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The genetics issue
42THIS SUMMER issue of EDiT takes genetics
as its theme. The recent publication of The
Human Genome Project's landmark
sequencing paper has provided scientists
not only with exciting findings, but also
with the basis of many years of research
in a wide range of areas related to 
human health.

Earlier this year, Edinburgh played host to
the 6th Conference of The Human Genome
Organisation (HUGO), the first occasion on
which it has met in the UK. The University
of Edinburgh’s strengths in genetics
research ensured it was strongly
represented at the conference, as well as
on the organising committee.

The range of genetics research ongoing at
Edinburgh is reflected in articles by
Professor Adrian Bird, on how a
combination of 'blue skies' and applied
research is pointing the way towards a
possible treatment for Rett Syndrome; by
Professor Veronica van Heyningen on how
modern genetics has revealed that the
same set of highly conserved genes
controls eye development from fruit flies
to man; and by Professor David Porteous
on the application of state-of-the-art
Human Genome Project methods to the
analysis of blood samples collected from
families at high risk of schizophrenia or
bipolar affective disorder.
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prior written consent of the
publishers. Edit is printed on
environment-friendly low chlorine
content paper. Edit, The University
of Edinburgh Magazine, is published
twice a year. The views expressed
in its columns are those of the
contributors and do not necessarily
represent those of the University.
publisher 
Communications & Public Affairs, 
The University of Edinburgh Centre, 
7-11 Nicolson Street, 
Edinburgh EH8 9BE

guest editor Richard Mellis for Pax Studio

assistant editor David Eccles

design 
Neil Dalgleish for Visual Resources, 
The University of Edinburgh

photography
Tricia Malley, Ross Gillespie, 
Jonathon Littlejohn; Visual Resources, 
The University of Edinburgh

advertising enquiries
contact Communications & Public Affairs
0131 650 2252



4  E D i T  

EditEd

THE UNIVERSITY has made a major commitment to
protecting the environment by signing a three year deal
to use electricity from wind power and small scale
hydro sources operated by ScottishPower.

Over forty five buildings owned by the University are now
supplied with energy from these green sources, notably the
Dun Law Wind Farm in the Borders and a fast flowing river
in Galloway. The deal has led to a 40% reduction in the
quantities of carbon monoxide emitted by the University and
to considerable savings on electricity.

Robin Harper, Rector of the University and Green MSP, has
given the deal an especially warm welcome: “As a large
organisation, we believe that we should be setting a good
example for the rest of Scotland as well as the public sector,
which has an important role to play in making renewable
energy supplies a viable option for the UK.”

THE PRINCIPAL, Professor Sir Stewart
Sutherland, has been appointed to the House
of Lords in the new non-party political list
recently introduced as part of the
constitutional changes to the House of Lords’
membership.

This honour- the only one given in Scotland in
this round- recognises Professor Sutherland’s
outstanding work across higher education and in
public service more generally. It is particularly
welcome that a senior university leader with
wide experience and service in education and
public life will be able to make his contribution
to the debates and legislative processes
affecting both Scotland and the United Kingdom.

Sir Stewart Sutherland became Principal of the
University in 1994 and since then has combined
a formidable workload as academic leader of the
University of Edinburgh, with major contributions
to public service. He was chairman of the
Committee on Appeal Courts Procedure for the
then Scottish Office and more recently was Chair
of the Royal Commission on the Long-Term Care
of the Elderly.

THE AWARD-WINNING journalist and broadcaster
Sheena McDonald explored the changing role of
the media in the modern world in a keynote
lecture in February  - “The Media We Deserve” -
part of the prestigious Edinburgh Lectures series.

Only a few years ago, she said, the necessary
qualities for successful journalism were deemed ‘a
plausible manner, a little literary ability ... and a rat-
like cunning ... to ferret out things people don’t want
to be known’. But, in the context of more immediate
technology, people seem to want to know less.
There’s a decreasing market for ferreters and, at the
same time, life on the road is becoming more
dangerous Geneva Convention regulations are
increasingly flouted. What, she asked, is the
journalist to do? Carry on bravely? Or become more
entertaining?

Sheena McDonald was born in Dunfermline, Fife,
and graduated from this University in 1976 before
gaining a postgraduate certificate in radio, film and
television studies from the University of Bristol. She
has presented such acclaimed news programmes as
‘The World at One’, ‘Channel 4 News’, ‘The World
This Week’ and ‘International Question Time’ and, in
1995, she received the first-ever ‘Woman in Film and
Television’ Award.

THE CHANGING ROLE OF THE MEDIA PRINCIPAL APPOINTED TO
HOUSE OF LORDS

THE WINDS OF CHANGE
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The University of Edinburgh News

DIXONS GROUP plc is to provide the financial support - £800,000 over three years - for a new
Chair of Entrepreneurship and Innovation at the University’s School of Management Studies. The
new post was launched at a ceremony in Edinburgh attended by Wendy Alexander, Minister for
Enterprise and Lifelong Learning, Mr John Clare, Chief Executive of Dixons plc and
representatives of the University on Tuesday 10 April.

The new Chair will play a leading role in stimulating crucial research in this area, expanding the
options open to undergraduate, MBA and postgraduate students and contributing to advanced
management and executive education.

“We are delighted to support this pioneering initiative in one of Britain’s top universities,” said Mr
John Clare, “We believe that this post will make a significant contribution in helping business and the
wider community to take full advantage of the opportunities that are opening up with new technology.
As an innovative and competitive retailer, we feel that there is excellent synergy between Dixons Group
plc and the University”

ACCOMMODATION SERVICES have launched
a new series of hard-hitting and eye-
catching posters designed to encourage
good relations between students and their
neighbours. One poster, urging students to
remember to put their refuse out on time,
features a drawing of a bag of rubbish and
the slogan “always remember the old bag
downstairs”.

Terry Cole, Director of Accommodation
Services said: “The University is determined to
do everything it reasonably can to foster good
relations between the student body and the
rest of the community. Particularly, in view of
the large concentrations of students which
have developed  in recent years in some parts
of the city, we have considered various ways
in which we could encourage students to
conduct themselves in an appropriate manner.

“We decided to commission a series of
striking posters highlighting possible areas of
difficulty. These include fire and flood dangers,
noise and refuse disposal. We believe in the
cliché about a picture being worth a thousand
words, and we are hopeful that this poster
campaign will make a significant contribution
to encouraging neighbourly relations in the
city. We have received strong support for this
campaign from various community groups.”

THE 2000 UNIVERSITY of Edinburgh/Royal Bank of
Scotland Alumna of the Year is Rev Ruth Patterson,
Director, Restoration Ministries, Belfast, and the first
woman to be ordained a minister of the Presbyterian
Church of Ireland. The award is made annually to a
former student for services to the community,
achievements in arts or sciences, in business, public
or academic life.

Ruth Patterson graduated BA in Spanish and Politics in
1965 and with a Diploma in Social Work in 1966 from
Queen’s University, Belfast. After graduating in 1968 with
a Master’s Degree in Social Work from the University of
Toronto, Canada, she returned to Ireland to work as
Assistant Presbyterian Chaplain at Queen’s University. In
1974 Ruth Patterson graduated BD in Ecclesiastical
History with First Class Honours from the University of
Edinburgh. Two years later she was the first woman to be
ordained a minister of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland.
In 1991 she became Director of the Restoration
Ministries, a non-denominational charitable trust at the
forefront of promoting peace and reconciliation in
Northern Ireland. She is known internationally as a
peacemaker in action and a transformer of society.

DIXONS FUND NEW CHAIR 

2000 ALUMNA OF THE YEAR AWARD REMEMBER THE
OLD BAG
DOWNSTAIRS 
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NATO SECRETARY General Lord Robertson
outlined his vision of a permanently
stable Euro-Atlantic area in Nato and the
New Millennium, in the University’s
annual Mountbatten Lecture.

Describing the range of policies that NATO
has adopted to influence the post-Cold War
security environment in a positive way, Lord
Robertson stated that, unlike the Cold War
agenda, which was essentially about
preventing the ‘worst case’ scenario, today’s
security agenda allows NATO to adopt a
bolder strategy. Through its Partnership
approach, NATO is now contributing to the
emergence of pan-European crisis
management capabilities, and facilitating
defence reform. Through its support for the
efforts of the European Union to acquire
serious crisis management capabilities, said
Lord Robertson, NATO is facilitating a new
transatlantic bargain, where burdens and
responsibilities are shared more equitably.

George Robertson was Member of
Parliament for Hamilton (latterly Hamilton
South) from 1978 to 1999. On 24 August
1999, he received a life peerage and took
the title Lord Robertson of Port Ellen. He
became Secretary of State for Defence in
May 1997, until his departure in October
1999 when he succeeded Dr Javier Solana
as Secretary General of NATO.

THE JAMES Tait Black Memorial Prize has been awarded to Zadie
Smith for “White Teeth” and Martin Amis for “Experience”. The
oldest literary award in Scotland, the James Tait Black Memorial
Book Prizes are particularly highly valued amongst writers
because they are judged by academics. The award is made
annually for the best work of fiction and the best biography, on
the recommendation of the Regius Professor of Rhetoric and
English Literature of the University - Professor John Frow.

“Zadie Smith’s novel is polemical and politically self-aware, yet
never resorts to the politically correct or to ethical absolutes,”
explains Professor Frow. “It is about locality and particularity, about a
specific, identifiable culture, or mix of cultures, which is known from
the inside; its London springs from the page in the rich and comic
play of vernaculars, each of which rings remarkably true.”

In the biography category the prize went to renowned author Martin
Amis. Professor Frow said that “unlike many of the biographies we
read, which combine scholarly precision and scope with a deadening
mode of omniscient ‘realist’ narration, Amis’s “Experience” is a fully
writerly book. A ‘memoir’ rather than an autobiography, its episodic
and recursive form nevertheless adds up to a self-accounting which
is relentless and thorough.”

GLASGOW EDINBURGH BOAT RACE 
THE BATTLE for academic rowing supremacy tipped in Glasgow’s
favour following a closely-fought Scottish Universities’ Boat Race
on the River Clyde on June 2. Glasgow’s narrow victory in the
Walter Scott & Partners Edinburgh-Glasgow Boat Race gives them a
2:1 advantage over their historic rivals, in terms of races staged
since the event made its comeback in 1999. However, overall in all
the races of the event Edinburgh was victorious in four out of
seven. The Women’s 1st crew retained the Varsity Boat Race Rose
Bowl, completing a trio of wins in 1999, 2000 and 2001.

Edinburgh and Glasgow are practically neck and neck when it comes to
recorded victories throughout the entire history of the event. Although the
men’s race was first held on the Clyde in 1877 in front of 50,000
spectators, the record of results is far from complete. But, based on
available records, Edinburgh has now recorded 16 victories compared to
Glasgow’s tally of 17 wins.

Rowers taking part in this year’s race, which secured more than
£40,000 of sponsorship from Edinburgh investment managers Walter
Scott & Partners, had predicted a close contest over the 2.5km course.
Edinburgh University Boat Club President Cameron Crombie-Smith said
after the race: “It was a very difficult one to call. But the Edinburgh-
Glasgow race is very much a one-off event and we performed well on
the day.”

SMITH AND AMIS WIN JAMES TAIT BLACK MEMORIAL BOOK PRIZES 

A VISION FOR NATO 

ph
ot

og
ra

ph
 Is

ab
el

le
 L

ev
y

ph
ot

og
ra

ph
 J

o
na

th
o

n 
Li

tt
le

jo
hn



E D i T  7

ph
ot

og
ra

ph
 J

o
na

th
o

n 
Li

tt
le

jo
hn

INNOVATIVE TREATMENTS for inflammatory diseases are being
developed at a new medical research centre - the first initiative of
its kind in Scotland. The Centre for Inflammation Research (CIR),
which has attracted research grants in excess of £30 million, has
been jointly established by the University’s Faculty of Medicine
and the Medical Research Council (MRC). It is the first time that
the MRC and a Scottish university have established a research
centre together.

The centre, opened by University Principal Sir Stewart Sutherland and
MRC Chief Executive Sir George Radda, has a particular interest in
inflammatory diseases of the lung - such as asthma and chronic
bronchitis - as well as inflammatory diseases of the kidney, which are
the commonest cause of a requirement for dialysis. More than 150
scientists work in eight major groups at the centre, which was
awarded a £1.5 million grant by the MRC last July.

With some of the UK’s foremost researchers in inflammatory disease,
the CIR encourages collaborative and interdisciplinary research. Its
innovative research programme closely interweaves basic and clinical
science. A key aim is to develop an integrated understanding of the
cellular interactions involved in the onset, regulation and resolution of
the inflammatory process and, in so doing, generate knowledge which
can drive the development of new treatments.

WORLD RENOWNED expert on oriental cuisine Ken Hom gave a cookery
demonstration at the University’s Chapterhouse Restaurant on 31
January. Hom boasts years of experience as a chef and teacher. He
made his first television series with the BBC eighteen years ago.

The audience comprised around 100 catering professionals who were
enthralled by Hom as he prepared three sumptuous dishes using only one
wok in less than 45 minutes.

Hom explained the importance of quick marinading in soy sauce, rice wine
and sesame oil and then transferring the food to a searing hot wok with very
little oil. He used a variety of sauces by Lee Kum Kee who had organised the
event.

Discussing how easy it is to buy exotic produce in the UK today, in
comparison with twenty years ago, Hom praised the British for their
willingness to try new kinds of food. He said the UK was now one of the most
exciting countries in the world for gastronomic innovation.

A TOTAL of over £1 million has been raised for the Alumni Fund through
telephone calls to graduates. Since spring 1998, more than 3,000
graduates have generously contributed to reaching this milestone,
which reflects the value that so many place on the University of
Edinburgh.

Donations from the telephone campaigns have been channelled primarily
into programmes supported by the Alumni Fund such as Small Project Grants
and Bursaries. The fact that over 1200 people have agreed to give on a
continuing basis means that the Alumni Fund can provide sustained help for
these programmes, so crucial to the University’s excellent reputation.

The telephone allows our student callers to explain how giving to the
Alumni Fund supports the future of Edinburgh, and they can also deal with
any questions that arise immediately. Over the three years that we have
been speaking to graduates a rich dialogue has developed between our
student callers and alumni.

In October 2001, we shall embark on the next £1 million telephone
campaign. With the enthusiasm and dedication of our student caller team
and the support of graduates we can work toward securing a future of
continuing excellence at Edinburgh.

£1 MILLION POUND MILESTONE
ACHIEVED ON THE TELEPHONES

Students Catherine Morgan (3rd year Medicine) and Annabel Trapp (4th year Social
Anthropology) speak to alumni during the recent campaign which brought the total
raised by telephone over £1 million.

NEW RESEARCH CENTRE FOR
INFLAMMATORY DISEASES 

COOKING UP A STORM 
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fEdinburgh’s Gene Pool

In the aftermath of the sixth annual Human Genome
Organisation’s Conference, J E N N I F E R  TR U E LAN D
explains why Edinburgh was chosen as this year’s
venue and talks to some of the main players at
Edinburgh in this revolutionary field.
Far from being locked in the past, one
of the UK’s most ancient educational
institutions is also at the cutting edge
of genetic research; research which
looks set to reshape the way we live.
OR MANY, the name
Edinburgh is synonymous with some of the
most exciting advances in genetics. Who
can forget Dolly the sheep, for example,
born just outside the city’s confines at the
nearby Roslin Institute?

The human players in the genetics field
might not enjoy the huge celebrity status of
the world’s first successfully cloned
mammal, but Dolly is far from being the
only big name to put Edinburgh on the
international genetics stage. And the
University of Edinburgh does more than its
fair share to enhance that reputation. Far
from being locked in the past, one of the
UK’s most ancient educational institutions
is also at the cutting edge of genetic
research; research which looks set to
reshape the way we live.

It was no accident that earlier this year
Edinburgh found itself playing host to
some of the world’s leaders in genetics. The
Human Genome Organisation (HUGO)
chose the city for its sixth annual meeting,
the first time it has been held in the UK.
Experts ranging from Lord Winston, the
fertility pioneer, to Nobel prize-winner
Christiane Nusslein-Volhard to Canada’s
Bartha Maria Knoppers, known for
shaping our ethical approach to genetics,
were among the hundreds who attended
the meeting at the Edinburgh International
Conference Centre.
As one might expect, the University of
Edinburgh was not only strongly
represented but also played an important
part in organising the meeting. Indeed,
according to HUGO president Professor
Lap-Chee Tsui, the strength of the
University’s reputation in different areas of
genetics was an important factor in
bringing the meeting to the city.
‘Edinburgh is one of the leading centres in
the UK - and the world - in genetics
research, particularly in research using
mice,’ said Professor Lap-Chee Tsui. ‘When
deciding where to hold these meetings, it is
also important to have an active local
organising committee. And of course we
look at things like transport links and a
location which people will want to visit.’

Apart from the beauties of the city, then,
Edinburgh’s researchers were largely
responsible for bringing such a
distinguished meeting to the UK, let alone
the city. A quick glance at the list of
organisers and it’s easy to see why. Professor
Nick Hastie, for example, is the director of
the MRC Human Genetics Unit in
Edinburgh and has, over the years, worked
on a range of topics including RNA
complexity, mouse genome organisation,
molecular evolution and mammalian
development genetics. For the last ten
years, however, his work has focused on
trying to understand the mechanisms
underlying Wilms’ tumour, which attacks
the kidney. Veronica van Heyningen, a
group leader at the MRC Human Genetics
Unit, who has been working on the
genetics of human disease and gene
mapping since before the Human Genome
Project was created, and who is particularly
interested in the genetics behind
developmental eye diseases, was another
key member of the Edinburgh-based
committee.

ACCORDING TO PROFESSOR Adrian
Bird, the director of the Wellcome Trust
Centre for Cell Biology based at the King’s
Buildings, Edinburgh has gradually built
up its reputation in genetics over the last
century. ‘We can hold our own with
anywhere else in the world,’ he says. ‘That’s
partly because of the sheer variety of work
E D i T  9





that’s going on. If you look at the number
of geneticists across different departments,
that adds up to a lot of people.’ The reasons
for this are partly historical. ‘Edinburgh
had the earliest department of genetics
(The Institute of Animal Genetics), which
was set up in 1920,’ says Professor Bird. ‘It
was the first of its kind and it attracted
more and more people.’ Once a critical
mass had been established, the whole thing
just grew and grew, he adds.

ORIGINALLY THE genetics department
concentrated on animal breeding, but the
whole area was revolutionised in the 1950s
with the discovery of the structure of
DNA. The study moved from using
mathematics to work out the probable
results of putting two different strains
together, for example, to a molecular
science.

Another great leap forward, the
sequencing of the human genome, as
reported last year, has led to far greater
attention being paid to genetics by
scientists from a variety of different fields.
‘Now that all these genomes are being
sequenced, everyone involved in biology is
doing genetics,’ says Professor Bird. ‘The
definition of what is and what isn’t
genetics is becoming much looser.’

Indeed, genetics has become a tool for
all sorts of biologists including computing
experts, through bio-informatics, brought
in to help unravel the complexity of the
human genome. Similarly, researchers
trying to find out about a particular
protein, for example, will want to know its
genetic basis and genome sequencing will
effectively allow them to locate this at the
touch of a button.

Elsewhere in this issue of EDiT,
Professor Bird describes how his own
research group has made a bridge between
cell biology and medicine by studying the
protein MeCP2, which plays a significant
role in Rett Syndrome, a tragic condition
which affects little girls at the age of about
18 months. The Professor describes this as
an example of ‘blue skies’ thinking which,
somewhere down the line, should have
major clinical benefits.

Nor is genetics at Edinburgh confined
only to science. The Faculty of Law, for
example, held a one-day conference
recently to discuss issues such as the
patenting of genetic information and the
intellectual property rights of this kind of
research. Alexander McCall Smith,
Professor of Medical Law at Edinburgh,
believes the subject should not be limited
to science alone. ‘I think it’s extremely
important that there should be an inter-
disciplinary approach,’ he says. ‘Genetics
raises fundamental questions of human
definition, our purpose and how we
perceive ourselves. It is important that as a
society we have a full ethical debate.’ As
vice chairman of the Human Genetics
Commission, the body set up around a
year and a half ago to advise the
government,  Professor McCall Smith, is
extremely aware of public concerns. These
surround such issues as DNA databases,
patient confidentiality and the question of
how the growing available battery of tests
for genetic conditions might affect an
individual’s ability to purchase insurance,
for example. Although the Human
Genetics Commission does not have a
public education function, its role is partly
to think around the legal, ethical and
social issues raised by human genetics. In
other words, it goes behind the science to
consider how the basic biology affects our
everyday life.

This issue is also very close to Professor
David Porteous’ heart. Formerly at the
MRC Human Genetics Unit, he is now
Professor of Human Molecular Genetics
and Medicine in the Faculty of Medicine
at the University. His new role involves
exploring exactly how the basic science
can be translated into practice. In other
words, how does the work in the
laboratory eventually come to benefit the
patient. ‘In essence we want to build on
the research of what we know about single
gene disorders like cystic fibrosis, for
example, and ask if we can use it as a
medicine, as gene therapy. This research
has had a further boost because Edinburgh
is part of a UK-wide consortium which
includes other groups in both Oxford and
London.

‘We also have a major programme in the
genetics area of mental health, particularly
schizophrenia and manic depression,
which both have a strong genetic element.
These are perplexing and distressing
conditions and we’d like to know their
biological basis so that we can try to find
new routes to developing more effective
drug treatments.’

