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Message from the President Upcoming Club and Alumni Events

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni in 
Toronto? Please pass this newsletter on to 

anyone who might be interested

Membership fees for 2015 were due in January. If you have not yet 
renewed, please see page 16 for details.

At EDUCT’s annual meeting in June, 
Christine Saunders was elected to 
the Board.  We will benefit from 
her enthusiasm and skills.  Your 
Board subsequently met over the 
summer to finalize plans for the fall.  
In planning events, we aim to give 
members an opportunity to meet 
with fellow graduates and for them 
to learn something along the way.  
Details of the events are set out on 
pages 1 and 2 of this newsletter.

You should have already received 
the University’s invitation to the 
reception on September 22nd.  
I encourage you to take this 
opportunity to meet with some 
of the University’s leaders and 
hear about the ambitious plans to 
maintain the University as one of the 
preeminent centres of research and 
learning.  

 Please note the very interesting 
and timely talk about Cuba in 
October and the always popular 
whisky tasting in December.  Early 
registration for these is encouraged. 

In the New Year, plans are in place 
for always popular Burns Night in 
January and the Annual Dinner in 
April.  We have some ideas about 
other events and we have registered 
our members’ desire for more talks 
on interesting and relevant topics.  
If you have any ideas for events 
which would appeal to our members, 
please let me know.

Stay in touch. 

Alan Pearson , apearson@bell.net 
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Well, despite 
all evidence 
to the 
contrary, we 
have finally 
arrived at a 

reasonable 
facsimile of 
summer and 

our thoughts can turn to outdoor 
activities.  On June 8 we hope 
you’ll join us for our AGM 
(alfresco) followed by our second 
lawn-bowling event.  Amateur and 
novice lawn-bowlers are welcome 
and actively encouraged – there 
really is very little chance of injury, 
which makes it a very appealing 
sport. 
 

We’re also very excited that the 
University will be holding its 2014 
Alumni Weekend Abroad here, in 
Toronto from June 19-21.  Look for 
more information at: 
www.ed.ac.uk/alumni/toronto-
2014  
 

On July 26, we’ll continue to enjoy 
the outdoors with a Barbecue at 
Graham and Fionna Ferguson’s 
home in Caledon. 
 

At the AGM I will be passing on the 
President’s mantle to Alan Pearson 
and I can’t think of a better 
candidate to take on the role.  It’s 
been an honour to serve on the 
EDUCT Board with a group of 
alumni who are dedicated to 
supporting the University and who 
devote a lot of their time to 
organising our many events.  
Please continue to come out and 
support us.  It has also been a 
pleasure to meet so many of you 
and to see the camaraderie that 
has been fostered by EDUCT. 
 

And since we are into a Provincial 
election, do vote on June 12. 
 

Toni McGregor 

Upcoming Club and Alumni Events 
 

Annual General Meeting 
When Sunday, 8 June 2014, 12:15 pm 
Where The Etobicoke Lawn Bowling Club, on the East side of Islington, just south of Dundas St. 

West, Toronto. 
Details There is no charge for the AGM. 
Questions Toni McGregor, tonimcg@cogeco.ca, 905-637-9015 

 

EDUCT’S Second Lawn Bowling Championship 
When Sunday, 8 June 2014, 1:30 pm 
Where The Etobicoke Lawn Bowling Club, on the East side of Islington, just south of Dundas St. 

West, Toronto. Phone: 416-239-5315. 
Details Mike and Linda Mason will be our hosts for this chance to get some gentle, healthy exercise 

and competition in a relaxed social atmosphere. It is perhaps the only outdoor sport where 
men and women, young and old, ex-jocks and ex-loafers, can all compete on an equal 
footing. It is easy to learn. Dress is casual. All you need are flat-soled shoes or sneakers 
(with no heels). 

Cost $10 for members and guests; $15 for non-member alumni and guests. 
RSVP Toni McGregor, tonimcg@cogeco.ca, 905-637-9015 

Meeting of The General Council of the University of Edinburgh in Toronto 
When Thursday to Saturday, 19 to 21 June 2014. 
Where Various central Toronto locations. 
Details The University is honouring Toronto by holding its June 2014 General Council meeting here 

on Saturday 21 June.  By now, you should have received an invitation and more details on 
the programme for the three days of associated events from the University.  If you have not, 
then please try this link for information and booking arrangements: 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/alumni/services/news/events/toronto-2014/accommodation-
booking/booking  
If you experience any difficulty in making a booking online, do contact Eilidh Campbell, at the 
University, at Eilidh.Campbell@ed.ac.uk or phone her 011-44-131-650-2242.  Eilidh can 
make your bookings for both the free events and those for which there is a charge. 

 

EDUCT’S First Barbeque: Hosted by Graham and Fionna Ferguson 
When Saturday, 26 July 2014, 4:00 pm 

Where The country home of Graham and Fionna Ferguson, in Caledon. 
Details 
 

The Fergusons will be our hosts for this late afternoon and early evening party in a beautiful 
setting near the head of the Humber River which is literally at the bottom of the garden.  
Children are welcome. 
Steak, salmon, salad, dessert and soft drinks are included.  To satisfy your particular 
preferences for alcohol, please BYOB.  Musicians are encouraged to bring their instruments. 
Dress is casual.  If it is hot, a swimming pool is available.  In the event of rain, there is plenty 
of space inside.  Arrangements for car pooling and lifts will be made.  Let us know your 
needs.  More details to follow.  If you have not received your invitation by 26 June, please let 
us know. 

Cost $25 for members and guests; $15 for children under thirteen (and BYOB as per your 
pleasure). 

RSVP Toni McGregor, tonimcg@cogeco.ca, 905-637-9015 
 

Message from the President 

 

Do you know of other Edinburgh alumni in 
Toronto? Please pass this newsletter on  

to anyone who might be interested. 

Membership fees for 2014 were due in January.   
If you have not yet renewed, please see page 30 for details. 

University of Edinburgh Reception in Toronto
When:  Tuesday, 22 September 2015, 6:15 pm – 8:30 pm.
Where: The offices of Torys LLP, 79 Wellington Street West, 33rd floor, 

Toronto.
Details: Professor Charlie Jeffery, Senior Vice-Principal, and Professor James 

Smith, Vice-Principal International, will be our keynote speakers. 
The University, with the assistance of EDUCT, has organized this 
reception for alumni.  The event will provide us with a great 
opportunity to find out about recent landmark achievements at the 
University as well as exciting future developments.   Invitations 
were sent out by the University on or about 20 August.  You should 
RSVP by replying to the University’s email.  

Cuba: In Transition or Not?
When:   Sunday, 18 October 2015, 1:30 pm to 4:00 pm 
Where: The Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto.
Details: Our speaker will be José Latour, internationally acclaimed, award-

winning author and keen observer of his natïve country.  His most 
recent non-fiction book is “Cuba: Revolution, Involution, Evolution”.  
He will talk about the past, present and future of his country.  

Cost:   $15 for members and guests; $20 for non-members and guests.
Info:   Chris Valley Ban, chrisban@bell.net 416-289-2011

EDUCT Whisky Tasting                                     
When: Thursday, 3 December, 2015, 7:00 pm.
Where: Party Room, 1177 Yonge Street, Toronto. Use entrance on 

Summerhill Avenue, on north side of building.  
Details: We will taste a variety of Scotch whiskies and enjoy cheeses to 

complement them.  
Cost: TBA – about $30 for EDUCT members; $35 for members’ guests 

and non-member alumni.  
Info: Paul Bradley,   pauljfrbradley@gmail.com  416-464-9771

The 2016 Burns Nightcap                             
When:  Thursday, 21 January 2016, 6:30 pm to 10:00 pm (4 days before 

Burns). 
Where: The Duke of Kent, on Yonge Street, east side, at Roehampton 

Avenue, just north of Eglinton Avenue East.  Parking underground 
across Yonge, or surface lot on Roehampton.

