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 Action point Chair will write to applicant to request a point-by-point rebuttal of each of the 
AWERB comments and cc the line manager.  

 

PL16-23  PPL application 

Commercial licence renewal aiming to develop novel therapeutics. The committee were happy 
to approve the application subject to addressing the comments detailed below: 

• One protocol mentions  but it’s not clear how long animals would be kept at 
this weight loss, needs clarification.  

• Some queries about whether the proposed severity is correct for some of the protocols.  
•  humane endpoints should be tightened to ensure that moderate severity is 

appropriate. 
• NTS needs to define important terms at the start but otherwise fine. 

 

 PL17-23 PPL application 

The committee approves the application subject to revision of the following points:  

• NMBA usage is not suitably scientifically justified.  
•  needs to specify appropriate controls, give more detail on the sub-optimal dosing 

regime. Also, humane endpoints could use more detail. Scoring for humane endpoints using 
something like a grip strength test may not be suitable here, scoring methods should be more 
observational.  

• Concern over method of anaesthesia in neonates.  

******************************************************************************************************************* 

5b.  Amendments – for consideration by full committee:  

                      PPL transfer: A35-23  

The committee has approved the transfer. The proposed PPLh is currently the main user of the 
licence, so the transfer is logical and appropriate. Applicant has completed all 
mandatory training.  

              Applications submitted and considered by the amendment Sub-Committee            

 Approved:  

A19-23  A20-23 , A22-23  A25-23  A27-23  
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• 22 new and amended PPLS currently in the ASPeL system. Some amendments take up to 40 
working days now, which is longer than desired. There is no official guidance in ASPA on how 
long they should take but the HO appear to be using 40 working days 

• Three applications in the last few weeks have received comments from Home Office Inspectors 
on the use of Morris Water maze. The committee noted that there are clear differences between 
the forced swim test and Morris water maze (and between the use of rats and mice) in these 
techniques. The use of the Paddling pool maze has been suggested as a refinement by the 
HO. 

10.  BVS Deputy Director (Vets/home office) Roslin AWERB report 

• The Roslin AWERB committee heard a presentation on nested refinement studies. i.e. 
refinement of anaesthesia protocols used in veterinary procedures.   

• Roslin is looking at new environmental enrichment practises and extra staff training to have a 
more diverse and varied environment for the large animals.  

11. Retrospective review   

This licence was revoked early as the PPLh left to take up another appointment. No animals were 
recruited to the licence whilst in place therefore the report was for information only.  

13. A.O.C.B 

 Members of the committee invited to view the  which is now available to view 
over live stream. The committee discussed the topic of live streaming or a short video of  

 being more widely available in the future  

 

Date of next meeting  30th May 2023 MS teams 10am 

 

 

 




