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Issue 40 January 2016

Message from the President Upcoming Club and Alumni Events

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni in 
Toronto? Please pass this newsletter on to 

anyone who might be interested

Membership fees for 2016 are due in January. If you have not yet 
renewed, please see page 25 for details.

Best wishes to all our members and 
friends for a happy and successful 
New Year.

Of the many interesting items in this 
newsletter, I would like to draw your 
attention to the one on page 6, 
on our Annual Dinner.  This year we 
are fortunate to have a particularly 
distinguished speaker in David 
Crombie who, among his many 
achievements, recently chaired 
an expert panel which reported to 
the Ontario government on how to 
deal with the significant challenges 
posed by the expected growth in the 
Greater Golden Horseshoe (“GGH”) 
region. The Province has forecast 
that by 2041 the population in 
the GGH will grow by nearly 50%. 
This leaves a central question for 
the region of “where and how will 
future growth be accommodated?”  
This challenge will be one of the 
Province’s most significant in 
the next 10 years.  Reconciling 
growth with the protection of our 
natural and cultural heritage, while 
supporting agriculture and funding 
infrastructure - and all the while 
addressing climate change - will be 
not be easy.  The outcome will affect 
you.  I encourage you to join us to 
hear David Crombie. 

Also of note, January is the time to 
renew your membership in EDUCT.  
Please take a moment to send us 
$35 (see page 25 for details). 
Thank you for your continued 
support.

Alan Pearson , apearson@bell.net 

The Newsletter of the Edinburgh University Club of Toronto [EDUCT]

The 2016 Burns Nightcap                             
When:  Thursday, 21 January 2016, 6:30 pm to 10:00 pm 
   (4 days before Burns). 
Where: The Duke of Kent, on Yonge Street, east side, at Roehampton   
   Avenue, just north of Eglinton Avenue East.  Parking underground  
   across Yonge, or surface lot on Roehampton.
Details: All are part of the entertainment. 
Cost:  $45 for members and guests; $50 for non-member alumni.
Info:    Toni McGregor, tonimcg@bell.net   905-637-9015 or 
   Victoria Crewe-Nelson, vcn117@gmail.com  416-750-4424
  
University of Edinburgh Applicants Session   
When:  Wednesday, 2 March 2016, 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm. 
Where: The Faculty Club, University of Toronto, 41 Willcocks Street. Toronto. 
Details: The University is the organizer of this information session for would- 
   be Edinburgh students.  As in past years, EDUCT will provide some  
   speakers to talk about their experiences at Edinburgh.  All EDUCT  
   members are welcome to attend to help answer questions from  
   students and their parents during the reception. To help us with  
   numbers, please let us know if you plan to attend. 
RSVP:  Alan Pearson, apearson@bell.net  416-237-9874

EDUCT Annual Dinner 
When:  Friday, 22 April 2016, 6:30 pm. 
Where: The Great Hall, The Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto. 
Details: The Honourable David Crombie, PC, OC, OOnt, a former Mayor  
   of Toronto and former federal cabinet minister, will be our after- 
   dinner speaker. In his talk, Toronto: Fit for the Twenty-first Century,  
   Mr. Crombie will address the issues he has been exposed to in 
   his latest assignment as Chair of the Province’s Coordinated Plan  
   Review - essentially a review of the future development of much 
   of southern Ontario.  By April, the Province’s recommended
   policies will have been made available for public discussion.  In
   providing his own views, Mr. Crombie will draw upon his extensive  
   experience in the governance, planning and development of the  
   Toronto region.  For further information on the Review and on Mr.  
   Crombie, see the article on page 6 of this newsletter.
Cost:  $80 for members and guests; $85 for non-member alumni and  
   guests.
Info:  Simon Miles, simon-miles@sympatico.ca  416-466-8793 

Annual General Meeting 
When: TBA - A Sunday in late May or early June 2016.
Details: We are trying to arrange for the AGM to be held in association with  
   a lawn bowling or similar event.   Details to follow.  

mailto:apearson%40bell.net?subject=
mailto:tonimcg%40bell.net?subject=
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Vice Principals Charlie Jeffery and James Smith Host 
Reception in Toronto 
By Simon Miles

On 22 September, 2015, the University of Edinburgh, with the 
support of EDUCT, held a reception for alumni in Toronto.  The 
reception is becoming an annual event in the lives of EDUCT 
members.  And a very welcome one too!  Thanks to our President, 
Alan Pearson, we were welcomed back to the offices of Torys, the 
law firm.  The space has a magnificent view of the city and the lake 
and, yes, sundowners become real in such a setting! 

The University reception is an event we all look forward to.  It gives 
new alumni an opportunity to meet members of EDUCT and for all to 
be brought up to date on new developments at our University.  This 
year, Senior Vice Principal Professor Charlie Jeffery, and Professor 
James Smith, Vice Principal International, served as the hosts.

Charlie Jeffery was elegantly succinct in capturing the current state 
of affairs at the University.  He focused initially on four numbers: 21, 
43, 9.6, and 1.5 billion.

21 …. The bad news.  The University’s global ranking is down 
from number 17.  This is due largely to a change in the method 
of arriving at the 
rankings, and most 
notably with respect 
to the counting of 
citations of work by 
university faculty.  
However, big drivers 
in the rankings are the 
two important ones of 
the employability of 
graduates, and here 
Edinburgh held spot 
number 18 worldwide, 
and research strength, 
where Edinburgh 
was number 4 in the 
UK.  
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Senior Vice Principal Charlie Jeffery 

Jessica Laham, Ramneek Grewal, Alec Hay, Thomas Card 
and Professor Grant Jarvie, Chair of Sport
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tested initially for a MOOC course on E-learning and Digital Cultures; 
the discovery, on Skye, of a new dinosaur; and, the invention of a 
slower-melting ice cream.  Now that, you will surely agree, is what a 
true University is all about!

James Smith, who has recently taken on the role of Vice Principal 
International, touched on some of the activities in which he is 
involved in building a global university.  For example, there are now 
over 240,000 Edinburgh alumni throughout the world.  Keeping 
track of them is a challenge.  Indeed, it is one in which members of 
alumni clubs such as EDUCT can be extremely helpful.  If you know 
of alumni who are unlikely to be in touch with the University, you 
can do your bit to make the connection.  

The University is developing memoranda of understanding with a 
number of other leading universities around the world, just as they 
have done with the University of Toronto.  This has the potential 
to provide students and faculty with considerable international 
exposure and to enrich their learning and research with international 
experience quite distinct from that gained in Edinburgh.      

A global university has a responsibility to welcome students from 
developing countries.  Today, Edinburgh has students from some 
160 countries.  Again, alumni can assist, as EDUCT members 
have done, by donating to endowment funds and other vehicles to 
support bursaries and scholarships to assist such students.

James noted that there are currently about 500 Canadian students 
at Edinburgh - the largest population of Canadian students at any 
UK university.  

To end on an Editor’s note: surely, as members of EDUCT who wish 
to see our club thrive and who will be welcoming a fair number of 
these students as returning alumni, it is in our interest to assist in 
building the capacity of our alma mater to provide the very best 
setting for their education while they are in Edinburgh.

43 ... With 43% of its students 
coming from beyond the UK, 
Edinburgh leads the world in this 
category.  No other university 
in the world’s top 30 has such 
a high percentage of out-of-
country students.  And when 
it comes to those who have so 
far signed up for its free online 
courses (MOOCs), only eight 
countries have never been 
represented in the student body.   

9.6 … This is the multiplier 
that the University achieves for 
every pound sterling invested 
in it by governments.  This 
is impressively high.  In no 
small part this is achieved by 
the number of companies the 
University creates each year.  In 
2014/15, some 44 companies 
were established.  Indeed, 2015 
was a landmark year for the 
University; what was originally a 
University start-up, Fan Fuel, an 
online entertainment platform, 
was recognized as a ‘unicorn’- a 
tech company valued at over 
US$1billion.

1.5 billion … To attract the 
best students and faculty, the 
University has to constantly 
upgrade its facilities.  In the next 
decade some £1.5 billion will 
be spent on the development of 
the University’s estate.  Among 
others, included in the next 
ten-year programme are new 
facilities for the medical school, 
the veterinary school, biological 
sciences, a planned digital arts 
arena, and a renewed building 
for the law school.

Charlie wound up his remarks 
by touching on some recent 
developments at the University 
which have made the headlines.  
Notable among them are: 
the Nobel Prize for Professor 
Higgs; the contribution of 
the University’s Informatics 
Department to the Edinburgh 
Festival with the projection onto 
the Usher Hall of a sound and 
light event; the development of 
a “Teacher Bot” to respond to 
tweets to a course hashtag – and 

Ramneek Grewal, Mairi MacLeod Thornton, Vice Principal Profes-
sor James Smith, and Rhonda Moore
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the launch of Sputnik, they were technologically backward in many 
other areas.  Take car engines: without replacement parts Cuban 
ingenuity had to adapt to keep their American-built and more 
reliable cars running.  They succeeded in large part.  As we have 
seen, many of these American cars still ply Cuban streets to this 
day.  

In 1990, when the Soviet Union collapsed, Cuba found itself with 
a new vacuum to be filled.  China gradually assumed this role; its 
technology and goods replacing those of the former Soviet Union.  
Currently, China, after Venezuela, is the second largest trading 
partner with the island. 

At the time of the Revolution, Che Guevara recommended the 
Chinese model of communism as a prototype.  Raul Castro, Fidel’s 
brother, preferred the Soviet model, and ultimately the latter  won 
out.  To better understand this debate and the politics of the time, 
José recommends John Lee Anderson’s book “Che”.  Today, in a 
surprising twist, the Castro regime is trying to copy the Chinese 
model.         

Cuban finances remain opaque.  Putting aside tourism and 
remittances from Cubans abroad, the export of nickel and sugar 
are fundamental barometers of the country’s economy.  To highlight 
this point an article in The Guardian (16 October 2015) succinctly 
captures the present situation: “Low commodity prices, a drought at 
home and Venezuela’s economic crisis have created a cash shortage 
for Cuba’s communist government, restricting its ability to trade 
just as it could be taking advantage of an economic opening with 
the United States.”  To complicate matters, even though the Obama 
administration has “relaxed” its embargo, the Americans require 
the Cubans to pay cash for goods and services: cash which Cuba 
doesn’t have.   

Ironically, the Cuban government wants the US to compensate 
Cuba for the effects of the embargo.  In José’s view this is an 
unrealistic demand since, after the Soviet Union had stepped in 

José Latour’s Talk on Cuba
by Chris Valley Ban

On Sunday 18th October, at the 
Arts and Letters Club, Cuban-
born crime fiction writer José 
Latour, accompanied by his wife 
Sandra, spoke to a room full of 
us on “Cuba: In Transition or 
Not?”.  In José’s words, he set 
out “to acquaint some Canadians 
with historical facts about Cuba 
and also share with them what 
I think the future may have 
in store for that beautiful yet 
unlucky island.”  