Details: All are part of the entertainment. 
Cost:  $45 for members and guests; $50 for non-member alumni.
Info:    Toni McGregor, tonimcg@bell.net   905-637-9015 or Victoria Crewe-

Nelson, vcn117@gmail.com  416-750-4424

University of Edinburgh Applicants Session   
When:  One weekday evening in March 2016. 
Where: Central Toronto 
Details: The University is the organizer of this information session for   
   would-be Edinburgh students.  As in past years, EDUCT will provide  
   some speakers to talk about their experiences at Edinburgh.  Recent  
   alumni are encouraged to step forward as speakers.
Info:   Alan Pearson, apearson@bell.net  416-237-9874
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Upcoming Club and Alumni Events (continued)
EDUCT Annual Dinner 
When:  Friday, 22 April 2016, 6:30 pm. 
Where: The Great Hall, The Arts & Letters Club, 14 Elm Street, Toronto. 
Details: The Honourable David Crombie, PC, OC, OOnt, a former Mayor of 

Toronto and former federal cabinet minister, will be our after-dinner 
speaker. In his talk, Toronto: Fit for the Twenty-first Century, 
he will address the issues he has been exposed to in his latest 
assignment as Chair of the Province’s Coordinated Plan Review - 
essentially a review of the future development of much of southern 
Ontario. In explaining the recommended policies that, by next April, 
will have emerged from his Panel’s work, he will draw upon his 
extensive experience in the governance, planning and development 
of the Toronto region.

Cost:  $80 for members and guests; $85 for non-member alumni and 
guests.

Info:  Simon Miles, simon-miles@sympatico.ca  416-466-8793 

Annual General Meeting 
When: TBA - A Sunday in late May or early June 2016.
Details: We are trying to arrange for the AGM to be held in association with 

a lawn bowling or similar event   Details to follow.  

EDUCT’s AGM: Editor’s Note.  
Pat and Jim Main had kindly offered to host our 2015 AGM at their home in 
Toronto.  This was no ordinary offer.  The house is built in the style of Frank 
Lloyd Wright.  To make the most of the visit, we asked Edwin Rowse, one of 
our architect members, if he would be able to talk to us about the work of 
the great master.  Edwin kindly agreed.  Furthermore, he offered to provide 
us with an article capturing the essence of his talk.  We are most indebted 
to him.  I offer the following by way of summary introduction to Edwin.

Edwin Rowse, B. Arch (Edin.) OAA, RAIC, CAHP, RIBA, is one of the 
founding principals of ERA Architects Inc.  Born in South Africa and with a 
childhood spent in Southern Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe), he made his way to 
Edinburgh in 1972.  He had already undertaken three years of architectural 
education at the University of Capetown and Edinburgh gave him full credit 
for these, thus allowing him to complete his B. Arch. in 1974.  His thesis 
at Edinburgh, on the integration of modern university facilities within 
the historic setting of the Grass Market area, was his introduction to the 
challenges of integrating modern design with heritage buildings. 

Edwin and his colleagues have built ERA Architects Inc. into what is 
arguably Canada’s leading architectural firm concerned with the restoration 
of heritage buildings.  It currently employs a staff of over 60 people in three 
offices.  A full profile of Edwin appeared in the January 2013 issue of EDUCT 
News.

Frank Lloyd Wright: Towards a Democratic Aesthetic
by Edwin Rowse, Principal, ERA Architects

My visit to Pat and Jim Main’s home at 2 St Leonard’s Avenue on June 7 
was my first.  I was to make a short presentation, at EDUCT’s AGM, entitled 
“Frank Lloyd Wright: Towards a Democratic Aesthetic”.  I could not have 
imagined that the house would prove to be such a wonderful illustration of 
so many of Wright’s developed ideas about residential architecture as they 
evolved from the rather elitist work of his early career.

mailto:simon-miles%40sympatico.ca?subject=
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his imagination for the rest of his life.  However, it was very difficult for 
contemporaries who highly admired his work to emulate it.  For it was 
characterized more by a sensibility than an identifiable kit of stylistic 
parts that others could apply, such as one found in the extraordinary style 
invented by Wright’s great predecessor, H. H. Richardson.  For example, 
Toronto’s Old City Hall, designed by E. J. Lennox, and completed in 
1899, the Ontario Legislative Building, designed by Richard A. Waite, and 
completed in 1893, and numerous houses in the Annex Style in Toronto, 
were all derived from Richardson’s Romanesque Revival style and illustrate 
how amenable Richardson’s ideas were to interpretation by other architects.

The plan layout of Wright’s houses reflected the relaxed grace of the 
exteriors, with free flowing interior spaces organized around clear axes 
and subtly articulated transitions.  His interior design work enhanced the 
sense of flow by reducing decoration to a minimum and using materials that 
until that time has not been used indoors - such a brick pavers and rough 
stonework.  He was also responding to the extraordinary change in the 
American house at the start of the 20th century when labour-saving devices 
such as electrical stoves, fridges and other appliances altered the way 
people ran their homes with far fewer domestic workers.

A combination of the Great Depression and changing fashion meant that 
the number of new commissions he received after World War I greatly 
dwindled.  Working from the ideas of his Prairie Houses, he turned his 
inventive genius to thinking about the needs of ordinary Americans for 
practical and affordable housing.  He described these houses as Usonian - to 
refer to his vision of the landscape and architecture of the United States.  
Wright’s term Usonian had it origins in a term from the 1860’s – Usona - 
as in United States of North America.  Wright settled on Usonian as a way 

Wright’s very long life - from 1867 
to 1959 - spanned huge changes in 
America and in his own evolution 
as an architect.  He was never an 
easy personality.  He was dogged 
by scandal and tragedy in his 
personal life and ever scornful of 
the architectural establishment, yet 
in 1991 he was declared “the most 
important architect in American 
history” by the American Institute of 
Architects.

He denied that he was influenced 
by anyone except Louis Sullivan, 
his early employer and the great 
inventor of a form of classical 
architecture that suited the 
skyscrapers rising in Chicago in the 
late-nineteenth century.   However, 
in fact Wright’s early work shows the 
influence of the refined academic 
architectural ideas of the East Coast, 
and he proved himself capable of 
great originality when working within 
the recognized styles such as the 
Queen Anne.

His approach to architecture 
was articulated early in his 
career in the concept he termed 
“Organic Architecture”, which was 
concerned with a harmony between 
architecture, humanity and nature.  
It was from this set of ideas that 
his Prairie Style of houses emerged 
in the first decade of the twentieth 
century.  Responding to the wide-
open space of the mid-west, in 
contrast to the crowded vertical 
cities of the East, he produced a 
genuinely unique synthesis in house 
design, with a relaxed horizontal 
feel, hovering protective roofs with 
huge overhangs, bold massing and 
continuous bands of windows, yet 
still conveying the timeless qualities 
of classical architecture in its 
qualities of dignity, repose, grace, 
strength, delicacy, severity and 
rhythmic order.  At the same time, 
his houses were startling different in 
their bold simplicity of form and use 
of materials from the fussy, overly-
detailed Queen Anne style buildings 
most common in residential work at 
that time.

The ideas that evolved as the 
Prairie Style continued to occupy 

The Robie Residence in Chicago, 1902, the archetypal Prairie Style house.
Photo courtesy  Frank Lloyd Wright Trust, Chicago, website

The Jacobs Residence, Madison, Wisconsin, 1936, the first-built Usonian house.
Photo courtesy Guggenheim Museum, 50th Anniversary, Frank Lloyd Wright Exhibition, website



EDUCT News September 2015

4

a 45˚ diagonal grid.  By this time, in the 1950s, Wright was in his eighties 
and still pushing architectural boundaries.  This period in his life was 
also marked by proposals for futuristic civic projects in the spirit of that 
optimistic post-war time, but most of them were not built.  

His final master work, completed in 1959 just months before he died, was 
the Guggenheim Museum of Art in New York City.  In its spiral form the 
structure brought together Wright’s fascination with the organic and a novel 
vision for the display of art and artifacts, while compositionally fitting its 
urban setting.  Curators have always found the building limiting in how it 
could be used, but New York would be so much the poorer if it had never 
existed.

Coming full circle to 2 St Leonard’s Avenue, the evident Usonian influence in 
the house is unusual, possibly because Wright’s vision was typically for an 
architecture suited to warm weather.  With a few extraordinary exceptions 
of notable organic form houses in Vancouver and Ontario, Wright’s influence 
in Canada has been more evident in institutional than in residential projects.  
The two great examples, both by Ron Thom, are the campus at Trent 
University in Peterborough and Massey College at the University of Toronto, 
where Wright’s characteristic bold massing was clearly influential.  

The only building of Wright’s still standing in Canada is a summer cottage 
near Sault Ste. Marie, designed for his Chicago neighbour in 1900.  It has 
many of the hallmarks of his later work, including a large overhanging roof, 
a strong horizontal emphasis and a curious second-storey triangular deck.  
What would have been a Wright classic if it had survived, the Banff National 
Park Pavilion was designed and built in 1906 but sadly demolished in 1939.

Scottish Country Dancing Anyone?
 
The board has been discussing the possibility of a Scottish Country Dancing 
event next year.  To get a better picture of its appeal, we would like to know 
if this interests you.  If so, please contact 
Chris Valley Ban: chrisban@bell.net or 416-
489-2011.