PROFESSOR PORTEOUS’ recent move
from MRC to University is another
indication of the level of interest in and
enthusiasm for genetic research at
Edinburgh. The University has close links
with a number of research institutions in
the city and further afield, including the
Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh, the
MRC Human Genetics Unit at the
Western General Hospital and, of course,
the Roslin Institute. This allows the
University to call upon a range of experts
to lecture and supervise students as well as
collaborate on some ground-breaking
research. 

So far, however, Dolly the sheep has not
been called upon to take a seminar. But,
now that she has been officially ‘retired’,
and presumably has more time on her
hooves, you never know.

Jennifer Trueland is a freelance journalist. She graduated MA in
English Literature from the University of Edinburgh in 1988
Now that all these genomes are being
sequenced, everyone involved in
biology is doing genetics, the
definition of what is and what isn’t
genetics is becoming much looser.
E D i T  1 1
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The Old College DomeNo.11

And so it was

that a more

substantial dome

was eventually

completed in 1887,

at a cost of £3,700
LD COLLEGE was always intended to have a
dome. It was there in architect Robert Adam’s
original designs, publicly displayed on the
November day in 1789 when the foundation
stone for the University’s new building was laid. 

The intention to crown the building with a dome survived
Adam who died in 1792, when the money ran out and
building operations ground to a halt. It survived the hiatus of
the Napoleonic Wars, when construction remained on hold.
In fact something closely resembling Adam’s dome is evident
in the revised single Quadrangle designs by the young
William Playfair, who had been commissioned to complete
the building in peacetime after Waterloo.

However, it was not converted into reality when what is
now known as ‘Old College’ was completed in the 1820s;
even the then substantial sum of £121,000 spent on the
building was not sufficient to provide for it.

Thus Old College was to stand domeless for much of the
19th century, until the University approached the 300th
anniversary of its foundation in 1883. The project was
revived and a third architect was commissioned. Robert
Rowand Anderson had been selected in the 1870s to design

O

firstly the new Medical School Building in Teviot Place, largely
the product of public subscription, and later the Graduation
Hall, funded by William McEwan.

Anderson’s success with the Medical School obviously
impressed the Dome Committee, established under the
chairmanship of Sir William Turner, Professor of Anatomy.
Moreover the money was now available, as Robert Cox, a
lawyer from Gorgie, had bequeathed a sum to the University
for exactly that purpose (amounting to £4,400 by 1886).

And so it was that a more substantial dome was eventually
completed in 1887, at a cost of £3,700 and, with the money
left over, John Hutchison RSA was commissioned to deliver ‘a
figure in bronze’. The following year, the statue of ‘Youth
bearing a Torch of Knowledge’, was duly put in place.

Eventually, 100 years after the plans were first drawn up,
the College was completed and Mr Cox’s role in its
completion was not to be forgotten, for nestling in the wall of
the room under Anderson’s dome is a bust of ‘a just and
generous man , a learned author, an enemy of ignorance
and superstition..’ and the person, of course, who made
possible the erection of perhaps the University’s most
significant landmark in the City.
E D i T  13



BLUE SKIES G E N E T I C S  I S S U EAT CHRISTMAS

There is a risk with nearly all

research that maybe your work

will turn out to be in vain.

Maybe the road you’ve chosen

to go down becomes nothing

more than a dead end. 

PROFESSOR ADRIAN BIRD

from The Wellcome Trust Centre

for Cell Biology at the Institute of

Cell and Molecular Biology

describes his own concerns but

highlights one example where

the rewards look set to far

exceed the worries. 
14 E D i T  14 E D i T
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or more decades than I wish to
remember, my research group has
been studying the way that genes are
controlled during development. I

like to think that we do “blue skies” research,
seeking to solve problems because of their
scientific interest, heedless of earthly
considerations. This differs, in theory at least,
from “applied” research, which addresses a
problem, such as AIDS or cancer, by studying
it directly. To be honest, the two approaches
are not as different as they sound, and are
rarely seen in anything like a pure form. We
have attracted funding for our past work
because it was deemed to have, somewhere
down the line, the potential for good - a view
we did nothing to discourage. I seemed to
confront my mixed motives annually, at
Christmas family reunions where I would
explain once again to non-scientist relatives
why my work was so important. But, I
wondered privately, would patients ever really
benefit from the study of these particular
molecules, intriguing though they may be?
This article is about an answer to that
question, which we got all of a sudden 18
months ago.
TH E STORY STARTS in 1990 with the discovery
of a protein called MeCP2. My laboratory was located
in Vienna at the time, and our “blue-skies” problem
was to understand how genes become silenced. There
are at least 35,000 different genes in every human
cell, each one bearing the instructions to make a
different protein. A particular type of cell only
“translates” some genes into protein; the others - those
not needed in that type of cell - being shut down.
Blood cells, for example, translate the gene for the red
oxygen-carrier globin, but not the gene for the hair
protein keratin. We wondered how leak-proof gene
silencing of this kind might be achieved. It was
known that some silenced genes have chemical marks
(called methyl-CpGs), so we hypothesised that these
marks might attract a special protein which, once
stuck to them, would bring about gene shutdown. To
test the idea, Joe Lewis and Dr Richard Meehan (now
both group leaders at the University of Edinburgh)
started to “fish” for any protein in cells that would
stick to methyl-CpGs in the test tube. The first one
we could get hold of in a pure form we christened
“methyl-CpG Binding Protein 2”, or MeCP2 for
short (yes, there was an MeCP1 that we found first,
but it took many years to purify it). Gratifyingly,
MeCP2 was attracted to methyl-CpGs in living cells
too and could shut nearby genes down.

My laboratory had relocated to Edinburgh in 1990
and secured funding from the Wellcome Trust to



continue our studies. Dr Xinsheng Nan took over
the MeCP2 project, and everything that he did
further strengthened our view that MeCP2’s job is to
stop the wrong genes from being read at the wrong
places in the body. We also learned something about
how shutdown happens. Research elsewhere had
shown that cells contain huge multi-protein
machines that can chemically “clamp” any gene to
stop it being read. Needless to say, such “gene-
clamping” machines must be targeted to the right
genes. To make sure of this, the clampers can only
get close to genes that have special docking proteins
already stuck to them. In 1999, we found out that
MeCP2 is just such a docking protein. Shutdown of
genes, then, can occur in three steps: firstly, the gene
is marked with methyl-CpGs; secondly, MeCP2
recognises the marks and sticks to them; and thirdly,
gene-clamping machines dock onto MeCP2 and
silence the gene.

Then, out of the blue skies, came what was for us
a thunderbolt. Two research groups in the U.S., led
by Drs Huda Zoghbi and Uta Francke, had been
studying an inherited mental retardation condition
known as Rett Syndrome. This distressing condition
only affects girls, who develop apparently normally
for about 18 months before entering a crisis during
which they lose any walking and speaking skills
permanently. Symptoms stabilise and the children
require lifelong care. As genetically transmitted

Rett Syndrome only affects girls, who
develop apparently normally for about
18 months before entering a crisis
during which they lose any walking
and speaking skills permanently.
conditions go, Rett Syndrome is quite common,
affecting one in about 10,000 children, or 50-100
births each year in the U.K.. Despite formidable
difficulties in tracking down the mutated gene that is
responsible for Rett Syndrome, the Zoghbi and
Francke laboratories finally got there. In nearly all
patients, the faulty gene turned out to be the one
that contains the instructions for making our gene
silencer, MeCP2. In other words, it is the
malfunctioning of MeCP2 that causes Rett
Syndrome. Next thing I knew, I was speaking on the
phone to parents of Rett girls, elated in the
knowledge that their child’s tragedy at last had a
named cause. But what was actually new in MeCP2
research and was there any real hope of therapy?

Discovery of a novel disease gene normally initiates
a new field of research aimed at finding out what the
gene does, but in this case rather a lot was known
already. As a result, we have a picture of what might
have happened in Rett Syndrome patients: without a
properly working MeCP2, we suspect that genes that
should be switched off are in fact left on. Has the
mutated MeCP2 therefore lost the ability to do its
gene-silencing job properly? Indeed it has, as we, and
other scientists (there are now dozens of laboratories
worldwide interested in MeCP2) have recently
shown. But which genes are being left on
inappropriately, and in which parts of the brain? We
don’t yet know the answers to these questions, but
the hunt is on.

TH E F I RST E SSE NTIAL step in getting to the
bottom of Rett Syndrome is to try and make an
animal “model” that mimics the symptoms of Rett
Syndrome, but which can be studied carefully. To
generate such a mouse, it is necessary to target a
mutation to the MeCP2 gene in mouse embryo cells
and then incorporate these genetically altered cells
into a mouse. We have now achieved this tricky goal.
The important finding has been that female mice
with one mutated MeCP2 gene and one normal one
(equivalent to Rett girls) live for several months
without any apparent symptoms, but at about 6
months of age they acquire symptoms strikingly
similar to Rett Syndrome. Our results, and those of a
parallel study by Dr Rudolf Jaenisch of MIT, were
published together in March this year.

This mouse model is vital, as there is literally no
alternative route to understanding this condition. Of
course, one has to be careful that conclusions drawn
from the mouse really do apply to the human
situation, but so far at least there are definitely
grounds for optimism. The next step is to make sure
that all scientists with different types of expertise can
study these mice, so we have sent the stock to the
Jackson Laboratory in the US, the world’s largest
repository of mouse strains. 

Much still needs to be done and a treatment for
Rett Syndrome is still some way off. But together,
the combination of applied research on those with
the syndrome itself and blue skies research on
MeCP2 has brought about a sea change in our
knowledge of what was hitherto a very poorly
understood condition. Even my relatives now
appreciate the importance of our work, but why,
they still wonder, haven’t we cured it yet.

http://www.rettsyndrome.org/

Female mice with one mutated MeCP2 gene
and one normal one (equivalent to Rett
girls) live for several months without any
apparent symptoms, but at about six
months of age they acquire symptoms
strikingly similar to Rett Syndrome.
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Lessons from imperfect miracles

G E N E T I C S  I S S U E



V E R O N I C A  V A N  H E Y N I N G E N ’s work on dissecting
mutations associated with rare human eye conditions
reveals important details about the general complexity of
mammalian gene function. Because evolution has
conserved as well as changed genes and genomes,
model organisms, such as mice and fruit flies, can be used
to reveal much of the intricate biology in a way that
should eventually help to prevent and treat disease.
C
H A R L E S  D A R W I N described eyes
as “organs of extreme perfection”. Eyes are
built to many different plans in different
creatures, each so finely adapted for light

detection and image focussing, that it is difficult to
believe that they all evolved from the same ancestral
structure. And yet, by studying the rare instances
when this complex, miraculous, process goes wrong,
modern genetics has revealed that the same set of
highly conserved genes controls eye development from
fruit flies to man.

Since 1953 when DNA was first defined as the
genetic material, a “central dogma” has been
established: “DNA makes RNA and RNA makes
protein”. Human DNA is organised into 23 pairs of
long “strings” - our set of 23 maternal and 23 paternal
chromosomes. Only about 5% of our DNA can be
described as a classical “gene” that is translated into
proteins. The information encoded by the four letter
“alphabet” of four different nucleotides is transcribed
into many copies of RNA, still using the same
nucleotide code, and that is then translated into
strings of amino acids which comprise the proteins.
Once more, the order of amino acids determines what
work the protein can do. Some of the non-coding
DNA plays a role in controlling the expression of
protein from nearby genes. Such target sequences fulfil
this function by the binding regulatory proteins, so
that the work of each cell is carried out by the
coordinated interaction of many proteins.

About a decade ago, as part of an international
collaboration, our group identified PAX6 as the gene
responsible for aniridia - a rare human eye condition
where the iris fails to form normally, and visual
function is defective. The affected individuals carry
one dysfunctional and one normal copy of the gene
and have a 50 percent chance of passing the faulty
gene to each of their children. PAX6 has turned out to
be a key regulator of eye development throughout the
animal kingdom. Loss of both parental copies of
PAX6 leads to an eyeless state in both fruit flies and
mice. In mice this condition is lethal at birth since the
brain and central nervous system are also severely
affected. PAX6 is now regarded as a very good
example of the many types of gene which control
particular areas of development in terms of both
timing and function.

TH E PROTE I N MADE by the PAX6 gene
plays a major role in eye and brain development by
binding to DNA target sequences and regulating the
activity of a cascade of other genes required for these
intricate developmental processes. By studying DNA
from volunteers with aniridia, we have discovered that
most cases are caused by a 50% reduction in PAX6
protein. Surprisingly there are a large number of
human developmental abnormalities which are caused
by similar subtle gene dosage effects.

Although it is possible to study adult eye function in
detail, we cannot have access to most human tissues;
we can only study changes at the DNA level as that
requires only a small blood sample or even a cheek
swab. If we want to look at detailed developmental
changes during eye or brain development, we need to
look at a so-called model organism. In the case of
PAX6 we were particularly lucky since a perfect mouse
model was available: the Small eye mouse. This mouse
variant was first described at the University of
Edinburgh Genetics Department in 1968 and the
PAX6 gene mutation identified more than 20 years
later. The amino acid sequence of normal mouse PAX6

protein is completely identical to the human gene
product - a very rare occurrence for two such distant
species. But, this means that the mouse is a very good
model system for the study of the pathological
processes in aniridia. 

An early successful experiment showed that we
could correct the mouse Small eye abnormality by
transferring into the fertilised egg a very large piece of
DNA which contained the whole of the known PAX6
gene and a large amount of flanking DNA on both
sides of the gene. The minimal PAX6 gene required
for making the protein is 25,000 nucleotides but we
had a further 200,000 nucleotides present on each
side of the minimal gene. If we reduced this flanking
DNA to only 120,000 on one side, we no longer
managed to correct the abnormality in a parallel
experiment. This demonstrates that the minimal
25,000 nucleotide PAX6 gene requires a lot of
additional DNA information outside the protein
coding region to regulate correct gene expression. The
fully functional gene covers much more DNA
territory than previously believed.

The original observation that led us to think about
this problem came from a few rare cases of aniridia
where both copies of the minimal PAX6 gene were
structurally intact, but one copy was functionally
disrupted by a chromosomal breakpoint a long
distance from the protein coding region. There are
many other human diseases involving different genes,
where chromosomal breaks a long way from the
protein coding gene cause the same disruption as a
mutation within the gene.

Therefore we have learnt a very important general
lesson about the nature of the human genome.
Humans and other mammals may have fewer genes
than expected, but the way in which new levels of
sophistication have arisen as vertebrates evolved from
invertebrates is through the development of much
more elaborate control mechanisms for gene
expression. We are now looking more closely to
identify those flanking regions of DNA which are

The affected individuals carry one
dysfunctional and one normal copy of
the gene and have a 50 percent chance
of passing the faulty gene to each of
their children.
critical for the correct PAX6 expression. One approach
is to search for longer stretches of nucleotide
sequence, outside protein coding regions, that have
been preserved unaltered throughout evolution
between humans, mice, and sometimes other
vertebrates such as fish. This is made possible by
advances in the mapping and sequencing of the mouse
genome, now that the human genome is nearly done.

One manifestation of control mechanism
complexity is the strict gene dosage requirement that
we see in humans and mice. In the Small eye
correction experiment we found that the presence of
too many copies of the functional PAX6 gene was as
damaging as a reduced gene dosage since mice with
PAX6 over-expressed, exhibited eye abnormalities
similar to the Small eye state. In a nutshell: for many
genes, too much gene product is as bad as too little.
The importance of exact gene dosage and intact long
range control for correct gene function are important
general lessons with potentially strong impact on the
design of gene therapy regimes.

TH E WORK WE ARE pursuing now is
aimed at defining some of the PAX6 interacting genes
and proteins. This is partly driven by scientific
curiosity, but we also believe that by identifying other
genes in the eye development pathways, we shall be
pinpointing potential new candidate genes for other
eye developmental abnormalities, such as the genes
responsible for microphthalmia (reduced eye size) or
anophthalmia (absence of eye). These abnormalities
arise thankfully rarely and do not show the regular
inheritance patterns seen in aniridia, but there is
recurrence in families and therefore the conditions are
considered to be at least partly genetic. If we can
identify the genes responsible for the genetic
component of these abnormalities, we can also look
for other factors, possibly environmental, which
influence whether microphthalmia and anophthalmia
can be found in individuals who carry the altered gene.

Interestingly, because PAX6 is so highly conserved
even to fruit flies, it is likely that the genes which
interact with PAX6 are also conserved in this distant
model organism. We are keen, therefore, to develop
the mammalian analysis in parallel with colleagues
working with fruit flies. New approaches to
identifying gene interactions often reveal too many
candidates, but if we concentrate on those which show
up in both fly and mouse, we might get to the real
interactions faster and more efficiently.

PAX6 and many other regulator genes are expressed
not only during development, but also in the adult
eye, in retina, cornea and lens. It is most likely that
here these genes are fulfilling some sort of
maintenance role. We want to dissect this aspect of
PAX6 function too, as it may turn out to be critical
for understanding common later onset eye conditions,
like macular degeneration (a common cause of vision
loss over the age of 60), and may well lead to the
development of new ways of preventing or treating
these age-related problems.
Professor Veronica van Heyningen works at the MRC Human Genetics Unit.
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G E N E T I C S  I S S U E
Although it is widely
acknowledged that nurture as
well as nature plays a large
part in determining our
character, our physical
appearance and many of our
physical attributes are pre-
determined by the genes we
inherit from our ancestors. 
This explains why some of us
are born myopic, others have
red hair or go bald at an early
age. These are some of the
most obvious examples of
genetically determined
characteristics but even smaller
details such as eye colour are
determined by our genes. 
It’s what makes us all so
intrinsically individual: 
the variety of life.
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A ‘MAYDAY ‘  R ESPONSE  F ROM G E N ET ICS ?  

b y P R O F E S S O R  D A V I D  P O R T E O U S

MENTAL ILLNESS
G E N E T I C S  I S S U E

The suicide of a fellow student has had a dramatic effect on Professor David Porteous’

research work. Here he describes the difference between the potent, but misleading,

association between madness and creativity and the realities of trying to find a genetic

cause for a variety of mental disorders. 



M E N TA L  I L L N E S S

Suicide vies with
road traffic accidents
as the most common
cause of death in
young people,
particularly men.
M AY  DAY - a celebration of Spring, new

life and expectation, or ‘mayday‘ distress signal? 

O
N 1 MAY, 1973, one of a group of friends at
the University of Edinburgh took his own
life.  In retrospect, it was clear that he
suffered from a severe mental illness, but at
the time we were tragically unaware of his

inner turmoil. The immediate pain and sense of loss
gradually gave way to a collective sense of guilt as each
recollection added a telling fragment to the reconstructed
picture. We were a close, supportive bunch - a stimulating
mix of future social workers and scientists, lawyers and
linguists, privileged to be enjoying the liberating adventure
of student life in the heady 70s. Some of us have since
modified our politics and ambitions, but that event remains
an indelible and poignant reference point.

In the early 70s, a bit of Freud and Jung, liberally
sprinkled with Huxley, Kafka and R.D> Laing were
obligatory undergraduate reading. Our concept of mental
derangement was largely formed by this hotchpotch of the
metaphysical and drug induced, the sexual, psychological
and sociological. The strong association between madness
and creativity is potent, but misleading. Yes, the list of
musicians, poets, writers and artists with a history of mental
illness is long and distinguished. Our culture is much the
richer for their explorations of the psyche. The leaps of
imagination, which can emanate from creative madness and
catalyse human cultural evolution may explain its high
prevalence in all societies past and present. It must, however,
be recognised that only a small minority of poets suffer from
psychosis and that an even smaller minority of psychotics are
poets. For the vast majority of sufferers, the term mental
disorder speaks for itself.

The brutal reality of a young and promising life lost jolted
us out of the naïve and romantic view of madness. All
students have their highs and lows and our friend was no
exception - gregarious, brooding, exuberant, passionate,
opinionated, witty, sometimes bored, but rarely boring.
Exceptionally bright, but uninspired by his chosen subject,
he was an otherwise typical 70s Edinburgh undergraduate.
We were neither well prepared nor well equipped to
recognise, understand or respond effectively to the reality of
mental illness. 

We can take some encouragement from signs of positive
change over the intervening generation, but a distressing
level of ignorance, prejudice and provision of care persists in
society. Misunderstanding is often compounded by fear,
perhaps a shadow of recognition that depression,
dissociation, despair and even suicidal thoughts will at some
time in our lives touch us or someone close to us. 

TH E STATIST ICS MAKE grim reading. Suicide vies with
road traffic accidents as the most common cause of death in
young people, particularly men. The incidence of self-harm,
particularly in women, is much higher. Clinical depression
already affects 15% of the population at some point in their
lifetime. It is predicted to supplant heart disease as the
greatest single cause of illness worldwide over the next
decade or so. Treatment of mental illness accounts for a
24 E D i T  
tenth (£4.2 billion) of the total NHS expenditure, but this is
dwarfed by the cost in terms of lost employment and
productivity. The full medical, social and economic cost in
the UK is estimated at £32 billion annually. Schizophrenia
and bipolar disorder (otherwise known as manic depression)
are severe and debilitating forms of mental illness, both with
a very high associated risk of suicide that each affect about
1% of the population. This figure is remarkably constant,
irrespective of geographical, social or ethnic background,
often striking young adults in the prime of their lives. 