For some background he 
relied on his 2009 book “Cuba: 
Revolution, Involution, Evolution”.  
To provide more recent context, 
he cited articles and monographs 
for his current project - a book 
tentatively titled, “Cuba and Its 
Future”.  

Prior to the Revolution most 
Cubans felt “decent people didn’t 
participate in politics”.  Ironically, 
the American attempt to impose 
a democratic system had failed 
during its de facto control of the 
island through its democratic 
institutions from 1902-1958.  

José was 17 years old at 
the time of the Revolution 
in 1958.  He had seen the 
dependent relationship of his 
island’s economy with that of 
the US, where almost every 
manufactured item came from.  
How could such a cash-strapped 
developing economy survive 
without the Americans?  Well, as 
the world observed, the Soviet 
Union moved to partly fill the 
vacuum by providing the bare 
necessities.  For 30 years the 
Soviets propped up the Cuban 
economy by paying unsustainable 
prices for Cuban goods.  At one 
point they were paying 61 cents 
more per pound for sugar than 
the world market price of 4 cents 
per pound.  However, looking 
beyond the bare necessities 
was another matter.  Although 
the Soviets had achieved many 
amazing technical feats, like 

Chris Valley Ban (left) welcomes José Latour and his wife Sandra
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An Improbable Evening Of Maths And Malt
by Paul Bradley

The Principal, Professor Sir Timothy O’Shea, stated in a presentation 
at the University’s General Council meeting in 2014 that the 
University now makes it mandatory for all students to be exposed 
to the rigours of quantitative reasoning.  This policy seems not only 
fitting for an institution at the heart of the Scottish Enlightenment, 
but it also provides a mission for alumni, the world over, to apply the 
scientific method at all appropriate opportunities.

Thus charged, we set out to make the EDUCT 2015 whisky tasting a 
model of objectivity, empirical research and quantitative reasoning.  
The first application of these principles was in the selection of 
whiskies.  In past years, bottles of Té Bheag (a blended whisky that 
should be in every household) have slipped into the roster, but not 
this time.   
Our research was directed to six single-malt whiskies currently 
available in the Toronto area:  four distilled on Speyside, one in the 
Lowlands and one on Islay. The full tasting list was as follows:

• Dun Bheagan 2009 (Ian Macleod & Co. Ltd) - Islay
• Glen Garioch Founder’s Reserve (Morrison Bowmore Distillers  
 Ltd) - Speyside
• Auchentoshan Three Wood Lowland Single Malt (Morrison  
 Bowmore Distillers Ltd) - Lowlands
• McClelland Speyside Single Malt Scotch Whisky (Morrison  
 Bowmore Distillers Ltd) - Speyside
• Glendronach 12 Years Old Single Highland Malt Scotch   
 Whisky (The Benriach Distillery Company Ltd) - Speyside
• Glenfiddich Malt Master Edition (William Grant & Sons) -   
 Speyside

Usual practice is to have the tasting led by an expert who provides 
both background and incidental information to the gathered 
‘researchers’.  But, true to our scientific principles, we followed 
something closer to a randomized control trial, in which the 
participants don’t know which whisky they are tasting and can 
approach the task objectively.

to assist economically, reference 
to the American embargo was 
nothing more than rhetorical.  For 
example, there was the famous 
1977 Barbara Walters interview 
in which, if I recall the TV 
interview correctly, Fidel Castro 
said he would cut his beard off 
if the embargo were to be lifted.  
Granma, the Cuban state-run 
newspaper, covered this interview 
in detail and the embargo’s 
harm to the economy became a 
foundational myth of the regime.

Today, dissidents on the island are 
still being arrested, released and 
then arrested again.  Pope Francis, 
on his recent visit, did not object 
to this practice.  In a revealing 
moment, José acknowledged his 
unhappiness when then Prime 
Minister Pierre Trudeau and family 
visited in 1976 and did not speak 
out against Fidel Castro’s disregard 
for basic freedoms.  How could a 
prime minister, who fought so hard 
to protect the individual rights of 
Canadians through the Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms, be silent on 
the rights of Cubans?               

One of the highlights of the 
talk for me occurred when José 
revealed that, as a 16 year-old, 
he had travelled to Canada for the 
first time.  At that time, he had 
described Quebec City as the first 
“European city” he had ever seen.  
Perhaps it was this impression 
that led to his eventually choosing 
our free and open country for 
his home.  In this light, we all 
benefitted from hearing him share 
his candid thoughts and love for 
his native Cuba.  

Given the number and range of 
questions posed in the discussion 
following the talk, clearly José 
had prompted EDUCT members to 
think more about the future of the 
island state. 

EDUCT thanks José for having 
kindly taken the time to give 
us the benefits of his insights 
on a question that will remain 
significant for all of us in North 
America.

Sober thought: let’s figure out the answers 
to the Bradley Riddle before we drink
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However, to make the process 
more interesting, we introduced 
an element of competition 
(with a modest prize).  Each 
participant was presented with 
six tasting notes, each note 
describing one of the whiskies 
set before them.  The tasting 
notes were the descriptions 
provided by the distiller to best 
describe their ‘product’.  

As the attendees will recall, 
when read in isolation, tasting 
notes have rather a ‘buzzword’ 
bingo tenor, with almost all using 
some combination of the words: 
light amber colour, vanilla, toffee 
and orange peel notes.

It was at this point that malts 
met maths.  Six whiskies and six 
sets of tasting notes provide 720 
different combinations of notes 
to whiskies – thus furthering our 
quest for quantitative reasoning.  
In theory, the probability of a 
perfect match was 1 in 720.  In 
practice, we had two participants 
match five out of six whiskies 
correctly, and one winner, Rachel 
Sachs (a whisky neophyte), 
who was able to expertly match 
notes to nips.  She carried away 
the prize of a set of soapstone 
whisky stones that can be 
refrigerated and used to cool 
a glass of whisky without the 
addition of ice.

It is one thing to know how the 
whiskies taste, it is another to 
determine which of the set of 
six was most highly rated by the 
tasters.  In practice, there are 
two ways to measure this.  

We can abandon the empirical 
path and declare the winner.  
And, on that basis, by popular 
acclaim the Glenfiddich Malt 
Master Edition was the choice 
of the evening.  A number of 
participants, who only rarely 
drink whisky, put this bottle at 
the top of their personal tasting 
list.  

But, in the same way that 
political polls often misread 

voting intentions and the outcome of elections, there is a second 
method: consumer research.  And, by the volume of whisky 
consumed, the McClelland Speyside was the clear winner.  Not a 
dram left at the end of the evening, while there was at least 1/6th of 
the Glenfiddich still available as the tasters ended their efforts and 
headed home for a very sound night’s rest. 

Whether it is wine or whisky tasting, these events do not happen 
without the combined efforts of many individuals and in that respect 
I must thank Simon Miles for matching whisky with a fine selection 
of cheeses and Chris Ban for, once again, providing the ‘tasting 
room’.

And maybe this time we owe special thanks to Con Healy.  Con, 
Rachel’s partner, may be providing her with the perfect match in 
more ways than one.  With his Ph.D. in Physics from Edinburgh, 
he wanted a career in which he would be engaged in playing with 
numbers.  He is now a software developer.  One has to wonder 
whether he had a way of working out the correct choice of those 
720 options, without even looking at the whisky or the notes!

Straight Six: Rachel Sachs sweeps the board.   
Paul Bradley awards the prize.

Full House: three Queen’s, two whiskies.  Kalin Moon, Sarah 
Tulley and Jessica Laham…all went from Queen’s to Edinburgh 
for the 2005-06 year.  Julia Smachylo was much missed.
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Plan; and, the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan.  In early 2015 
David and his fellow panelists began by listening to many people.  
By September his report was filed and his role was completed.  His 
report is now being considered by the Province.  By April 2016, 
when David will talk to us, it may well be that the Province will have 
taken its proposals back to the public for comment.  

If you are concerned about the future of the city and its surrounding 
region, and all that that implies for your quality of life, then our 
Dinner will provide you with an excellent opportunity to become 
informed about what is driving the development of the region, and 
the policies that can be used to ensure the livability of the city and 
that region. 

David’s report, Planning for Health, Prosperity and Growth in the 
Greater Golden Horseshoe: 2015-2041, provides an excellent 
backdrop for our Dinner talk.  Although the full report runs to 177 
pages and offers 87 recommendations, you can take a short cut 
and digest the Executive Summary of 12 pages.  You can access 
the report here: https://news.ontario.ca/mah/en/2015/12/ontario-
welcomes-report-on-greenbelt-and-smart-growth.html

The reviews of the report are already appearing.  For example, 
Environmental Defence has produced a report card which gives the 
report an A+ for the integration of climate change considerations 
into the future implementation of the four plans, and a D for 
inadequate protection of the greenbelt from future incursions of 
infrastructure such a highways, power lines and sewers.  Overall, it 
awards a B.

David was the perfect choice to head such a review.  As a young 
man he taught politics and urban affairs at Ryerson.  He ran for and 
won a seat as a City of Toronto alderman (councillor) in December 
1969 with the backing of a party that he had put together – the 
Civic Action Party (CIVAC).  Three years later he ran for Mayor 
as head of a reform movement and won.  The reformers had a 
majority.  He remained Mayor until 1978.  In that time he was 
able to bring a lot more sense to the development of the central 
city area, initially through a 45’ height bylaw and then a revised 
city plan.  He oversaw the redevelopment of the St. Lawrence 
neighbourhood that provided more affordable housing downtown.  
He gained a reputation as someone who could unite factions and get 
action.  His popularity earned him the well-deserved tag of ‘the tiny, 
perfect Mayor’.

The next chapter saw him run federally as a Progressive 
Conservative in 1978.  He became Minister of Health and Welfare 
under Joe Clark and later served as Minister of Indian and Northern 
Affairs and then Minister for Multiculturalism under Brian Mulroney.  
He ran for the leadership of the Tories in 1983.  His speech was one 
of the finest I have heard from a politician.  It was the Party’s loss.

Since leaving Ottawa in 1988 he has held numerous public 
appointments leading enquiries and commissions.  One of these, 
which enabled him to make a landmark contribution to our city, 
was as Commissioner on the Future of the Toronto Waterfront.  He 
has also served as CEO of the Canadian Urban Institute and as 
Chancellor of Ryerson, when it was given university status.  

David Crombie on Toronto’s 
Future: At Our Upcoming 
Annual Dinner
by Simon Miles 

EDUCT’s Annual Dinner, on Friday 
22 April 2016, will provide you 
with an excellent opportunity 
to learn more about the future 
development of the Greater 
Toronto Area. 