Note that it does not have to entail getting 
dressed to the nines as in the photograph.  
We are open to informal and formal events. 
The main object of the exercise is to have a 
good time!

of  recognizing that Canada and 
Mexico also occupied the continent.  
Although only 60 of these houses 
were ever built, this work was hugely 
influential.  Wright’s huge Usonian 
vision was to provide the typical 
American family with relatively 
low-cost housing “encouraging an 
expansive, high-spirited way of life”.

To maximize use of the limited 
space that was possible on a small 
budget, he created large living 
spaces with big doors connecting 
easily to outdoor patios and gardens 
and kept other rooms - such as the 
kitchen (which he called the work 
space), dining nook and bedrooms - 
small and ergonomically economical 
manner, they were not ultimately as 
influential as the aesthetic qualities 
he achieved in his architecture.  
Those aesthetic qualities - of open, 
simple, relaxed spaces built with 
natural materials and with an easy, 
organic relationship to nature (the 
exterior) - that encapsulated the 
expansive, high-spirited way of 
life he envisioned, had later found 
expression in multiple small ways in 
the designs of the suburban houses 
that became the essence of the 
American Dream after World War II.

The one great house in Wright’s 
Usonian period, which also embraced 
urban planning, was Falling Water, 
in Pennsylvania - a recreational 
mountain retreat constructed 
between 1936 and 1938 for the 
Edgar J. Kaufmann family of 
Pittsburgh, owners of the Kaufmann 
department store.  Built over a river 
on a site that gave full rein to his 
concept of organic architecture, the 
planning and massing of the house 
shows extraordinary compositional 
invention, while also achieving 
the formal objective of appearing 
as a habitable extension of the 
rocky layers of the river bed below.  
Falling Water has been named as 
the “best all-time work of American 
architecture”.

His post-war residential output was 
of small, expensive, custom-built 
houses in the Usonian mode, but 
ever more adventurous in their 
plans, and most often designed on 

Falling Water, Mill Run, Pennsylvania, 1936-1939. 
Photo courtesy Western Pennsylvania Conservancy, website
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top crime fiction writers and a former Vice-President of the International 
Association of Crime Writers, will give us his opinion on whether Cuba is in 
transition or not.  

Latour was born in Havana in 1940, and nineteen at the time of the 
Cuban Revolution, which he ardently supported.  Beginning his career as a 
bureaucrat by joining the Ministry of Treasury as a junior financial analyst 
and translator, he was transferred to the Cuban Central Bank in 1965, when 
Treasury was considered redundant and closed.  From there he transferred 
to the Ministry of Sugar and in 1977, after the government reconstructed 
Treasury under the name State Committee for Finance, he went back to 
where he started working.  In 1990 he resigned his position as global 
financial analyst to devote himself to writing full-time.  He left Cuba in 2002, 
immigrated to Canada in 2004 and currently resides in Toronto. 

His jobs gave him an up close and personal view on how his country 
was run, and also provided much insight for his most recent non-fiction 
book, Cuba: Revolution, Involution, Evolution, which is a good primer and 
background guide for our talk.  (The e-Book can be purchased online.)
This book title is a good alliteration and summary of its contents. Involution?  
That may leave you puzzled.  As Latour explained to me “I used the 
fourth meaning of involution, as given in Webster’s Encarta dictionary, 
which is physiological: ‘decline in function – a decline or degeneration in 
the physiological function of an organ’ to thus define when the victorious, 
healthy and vigorous revolution started decaying economically and 
politically as the new regime wasted the national wealth, confiscated private 
properties, ended freedom of the press, and so on and so forth.”

Our speaker is fully bilingual in Spanish and English.  His Spanish novel 
The Fool was delivered to his publisher in 1994; it was a fictional telling 
of a then recently exposed true corruption case in the ministries of the 
Interior and Armed Forces.  Branded a counter-revolutionary and “enemy 
of the people” as a result, he realized that he could no longer write freely 
and publish in Cuba.  Without letting this bump in the road block his path 
forward he decided to write in English.  His first English novel Outcast 
(1999) was published in the U.S., Canada, six western European countries, 
Brazil and Japan.  The Winnipeg Free Press called it “a stylish, sexy 
thriller.”  Well received and reviewed across the board, it was shortlisted 
for the prestigious Edgar Award, which honours the best in mystery fiction.  
Subsequently, he wrote Havana Best Friends (2002), Havana World Series 
(2003), Comrades in Miami (2005), The Faraway War (2009, this one being 
under the pseudonym Enrique Clio), and Crime of Fashion (2009).  

Latour is a natural storyteller in the vein of the late crime fiction writer 
Elmore Leonard.  He admired Leonard.  His style adheres to the Leonard 
rule:  “I try to leave out the parts that readers tend to skip.”  At the same 
time, Cuba is at the heart of all his writing, and its inspiration.  Consciously 
or not, the questions and concerns of his fellow countrymen live in, and 
found an outlet in, his imagination.  This is probably what led him to take 
a stab at writing a work of non-fiction since, in the case of Cuba, the cliché 
that reality is often stranger than fiction appears to be true. 
 
His talk to EDUCT will address the past, present and future of his native 
archipelago.  It follows the rough outline of his new non-fiction book by 
tracing the antecedents leading to the 1959 Revolution and its aftermath; 
covering the good and bad that came out of  its major political, economic 
and social changes; and, finally, the hopes and ideas for building a better 
nation.  

Aside from the much-touted benefits of universal health care and education, 

EDUCT Geography Centenary 
Fund: A Hiccup
by Simon Miles

Well, it had to happen sometime.  The 
volatile markets have led to a slight 
decrease in the value of the total 
investment in the EDUCT Geography 
Centenary Fund as of 31 July 2015 
- the University’s year end for 2014 – 
2015.  The total investment now sits at 
£56,751.

EDUCT Decennial Endowment 
Fund: Update
by Simon Miles

As is the case with the EDUCT 
Geography Centenary Fund, the 
value of the total investment in the 
EDUCT Decennial Endowment Fund 
has suffered slightly from the recent 
volatility of the markets.  As of 31 
July 2015, the end of the University’s 
financial year for 2014-2015, the total 
investment stood at £118,544.

Author José Latour to Speak to 
EDUCT in October on Cuba 
by Chris Valley Ban

From the rapprochement and opening 
of the American and Cuban embassies 
in Havana and Washington after more 
than fifty years, to the defection of 
some Cuban athletes at the recent Pan 
American Games, Cuba is in the news 
daily.  These mixed signals of what 
is really going on behind the scenes 
makes one wonder if Cuba is really 
changing.

On Sunday 18 October, José Latour, 
one of the Spanish-speaking world’s 

José Latour



EDUCT News September 2015

6

Latour provides many interesting 
facts and anecdotes to illustrate his 
points.  From my understanding 
of his analysis, the current regime 
does not take criticism or adapt 
to changing realities.  His inside 
knowledge of Cuba’s recent past 
adds authenticity to his telling.  For 
me, it was a shocking revelation 
to learn that the Soviets destroyed 
their economy – the “dismal science” 
at work in this instance - by offering 
to buy all the sugar that Cuba 
could produce.  This incentivized 
the government to produce and 
expand its output at the expense of 
developing any other industry.  Even 
more troubling, 80% of its foodstuffs 
were imported even though this 
country had a healthy agricultural 
sector in its past.  On the other 
hand, to end on a high note, the 
mortality rate has been significantly 
reduced due to the successful 
intervention of civil defence in 
evacuating areas threatened by 
major storms.  

At the end of José Latour’s 
reflections we should have a lively 
Q&A and discussion on whether we 
have arrived at the next chapter in 
Cuban history.

Mark your calendars, and even 
book your $15 seats in advance for 
members and their guests ($20 for 
non-members) for this informative 
and timely talk on Cuba in flux - at 
the Arts and Letters Club (14 Elm 
St.) on Sunday 18 October at 1:30 
p.m. 

The Story Behind Dolly the 
Sheep 
by Simon Miles

The University of Edinburgh 
currently delivers a rolling 
programme of temporary 
exhibitions, designed to delight, 
inspire and educate audiences.  The 
common strand is their focus on the 
University’s rich heritage collections 
and the results of academic 
endeavour.  The University is 
planning to expand this way of 
reaching out to the public as one 
of the many ways it conveys the 
importance of the University and its 

work to society as a whole.