Acknowledging these harsh statistics and recognising the
devastating impact upon those directly affected and their
carers, one might ask why research into mental illness
remains the Cinderella in terms of research funding,
compared to many other relatively well supported areas, such
as heart disease and cancer. There are perhaps three main
reasons. Firstly, there remains a general stigma against
mental disorder, which infects influential quarters and
inhibits widespread recognition of the general case for
research support. Secondly, there is a professional tension
between those who promote a psychological or social
solution over a medical approach. And thirdly, there is the
vexed question of definition and measurement. The first and
second issues are primarily problems of education and
enlightenment, which the growing weight of social, medical
and scientific evidence should cure. However, a genuine
problem, which we hope genetic research may address is the
difficulty of making an unequivocal psychiatric diagnosis
and establishing the optimal course of treatment on that
basis. Yes, there are trusty diagnostic manuals, but unlike the
cardiologist or oncologist, the psychiatrist lacks hard
measures of illness and recovery, like blood pressure and
cholesterol levels or tumour histology and radiation
responsiveness. 

Advanced brain scanning methods can measure brain
activity in psychotic and normal individuals. These confirm
and extend current thinking on brain development and
chemistry in relation to mental illness, but they are still
indirect and inexact measures. Since their introduction over
the last half-century, anti-psychotic and anti-depressive
medicines have had a major impact upon the treatment of
psychosis, but they are nevertheless blunt and uncertain
instruments in the treatment of mental disorder. The
archetypal compounds were designed with a quite different
medical purpose in mind. Their potential contribution to
psychiatric care was discovered serendipitously. In modern
pharmaceutical parlance, they are not rational drugs. If
better treatment for psychiatric illness is the obvious goal,
then better understanding of the biological basis is the
obvious prerequisite. How might that be achieved?

In 1866, the Hungarian monk Gregor Mendel described
the results of plant breeding experiments from which he
deduced the simple laws of inheritance that are the
cornerstone of all genetics. Could genetics, the study of how
traits are passed from one generation to the next, cast light
upon the darkness of mental illness? It is now very well
established that there is a substantial heritable (genetic)
component to both schizophrenia and bipolar disorder. The
average 1% lifetime risk rises about 10-fold for the parents,
brothers, sisters and offspring of affected individuals and by
40 to 50-fold for identical twins. Note that about half the
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time the identical co-twin will not be affected, so the
environment still plays a large part in risk determination.
Also, the duration and severity of illness can vary
significantly within and between ‘high risk’ family
members. Some will have a single episode and recover fully.
For others, the course of illness may be prolonged and the
impact profound. 

Gregor Mendel chose the traits he studied well - they
always bred true. The inheritance patterns of psychiatric
illness (like those for heart disease and cancer) are less clear
cut. A grandparent and grandchild, or aunt, nephew and
niece might be affected, but not the parent. A sister of a
young man with schizophrenia may be unaffected herself,
but one or more of her children might develop symptoms
in young adulthood. How can we make sense of this? First,
we can be pretty sure that there is not just one, but several
different gene ‘culprits’. Furthermore, it is not all in the
genes. The environment plays a big part too. Life events
(for example, bereavement or loss of employment) and
other environmental triggers (possibly viral infection during
pregnancy or birth trauma) may edge one individual
towards psychosis, but not a close relative with an otherwise
similar genetic constitution and inherent predisposition.
Defining (and minimising the impact of ) such
environmental triggers is a task of great importance, but
intrinsically problematic, requiring accurate pre-histories
and a full account of all possible triggers. The great
advantage of the genetic approach is that we now know
how and where to look. 

TH E H UMAN GE NOME PROJ ECT has resulted in an
essentially complete DNA sequence of every chromosome,
revealing the position of every gene. We can also detect
changes (mutations) in the DNA sequence with the
sensitivity of 1 in 3 thousand million letters of genetic code
and track these changes through the generations. The Holy
Grail in Medical Genetics is to identify biologically
significant changes amongst the vast ‘noise’ of unimportant
DNA sequence variation (any two randomly picked
individuals will have over a million inconsequential
differences between them in their DNA sequence).
Exhaustive searches are required to pick out the crucial
genetic variants that will be shared by affected individuals
and their ‘high risk’ relatives, but not their ‘low risk’
relatives or the normal population.

We are beginning to see the fruits of a decade long search
for such telltale genetic variation. This has been achieved by
applying ‘state-of-the-art’ Human Genome Project methods
to the analysis of blood samples collected from families at
high risk of schizophrenia or bipolar affective disorder.
Professor Blackwood and Dr Muir in the University of
Edinburgh’s Department of Psychiatry are responsible for all
the clinical and family studies. They have taken full
advantage of our Scottish base. Not only is there a strong
tradition of popular support in Scotland for medical
research, but considerable benefits also accrue from the
relative stability of the Scottish population and the
excellence of genealogical and medical records.
Consequently, we have been able to study the inheritance of
potential risk factors through multiple generations and
branches of very large family trees. We have pinpointed
regions on two different chromosomes, which contain risk
factors for schizophrenia and for bipolar affective disorder.
In both examples, the risk of illness is increased some 40-
fold in those individuals (roughly half of the total) who
inherit the chromosome region harbouring the damaged
gene. We are now in the process of determining which of
the several genes in these highlighted regions is the culprit. 

So what remains to be done? In the case of bipolar
affective disorder, we have narrowed down the search to a
cluster of some 30-40 genes, or one-thousandth fraction of
the total genome. It is now a case of sifting through all 30-
40, looking for the signature of gene, which might have an
obvious brain function, coupled with evidence of genetic
damage in affected individuals. In the case of schizophrenia,
we have gone one step further and identified a novel gene,
which is clearly damaged in the affected members of one
large family. 

So what does this gene look like and how does it
function in the brain? The simple answer is that we don’t
know yet. Sometimes, you can tell a lot by just comparing a
newly discovered gene with the existing catalogue, but this
one turns out to be quite unlike any previously identified
gene. However, genes rarely act alone. The proteins they
code for often combine with proteins made by other genes
to co-ordinate and regulate complex cellular functions. We
appear to have hit upon just such mechanism for processing
sensory inputs to the brain.

ONLY FURTHER RESEARCH will determine how this
tantalising story unfolds. The script to date has been written
as a direct result of the skill and determination of a large
group of dedicated young scientists. It is gratifying and
reassuring that other groups have picked up on our work and
are replicating our findings in their family studies.
Competition and collaboration is now the order of the day.
Research is costly and science funding is tight. This project
must compete alongside a multitude of other exciting
scientific opportunities arising out of the Human Genome
Project. 

However, having made this kind of progress, is a
successful conclusion in sight? We are optimistic and have a
clear game plan, but conviction must be balanced with
uncertainty - the scientific hypothesis can only be
disproved. Will the next experiment draw a blank or fill in
a missing piece of the jigsaw? From these first genetic
breakthroughs, can we make similar discoveries in other ‘at
risk’ families and make collective sense of the underlying
biology? Will this give us a better way to identify ‘high risk’
individuals and focus social and medical support services on
pre-symptomatic, preventive measures, aimed at
diminishing the impact of environmental factors? Will we
find out why some patients, but not others, respond
particularly well or badly to medication? Can we envisage a
time when treatment is personalised on the basis of a better
understanding of the biological component? Will gene
discovery lead to rational drug development? This is the big
hope of the pharmaceutical industry and our hope too.
Everyone benefits if safer, better drugs can be developed
faster and cheaper. Of course, we want all of the answers
today, but maybe, just maybe, we will have some by next
May Day.
Sometimes, you can
tell a lot by just
comparing a newly
discovered gene with
the existing catalogue,
but this one turns out
to be quite unlike any
previously identified
gene. However, genes
rarely act alone.
Professor David Porteous,
Medical Genetics Section,
Molecular Medicine Centre,
Western General Hospital,
Edinburgh.
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ExhibitEd

The Talbot Rice Gallery
Programme July - December 2001
The Talbot Rice Gallery in Old College is the Art Gallery of the University of Edinburgh. Opened in 1975, it was
named after David Talbot Rice, Professor of Fine Art at the University from 1934 to 1972. The gallery has two
main spaces: the Red Gallery devoted to showing part of the University Torrie Collection of Old Master
paintings and bronzes; and the White Gallery showing approximately seven temporary exhibitions per year.
1

Airworks
Patricia Macdonald 
Edinburgh Festival: 26 July - 7 Sept

(Gallery hours extended to 
Mon-Sat 10-5, Sun 2-5)

Patricia Macdonald is well-known for
her amazing aerial photographs
which show landscape as abstract
artforms. This new exhibition
includes several innovative ways of
looking at Macdonald’s work. Visitors
can buy a beautiful catalogue and
can also take part in the varied
events programme.
1

2

3

Change of State No1: Melting ice,
Forest of Atholl & Rannoch Moor #2,
Patricia Macdonald

The Levels Series: Sandbar, North Uist,
Patricia Macdonald

Tor, mixed media
Philip Reeves Retrospective

Country Life, Wang Mengqi
Contemporary Chinese Art

4



2

3

4

Contemporary 
Chinese Art
29 September - 3 November

Philip Reeves
Retrospective
9 November - 15 December

A unique opportunity to see
present-day paintings and sculpture
direct from China. The influence of
traditional Chinese art is often
apparent but there are many other
facets to these works. A programme
of linked Chinese events is being
planned.

A long-overdue survey of the work
of this respected Glasgow-based
maker of collages and prints. A
collaboration with the Hunterian
Gallery. Full events programme.
✱
The Historic 
Instruments Collection

Edinburgh University Collection of
Historic Musical Instruments has one of
the most active publications
programmes of all musical instrument
collections worldwide.

EUCHMI has just published three
measured technical drawings of 18th
century trumpets.

Baroque music is now nearly always
played on “period” instruments, typically
stringed instruments of the time restored
to their original set-ups and copies of
original woodwinds. The revival of the
baroque trumpet, however, has been the
most problematic. The trumpet has
evolved over the last two hundred years
into an instrument with very different
playing properties and tone quality from
the much baroque instrument of the
same name: louder dynamics have been
achieved at the expense of timbre.
Because of the difficulties, some players
have used compromise instruments
which look from a distance like baroque
trumpets but in fact have added tone-
holes.

The University’s Collection of Historic
Musical Instruments has made a
contribution to greater fidelity to the
baroque sound-world by publishing
these drawings, which contain all the
information a trumpet maker needs to
make an instrument with the same
acoustical properties as the original. The
drawings have been drafted by Dr
Raymond Parks, Honorary Fellow in the
Faculty of Music.

Dr Arnold Myers, Director and Curator,
Edinburgh University Collection of
Historic Musical Instruments,

Natural trumpet by John Christopher
Hofmaster (London, circa 1760) with
associated trumpet banner.
Photograph by Antonia Reeve.
The Gallery is open during term time from 10am-8pm Monday to Friday, and from
10:30am-2:30pm on Saturday and Sunday, (10.30am-4.30 pm Monday to Friday outwith
University term-time). For information on forthcoming exhibitions, Tel: 0131 650 2306
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Joseph Black (1728-1799)
Even the most eminent of professors were students
once. Joseph Black was no exception. A letter to his
father, with its original spelling (now in the University
Library), expresses many of the concerns still
experienced by students 250 years later: financial
worries, concern for his distant and scattered family,
and sense of excitement at the research needed for
his MD thesis. This had its basis in a controversy on
lithotriptic medicines (for dissolving the stone in the
bladder, as an alternative to surgery) which had
recently been introduced into the pharmacopoeia
and which was raging at the time. His thesis, with the
title De humore acido a cibis orto, et Magnesia Alba,
was presented and accepted in 1754 and established
Black as a scientific medical man to be cultivated. In
1756 he succeeded Cullen as Professor of Anatomy
and Chemistry at Glasgow, only to do the same thing
ten years later at Edinburgh, which was regarded as
the senior Chair. One of the leading scientists of his
generation, his reputation helped establish
Edinburgh as one of the leading universities in the
United Kingdom.
Most Honoured Sir

It has given me great pleasure since I have been in
this Town to hear from Mr. Alexander of your being well & I
intended sooner to have given you the news of my having quitted
Furnaces & Fumes and Sulphur & Nitre but I also hoped at the
same time to have let you know that I had finished your Plan &
Built up again The Columns of Bordeaux in spite of the French
King - however it has not yet been in my power to accomplish
that Work as the Copies of Vitruvius are scarce here & it is hard
to get at them —— I am extreamly happy in my present situation
but at the same time I find my Edinburgh Expenses will far
exceed those of Glasgow for the very fees & books for 5 classes
will encrease them considerably.

Both Mr. & Mrs. Russel are the most easy frank
People imaginable & he besides a consummate Knowledge of his
Business has a very ingenious turn for mechanical contrivances
& is very ready at inventing machines for the Purposes of
natural Philosophy so that you may suppose his conversation will
not only be very usefull to me but also extreamly agreable.

I am now thinking upon a Thesis for taking my
Degree & Propose to myself a subject which has lately from some
new Discoveries of two of the Professors here turned out a very
curious one - I mean the Properties & virtues of Lime Water in
Dissolving the Stone in the Bladder which if it turns out as it
promises will be one of the most usefull medecines in the materia
medica & particularly worthy of attention as it shows a tendency
to remove one of the most excruciating Disorders that render men
miserable. The Discoveries of Dr. White & Dr. Alston are
cheifly from Experiments of its dissolving power upon the Stone
taken out of the Body & these are very curious indeed but not
numerous enough & and the two Professors disagree too about
its effects & draw very different conclusions from their tryals so
that nothing can be determined without a greater number of
Experiments now these are all of the Chemical kind & here my
Chemistry will be of very great service to me.

I have heard lately from my Sister & Brother in
Aberdeen & they are all very well as are also The Provost here
& all his good Family — I am Dearest Sir your most affectionate
& Dutyfull Son
Joseph Black
Edinburgh. 2d December.

1752
Many thanks to Peter Freshwater from the University Library for his assistance with this feature.
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scientists of his
generation, Black’s
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establish Edinburgh
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lettersLetters
The EDiT Prize Letter
In the Field

The following is an extract from a letter from
Frances E. Whitfield about some of the
expeditions she enjoyed as part of the Biolog
group in the mid fifties. She was inspired to
write having read Ann Silver’s reminiscences in
the Summer 2000 issue of Edit.

It was on Jura the following summer that one
member with a poisoned leg had to be taken off
the island to hospital in Inverness. To reach the
boat from where we were in the far north of the
island, he was transported slowly on the back of a
highland pony over the hills and bogs. One runner
went ahead to find a telephone and by the time
our little cavalcade had reached the post office
and pier the whole island population seemed to
have heard about “the poor wee lad”. In those
parts news travelled fast......The island of Mull
produced yet more wonders and delights: on the
western “wilderness” we found fossil trees and
watched the aerial antics of choughs and ravens -
this while enjoying some of the best sunshine I
have ever experienced........On Sunday mornings
the postman serenaded us on the bagpipes. He
had on his Sunday best: his postman’s uniform.
The kilt was kept for weekday deliveries you
understand......From Mull we took a small boat to
Iona to spend the day walking right round the
island in the pouring rain. We returned in the
evening soaked to the skin and were driven
straight to a ceilidh where two exhausted
students embarrassed the rest by sleeping and
snoring throughout the whole evening - even
through bagpipe solos played in confined spaces!
Sometimes the Sutherland nights were noisy: one
student often sat astride the bothy roof
serenading the stars on his clarinet and the fishing
fleets would edge in ashore to nose out what was
going on.

Frances Whitfield, B.Sc., 1958

Bedfordshire
The following is an extract from a letter written by the Poet
and Author Isabel Gillard to a friend in Haddington about a
particular recollection of her time at the University of
Edinburgh in the early fifties.

Forty-Forty Vision
“Ah wiz thinkin’ o’ thon Chinese Restaurant ower frae the
University, oor alma mater - the university ah mean - an’ hoo
daurin’ we falt fillin’ oor plates wi’ oceans o’ rice, exotic veges an’
a meaty substance somme rumoured rat, while ithers pinted oot
there wiz nae sign o’ Bletherskite, their auld fat cat.

We took nae herm although in time the vegan diet in the union
gied me sixteen-month pause wi’ yon T.B. that naebody suffers
fae now.

Bit, tae git back tae the Chinese establishment, is it no queer
whit they were indited fur wiz no’ misleadin’ the clientele, bit
perevertin’ them wi’ ither noxious substance, gaun under the
blanket term o’ ‘drugs’.

First it wiz shut doon, syne demolished. There’s a wee gressy
space there noo, an ebryo lung in Chambers Street, wi’ a nice
auld, stane wa’ fur background, gittin’ covered wi’ some upwardly
mobile plants - they could be japonicas or jasmine, appropriately
Eastern onyway.

Embro’s gey drug-crazed noo, they say. The Chinese must hae
done a guid job, an’ yit they aye seemed freendly-like. Maybe
they felt they were spreadin’ joy an’ pleasure. There’s a thocht!

Fur years ah thocht that opium wiz somethin’ that the Chinese
gied tae us, bit juist fund oot it wiz the British Empire gied it tae
them, via the East Indian route. Talk about craws comin’ haim tae
roost!

The empire isnae whit it wiz - or dae ah mean it’s whit it’s
always been - only we niver saw it straight in they beglamoured
days. 

Yer alma soror, I.G.

Isabel Gillard, M.A. 1953, Dip Ed 1955

Stafford

Omniana: The Graduation Cap
As a graduate of the University of Edinburgh, I am surprised to

read of the claimed origin of the graduation cap. My
understanding has always been that the cap belonged to the
“Chelsea sage”, Thomas Carlyle (1795 - 1881), who was a
graduate of the University (about 1813), lived in Edinburgh for
several years, and served a term as Lord Rector from 1866. By
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1849, when the cap was presumably made, he had moved
to London, but both he and his wife visited Scotland that
year.

My belief has been that the cap used at St Andrews
University graduations once belonged to John Knox, but I
have no confirmation of that.

Mary B. Ratcliff, MA, 1949, MBChB, 1953

Edinburgh

From time to time in conversation with people I mention the
‘capping’ ceremony at the University of Edinburgh and
suggest that it may be of biblical origin.

“And the Lord answered Moses, ‘Single out Joshua son of
Nun, an inspired man, and lay your HAND upon him...Invest
him with some of your authority, so that the whole Israelite
community may obey.’” (Numbers 27, 18-20)

Professor Asher S. Kaufman, B.S.c., 1945, B.S.c. Hons
Physics, 1948, Ph.D. 1954

Jerusalem, Israel

✱ ✱ ✱

I was a student at the University of Edinburgh from 1929 -
1932, when I graduated as M.A.. My surname was then
Percy.

I well remember the University, and enjoyed every minute
of my training. I specialised in Maths and Physics and I
especially enjoyed the physics classes where we had a
very outstanding Professor whom we adored. During our
time he was working on the atom, which he managed to
split - for which he got the Nobel prize. I think his name
was Professor Barcla, or Barclay. I regret I am not sure
about this, but he was a wonderful person.

After graduating, I went to Moray House, and became a
teacher of maths and science in different schools in
Sutherland for a few years. I then got married, and after
that my teaching was part-time relief work, as married
women did not get proper jobs at that time in teaching. I
retired after another few years.

I am always interested in Edinburgh University News, and
wonder if there is anyone else alive who was in that physics
class. (I am now aged 90.) I would be glad to know.

Norma K. Sutherland

Sutherland

✱ ✱ ✱

I was interested to note, in the most recent edition of EDiT,
that one of your contributors claimed to be a founder
member of the University of Edinburgh Ski Club in about
1947. Admittedly there was a lot of snow from 29 January
until May of that year but the ski club was founded eleven
years earlier.
c o l l e c t i o n s
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My wife and I and Donnie MacKenzie and his wife, as
principal guests, enjoyed a very happy evening at
Prestonfield House in January 1986 to celebrate  the
fiftieth anniversary of the ski club.

Ian J Fleming, BSc 1937

Edinburgh

✱ ✱ ✱

First let me say how much I enjoy receiving EDiT at my
Toronto address. However, I want to take issue with the
Letter from Edinburgh in the Summer 2000 issue. The
letter dated 23 October 1869, was written by Edith
Pechey. Edith was one of five women who began
studying  medicine at the University of Edinburgh that
year.

In the explanatory note in the left hand column the writer
stated: “They were the first women medical
undergraduates in a British university”.

When my biography of Dr Emily Stowe was published
(Hannah Institute and Dundern Press, Toronto 1991), I
wanted to begin with the statement that Emily was the
first woman doctor in Canada. However, someone was
bound to enquire, “What about Dr James Stuart Miranda
Barry?” Now my turn has come to raise the same
question.

Dr James Barry (1790 - 1865) graduated in medicine at
Edinburgh in 1812. She was accepted because she
disguised her sex in 1809. In 1857 she was serving in
Canada as Inspector-General of (military) Hospitals. Thus I
had to proclaim Emily Stowe as the first Canadian woman
to practise medicine in Canada.

Dr Barry’s sex was revealed to a few doctors who
treated her, but not until her body was being prepared for
burial did anyone outside the profession learn the truth.
Even then some claimed that she was a male
hermaphrodite.

Mary Beacock Fryer, Hons. M.A., 1954

Toronto, Canada

Write to EDiT;; win a prize

EDiT wants to hear your views on the issues raised by contributors.
The writer of the most distinctive letter to the next issue will win a
prize for their efforts.

All letters are welcome and should be addressed to 
Anne McKelvie, Editor, EDiT, Communications & Public Affairs, 
The University of Edinburgh Centre, 7-11 Nicolson Street,
Edinburgh EH8 9BE.