We are extremely fortunate to be 
able to welcome the Honourable 
David Crombie, PC, OC, OOnt, 
a former Mayor of Toronto and 
former federal cabinet minister, 
as our after-dinner speaker.  In 
giving his talk, Toronto: Fit for 
the Twenty-first Century, he will 
draw upon his incomparable 
experience gained while serving 
as a politician, public leader 
and professor over the last fifty 
years.  

His current role is that of Chair of 
the Province’s Coordinated Plan 
Review - essentially a review of 
the future development of much 
of southern Ontario.  The review 
looks at four plans that, for 
better or worse, are contributing 
to the shaping of the physical 
development of the region in 
which we live.  They are: the 
Growth Plan of the Greater 
Golden Horseshoe; the Niagara 
Escarpment Plan; the Greenbelt 

David Crombie

https://news.ontario.ca/mah/en/2015/12/ontario-welcomes-report-on-greenbelt-and-smart-growth.html
https://news.ontario.ca/mah/en/2015/12/ontario-welcomes-report-on-greenbelt-and-smart-growth.html
https://news.ontario.ca/mah/en/2015/12/ontario-welcomes-report-on-greenbelt-and-smart-growth.html
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Toronto owes a great debt to 
David Crombie.  I encourage 
you to take advantage of this 
opportunity to hear this very 
wise man on the future of our 
city.

EDUCT Geography Centenary 
Fund: Much to Report
by Simon Miles

For the 2015 – 2016 year the 
EDUCT Geography Centenary 
Fund has provided support for 
post-graduate research being 
undertaken by Nancy Chawawa.  
A summary of Nancy’s research 
is provided in the next article.

We were also delighted to learn 
that Lizzie Dingle, whom the 
Fund had supported last year, 
had been awarded second prize 
in a UK competition, organized 
by the Natural Environment 
Research Council.  NERC is 
seeking ways of encouraging 
the students it supports to try 
their skills at communicating to 
the public about their research.  
We congratulate NERC on its 
initiative and Lizzie on her award.  
Her article is reproduced in the 
piece following that on Nancy’s 
research.

And there is more news on the 
achievements of past recipients 
of EGCF support.  Andrew 
Tedstone, one of the recipients of 
EGCF funding, in 2013-2014, for 
his Ph.D. work on the dynamics 
of the Greenland ice sheet, has 
had his latest paper, for which 
he is the lead author, published 
in the prestigious journal Nature.  
The full reference is: Andrew J. 
Tedstone, Peter W. Nienow, Noel 
Gourmelen, Amaury Dehecq, 
Daniel Goldberg, Edward Hanna, 
(2015). Decadal slowdown of a 
land-terminating sector of the 
Greenland Ice Sheet despite 
warming. Nature,v. 526, p. 692–
695.  

The good news coming from 
the work of Andrew and his 
colleagues is the evidence of a 

slowing of the movement of the glacier subject to his study.  That 
glacier terminates on the land as opposed to in the ocean.  This 
slower movement is in spite of, and possibly because of, a more 
rapid melting of the surface of the glacier.  A shorter article on 
Andrew’s research can be accessed here.

In our last newsletter we reported a hiccup in the growth of the 
capital for the EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund.  Hopefully, this 
was no more than a product of the volatile markets.  Although that 
volatility continues, the EGCF’s health is slightly better.  At the end 
of November 2015, the latest data we had as of writing in early 
January, the total investment stood at £57,589.

Since then, several donations have been received.  As is our 
tradition, it is in the January issue that we thank our donors in the 
previous year.  This year we extend our thanks to the following for 
their generosity. 

• A fifth generous donation from Janette Hannah, of Hanover, 
NH, USA.

• A sixth generous donation from Simon Miles, of Toronto.
• And a seventh generous donation from: David Kemp, of 

Thunder Bay, Ontario; and, R. Geoffrey Rose, of Macclesfield, 
England, and Pointe Clair, Quebec. 

Our thanks are extended to all.  

All interested are reminded that the Fund remains open for further 
contributions.  Any assistance you can give to help us get to the 
next milestone of £60,000 would be much appreciated by all in 
Edinburgh.  

Doctoral Research Supported by the EDUCT Geography 
Centenary Fund 
by Simon Miles

This year, the fourth year for awards from the 
EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund, the award was 
made to one post-graduate student: Nancy Elsie 
Chawawa.  I have worked with her to provide the 
following capsule summary of her doctoral research 
in order to give donors to the Fund a good sense of 
what they are helping to make possible.

Nancy Elsie Chawawa is Malawian.  However, 
she has a close tie with Canada: she was born 
in Ottawa during the time her father, Wallace 
Jackson Chawawa, served as First Secretary 
in the Malawian High Commission.  As Nancy 
observes, unfortunately, Malawi does not allow 

dual citizenship.  She received her first degree in 2005: a B.Sc. in 
Environmental Sciences (with credit) from the University of Malawi.  
She used the opportunity to explore the relationships between the 
environment and the economy and her dissertation assessed the 
impact on households and business of the frequent power cuts 
that arose from the environmental degradation of the Shire River.  
Following a year of freelance consulting, she moved to the University 
of Leeds where, in 2007, she earned her M.A. in Sustainable 
Development (with Merit).  Her dissertation this time took her 

Nancy Elsie 
Chawawa

http://landsat.gsfc.nasa.gov/?p=11129
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practical for her country’s farmers.  Malawi has suffered extreme 
drought in recent years, followed by disastrous flooding in January, 
2015.  There is a need for farmers to move away from the flood 
plains to higher elevations.  Easier said than done.   Along with such 
migration there must also be a greater emphasis on conservation in 
agricultural practices, for example, zero till, and more attention to 
the replanting of trees to slow the rapid run-off and erosion of much 
of the entire catchment in the periods of heavy rains.  

The greatest challenge, however, is in getting the farmers to adopt 
the conservation practices that necessarily require some effort 
expended for the greater good of the larger community.  This 
is where Nancy will be focusing most of her energy.  Once she 
graduates she hopes to be in a position to be able to advise the 
government on how to introduce new programmes in a way that will 
lead to ready acceptance by the farmers.  Without their developing 
ownership of the transition process it is impossible to move towards 
environmental sustainability and sustainable development.

Nancy has also had to work hard to obtain the financial support 
to enable her to study at Edinburgh.  In her first year she was 
fortunate to have substantial support from the World Wildlife Fund.  
In her second year she managed to obtain the last grant from the 
Panets Educational Trust for Africa before it closed its doors!  The 
University of Edinburgh, through the School of Geosciences, also 
came to her assistance to cover all her fees.  For her fieldwork in 
Malawi, it has been the EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund, funds 
from the Research Training and Support Grant (RTSG) and the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations that have been 
so helpful to her. Although it is a very small contribution to her total 
needs, she is extremely grateful to be the recipient of the EDUCT 
Geography Centenary Fund support.  This academic year, her final 
year, the University of Edinburgh, through the Scholarships Office, 
is covering her tuition costs and she has support from the Canon 
Collins Trust.  She is still seeking further maintenance support to 
enable her finish her studies.

When I asked Nancy what she would do to address the issues she 
has been studying if she were President of Malawi, she did not 
hesitate.  She would make certain that the rural farmers participate 

into the politico-administrative 
considerations bearing on 
sustainable development: she 
explored the implications of 
the decentralization of forest 
management on the rate of 
deforestation in her country.  

Returning to Malawi, initially 
she again worked as a freelance 
consultant on a broad range of 
issues including the auditing of 
the national health accounts, 
the assessment of the social 
impacts of a mining project, 
the establishment of the 
Fairtrade Network in Malawi, 
the monitoring and evaluation 
of social cash transfers, the 
planning of improved water 
supply, and much more.  She 
had a number of prominent 
clients, including the World 
Bank through a Canadian firm 
Cowater International, The 
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria through 
Price Waterhouse Coopers, and 
the Centre for Climate Change 
Economics and Policy at the 
University of Leeds.  With this 
rich learning experience she 
was able to secure a part-time 
teaching post at the Catholic 
University of Malawi.  This led 
to her first government post, in 
2010, in the District of Nsanje, 
in southern Malawi, where she 
served as both an Environmental 
District Officer and as Acting 
District AIDS Coordinator.  In 
2012 she transferred, within 
the Environmental Department, 
to Blantyre District where 
she worked until moving to 
University of Edinburgh in 
September 2013. 

She chose Edinburgh’s School 
of Geosciences because of its 
being ranked first in the UK 
and because of the wide range 
of courses on offer.  Her thesis 
is titled Farmer self-perceived 
vulnerability to extreme weather 
events, and adaptation to 
climate change: A case study 
of Nsanje and Blantyre Districts 
in Malawi.  She wanted to 
focus her efforts on something 

Nancy (in red) conducting a focus group discussion with 
some representatives of the displaced communities



EDUCT News January 2016

10

actively in the development 
of climate change adaptation 
and mitigation strategies, 
programmes and projects.  With 
their involvement she sees that 
one can enhance the farmers 
ownership of the solutions, 
and the appropriateness, 
effectiveness and sustainability 
of those solutions.  She greatly 
regrets that when project 
funding ends one often sees the 
good work they initiated come 
to a halt.  In large part, she puts 
this down to the lack of attention 
to building a sense of ownership 
and active involvement from the 
communities that are expected 
to sustain those changed 
practices.

EDUCT wishes Nancy every 
success in finding the support 
needed and in completing her 
Ph.D.  She will be a valuable 
asset to her country when 
she returns, even if she never 
becomes President! 

When a PhD (Natural) 
Disaster Strikes
by Lizzie Dingle

Editor’s Note:  Lizzie Dingle, 
the recipient of the EDUCT 
Geography Centenary Fund post-
graduate student scholarship 
award for 2014-2015, is being 
supported by the Natural 
Environment Research Council 
in her Ph.D. studies.  You may 
recall reading about her work in 
the January 2015 issue of EDUCT 
News.  As an encouragement to 
young scientists to develop their 
communications skills, NERC 
invites its students to compete 
in its Student Photography 
and Short Article Writing 
Competition.  Lizzie tried her 
luck and was awarded second 
prize!  EDUCT congratulates 
Lizzie and thought you might like 
to read her article.

16th March 2015. A feeling of relief, a mild sense of 
achievement and an overwhelming need of a cold shower. 

These are the emotions that ran through my head after finishing my 
fieldwork across the Gangetic Plain in northern India and southern 
Nepal.  Eight tonnes of river bed gravels had been dug and sieved to 
generate grain size distributions of the sediment exported by major 
trans-Himalayan rivers.  The rationale behind this is to understand 
the controls on river dynamics where these huge river systems 
explode out from the mountains and flow over the Gangetic Plain. 

It’s time to head home and get stuck into some of my own 
data.

….at least that’s what I thought.

25th July 2015. Trapped in a valley 25 km from the Nepalese-
Chinese border by landslides in both directions. The monsoon 
really is wet, who knew there were so many leeches too?  

Today: 19th October 2015. 

