, on Gaelic, Celtic, and Scottish subjects.  He holds 
a PhD in Celtic Studies from the University of Edinburgh and taught in the 
Department of Celtic Studies at St Francis Xavier University in Antigonish, 
Nova Scotia.

Jim MacMillan pipes in the haggis 
at our Burns night in 2015
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time most immigrant communities experienced a terminal decline in the 
number of Gaelic speakers and literary activity essentially ceased everywhere 
except for Nova Scotia.”  This he achieves with his structuring of the book: 
after a historical and theoretical introductory chapter, there follow nine 
themed chapters, presenting 91 individual texts, each given in Gaelic with 
an English translation.  Below is a list of these chapters, with the title of one 
representative text from each shown in italics and the total number of texts 
in the chapter shown in brackets: 

 The Subjugation of Gaeldom  – A Song in the Wake of Culloden (5);
 Militarism and Tartanism – The Scots of Canada (8);
 Migration – Sailing to Prince Edward Island (11);
 Settlement – Immigration to Saltcoats, Saskatchewan (15);
 Love and Death – Ontario Love Song (14);
 Religion – A Song About the Presbyterian Church in Canada (11);
 Language and Literature – New Year’s Eve near Lake Huron (10);
 Identity and Associations  – A Song to the Gaels of Vancouver (7);
 Politics – A Speech about Gaelic in the Canadian Senate (10)

From Cape Breton to Vancouver, Gaelic-speaking communities could be 
found across Canada from the late-18th to the mid-20th century.  Newton 
has put together the first anthology of prose and poetry – mostly literary, 
some historical in tone – to give voice to the experience of Gaelic-speaking 
Canadians.  There is nothing else like it to be found.  As will be evident, it 
covers a wide range of territory and time, allowing Gaels to express their own 
opinions within his nine chosen themes.

Coming to grips with an almost unknown aspect of early Canadian culture, 
Newton has uncovered what these Highland immigrants – voluntary, 
sponsored, or cleared from their homes by their landlords and often deported 
by them – and their descendants 
wrote in their native language 
about their new lives in their new 
world, revealing their thoughts in 
this extraordinary book for the first 
time to English-speaking readers.

The 91 texts collected by 
Newton are taken from archives, 
newspapers no longer extant, 
and a variety of books.  He has 
identified 42 authors, poets 
and composers, providing brief 
biographies.  In only twelve 
cases was he unable to discover 
the originator.  He also provides 
five maps covering Canada from 
Nova Scotia to British Columbia.  
On these, Newton identifies the 
locations where these authors 
lived, locations that are the 
subjects of texts, and locations 
that were the homes of the 
subjects addressed by the texts. 

Although the originating sites of 
twelve texts were not located, and 
none were from Newfoundland, 
New Brunswick or Yukon, it is 
clear from Newton’s count that 

As Newton explains in his book, “The 
Gaelic title seanchaidh has no exact 
equivalent in English.  A seanchaidh 
is a professional custodian of 
seanchas: communal memory, 
history and experience, often in the 
form of literature, especially song-
poetry.  The title of this volume 
alludes to an attempt to restore 
this largely neglected storehouse 
of material to its rightful place in 
the historical annals and literary 
archives of Canada.  The title is also 
an homage to the work of the Rev. 
Dr. Alasdair MacGill’Eain Sinclair, an 
indefatigable Gaelic scholar from 
Nova Scotia who produced a series of 
volumes of Gaelic literature around 
the turn of the 20th century, two 
of which included the word ‘coille’ 
(forest).  The image of the forest 
is a dominant one in the Gaelic 
literature of North America which 
refers to the continent with such 
kennings as ‘Dùthaich nan Craobh’ 
(The Land of Trees) and ‘A’ Choille 
Ghruamach’ (The Gloomy Forest).”  
Newton’s scholarship prompts him to 
call on “kenning,” which refers to the 
practice, common in Gaelic poetry, 
of using compound expressions such 
as, for example, oar-steed instead of 
ship.  He explains that “[t]he lexicon 
of Gaelic poetry is full of deep and 
rich resonances from oral tradition, 
medieval literature, the natural 
environment and spiritual practice 
that have no clear contemporary 
equivalent in modern English.”  This 
is fully evident in the works he has 
presented and provides a valuable 
tool for researchers and students.