One of the current exhibitions that is attracting much attention features 
Dolly the sheep.  Dolly is that icon of progress in the science of genetics, 
the science that tells us who we are.  What was remarkable about Dolly 
was that she was the first mammal to be cloned from the DNA from an 
adult cell.  Her creation, in 1996, demonstrated that the DNA from adult 
cells, which have specialized as one particular type of cell, can be used 
to create an entire organism.  However, while the making of Dolly was a 
truly extraordinary landmark, she is but part of a much longer story of 
the collaborative work at various institutions in Edinburgh in the field of 
genetics.  

The exhibition, Towards Dolly: a Century of Animal Genetics in Edinburgh, 
is on display at the Exhibition Gallery of the Main Library, in George Square, 
from 31 July to 31 October.   Dolly the sheep is on loan from National 
Museums Scotland.  The exhibition is reportedly breaking all attendance 
records for the University!

The exhibition celebrates the contributions of the individuals and their 
institutions working in the field of genetics.  That history goes back to the 
animal breeding experiments, in Penicuik, of James Cossor Ewart from 
the 1880s on.  It picks up the work that started in the Institute of Animal 
Genetics in 1919 at King’s Buildings and takes us through the emergence 
of other institutions that, in 1990, came together to become the University 
of Edinburgh’s Division, and then School, of Biological Sciences.  The work 
at Roslin, where Dolly was produced, obviously features strongly.  And 
finally it takes us to the Medical Research Council’s Centre for Regenerative 
Medicine that has been in operation since 2010. 

The exhibition leaves one with a clear message: pioneers at Edinburgh 
and Roslin have embedded concepts like genetic engineering and stem 
cell research in the public consciousness.  This has stimulated debate 
and advanced support for what has become a revolution in science and 
medicine.   Clearly, that work needs continuing support.   

Equally clearly, the University needs support for its efforts to take such 
stories to the public.  And there are many such stories to be told, in many 
fields of endeavour. 

If you would like to make a donation to help the University curate, display 
and conserve its internationally significant collections, and add to its ability 
to acquire objects of interest, then do contact Leisa Thomas at ++44-
(0)131-650-2789 or  leisa.thomas@ed.ac.uk

mailto:leisa.thomas@ed.ac.uk 
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Julia represented Canada at the Venice Biennale of Architecture.  As Julia 
observes, the Venice Biennale is the Olympics of Architecture.  One has to 
compete to represent one’s country and then one gets to compete again 
for the grand prizes.  Her office organized “Arctic Adaptations: Nunavut 
at 15”, a very elaborate project, put together in collaboration with teams 
of architecture students at each of five Canadian universities, to come up 
with more appropriate design proposals in Canada’s North at the territorial, 
community and local scale.  See more at: http://www.arcticadaptations.ca/

What will she be focusing on at Harvard?  Her doctoral thesis will look 
at how cities and towns are tied to and shaped by their surrounding 
resources.  She is particularly interested in the cultural values underpinning 
the shaping of the settlements at their edges and the degree to which the 
interplay of social, economic, ecological and physical factors influences the 
potential of a city to be open to transformative developments.

After completing her doctorate, Julia hopes to return to Toronto and teach 
in either an architecture or urban planning department. EDUCT wishes Julia 
every success with her latest move.  We will do our best to stay in touch.

Kevin MacLeod is assuming the mantle of formatter.  He has a perfect 
background for helping EDUCT produce our newsletter.  He is the first of 
EDUCT’s members to have taken his Edinburgh degree online.  He even 
graduated online, with the ceremony being projected into McEwan Hall.  
Yes, he has been to Edinburgh: he decided to visit last October, just before 
his graduation, maybe to assure himself it was a real University.  And, if 
that isn’t enough to convey that he lives on the Internet, his M.Sc. was in 
Digital Education and his dissertation was titled “Learning communities in 
YouTube: evaluating discourses of learning and critical thinking in PBS Idea 
Channel”.  

This autumn Kevin joined Canada’s National Ballet School full-time as 
Manager of Digital Media and Educational 
Technology.  His portfolio at NBS will include 
Sharing Dance, an online learning offering 
aimed at getting people, young and old, 
dancing across Canada.  One of Sharing 
Dance’s initial programmes will offer classroom 
teachers useful tools and techniques to 
incorporate creative movement and dance into 
their classrooms in order to foster a love of 
activity and movement.  Another programme 
focuses on delivering front line support for 
people living with Parkinson’s Disease, and 
is integrated with several research initiatives 
from York and Ryerson Universities.  Kevin 
will continue to work part-time with his father 
in the family business, MacLeod and Company Digital Learning Strategies.  
The company is at the forefront in providing services to companies and 
organizations seeking the most effective ways of providing instruction or 
learning opportunities to targeted groups of individuals.  Those groups may 
range from sales staff to professional planners.  The focus is on providing 
high-quality, on-demand education and training. 

Prior to joining his father, Kevin spent many years in theatrical production 
with companies such as The Second City and The Red Barn Theatre.  It 
was through these artistic companies that Kevin first started working in 
education.  For example, Second City Education Company gave him the 
opportunity to be involved in mounting shows with customized learning 
content for targeted young audiences. Over the years he became 

Formatting the EDUCT News: 
Julia Smachylo Departs and 
Kevin MacLeod Takes Over
by Simon Miles

Julia Smachylo has been a joy 
to work with.  As Editor of our 
newsletter I need to know that, 
after all the effort that our authors 
have put into writing the many 
contributions that make up any 
one issue, the final product will 
be something that both satisfies 
the readers and gives the authors 
pleasure.  We have been extremely 
fortunate with our formatters.  Julia 
is no exception.  She brought her 
own subtle improvements to the final 
product and it is much appreciated.  
I am extremely sorry to see her go.

But go she must.  This autumn, 
Julia is starting her doctorate at 
Harvard in urban design.  It is a 
wonderful school for this field and 
she was fortunate to be offered this 
opportunity.  

However, it is hardly surprising that 
Harvard accepted Julia.  Her year at 
the University of Edinburgh was part 
of her B.A. (Hons.) in Geography 
from Queen’s University.  She 
also has an M.Sc. in International 
Planning from the Bartlett School, 
University College London, and a 
Master’s of Urban Design from the 
University of Toronto.  Recently, 
wearing the two hats of urban 
designer and art entrepreneur, she 
has been working as an architectural 
researcher and designer for a firm 
called Lateral Office and teaching at 
Ryerson University.  In 2014, with 
her colleagues at Lateral Office, 

Julia Smachylo

Kevin MacLeod

http://www.arcticadaptations.ca/
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increasingly adept at utilizing 
multimedia techniques for learning.

Along the way, in addition to his 
Edinburgh degree, he also acquired 
a Diploma in Audio Production/
Engineering from the Harris Institute 
of the Arts in 2003, and a B.F.A. 
in Performance Production from 
Ryerson in 2010.  

Given that Kevin’s strength is his 
experience in the use of digital 
media for education and instruction, 
we can look forward to more ways of 
using the EDUCT News.

Welcome aboard Kevin, and thank 
you for volunteering your skills.

Some Tangible Benefits for 
Edinburgh Alumni
by Victoria Crewe-Nelson
 
Having attended the University of 
Edinburgh, you join the ranks of 
Charles Darwin, Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle, Eric Liddell, J.M. Barrie and, of 
course, Pippa Middleton.  

As well as demonstrating remarkably 
good taste and keen intelligence, 
your alumnus status also carries with 
it certain benefits.   These include: 

The Edinburgh Alumni Card
If you’re going to be in Edinburgh 
any time soon, this is a useful card 
to have in your wallet.  With it, you 
can enjoy free services and exclusive 
discounts in Edinburgh.  All alumni, 
including graduates, international 
exchange students and honorary 
degree recipients, are entitled to the 
card.  How do you get your card?  
Click here 

Exclusive Discounts
The university website (www.
ed.ac.uk/alumni) has a full list of 
offers that alumni are able to take 
advantage of, including discounts 
for:

• University accommodation and 
venue rentals

• Alumni merchandise
• Hotel and cottage discounts 
• Bookstores
• And more

Access and Venues
As an alumnus you can also enjoy:

• The alumni email service allows you to use a university email address, 
for no charge, that shows your connection to the University.  Your 
email address would be matriculation number@ed-alumni.net.  Of 
course, this may appeal more to the spies among us.   if you want 
to let your correspondents to know who is e-mailing them, you may 
prefer to stick with an address that bears your name.

• If you want to access the University archives, maybe for a research 
project or to do a bit of family history, you can get 20% off the cost of 
all digital imaging and copying services.