I’m writing this from a hotel in Kathmandu after another spell of 
fieldwork.  Since the Gorkha earthquake in April, my aspirations of 
where I want to take my research after my PhD have dramatically 
changed.  My PhD has given me a great footing to understand the 
impacts of the earthquakes on sediment delivery and transport 
through the Himalayas, in river catchments where the effects of 
the earthquake were most severe.  Working with other European 
institutes and NGOs, I am now taking a key role in developing 
a longer term monitoring network across these catchments to 
record how sediment from earthquake induced landslides is moving 
downstream in these rivers.  This wave of sediment could present a 
major hazard to the communities living in these valleys and further 
downstream on the Plain.

As a scientist, you are often asked ‘why does your research 
matter?’.  Before the earthquakes, I would have told something 
about the sensitivity of these rivers to climate change.  To be in 
a position where I can say that my research allows us to monitor 
and understand the direct effects of such an extreme event, is 
an exciting thought.  A thought that is driving where I want to 
take my future research.  My experience of working here since 
the earthquake has shown me the direct relevance of this kind of 
research and how we can work with local organisations to deliver 
this information to the people living in these vulnerable communities 
and beyond the purely scientific community.    

EDUCT Decennial Endowment Fund: Update
by Simon Miles

As was the case with the EDUCT Geography Centenary Fund, the 
last time we reported on the EDUCT Decennial Endowment Fund 
the value of the total investment in the Fund had suffered slightly 
from the volatility of the markets.  As of 30 November 2015, the 
latest data we have at the time of writing in early January, the 
situation appears to have stabilized and the total investment stood 
at £118,726.
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The good news is that, since 
the Fund reached its target of 
£100,000 prior to September 
2015, the University has been 
able to award the first four 
bursaries, each of £1,000, to 
students commencing their 
studies at that time.  We are 
delighted to announce that the 
first four recipients are: 
• Miss Kirsty McCormick - 

studying Law (LLB Hons), 
who previously attended 
Doon Academy, Ayr.

• Miss Amy Scott – studying 
Law (LLB Hons), who 
previously attended Alva 
Academy.

• Miss Miwa Nagato-Apthorp 
– studying Philosophy (MA 
Hons), who previously 
attended Hawick High 
School.

• Miss Abigail Glanville – 
studying English Language 
(MA Hons), who previously 
attended Bassaleg School, 
Newport.

Each of these students will 
receive the same award each 
year for the duration of their 
studies for their first degree.  
EDUCT congratulates each of 
the students and looks forward 
to being able to report that they 
have successfully completed 
their studies in due course.

As ever, we remind all who are 
interested that the Fund remains 
open for further contributions.

Past Presidents’ Lunch: 
Thirteen Glorious Years
By James Hunter

On Tuesday December 15, 
2015, the Past Presidents 
of EDUCT assembled at La 
Maquette restaurant in Toronto 
to celebrate the thirteenth 
anniversary of the foundation of 
our excellent Club.

Our photograph shows the 
assembled revellers, from 
left to right: Toni McGregor, 
Paul Bradley, Margaret Reid, 

Jim Hunter and Simon Miles.  Unfortunately, Past President Josh 
Gillespie was unable to attend; otherwise, we had a full attendance.

These lunches are not just for jollity and mirth (although they do 
pretty well on that account); it was at a Past Presidents’ lunch five 
years ago that we hatched the idea of setting up the Decennial 
Fund, which this year surpassed its target of raising £100,000 to 
fund access bursaries, in perpetuity, at the University.

And, of course, your scribe cannot let the record of this event 
pass without pointing out that the Past Presidents continued their 
established policy of conspicuous frugality: they paid for lunch 
themselves.

Mary Bownes Argues Against the Dangerous Idea that 
Edinburgh Should Ban Students
By Simon Miles

Professor Mary Bownes, as 
the University’s Vice Principal 
for Community Development, 
has overall responsibility for 
University projects with a 
number of institutions in the City 
of Edinburgh.  Thus anything 
that sees the University working 
with the City Council, the many 
festivals, the museums and 
galleries and the zoo, and much 
more, falls within her remit.  And 
that ‘much more’ includes the 
maintenance of good relations 
with the urban community.

As every alumnus will recall, one of the never-ceasing topics of 
conversation in the city is the behaviour of the students.  Some of 
our antics doubtless fuelled the debate in our time!  Mary decided 
to take this ever-hot topic into the public arena.  Her stage, in St. 

Professor Mary Bownes
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Andrew Square, was provided 
by the Cabaret of Dangerous 
Ideas, which is an integral part 
of the Edinburgh Fringe Festival.  
CODI is essentially a forum for 
academics to take issues relating 
to their work to the public at 
large.  Some of the topics this 
year came with titles such as 
‘Hug a thug’ and ‘Soak up the 
sun and to hell with skin cancer’.

The event in which Mary was 
the presenter was provocatively 
titled ‘Edinburgh Should Ban 
Students’.  Mary’s task was to 
convince the audience that this 
was indeed a dangerous idea.  
She did an excellent job and 
seemingly enjoyed herself at 
the same time.  Thus it struck 
your Editor that you may like to 
learn a little of what was said in 
defence of your past behaviour.

Having painted a picture of a 
highly desirable city in which 
to live, a city where 83% of 
the population feel safe in their 
neighbourhood after dark, Mary 
then turned to the students.  
There are certainly lots of 
them.  Why?  Well, it is indeed 
a very good place to live…and 
to study.  With four universities, 
the students constitute about 
12% of the City’s population 
of 487,000.  Mary invited her 
audience to add to the long list 
of complaints about students: 
you know all of these!  She 
noted, parenthetically, that they 
could be frustrating for faculty 
too: how many times had granny 
died – three?

She challenged the myth that 
all students are young (and, by 
implication, irresponsible).  More 
students taking graduate and 
postgraduate degrees, and more 
returning to university later in 
the working life, translates into 
a more mature demographic 
profile overall.

And the fact that they come 
from around the globe?  They 
are not taking spots that 
Edinburgh residents would 

die for; they are simply looking for the best fit for their particular 
interests….just as so many of the young people growing up in 
Edinburgh will choose to study outside Edinburgh or Scotland.  And 
the richness of this cultural mix is part of what makes for such a 
rewarding setting for the development of young people.

And then there is the enormous contribution to the local economy.  
The students spend lots of money.  A recent study, conducted by 
BiGGAR Economics, estimates that students from the University of 
Edinburgh alone contributed £177 million to the Scottish economy 
each year.  And since one can reasonably argue that without the 
students there would be no University of Edinburgh, it is worth 
noting that the same study estimates that the University generates 
£2 billion annually for the Scottish economy. 

And since it is such an attractive city with interesting job 
opportunities, many former students stay on after graduation to 
work in Edinburgh.  The net result?  Almost 54% of Edinburgh’s 
working age inhabitants have degrees.  That is higher than London 
(at nearly 49%).  Mary had some interesting charts she was able to 
use to reinforce her argument that students eventually bring good 
to their communities.  There is an almost direct correlation between 
the level of education in a community’s workforce and the level of 
the average disposable income.  Although, not surprisingly, London 
topped the list for UK cities on income, Edinburgh was close behind. 

Then there is the particular strength of the University of Edinburgh 
in creating new companies.  Last year (2014-2015), yes a good year, 
saw the formation of 44 start-ups and spin-off companies.  Mirroring 
this entrepreneurial trait we see many industrial collaborative 
partnerships between the University and companies.  And, in 
turn, other types of partnerships have been forged between the 
University and a wide range of organizations across the city.  This is 
where Mary’s projects come in.  These partnerships with museums 
and galleries, the zoo, the libraries and the botanical gardens, to 
mention a few, will enrich the lives of both the residents and the 
students who gain access to a broader array of resources in each 
field.

Beyond these economic considerations one has to appreciate the 
contributions of the students to the social well-being of the urban 
community.  The University has a Volunteer Centre that maintains 
a list of student volunteers.  There are some 4,000 on the current 
list.  Last year, over 1,000 were known to have helped over 6,600 
people of all ages, and groups of various kinds.  Much additional 
volunteering is not recorded.  To encourage and recognize these 
contributions, the University has established the Edinburgh Award.  
And it is now possible for students to gain credits towards their 
degrees in some fields for work done in the volunteer sector and in 
local businesses.  This has done much to strengthen the ties with 
the urban community.  

Mary’s list of arguments went on.  She touched on the role of the 
University in protecting heritage buildings and enriching the lives 
of Edinburgh’s citizens culturally and visually.  She made the point 
that, with so many of the city’s well-known statues being of the 
University’s famous graduates, there would be an enormous gap to 
fill if there had been no University of Edinburgh.  

And then there is the famous Edinburgh Festival.  Well, actually, 
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Mary came up with a list of 13 
festivals in what has now become 
known as the City of Festivals.  
The students help make all of 
those possible too: through 
their labour; their contributions 
to the artistic content; their 
performances; and, the 
provision by the University of 
some 200 locations for Fringe 
performances. 

Mary rested her case for not 
banning students.  Indeed, it 
was a case for welcoming them.  
Seemingly, her arguments were 
very well received.  Case closed!

Kirsty Duncan Appointed 
Canada’s Minister of Science
by Simon Miles

Kirsty Duncan, one of the 
founding Directors of EDUCT, 
has been appointed by Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau to serve 
as Minster of Science in the new 
Liberal government following the 
election of 19 October 2015.

What will she do as Minister of 
Science?

Fortunately, the new government 
is indeed, as promised, bringing 
many improvements to the style 
with which we will be governed.  
One of the first tangible changes 
was the publication of the 
mandate letters issued to each 
Minister by the Prime Minister.  
It is very helpful to know what 

a minister is expected to do.  Here is the all-important extract 
from the Prime Minister’s letter to Kirsty with respect to her major 
responsibilities pertaining to her portfolio.

“In particular, I will expect you to work with your colleagues and 
through established legislative, regulatory, and Cabinet processes to 
deliver on your top priorities:
• Create a Chief Science Officer mandated to ensure that 

government science is fully available to the public, that scientists 
are able to speak freely about their work, and that scientific 
analyses are considered when the government makes decisions.

• Support your colleagues in the review and reform of 
Canada’s environmental assessment processes to ensure that 
environmental assessment decisions are based on science, facts, 
and evidence.

• Support the Minister of Employment, Workforce Development 
and Labour in efforts to help employers create more co-op 
placements for students in science, technology, engineering, 
mathematics, and business programs.

• Support your Ministerial colleagues as they re-insert scientific 
considerations into the heart of our decision-making and 
investment choices.

• Lead the establishment of new Canada Research Chairs in 
sustainable technologies, working with the Minister of Innovation, 
Science and Economic Development.

• Work in collaboration with the Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and 
the Canadian Coast Guard and the Minister of Environment and 
Climate Change to examine the implications of climate change on 
Arctic marine ecosystems.

• Examine options to strengthen the recognition of, and support 
for, fundamental research to support new discoveries.