The criteria used by Newton in 
choosing the material for this 
anthology are “breadth of topics, 
geographical coverage, literary 
merit and intertextual allusions … to 
represent a wide diversity of subjects 
and viewpoints that have been 
expressed by Gaelic spokespeople 
in as many different locations as 
possible across Canada, giving extra 
weight to literary merit, texts that 
are enmeshed in dialogues with 
other Gaelic literary expressions, and 
unique historical testimony.”  These 
historical sources “stop in the period 
between the World Wars, at which 

George Simpson, Governor of Rupert’s Land, 
on a tour of inspection. Painting by LeMoine 
FitzGerald, a member of the Group of Seven.
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Nova Scotia had the highest concentration of Gaelic, as it does today.  
Ontario ranked second but retains only traces of the language in a few 
centres, usually associated with universities and Gaelic language-training 
classes.  Such trace elements can be found in many other parts of Canada.  
Publications in which Gaelic appeared are mentioned throughout the book but 
not compiled for ready reference. 

Newton’s research has encouraged and empowered him to take on a 
central issue, immanent in many of these texts: in Canada, and many other 
countries, what is “Scottishness”?  As he points out, “Like Canada, Scotland 
consists of at least two solitudes, one of which is rooted in the Highlands 
and Western Isles, speaks Gaelic and has a long history of conflict with [the 
other solitude], the anglophone world, including the Scottish Lowlands.  This 
Gaelic segment of the Scottish population invested as much as any other in 
the formation of Canada: recent research has revealed that Scottish Gaelic 
was the third-most spoken European language at the time of Confederation.  
And yet today, apart from scattered homesteads in Nova Scotia, not only has 
the language receded from the immigrant communities that once spoke it, 
but it has practically disappeared from public memory. The descendants of 
Gaels, who once described themselves as bitter enemies of English speakers, 
are now categorized as ‘English Canadians’ with only occasional nods to 
the many distinctions that once divided them.”  Nowadays many Gaels and 
their descendants, not only in Canada but throughout the Scottish diaspora, 
seem willing “to reduce their ancestral culture to the set of colourful symbols 
in favour of the dominant culture – tartans, kilts, bagpipes, etc. – and to 
abandon the rest.”  The “rest” is what fills this book.  It is a far cry from 
the Scottishness of popular culture that he calls “the superficial tokenism 
of tartanism,” defined as “the use of tartan as a visual marker to symbolize 
a pan-Scottish identity rooted in the presumed archaisms of the Scottish 
Highlands … a phenomenon which reflects the subordinate status of Gaeldom 
as a whole in the British polity and its corresponding inability to maintain 
its own cultural resources on its own terms.  It was also a testimony to the 
psychic vulnerability of the Scottish elite who became willing to plunder 
Gaeldom’s cultural assets in order to emphasize their distinction from other 
anglophones by the salient display of Highland symbols.”  You may never 
watch the film Braveheart in the same light again, nor ever again subject 
yourself to the Edinburgh Castle military tattoo in its current international 
televisual showbiz condition. 
For an expert assessment of Newton’s achievements, I have called on three 
noted Gaelic specialists who have written of Newton’s work in glowing terms 
and are deserving of full citation. 

Ruairidh MacIlleathain (aka Roddy Maclean) is a media star of international 
Gaelic print and broadcast culture.  In a recent review of the book in Gaelic in 
the Inverness Courier he wrote (in translation), “Sometimes I think that it is 
people from foreign countries, especially North America, who best understand 
the plight of the Gaels from the perspective of imperialism and colonialism.  
Take this: ‘Gaels in Scotland and Canada can act as allies, partners and 
collaborators in the necessary tasks of decolonization by disavowing 
and helping to deconstruct the oppressive ideologies of imperialism that 
legitimated the conquest and domination of their own homeland and those of 
other subordinated peoples.’  Is it any surprise to you that it was not written 
by a Scottish Gael?  I think that at times we far underestimate the oppression 
we experienced as a people on account of the British Empire.  But the thing 
that I truly love about ‘Seanchaidh na Coille’ is the detailed analysis that 
Newton gives about the Gaels as a people.  He praises us greatly for our 
traditional culture, but he also examines our deficiencies.  It is a giant mirror 
that he lays before us and sometimes it is painful to look at … Gaelic is still 
alive – just barely – in Canada today, however, and Michael Newton shows 
how there is a cherished heritage for those warriors who will keep it alive on 

A SPECIAL OFFER TO EDUCT 
MEMBERS

Would you like to own a copy of 
the latest book on the University of 
Edinburgh?