Email: A.McKelvie@ed.ac.uk
c o l l e c t i o n s
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Reunions & Events

for Edinburgh graduates world wide
University of Edinburgh alumni across the UK and around the world get together to
network and socialise. To find out what’s happening in your area, simply request a
copy of our Alumni Contact booklet using the Information Please form on page 43.
2001 Reunion Programme
1941 MB ChB
31 August 2001, The Raeburn Room, Old College
Contact: Dr Maud Mather, 41 Beech Lane, Romiley,
Stockport, Cheshire, SK6 4AF

1961 MB ChB 40th Anniversary
Reunion
2 - 4 September 2001, Hilton Dunkeld House Hotel,
Perthshire. Contact: Dr Ivor Davie, 26 Kingsburgh
Road, Edinburgh, EH12 6DZ  
Email: ivor@davie41.freeserve.co.uk

1966 MB ChB
31 August 2001 - 2 September 2001
Contact: Dr J Ruth Mackenzie, 23 Cammo Crescent,
Edinburgh, EH4 8DZ

1970 MA (Economics)
25 August 2001, Raeburn Room, Old College
Contact: Mr Roderick Gunkel, Orchardlea, Callander,
Perthshire, FK17 8BG

1970 - 72 Postgraduate residents of
Mylnes Court/Philip Henman Hall 
Saturday 15 September 2001, 12 noon at the Ensign
Ewart. For those who arrrive early, the organizers will
be available in Deacon Brodie’s on the evening of
Friday 14 September. Spouses, guests and adult
children are most welcome.
Contact: Simon Cunningham: 1-212-963-4739 (New
York number) cunningham@un.org 
Or Michael Thrusfield: 0131 650 6223
M.Thrusfield@ed.ac.uk   
Even if you cannot make it this time, please contact the
organizers so that you can be invited to future events.

1971 BDS
26 - 27 October 2001, Hilton Dunkeld House Hotel,
Dunkeld. Contact: Mr William Mathers, Halfway
House, Dippenhall, Farnham, Surrey, GU10 5DU

1971 BVM&S
2 - 4 November 2001, Bruntsfield Hotel, Edinburgh.
Accommodation available.
Contact: Mr Steele Finlay, Tel: 01887 830871, mobile:
0774 7618 308, Email: Rsteelefin@AOL.com

1980 Architecture & 1980/1981
Diploma in Architecture
date & venue tba
Contact: Mrs Elizabeth Acheson, Tyndrum, Acre Rd,
Muirhouses, Bo’ness, West Lothian, EH51 9SX

1981 Medical Final Year Club
28 - 30 September 2001, Peebles Hydro Hotel
Contact: Carol Johnston, Goshen Bank, Edenside
Road, Kelso, Roxburghshire, TD5 7BS

1991 BSc Chemistry/
Environmental Chemistry
10 Year Reunion 
Saturday 29 September 2001, Dinner at Carlton
Hotel, Edinburgh 
Contact: Neil Blezard, Tel: 01786 445865 or Graeme
Cruickshank, Tel: 0191  246 2633 
2002 Reunion
Programme

1952/53 MB ChB 
26 - 28 June 2002, Macdonald Holyrood Hotel,
Edinburgh
Contact: Dr Ian S McRobbie, Moordale, Broadgait
Green, Gullane, East Lothian, EH31 2DW

1957 MB ChB 
Date & venue tbc
Contact: Professor Gerard Slavin, 8 Normanhurst
Park, Darley Dale, nr Matlock, DE4 3BQ

1962 MB ChB
31 May - 2 June 2002, Peebles Hotel Hydro
Contact: Dr Hamish Polson, 16 Blinkbonny
Terrace, Edinburgh, EH4 3NA

1964 MB ChB 
30 August - 1 September 2002, Ottawa, Canada
Contact: Dr Neil MacGillivray, 28 India Street,
Edinburgh, EH3 6HB

1967 BSc Chemical Engineering
Date & venue tba
Contact: Mr Ron Hill, 37 Upper Gray Street,
Edinburgh, EH9 1SN

1977 MB ChB Final Year Group
30 August - 1 September 2002, Hilton Dunkeld
House Hotel. Contact: Professor O J Garden,
Dept of Clinical & Surgical Sciences, Royal
Infirmary of Edinburgh, Lauriston Place,
Edinburgh, EH3 9YW

1982 MB ChB
Date & venue tbc - poss. Peebles Hydro in June
Contact: Dr Andrew T Elder, 8 Murrayfield Drive,
Edinburgh, EH12 6EB

Edinburgh University Canoe Club
30th Anniversary Dinner
If you were ever a member of EUCC, you are
cordially invited to attend this event. For more
information please go to
www.canoereunion.co.uk or telephone Fearghal
Kelly on 0131 667 4258

2002 Events
Alumni Association of Hong Kong
Early 2002
Cocktail and Buffet Reception to celebrate the
visit to Hong Kong by the Prinicipal.
Contact: Murray Burton on (852) 2291-6111
(office), Email: rmburton@vcihk.com.hk 
or Daniel Fu, Email: daniel.fu@tropicana.com.

1971 MB ChB 
16 - 18 November 2001, Hilton Dunblane Hydro.
Contact: Dr Walter Nimmo, Inveresk Research,
Tranent, EH33 2NE  
Or email: Sue.Menzies@ ec.u-net.com 
Hong Kong alumni St Andrew’s Day celebration,
left to right: Alan Dalgleish, Sally Greig, 
Murray Burton, Tim Goodman, Sir James Hodge,
Daniel Fu.

General Council lunch, February 2001, with
guest speaker, novelist Ian Rankin, Alumnus
of the Year 1999

Veterinary Graduates of 1950 -
50th anniversary reunion
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InformEdFundraising news

Industry signs up to support top Electrical Engineer

£2m Scholarship Bo

Brain Campaign
Raises £249,000
Professor John Roulston
of BAE Systems, one of
the six firms in the
scheme, examines
electronic equipment
produced in Scotland for
the export market.
ing Students

ost

THE DEPARTMENT of Electronics & Electrical
Engineering has secured £2m of support for
students from 6 leading technology companies. A
pilot scheme for 10 scholarships is already
underway supported by BAE SYSTEMS, Tality Corp
(formerly Cadence Design Systems) and Agilent
(formerly Hewlett Packard). In October, the scheme
will be extended to 33 scholarships per annum when
the involvement of those companies is increased and
they are joined by National Semiconductor, ST
Microelectronics and Racal MESL.

In addition to an annual award of £1000 per
annum, the scholarships also cover work
placements at the companies and support during
an MEng project, should the students wish to
proceed to the higher degree. Each scholarship is
worth between £18,000 and £25,000 to a student
over their University course and will be awarded to
the top students entering the Department for their
first year of study, following interviews with 
the companies.
Colin Adams, Vice President and General

Manager of Tality’s Livingston Design Centre said:
“We selected the University of Edinburgh for this
programme because its Electronics & Electrical
Engineering Department is the highest rated in
Scotland. There is a very real shortage of engineers
in the UK , and engineers are the lifeblood of our
company. By offering mentoring, on-the-job design
training and financial assistance to high achieving
students, we can help them achieve their potential
more quickly. Of course, we hope that they will
become candidates for engineering positions at
Tality when they graduate”.

Professor Peter Grant, Head of Department, is
delighted by the success of the scheme:
“These generous scholarships show the value
placed on our graduates by industry and will be of
enormous benefit to us in assisting our top
students financially”.
THE “BRAIN CAMPAIGN” to raise funds for the
fight against debilitating brain diseases has
raised £249,000 towards its target of £450,000.
The money will be used to employ both a
dedicated research scientist and a senior
neuroradiologist for the next three years to
interpret the brain images from the MRI
(magnetic resonance imaging) Scanner, housed
in the SHEFC Brain Imaging Research Centre at
the Western General Hospital.

Diseases affecting the brain are very common
and range from sudden life-threatening illness
that occur without warning (such as stroke),
through more gradual yet equally disabling
conditions (such as brain tumours and
Alzheimer’s disease), to chronic disorders of the
mind which profoundly disrupt the patient’s life
and that of their carers (like depression and
schizophrenia). Disorders of the nervous system
are responsible for approximately five percent of
all acute medical admissions in the UK. Nearly
ten percent of the population consult their GP
each year with a neurological symptom.

Dr Joanna Wardlaw and some of her team in the Brain
Imaging Research Centre for Scotland.
THE SUTTON TRUST has awarded £71,000
over 2 years to the University’s Schools and
Colleges Liaison Service to develop
Pathways to the Professions, a project
launched on 18 June 2001 by the Principal
and Peter Lampl, founder of the Trust.

The Project will employ an officer to
develop links with faculties, school students
and their families and professional bodies
with a view to increasing the number of
applicants from under-represented groups
to courses leading to professional
qualifications. In the first phase the project
will concentrate on initiatives to widen
participation in Law and Medicine.

The Sutton Trust was founded in 1997 by
Peter Lampl with the aim of providing
educational opportunities for able young
people from non-privileged backgrounds.
They have funded projects mainly in
England, including summer schools, in-
service training for teachers,
independent/state school partnerships and
research. 

The Project team would be particularly
keen to hear from Law or Medicine
graduates in the Lothians who would be
interested in offering work observation or
mentoring opportunities to local school
students. For further information on the
programme please contact Sandy
Hutcheson, Development Officer for
Widening Access on 0131 650 4360 or
sandy.hutcheson@ed.ac.uk.

Pathways to
the Professions

Legacies
THE UNIVERSITY of Edinburgh has
benefited from a number of legacies
including:

● £55,917 from the late Mrs Christiana
MacFarlane to establish a prize in
memory of her husband (Dr James
Hamish MacFarlane - MB ChB 1932)

● £51,000 from the estate of Miss Nan
Watson Murray for Neurosciences

● £34,646 from the estate of Professor
Emeritus David O Marsh (MB ChB 1956)

Giving through your Will is an easy and
flexible way for you to support the
University, while still ensuring that your
family and friends have been provided for. If
you would like further information on how to
do this, please tick the box on p 43.
E D i T  39
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THESE ARE some of the questions we get asked

frequently. We try to answer these questions by

developing a programme which builds on the goodwill of

our alumni, strengthens the University community

worldwide and provides opportunities for you to

contribute to the life of the University. How do we do

this? Quite simply, we look to our alumni to help us. We

now have a large number of people who have

volunteered to ‘fly the flag’, who are happy to ‘get

involved’ in various ways and who really play an

important role in helping us implement the alumni

programme. 

We wanted an opportunity to talk to alumni about

developing this network of interest and about channelling

it in a meaningful way to benefit the University through,

for example;
● student recruitment
● developing business links 
● providing graduate employment and work 

placement opportunities 
● fundraising

There are so many ways in which alumni can become

more involved in the life of the University, and help

sustain Edinburgh’s excellent reputation. If you’d like to

find out more about contributing to the alumni

programme, please tick the box on the Information

Please coupon on page 43. We look forward to hearing

from you.

The Alumni
Programme 
Is it for me?
“I’ve just come to live in Melbourne and don’t
know anyone. Are there any Edinburgh grads
here?”  

“I had a great time playing football at university
- how can I get news about the club’s activities
and can I help in any way?” 

“I would like to ask everyone coming to our
reunion to make a financial contribution to the
University. Can you help me do this?” 
0 E D i T  
above: Lt Col Jack
Wishart

left: Anne-Sylvie
Vassenaix, France

below left and bottom:
Some of the 41
volunteers who took
part in the Seminar Day

below:
Andrew Galli &
Harriet Hoskyns-
Abrahall, USA
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InformEd

The Alumni 
Programme 
and You

“It was heartening
to have input from
alumni engaged in
putting something
of all this into
practice.”

“The programme
had been most
carefully thought
out and excellently
put together.” 
A SEMINAR DAY on 7 April brought together reunion
organisers, committee members of alumni clubs and people
who had helped at events like ALUMNI 2000 and the
Edinburgh Glasgow Boat Race.  Professor Roland Ibbett, Vice
President of The Development Trust opened the seminar and
Professor Geoffrey Boulton, Vice-Principal for International
Relations, spoke about the University’s aim to build up
sustained engagement with particular countries or regions.
Alumni from home and overseas discussed how they could
help, gave us their comments on our programme for the future
and, most important of all, encouraged each other to broaden
their thinking about their role as an alumnus of the University
of Edinburgh. 

Representatives of the alumni group in Atlanta and the
recently formed Alumni de l’Université d’Edimbourg en France
were present to talk about the ways in which their activities
are able to support the University whilst at the same time
enabling alumni to get together, enjoy themselves and
network. 

Anne-Sylvie Vassenaix, a young lawyer in France,
enthusiastically described the group’s achievements in its first
year and gave a taste of the plans for the future.  The website
has been set up (www.edalumfrance.org) and a monthly
‘permanence’ organised at The Auld Alliance in Paris.

Lt Colonel Jack Wishart (above, left), who had organised a
40th anniversary reunion of his 1960 BSc (Chemistry) class in
2000, spoke very movingly of his commitment to supporting
his University. This led him to asking his classmates at the
reunion to consider doing the same: 

“There are three things which have shaped my life: this
University, marrying my wife and joining the Army. Had
education not offered me a way to capitalise on my natural
gifts, I would not have met my wife, I would not have joined
the Army and I would not be here today. I cannot exaggerate
the debt I owe to my education. Because of that, I care deeply
about my University. Its reputation is important to me.

“I want our University to be in a position to defend its
interests and maintain its standards. I want our university to be
in a position where it can help needy students when required. I
want our University to be the beacon of excellence it has been
for generations. I want you to want what I want, too. And I
want you and your peers to help achieve this.”

We aim to build on the feedback we received from the
Seminar Day and hope you will consider contributing to the
next one - probably Easter 2002. 
DR SUSAN HARDMAN MOORE, of the
International Office, has been looking at the
many different aspects of studying at
Edinburgh as an overseas student, as part of
the University’s international strategy.
Alumni can play an important role here, also.
Edinburgh has been attracting the best
students from abroad for 400 years, a
tradition of which we are proud. This
magazine goes to individuals throughout the
world. The University is truly an international
institution.

We are particularly keen to strengthen ties
where strong links already exist, for example
in the USA and Canada; Hong Kong, China,
Taiwan and Japan; Malaysia and Singapore;
the Middle East; India. A recent event in
Calgary demonstrates that this is a two-way
process.

While on sabbatical leave in British
Columbia, Dr Colin Coates, Director of the
Canadian Studies Institute at Edinburgh,
joined 56 alumni and guests at the University
of Edinburgh Reunion in Calgary. He brought
greetings from the Principal and gave a
fascinating update on events in Edinburgh,
featuring recent institutional successes and
some of the challenges facing the University.

Attendees showed considerable interest in
the new Alumni Passport and the associated
services, particularly those available to them
when they return to Scotland as visitors.
They were also interested in study abroad
programmes which they and/or their
university-age children might access.

We welcome support from alumni in the
countries mentioned or from those who have
an interest in these parts of the world.
Development and Alumni Services would like
to hear from you.

Worldwide
Web

Calgary, November 2000; Terry Penelhum, Hazel Sangster,
Colin Coates, Tom Brown, Mike McMordie, Brenda Tweedie
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Career Contacts Can you help?
The Careers Service is building up a database of graduates who are willing to help
current students of the University gain an insight into the world of work by acting as
career contacts. The contact is most likely to involve an informal discussion about your
job or area of expertise by telephone or email and should not take up too much of your
time. Experience suggests that you won’t get more than 2 or 3 enquiries per year.

If you graduated after 1975 and are willing to act as a career contact, please tick
the box or email the address on the Information Please form.

If you responded to our request for career contacts in 1998 and are still interested
in offering help, please respond as above as this is necessary to meet Data Protection
requirements.

Passport to 
the University

Edinburgh University
Rugby Club
The members of Edinburgh University Rugby Club are eagerly looking forward to next
season when they will be organising a tour to either South America or Canada. To
raise funds they will be holding a number of events, including a black tie dinner
following the Calcutta Cup. They are also hoping to revitalise links with past members
of the team by giving them the opportunity to attend these events and to buy rugby
shirts, ties, and a book about the history of the club written by a former captain,
Ian Stevens.

If you would like to find out more, please tick the box or email the address on the
Information Please form and we will send further details.

The Edinburgh University
Graduates’ Association
The Association aims to help graduates keep in touch with their fellow students and
their Alma Mater. Any graduate, former student or member of the teaching or
administrative staff is eligible to join:

Life membership: £150
10 year: £100
Annual: £12

The Association publishes a Journal twice a year which is sent free to members,
who are encouraged to submit material for publication. The Association elects its own
Office-bearers and Committee; branches exist throughout the UK, and they arrange
social events, lectures and expeditions.
For more information, see www.dev.ed.ac.uk/gradassoc
To join, please tick the relevant box on the Information Please form.

Over 3000 Passports have now been
issued to alumni, allowing them to
take advantage of many University
facilities, often at discounted rates.
Have you got your Passport yet?

If not, please tick the box on the
adjacent Information Please form to
request one.
You can find out more about the
Passport by visiting our website:
www.dev.ed.ac.uk/passport
To request information, please tick the appropriate boxes, complete the address
block and return to: Development & Alumni Services, The University of
Edinburgh, FREEPOST, Old College, South Bridge, EDINBURGH, EH8 0LN,
Scotland, UK. Email: Development@ed.ac.uk

Title & Full Name

Maiden Name (if married)

Year of Graduation:             

Degree & Subject

Address:

Post Code

Tel Fax Email

ALUMNI ACTIVITIES & SERVICES
■■ Please send me my Alumni Passport
■■ Please send me the Alumni Contact booklet listing groups and clubs across

the world
■■ Please send me a copy of your Guidelines on Organising a Reunion
■■ Please send me details of the Swan Hellenic Cruise
■■ I am willing to act as a Careers Contact
■■ I wish to join the Graduates’ Association (please enclose a cheque payable

to the University of Edinburgh Graduates’ Association)
■■ I would like to help with the Alumni Programme (sse page 40)
■■ Please send me information about Rugby Club events and merchandise.

MAKING A DONATION 
■■ Please send me information on how to make a donation to the Alumni Fund,

which supports a range of activities throughout the University.
■■ Please send me information on leaving a legacy to the University.
■■ Please send me information on how to make a donation to the Neil

Campbell Appeal.

LOST ALUMNI & GRADUATE UPDATES

Do you know of a fellow graduate who has recently moved to a new address or
who is not getting University publications? If so, please give us their details.

Title & Full Name

Degree & Subject

Address

Post Code

Tel Fax Email

WORLD SERVICE
Please give us news to be included in future editions of EDiT. We also welcome
photographs - please send an SAE if you wish them returned.

Title & Full Name

Maiden Name (if married)

Year of Graduation Degree & Subject

Address

Post Code 

Tel Fax Email

Update:

Information Please
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World service
Mr James S Williams BCom 1930 Celebrated
90th birthday in 2000.

Cecil G McGregor BSc 1931 Past President Saint
Andrew Society, Past Chairman Council Clan
Gregor.

Mr Geoffrey D Rouse BSc 1933 7th grandchild is
in his last year at Edinburgh University studying
forestry.  Oldest grandchild was married last year
and the youngest one has won a naval
scholarship.

Dr A C Mackenzie MB ChB 1935 Retired 1976
Environmental Health and Infectious Diseases
Consultant.

Mrs Jean K Gilliland née Matthew BCom 1936
Still alive (83) and writing entries for the New
Dictionary of National Biography.

Dr Patrick W Hannay MB ChB 1937 Always happy
to welcome old friends. 

Mrs Marguerite H Roberts née Considine BSc
1938 Has a daughter Mrs Gillean Hoehnke and a
granddaughter Miss Tessa Roberts de Fernandez
who are both graduates of Edinburgh. Celebrated
diamond wedding on 7/9/99.

Mrs Jane S Grounds née Robson MA 1939
Emigrated to SA in 1947 with John Lovell (1st
husband). Taught at Roedean School (SA).
Remarried after husband’s death. Headmistress
of Kingsmead Girl’s School (SA). Retired 1982.
Regularly visits Edinburgh.

1940s
Mr John J Molloy MA 1940 Poem, ‘A Scottish
Country Scene’, has now been published on the
internet at www.poetry.com (search for an ILP
Poet - John Molloy).  

Dr John A Macfarlane MB ChB 1941 Retired for
20 years.  Following pair of new knees now
capable of golf and gardening.

Mrs Rachel E Bradshaw née Quinnell BSc 1942
Is now 80 and continues to correspond with
fellow graduates and looks forward to receiving
news of the University.

Wing Cmdr Alastair C Chambre BSc 1942
Enjoying a quiet retired life!

Mrs Helen M Zach née Campbell MA 1943 Has
been writing as a columnist weekly for Ealing
Gazette Series & monthly for the W. London
Times Series on issues around growing older. 3
years as Branch Chair of Ealing Labour Party. On a
variety of committees.

Dr D D C Mould BSc 1943 PhD 1946 ACAIR of
Stornoway have just reprinted ‘West Over Sea
(Outer Hebrides)’ book of 1953, which they
describe as a classic travel text of the 1950s. Has
just completed writing a book on Iceland.

Dr William J Guild BSc 1944 Life President Royal
National Lifeboat Institute.

Mrs Jessie H Barr née Hay MA 1944 Dip 1945

Dr Kenneth W Blaikie MB ChB 1947 DTM&H
1954 Elected to Fellowship in September 1998
by Council of the Royal New Zealand College of
General Practitioners and is now entitled to
use the designation FRNZCGP.