• Alumni, their spouses and dependent children are entitled to 
substantial discounts on the annual membership fee for the Centre 
for Sport and Exercise (this might be a time-limited offer, so if you’re 
sporty and going to be in Edinburgh for an extended period, you may 
want to jump on this).

• Alumni also have access to, or can sign up for, online journals, library 
services and WiFi access, while at the University. 

Other Benefits
Not all benefits are advertised through the Alumni Services website or 
even through the University itself.  An interesting one for those who may 
have travel plans is a discounted membership in the Royal Over-Seas 
League (www.rosl.org.uk).  The ROSL is a non-profit, Commonwealth, 
private members organization with clubhouses in London and Edinburgh 
and reciprocal arrangements with 80 clubs worldwide.  Normally, to qualify 
for membership, an applicant must be proposed and seconded by existing 
members of the club (it must be quite a fancy club).  However, Edinburgh 
alumni may qualify as “Organisational members”.  Organisational members 
do not require a proposer/seconder and receive 25% off the joining fee.  
Benefits of membership include member accommodation at the clubhouses 
(and, yes, the Edinburgh clubhouse is on Princes St.), conference and 
banquet facilities, access to exclusive restaurants and bars, and a robust 
events calendar. 

If you know of other alumni benefits (besides the advantage of getting to 
receive this newsletter and participate in EDUCT events) or if you’ve had 
any experience (good or bad) accessing Alumni programmes, please let us 
know and we’ll try to do a follow-up article in a future edition.

Strengthening the Ontario Fruit Industry 
by Claire Buré

MaRS Solutions Lab, where I work, recently released our final report for the 
Ontario Tender Fruit Lab. 

The report describes the process that we facilitated to boost the Ontario 
tender fruit industry. By ‘tender fruit’, or ‘soft fruit’, we mean peaches, 
pears, apricots, cherries and plums.  You can read more about the 
challenge on the download page.

The Ontario Tender Fruit Lab, which is one of several labs that we run 
at the MaRS Solutions Lab, brought together key stakeholders from 
across the tender fruit industry with the objective of improving economic, 
environmental and social benefits. They identified five areas of action:

1. Improving the consistency of the quality of Ontario tender fruit, with a 
view to reducing poor eating experiences for consumers.

2. Increasing the efficiency of tender fruit production on farms with a view 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/alumni/services/benefits/alumni-card
http://www.ed.ac.uk/alumni
http://www.ed.ac.uk/alumni
http://www.rosl.org.uk
http://www.marsdd.com/systems-change/mars-solutions-lab/
http://www.marsdd.com/systems-change/mars-solutions-lab/future-food/
http://www.marsdd.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Ontario_Tender_Fruit_Lab_Final_Report.pdf
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Famous Alumni:
Charlotte Auerbach, Geneticist 
by Simon Miles

In recognition of the University of Edinburgh having mounted a 
blockbusting exhibition on the story behind Dolly the sheep and the interest 
this is promoting in the work of Edinburgh’s geneticists, we have selected 
Charlotte Auerbach to be the famous alumna profiled in this issue of EDUCT 
News.  For more information on the exhibition, and the ongoing need for 
financial support to mount such exhibitions, see the article on page 6.

Charlotte Auerbach, known to her 
colleagues and friends a Lotte, 
was a remarkable figure.  Born 
in 1899, she had grown up in a 
Jewish household in Germany.  
Several of her relatives were 
well-known scientists.  Her 
grandfather, Leopold, had been 
an anatomist and her father, 
Friedrich, was a chemist.   An 
uncle was a physicist.  This 
family setting led to her studying 
biology and chemistry at the 
universities of Würzburg, Freiburg 
and Berlin.  She did very well and 
initially decided to acquire the 
qualifications to teach secondary 
school children.  She qualified 
with a distinction in 1924.

However, she immediately 
started teaching at the University of Heidelberg, before moving to the 
University of Frankfurt.  As the Nazis began their oppression of the Jews in 
Germany, Lotte became a victim.  She was dismissed from the University 
of Frankfurt.  In 1928 she started pursuing post-graduate research in 
Berlin but that came to naught due to her inability to tolerate the dictatorial 
manner of her supervisor.  She took up the teaching of high school biology 
in Berlin until life became so risky that she decided, in 1933, upon her 
mother’s urging, to leave Germany.  

She arrived in Edinburgh where she enrolled for a Ph.D. in animal genetics, 
at the University’s Institute of Animal Genetics.  She graduated in 1935.  
Her thesis was on the development of legs of fruit flies.  It was obviously 
well received because she was invited to stay on at the Institute.  With 
World War II looming, she became a naturalized British citizen in 1939.  
A major landmark in her life was the arrival in Edinburgh of the famous 
geneticist, Hermann Muller.  He stayed in Edinburgh from 1938 to 1940.  
Early on in his visit, he introduced Lotte to mutation research.  She never 
looked back.  

However, as Britain headed into World War II, much scientific effort was 
oriented to the war effort.  Lotte became well known among her colleagues 
in 1942 for having discovered, with A. J. Clark ad J. M. Robson, that 
mustard gas could cause mutations in fruit flies.  However, since this work 
was classified by the Government, she was unable to publish until 1947. 

By 1947, Lotte had been promoted from an assistant instructor in anlmal 
genetics to a lecturer.  She remained with the Institute and its successor 
institutes for the rest of her career, becoming a full Professor of Genetics 

to increasing the net profitability 
at the farm gate while also 
minimizing negative effects on 
the environment.

3. Creating a supportive business 
setting to enable entrepreneurs 
to develop new products and to 
engage with growers to create 
fruit processing businesses.

4. Adopting standardized packaging 
to increase efficiency in what is a 
very labour-intensive industry.

5. Establishing cross-sectoral 
collaboration on an updated virus 
testing procedure with a view to 
speeding up the availability of 
new varieties. 

Each of these five areas of action 
focuses on an important strategic 
intervention, such as creating 
better cold storage or supporting 
entrepreneurs in food processing.  
The final report outlines the steps 
participants are taking related to 
each of the areas of action identified 
above.  

At MaRS Solutions Lab, we are 
energized by the impact these 
interventions are already having in 
Ontario, and the potential this holds 
for moving all concerned towards 
a more sustainable, economically 
viable, and resilient tender fruit 
industry in Ontario.

You can download the Ontario 
Tender Fruit Lab report here.  If you 
would like to know more, or would 
like to get involved, feel free to get 
in touch with me at: cbure@marsdd.
com.

Stakeholders shaping the future of the 
Ontario tender fruit industry.

Charlotte Auerbach

http://www.marsdd.com/systems-change/mars-solutions-lab/future-food/
mailto:cbure%40marsdd.com?subject=
mailto:cbure%40marsdd.com?subject=
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in 1967 and retiring as a Professor 
Emerita in 1969.  Her lectures were 
impressive in that they were often 
delivered without notes.  She wrote 
several books on genetics, some 
being on the teaching of genetics, 
and over ninety scientific papers.  
She was elected a Fellow of the 
Royal Society of Edinburgh in 1949 
and of the Royal Society of London 
in 1957.  In 1977, she was awarded 
the Royal Society’s distinguished 
Darwin Medal for her work on 
mutagenesis, the science with which 
Lotte will be forever identified.  
Mutagenesis is a process by which 
genetic information of an organism 
is changed in a stable manner, thus 
resulting in a mutation.  Such a 
change may occur spontaneously 
in nature, but it can also be the 
result of exposure to mutagens.  
And it can be brought about in the 
laboratory.  In nature, it can lead to 
heritable diseases, but it is also a 
driving force of evolution. 

Although she never married, she 
unofficially ‘adopted’ two boys. 

She died in Edinburgh in 1994 at the 
age of 94.

Today, there is a street at King’s 
Buildings named in her honour.  

EDUCT thanks Professor Mary 
Bownes for having suggested our 
famous alumna for this profile.  And 
we acknowledge the value of the 
articles on Charlotte Auerbach and 
mutagenesis in Wikipedia.

Welcome to our new 
members
by Simon Miles

Elisa Tersigni 
Elisa Tersigni is passionate about 
rare and historic books.  She is 
currently pursuing her doctorate, 
at the University of Toronto, in 
English literature and the history of 
the book.  She plans to graduate in 
2016.  Her dream job would see her 
employed as a professor of English 
or Cultural History, or a curator of 
rare books in a library or museum. 