Jean Grier and Mary Bownes, 
Private Giving, Public Good: 
The Impact of Philanthropy at 
the University of Edinburgh, 
(Edinburgh: University of Edinburgh 
Press, 2014), 224 pp., £30.

EDUCT would like to make it 
possible for every member to own 
a copy of this magnificent book on 
our University.  We have arranged 
for a slight discount to be offered 
to members.  Just how much we 
can offer off the market price of 
£30 depends on our shipping costs. 
If you would like to purchase a 
copy, or if you are planning to visit 
Edinburgh soon and can help with 
the transport of a few copies at no 
charge, please contact Simon Miles 
at 416-466-8793 or 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca

For a review of the book, see EDUCT 
News, September 2014, p.19.
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the other side of the sea.”

Dr. Robert Dunbar is a Canadian, the 
Chair of Celtic Languages, Literature, 
History and Antiquities, and Head 
of Celtic and Scottish Studies in the 
University of Edinburgh.  He writes, 
“This extremely rich collection of 
Gaelic poetry and prose literature 
from Canada is the single most 
comprehensive collection of such 
material we have ever had, and 
will be an outstanding and unique 
resource for a long time to come.  
Dr. Newton has done a remarkable 
job in retrieving and expertly 
contextualizing a large amount 
of fascinating material, showing 
the rich variety and national 
extent of the Gaelic experience in 
Canada.  His sensitive and skillful 
translations open up this material 
to an English-speaking readership.  
This outstanding book will be of 
inestimable value to students, 
researchers and anyone interested 
in an important strand in Canada’s 
multicultural and multilingual identity 
and in Gaelic culture more generally.”

EDUCT Newsletter readers will recall 
Lodaidh MacFhionghain – Lewis 
MacKinnon – whose book of poems, 
Intangible Possibilities: Poems/Rudan 
Mì-bheanailteach is an Cothroman: 
Dàin, was reviewed in the May 2015 
issue.  As well as being a poet, he 
is a Gaelic activist and Executive 
Director of the Office of Gaelic Affairs 
for Nova Scotia, the province where 
Gaelic has its greatest strength in 
Canada.  One could hardly find a 
more appropriate reviewer.  “This 
anthology brings to light in the 
words and language of the Gaels 
themselves whose origins were the 
Highlands and Islands of Scotland – 
their long, complex, misunderstood, 
obscure history in Canadian society 
and their role in the Canadian 
state.  Newton demonstrates to 
Canadians how far and widespread 
the settlement of Gaels was at the 
time of Confederation: the political, 
social and economic circumstances 
that almost smothered their language 
and cultural identity.  The only 
remaining jurisdiction in the country, 
Nova Scotia, is where Gaels and their 
language and culture persist in a 

vestigial and active communal sense, and can be an asset to those who want 
to reconnect with their Gaelic heritage in other regions of the country.  For 
anyone who is writing on, speaking of, or establishing initiatives pertaining to 
Gaels and their language and culture in the Canadian context, this book is an 
excellent resource.”

In short, “Seanchaidh na Coille/The Memory-Keeper of the Forest: Anthology 
of Scottish-Gaelic Literature in Canada” is an essential guide for those of us 
who wish to understand the life and times of Gaelic Canada, then, now and 
perhaps tomorrow.

In addition to this major work, Newton, ever the engagingly eclectic scholar, 
provides us with two additional routes to advance our understanding of Gaels 
and Gaelic.

For those EDUCT Newsletter readers interested in a wide range of Gaelic and 
related Highland and Scottish matters, Michael Newton’s blog, The Virtual 
Gael, is a rich repository of historical and contemporary aspects arising from, 
informed by, and surrounding one of Scotland’s official languages: www.
virtualgael.wordpress.com.