1930s
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Taught for twenty-five years, raised four sons,
now has six grandchildren aged six to fourteen.
Golden wedding not too distant.

Mr J A N Burra BSc 1945 BSc 1947 Just retired -
living a quiet life!

Mrs Mabel F Adam née Esplin MA 1945 Has now
done 500 weekly programmes - ‘Book matters’
on Radio Tay. Covers wide range of books and
interviews.

Mr John C Foster MB ChB 1945 Still active in
Medico-Legal work.

Dr William L Barton MB ChB 1945 Presently
Chairman of The Exmouth Disabled Fellowship - a
charity providing ‘fellowship’ for the elderly,
lonely and disabled.

Dr William Lonie BSc 1946 Actively engaged in
Border history and archaeology.

Dr Frank L Rawson MB ChB 1946 Tasmania is a
lovely place to live, similar to Scotland in many
ways -  but with a Mediterranean climate.

Mr William Finlayson BSc 1947 Returned to
Central Java; occasional work editing and writing
on forestry.

Mr Brian B Mayes MA 1948 Retired but fully
occupied in local community work and visiting
scattered family.  Would be pleased to hear from
anyone who remembers him (Cosmopolitan
Club?  Dramatic Society?)

Mr Robert K Campbell BSc 1948 Strathclyde
Regional Councillor 1994-6.  Inverclyde Councillor
since 1996.

Mrs Jean Moffat Risk Wilson née Scott BSc 1948
Jean Moffat Risk Wilson (née Scott) passed away
on 12th January 2001 in Truro, Nova Scotia,
Canada.  Educated at Crail Public School, Waid
Academy and Dunfermline High School.
Graduated West of Scotland Agricultural College,
Auchincruive in 1949. 

Rev Ainslie Walton MA 1949 Continuing to work
in TV and church part time.

Dr John McQuaid PhD 1949 In Who’s Who in the
World (for a second time). Unpublished one-page
feature - The Essential Verticality of Wave Motion 

1950s
Mr David B Anderson MA 1950 Further travel last
year - Malaysia, China, France, Faroes, Kenya,
Madagascar.  60 countries visited since 1987.

Mrs Janet D Buchanan-Smith née Lawrie MA
1951 Since the death of her husband Alick
Buchanan-Smith MP, has continued to work
politically. Also has an interest in the family farm
in Balerno.

Mr Denis G Ractliffe BCom 1951
Hobbies/pursuits - exercise classes; needs to
complete one more half marathon to have done
20.  Keen to travel to the Far East - India, Malaysia
and Singapore.

Mr William G Myles MA 1951 BCom 1951 Will be
75 shortly.  He and his wife are heavily involved
with PROBUS, of which he is a life member. They
emigrated to Australia in 1991 and are thoroughly
enjoying the Oz lifestyle.

Dr William J Leckie MB ChB 1952 MD 1964 1998-
99 President Gankelilla Lions Club. 1999
Gankelilla Citizen of the Year. Chairman, Aife
Education, South Australia. Started farming.

Mr John S Wellwood BSc 1952 Second grand-
daughter Ailsa Grace Wellwood born 23 May
1998.

Dr Gerald J Nairn MB ChB 1952 Employed as
Casual Medical Officer supervising the health of
coal miners.

Dr A Oliver Wilson MB ChB 1952 Foundation
President of World Association for Psychosocial
Rehabilitation and member of Board of Directors.
V.M.Beichterev Medal 1989 (Beichterev Institute
St Petersburg).  Regional Consultant DHSS Ex-
Services Mental Welfare Society.  More
importantly wonderful wife, three sons, five
grandchildren and two good guitars! For more
entertainment see ‘Who’s Who in Scotland’.

Mr David C Lyon BSc 1953 Still going strong.
Had successful reunion in 1993.

Dr Ann Silver BSc 1953 PhD 1961 Long retired
from gainful employment but spends most of her
time editing and helping overseas authors.  Also
gives courses to PhD students on thesis writing.

Mrs Elizabeth B Ward née Millar MA 1953 A
Centre of Scottish Studies has been introduced at
Simon Fraser University, Burnaby.  The Centre is
housed in the Dept of Humanities in the Arts
Faculty.  This is significant in our multicultural
society where the founding cultures are often
downplayed. 

Rev Dr Robert E Seymour PhD 1954 Moved to
retirement community in Chapel Hill (Carol
Woods).

Mrs June F Moody-Stuart née Birkett MA 1954 In
1998-99 wrote the history of the Stewart Society
to celebrate the society’s centennial year (1999).

Sister Phoebe M Hanmer MA 1954 Moved to an
Indian/black suburb and parish.

Mrs Elisabeth Culican Ward née Badenoch MA
1954 Remarried on 20/11/99 and is now Mrs
Elisabeth Culican Ward, living in Brighton,
Victoria, Australia.

Mrs Gillian H Kelly née Lugard MA 1955 National
Exhibition Secretary, Society for Disabled Artists.
Secretary, Wells Group World Development
Movement.  Otherwise retired !!!

Mr John H Love BD 1955 Finally retired after five
years as a clergyman and 37 years as an
architect.

Mr Hugh D Cochran LLB 1955 Spent the last
three years of professional life as a solicitor in
Aberdeen completing an Aberdeen University
course to obtain a certificate in field archaeology
and now labels self as a local archaeologist in
Aboyne.

Mr Ronald T Smith BDS 1955 Alive and living in
Northamptonshire, handicap 9.

Dr June Paterson-Brown née Garden MB ChB
1955 Appointed Lord-Lieutenant Roxburgh, Ettrick
and Lauderdale 1998.

Professor Emeritus Ronald Gardiner MA 1956
BSc 1958 Together with wife, Janette McCrae, has
just launched a bed and breakfast, using the
name Tigh-na-fios!

Dr Eric Milne MB ChB 1956 Professor Emeritus,
Radiology and Medicine, University of California,
Irvine, USA. Re-married to a Thai lady (Anne
Tuanjai) and lives six months of the year in
Thailand (Patong Beach, Phuket) and the rest of
the year in Argyll.  Has 5 children plus 2 step-
daughters, and one grand-daughter. Lectures in
various parts of the world and is writing a new
book on ICU Radiology.

Dr Paul M Barnes MB ChB 1956 Now fully retired
and commuting between England in the Summer
and Cyprus in the Winter.

Mr Michael W Stone BSc 1956 First recipient of a
life membership in the Western Canadian
Association of Swine Practitioners (a group of
veterinarians from the four western provinces
with a special interest in pig medicine).  The
association was formed in 1974.

Mr Ronald K Stainton BSc 1956 Took early
retirement from the water industry in 1992.  Since
then has been working as a self employed
consultant and business counsellor mainly for the
Ashford Enterprise Agency.  Has helped many
people to start their own business.

Dr Douglas A Spencer MB ChB 1956 Retired to
Northampton after 32 years as a Consultant
Psychiatrist in Yorkshire to be near two married
daughters and grandchildren.  Still working for
the Mental Health Review Tribunal.

Mr David A Jack BSc 1956 Still doing part-time
assessment work for Food and Environment
Protection Act Certificate of Competence.

Rev Professor Robert E Fulop PhD 1956 Retired
after 41 years of service to Theological Education
in Japan and USA.

Dr John F Killick MB ChB 1956  BTh 1994 from
Sydney College of Divinity (Associated with
Sydney University).  Odd  bits of physical trauma -
still on the mend (Feb 2000).

Professor Emeritus Graham Powell BSc 1956
BSc 1957 The title Professor Emeritus was
conferred on him by the University of New
Brunswick at its October 1998 Convention.
Received the 1999 Canadian Forestry Scientific
Achievement Award from the Canadian Institute
of Forestry at the Institute’s Annual Meeting, Oct
1999, Banff.

Mr Stephen A Bunyan MA 1957 Dip 1958 Was
appointed a Deputy Lieutenant, East Lothian,
June 1997.

Mr John E McDowell BDS 1957 Chairman and
serving brother - St. John Ambulance Association.
Past President - Jamaica Family Planning
Association. Past President - St. Ann Chamber of
Commerce (Presently Company Secretary).

Miss Elizabeth J Clark MA 1957 Helping with
production of a village newsletter, after a
complaint that the amenities committee made
too many decisions behind closed doors.

Mrs Kathleen C Fitch née Goldsack MA 1957
Wife of URC minister (now retired) who also
studied for two years in Edinburgh under an
agreement with the Yorkshire United
Congregational College and the University.
Retired teacher of deaf children.  Mother of three
(hearing) children, now grown up.

Sheriff Gordon I Shiach MA 1957 LLB 1959
Retired as Sheriff of Lothian and Borders in 1997.
Thereafter part-time work as Vice-Chairman of
the Parole Board for Scotland until 1999.

Dr John Godfrey PhD 1957 Member of European
Commission’s Advisory Committee on Fisheries,
and its Advisory Committee on Agricultural
Product Health and Safety, also of HSC’s Ionizing
Radiation Advisory Committee.

Ms Bridget C Martyn MA 1957 Working in Oxford
for the Dutch publishing house AND Ltd.
Manages an electronic database based on the
Cambridge Encyclopaedia and is responsible for
the globalisation of its content. Also reviews
reference data for the Economist etc.

Mr Ralph W Mowat MA 1958 After almost 20
years as Principal of International College,
Sherbourne, retired in 1997. Now runs a small
educational consultancy service advising
overseas students on entry to UK schools and
universities. Website: www.mowat.co.uk .

Mr Robert J Owen MA 1958 Retired after teaching
maths for 37 years at West Calder High School.

Dr Sheila M Boutcher née Macgregor BSc 1958
PhD 1963 Past President of Canadian Association
of Medical Radiation Technologists. Now retired
to Vancouver Island enjoying exploring the BC
coast by sailboat.

Mr Michael H Gunton MA 1958 Reached last 16
in world senior masters over 60s squash rackets
championships, August 1999. Still coaching
Greek junior national squad in squash rackets.

Mrs Madhuri Santanam Sondhi née Santanam
MA 1958 In 1997 published ‘Modernity, Morality
and the Mahatma’ (a study on Gandhi). Feb 2000,
awarded Senior Fellowship by Indian Council of
Philosophical Research.

Miss M A J Swinley MA 1958 Took voluntary early
retirement after nearly 30 years in British Council
service in UK and overseas.  Keeps some contacts
with international scene through membership of
governing bodies such as International Students
House and HOST, but enjoys country life in rural
Gloucestershire - main hobby is keeping,
breeding and showing shire horses.

Mrs Joan Busby née Warriner BSc 1958 MSc
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1960 Latest venture has been the devising and
production of an innovative CD-Rom tutor for
singers, under the series name Master Singer.
Volume One is available now - 10 songs by Faure.

Dr David M Tod MB ChB 1958 Since retiring from
General Practice has been delighted to continue
working in Medical Journalism as Editor of
Primary Care.

Dr James A Gray MB ChB 1959 Completed ‘The
Edinburgh City Hospital - a social and medical
history of fevers, public health and the City
Hospital in Edinburgh’, on the eve of the hospital
closing.  Published Tuckwell Press, East Lothian,
Dec 1999.

Mrs Jane A Mayers née Wilson MA 1959 In
private psychotherapy practice, working from
home.

Dr Colin M Mailer MB ChB 1959 Fellow of
American Academy of Ophthalmology / Eye-MD
(Ophthalmology) Association.

Dr John A Birtchnell MB ChB 1959 MD 1966
Continuing research into classifying and
measuring how humans relate - particularly in
psychotherapy. Starting a new book on the inner
brain and the outer brain.

Dr Donald J Harrison MB ChB 1959 Enjoyed 40th
medical reunion in Dunkeld in April 1999. It was
good to see that no-one had changed since
graduation 40 years ago!

Dr James D Gilleghan MB ChB 1959 Retired, April
2000. 

Mrs Angela M Bull née Leach MA 1959 Has had
35 children’s books published plus short stories,
encyclopaedia entries and magazine articles.

Professor Alastair V Campbell MA 1959 BD 1962
Awarded the Henry Knowles Beecher Award of
the Hastings Centre, New York.  First British
scholar to receive this award.

Mr R A Smart BDS 1959 Retired from Army as
Brigadier after 36 years service.  Part time Locum
at Charing Cross Hospital.

Mr Robin C Sutherland BSc 1959 Employed part-
time with the Dinardo Partnership.  Also has part-
time employment as Neighbourhood Engineers’
Co-ordinator with the Science and Technology
Regional Organisation (SATRO) North Scotland,
Aberdeen.  Is also retired part-time!

Professor Emeritus Anthony Wren MA 1959 DSc
1996 Still developing and installing systems for
transport scheduling, while acting as a part-time
research professor at University of Leeds.

1960s
Mr M G D Thomson BSc 1960 Retired from the
water industry in 1996 and now employed by a
buying group for the CTN Trade on a part-time
basis as admin manager doing a lot of computer
work and DTP.

Dr Laurence F Slade MB ChB 1960 Retired after
12 years as medical officer, public health service,
Wellington, 18 years full time general practice in
New Zealand and 10 years in various positions in
Scotland.

Dr Ian W Jamieson MB ChB 1960 Retired from
Ophthalmic practice April 1997 - time spent
between Melbourne and house in Brittany.

Mr John Hepburn BSc 1960 Was a candidate in
the New Zealand General Election of November
1999.  Sole manifesto - to change the existing
national flag to one truly representative of NZ
featuring the Silver Fern and the Southern Cross.
Did not succeed in gaining election as incumbent
MP was re-elected.

Mrs Catherine M Dean née Scrimgeour MA 1960
Appointed H.M. Lord Lieutenant of Fife, 17 May
1999.

Mr Brian Lightoller BSc 1961 Retired 8 years.
Busy with grandchildren, church & voluntary
work.

Rev Dr Charles L Moffatt PhD 1961 Retired from
chaplain, summer regional hospice (Sept 1999)
after eleven years of service.

Mr Neil H Morris MA 1961 Happily retired amid
the vineyards 15km from St.Emilion, with three
Chambres d’Hotes where all EU graduates will be
especially welcome!

Mrs Morna Hill née Tindal MA 1961 Having
retired, was able to be a Pioneer Volunteer with
the Sydney Organising Committee of the Olympic
Games, working at the Olympics with IBM using
software to produce swimming results (also
diving, synchronised swimming and water polo).
Technical Officer on pool deck at the Paralympics. 

Dr Robert H Gray MB ChB 1961 Professor of Child
Health, University of the West Indies (UWI) 1989-
1999.  Currently Professor and Head of Clinical
Services, Tropical Medicine Research Institute
(TMRI) which incorporates the Tropical
Metabolism Research Unit (TMRU) and the Sickle
Cell Unit (SCU) at the UWI.

Mr Leslie T Whyte BSc 1962 After retiring from
teaching in 1995, spent some time in the British
School of Gran Canaria. Moved to France in 2000
(near Chablis!)

Professor Emeritus Robert E Bailey PhD 1962
Currently active as Imeria Professor (part-time),
and in mission work with Reformed Church in
Nero, Transylvania, Romania; usually spends two
weeks there.

Mr William F Hendrie MA 1962 Recent
publications include: Discovering the Firth of
Forth (Pub. John Donald); Bo’ness the Fair Town
(Pub. Tempus); Linlithgow (Pub. Tempus).

Ms Anne Lynas-Shah MA 1963 Returned to
Edinburgh after 30 years in Canada to work as a
sub-editor of the Official Report of the Scottish
Parliament.

Dr Ian G Macdonald BSc 1963 PhD 1970 Senior
Assessor for the 2000 European Quality Award.

Dr Annette L Clement MB ChB 1963 Still working
part time as a locum.  Also co-director of a
rehabilitation group for cancer patients and their
families - voluntary work.

Dr Katrina Eastwood née Taylor MB ChB 1963 At
62 years of age is still working part-time as a GP
Psychotherapist both in own office and at
Queen’s Student Health Service.  Enjoys travel
and is blessed to be a granny to 2 grandchildren!

Dr John C Clement MB ChB 1963 Now retired
from medicine.  Co-director (volunteer) of a
rehabilitation group for cancer patients and their
families.

Mr Timothy H Peake MA 1963 An Illustrated
Guide to The Wares of William Brownfield (1837-
1900) by TH Peake published October 1995.
William Brownfield was a leading 19th century
Staffordshire pottery manufacturer.

Mrs Margaret S Clifton née Price MA 1963  Four
children all graduates - of English universities!  2
married; 2 grandchildren.  Husband changed
from being a Solicitor to an Anglican priest.

Dr Hamish A Long BSc 1963 PhD 1966 Now
retired from post as Chief Executive of Scottish
Examination Board but many new interests
including ringing in the Millennium on BBC
Television at St Mary’s, Haddington.

Dr Dennis A Carswell BSc 1963 PhD 1966
Appointed Sorby Professor of Geology, University
of Sheffield - Oct 1999.

Mr Grant A Lindsay MA 1963 Retired in June
2000.

Professor N S Sidhu PhD 1963 One son, Beatty
Singh Sidhu, is in California, USA; other son,
Harlinder Singh, is in Vancouver, BC.

Mrs Dorothy A Warren née Younger MA 1964
Living in Gloucestershire.  Retired from
fundraising consultancy in 1999.  Organised a
high profile Ball in aid of breast cancer research
with over 400 guests, raised £25,000.  Visits
Perthshire and Edinburgh 2-3 times a year.
Would love to see old friends 1960-4.

Dr Helen E Zealley née Brotherston MB ChB
1964 MD 1968 Retired July 2000.

Professor Roy Watling PhD 1964 Received
Patrick Neill Medal Dec 8th 1999 from the Royal
Society of Edinburgh for research in mycology.
The 61st recipient since 1851.

Mr Charles W Morton BSc 1964 Retired in
December 1996 after teaching mathematics in
Robert Gordon’s College, Aberdeen for 31 years.
Activities include education/music/church.

Mrs Wendy Fairhurst née Metcalfe MA 1965
Husband was appointed Administrator,
Ascension Island in July 1999. Expects to be there
for three years and then to retire from the
Diplomatic Service.

Dr Albert E Pilliner PhD 1965 Since retiring in
1978 has lectured for British Council in India,
Pakistan, Philippines, Malaysia, Thailand and
Turkey.  Now aged 91.
Mr J Robin Wild BDS 1965 November 1999 -
Elected President of the Council of European
Chief Dental Officers.

Dr Helen B Hannah MB ChB 1965 Retired from
the RAMC and still enjoying it!  Managing to travel
quite a lot, and kept busy birdwatching or in the
garden or greenhouse. Also lectures to the WI.

Dr Alison W Dark née Scrimgeour MB ChB 1965
Getting ready to retire, but is still financing a son
in Vet School at Michigan State University and his
twin sister studying Medieval History at Oxford.
Was sorry not to be able to attend the Millennium
Bash!

Mrs Elspeth Bastow née Mears MB ChB 1966 GP
in Leicester until fall resulting in major brain
damage in 1983. Gradually relearning English
since.

Mr John H Duff MA 1966 Retired in August 1998.
Now travelling six months in the year, mountain
trekking, skiing and visiting historical sites.

Dr John S Fowler BVM&S 1966 PhD 1970
Charged with harmonising the requirements for
registration as a Toxicologist on a European and
world-wide basis.

Dr J A R Smith MB ChB 1966 Vice President,
Royal College of Surgeons, Edinburgh.  Chairman,
Joint Committee on Intercollegiate Examination.
Chairman Elect, Joint Committee on Higher
Surgical Training.

Mr Peter Malone BVM&S 1966 Retired to crofting
and also casual post bus service in west
Highlands.

Professor Mervyn D Cohen BSc 1966 MB ChB
1968 Has been chairman of Dept of Radiology,
Indiana University for past three years - 2nd
largest radiology training programme in the USA.

Mrs Ann E Bodley-Scott née Kerr BMus 1966
Continuing to operate a music studio and pursue
a lot of outdoor recreational activities - biking,
hiking, golf, running.  Also plays squash 3 times a
week.  Now a grandmother!

Ms Ann G Wilkie MA 1966 Assumed VP
Environment at CBCL Ltd, a multidisciplinary
consulting company serving clients in Canada
and overseas in mid 1999. Responsible for all
environmental work and a multi-disciplinary team
of environmental scientists, engineers, planners
and specialists in landscape architecture and law.

Dr Judith Mackay MB ChB  1966   Has lived in
Hong Kong since 1967, and is Senior Policy
Advisor to the World Health Organisation.  In
2000 she published her latest book and received
three major awards: The Luther L Terry Award for
Outstanding Individual Leadership; a Royal
Award from His Majesty the King of Thailand; and
she was the first woman to receive the Healthrack
Award, the Public Health equivalent of the Nobel
Prize.  

Mr Paul R Lucke BSc 1967 Recently clocked up
20 years working for Reuters, primarily in
technical and sales support roles but has now
made the break 100% into sales of dealing room
systems.

Dr James French MB ChB 1967 Retired as
Director of Radiology, Western Hospital,
Melbourne 1982-1999. Now part time private
practice radiologist.

Professor Ian J Brown MA 1967 MLitt 1975 Was
Chair of Scottish Society of Playwrights 1997-99.
Two new plays performed in 2000, one at
Gateway Theatre, Edinburgh, the other at Perth
Theatre.

Rev Ralph E Nelson MTh 1967 Served as a
Visiting Professor of Old Testament at the
Evangelical Theological Faculty in Osijek, Croatia
in  March 1999. While there preached in a number
of villages and city churches in E. Croatia.