Born in Toronto, Elisa earned her 

first degree – a B.Sc. (Hons.) in Geography – from York University in 2008.  
York’s strength at the time was in Arctic ecosystems and many students 
spent time in the Arctic.  Elisa had one spell on Bathurst Island of four 
months.  It afforded her the opportunity to study the hydrology of a vast 
wetland.  It was a test of commitment to one’s studies - most of that time 
it was near freezing, but then there would be the occasional surprise day 
of up to 19C.  She made up for this by becoming part of York’s Emerging 
Global Leaders programme.  Yes, it drew the best out of its students, but in 
Elisa’s case she was sent to Barbados and St Kitt’s and Nevis for two weeks 
where she participated in conferences with outstanding local high school 

students on the future 
of the Caribbean 
region.  The objective 
was to foster the 
leadership potential of 
these young adults.

Following York, 
Elisa moved to the 
University of Toronto 
and read English for 
an M.A.  One of her 
professors there, 
Prof. Randall McLeod, 
studies books as 
physical objects and 
cultural artifacts.  
His work fascinated 
Elisa.  McLeod 

recommended that she should spend some time at the University of 
Edinburgh’s internationally recognized Centre for the History of the Book.  
So, in 2009 she enrolled for an M.Sc. in Material Cultures and History of the 
Book.

Elisa’s time in Edinburgh was memorable in many respects.  She loved 
the ability to handle rare books in the Special Collections section of the 
Centre for Research Collections.  She recalls, for example, the pleasure 
of being able to work her way through John James Audubon’s Birds of 
America, which has special connections with Edinburgh.  Every so often a 
copy of this very limited edition comes up for auction.  One recently sold 
for over $10M.  Then there was the experience of visiting Robert Smail’s 
Printing Works - the still functioning Victorian press run by the National 
Trust.  Everything in the building and in the press’s operations is exactly as 
it was in the nineteenth century.  Her residence – Richmond Place – also 
worked out well.  And there she met Danielle Sottosanti who has become 
a dear friend.  Danielle, now living in New York, came up to Toronto for the 
General Council weekend in 2014. 

Edinburgh inspired her to pursue her doctorate at U of T.  She is focusing 
on books written by women in the period 1520 to 1560, and how their 
editors, who were males, handled their writings.  This was at the start of 
the Protestant Reformation following Martin Luther’s publication of The 
Ninety Five Theses, in 1517.  Not surprisingly, the women in question, such 
as Katherine Parr, were prominent figures.  They did not have to seek 
publishers, they were sought out.  Elisa is now sufficiently well versed in 
her subject that she can distinguish between the styles of men and women 
and those of Catholics and Protestants.

While one has to focus on one’s thesis as a doctoral student, Elisa does 
have a chapter in a forthcoming book, Shakespeare’s Language in Digital 

Elisa with a seventeenth-century book of plays in the Thomas 
Fisher Rare Book Library, University of Toronto
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Media: Old Words, New Tools. It is 
expected out in the spring of 2016 .

She also has a part-time job as 
Senior Printer at the nineteenth 
century Victorian printing press in 
Massey College.  It produces small 
works.

For relaxation, the story goes that 
Elisa is a great cook!  This could be 
explained, in  part, by her family’s 
Italian heritage; but then there is 
the Scottish side too….and yes, her 
shortbread is reputedly to die for.  
The recipe has been passed down 
for six generations.  That is how 
they did it before they had books.  
Nothing like cooking to take your 
mind off your work! 

EDUCT welcomes Elisa …… and 
looks forward to sampling that 
shortbread!

Michael Weinberger 
Michael Weinberger is a lawyer in 
the making.  He graduated with 
an LL.B., Hons Law and French, 
with distinction in spoken French, 
from Edinburgh, in June 2015.  On 
his return to his home town of 
London, Ontario, he was fortunate 
to be offered a paid summer post 
working on personal injury law.  He 
plans further studies in law before 
articling. 

Michael is really much more than 
a lawyer though.  He is truly one 
of those well-rounded individuals 
whom we all think we ought to be.  
At school, in London, Ontario, he 
excelled in chess (coming fourth 
in the City in Grade 8), he was 
number one in Canada in Brazilian 
Jui-Jitsu for sixteen-year olds, 
he was a certified life guard and 
swim instructor and, thanks to 
his persuasive mother, somewhat 
reluctantly, on the piano he reached 
the Grade 8 level set by the Royal 
Conservatory (which is pretty 
impressive for those in the know). 

Michael is also a linguist.  Thanks 
in part to a year at a high school in 
Neuchâtel Switzerland, he is fluent 
in French.  His Spanish-speaking 
father ensured he could speak 

Spanish.  And a German girlfriend ensured he can struggle his way slowly 
through German.  But he doesn’t just speak these languages, he studies 
and works in them too!

Michael ended up at Edinburgh because, after one year at Western 
University, in London, he realized he wanted somewhere with smaller 
classes and more excitement.  Edinburgh struck him as a cosmopolitan 
city with character.  He was accepted and began his law degree in 2011.  
He was again very active on a number of fronts.  He switched to Judo 
(which has its origins with Jiu-Jitsu) and was on the University team which 
placed second in Europe.  He also served as the Judo Club’s Treasurer.  
He was an active member of both the Law School’s Mooting Society and 
the University’s Debates Union and, with his debating partner, won the 
prestigious Leeds Open.  He wrote articles for both The Student and The 
Leviathan, a magazine established in 2010 by the Politics and international 
Relations Society. He volunteered in the International Student Centre, 
where they would organize events, such as day or weekend trips out of 
town, for international students.  He was extremely keen on the ceilidhs put 
on by the University’s New Scotland Country Dance Society.  And he loved 
it when he could find time for concerts held at Usher Hall.

Michael thoroughly enjoyed the first two years at Edinburgh but, not 
content with his heavy schedule of activity, he opted to spend his third 
year studying law, in French, at the University of Paris XI.  Memorably, 
he had a dreadful start in Paris, having to deal with bed bugs in his first 
flat.  He then moved to a flat which, being typical of student quarters, 
was all of nine square metres.  But there were no bed bugs!  He found 
the coursework easy to handle and had plenty of time to get to every 
conceivable museum and art gallery.  He claims to have visited every 
possible room in the Louvre!  It took him some 13 visits.  To earn some 
money, he also taught English to young school girls, and wrote an award-
winning piece for the Fraser Institute about the nefarious nature of crony 
capitalism. 

Much more memorably, he enjoyed spending time with his continental 
friends in the Latin Quarter.  This autumn, Michael plans to join some of 
them by pursuing a master’s in Financial Law at the Institute for Law and 
Finance at the Goethe University Frankfurt.  Though his classes will be in 
English, he is eager to practise his German.

Michael has every intention of 
returning home after Frankfurt 
to do his articling.  He is very 
much enjoying his time with his 
current employer and sees a 
career in personal injury law as 
one very likely scenario.  But, 
of course, these are early days 
and other interests may open up 
other options.  One thing he is 
sure of, despite that command 
of French, and in law, no less, he 
does not currently see a career 
in politics as being for him.

EDUCT welcomes Michael and 
sincerely hopes he will return 
here after Frankfurt.

Michael Weinberger
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Con Healy 
Con Healy is a software developer 
with Global Matrix.  With a Ph.D. in 
Physics, this was a career that was 
open to him, albeit that software 
graduates tend to dominate the 
profession.  However, while software 
development currently holds his 
interest, he sees other fascinating 
opportunities opening up.  While 
pursuing his Ph.D. Con learned to 
cast a sceptical eye on simulation 
data.  He aspires to utilize this skill 
by one day getting a job in the 
exciting new field of data science.
   
Con grew up in Ireland.  Born in 
Limerick, he moved back and forth 
between Limerick and Cork in his 
youth.  He attended high school 
in Limerick and went to University 
College Cork for his B.Sc. in Physics.  
He had toyed with the idea of being 
a physicist from an early age.  His 
father was a chemist and he had 
a wonderful chemistry teacher at 
school, but physics did more to 
satisfy his insatiable curiosity.

Graduating from UCC in 2009, Con 
went directly to Edinburgh to pursue 
his Ph.D.  Why Edinburgh?  It had an 
excellent reputation internationally, 
but what clinched it was that 
Edinburgh was the university 
that got back to him first with an 
invitation to attend an interview.  
He was aware that there was 
competition for the spot, but he was 
somewhat surprised by the relaxed 
nature of the interview.  There 
was far less attention given to his 
academic achievements and abilities 
than he expected, and far more 
attention given to establishing a 
rapport.  In hindsight, since he was 
to be working as part of a team, he 
appreciated the significance of this. 

Con was very fortunate to become 
part of an international network 
of doctoral students who were 
being funded by the European 
Community to work on the use of 
metals in industry.  His own thesis 
enabled him to explore how metals 
deform in industrial conditions.  The 
presence of the network meant that 
he enjoyed an unusual amount of 
international travel for a student.  