These priorities draw heavily from our election platform 
commitments.  The government’s agenda will be further articulated 
through Cabinet discussions and in the Speech from the Throne when 
Parliament opens.”

Kirsty is well qualified to serve as Minister of Science.  Naturally, for 
EDUCT members, her doctorate in Geography from the University 
of Edinburgh in 1992 will be seen as a sound foundation!  But there 
is much more.  On leaving Edinburgh she joined the University of 
Windsor where, until 2000, she taught meteorology, climatology and 
climate change.  While at Windsor her interest in medical geography 
led to her having organized an expedition, in 1998, to the Arctic 
to try to discover the cause of the Spanish ‘Flu epidemic in 1918.  
Although the cause remained elusive, Kirsty wrote a book on the 
expedition “Hunting the 1918 Flu: One Scientist’s Search for a Killer 
Virus”. 

Prior to first being elected to Ottawa in October 2008, Kirsty had 
been teaching in the health studies programme at the University of 
Toronto.  While there, she published her second book “Environment 
and Health: Protecting Our Common Future”.  

Another notable achievement prior to entering Parliament was her 
role as a member of the Canadian team of scientists that, along 
with other teams from other countries, contributed to the work of 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.  The IPCC was 
named as a co-recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize in 2007.  It shared 
the prize with Al Gore for their efforts to build up and disseminate 

The Hon. Kirsty Duncan, P.C., M.P.
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greater knowledge about human-
made climate change and to 
lay the foundations for the 
measures that are needed to 
counteract such change.  Kirsty’s 
own contribution was on health 
impacts of climate change.  

EDUCT congratulates Kirsty 
on her re-election and her 
appointment to the Cabinet.  We 
wish her every success in taking 
on these responsibilities.

Martin Whittaker, CEO JUST 
Capital, Talks in Toronto on 
Sustainable Investing
by Simon Miles

Martin Whittaker earned 
his Ph.D. in Environmental 
Science from Edinburgh in 
1996.  Currently, he is the CEO 
of JUST Capital, a non-profit 
organization that focuses on 
sustainable capitalism.  Based 
in New York, Martin has been 
building his experience in the 
field of sustainable investing and 
environmental finance over the 
last eighteen years.  Today, he is 
one of the world’s leaders in the 
field.    

Martin grew up in England and 
has an MBA from the University 
of London.  However, he also 
has strong ties with Toronto, 
having moved here in 1996, 
straight after wrapping up his 
PhD.  At that time, Toronto was 
at the forefront of thinking about 
sustainable finance.  The big 
question driving much of his 
work was, and still is, ”How do 
we use the financial market to 
solve large-scale environmental 
issues while minimizing the risks 
inherent in tackling them?”   For 
him, the question gets to the 
heart of what capitalism is meant 
to be about.

Martin was back in Toronto 
in December 2015 to be the 
keynote speaker at a thought 
leadership event organized by 
the University of Toronto’s School 
of the Environment as a tribute 

to two of his old friends and colleagues, Rodney White and Errick 
“Skip” Willis.  Both Rodney and Skip had been leaders in the field of 
sustainable finance before their untimely deaths.  Martin’s talk, on 
“Reflections and Projections on Sustainable Investing”, was a very 
personal account of how he had built his understanding of the field 
and the changes in the environment in which he has been operating.  

Part of that story took place in Toronto.  He recounted how, on 
arrival in Toronto, he had put together three building blocks 
central to the development of his understanding and practising of 
sustainable investing.  The first was put in place when he began 
work with Innovest, a pioneering sustainable finance research firm 
based in the city.  This led him to Rodney, who was then Director of 
U of T’s Institute for Environmental Studies (the forerunner of the 
School of the Environment), and who had encouraged and enabled 
Martin to teach a course on environmentally sustainable finance, 
which would give him a vehicle to get more public dialogue going on 
the subject.  It was one of the first such courses taught anywhere in 
North America.  The second was the support he received from Gray 
Taylor, a lawyer, in coming to grips with the workings of the global 
carbon trading markets, in which Toronto was playing an important 
role.  The third was the friendship he formed with investor Bill Tharp, 
which centered on how to take advantage of clean technologies and 
the deployment of venture capital and private equity.

Martin sees the 2007 – 2008 financial crisis as a turning point in 
the world of sustainable investing: the family investment offices 
with which he was dealing lost their faith in the regular investment 
advisers.  Today, many private foundations and wealthy family 
investors want to see environmental and social sustainability 
emphasized.  At the same time, he sees many employees of the 
traditional Wall Street leaving to start initiatives in socially and 
environmentally responsible capitalism.    

He has only recently joined JUST Capital.  He is its first CEO and is 
still very much in the building phase.  He describes the organization 
as a people’s Bloomberg – a trusted source of information where 
anyone can find out how sustainable any given corporation is.  As 
such, JUST Capital is of value to anyone making decisions about the 
deployment of capital.  You are interested in the performance of, 

Martin Whittaker (left), Kimberly Strong, Director of the 
School of the Environment at U of T, and Simon Miles
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say, Google or Apple?  Just check 
with the open-source information 
platform provided by JUST 
Capital: www.justcapital.com

Martin sees the evolution of 
his operating environment as 
heartening.  Today, one can 
talk about the intrinsic value 
of positive environmental and 
social impacts and the moral 
imperative of capitalism and be 
understood.  He reflected on 
how these moral underpinnings 
of capitalism have their roots 
in Edinburgh, thanks to Adam 
Smith, who is buried in Canongate 
Kirk yard on the Royal Mile.  He 
recognizes, however, that this 
talk is still not mainstream in the 
world of investing – there is still a 
leadership gap.      

If any EDUCT member would 
like to learn more about Martin’s 
work, he is happy to hear from 
you at: 
mwhittaker@justcapital.com

Samuel Carter’s First 
Contribution to Addressing 
Climate Change
by Harry Ferguson

Editor’s Note:  Harry Ferguson, 
Friend of EDUCT, was 
understandably delighted when 
his grandson, Samuel Carter, was 
admitted to Edinburgh.  When I 
enquired recently as to how Sam 
was progressing I was impressed.  
Here is Harry’s summary of what 
he told me.   

My grandson, Samuel Carter, 
is enrolled at the University 
of Edinburgh’s School of 
Geosciences, and has recently 
begun his third year of studies for 
his B.Sc. within the Environmental 
Geoscience programme.
 
This past summer, there were 
very few positions available for 
students in Samuel’s year to do 
lab assistance work alongside 
their professors.  As a result, 
great dedication was required to 
discover – and possibly qualify 
for – one of the small number 

of these extra-curricular 
openings.
 
As a result of his diligence, 
Samuel was awarded an 
opportunity to assist with 
investigations into millennial-
scale climate patterns. He 
was one of only a handful 
of students who obtained 
such a position.  Fortunately, 
he was able to work under 
Dr. Simon Jung, a lecturer 
in palaeoceanography, and 
Jamie Maxwell, a Ph.D. 
student.
 
Samuel’s work involved 
preparing and studying 
sediment samples drawn 
from the Indian Ocean.  He 

identified different species of microscopic fossils, and recorded his 
findings.  In essence, for the purposes of the study he was, and still 
is, working on, carbon-14 is being used to determine the age of the 
samples through radiometric dating, which enables him to match up 
his samples to some kind of timeline.  The oxygen isotope values 
vary with ice volume, and thus are used as a proxy for temperature.  
By measuring both oxygen and carbon isotopes, he can see how 
temperature varies through time.  These data will be helpful to 
climatologists in determining how changing oxygen and carbon levels 
in the ocean indicate interhemispheric climate shifts that occurred 
during ancient times.  

Measuring oxygen and carbon data with a higher resolution than 
previously recorded (literally taking thinner sections of the sediment 
core and sampling them) enables climatologists to be more accurate 
with their modelling of the past climate.  The sharper picture that 
these models provide enables climatologists to better interpret the 
climate change that has taken place from the Pleistocene era onward.

As he started the fall term in September 2015, Samuel was given 
permission to continue his research, and allowed to take his analysis 
to the next level of study, using a mass spectrometer.  He continues 
to be involved with Dr. Jung’s millennial-scale climate change 
research, and is very much enjoying this first taste of practical 
experience.

The Darwin Complex: Funding Sought for the New Biological 
Sciences Building
by Simon Miles

Biology at Edinburgh dates back to 1695: the year a chair in biology 
was established.  Over the next 300 hundred years the study 
of biology evolved markedly.  And as Professor David Gray, the 
current Head of the School of Biological Sciences, notes, one of the 
most significant advances in that evolution is occurring now.  In 
his Foreword to the publication Building a New Biology: School of 
Biological Sciences 2025 Vision, Professor Gray observes “We are 
poised to deliver the next revolution in biology.  Today, biology is no 

Harry Ferguson with his grandson Samuel Carter 
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longer simply about interrogation 
and analysis; the advent of 
advanced synthetic biology 
methods means we can now learn 
by building.”  

Underpinning the realization of 
the potential of this new way 
of making advances in biology 
is the enabling of a greater 
degree of collaboration and thus 
integration of the work of the 
600 plus biologists in the School.  
That collaboration is taking place 
within the School, between the 
biologists in the School and 
others throughout the University, 
and between the School and 
other institutions and companies 
in Edinburgh, in Scotland, the 
UK, and around the world.  That 
collaboration is making demands 
for new spaces.  And alongside 
this, as the same publication 
underscores, the opportunities 
for the chance encounter, 
so fundamental to scientific 
advances, must be facilitated.

The School’s vision for 2025 is to 
create a fully integrated, world-
leading research
environment invigorated by the 
momentum of this biological 
revolution.  The School will focus 
on three research themes that 
address intellectually challenging 
areas of biology and promise 
long-lasting benefits for our 
world: Epigenetics; Infection and
Global Health; and Synthetic 
Biology.   

You can read much more about 
the evolution of biology at 
Edinburgh, the contributions 
that the University has made 
to society over the last three 
centuries, and the exciting work 
it is currently undertaking, by 
reading the publication.  It can be 
accessed here.

It is an impressive document and 
an easy read.  There is a strong 
emphasis on enhancing the 
economic and social benefits for 
global society that can be derived 
from using the School’s expertise 
to help solve some of the great 

challenges facing humanity in the 21st Century - disease, pollution, 
food security, the creation of pharmaceuticals, and more. 
Currently, the School is rated number 3 in the UK for world-leading 
research quality and for world-class research impact.  It is home to 
eight Fellows of the Royal Society.

To provide the enabling setting and thus continue to be a leading 
institution in the field globally, the School requires enhanced building 
facilities.  Currently, there are four buildings on a site at King’s 
Buildings.  The plans, drawn up by the award-winning architectural 
firm of Feilden Clegg Bradley Studios, envisage a complete 
renovation of the current structures and a fifth structure, referred to 
as the ‘hub’, linking these renovated buildings.  This hub will serve as 
a shared space for central facilities such as genetic sequencing and 
spectrometry.  It will also house additional teaching space, seminar 
rooms and shared catered and study spaces.  As such, it will foster 
communication and interaction and thus provide a central heart to 
what will be known as the Darwin complex.