Mr Bjorn I Finsen MA 1967 Happy to have (last
year) been in brief contact with some of year
mates from 1967 graduation - partly through
University Alumni Services!  Authorised translator
and Court Interpreter. Certified Tourist Guide.

Rev Peter Meager MA 1967 BD 1970 From July
1999, Clerk to St Andrews’ Presbytery.  From Aug
1999, Chaplain, Murray Royal Hospital, Perth.

Mr Edward K Miller MA (SS) 1968 New CD
Lowlander released March 2000.  Led a tour
group from Texas to Scotland May 2000 with a
focus on Scottish folk music.

Ms Susan Harvey née Bone MA 1968 Now much
involved with the local community. Convenor of a
group seeking to develop and implement a long
term vision for the community.

Professor Emeritus Annie T Altschul MSc 1968
The Department of Nursing Studies
commissioned a Portrait of Excellence, as an 80th
birthday present for her.  

Dr John C Mason BSc 1968 PhD 1972 Career in
Agrochemicals/Environmental Health industry
spanning research chemistry, strategic planning,
marketing and sales and several mergers/take-
overs.  After 25 years UK-based, is now partway
through 4 year secondment to HQ in Germany in
Regulatory Affairs.

Dr Harry Adam BSc 1968 PhD 1974 Still engaged
in service, the environment and R&D
Management, all helping to support two children
at university.

Mr Alexander C Emslie BDS 1968 Has changed
career direction from general Dental Practice for
31 years to Community Dental Service, based in
Elgin, Moray.

Dr Joan N Allardyce née Hamilton BSc (M) 1969
MB ChB 1972 Directing the University of
Canterbury Student Health Service (12,000
students) and coping with the managerialism of
the health service and Tertiary education, just.
North Canterbury farm nicely balances the
picture.

Ms Ilona Aronovsky MA 1969 Co-author of Pupil
Resource Pack on the Indus Valley Civilisation
which has recently been recommended by QCA in
English National Curriculum Guidelines as the
main teaching resource for this topic.

Ms Hazel M Reid MA 1969 Working in business
publishing in Edinburgh. 

Rev William M Campbell BD 1969 Working in
Health Care Chaplaincy in Aberdeen for 14 years.
Co-founder of website on Meeting Spiritual
Needs of People with Learning Disabilities.

Mr Ord Adams BArch 1969 Attended excellent
reunion in 1999 of fellow BArch students who
graduated in 1969.  Double hip replacement (will
be looking for part-time paid work after
convalescence).

Mr David D Macdonald BSc 1969 Appointed
Head Teacher of Arbroath Academy in March
1998.

1970s
Mr Christopher J Nicol MA 1970 Completed MSc
in Teaching English for Specific Purposes (TESP)
at Aston University, Jan 2000. Now working on
PhD in Discourse Analysis at Aston.

Professor Alexander Forrest BSc (M) 1970 MB
ChB 1973 Now Professor of Forensic Technology
at Sheffield University.

Mrs Margaret H Thom née Wood MA 1970 In
November 1999 was made a member of the
Frisian Academy in recognition of work on the
new Frisian - English dictionary (published 2000).

Mr Norman J Eddleston BSc 1970 Immediately
after graduating went to the Antarctic for 2 years
with the British Antarctic Survey. Spent less than
1 year back in Edinburgh and has been overseas
in Middle East, Indonesia, China etc with oil
service company.

Dr Alastair I Fraser PhD 1970 January 2000
returned to Edinburgh to company head office,
after eight years as Programme Co-ordinator for
the Indonesia-UK Tropical Forest Management
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Mrs Elizabeth V Houston OBE née Blackadder
MA  1954  Dr hc 1990  Appointed Her Majesty’s
Painter and Limner, February 2001.
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Mr Robert N Hutchison BEd 1970 Retired from
post of Headteacher, Torbain Primary School,
Kirkcaldy in November 1999.

Mr John G Park BSc 1970 Back working with a
local authority after a spell with a private civil
engineering consultant.

Dr John M Campbell MA 1970 PhD 1975
Margaret Thatcher, Vol. 1 : The Grocer’s Daughter
- Published May 2000.

Mrs Alexandrina C Scarbrough née Macdonald
MA 1970 Graduated MEd in Counselling from the
University of Birmingham, December 1999.

Mr P K G Dunlop BSc 1970 Left Christian and
Nielsen in Sept 1999.  Set up Dunlop Marine
Consultants as a Publishing Partnership.

Mr Michael D Thomson BMus 1970 Has just
taken early retirement after nearly 28 years as
assistant librarian with Aberdeen City Council.
Retirement is on temporary basis - new directions
beckon.

Mrs Laura R Fransella née Propper MA 1970
Working full time for the Open University in
London advising students on course choice,
careers, study skills, special needs and academic
and personal problems.  Older son is studying
Chinese at Oxford.

Mr Hugh R Webster BSc 1970 Retired in
September 1999 after an extended three year
period as Vice President of the Institute of
Scientific and Technical Communicators.

Rev Dr Hugh A Eadie PhD 1971 Minister of Toorak
Uniting Church, VIC, Australia since 1994.

Mr Andrew J Grant MA (SS) 1971 Retired June
1998. Working as Quantity Auditor for SQMS
Scotland. Also employed (part-time) by
Edinburgh Leisure for map reading/hill craft
courses and leading hill walks for over 50s.

Dr Eric M Saunderson MB ChB 1971 MSc in
General Practice 1998, University of London.

Mrs Carol Gibson née Howarth BSc (SS) 1971
Moved to Australia from Japan.  1999 was a big
year: leaving Japan after 25 years (3 years in
China); marrying (N.Zealander Barry Gibson);
buying old wooden schooner (Schooner
Friendship) and life is now cruising the idyllic
Whitsunday Islands!

Miss Danuta I Bielec MA 1971 Published author
in Polish language (Routledge).  Currently
completing Diploma in Specific Learning
Difficulties (dyslexia).  Spent 15 years as technical
author in industry. Trained Polish teachers in
English Language for University of Krakow 1996-
7. Interests: poetry/song writing, singing, crafts,
rabbits, theatre, nature.

Mr Anthony A Holmes BVM&S 1972 Will be
returning to live in Edinburgh after 15 years in
Hong Kong, and will be looking for gainful
employment.

Dr Rohan H Wickramasinghe PhD 1972 Member,
Orchid Specialist Group / Species Survival
Commission / International Union for the
Conservation on Nature (IUCN). Consultant
(Environmental Protection and Landscaping),
Central Cultural Fund, Ministry of Cultural Affairs,
Sri Lanka.  Also Trustee, Pavithra Nagara
Ayathanaya, Sri Lanka (a foundation set up
recently to promote urban cleanliness).  Has just

Mrs Irene M Hasler née Ellis MA 1968
Currently holding office as ‘Ladies Captain’ of
the TRIER - MOSEL Golf Club. Also member of
the North Berwick West, a last remaining link
with Scotland.
6 E D i T  
completed a short study on some environmental
aspects of tea plantations in Sri Lanka – the
commercial cultivation of tea in this country was
started by James Taylor of Kincardineshire in
1867.

Mrs Celia M Walker née Nicholson MA 1972
Married with three children and working as a high
school guidance counsellor in Westchester
County, New York.  Would love to hear from any
former classmates.  Email: wtowers@erols.com.

Rev Dr George L Pattison MA 1972 BD 1977 MA
from the University of London, Jan 2000 in Library
and Information Studies.

Dr Alexander W Mills BSc (M) 1972 MB ChB 1975
Would like to semi-retire ASAP.  Has bought a
farm in Norway with fishing/hunting rights and
much slow growing timber!  Currently engaged in
project to set up geriatric service for Hedmark
County in Norway.

Mrs Caroline M Holmes née Colbert MA 1972
Returned to Edinburgh with husband in July
2000, hoping to find a teaching job.

Dr John J Coutts PhD 1972 Contributor to ‘The
Complete Works of Alexander Pushkin’ in English,
published by Milner & Co. Has just completed a
new translation of ‘Poltava’ - an epic poem set in
the age of Peter the Great.

Mr Philip J Marshall BSc 1972   Currently
planning National Parks in Botswana.

Dr Patricia A Wilkie MA (SS) 1972 Chairman,
Patient Liaison Group, Royal College of General
Practitioners & Royal College Radiologists.

Mrs Madeleine J Lefebvre née Huck MA 1972
Appointed University Librarian at St Mary’s
University in July 1999. Also a professional actress
who has worked in TV, film, theatre and radio.

Dr Randall A Allardyce PhD 1973 Directing
surgical research and initiating a high tech mobile
surgical unit for surgery/diagnosis/monitoring.
Interests continue to be farming, hunting to
hounds, shooting, fishing and bagpiping. 

Miss P J Haywood MA 1973 Won Network UK’s
Scottish Woman of the Year Achievement Award
1999.

Mrs Joy McCulloch née Robertson BSc (SS) 1973
MBE Award granted in New Year’s Honours 2000
for services to Health Care.

Mr Philip S Gaunt MA 1973 In 1992, decided on a
career move back into education, taking up the
position of Bursar and Clerk to the Governess of
Merchant Taylor’s Schools in Liverpool. Sends a
number of students every year to Edinburgh
University.

Mr Ian L Williamson BSc 1973 Was made
redundant in July 1999 and, after a variety of jobs
including a period of self-employment, started
2000 with a new employer in Inverness.

Mrs Sally Richter née Ashman MA (SS) 1973
Happily married living in Warwickshire with
husband and two dogs!  Has done 23 years in
social work but hasn’t abandoned love of
geography - still enjoys travelling, and loved her
years in New Zealand.

Mr Donald A Smith BSc 1973 Dip 1974 Working
for VSO in Ghana for two years.

Mr Alan N Baillie LLB 1973 Currently on
secondment within the Court of Justice, as Legal
Secretary (Referendaire) to Advocate-General
Francis Jacob.

Mr James G Couper-Johnston MA 1973 After a
period managing and promoting the All Souls
Orchestra in London, is now the UK Technical
Director of Cegedim, a French group of
Companies specialising in database supply and
management for the European pharmaceutical
industry.

Mrs Valerie D Robertson BEd 1974 Since retiring
as Principal Verifier, remains as an External
Examiner for some universities.  Does voluntary
work for charity and the University of Edinburgh
Alumni department of course!  Also does a little
writing.

Dr John R Johnston PhD 1974 Appointed as the
group safety, health and environmental co-
ordinator in Amplats, the world’s leading supplier
of platinum.

Mr Richard J Chamings BVM&S 1974 Member of
UK Independence Party.  Stood for Westminster
Elections in 1997 and European Elections in 1999.

Ms Hilary C Pattison MA 1974 Recent
publications: Anxious Angels: A Retrospective
View of Religious Existentialism (1999);
Routledge Guidebooks in Philosophy: The Later
Heidegger (2000).

Mr Richard H White BSc 1974 Has run a small
consultancy business in Botswana since 1982,
concentrating on land, resource management and
other rural development issues.

Professor Colin M Mason MA (SS) 1975
Launched an academic journal, Venture Capital:
An International Journal of Entrepreneurial
Finance, published by Taylor and Francis.  Gave
inaugural lecture on 29th February 2000.

Mrs Barbara M Droop BSc 1975 Two children,
both studying Biological Science at Edinburgh
University.

Dr Giles T Droop BSc 1975 Currently a senior
lecturer in Geology at the University of
Manchester; main area of teaching and research
is Metamorphic Petrology. 

Miss Frances M De Verteuil BSc 1976 Married
with one daughter Marion, age 10. After 17 years
in the workforce, is working part-time as a
management consultant for start up high tech
companies and enjoying life.

Mr James A Bloomer BSc 1976 After 23 years in
shoemaking now relocated back to the Lake
District as Bursar of a private school.

Dr Qamaruddin I Daudpota PhD 1976 Since
returning to Pakistan in 1990 after 5 years at
NASA in the USA, has worked at the University
Grants Commission as Director of Curriculum and
Programme Director of a UNDP programme to
popularise the internet in Pakistan, 1992 - 1997.
Has been an independent consultant since mid
1999 after taking a year off.

Mrs Alison J Avery née Rudd MSc 1976 Retired
early on grounds of ill-health - has MS.  Oldest
son David is now in the upper Sixth and has
applied to Scottish universities to do a chemistry
degree - he hasn’t yet visited them all, but
Edinburgh’s Chemistry with Industry course may
well be his first choice.

Dr Sheena E McDonald MA 1976 Dr hc 2000
1999 was a bad year - suffered traffic accident,
from which she is still recovering.  But future
looks good - will be spending more time with
partner, Allan Little.

Professor Joseph J Lowe PhD 1977 Currently
Dean of the Faculty of Science at Royal Holloway,
University of London.

Ms Caroline R Wickham-Jones MA 1977 Co-
Director of Scotland’s first settlers archaeological
research project as profiled in University
Research Bulletin.

Mr Nicolas E Sunderland BSc 1977 Still
leader/supervisor of organic based kindergarten
(3-6 year olds); with organic lamb production
from 20 sheep as freetime interest and business.
Still playing squash, but playing more golf than
ever - same sized ball!

Mrs Catherine M Crawford née McIntyre BSc
(SS) 1977 Has completed the Diploma in
Nutritional Medicine; currently studying Stress
Management.

Mr Iain N Laird MA 1977 Working in London for
Assurancs Foreningen Gard, a Norwegian mutual
insurance association providing cover for
shipowners’ liabilities worldwide. 

Mrs Hilary A McGowan née Street MA 1977 Now
a successful museum consultant after 20 years
as director of museums in York, Exeter and
Bristol.  She and her husband Grant (Physics BSc
1977) live in Somerset.

Mr N Stuart Black BA 1978 Lives with his wife
(Donna) in Vancouver (recently voted the best
place in the world to live).  They snowboard in the
winter and windsurf in the summer - visitors are
always welcome.

Mr Rodney J Fyffe BA 1978 Councillor with City of
Greater Bendigo, Victoria, Australia, for 15 years
now.

Mr Kenneth C Ralston MA (SS) 1978 Now a
Senior Architect and recently made an Associate
based in Lewis & Hickey Edinburgh office.
Currently working on the proposed new wing for
the Centre for Infection Biology and Immunology
at the University’s Kings Buildings and other
projects.

Dr Miles P Myres MB ChB 1978 Appointed
Primary Care Advisor, Clinical Effectiveness
Support Unit, Wales.

Ms Alison Chandler née Gauldie BA 1978
Fundraising and voluntary sector development
consultancy in Angus/Aberdeenshire after ten
years experience in London.

Mr Thomas J Fitzpatrick BA 1978 IT security
specialist in the Foreign and Commonwealth
Office and other government departments for a
number of years.  Now runs own IT Security and
Risk company.

Dr Maurice Evans MPhil 1978   New book,
Principles of Environmental and Heritage Law,
published in 2000.  The launch took place on 9
November at the Martin Hotel, No. 1 Martin
Square, Sydney.  

Mr David E Steane MSc 1979 Retired from FAO
but still involved in livestock production and
genetic resource management/conservation.
Retired to 5 acre farm (Lamyai Fruit Trees) with
Thai style house.

Dr Andrew S Gardner BSc 1979 After 12 and a
half years in the Sultanate of Oman, has
relocated with family to the colder climates of
Cumbria!

Dr Catherine A Oakley BSc (M) 1979 PhD 1984
Accepted on a two year conversion course to
become a lawyer, starting in September 2000 at
the University of Northumbria.

Mr Duncan C Barr BSc 1979 Duncan and Kyoto
are back in Japan, living in the Snow Country of
the Northeast.  Both of their boys are now well
settled in at the local school and Duncan spends
most of his spare time trying to keep their English
alive.

1980s
Dr Willadean T Leo PhD 1980 In second year in
the Czech Republic, teaching British Studies,
Literary Studies and practical (applied) language
at the Technical University of Liberec in north
Bohemia.

Dr Donald G Menzies BSc (M) 1980 MB ChB 1983
From 1999 has been Director of Occupational
Health and Safety for Stockport NHS Trust.

Professor Ebong W Mbipom PhD 1980 Elected
Fellow (Nigerian Institute of Physics) 1995.
Currently the Vice-President, Nigerian
Environmental Society (NES).

Mr B Huxtable BSc 1980 Studied for part-time
Masters Degree in Interdisciplinary Design for the
built environment at Cambridge University 1995-
97. 

Mr Kenneth G Millar BCom 1981 After 15 years
with Sears plc, Anderson Computing and Cap
Gemini, has now gone freelance offering Network
Design and Consultancy.  Got married Sept 1995,
one son (3), baby due in 2000.

Mr D S M Nussbaum MTh 1981 Has been
appointed non-executive chair of Traidcraft, the
Christian based Fair Trade organisation.  He
continues to be finance director of Oxfam.

Mrs Kim I Chamberlain née Andanar MA 1981
Still living in beautiful New Zealand.  Now self-
employed as a writer and presentations tutor.

Dr Katherine Harding née Thompson BSc 1981
Spent several years working on seabirds in the
Falkland Islands; now based in Aberdeen co-
ordinating seabird monitoring in the UK.  Married
Nigel Harding in Jan 1998, daughter Beth born
June 1999.

Mr Ashley P Wilson BSc (V) 1981 BVM&S 1983
Training for Ordained Ministry.

Mrs Margaret McEwan BSc 1981 Head of Biology
at Gosforth High School. Two children, James (7)
and Charlie (1). Still in touch with the girls on ‘H’
floor Masson Hall (1977-79).

Dr William L Finlayson MA 1982 PhD 1990 Has
moved to Jordan to take over as Director of CBRL -
the body charged with facilitating research in the
humanities & social sciences in Jordan, Syria,
Palestine, Israel, Cyprus & Lebanon. CBRL is the
product of a merger between British institutions
based in Jerusalem & Amman.

Mr Guy D Hockley MA 1982 Appointed Director
of Golf Course Design at Nick Faldo Design having
previously been senior golf architect for Gary
Player Design Company.

Dr Brian P Kinghorn PhD 1982 Twynam Chair of
Animal Breeding Technologies - a private
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company funded chair.

Mr Christopher C Cater BVM&S 1982 Elected
Llandudno town councillor - June 1999.

Mr Mahdad Saniee MA (SS) 1982 Dip 1983 Won
4 design awards from the American Institute of
Architects in 1999 including two Honour Awards
and two Merit Awards (from New England
Chapter and Connecticut Chapter respectively).

Mrs Fiona L Power née Gilby MA 1982 Dip 1986
Still working and living in London with husband
and two daughters aged 2 years and 9 years.
Hopes to return to Scotland someday!

Mr Richard G Kay BSc 1982 Involvement in
amateur and community theatre led to becoming
the Administrative Assistant at the Scottish
Community Drama Association and assisting
others in the field.

Miss Patricia B Barclay LLB 1983 Dip 1984
Appointed General Counsel of the Ferring Group,
a privately held multinational pharmaceutical
group specialising in urology and women’s
health.

Mrs Carole F Melville née Dubickas BSc (SS)
1983 Emigrated to Sydney 1996. Son, Rory, born
1997. Enjoying part-time work and motherhood.

Mrs Fiona C Fitheridge MA 1983 Son aged 5 and
twin daughters aged 4.

Mr Peter Harrington MLitt 1983 Co-author of two
books published in May 2000: 1. China 1900, The
Eyewitnesses Speak (London, Greenhill, 2000) 2.
The Boxer Rebellion.  China 1900: The Artists’
Perspective (London, Greenhill, 2000).

Mr Timothy C Stebbing BSc 1983 Now living in
Leeds after some years in Germany. Partner with
the patent attorney firm of Haeltine Lake & Co.
Physics training still in everyday use.

Dr Lilian C McNab née Monahan BSc 1983 PhD
1987 Currently part-time Chemist and full-time
Mum of Fergus (6) and Shona (3).  Husband,
Hamish, is still working in the University of
Edinburgh Chemistry Dept and they are both
staggering on at sport - hockey, squash and
cricket.

Mrs Alexis S Bennett née Glover BSc 1983
Returned to teaching this academic year
(youngest child started pre-school) in a new field:
Special Educational Needs.  Continuing to study
with OU for MA Ed Overseas for the past 6+
years, Philippines and Namibia.

Dr Peter Foot PhD 1984 Promoted to Deputy
Dean of Academic Studies.

Mrs Eileen M Jarrett née Keith BSc 1984 Married
with two children, living in Strathmiglo.

Mr Cannings C Khonje MSc 1984 Has been
promoted six times since 1984.  Is now
Programme Manager, a position equivalent to
Director in Ministry of Agriculture.

Mr Alexander G Bannerman BSc 1984 Has just
been given the best job of his life in one of the
fastest growing economies in the world:
Operations Director for NCR’s first ATM assembly
plant in China.

Mr David W Gracie BCom 1984 Moved to
Australia March 2000.

Dr Andrew P Killick BMus 1984 Took up position
of Assistant Professor of Ethnomusicology at

Dr Rodrigo Prado-Donoso MPhil 1989
Organisation of trips to the Central Andes
mountains riding horse (mule) back.
Extraordinary scenery in the High Andes.
More information: rprado.chile@unete.com.
Florida State University, August 1999.

Mr Brian Wilson MA 1984 Author of two books:
Blazing Paddles - A Scottish Coastal Odyssey
(Wildland Press); Dances with Waves (O’Brien
Press).

