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The current UK context



Chatterfall
Complete the sentence  in 

the chat but DON’T PRESS 

ENTER UNTIL I SAY!

In my context, the place of environmental 
politics in schools makes me feel….because…
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In short...

▣ There is a short and rapidly closing 

window to prevent catastrophic 

climate change and secure life on 

Earth as we know it (IPCC, 2022).

▣ Education is needed to promote 

action on climate change, but tends 

not to feature much in formal 

education, especially in nations 

with highest historical greenhouse 

gas emissions (UNESCO, 2021). 
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Research on education futures

Aim of the research: to create a 
vision for the future of education 
for environmental sustainability
answering the questions:
▣ Where are we now?
▣ Where do we need to be?
▣ What are the barriers to getting 

there?
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4GlSqPR9EMk


Roadmap to the manifesto

1 3 5

642

Design, including provocations 
from leaders in environmental 

education research and practice Analysis Analysis and illustration

Futures workshops 
7 iterations 

2 hours
Teachers and young 

people separate

Visualisation workshops
2 iterations

2 hours
Teachers and young 

people together

Manifesto published

0

Engaging partners: 
focus on inclusivity



More provocations at 
https://routesjournal.org/projects/bera/
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A Manifesto for 
Education for 
Environmental 
Sustainability 
(EfES) 

All illustrations by Maisy Summer

https://www.bera.ac.uk/project/bera-research-commission-2021-22-a-teacher-and-youth-co-created-manifesto-for-education-for-environmental-sustainability-efes-from-the-four-jurisdictions-of-the-uk
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Policy



Co-creation
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Community
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School



Co-creation
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Class
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How do the findings of the 
commission compare with policy? 
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Strategy’s framing of the problem & 
solution
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Small wins & 
bigger problems



What next?

Changing the climate for 
climate change 
education

▣ Primary
▣ Secondary 
▣ Higher education
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Thanks!
Consider joining the BERA Education for 
Environmental Sustainability Special Interest 
Group (SIG)
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Questions and comments?
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