And for something in a lighter, ruder vein, but thoroughly Gaelic, you might 
enjoy Michael Newton’s The Naughty Little Book of Gaelic: All the Scottish 
Gaelic You Need to Curse, Swear, Drink, Smoke and Fool Around, from Cape 
Breton University Press, 2014, and also available for mobile systems and 
as an e-book.  And the curses come richly illustrated.  Witness the raven 
reproduced here.  At 51 pages it will fit neatly into your pocket, purse, 
sporran, e-reader, or iPhone, ready to whip out when the need arises at 
your next Burns Supper or gathering of the St Andrew’s Society when your 
dining or drinking companions turn to wondering aloud, “How do you say 
[insert body part or function of choice] in Gaelic?” hoping to add another 
language to their lexicon of lewdness.  Have we not all been there?  And you 
can learn to pronounce what must be the strangest curse ever uttered in the 
Highlands: Rach a h-Irt! Go to the island of St Kilda!  The 30 Gaelic-speaking 
residents of this remote island were evacuated in 1930.  

“Bàs an fhithich ort! May you suffer the death of the ra-
ven!” In Celtic mythology the raven is the omen of death, 
flying over the field of battle waiting to feast on the dead. 
The artist is Arden Powell.

http://www.virtualgael.wordpress.com
http://www.virtualgael.wordpress.com
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Board of Directors 

We invite your comments and 
suggestions at any time. Please 
feel free to contact any member 
of the Board of Directors with your 
comments and suggestions: 

Alan Pearson, President, 
(LL.B. Hons 1971), 416.237.9874 
apearson@bell.net

Victoria Crewe-Nelson, Vice-
President and Membership 
Secretary, 
(LL.B. 1999), 416.750.4424 
vcn117@gmail.com 

Chris Valley Ban, Treasurer, 
(M.Sc. 1990), 416.489.2011 
chrisban@bell.net 

Simon Miles, Past President and 
Editor of EDUCT News,
(M.A. Hons 1962), 416.466.8793 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca

Paul Bradley, Past President and 
Communications, 
(B.Sc. Hons 1982), 416.464.9771 
pauljfrbradley@gmail.com 

Christine Saunders, Director,
(M.Sc., 1996), 416.220.0592
christine.d.saunders@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP DUES
Annual membership fees are due 
in January of each year. If you 
have not yet renewed for this year, 
please send your cheque, for $35, 
payable to EDUCT, and marked 
“membership”, to our Treasurer, 
Mr. Chris Valley Ban, at: 205-100 
Oriole Parkway, Toronto, ON M5P 
2G8. Your promptness in this 
regard greatly lightens the load on 
our volunteer Board and is thus 
much appreciated. Thank you, in 
advance, for your payment.  

Friends of EDUCT

Friends of EDUCT are recognized 
by virtue of the generosity they 
demonstrated when, as non- 
members, they donated to the 
University of Edinburgh through an 
EDUCT-initiated special fund. 

Carlyle Circle Members in 
Canada

EDUCT wishes to acknowledge the 
generosity of alumni and friends 
of the University of Edinburgh who 
have decided to leave a bequest to 
the University in their wills. They 
are recognized by the University as 
Carlyle Circle members. We extend 
our gratitude to each of them. If 
you are a member of the Carlyle 
Circle or know of such members, 
you are encouraged to contact us.

Promoting Your Event

If you are organizing an event or 
participating in an activity that 
would be of interest to fellow 
alumni in the GTA, please get in 
touch with our Communications 
Officer, Paul Bradley: 
pauljfrbradley@gmail.com.

You may also join us on LinkedIn or 
Facebook to submit your 
information directly to participating 
members through these networks.

The Story Behind EDUCT 

“EDUCT” is intended to form 
the acronym for the Edinburgh 
University Club of Toronto. “Educt” 
is a word which means, in the 
language of chemists: “A body 
separated by decomposition from 
another.” In addition, there is 
“e-duct”, an electronic channel, 
which seems appropriate for all of 
our members receiving EDUCT 
News via e-mail.

Treasurer’s Report

Our Treasurer reports that EDUCT’s 
accounts, as of 30 April 2016, show a 
balance of $11,628.47

Are You On Our List?
We  know  of  over  240  
alumni  in  the  Toronto  area.  
As of May 2016, we have 148 
members, most of whom are in 
the Toronto area. If you would 
be interested in joining EDUCT, 
please do not hesitate to 
contact the EDUCT President or 
the Club Treasurer.

EDUCT News is published three 
times a year in January, May 
and September. Please send 
submissions or ideas for 
articles to the Editor: 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca

Thank you to Kevin MacLeod 
for newsletter layout and 
graphic design support.
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