Miss Clare L Richardson BCom 1984 Moved to
Brussels in 1993.   Working part-time as organiser
of conferences on European affairs.  Married with
three children.

Dr Forbes Walker MSc 1984 Graduated 1998 with
PhD in Soil Science from North Carolina State
University. Now environmental soils specialist
with the University of Tennessee agricultural
extension service.

Mr Andrew R Wilson MA 1984 Currently
International Accounts Director for CHEP Europe.

Mr Guy W Keating BSc (SS) 1984 Married with 2
sons and working in the legal profession.  Would
like to get in touch again with Daniel Plockey who
graduated 1985 in Civil Engineering, an old friend
with whom he has lost contact. 

Mr John W Macfie LLB 1985 Dip 1988 John
Macfie, together with his wife Felicitas, continues
to offer unique hospitality to discerning people
(alumni included) at the Stevenson House, 17
Heriot Row, Edinburgh.  Website:
www.stevenson-house.co.uk .

Miss Christine A Shuttleworth MA (SS) 1985
Since graduating has been heavily involved in
developing guidance and support counselling
services within Strathclyde Police Force.  Since
1998 has worked with the Home Office in
debriefing emergency services personnel in
Bosnia, Croatia and E. Timor.

Ms Tanya D Woolf MA 1985 After retraining,
began working as a psychotherapist in the NHS
and private practice in 1999. Has also had eight
books on careers published and is the present
Chair of the Careers Writers’ Association.

Mr Stephen A McBride BSc 1985 Responsible for
sales and marketing for leading petroleum
engineering software company throughout SE
Asia, China, Australia/NZ and the subcontinent.
Based in Kuala Lumpur.

Mrs Felicity A Librie née Smart MA 1985 After
marrying Chris Librie (MBA 1985)  worked in
publishing in NY and London, then left and has
three children so far.

Mrs Margaret F Waddell née Gordon MA (SS)
1985 First child, Fraser Cameron Waddell was
born on 16 January 2000.

Ms Joyce I Crawford MA 1985 Has been working
for a human resource/corporate psychology
services organisation for over seven years and
has a shareholding in the company.  Has two
daughters, five and two, and a husband who is
the primary caregiver.

Ms Catriona M Smyth BSc 1985 Working for
family company letting holiday cottages in
Scotland. Gone from biology to bookkeeping.
Married Martin Finnigan BSc (Edin) 1983. Three
boys all at school at last!

Miss Audrey Brown BSc 1985 Still enjoying
working to create a new forest in the Midlands,
walking her golden retriever and exploring the
canals of England and Wales - not necessarily in
that order! - oh, and acting as her other half’s
hard working secretary in the evenings!

Mrs G Peddie née Roberts BSc 1985 Married
with two children.  Kirsty started secondary
school in Aug 1999, Craig will go next year.
Finding farming very tough at the moment. 

Mrs Shelagh Bocking MEd 1985 MSc 1986 Part-
time Doctorate, University College London.

Mr Robin C Sarma MSc 1985 Married to Susmita,
one daughter, Nivedina.  Now living in Plano,
Texas, USA.

Dr William G McKenzie MB ChB 1985 Operates
hair transplant surgical practices in Toronto and
Whitby, Ontario as well as St John’s,
Newfoundland.  Was the recipient of the award
for best presented clinical case at the
International Society for Hair Restoration Surgery
7th Annual Meeting in San Francisco in October
1999.

Mrs Louise Clegg née Reynolds BSc 1985
Married Ian in 1994, Benjamin born 1998.   Now
living in North West England.

Miss Joanne Murray MA 1986 Now training to be
a primary school teacher.
Mr Stuart R Miller BSc 1986 Business
Development Manager providing consultancy and
services to commercial companies and National
Mapping Agencies throughout the world.
Specialising in mapping and GIS areas, recent
experience has been in Ethiopia, the Middle East
and throughout Europe.

Mr Jianzhuang Fang MSc 1986 Was promoted to
University Registrar in March 1999.

Mr Max B Alexander MA 1986 Currently studying
to be an acupuncturist at the School of Five
Element Acupuncture in London.

Dr Antoinette T Fernando PhD 1986 Continues
with voluntary work, helping on the TESOL
programme at the Otago Polytechnic, and in the
local community.

Dr Hayden W Ramsay MA 1986 PhD 1991 On
Archbishop of Melbourne’s (Catholic) private
staff.  Lecturer in philosophy at Catholic
Theological College, Corpus Christi College, John
Paul II Institute for marriage and family.

Mr James D Curran BSc (M) 1986 MB ChB 1988
Currently living and working in Glasgow.

Ms Hazel J McKenna BSc 1986 Promoted to full
Professor of Mathematics in August 1999 at Utah
Valley State College.

Dr Ruth J Sorbie née Sutherland BSc 1986 PhD
1990 Working part-time.  Two children, Adam (6)
and Tara (4).

Mrs Victoria F MacDonald née Stadnik BSc 1986
First baby born 31/10/99, Alexandra Marguerite,
11 weeks early.  Now trying to work from home
part time.

Ms Elspeth A Frew MA 1986 Recently completed
doctoral thesis after studying part-time over 6
years at Victoria University, Melbourne, Australia.
Title was: ‘Industrial Tourism: A Conceptual and
Empirical Analysis’.  

Dr Siobhan Bygate MA 1987 Awarded PhD in July
1998 - inherited networks, economics
embeddedness and developments in corporate
governance in post communist Czech and Slovak
Republics with supporting evidence from Eastern
Germany.

Mrs Marion M Cavaye née Jackson BSc 1987 Still
living in France - has just had third child, Juliette,
a sister for Robert and Alasdair.

Mr James C Greenwood BCom 1987 Recently
finished a circumnavigation of the world on
horseback.  Is writing a book and working in the
family relocation business, Stacks Relocation.

Mr Graham D Spawforth MA 1987 Graham
Spawforth and Sara (née Lonsdale) are both
Edinburgh University graduates.  Graham spent
six years in the army before going into the
teaching profession.  Sara qualified as a
Chartered Accountant.  Graham and Sara were
married in Edinburgh in 1992. They have two
sons, Harry aged 2 and Charlie aged 8 months.

Mrs Anna E Gualtieri née Howard MA 1987 Now
mainly at home with 3 sons - aged 5, 3 & 1, but is
still involved with the business which she helped
to set up with her husband. Her involvement is
mainly on the export side.

Dr Judith Turbyne BSc 1987 Co-ordinator for
master reconstruction in Honduras, El Salvador &
Nicaragua, working with Christian Aid.

Mr Graeme A King BSc 1988 Has now changed to
be a specialist IT lawyer in the City.

Mr Geoffrey S Sayers BSc 1988 Returned home
to the family farm after a ten year career in
investment banking in the Far East.  The farm is in
conversion to organic which it is hoped will lift
the otherwise dire output prices in the
agricultural industry.

Mrs Liora Waldman BVM&S 1988 Returned to
Israel in 1995. Two sons, one born in 1991, one in
1996. Now in the process of setting up a small
animal dermatology clinic in Haifa.

Mr Neil Hume BVM&S 1988 Birth of George
William on 10/1/99 - a brother for James
Alexander.

Mrs Nicola Reed née Hunter BVM&S 1988
Returned to Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary
Studies in March 1999 to run the first opinion
clinic at Summerhall.

Mr Peter J Woods MSc 1988 Member, North York
Moors National Park Authority (Secretary of State
Appointee 1996-99).

Mrs Susan M Oliver MEd 1988 Currently
concluding PhD thesis on children’s dance.
Working part-time, doing choreography and
teaching creative dance, in addition to official
senior teacher post, and teaching dance in-
service courses.

Mr Daniel A Casson MA 1988 Strategy
Development Manager at the European Children’s
Trust after MBA from Henley Management
College. Specialist on non-profit mergers and
alliances.

Dr Yasuko Obana née Skillen PhD 1988
Remembers everything about Edinburgh in a
sweet way, and uses what she learned in
Edinburgh - knowledge, work ethics, etc - in daily
work. Thank you!

Mr David Riach BSc 1988 In 1999 took part in the
Paris-Brest-Paris cycling event and also cycled
from Land’s End to John O’Groats in 4 and a half
days.

Mrs Fiona Campbell née Brown MA 1988 Is
Shore Manager for Scotland’s only working
square rigged Tall Ship, the Jean de la Lune.  Is
based in Leith but sails widely in UK and Europe,
including appearances in the Cutty Sark Tall Ships
Races.

Mr Evaristo Chileshe MSc 1988 Has been
promoted to principal research officer, pastures
and rangeland management, responsible for
rangeland development undertakings in Western
region of Zambia.

Mr Robin D Wilson MA (SS) 1989 Married to
Mary Ainslie on 11/12/99

Mr Christian G Hardy BSc 1989 Three children,
Sarah (Dec’94), Edward (Nov’96), Isabel
(Sept’98).

Mrs Pauline D Stewart née Anderson BSc 1989
Took career break from secondary teaching to
look after son, Jake.

Mrs Sarah P Wolffe LLB 1989 Proud mother of
two wee boys, David 4 and Max 3, who never
cease to delight, surprise and alarm to equal
measure.

Mrs Samantha L Dawson née Hollinshead MA
1989 Taught French in England, English abroad,
married Tom in 1991.  Now has two sons and one
daughter adopted from China in 1998.  Hello to
old friends!  Can be contacted through alumni
net.

Mr Benedict J Sarson MA 1989 Having spent five
years at Morgan Stanley, then getting an MBA at
Cranfield School of Management, is now raising
money for venture capital at Mercury Asset
Management.

Mrs Ruth Waring née Williams BCom 1989 Living
in Leamington Spa and working for the transport
arm of Peugeot, as Midlands Regional Manager.
Is married to Graham Waring and has a three year
old son, Matthew.

Rev R A R MacLeod MBA 1989 Moving at Easter
to join the new chaplaincy team at the
Commando Training Centre, Lympstone near
Exeter.

Mr Dickon M Ross MA (SS) 1989 Married Martha

Mr Derek Batty MA 1980 Working as an artist
and teacher in Cambridge.  Participated in
Cambridge Open studios event in July 2000.
Webpage: http://derekbatty.way.to 
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J Linden 9/10/99.

Dr David J Low BSc 1989 Appointed as Lecturer in
Transportation Modelling on 1 October 1999
(Heriot-Watt University, Edinburgh).

1990s
Mr Morris Bray BEng 1990 Working for National
Grid company and living in Leamington Spa,
Warwickshire.  KB KIDS  from E+EE BEng 1990 get
in touch: morris.bray@ngc.co.uk .

Mr Neal Petersen MBA 1990 Married Aman
Sidhu in Sept 1996.  Daughter Abby born 30 May
1998.

Mr Nigel Thomas BSc 1990 Graduated MSc in
Meteorology from Reading University in 1995.
Transferred from research to forecasting at the
National Meteorological Centre, Met. Office H.Q,
Bracknell in 1998.

Ms Fiona E Cook MA (SS) 1990 LLB 1992 Is a
partner in a local law firm specialising in court
work and representing gay and lesbian clients.
Lives with partner Sharon and cat, Mup, and dog,
Corrie.

Ms Carole Shanks LLB 1990 Along with husband
Jamie Maclennan (MA 1989) welcomed arrival of
second son, Aidan in July 1999.

Mrs Harriet C Cunningham née Wilson MA 1990
Married to John, keen sailor and Sydney to
Hobart racer.  Just started writing for Sydney
Morning Herald as music critic.

Dr Tin W Tan PhD 1990 Associate Professor, Dept
of Biochemistry, National University of Singapore,
and Director of Bioinformatics Centre, NUS.

Rev Ewan R Aitken BD 1990 Elected in May 1999
to City of Edinburgh Council. Now Vice Convenor
of Education.

Mrs K MacLean née Dickson MA (SS) 1990 Dip
1991 Appointed 1st Director of Ancoats Buildings
Preservation Trust June 1999 - key role in urban
regeneration in East Manchester.  Ancoats
nominated as a world heritage site.

Mr Nicholas J Clinch MSc 1990 Has now
completed 15 years agricultural development
work in Africa & Asia supported by training
gained at the Centre for Tropical Vet Medicine at
Edinburgh.

Mr Neil R Bullock MSc 1990 Married to Nicole De
Persia, June 4th 1999.

Mr David H Matthew MA (SS) 1990 Married on
4th December 1999 to Sophie Butler.

Mr Stephen J Chaundy MA 1990 Joined the
Volksoper, Vienna as Principal tenor.  Roles
include Flute in Midsummer Night’s Dream,
Ernesto in Don Pasquale and Camille in Die
Lustige Witwe.  Concert appearance with the
Dutch Radio Philharmonic Orchestra in
Mendelssohn’s Lobegesang.

Dr Rachel J Berrisford BSc 1991 MB ChB 1996
Currently following a Psychiatry rotation in
Aberdeen. Husband Euan working as a GP
Registrar. One daughter Jemima born June 1998.

Mrs Cordelia J Calver née Furness MA 1991
Worked at EXPO 92 in Seville, returned to
England, had 2 children and is now teaching

Ms Natasha Carver MA 1997 On 1st May 2000
began a six month hike from Mexico to Canada
along the Pacific Crest Trail.  Aimed to walk
over 2000 miles to raise money for Oxfam-
supported sustainability projects in Bolivia and
Peru.  Please see website: www.intlcor
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Spanish and French to private students.

Mr John H Keillar MBA 1991 Company - Keillar
Resourcing Ltd - is an insurance and investment
specialist, based in Edinburgh.

Mr Alan F Shaw MA 1991 Rugby correspondent
for Sunday Post and Weekly News.

Mr Grant J Letham MA 1991 Married with two
children - currently living in Kinross.  Involved in
the Operational Police Planning Team for the ‘T in
the Park’ Festival.

Miss Susannah Robb MA 1991 LLB 1994 Now
Associate Director, Project Finance Group, Bank of
Scotland.

Dr Mercedes Pavlicevic PhD 1991 Co-ordinating
Master’s Programme in Music Therapy at the
University of Pretoria, South Africa.  Programme
is innovative in its emphasis on building up
community and drawing from indigenous healing
practices.  Has published ‘Music Therapy in
Context’ and ‘Music Therapy - Intimate Notes’
(Both by Jessica Kingsley Publishers, London).

Mr Gregory Brown MSc 1991 Married Emily in
May 1999 and they now have a six month old boy
called Noah.

Dr Michael Rapport MA 1991 Book: ‘Nationality
and Citizenship in Revolutionary France: The
treatment of Foreigners 1789-1799’ published by
Oxford University Press in Nov 2000.

Mr Benedict H Carver MA 1991 Produced
documentary for Channel 4 in 1995, then moved
to Madrid as journalist. Moved to Los Angeles in
1996.  Became motion picture executive in 1999
(Sony).

Mr Jonathan G Farrington MSc 1991 Married to
Helen Jane Robinson at St Cuthberts Church,
Middlesborough on 28th August 1998.

Miss Rebecca C Ray MSc 1991  Her book,
‘Highland Heritage: Scottish Americans in the
American South’ was published by the University
of North Carolina Press, March 2001.

Mr Levon Stephan BSc (V) 1991 BVM&S 1991
After 8 years in farm animal practice, has now
joined the Meat Hygiene Service and was
appointed as Principal Official Veterinary Surgeon
in the south of England.  Married with 1 son, aged
4 yrs.

Mr Benjamin P Wood MA 1991 Is now working as
an Internal Auditor at the University of Edinburgh.
Would like to hear from anyone he has lost touch
with since graduation.  

Mr Martin J Reilly BSc 1992 Married Fiona Clavin
on 28th July 2000.  Living in Reading and working
for Hitachi on E-commerce, smart cards and
artificial intelligence.  Still a busy Lib-Dem
politician.

Mr Andrew W Heavens MA 1992 Currently in the
New York offices of the Financial Times rewriting
their website.

Dr Amanda C Equi MB ChB 1992 Currently
working for MD in cystic fibrosis research at Royal
Brompton Hospital at Imperial College London.

Miss Katrin Kalinowski BSc (V) 1992 BVM&S
1994 Married Daniel Lewis in Braemar, June 2000.

Mrs Claudia Nehmzow née Alsdorf MA 1992 Has
set up private German lessons now that daughter
Henrietta (5) has started school.

Miss Camilla L Edwards MA 1992 Recently
returned from a 10 month sabbatical which
included a research trip along the old Silk Road
through Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Khazakstan,
Kyrgystan, China, Tibet, Nepal, India, Pakistan,
Iran and Turkey. Many of these countries
represent priorities for job at Visiting Arts which
promotes cultural relations as part of Britain’s
Foreign Policy.

Mr Simon M Wright MSc 1992 Married Kate
Wood on 9th October 1999.  Honeymooned in
New Zealand.

Mr Malcolm J Anderson MA 1992 Head of Drama
at High School in Melbourne.  Directs school
musical productions drawing on experience in EU
Savoy Opera Group 1988-94.

Miss Laura A Davidson MA 1992 Barrister at 6
Pump Court, London.  Currently on leave to
complete doctoral research at the University of
Cambridge.  Awarded the Trinity Hall Nightingale
Research Scholarship.

Miss Nicola McNee MA 1992 A daughter, Rachel,
was born to Nicola and her partner Tim
Neighbour on 3/6/99.
Mr Christopher G Scott MA 1992 Marketing and
selling office space in the city, working for
property developer of the year (Estates Gazette)
Marylebone Warwick Balfour Group PLC.  Married
Edy Macleod in August 2000 - met at University.

Mr Robert A Rattray BEng 1992 After graduation
obtained MSc IT (1993) - Napier University. Won
Company award for work in developing key
product (1998). Internal move to London -
responsible for coordinating the re-qualification
of the defensive aids suite for the Eurofighter.

Mr Quentin J Rubens MBA 1992 Left Scottish
Courage in 1999 to set up Jumbo Home Shopping
and Office Supplies which delivers bottled water
in West London.

Miss Katherine F McMaster BSc 1993 Currently
bringing up two pre-school daughters full-time.

Mr Ernest R Aubee MSc 1993 Completed a food
security evaluation for UNDP in December 1999.
Now working for Catholic Relief Services as
Programme Quality Specialist.

Mr David L Cruz LLB 1993 Currently enrolled at
the University of Texas School of Law as a JD
candidate (2002).

Mr David Richardson MA 1993 Awarded PhD by
Queens University, Belfast 1998.  Married to Ruth
Ritchie BEd in March 1999.

Dr Andrew Godfrey LLB 1993 Dip 1997 Qualified
as a Solicitor and Notary Public in 1999 and
became a Lecturer in Law at the University of
Aberdeen.

Mr Luis R Olivera MSc 1993 Works as a field
adviser for Gloria S.A, which is the largest dairy
industry in Peru and Bolivia.

Miss Kate A Russell MA (SS) 1993 After sixteen
months of fieldwork in Trieste, Italy, has now
started writing up PhD Thesis on the Slovene
Minority in Trieste.

Miss Lorna-Ann Johnston BCom 1993 Became
engaged to Richard Vernon 30/10/99.  Wedding
to be held 6/10/01 Dalhousie Castle, near
Edinburgh.  Would love to hear from old
classmates.

Mr Nicholas P Brooks BSc 1993 Currently
working on satellite remote sensing of
archaeology and paleao-environments in the
Libyan fezzan, after completing PhD examining
climate change.

Rev Dr Derek C Weber PhD 1993 Now serving as
Dean of the Academy of Preaching for the North
Indiana Conference of the United Methodist
Church.

Mr Lloyd Reeve-Johnson BVM&S 1993 DVMS
1999 Now living in Indianapolis, USA and working
as a global project manager with the
pharmaceutical company Eli Lilly & Co in their
veterinary division and as consultant veterinarian
throughout the USA & Europe. Continues to
scuba dive and ski and gained a private pilot
licence in Spring 2000.

Dr Robert M Solomon PhD 1993 Appointed as
Principal of Trinity Theological College, Singapore
- assumed duties on 1 Jan 2000.

Dr Christine J Bishop née Kay PhD 1993 Christine
(Edinburgh 1989-93) and Dan Bishop (Edinburgh
1992-94) have two little girls, Emma and Laura
aged 4 and 2, and have all just become
Australian citizens.

Mr Charles D Robertson BCom 1993 First child -
Bailey Daniel Robertson born December 1999.

Mr Neil J Greenhalgh BSc 1993 Became a father
in April 1999 - daughter’s name is Charlotte.

Mr Jason R Zerdin MA 1993 Recently completed
doctorate in comparative philology and currently
working as research assistant in Oxford.

Miss Chrystal N Holt BSc 1993 Gave up teaching
post July 1999.  On VSO service until Dec 2001 in
Indonesia.  School run by Dutch organisation - RC
Order.  Very basic teaching facilities, particularly
Chemistry lab!  Weather VERY hot and humid.
Lots of rain and mosquitoes.  Would love to hear
from anyone who knows her.

Mr Neil G Doherty BSc 1994  Married Carolyn
Law on 7th April 2001.

Dr Kristin Y Leus PhD 1994 Co-ordinates
conservation breeding programmes for a number
of endangered animal species in zoological
gardens and is involved with research and field
conservation for these species.

Mrs Margitta B Beil-Hildebrand MSc 1994 PhD
coming to an end at the University of Edinburgh.
Working at the University of Applied Sciences at
the same time as doing a PhD has been more
work than a ‘normal’ person can cope with.

Mr Nikhil S Premchand BSc 1994 Due to
graduate from medical school and looking
forward to starting work after nine years as a
student!