The School of Biological Sciences Campaign is seeking £100 
million.  Some £80 million of this will be for the remodeling of, and 
augmenting of, the building complex.  The remaining £20 million will 
be for enhanced equipment, etc. 

All of us are aware of many of the contributions of the biological 
sciences to the improvement in the quality of our own lives.  If you 
find this field of research, teaching and scientific application both 
fascinating and essential for the future of humanity, do consider 
making a donation to this very worthwhile campaign. 

If you would like to obtain further information, you may contact Craig 
Rutherford, Development Officer at the School of Biological Sciences. 
Phone: 0131 650 6313  or   E-mail:  craig.rutherford@ed.ac.uk 

Artist’s rendering of the future Darwin Complex

http://www.ed.ac.uk/polopoly_fs/1.172219!/fileManager/SBS%20Brochure%20FINAL%20May%202015.pdf
http://www.ed.ac.uk/polopoly_fs/1.172219!/fileManager/SBS%20Brochure%20FINAL%20May%202015.pdf 
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Famous Alumni

Robert Ramsay Wright: A Life 
in Science
by Willadean Leo

Editor’s Note: In recognition 
of the University of Edinburgh 
having launched its campaign 
to renovate and expand the 
buildings housing the School 
of Biological Sciences at King’s 
Buildings, we have selected 
Robert Ramsay Wright to be the 
famous alumnus profiled in this 
issue of EDUCT News.  For more 
information on the campaign, see 
the article earlier in this issue of 
the newsletter.

In 2013 the University of Toronto 
Press released Arts & Science at 
Toronto: A History, 1827–1990 by 
the distinguished historian Robert 
Craig Brown.  The photo chosen 
for the cover showed a confident-
looking man, perhaps 30, with 
assertive features, smooth dark 
hair parted in the middle, and a 
formidable drooping moustache.  
He is turned semi-sideways to 
the viewer, his hand, hovering 
near a blackboard festooned with 
drawings that convey nothing 
to the uninitiated mind, grips a 
piece of chalk, and his forceful 
gaze is directed past the camera 
at a presumably expectant 
and possible rapt audience of 
students.  He is Robert Ramsay 
Wright, biologist and zoologist, 

who graduated from our alma mater and then, at the age of 22, left 
Edinburgh for Canada to take up a position as professor of natural 
history at Toronto’s university. 

Wright was born in Alloa, Clackmannshire, on Sept. 23, 1852. His 
father was a minister of the Free Church of Scotland, and it seems 
that his parents believed in the value of education.  Robert, their 
third and youngest son, attended Edinburgh’s Royal High School 
and entered the University of Edinburgh in the autumn of 1868.  An 
arts student, he took subjects that comprised the medieval trivium 
(Latin, Greek, mathematics) and quadrivium (logic, moral philosophy, 
natural philosophy, and rhetoric, which at that time included English 
literature).  Receiving his M.A. in 1871, Robert turned to science, 
studying natural history, botany, chemistry, physiology, and geology.  
His labours were rewarded with a B.Sc. two years later.  After a spell 
as a laboratory instructor, he applied for, and got, the chair in natural 
history at University College, Toronto, and arrived to take up his 
post in 1874.  There were six other candidates, and it may be that he 
was hired because his education dated from the years following the 
release of Charles Darwin’s On the Origin of Species (1859) and he 
was untainted by Canadian university politics. 

Wright may have decided that, with a new position in a new country, 
he would adopt a new persona.  He used his middle name, acquired 
an Oxford accent, and apparently encouraged the impression that 
he was an English gentleman.  When he was not teaching in the 
classroom he was performing in the elite’s drawing rooms, playing 
the piano and the violin, singing, and reciting poetry.  After he 
married in 1876 he and his wife, fellow Scot Katharine Octavia Smith, 
lived in a series of houses that proclaimed their elevated status. 

During his earliest years at the university Professor Wright had 
access to little equipment and taught in makeshift laboratories.  That 
situation changed for the better in 1878 when the new School of 
Practical Science, with laboratories designed for teaching purposes, 
became his base; 11 years later he moved into the biology building.  
His accomplishments in research began to draw notice during the 
1880s.  He became involved in the Canadian Institute, presenting 
and publishing papers and serving as its president for two years in 
the early 1890s.  He delved into parasitology, vertebrate morphology, 
and physiology, and in 1889 wrote An introduction to zoology: for 
the use of high schools, which appeared in schools in Ontario and 
elsewhere.  Three years later he prepared a report on Ontario’s 
fisheries for the provincial government, and he was one of the 
scientists who argued for the establishment of a Canadian marine-
biology station, which was opened in 1899.  When, in 1887, Victoria 
University federated with the University of Toronto, his title was 
changed to that of university professor of biology.  That year saw the 
re-establishment of the faculty of medicine and Wright was cross-
appointed to biology and physiology.  He drew large classes and won 
praise from his contemporaries, both students and other faculty 
members; one of his public lectures received a good review from 
William Lyon Mackenzie King in a 1901 diary entry.  Then as now, 
university instructors were not spared the demands of administrative 
contributions to their place of employment.  Wright was the first 
secretary of the School of Practical Science, in 1901 he was 
appointed dean of the faculty of arts, and soon after he was named 
vice-president of the university.  His schedule wasn’t, however, 
completely filled with work: in 1882 he adapted and directed 
Mendelssohn’s music for the choruses in a production of Sophocles’ 



EDUCT News January 2016

18

EDITOR’s NOTE:  EDUCT thanks Willadean, who is the Supervisory 
Editor at the DCB, for having kindly prepared this profile of Robert 
Ramsay Wright.

Welcome to Our New Members
by Simon Miles

Sarah Tulley

Sarah Tulley is a school teacher with the 
York Region District School Board.  Born in 
Richmond Hill, Sarah grew up in Markham.  
Hers was a family of educators.  Her 
father retired as Associate Director of the 
York Region Board.  So, maybe it is not 
surprising that she is following a similar 
career path.  But then there is more to it 
than that.  As Sarah wryly observes, her 
father had to actually negotiate with the 
teachers unions on behalf of the Board.  
And what was Sarah up to, at the tender 
age of 11?  Well, she had organized a 
petition to the teachers in her school, 
calling for a reduction in the excessive 
amount of homework!  She was certainly a 
fast learner!

Sarah chose Queen’s University to pursue 
a degree in History, in part because of the opportunities it offered for 
doing an exchange year at another university.  And, yes, Edinburgh 
won out when it came to taking her third year abroad.  There were 
12 Queen’s students who went to Edinburgh in 2005.  Some of the 
others are active members of EDUCT - such as Julia Smachylo and 
Kalin Moon.  Another was Jessica Laham, who has since become a 
close friend….and who is also joining our club.

At Edinburgh she studied European History with a focus on mediaeval 
sexuality.  While that might be enough to keep most of us buried in 
our books, Sarah was very organized.  She had scheduled her classes 
for Mondays and Tuesdays and thus had plenty of time to devote to 
keeping Ryan Air afloat.  She greatly enjoyed the travels with fellow 
students organized by the International Students Union.  And of 
course the parents took advantage of her being in Edinburgh to visit 
her and whisk her off to other parts of Scotland.  It was very good 
year.

Returning to Queen’s, she graduated in 2007 with a B.A. (Hons.) in 
History and immediately moved to York University to pursue a B.Ed.  
In 2008, she was fortunate to get her first full-time teaching job.  
That was in Aurora.  A year later she moved to Richmond Hill to Bond 
Lake P.S.  There she has taught almost every grade, but is currently 
working with Grade 7 students.  She teaches History, English, Maths 
and Health.  She has a particular interest in the mental well-being 
of school children.  In her view, children would benefit from more 
attention being given by the school system to mental well-being.  She 
is very conscious of the lack of clarity with respect to the resources 
that teachers can call upon in helping them to address their students’ 
mental health issues.  She is very pro-active in moving the agenda 
forward.  One delightful achievement was the organization of a panel 

Antigone, presented at University 
College. 

The theory of evolution was 
central to Wright’s ideas, and 
possibly related to this focus 
was the interest in the eugenics 
movement he developed in the 
early 1900s.  (During this period 
eugenics found support from a 
number of well-educated, well-
intentioned people.) Elected 
president of the Royal Society 
of Canada in 1911, he used his 
presidential address to urge 
the “judicious application of 
sound eugenic principles” to 
root out some of the “causes 
of decadence.” The following 
year he was a delegate from the 
university at the first international 
eugenics conference, held at the 
University of London. 

The University of Toronto 
awarded Wright an honorary 
LL.D. in 1902, and ten years 
later he received another such 
degree from the University of 
Edinburgh, followed in 1914 by 
an honorary M.A. from Oxford.  
In 1912 he retired and moved 
to Oxford, where he undertook 
projects that seemed far removed 
from matters that had occupied 
him during his academic career.  
When World War I broke out he 
translated foreign documents into 
English for the British War Office.  
His interest in linguistics enabled 
him to leave a unique legacy to 
the University of Toronto: the 
typescript of a translation from 
Persian of a work by a medieval 
astronomer.  His bequests to the 
university where he had taken 
his degrees and to the university 
where he had spent his career 
went to scholarships.  He was 
honoured by the latter when, 
in 1965, the Ramsay Wright 
Zoological Laboratories building 
was named for him.

***
The Dictionary of Canadian 
Biography recently released a 
biography of Robert Ramsay 
Wright on which this article is 
based.  Learn more here.  

Sarah Tulley….in Santorini

http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/wright_robert_ramsay_16E.html
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discussion at her school for 
parents and students on mental 
health.  Lloyd Robertson, the 
father of one of her colleagues, 
was charmed into chairing it! 

She has also been contributing to 
promoting enquiry-based learning 
in schools.  Recently, she has 
been travelling to Dryden, in N.W. 
Ontario, to offer workshops on 
this, on behalf of the Teachers 
Union.  

And while teaching, she also 
pursued her M.Ed., on a part-time 
basis, at OISE.  This she received 
in 2014.  In today’s world, of 
ever better-educated educators, 
this will stand her in good stead.  
The next task is to complete 
the prerequisities for being 
considered for a Vice-Principal’s 
post and, eventually, that of 
Principal.  So, more weekends are 
being spent at U of T. 

Her love of travel has been 
satisfied by very astute summer 
moves, taking advantage of 
exchange programmes offered 
by her School Board.  In 2011, 
she managed to teach in Hong 
Kong.  In 2013, she was in South 
Korea mentoring other teachers.  
She is hoping to teach in a 
developing country next summer, 
through a programme offered 
by the Canadian Federation of 
Teachers.  But she also finds 
time each summer to help 
Canadian children.  She has 
been actively involved In the 
Ontario Educational Leadership 

Centre on Lake Couchiching.  She was first there as a student, before 
graduating to be a counsellor and a teacher.  Now she coordinates a 
course in the fine arts.