He was often in Europe collaborating 
with colleagues and he also attended 
conferences in China and the USA.  
In addition to producing his thesis, 
he also had two papers accepted 
for publication, one being in the 
prestigious journal Physical Review 
Letters.  

His dedication to his work meant 
that he had little time for social 
clubs.  However, there was one major 
distraction.  Her name is Rachel.  
Rachel Sachs, EDUCT member, to 
be precise.  They met in 2009 when 
they were both in the same house.  
By the time they left Edinburgh they 
had already been to the Philippines 
together and Rachel, a Canadian, had 
introduced Con to Canada.  Con finds 

Toronto a completely different world from the one he grew up in…and he 
loves it for its diversity of people, and its very distinct seasons.

EDUCT welcomes Con.

BOOK REVIEW
The Highland Clearances: A Masterful Reassessment
by Donald J. Gillies

Eric Richards, The Highland Clearances: People, Landlords, and Rural 
Turmoil, Edinburgh: Berlinn, 2013, xxxii + 480 pp.

If you know anything about Scotland, you know about the Highland 
Clearances, just as you know about Flodden, Bannockburn, William Wallace, 
Mary Queen of Scots, Glencoe, Prince Charles Edward Stuart - Bonnie 
Prince Charlie - and the ’45.  All Scots and friends of Scot-land have these 
historical data as part and parcel of their Scottish lore.  (Almost no one has 
heard of the Lowland Clearances, but that is another story.)

Much has already been written on this topic.  Before dealing with Eric 
Richards’s book, some earlier sources are worth recalling.  The first book 
I came across, over 50 years ago, was by journalist and popular historian 
John Prebble: The Highland Clearances (1963).  Prebble never claimed to 
be a scholar, but his many books brought important aspects of the history 
of Scotland to huge audiences, despite the criticism of such academic 
historians as Gordon Donaldson of our university.  His powerfully moving 
Culloden (1962) concluded 
that in the murderous 
aftermath of the 1746 battle, 
the Highland way of life was 
lost:

“Once the chiefs [of 
clans, from the Gaelic 
clann: family] lost 
their powers many 
of them lost also any 
parental interest in 
their clansmen.  During 
the next hundred years 

Con Healy

The iron fist of landlord power employed with little 
restraint. Photo courtesy of Education Scotland
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they continued the work of 
Cumberland’s battalions.  So 
that they might lease their 
glens and braes to sheep-
farmers from the Lowlands 
and England, they cleared 
the crofts of men, women 
and children, using police and 
soldiers where necessary.”

In their stead the chiefs would 
soon welcome their “four-footed 
clansmen” the sheep. 

The clearances led Karl Marx, 
living in London, to write in Capital, 
volume 1 (1867):  

“Sheep were introduced into 
glens which had been the 
seats of communities of small 
farmers; and the latter were 
driven to seek subsistence 
on coarser and more sterile 
tracks of soil.  Now deer are 
supplanting sheep; and these 
are once more dispossessing 
the small tenants, who will 
necessarily be driven down 
upon still coarser land and to 
more grinding penury.  Deer-
forests and the people cannot 
co-exist. One or other of the 
two must yield.”

In reflecting on the history of 
Scotland one always has recourse 
to T.C. Smout’s magisterial work, 
A History of the Scottish People, 
1560-1830 (1969).  Although he 
does not deal with the clearances 
in significant depth, he writes about 
the time between the middle of the 
eighteenth century to the middle of 
the nineteenth on the poverty of the 
inhabitants of the Highlands “who 
pressed continually against the edge 
of subsistence.”  Problems of this 
period, he believes, “would appear to 
be created entirely by the pressure 
of population on re-sources, and 
one to which clearances and sheep 
farming were largely irrelevant.”   
This is not the conventional view of 
the clearances.  Bearing in mind the 
organized emigration that began as 
early as 1740 and continued well 
into the nineteenth century, Smout 
concludes that “[t]here is little hint … 
of men at this date being turned out 
to make room for sheep.  The misery 
of the Hebrides is primarily the 

misery of the congested, 
not of the dispossessed.”  
As one critic wrote, 
quoting Smout, “it 
became evident that 
‘nothing could have been 
done that would have 
provided the Highlands 
with an alternative’ 
to what took place 
there in the nineteenth 
century.  The Highland 
Clearances, in other 
words, were nobody’s 
fault.  Most decidedly 
they were not the fault of 
the region’s landlords.” 
Despite Smout’s central 

position as a historian of Scotland with attendant high status, his writing 
on these matters has been subject to sustained revisions.  For example, on 
the mainland, particularly in the county of Sutherland, the opposite state of 
affairs prevailed: between 1807 and 1821, some five to ten thousand people 
were expelled and replaced by sheep, a case dealt with by many researchers 
over the years, and extensively also by Eric Richards. 

I come now to Richards’s 2014 book on the clearances.  Last year I was 
fortunate in being able to participate in a conference on The Global Migration 
of the Scottish People since c. 1600: Issues, Debates and Controversies, 
hosted by the Scottish Centre for Diaspora Studies in the University of 
Edinburgh.  (Sir Tom Devine is the director as well as being personal senior 
research professor in the Centre, and among his many publications is The 
Scotland Trilogy (2012), a three-volume study of the modern history of 
Scotland at home and abroad.)  It was there that I met Eric Richards and 
first learned about this book.  He is emeritus professor of history, Flinders 
University in Australia, and was at the conference on his way to the Centre 
for History in the University of the Highlands and Islands to continue his 
groundbreaking work on the history of the Highlands.  The value of this 
conference was its comprehensive treatment of the Scottish Diaspora from 
its earliest days at the beginning of the seventeenth century until today, 
as Scots continue to emigrate.  How many EDUCT members are in this 
diaspora, whether they have considered it or not?  The conference pro-
gram put the Highland Clearances in the context of Scotland as an emigrant 
nation; a colonial slaving state; a fantasy base for affinity Scots - behaving 
as a Scot where you live - think of the Tartan Day phenomenon; a source 
for “Highlandism” - think of the Royal Family at Balmoral; and patterns of 
Scottish migration and settlement, along with public and private roles in 
all the nations of the British Commonwealth and its late Empire.  (If the 
conference proceedings are published, I will bring them to the attention of 
EDUCT members.)  The pluralistic base of the Scottish Diaspora conference 
provided a context for examining Richards’s book about one of the principal 
components that contributed to the growth and diversity of the diaspora: 
the Highland Clearances.

The clearances of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries were the mainly 
forced but occasionally co-operative displacement of tens of thousands 
of people from their tiny plots of land, which they worked without any 
legal tenancy.  Instead, they held the land by custom, often for many 
generations.  Richards takes a systematic approach to probing the clearanc-
es phenomenon with a series of 30 questions, to which he proposes answers 
that bring to them fresh insights:

The forces of the law and the military were borrowed to 
implment cruel evictions.
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• Were the clearances a uniquely 
Highland experience?

• Was the vehement Highland 
reaction to the clearances 
exceptional?

• Did the clearances constitute 
“genocide”?

• Were the Highlands a viable 
and contented society before 
the clearances?

• How did the clearances 
affect the population of the 
Highlands?

• Did the Highlands face special 
disadvantages?

• Was there a particular model of 
clearance?

• Did Highland landlords try to 
diminish the consequences of 
the clearances?

• Were the clearances a 
completely negative and 
uniform phenomenon?

• Why did the reconstruction 
of the economy cause such 
revulsion?

• How much violence was 
employed?

• The history of the clearances 
was … punctuated by many 
ugly encounters, but how much 
resistance was generated?

• Did the Highlanders resist as 
much as a historian would 
expect?

• What were the expulsive forces 
in the Highlands?

• Did the clearances produce a 
particular economic structure in 
the Highlands?

• How did landlords justify the 
clearances?

• What did the people in general 
feel about the great changes?

• How should the landlords, 
especially those in the 
Highlands, be judged?

• What did contemporary 
economic advisers recommend?

• Did Highland landlords lack 
enterprise and capital?

• Were Highland landlords 
especially oppressive?

• What was the value of good 
intentions?

• How do we measure the 
consequences of the 
clearances?

• What was the precise number 
of Highlanders directly cleared 

off the land in the various categories of coercion?
• Why is the population question so perplexing?
• Can the landlords be blamed?
• Why did the Highlands suffer famine in the 1840s?
• Who were the beneficiaries of the great changes in the Highlands?
• Do we know enough about the Highland Clearances?
• Do we need to revise the history of the Highland Clearances?