Mr Wai C Wong BCom 1994 Graduated in LLM
from QMW, University of London in Dec 1999.

Dr Margaret Bennett PhD 1994 1999 Winner of
Canadian Historical Society Canadian Book Prize
for ‘Oatmeal & the Catechism’, based on PhD
from UoE.

Dr Timothy W Rideout PhD 1994 Together with
partner Mark Fairbairn, was awarded the
Midlothian Enterprise Award 1999 for New
Company of the Year (Oct 1999). This was for the
new Edinburgh Citymap on CD, now available in
the UoE Library among other places.

Mrs Lynn F Blackburn née Dunning MA 1994
Married Steven Blackburn Oct 1997.  Both
museum curators in Cumbria.

Miss Pauline A Martin MSc 1994 Second baby
born July 17th 1999: Callum.

Dr Lesley J Campbell PhD 1994 Took up the post
of Fellowship Officer, Royal Society of Edinburgh,
in January.

Mr Anil K Shukla MBA 1994 Moved to Canada
and took up a job with Monarch Plastics Ltd as
Manager of Technology and Business
Development.

Miss Sarah E Sancha MSc 1994 Has moved to
New Zealand permanently and now runs a
captive breeding centre for black stilt (a bird
similar to the avocet) for the Dept of
Conservation.  Lives in central South Island.

Miss Jessica M Nightingale MA 1994 Currently
managing a rehabilitation project for food
security in South Sudan, having previously
worked for 2 and a half years in a similar position
in Cambodia.

Mr Sam B Gage BSc 1994 PGCE Cambridge
University 1997.  Teaching at Marlborough
College, Wiltshire.

Mrs Alexandra Killick née Stephen BSc 1994
Married David Michael Killick BSc, MSc on 24th
April 1999 at Kings College Chapel, Aberdeen.

Miss Emma L Quade MA 1994 Qualified as Air
Traffic Controller Sept 1999 and now working at
London Area Control Centre.

Miss Clare L Ryder MA 1994 Having worked in
publishing for two years in London, has changed
career and is teaching in a private secondary
school in Somerset.  Did PGCE teaching in
Brighton.

Mr John S Chisanga MSc 1994 Part time farmer
keeping pigs, goats and growing maize on an 11
hectare farm plot. Looking forward to being full
time.

Dr Toni Erskine MSc 1994 Now a British Academy
Postdoctoral Fellow at the Centre of International
Studies at University of Cambridge. Toni, Mike
and big brother Nicholas are happy to announce
the birth of Joshua on 26 December 1999.

Dr Maria T Ramirez-Herrera PhD 1994 New
position in Dept of Geological Sciences at
California State University, Long Beach.

Mr Adrian D Meehan MA 1995 Now has two
children: Molly (3 yrs) and Jack (1 yr).  Moved to
Orebro, Sweden in July 1998.  Studying Swedish
at gymnasium and working as an English teacher
part-time.

Mr Nathan A Cunningham MA 1995 Wife Julie is
expecting first baby.  Currently in software
development for computer associates in sunny
Southern California.   Email: nacjac@excite.com

Miss Maxine E Steele MA 1995 Qualified as a
chartered accountant in March 1999 with
PriceWaterhouseCoopers.  Joined a smaller
practice in Belfast in May 1999 and is working in
the field of litigation - commercial court cases.

Mr Sebastian J Hoogewerf MA 1995 Presently
studying in Rome for the priesthood.

Miss Joanne L McCoy BSc 1995 MSc 1997
Married Charles Stewart Coley July 1999.

Miss Jennifer Scott MA (SS) 1995 Undertaking
doctorate in clinical psychology at University of
Glasgow.
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Mrs Abigail C Smeaton née Wilson BSc 1995
Now has two children - Bella aged two and a half
and Max aged eleven months.

Mr Fergus J Shaw BCom 1995 Moving to Sydney,
Australia to be with girlfriend – hopes to find
work there.

Miss Katherine A Brown BVM&S 1995 Married
22/5/99. Baby girl born 4/9/99 - Alexandra
Margaret.

Mr John A Browne MA (SS) 1995 Began current
work-placement under usual ‘Training for Work’
arrangements.  Placement could last up to six
months (although there is no guarantee of full
time employment thereafter).

Mr Thomas M Hickok MTh 1995 Is currently
between jobs and is actively seeking a position in
an AIDS service organisation in Chicago.  Is also
considering an MSW to become a licensed
clinical social worker.

Mrs Katherine Duroux née De Villiers MA 1995
Worked abroad in France and Germany after
graduation.  Has now been in London for three
years.  In May 1999 married Alessio Duroux, also
class of 1995.

Mr Martyn R Veevers MA (SS) 1995 Son who
was born during final year at University has just
turned 5.  His name is Callum.

Dr Graeme C Fleming MB ChB 1995 Having
completed MRCP is now pursuing General
Practice.  Actively involved in a local Church.

Mr Andrew D Biggs BSc 1995 Has finished PhD
and is currently on a short-term contract as a
postdoc at Jodrell Bank. After this, will probably
be applying for year or longer postdocs
elsewhere.

Dr Marcia McDougall née Van Der Plas MB ChB
1995 Married John B McDougall on 19/6/99.

Mr Caspar A Macrae MA (SS) 1995 Married to
Elizabeth Hooper, September 1999, Burrington,
Devon.

Miss Rachel Holland BSc 1995 Married Mr
Bernard Randall (MSc 1997) in August 2000.

Dr Rakesh K Bhabutta MSc 1995 Married 15th
August 1998 to Nicola. Selected for promotion to
Lt Col August 2000.

Ms Zennia D Hancock MSc 1996 After working 1
year at South African Embassy in Washington
D.C., received fellowship to do PhD at University
of Maryland. Currently in 2nd year.

Mr Kristian Norve MA 1996 Currently working as
an information consultant with a local authority
scheme aimed at the prevention of drugs and
alcohol.

Ms Ruth Urquhart née MacDonald MBA 1996
Married in April 1999 to George Urquhart.

Mr Andrew J Cross MA 1996 Married in August
1999 to Dr A H Wickins (MB ChB 1997-1998).

Mr Benjamin J Clarke BSc 1996 Having a lot of
fun writing up PhD. Still with the girl of his
dreams, and is applying for a postdoc to go back
and look at some rocks again!

Ms Kathryn A Tingey MSc 1996 Has just moved
with boyfriend Ian into a house in Farnborough,
Hants.

Ms Rachel K Duncombe-Anderson MA 1996
Studying for a Nursing Diploma to be completed
March 2002.

Ms Annabelle M Dunnington-Jefferson MA 1996
Co-presenter of morning business news
programme on TalkSport radio station.  Horribly
early: 5-6am.

Mr James M Barisic MA 1996 Presently working
for Oxfordshire County Council and studying for a
PgDL with the College of Law.

Ms Briony E Hume BSc 1996 Is about to start a
Diploma in Nursing at Stirling University,
Highland Campus.  Currently living in the
Highlands having returned from travelling to
Indonesia, Australia and New Zealand for a year.

Ms Beatrice Carla MA 1996 Undertook a three
year training course to become a midwife.
Midwifery needs educated people to speak up
for the profession, and for the mothers and
babies who are being traumatised through the
over-medicalisation of childbirth. Is writing and
publishing in professional journals and is about
to move to Ireland to work as an independent
midwife.

Mr Arturo T Ybarra Theus BCom 1996
Accounting/Language teaching consultant.

Miss Lucinda C Browne MA 1996 Qualified as a
chartered accountant in December 1999.  Spent
the Millennium in Ireland with 10 friends from her
year group.

Mr Paul R Johnston MSc 1996 Third crime novel
set in Edinburgh, ‘Water of Death’, was a Scottish
best-seller, Dec 1999.

Dr Jane R Tennick MB ChB 1996 GP training
coming to a close.  Married Dr J.Payne (also
medical student in same year at Edinburgh) in
August 2000.

Mrs J Goodman née Vernon BVM&S 1996 Having
had a baby boy in August 1998, has since been
working part-time at a small animal practice in
Scunthorpe whilst enjoying being a mum full
time.

Ms Florence Garabedian MSc 1996 Has had a
second child (boy) and still meets fellow ex-
students from time to time.

Mr Neil R Symington MA 1996 Following a year
working for The National Galleries of Scotland,
pursued a four month internship with the San
Francisco Museum of Modern Art. After returning
from the States, worked for the Lighthouse
Design Centre in Glasgow and is now doing an
MA in Fine Art Administration and Curatorship at
Goldsmiths College, University of London.

Ms Joanna C Lightfoot BSc 1996 Working with
the Royal Horticultural Society at their garden at
Wisley, Surrey.

Ms Katharine T Friese-Greene MA 1996 Currently
doing a one-year MA in Arts & Heritage
Management at Sheffield University.

Mr Holmes C Rogers BSc 1996 Currently the
Regimental Signals Officer for 2nd Battalion The
Light Infantry.

Ms Morwenna Montgomery née Prowse BSc
1996 Married Iain Montgomery September 1999.
Iain is also a graduate of Edinburgh. Commenced
a PGCE (Secondary) in Geography, September
2000. Would like to hear from fellow Geography
Graduates from 1996.

Ms Gemma C Clare MA 1996 Nearing the end of
training as a chartered accountant. Still works for
KPMG but has changed offices 3 times in the past
6 months. Still living happily with Jason and 2
cats in Wantage.

Ms Helen M Knowles BSc 1996 Owner/Manager
of Cottage Gardens, the Regional Business Award
winning garden nursery in Dumfries and
Galloway.

Mr Stuart J Quin BSc 1996 Just completed a PhD
at Imperial College London.

Ms Nicola J Mountain BSc 1997 Teaching Science
and Maths in a secondary school near Lincoln,
and loving it!  Got married to Martin Belleini,
another teacher, in Darlington in July 2000.

Mr Ronan Macsweeney LLM 1997 Currently the
convenor of the Irish Times Debates - Ireland’s
intervarsity debating competition.  Member of
the Education Advisory Committee of the Law
Society of Ireland.

Ms Gemma K Drury MA 1997 Completed a PGCE
in English and French at Moray House and has
been employed as an English Teacher at George
Heriot’s School since September 1998.

Ms Cynthia R Fairweather LLM 1997 Continuing
studies for JD degree at the University of Notre
Dame, London.  Has been serving as the Legal
Advisor for Sierra Leone, UN Mission, on issues
at conferences related to the Rome Statute for an
International Criminal Court (1998-present).

Mr David E Talbot BEng 1997 Developing
websites, especially for Pete Goss, the round-the-
world yachtsman.  Working with technologies
that allow users to follow his attempt:
www.teamphilips.com.

Mr Stian T Alexander MA 1997 Won Trainee
Reporter of the Year Award for Newsquest last
year.  Currently seeking employment with the Sun
and News of the World.

Mr Philip A Sansum BSc 1997 Started PhD at
The Centre for Environmental History and Policy,
Stirling University, October 1999.

Mr Ian B Garman BSc 1997 Will be back from
New Zealand soon. Home? London. Work? TV and
Radio. Plan? Warm Climes.

Mr Alexander H Inchbald BCom 1997 Left
Unilever after two years of excellent grounding as
a Fast Track Marketing Trainee in July 1999 to
pursue Internet Consultancy.  Currently working
on a freelance basis.

Mr Nicolas E Davis MA 1997 Returned to the UK
in summer 1999 after two years working for the
local government in Japan.  Recently began
training as a chartered accountant with Deloitte
& Touche in London.

Ms Deborah Nixon BSc 1997 In final year of BSc
(Hons) Physiotherapy at Coventry University.
Loves it.

Mr Christopher A Rhone LLB 1997 Studying
under a Justice of the British Columbia Court of
Appeal as a judicial law clerk, then working for
the law firm Faskin Campbell Martineau in
Vancouver.

Ms Eleanor J Ramsay BSc 1997 In third year of
work at Dundee, carrying out research into
cancer for the University and Cancer Research
Campaign (CRC).

Ms Shalla Gray BSc 1997 Son Elliot Michael was
born August 1999.  Masters dissertation in water
research is due to be published soon.

Ms Pamela C Robertson BSc 1997 Is currently on
the Safeway Graduate Programme and studying
for a Postgraduate certificate in Management at
the University of Warwick.

Mr Matthew C Dobbs BVM&S 1997 Spending a
sun soaked year in the University of Sydney’s
large animal clinic - experiencing bovine practice
the Aussie way!

Ms Elisabeth J Greenhill MA 1997 Currently
studying for doctorate in clinical psychology at
Liverpool University and greatly enjoying it!

Mr Alistair J Turnbull MA 1997 One year VSO
placement as TEFL teacher, Bulgaria.

Ms Alexis Major BCom 1997 Travelled around
the world after University.  Currently studying for
accountancy finals.  Enjoying life in the South of
England!

Mr Glen O Cousquer BVM&S 1997 Having spent
18 months working in mixed practice in Jersey, is
now working for the RSPCA.

Ms Monica Rawlinson MA 1997 Debating
whether to go back to University and start vet
studies - really need to think that one over!

Mr Bernard T Bowers BSc 1997 Finishing one
year teacher training.  Hopes to teach in Lothians
area.

Mr Jonathan B Macartney BSc 1997 Took up VSO
posting in Malawi from April 1999 until November
2000.

Mr Peter J Lennox BVM&S 1997 Taking a year out
- starting with a vet conference in Orlando and
then round world westward via New York,
Vancouver, West coast, South America, across
New Zealand, Australia and back home via
Vietnam.

Mr Christopher J Cooke MA 1997 Running
publishing company, Unlimited Publications, with
fellow alumnus Alastair Walker - publishers of
CMU, Gratis, College Media, The Oasis, CMU
Online & Reverb.  Also working on a number of
arts and media projects including the London
New Play Festival.

Ms Louise E Allhusen BSc 1997 After leaving
Edinburgh, took another year off to travel around
the world, completed a PGCE in Leeds and is now
teaching geography and outdoor activities at
King Edwards Boys School in Birmingham.

Mr Kubilay Andrew Akleman MA 1997   Ann and
Erol Akleman are deeply saddened to announce
the tragic death of their beloved only son, Kubilay
Andrew Akleman, on 13th October 2000.

Dr Victor Olori 1998 Currently working as a
geneticist helping the Irish Cattle Breeding
Federation to introduce and implement a new
genetic evaluation procedure for dairy cattle in
Ireland.

Miss A Brand 1998 Now at Reading University -
MSc in Wildlife Conservation & Management.

Miss M Maxwell-Stevenson 1998 Won a 2 year
scholarship with the Sun newspaper and is
currently completing Post-grad in Journalism.
Will travel to Sydney/New York for 3 months with
the Sun before returning to both London and
Glasgow to finish the traineeship before working
full-time at the newspaper.

Dr Gustavo Ferreira 1998 After finishing PhD was
promoted to Principal researching in
agroeconomics and systems.

Mr C Kalyvas 1998 Is now a PhD candidate at
T.H.Huxley School, Imperial College, London
working on fuel cells technology.

Mr S Hall 1998 Birth of son Jacob Finlay Hall on
24th Jan 2000 in Swindon Maternity Hospital.

Mr R Staunton 1998 Doing teacher training at
Homerton College, Cambridge.  Heading for a
career in Special Education, with a focus on
Pastoral Care, in the form of offering
Psychotherapy.

Mr Terry Rodgers BSc  1998   Currently working
his way around New Zealand and Australia for a
couple of years.

Mr Christopher Hobley MA 1999 Further Study -
European Studies at LSE.

Mr Richard B H Wilson MA 1999 Started a life in
the city of London, involved in analysing US listed
technology companies with a view to institutional
investment. Missing Edinburgh!

Mr James Moss MA 1999 Working with Andersen
Consulting and has just bought own flat in North
London. Current project based in London Stock
Exchange.

Mr Gareth Saunders MTh 1999 In a busy
fortnight in July 1999 graduated with an Mth in
Ministry, moved to Inverness, then back to
Edinburgh to marry Jane Neilson. Now settled
into life in Inverness working at the cathedral.

Miss Jennifer Heron MA 1999 After surviving a 4
week intensive TEFL course, made it back to
Germany and found a job, a flat and a man - very
happy and thinks she’ll stay there for a while.

Miss Claire Boyd MA 1999 Going to Ghana to
teach English in April.

Mr Leonard Dean MA 1999 Currently travelling
and working in Australia for a year.

Mr Oliver Mival BSc 1999 Currently studying the
role of technology in creative processes.

Mr David Shenton BCom 1999 David Shenton
(BCom Hons) and Gillian Anton (MA Hons) wish
to announce their engagement. They both
studied at Edinburgh from 1995 to 1999.

Mr Keith Williams BSc 1999 Currently doing
Forestry work in Ireland and hoping to travel in
2001.

Mr Guy Robertson MEng 1999 Now working for
Agilenet Technologies.

Mr Michael Stuart LLB 1999 Currently studying
for a Diploma in Legal Studies.

Mr Ying Wang BEng 1999 Currently working on
producing consumer electronic products never
seen on the market before. Really cool and
exciting stuff.

Miss Claudia Barton BA 1999 Singing in the
London/Paris based pop group ‘Gamine’ soon to
take over the world!

Mr Gareth Jones BSc 1999 Coming to the end of
RAF Officer training. Due to start pilot training in
the early summer. Wants to get back to
Edinburgh more often.

Mr Garry Ketchen BD 1999 Studying at Scottish
Baptist College for one year then hopefully will
be ordained in a Baptist Ministry.
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Mr O Campbell 1998 Still living in Edinburgh -
can’t bear to leave.  In process of setting up for
producing radio productions.  Still revelling in
being in this most wonderful city/country but
looking for work in film production. 
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OMETIMES IT IS the company
rather than the meal itself which
lives on in the memory. As part of a
large English department I often
meet interesting people after lectures
and seminars, after visiting

examinerships, after graduations, or perhaps
people who are just passing through. Often the
meals are modest affairs, sometimes they are
splendid. But the one which remains uppermost
in my mind was a very modest affair, indeed I
cooked it myself. It was seasoned, however, by
the conversation of one of the ornaments of

an evening when the 
the conversation was 
important as the real 

S

Edinburgh University, indeed of Scotland -
David Daiches. 

The only other guest was an academic starting
out on what has proved to be a distinguished
career of copious publication, but he was plainly
in shock after hearing of David Daiches’ own
publishing exploits, in both their variety and
their extraordinary extent. Without the slightest
boastfulness, Professor Daiches could refer
agilely to his travels, his experiences, his
historical work, his literary criticism, his ground-
breaking Scottish literature writing, his
autobiographies, his books on whisky (which
brought him far greater material rewards than
ted occas
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some of the others), and his books on
Edinburgh and Scotland. Quite casually he
could drop into the conversation his
acquaintance, T.S.Eliot (“Tommy”), and his
close proximity in University rooms to Jacob
Bronowski whose The Ascent of Man held many
of us in thrall at the time.

Indeed Bronowski exemplified many of the
qualities which made this such a memorable
meal, for although he was not physically there,
his bringing-together of so many subjects, which
made the TV series such a landmark (my
students use it avidly in 2001 when we study
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literature and technology) typified David
Daiches’ rich store of conversation. 

The other guest was a computer scientist, and
the conversation moved easily between his
subject and ours. The Dead Sea Scrolls were still
recent news, and we were astonished - not for
the first time - at the range of David Daiches’
erudition in this field too, as befits the son of the
Rabbi of Edinburgh.

It was an evening when our conversation
seemed to know no limits, no rules. And high
spirits were there too, for any diner in such
company would inevitably find themselves
interested in the wines (including some North
ion
American wine, brought back in my luggage,
and still a novelty in Edinburgh) and then the
whiskies which followed. It is hard now to
remember exactly what was said, and when. I
know we talked of the Noctes Ambrosianae
when Christopher North and the others talked
into the night, of Heaven and Hell and
everywhere in between.

But, if the purpose of an Arts Faculty in a
major university in a capital city is to open the
mind, to break down intellectual barriers, to
make connections, to share the past and show an
avid interest in the future as well as the present,

then that dinner exemplified the good fortune of
being in Edinburgh in such wonderful company.
In our department today we have no shortage of
students breaking old barriers and pushing into
new areas of theory and history, of science
fiction, of Scottish literature which might not
have found its way into a university syllabus
twenty or even ten years ago. All to the good.
And much of it thanks to people whose minds
were avidly open to new ideas, to new stimulus,
and who were willing to share them with
whoever sat across from them at the dinner
table. Such dinners happen still, but that was
one I will always remember.



Innovation is part of our scenery.

• The ‘Fractal Landscape’ above is an example of an innovative computer generated graphic produced in The University of Edinburgh.
Edinburgh, a cosmopolitan city and one of Europe’s most beautiful capitals, is 
conveniently situated for air, road and rail travel. The city is home to the new 
Scottish Parliament and many of the country’s national institutions and collections.

The ‘Festival City’ attracts over 2 million visitors each year, not just for its 
internationally renowned Arts, Fringe, Film, TV and Science Festivals but also 
for its social, cultural, learning and sporting facilities. The University of Edinburgh,
located in the heart of the city has played an integral role in Edinburgh for over 
400 years. 

With over 4,000 postgraduate students in a total student population of over 20,000,
the University of Edinburgh is one of the UK’s largest and most wide-ranging 
in its teaching and research activities, attracting an annual income from external
research in excess of £87m. The reputation of the University is firmly based on its
achievements in research and the advancement of knowledge.

We welcome postgraduates who will keep alive these great traditions of scholarship.
take a  c loser  look  on www.ed.ac .uk
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