One has to admire her leadership in her field.  Maybe there is another 
member of her family who has also served as an inspiration.  One 
of her great-great-grandfathers, Edward F. Clarke, was the Mayor 
of Toronto from 1888 to 1891.   He was a colourful character by all 
accounts: at the age of 22 he led a strike of printers; he was the 
Editor of the Sentinel, associated with the Orange Order; he served 
as a member of the Legislative Assembly of Ontario for all but one 
year in the period from 1886 to 1904; and, from 1904 to 1905 he was 
a Conservative member of the House of Commons.  Clearly, Sarah 
has more to achieve if she is to trump being mayor!

EDUCT welcomes Sarah.   

Keith Hargreaves

Keith Hargreaves is an Executive Director 
in Foreign Exchange at Morgan Stanley, a 
company he has been with since leaving 
Edinburgh.

Keith was born in Edinburgh and attended 
James Gillespie’s High School in Marchmont.  
At school, he was already exhibiting that 
trait we like to see in our investment 
bankers: the propensity to be forward 
looking in their thinking.  He had already 
set his sights on a career in finance and he 
reckoned that he would probably have to be 
prepared to leave Edinburgh at some point 
to pursue that dream career.  Since he loved 
the city of Edinburgh as a place to live, he 
decided he should stay on while completing 
his undergraduate degree.  Fortunately, he had done well in his 
Highers at school and thus was well positioned to apply for a spot to 
study computer science at the University.  And since the University 
was number one in the world for computer science at the time – and 
indeed still is near the top – one needed to be on the bright side!

Although the competition to study for the B.Sc. (Hons.) in computer 
science was fierce, there were about 200 in Keith’s class.  A 
good number of them have ended up in similar work.  Keith was 
particularly fortunate to have landed a summer internship with 
Morgan Stanley in the summer of 2001 – his third year at Edinburgh.  
Since this was just after the bottom had fallen out of the tech stock 
world, he learned a lot, fast.  It also positioned him well for his job 
search.

On graduation in 2002, Keith was accepted by Morgan Stanley for 
training.  He was one of 40 young graduates from all over the world 
who spent six months in New York.  And as a side benefit, albeit 
by design, this provides the young recruits with an excellent global 
network of colleagues.  He returned to the London office and started 
work on derivatives and other esoteric fields of finance.  One day, 
in 2007, he just happened to be back in Edinburgh putting on a 
recruitment event at the University, on behalf of Morgan Stanley, 

Edward F. Clarke…former 
Mayor of Toronto

Keith Hargreaves
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when he heard of an opportunity 
to move to the foreign exchange 
operations at the firm’s London 
office.  In the summer of 2008 he 
relocated to New York to continue 
in foreign exchange work.  As 
we all recall, that was not a good 
time to be in finance.  He had just 
signed the lease on his apartment 
when things went haywire.  
Fortunately, Morgan Stanley kept 
him on and he survived.  In 2010 
he was back in London and in 
2014 he moved to Toronto.

Despite the crash, there were 
some good things about being in 
New York in 2008.  This was when 
he had met a charming young 
Canadian.  The rest is history!  
Now happily married, they now 
have two young children and very 
much hope to stay in Toronto.  

To keep in shape Keith runs 
marathons….or rather, he did.  
He reckons he has one more big 
one in him before hanging up 
his shoes.  Then he will return 
to the less demanding pastimes 
of watching rugby and shooting 
pool.  

EDUCT welcomes Keith.

Jessica Laham

Jessica Laham is a litigation 
lawyer with McCarthy Tetrault 
LLP in Toronto.  Currently, as a 
relatively new member of the 
firm, she has a broad remit that 
has led to her working on lots of 
commercial cases, class actions 
and issues relating to professional 
liability. Although she expects she 
will end up specializing in the not-
too-distant-future, she is enjoying 
the variety of assignments.  

Oddly enough, although litigation 
lawyers are known for their 
toughness in court, they can also 
win their cases by exercising 
other attributes.  Jessica is 
disarmingly friendly for a 
litigation lawyer.  Maybe it goes 
back to her schooldays.  She 
was born in Toronto and moved 

to Ottawa when twelve.  Although not 
gifted at athletics, she did manage 
to win one award: the Congeniality 
Award for Soccer!  Clearly, being able 
to bring order and happiness to a girls 
soccer team is the making of a litigation 
lawyer!

As an Ontario Scholar Jessica went 
to Queen’s University to pursue a 
B. Comm.  She particularly enjoyed 
marketing and accounting but wanted 
to keep her options open.  Maybe 
this is what prompted the interest in 
Edinburgh.  While in her second year at 
Queen’s she had met up with a lot of 
the 15 or so Edinburgh students who 

were at Queen’s that year.  They were obviously good ambassadors 
for Edinburgh!

So she decided to spend her third year at Edinburgh’s Business 
School.  It was a delightful time.  Those Edinburgh students who 
had been at Queen’s held a welcoming party, at the Steamie, for all 
the Queen’s students arriving in Edinburgh in 2005.  Several other 
EDUCT members were also part of the contingent from Queen’s: 
Kalin Moon and Julia Smachylo being among them.   

The Business School was quite different from Queen’s in some 
ways – most notably there were more individual assignments and 
fewer lectures.  This had the merit of freeing up more time for other 
pursuits such as the European travels….that took her to Belgium, the 
Netherlands, France, Spain, Italy and Ireland, and other countries.  
Although there was never enough time in one place, the Alhambra in 
Spain was one place that will forever stand out as an experience.

Returning to Queen’s for her final year, Jessica graduated in 2007.  
She entered the world of advertising in Toronto, working for Cossette 
and then BBDO Canada.  While it was an interesting experience, she 
was not sold on selling.  She had become more interested in law as 
a career. And so, in 2011, she enrolled at UBC to pursue a J.D.  She 
loved it.  And she did very well too, winning a medal for academic 
performance.  Graciously, Jessica credits the Edinburgh experience 
for having equipped her to organize her approach to her studies.  
And then there were all those mountains: hiking became another 
pastime.

When commencing her second year at UBC Jessica applied to 
McCarthy Tetrault in Toronto for a summer job.  She charmed them 
and got the job.  They must have been even more impressed when 
she had completed the summer assignment since they offered her 
an opportunity to article with the firm after finishing the course work 
at UBC in 2014.  Having completed her articling in 2015 she remains 
with the firm.

Beyond litigation?  Well, Jessica has given much time to the Girl 
Guides movement.  She started as a Brownie at the age of six 
and joined the Guides when nine.  She rejoined as a leader after 
completing her B. Comm. When she moved to Vancouver for law 
school, she learned what camping was really like: it was quite a 
responsibility keeping a protective eye on 20 girls when there were 

Jessica Laham
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bears in the woods!  She used to 
give one evening a week to the 
Guides and several weekends 
a year for organizing camping 
trips.  Today, the court rooms 
have taken their toll.  However, 
she has been giving more time 
to the bigger picture, becoming 
involved in strategic planning 
for the Guides to ensure it 
remains relevant to today’s 
world.  Membership is picking 
up as the organization becomes 
more involved in addressing such 
topical issues as cyberbullying 
and climate change.  She has 
also had a trip to India with the 
Guides.  In 2014 she spent a 
month in Pune (that many of 
us will better know as Poona), 
south-east of Mumbai, with 
Guides from many countries 
involved in working with girls 
in a local community on such 
issues as reproductive health 
and self-esteem.  She loved India 
and its people so much that she 
returned there to go backpacking 
in 2015. There was something 
prescient about that congeniality 
award!

EDUCT welcomes Jessica.

Obituaries
Winifred Czulinski Dies at 91 

EDUCT was very sorry to learn 
of the death of Winifred Czulinski 
(née Carlow) on 12 October 
2015.  Winnie Senior, as she was 
called affectionately by one of 
her seven children, Winnie Junior, 
was one of our earliest members.  
Born in Edinburgh, she passed 

the entrance exams for the University of Edinburgh when still sixteen 
and graduated in 1943 with an M.A. (Ordinary), which took in some 
history, geography, Latin, English and philosophy, among other 
subjects.  She was obviously as sharp as a tack.  After Edinburgh, 
at the tender age of 19, she was recruited to work on code-breaking 
activities at Bletchley Park, since made famous through several 
riveting films about people such as Alan Turing.  
She was one of EDUCT’s earliest members.  That was when she 

was in her late seventies.  She was active at our very first Burns 
Night event and always supported our causes.  Later, she found it 
increasingly difficult to attend our meetings but was always very 
happy to talk at length on the phone.  She was always charming 
and had a very positive outlook on life.  Just a few years ago she 
rediscovered one of her dear friends from her childhood days, 
Professor Frederick Olaf Simpson, another Edinburgh graduate, 
who was living in New Zealand.   Thanks to the research by Winnie 
Junior and your Editor, and the discovery that Olaf had a son living 
in Toronto and working at CAMH, Winnie and Olaf had a reunion in 
Toronto that was, by all accounts, thoroughly enjoyable.

Our thoughts are with the family.  She will be missed.

Alan Williamson Dies Suddenly on his Birthday

EDUCT was saddened by the news of the accidental death of Alan 
Williamson on his 87th birthday.  He was a very generous supporter 
of our EDUCT Decennial Fund and, despite his not being on the 
Internet, he relished receiving our newsletters.  As his daughter 
Anna relates, Grumps, as he was lovingly called by his grandchildren, 
was not the most extrovert of men.  It seems that it was usually his 
wife, Grace, who would drag him out to social events.  Maybe it was 
not surprising we saw little of him at EDUCT events. 

Born in Hastings in 1928, Alan was fortunate to be able to spend 
much of his youth at nearby Bexhill-on-Sea.  He did his National 
Service with the British Army in India before proceeding to the 
University of Edinburgh.  There he received his B.Sc. in Forestry, in 

Winifred’s Bletchley Commemoration signed by Prime 
Minister David Cameron

Winifred Czulinski
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1951.  On graduation, he joined 
the British Colonial Service, 
which offered interesting career 
prospects for foresters.  He 
was posted to Belize, in Central 
America, where he was assigned 
to work in the jungle.  However, 
as a man with an eye for the 
bigger picture, one could say he 
was able to see the woods for 
the trees.  On emerging from the 
jungle one day, he spotted a fine 
young lady…who happened to go 
by the name of Grace Woods.  
Seemingly, he informed Grace, 
on their first dance, that he was 
going to marry her!  The rest is 
history. 