Embedded in these thirty questions are all the elements of Richards’ s 
exhaustive historical research.  They provide vital probes with which one 
can begin reading the book in the order set out and, for those readers 
with broader or particular points to investigate, they set out a relational 
structure that stands waiting to be applied as a template.

Richards concludes, as a historian must, by answering his own 
historiographic final question: Do we need to revise the history of the 
Highland Clearances? In his own words: 

“The contemporary documentation of the Highland Clearances, 
subjected to the normal test of historical evidence, … broadly 
vindicates the popular version of the story.  The iron fist of landlord 
power in the Highlands was employed with little restraint in many 
cases.  There was probably an unspecifiable number of accelerated 
deaths among the victims of the evictions.  The poverty of the 
people was often desperate.  Fire and hatchets were used to carry 
through many clearances.  On occasion the people were forced on to 
emigrant ships and despatched to barely-understood destinations.  
The forces of the law and the military were borrowed to implement 
cruel evictions.  The government refused to intercede on behalf of 
the common people.  Highland landlords behaved as variously as 
other landlords under such conditions.  The forces of conservatism 
belonging to the old vested interests obstructed rural change in the 
Highlands.  Newcomers to the Highlands displayed both ignorance 
and incomprehension of the vestiges of the old society which they 
appropriated.  The Clearances were resisted intermittently and on a 
scale and with an intensity which was not unusual in such a society 
undergoing transformation.  The level of leadership was poor but 
the involvement was striking and recurrent in a clearly established 
pattern.  But the extent of violence and bloodshed was small by 
historical standards.  The role of posterity has been to exaggerate 
and polarize the account and to diminish the underlying economic 

The poverty of the people was often desperate.  Croft houses near Stornaway. One 
or two long sentences split.  Photo courtesy of Edinburgh City Libraries Service.
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dilemma of everyone in the region.  The exceptionalism of the 
Highlands has been over-rated at the expense of the significance of 
the Clearances as a well-documented exemplar of the perils of a poor 
society located on the edge of industrialisation.”

Could one wish for a more masterful reassessment of the history of the 
Highland Clearances?

Epilogue
Canadians and Scots living in Canada can catch the resonance of life in 
Canada for those who emigrated or were cleared, and their descendants, 
then and now, in Alister MacLeod’s award-winning novel No Great Mischief.  
At its core is the patriarch Alexander MacDonald who emigrated from the 
Gaelic-speaking district of Moidart, west of Fort William, to Nova Scotia in 
1779.  The novel reaches through the generations to portray the lives of 
those dis-placed from their native land.  Macleod reminds us, as well, of 
the use made of those who remained at home to participate, by choice or 
conscription, in Britain’s imperial adventures.  He quotes James Wolfe, a 
subaltern in the Royalist forces at Culloden, fighting the Highland troops 
and subsequently their commanding general thirteen years later at Quebec 
fighting the French, who once wrote to a brother officer:

“I should imagine that two or three independent Highland companies 
might be of use; they are hardy, intrepid, accustomed to a rough 
country, and no great mischief if they fall.  How better can you employ 
a secret enemy than by making his end conducive to the common 
good?”

These independent companies were eventually formalized as the nine 
regiments of Highland infantry fighting for king and country throughout 
the British Empire for more than two hun-dred years, the “cannon fodder” 
of World War I, with casualty rates ten times the average.  Now only one 
regiment remains in Scotland, while kilted Canadian infantry reserve regi-
ments abound from Nova Scotia to British Columbia.  MacLeod blends the 
history of one Highland family as they become Canadians with the cultural 
history of Canada and the polit-ical history of Scotland.  After you have 
acquired the facts of history from Eric Richards, read this novel to immerse 
yourself in the Gaelic-to-English milieu of Scotland old and new offered by 
Alister MacLeod’s remarkable literary achievement. 

Are you a fan of Scottish writing?

Do you enjoy reading novels and non-fiction by Scottish authors? How about
books about Scotland or Scots? If so, EDUCT would welcome your views and
opinions for publication in EDUCT News. Please contact the EDUCT News
Editor, Simon Miles at simon-miles@sympatico.ca.

Tell us your news

EDUCT News is always looking for interesting alumni stories and news.
We are happy to hear about what’s new with you! Whether you have just
returned from an interesting trip or have a memory you wish to share with
your fellow EDUCT Members, we would love to hear from you.
If you have something you would like to share, please contact the EDUCT
News Editor, Simon Miles at simon-miles@sympatico.ca.

A SPECIAL OFFER TO EDUCT 
MEMBERS

Would you like to own a copy of 
the latest book on the University of 
Edinburgh?

Jean Grier and Mary Bownes, 
Private Giving, Public Good: 
The Impact of Philanthropy at 
the University of Edinburgh, 
(Edinburgh: University of Edinburgh 
Press, 2014), 224 pp., £30.

EDUCT would like to make it 
possible for every member to own 
a copy of this magnificent book on 
our University.  We have arranged 
for a slight discount to be offered 
to members.  Just how much we 
can offer off the market price of 
£30 depends on our shipping costs.  
If you would like to purchase a 
copy, or if you are planning to visit 
Edinburgh soon and can help with 
the transport of a few copies at no 
charge, please contact Simon Miles 
at 416-466-8793 or 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca
 
For a review of the book, see EDUCT 
News, September 2014, p.19.
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Friends of EDUCT

Friends of EDUCT are recognized 
by virtue of the generosity they 
demonstrated when, as non- 
members, they donated to the 
University of Edinburgh through an 
EDUCT-initiated special fund.

Carlyle Circle Members in 
Canada

EDUCT wishes to acknowledge the 
generosity of alumni and friends
of the University of Edinburgh who 
have decided to leave a bequest to 
the University in their wills. They 
are recognized by the University as 
Carlyle Circle members. We extend 
our gratitude to each of them. If you 
are a member of the Carlyle Circle 
or know of such members, you are 
encouraged to contact us.

Promoting Your Event

If you are organizing an event or 
participating in an activity that 
would be of interest to fellow alumni 
in the GTA, please get in touch with 
our Communications Officer, Paul 
Bradley: pauljfrbradley@gmail.com.

You may also join us on LinkedIn or 
Facebook to submit your information 
directly to participating members 
through these networks.

The Story Behind EDUCT 

“EDUCT” is intended to form 
the acronym for the Edinburgh 
University Club of Toronto. “Educt” 
is a word which means, in the 
language of chemists: “A body 
separated by decomposition from 
another.” In addition, there is 
“e-duct”, an electronic channel, 
which seems appropriate for all of 
our members receiving EDUCT News 
via e-mail.

Treasurer’s Report

Our Treasurer reports that EDUCT’s 
accounts, as of 31 August 2015, 
show a balance of $5,639.90.

Board of Directors 

We invite your comments and 
suggestions at any time. Please 
feel free to contact any member 
of the Board of Directors with your 
comments and suggestions: 

Alan Pearson, President, 
(LL.B. Hons 1971), 416.237.9874 
apearson@bell.net

Victoria Crewe-Nelson, Vice-
President and Membership 
Secretary, 
(LL.B. 1999), 416.750.4424 
vcn117@gmail.com 

Chris Valley Ban, Treasurer, 
(M.Sc. 1990), 416.489.2011 
chrisban@bell.net 

Simon Miles, Past President and 
Editor of EDUCT News,
(M.A. Hons 1962), 416.466.8793 
simon-miles@sympatico.ca

Paul Bradley, Past President and 
Communications, 
(B.Sc. Hons 1982), 416.464.9771 
pauljfrbradley@gmail.com 

Christine Saunders, Director,
(M.Sc., 1996), 416.220.0592
christine.d.saunders@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP DUES
Annual membership fees are due 
in January of each year. If you 
have not yet renewed for this year, 
please send your cheque, for $35, 
payable to EDUCT, and marked 
“membership”, to our Treasurer, Mr. 
Chris Valley Ban, at: 205-100 Oriole 
Parkway, Toronto, ON M5P 2G8. Your 
promptness in this regard greatly 
lightens the load on our volunteer 
Board and is thus much appreciated. 
Thank you, in advance, for your 
payment.  

Our thanks go out to :
Kevin MacLeod for graphic design 
and layout

Are You On Our List?

We know of over 240 alumni in the 
Toronto area. As of 15 September 
2015, we have 143 members. If 
you would be interested in joining 
EDUCT, please do not hesitate to 
contact the EDUCT President or the 
Club Treasurer.

EDUCT News is published three 
times a year in January, May 
and September. Please send 
submissions or ideas for articles 
to the Editor: simon-miles@
sympatico.ca
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