Maybe inspired by his marketing 
coup in having convinced Grace 
to marry him, Alan decided to 
switch careers to sales and then 
marketing which, in time, led to 
his becoming a senior executive 
with various multinational 
agricultural companies such as 
Ciba-Geigy and Pfizer.  These 
companies enabled him to 
work in a number of countries, 
including England, South Africa, 
Sudan, Belize, USA, and Canada.  
The family kept growing as he 
and Grace moved.  Six children 
acquired a number of nationalities 
collectively.  In Canada, he 
worked in several parts of 
the country before settling on 
Milton.  He was able to retire at 
60 despite having had all those 
children to educate!

EDUCT expresses its sincere 
condolences to the family. Alan 
will be missed. 

Alan Williamson

Book Review

Mark Kingwell’s Latest Collection of Essays

Mark Kingwell, Measure Yourself Against the Earth, Toronto: 
Biblioasis, 2015, 320 pp. 

On 19 November 2015, Mark Kingwell launched his latest book in 
Toronto.  By all accounts the event at the Supermarket Restaurant 
and Bar was an excellent party. While your Editor was not able to 
make it, he is convinced that you should be kept up to date with the 
writings of a fellow EDUCT member.

One of the first reviews to appear on the new work came from 
Kirkus, a source of reliable, independent reviews.  It is reproduced 
here.  Following the review, we provide you with a list of the other 
books by Mark.

In 24 shrewd, witty, insightful essays, cultural critic Kingwell 
(Philosophy/Univ. of Toronto; Unruly Voices: Essays on Democracy, 
Civility, and the Human Imagination, 2012, etc.) returns to many of 
his favorite themes: fly-fishing, the cityscape, art, and literature. 
Several consider the gifts of a city, particularly Toronto, where the 
author revels in walking, “the greatest unpriced pleasure there is,” 
a “modern art form.” Walking affords encounters with “our fellow 
citizens. If you live in a large city, learning how to walk the streets is 
something you must master as a physical expression of belonging.” 
With equal enthusiasm, Kingwell extols the virtues of bars (“crucibles 
of human behavior”), the novels of Carl Van Vechten and Michael 
Arlen, and the “peculiar vitality and personality” of punctuation 
marks, especially the 
indispensable serial 
comma. Some essays, 
such as a long, annotated 
piece on Kierkegaard 
and procrastination, 
seem addressed more to 
academic than general—
though sophisticated—
readers. But most 
consider contemporary 
issues, such as the 
infiltration of robots 
into the workplace, the 
meaning of leisure, 
the difficulty of social 
mobility (which seems, 
he believes, “decisively 
obliterated”), and the 
future of the book in the 
digital age. Optimistic 
about “the endurance 
of long-form reading,” 
Kingwell worries less 
about the death of 
the printed book than 
about the possibility of 
increasing worldwide 
literacy. Reading fiction, 
he believes, may not be 
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a means to becoming a better 
person, but he admits that novels 
inspire a “contemplative mode 
of being...which underwrites 
everything else.” Self-awareness, 
though, can be achieved through 
fly-fishing, which involves 
“dynamic tension” and a “loose-
muscled happy feeling in the 
body….The day acquires clarity, 
and that feeling of purpose we 
seek even when engaged in 
something pointless—beautiful 
and pointless.”
An engaging collection from 
an urbane, observant writer of 
admirably lucid prose.

Other Books by Mark Kingwell
Editor’s Note:  If you cannot find 
some of the earlier works in your 
bookstore, Mark assures us that 
all of them should be readily 
available, either used or new, on 
amazon.ca and amazon.com. Or, 
failing that, on ebay. 

1. A Civil Tongue: Justice, 
Dialogue, and the Politics of 
Pluralism (Penn State University 
Press, 1995). Elaine and David 
Spitz Prize for outstanding work 
in liberal-democratic theory; 
Questia Librarians Top 16 Books 
on Justice.

2. Dreams of Millennium: 
Report from a Culture on the 
Brink (Viking, 1996).  Finalist, 
Gordon Montador Book Prize for 
Social Commentary; Maclean’s 
magazine Top Ten Book.

3. Better Living: In Pursuit 

of Happiness from Plato to Prozac (Viking, 1998). Globe and Mail 
Notable Book for 1998; finalist, Gordon Montador Book Prize for 
Social Commentary; Drummer General’s Award for Non-Fiction; Los 
Angeles Times Notable Non-Fiction Book; Baltimore City Paper Top 
Ten Non-Fiction Book, 2000.

4. Marginalia: A Cultural Reader (Penguin, 1999).

5. Canada: Our Century [with Christopher Moore] (Doubleday, 1999). 
Globe and Mail Notable Book for 1999.

6. The World We Want: Virtue, Vice, and the Good Citizen (Viking, 
2000). Globe and Mail Notable Book for 2000.

7. Practical Judgments: Essays in Culture, Politics, and Interpretation 
(University of Toronto Press, 2002).

8. Catch and Release: Trout Fishing and the Meaning of Life (Viking, 
2003). Amazon Editors’ Top 25 Non-Fiction Pick, 2003.

9. Nothing for Granted: Tales of War, Philosophy, and Why the Right 
Was Mostly Wrong (Penguin, 2005).

10. Nearest Thing to Heaven: The Empire State Building and 
American Dreams (Yale University Press, 2006). Globe and Mail 
Notable Book for 2006.

11. Classic Cocktails: A Modern Shake (McClelland & Stewart, 2006).

12. Concrete Reveries: Consciousness and the City (Viking, 2008). 
Globe and Mail Notable Book for 2008; finalist, Writers Trust Non-
Fiction Award and B. C. National Non-Fiction Award.

13. Opening Gambits: Essays on Art and Philosophy (Key Porter, 
2008).

14. The Idler’s Glossary [with Joshua Glenn] (Biblioasis, 2008).

15. Glenn Gould (Viking, 2009). Winner, 2012 Governor-General’s 
Award for English-French translation (Alain Roy).

16. Rites of Way: The Politics and Poetics of Public Space [ed., with 
Patrick Turmel] (Wilfrid Laurier University Press, 2009).

17. The Wage Slave’s Glossary [with Joshua Glenn] (Biblioasis, 2011).

18. Unruly Voices: Essays on Democracy, Civility, and the Human 
Imagination (Biblioasis, 2012).

19. Frank’s Motel: Horizontal and Vertical in the Big Other [pamphlet] 
(Blurb, 2013).

Are you a fan of Scottish writing?
Do you enjoy reading novels and non-fiction by Scottish authors? 
How about books about Scotland or Scots? If so, EDUCT would 
welcome your views and opinions for publication in EDUCT News. 
Please contact the EDUCT News Editor, Simon Miles at simon-miles@
sympatico.ca.Mark Kingwell, Professor of Philosophy, 

University of Toronto
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A SPECIAL OFFER TO EDUCT 
MEMBERS

Would you like to own a copy of 
the latest book on the University of 
Edinburgh?

Jean Grier and Mary Bownes, 
Private Giving, Public Good: 
The Impact of Philanthropy at 
the University of Edinburgh, 
(Edinburgh: University of Edinburgh 
Press, 2014), 224 pp., £30.

EDUCT would like to make it 
possible for every member to own 
a copy of this magnificent book on 
our University.  We have arranged 
for a slight discount to be offered 
to members.  Just how much we 
can offer off the market price of 
£30 depends on our shipping costs.  
If you would like to purchase a 
copy, or if you are planning to visit 
Edinburgh soon and can help with 
the transport of a few copies at no 
charge, please contact Simon Miles 
at 416-466-8793 or 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca
 
For a review of the book, see EDUCT 
News, September 2014, p.19.

Tell us your news

EDUCT News is always looking for interesting alumni stories and news.
We are happy to hear about what’s new with you! Whether you have just 
returned from an interesting trip or have a memory you wish to share with 
your fellow EDUCT Members, we would love to hear from you.
If you have something you would like to share, please contact the EDUCT 
News Editor, Simon Miles at simon-miles@sympatico.ca.
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Friends of EDUCT

Friends of EDUCT are recognized 
by virtue of the generosity they 
demonstrated when, as non- 
members, they donated to the 
University of Edinburgh through an 
EDUCT-initiated special fund. 

Carlyle Circle Members in 
Canada

EDUCT wishes to acknowledge the 
generosity of alumni and friends
of the University of Edinburgh who 
have decided to leave a bequest to 
the University in their wills. They 
are recognized by the University as 
Carlyle Circle members. We extend 
our gratitude to each of them. If you 
are a member of the Carlyle Circle 
or know of such members, you are 
encouraged to contact us.

Promoting Your Event

If you are organizing an event or 
participating in an activity that 
would be of interest to fellow alumni 
in the GTA, please get in touch with 
our Communications Officer, Paul 
Bradley: pauljfrbradley@gmail.com.

You may also join us on LinkedIn or 
Facebook to submit your information 
directly to participating members 
through these networks.

The Story Behind EDUCT 

“EDUCT” is intended to form 
the acronym for the Edinburgh 
University Club of Toronto. “Educt” 
is a word which means, in the 
language of chemists: “A body 
separated by decomposition from 
another.” In addition, there is 
“e-duct”, an electronic channel, 
which seems appropriate for all of 
our members receiving EDUCT News 
via e-mail.

Board of Directors 

We invite your comments and 
suggestions at any time. Please 
feel free to contact any member 
of the Board of Directors with 
your comments and suggestions: 

Alan Pearson, President, 
(LL.B. Hons 1971), 416.237.9874 
apearson@bell.net

Victoria Crewe-Nelson, Vice-
President and Membership 
Secretary, 
(LL.B. 1999), 416.750.4424 
vcn117@gmail.com 

Chris Valley Ban, Treasurer, 
(M.Sc. 1990), 416.489.2011 
chrisban@bell.net 

Simon Miles, Past President and 
Editor of EDUCT News,
(M.A. Hons 1962), 416.466.8793 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca

Paul Bradley, Past President and 
Communications, 
(B.Sc. Hons 1982), 416.464.9771 
pauljfrbradley@gmail.com 

Christine Saunders, Director,
(M.Sc., 1996), 416.220.0592
christine.d.saunders@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP DUES
Annual membership fees are due 
in January of each year. If you 
have not yet renewed for this 
year, please send your cheque, 
for $35, payable to EDUCT, and 
marked “membership”, to our 
Treasurer, Mr. Chris Valley Ban, 
at: 205-100 Oriole Parkway, 
Toronto, ON M5P 2G8. Your 
promptness in this regard 
greatly lightens the load on our 
volunteer Board and is thus 
much appreciated. Thank you, in 
advance, for your payment.  

Are You On Our List?

We know of over 240 alumni in the 
Toronto area. As of 15 January 2016, 
we have 144 members. If you would 
be interested in joining EDUCT, please 
do not hesitate to contact the EDUCT 
President or the Club Treasurer.

EDUCT News is published three times 
a year in January, May and September. 
Please send submissions or ideas for 
articles to the Editor: simon-miles@
sympatico.ca

Our thanks go out to :
Kevin MacLeod for graphic design and 
layout
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